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CHAPTER    I. 

I 

CONTAINING 

.  AN  ACCOXJNT  OF  JEWS,  TURKS,  AND  ROMAN  EMPIRE, 

FOR  FORTY-SEVEN  YEARS. 

FROM  1455  TO  14Q2. 

IT  is  iaid,  that  thofe  land  joumies  are  moft  pleafant,  which  ofteneft 
treat  ua  with  a  iight  of  fea ;  and  that  iea  voyages  are  leaft  fatiguing 
when  broken  by  a  frequent  view  of  different,  but  not  far  diflant  coun- 
tries. Thole  fadb  are,  in  like  manner,  mofl  agreeable,  which  feem  to 
border  on  Truth's  utmofl  limits,  and  give  a  glimpfe,  or  fomething  like 
a  glimpfe,  of  Fancy's  boundlefs  reign :  whilfl  all  agree,  that  Fiiflion 
never  knows  to  charm  us  fo,  as  when  fhe  feeks  refemblance  with 
reality. 

The  events  we  have  recorded  in  our  laft  volume,  gleaned  from  hif- 
floric  annals,  all  arc  true ;  at  worft,  accounted  fo  for  eighteen  centuries. 
Although  fuch  is  their  character,  and  fuch  their  fhape,  that  cluflercd 
clofely  as  our'book  prefents  them,  they  certainly  do  feem  almoft  in-» 
credible ;  and,  what  is  worle,  they  now  and  then  appear  thick  and 
impervious  to  a  common  eye.  This  is  not  quite  the  look  I  wifh  they 
had ;  but  things  will  not  look  well  when  fo  much  crowded,  and  I 
cannot  enlarge  the  room  they  fland  in  without  manifefl  inconvenience. 
If  Milton,  then,  was  forced  to  make  his  devils  ihrink,  that  they  might 
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be  contained  in  that  great  Pandemonium  he  provided  them,  I  ma^^ 
nay,  muft  be  pardoned  for  compreiCng  all  thefe  gigantic  ihadows  of 
long-paft  occurrences  into  my  ^afs  of  general  RetroJ^£lion.  Nor  will 
my  readers  require  to  be  oftentimes  reminded,  through  the  courfe  of  a 
work  fo  truly  fuperficial,  that  they  are  not  reading  hiftory  at  all,  but 
only  looking  back,  as  firom  an  eminence,  upon  the  leading  features  of 
thofe  hiftories  which  they  have  read  full  many  a  year  ago.  That  few 
obfervations  or  refleflions  have  been  intcrfperfed,  will,  I  much  fear,  be 
no  lefs  eafily  forgiven,  though  nothing  is  more  flattering  to  an  author 
than  that  his  own  opinions  Ihould  be  called  for.  The  icientific  gar- 
dener thus  is  feen  to  tecomtnend  his  hot-^houfe  bouquet,  by  feparating 
carefully  each  rare  exotic,  and  keeping  them  diligently  disjoined  from  one 
another,  with  a  profuiion  of  leaves,  for  the  moft  part,  foreign  to  them 
all.  My  wilder  nofegay  Uooms  a  mere  rofc  campion,  eafdy  found,  or 
in  the  field  or  (hmbbery, — whofe  genuine  bluih  alone  attra<^  the  eye 
to  where  each  independent  flower  fprings  up,  fble  on  its  fingle  ftalk, 
and,  unadorned  with  intermingling  foliage,  rears  the  head  too  near  its 
equally  alluring  neighbour. 

Among  the  nations  which  have  been  reviewed,  not  quite  enough 
has  yet,  perhaps,  been  told  of  that  furpriting,  that  [feleded  people, 
who,  on  the  firft  grand  mufler  of  mankind,  flood  foremoft  in  the 
ranks  of  Humanity.  Although  their  hifloty  is  earlieft,  and  beft  au- 
thenticated, their  limited  geography  was  firft  afcertained,  though  law 
had  not  a  name  in  other  countries  when  their  code,  yet  extant,  was 
compiled  y  and  akhough  commerce  amongft  them  mentioned  traflick«- 
ing  and  paying,  m  times  when  they  had  not  exifted,  we  fhould  have 
heard  but  little,  I  believe,  concerning  Ihckcls  of  filver,  current  money 
with  the  merchant.  s 

Voltaire  was  ftrangely  overfeen,  to  fay,  that  Jewifh  annals  muft  of 
neceflStybe  faHc,  becaufe  fb  little  in  their  records  may  be  read  con* 
eeming  monarchies  of  more  importance  :  as  for  example,  the  old  Afly- 
rian,  Chinefe,  and  other  oriental  ftates^  of  dignity  fo  for  beyond  poor  Pa* 

leftine. 
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leftine.  He  might  have  feen  that  no  ftate  was  important,  except  as  it 
related  to  that  one.  He  might  have  known  that  the  Affyrian,  Baby- 
lonlihj  and  Syrio-Macedonian  empires  are  no  more ;  faded  like  phan- 
toms, melted  like  ice  in  fummer ;  whilft  the  fmall  family  which  they 
infulted,  conquered,  and  carried  away  captives,  ftill  remain  a  people ; 
and  more  numerous  were  they  when  Benjamin  the  traveller^  of  the 
twelfth  century,  journeyed  the  eaft  over  in  fearch  of  their  remains, 
than  when  they  lived  under  their  own  kings,  in  their  own  land ;  a 
people  peculiarly  favoured  by  their  God,  who  will  once  more,  in  the 
latter  times  reaflume  his  beft-loved  title,  and  be  once  more  acknow- 
ledged of  his  iervants — the  Holy  One  of  ^racL  That  wondrous  family, 
confounded  among  all  nations,  and  yet  diftinft  from  any:  which 
tfiriving  in  oppreffion  rwWf  as  in  the  days  of  Pharaoh,  is  fuppofed  by 
Bifliop  Law,  to  be  even  at  this  moment  mofc  populous  than  ever ;— <* 
carrying  our  Bibles  for  us,  aa  St  AuiUn  fays,  reverent,  although  im- 
confcious  of  its  veiled  contents,-^-*inyfterious  tei^ts !  to  them  dark  and 
c;loudy,  yet  ftiU  confiding  in  its  hitherto  s^iaccompliihed  prediAions^ 
though  unobfervant  that  the  greateft  is  fulfilled^  and  fenfelefs  to  the 
guilt  of  murdering  their  own  Meflmh  when  he  came. — Strange !  pre* 
teraatural  infatuation !  yet  fcarce  leis  firangc  or  vain  the  weak  at* 
tempts  made  by  ibme  modem  Chriftians  to  convert  them.  God,  who 
with  his  own  hand  blinded  the  Hebrews,  will,  in  his  own  time  and 
place,  as  fuddenly  reftore  their  long  loft  fight,  and  they  fhall  look  on 
him  whom  they  pierced*  Soon  as  the  call  is  heard,  their  tribes  will 
congregate ;  no  kindred,  no  connexions  will  detain  them ;  they  are  a  fe- 
parate  fet,  unmixed  with  other  mortals.  No  lands  do  they  pofleis,  no  of- 
fices do  thejf  difcharge,  which  can  require  their  prefence  in  countries, 
where  to  amafs  money  for  the  dcftined  joumcy  feeixis  all  their  occupa* 
tjon.  No  honourabk  badge  of  heraldic  diilinftion  waa  ever  known  to 
adorn  a  Jew,  in  smy  kingdom  or  government*  althoughi  unlike  to  every 
other  aggregfitc  of  men,  each  individual  may  lay  honeft  claim  to  thofe 
retfjpeda  which  vrere  leug  tbou|^t  due  to  high  birth  alone,  and  long 
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traced  lineage.  He  who  has  feen  a  Jew,  has  feen  a  gentleman,  if  an« 
ceftry  can  make  him  fuch,  unaided  by  education.  Their  land  is  like 
themfelvcs,  defpifed,  not  defpicable;  miflaid,  not  loft;  forfaken  or 
uncultured,  yet  not  barren.  The  Greek  ProfeiTor,  Doftor  Shaw,  faid, 
that  the  foil  was  far  more  rich  and  fine  than  the  beft  parts  of  Syria  and 
Phoenicia  ;  fertile  enough,  fays  Wood,  to  tempt  the  hufbandman  to 
fbw,  although  while  fowing  he  is  forced  fometimes  to  take  an  armed 
friend  with  him  to  proteft  the  feed  bag.  Such  is  the  tyranny  of  their 
prefcnt  matters — men  who,  in  fpite  of  a  leagued  continent,  tore  and 
held  down  the  Holy  City  and  the  plcafant  land,  loading  themfelves  and 
their  pofterity  with  the  grand  malediAion  firft  pronounced  upon  the 
newlyregenerated  race  of  mankind  after  the  Deluge,  when  God  appeared 
to  Abraham,  and  promifed,  that  whofo  blcffed  hinty  fhould  be  blefled 
on  earth ;  and  thofe  who  curfed  A/«r,  fhould  be  themfelves  accurfed.  His 
progeny,  who  are,  even  at  this  moment  that  I  write,  numerous  as 
the  ftars  of  heaven,  have  already  feen  that  curfe  nK>ft  powerfully  ac- 
complifhed  ;  feen  their  oppreflbrs'  vaft  eftates  deftroyed.  The  Roman 
empire  rots  to  nothing  while  we  read  this  book ;  but  the  Chinefe, 
who  alone  never  offended  them,  remains  apparently  iecurc,  firm  fixed, 
and  happy*  The  Turk  fubfifb,  indeed,  but,  as  an  old  writer  faid 
judiciouily,  he  is  not  fo  formidable  as  Chriftians  think  for ;  his  head 
is  lefifer  far  than  is  his  turban,  and  even  that  fhevrs  for  much  more 
than  it  is,  fwelling  and  puffing  without,  but  hollow  and  empty  within. 
Truth  is,  the  Turks  coming  at  firft  from  Scythia,  were  abftemious 
and  hard  livers ;  but  now  that  they  have  anticipated  their  Impoftor*s 
paradife,  they  become  far  Icfs  to  be  feared  by  foes  of  our  perfuafion, 
than  when  great  Mahomet,  fecond  of  the  name,  proved  his  mag- 
nanimous triumph  over  a  paifion  which  boafls  itfelf  to  have  cajpled  the 
wifeft  man  recorded  on  the  world's  wide  annals>  enfeebled  tjbc  ftrongefl, 
and  undone  the  firft^..  Amonte  harharo!  SoUatth  inumano!  exclaims^ 
Sagredo,  when  he  tells  the  tale ;  but  we  muft  recoUeift  the  Sultan's 
ptkiciples :  Irene  was  to  him  but  as  a  favourite,  a  fondled  animal;  and, 
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at  requeft  of  fubjeds  who  hadfouhj  he  fuddcnly,  as  he  believed^  anni* 
hilated  (however  dear  to  him)  a  creature  which  had  none.  That  taflc 
performed,  to  lofe  in  war  the  weight  of  grief  which  will  opprefs  the 
nobleft  minds,  this  fcourge  of  Chriflians  and  of  Jews,  this  Mahomet, 
'  rulhed  to  the  hoped-for  conqueft  of  Belgrade.  Defended  by  our 
Hungarian  Hedor^  that  fine  city,  key  as  'twas  then  acknowledged  of 
the  Danube,  refufed  to  yield  ;  and  round  its  walls  were  piled  a  heap 
of  dead,  by  which  the  aflallants  thought  to  fcalc  their  heights :  but 
after  deluges  of  blood  fpilt  in  the  ftruggle,  while  dubious  Vi<ftory  flut- 
tered from  fide  to  fide,  tempting  men  s  hopes  to  madnefs  of  conten- 
tion, the  Turkifh  Emperor  received  a  wound  his  followers  thought 
fatal,  and  retired :  upon  recovery,  he  felt  the  impoffibility  to  gain  his 
point,  and  leaving  innumerable  foldiers,  with  all  the  flower  of  his  Ot- 
toman court  dead  on  the  field  of  battle,  retreat  was  founded,  and  Chrif- 
tianity  took  breath  once  niore.  Human,  profperity,  however,  ftill  is: 
found  to  confine  clofely  on  the  limits  of  misfortune.  Huniades  re- 
ceived in  this  engagement  his  fentence  of  difmiflfion  from  the  hard 
poft  he  had  maintained  £0  long,  and  Pope  Calixtus,  when  the  news 
Vas  brought  him  that  the  fierce  Sultan  turned  hi^  thoughts  from  land^ 
to  maritime  contentions  with  all  Europe^  heard,  at  the  fame  inftant, 
that  Europe*s  brave  defender  was  no  more»  Morea  now,  in  figxu^  like 
the  leaf  of  a  plane  tree,  began  to  fliake  like  one;  but  Scanderbeg, 
Prince  of  Epirus,  for  awhile  protefted  with  his  arm  his  native  Greece. 
Renowned  rather  for  courage  than  fentiments  of  nice  honour,  he  no 
iboner  faw  the  iflands  of  the  Archipelago  in  danger,  than  haftening  ta 
break  a  truce,  long  time  fubfifting  between  his  kingdom  and  the 
Turkilh  empire,  he  attacked  them  in  every  place,  on  every  fide;  and 
having  performed  prodigies  of  perfonal  valour  in  no  fewer  than  twenty-^ 
fight,  bloody  battles,  began,  after  he  had  purchafedthe  admiration,  while 
meriting  the  enmity,  of  Mahomet  IL  to  think  ferioufly  of  converting 
bis  valiant  antagonift  to  our  Chriftian  fdth-  The  letters  written  oa 
this^  occafiou  axe  exceedingly  curious^  and  though,  as  a  controvertift,^ 
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many  might  outihine  Lord  Alexander,  who  dared  not  even  have  looked 
on  his  exploits  in  war,  they  prove  his  zeal  to  have  been  in  no  {cx\{o 
hypocritical,  and  Ihew  the  tenor  of  the  times  to  great  perfcAion  :  fo 
does  the  talc  of  Mahomet*s  defiring  to  fee  the  fcymitar  with  which,  at 
three  ftrokes  only,  this  hero  cleft  three  men  down  to  the  middle,  as 
Pope's  Homer  relates  of  Pandarus,  while  thejhard  vtfage  hung  on  equal 
fides.  He  did  not  wifh  to  fee  the  arm  that  wields  it,  replied  our  Caf- 
triot ;  and  without  thaty  the-weapon  is  inert  and  good  for  nothing. 
This  brave  prince  died,  at  length,  in  his  bed  at  Lifla,  a  town  of  the 
Venetian  ftate,  bcqucatl^ng  to  that  republic  he  fo  favoured,  his  fixed 
inveteracy  againfl  Mahometanifm,  which,  to  fay  true,  they  never  lofl 
at  all ;  he  left  them,  bcfides  that,  an  infant  boy,  whom  they  could  not 
proteA,  however,  in  his  hereditary  dominions  fo  difputed.  It  is  thus, 
therefore,  that  RetroJpeSiion  {cct  the  boafled  defcendant  of  Pyrrhus,  fon 
to  Scanderbeg,  quitting  his  firfl  afylum  for  diffa-efs,  living  a  penfioned 
courtier  to  the  King  of  Naples,  and  laflly,  dying  without  ifTue  to  re- 
deem the  honour  of  his  race.  Stemmata  quid  fadunt  f  'Tis  almofl 
alwa3rs  fo.  Aulis  and  Athens,  Eubasa,  now  called  Ncgropont,  with  every 
place  almofl  that  hiflory  loves  to  recx>rd,  or  poefy  delights  to  adom, 
fell  flat,  during  the  next  ten  years,  before  all  conquering  Turcifm ; 
which,  after  our  Chriftian  hero  was  no  more,  found  little  opposition, 
fave  from  Venice ;  and  her  beft  troops  cut  all  to  pieces  round  Barba- 
rigo  and  Bragadin,  the  Ottomans  feized,  and,  to  confoimd  his  followers 
the  more  efficactoufly,  impaled  the  lafl  named  warrior  in  their  prefence. 
Yet  though  affairs  never  went  worfc  than,  at  this  period,  in  the  Le- 
vant ;  the  King  of  Cyprus  left  his  widowed  queen  and  ifland  all  cx- 
haufted  to  the  Venetians,  who  gave  her,  as  it  were,  her  life  in  the  eflate, 
and  then  poflefled  it  as  true  and  lawful  heirs.  Whatever  chanced^  in- 
deed, to  other  nations,  thu  profperous  republic  flill  increafed  in  wealth 
and  pride,  in  opulence  and  power.  Milan  was  fallen  to  the  Sforza  fa- 
mily, when  Mahomet  II.  firfl  began  to  fix  himfclf  upon  the  throne  of 
Conftantinei  laft  of  that  no  longer  dreaded  name,  and  Phranza,  the^i- 
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h/ophical  hiftorian  willingly  live^  on,  to  dtfcribe  thofe  horrors  his  no- 
bler-minded boy>  although  a  child  of  thirteen  years  only,  ftftbbcd  him- 
{t\(  before  the  Sultan  3  face  rather  than  endutc.  But  if  by  fuicide  he 
Ikred  his  perfon  from  poUation,  that  of  fair  Anna,  daughter  to  high- 
bom  and  valiant  ExittOy  was  freed  itbm  diihonour  by  a  Turkiih  fey- 
mitar,  on  which  ihe  ran  with  hai!y  refolution,  impelled  by  dread  of  a 
long  life  in  the  Seraglio.  It  was  the  age  of  fearicflheft  and  fortitude- 
When  women  and  boys  fet  Ibch  e!S:am|>ks,  what  wonder  the  Grand 
Maftcr  of  Rhodes  Ihoiild  follow  them,  and,  warm  with  ieal,  refift  the 
Ottoman  army,  though  prodtgiovtfly  fuperior  in  force  and  numbeis  to 
his  own  ?  Summoned  by  Cali  BaiTa,  be  replied,  that  he  was  ready  to 
give  up  his  life  to  God,  for  it  was  to  him  he  owed  it,  but  that  he  never 
would  give  up  that  fort  to  Anti-chriftian  powers  while  life  was  lent 
him ;  and,  in  efie<ft,  by  tigoroM  repulfes,  and  <^-r€pe4ted  fallies  from 
the  walls,  his  fierce  invaders,  wearied  out  at  length,  were  called  by  Ma- 
homet another  way,  for  purpofe  of  tecruiting  his  own  army,  which  he, 
and  iK)t  unjufllj,  called  invincible ;  and  with  which  it  was  his  intent 
topunifh,  if  not  deflroy  the  King  of  Caramania*  A  grain  offand, 
however,  as  Fa^hal  fays,  faved  Europe  from  the  vaft  defigns  of  Crom- 
well ;  that  grain  of  fand  how  truly  unimportant  in  any  place  but  that, 
where  it  obi^rufted  life's  neceflkry  fundions.  A  fmall  ilone  in  the 
kidneys  ftopt,  on  the  fame  principle,  this  Emperor  s  cour&,  againit 
which,  when  he  moved  forward  in  the  elevation  of  confcious  great* 
nefs,  like  a  vaft  elephant  inflamed  to  rage  by  opium,  mountains  might 
have  oppofed  themfelves  in  vain.  Will  it  amufe  my  reader's  RetroJpeSi 
to  paint  this  Prince  after  Bellino's  portrait,  which  (hews  him  a  ftout 
fquare  figure,  not  much  beyond  the  common  height,  but  broad  made, 
and  of  robuft  and  vigorous  beauty.  His  odd  tranfaftion  with  this 
Venetian  artift  fhall  clofe  the  fubjeft,  and  we'll  talk  iio  more  oa't. 
Giacomo  Bellino's  reputation  had  been  carried,  with  fbme  of  his  hif- 
toric  pieces,  to  Conflantinople ;  and  Mahomet  the  Second  fent  for  him 
to  court,  where  he  had  apartments,  often  vifitcd  by  this  Sultan,  who 
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talked  with  him  familiarly,  employed  hi$  ta^lents  upon  various  fubjcAs, 
and  not  unfreqyently  fat  to  him  himfelf.  Bellino  had  one  day,  for  his 
own  particular  lludy,  painted  a  decollation  of  St.  John.  .  The  So- 
vereign praifcd  its  peculiar  elegance  of  colouring,  admired  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  its  light  and  Ihade,  but  told  the  artift  how  much  too  long  the 
deck  wa3 ;  adding,  that  all  men's  finews  fbnmk  immediately,  when 
once  the  head  was  fevered  from  the  fpine.  Bellino  defended  his  error, 
till  the  King  faid  he  would  convince  him  in  a  moment ;  and,  afking 
how  old  St.  John  was  fuppofcd  to  be,  bid  his  attendant  nobles  bring 
him  up  a  man  exa<ftly  of  thole  years.  They  did  fo,  whilft  Giacomo 
and  his  royal  critic  ftript  his  neck,  examining  the  mufcles,  and  con* 
verfing  about  their  length,  their  elafticity,  &c. — Strike  off  the  head 
now !  was  the  next  command  ;  which,  being  Icarce  pronounced,  was 
executed.  *'  And  con>e  here,  Chriftian,''  continued  Mahomet  coldly ; 
'*  obferve  and  look,  but  how  the  fibres  all  contraft.** — ^He  turned,  and 
feeing  his  painter  in  a  fwoon,  threw  a  gold  collar  of  great  value  round 
his  neck,  and  laughing,  laid,  **  Thou  Ihouldft  not,  child,  have  repre- 
"  fented  that  which  thy  poor  heart  makes  thee  afraid  to  look  on." 
The  artift's  nerves,  however,  were  {o  Ihaken,  it  was  long  before  they 
could  regain  their  tone,  lb  as  to  enable  hiryrto^eg  for  leave,  on  Ibme 
pretence,  to  fee  again  his  native  country,  Venice  ;  where,  in  his  gar* 
rulous  old  age,  he  told  the  tale  to  thofd  who  lived  in  the  next  cen- 
tury. When  to  this  prince  Bajazet  fucceeded,  he  placed,  it  is  faid,  on 
his  dead  father*s  tomb  thefc  words : 

Mens  erat  expugnare  Rbodum,  bellare  fuperbam  Italiam. 

Sagredo  is,  however,  I  believe  miftaken,  becaufe  Paul  Jovius  outlived 
Bajazet ;  and  this  line  feems  to  me  taken  from,  a  long  copy  of  verfes, 
made  either  by  that  panegyrift  of  illuftrious  men,  or  poflibly  from 
Jean  de  Vitel,  who  dedicated  them,  with  other  Poems,  to  Cardinal  de 
Vendofme,  fo  late  as  1588.  Be  this  as  it  may  (and  I  would  rather 
truft  our  Knollys  than  Sagredo),  great  Bajazet  kept  the  example  of  his 
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proud  prcdeceflbr  full  in  view,  chaftifed  his  enemies,  and  gamed,  by 
invafion,  the  kingdom  of  Caramania  :  after  which,  he  attacked  Caith^ 
beius,  Sultarhof  Egypt,  in  the  famed  fpot  where  Alexander  conquered 
Darius  ;  and  for  three  whole  days,  Mamalukes  and  Janiffarics  difputed 
with  fuch  fury  every  inch  of  ground,  that  of  1/8,000  fighting  men, 
brought  by  their  leaders  into  the  lifts  of  death,  not  34,000  ever  faw 
again  their  native  homes ;  nor  could  the  Turkifh  Emperor  refblve, 
from  his  own  perfbn,  to  difmifs  (as  had  been  his  intention)  a  corps  fo 
valiant,  and  (b  loyal  too,  as  the  brave  JanifTaries  proved  thcmfclves 
through  thofe  days  contefl,  when  night  ferved  only  as  a  breathing 
time,  and  hours  of  repofc  were  ufed  but  to  excite  defire  of  frelh 
iflaughter.  From  fcenes  like  thefe  let  us  withdraw  our  eyes,  which, 
through  the  red-flained  glafs  of  RetroJpeSlion  have  looked  too  long,  till 
fight  itfelf  grows  fick. 

The  Critical  Reviewers,  fbme  Month  in  I798 — horrefco  referens-^ 
told  us,  and  told  us  truly,  "  That  to  trace  back  the  hiflory  of  any 
**  country  to  a  remote  aera,  to  times  which,  from  the  prevalence  of 
"  fi (ftion  and  romance,  can  only  be  elucidated  by  the  faint  glimmerings 
**  of  tradition,  and  the  feeble  aid  of  conjecture,  to  carry  on  a  feries  of 
**  hiflorical  events  through  ages  darkened  by  ignorance  and  fuperfli* 
**  tion,  and  fupplying  little  more  than  a  rcgifter  of  names,  and  a  cata- 
**  logue  of  enormities,  mujl  prove  eqtiaUy  unpleajtng  both  I0  the  writer 
**  and  the  reader T     This  is  difcouraging  indeed ;  and  fuch  is  my  own 
perfuafion  of  the  faft,  that  had  I  not  A^^performed  the  frightful  tafk 
before  this  fad  conviction  crofTed  my  path,  \  fhould  have  turned  about 
and  burned  my  book :  but  fince  we  have  together  toiled  through  one 
quarto  volume  of  a  work,  which  has  all  thefe  vile  difadvantages  to 
flruggle  vnth,  we  mufl  now  mount  the  modern  fide  our  hill,  lefs  like 
PamafTus,  God  knows,  than  Vefuvius,  where  all  the  various  views  a 
traveller  hopes  for,  is  change  from  flame  to  fmoke,  from  flowing  lava 
to  internal  fire  ;  from  paft  ejfeSis  to  future y^^rx  of  ruin  :  hot  afhes  too; 
of  late  departed  heroes,  fcholars,  wits,  will  fbon  begin  to  bum,  as  fland- 
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ing  firm  wc  trample  them  with  our  feet,  or  taking  long  ftrides,  ftrive 
to  avoid  them.  'Tis  thus,  I  am  told,  that  they  teach  bears  to  dance  ; 
<b  when  the  ground  grows  treacherous  and  impradlicable,  a  quicker 
pace  will  beft  relieve  fenfations  too  uneafy  to  be  borne.  When  wc 
have  (hewn,  then,  the  ftill  blinded  Jews,  near  the  clofe  of  this  long 
15th  century,  following  fbmc  fenfelefs  Rabbi  Lemlem  as  their  prince, 
and  after  him  vainly  imagining  the  Sophi  Ifmael,  ib  called  from  his 
great  wiiHom,  to  be  their  Meiliah,  we  ynll  have  done  with  oriental 
follies ;  obferving  only,  that  it  was  from  this  Ifmael  Shah,  as  Prince 
Cantemir  tells  us,  that  the  Perfian  fovereigns  of  his  royal  houfe  were 
aircalled  Sophies  afterwards;  afa<R:  which  Sir  John  Chardin  has  denied 
lince,  and  fays  it  would  be  laughed  at  in  Perfia,  could  they  be  informed 
we  thought  that  their  appellation.  Mr.  Gray  mentions  how,  in 
Hebrew,  the  word  Sopher  implies  one  fkilful  in  the  interpretation 
of  fcripture,  or  facred  wifdom,  and  we  dill  call  a  young  fludent 
of  divinity  at  Oxford  or  Cambridge,  a  College  Soph.  Mr.  Pope  ufcs 
the  phrafe  dcridingly  in  his  Dunciad.  But  fuch  refleAions  draw  us 
too  foon  from  Bajazct,  whom  we  muft  leave  employed  in  fubjugating 
the  eaft,  while  his  accomplifhed  brother,  Zimzim,  exiled,  remained  in 
Rome,  and  not  ill  treated :  while  the  artful  Sultan  having  made  peace 
with  all  the  Chriflian  powers,  or  almoft  all,  paid  to  the  Pope  an  annual 
ftipend  of  40,000  gold  crowns  for  his  fubfiftence,  beiides  the  famous 
clique  of  the  fpear  head,  which  pierced  our  Saviour*s  fide  when  on  the 
crofs ;  and  Zimzim,  conveyed  from  Rhodes  by  Daubuiifon,  its  valiant 
mailer,  into  Italy,  was  feen  to  kifs  the  flipper  for  prote<^on.  Bajazet 
felt  a  peculiar  refpe£l  toward  this  young  Zimzim,  as  fome  authors 
lancy,  becaufe  he  was  porphyrogenitus,  eldeil  fbn  to  his  father  after  he 
came  to  the  throne,  a  recommendation  yet  warm  at  Conilantinople ; 
but  that  diilinAion  merely  relative  to  the  old  Roman  purple,  was  no 
longer  regarded  on  the  banks  of  Bofphorus..  In  Italy  was  now  concen* 
trated  all  that  was  left  of  empire,  which,  born  at  Rome,  fcemed  dcftined 
tp  die  there ;  but,  before  deaths  to  bloom  and  flower  again,  reaping  the 
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rich  fruits  of  autumnal  fulnefs,  in  this  its  fecond  Icafon.  There,  under 
the  proteAion  of  Nicholas  V.  the  fciences  were  rifen  to  a  degree  of 
fudden  perfeftion,  hopelefs  to  paft  ages,  and  totally  invifible,  unleft 
looking  from  his  Pifgah,  like  Mofes  at  the  Promifed  Land,  our  Roger 
Bacon,  through  his  new-invented  glafles,  might  have,  perhaps,  dif- 
tantly  defcried  them  :  but  printing  now  facilitated  the  progrefs  of 
every  branch  of  learning,  Ficinus  and  Politian,  then  known  by  name 
of  Mefler  Angelo  di  Monte  Pulciano ;  Naldus,  the  phyfician ;  Lau- 
rentius  Valla,  who  traflated  the  old  Greek  hiftorians ;  JEneas  Sylvius, 
afterwards  pope ;  and  Platina,  who  wrote  the  lives  of  the  Roman 
pontiffs;  all  flourifhed  in  or  about  the  time  we  are  reviewing ;  and 
Retro/pe6lion  has  chiefly  to  lament,  that  Nicholas  himfelf,  who  built 
the  Vatican  Library,  and  fpared  no  pains,  no  money,  in  reftoring  and 
rekindling  the  generous  flame  of  literature,  expired  with  grief  in  1455, 
at  hearing  that  Conftantinople  was  not  only  loft,  but  that  all  Europe 
blamed  him  as  ^n  accomplice,  an  accefllary,  at  leaft,  though  prefeftly 
without  his  knowledge,  and  certainly  without  his  confcnt.  Truth  is, 
Nicholas  had  provided  a  fufficient  fleet  and  army,  ready  for  relief  of 
the  befieged  city,  but  delayed  fending  them,  in  hopes  the  diftrefled 
Greeks  would,  for  the  fake  of  receiving  thofe  fuccours  more  fpeedily, 
accede  to  terms  propofed  long  fince  by  the  Latin  Church,  and  fign  the 
deiired  union,  without  further  conditioning  or  obje<ftions.  In  the 
mean  while,  however,  MahoYnet  facked  the  city,  and  the  remorfeful 
pontiflT  was  never  feen  to  fleep  or  fmile  again.  His  laft  (hort  portion 
of  cxiftence  was  employed  in  fceking  from  piety  that  comfort  which 
talents  and  learning  never  can  beftow ;  in  reforming  court  abufes, 
feeding  poor  families,  attending  devout  exercifes,  and  giving  an  ex- 
ample of  every  chriftian  virtue.  To  him  fuccceded  a  more  worldly 
charadlcr,  the  firft  Borgia  Pope ;  who,  by  Alphonfo,  King  of  Spain^s 
intrigues,  was  raifcd  to  power,  and  whofe  firft  ufe  on't  had  for  objeft 
to  check  Caftilian  pride.  His  fecond  thoughts  turned  to  the  eaft  of 
courfe,  found  that  the  time  for  hot  crufades  was  over,  and  that  from 
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European   zeal  or  diligence,  but  little  could  be  hoped  againft  the 
growing  empire  of  Mahomet.    Calixtus,  therefore,  fuch  was  the  name 
he  took,  fent  Lewis  of  Bologna,  an  artful  friar,  with  rich  prefents,  to 
the  Khan  of  Tartary,  the  Sultan  of  Egypt,  and  to  the  Perfian  Princes 
above  all,  with  ftrong  infmuations  againft  the  overwhelming  genius  of 
an  individual,  likely  to  make  himfelf  their  fbvereign.     Thefc  hints 
were  not  wholly  without  efFed,  and  the  fly  primate  was  fbon  heard  to 
{z.'^y  that  if  he  could  not  unite  Chriftians  in  one  pure  and  honourable 
caufe,  he  could,  at  leaft,  divide  Mahometans,  and  by  that  means  leflen 
the  tide  of  incroachment.     His  death,  in  three  years  after  his  eleva- 
tion, ftopped  many  a  half-hatched  proje<5l,  good  and  bad ;  and  made 
unexpeiSled  way  for  that  great  ornament  of  literature,  iEneas  Silvius, 
who  had  not  only  been  for  a  long  time  bufied  in  cultivating  fcience, 
but  politics  ;   had  taken  the  oppofition  fide  in  all  matters  of  govern- 
ment ;  had  talked  aloud  how  letters  form  a  republic^  not  a  monarchy ; 
how  knowledge  and  freedom  were  obferved  to  grow  together ;  and 
having  been  crowned  with  laurel  in  the  court  of  Frederick,  where  he 
was  poet  laureat,  often  made  himfelf  remarkable  for  aiTerting  boldly, 
that  councils  were  above  the  Pope. 

From  fuch  a  head  to  the  old  Romiih  church,  both  all  profcflcd, 
and  likewife  all  wnprofeflcd  reformers,  which  were  numerous,  expeAcd 
many  and  very  great  conceflions,  and  felt,  of  courfe,  furprife,  added 
to  difappointment,  when  the  long  hoped  for  bull  at  length  appeared, 
beginning  thus :  **  Whereas  an  execrable,  and,  in  old  times,  an  un- 
heard of  opinion  flibfifts  in  the  world,  concerning  the  legality  of 
appeals  from  fovereign  Rome,  fctting  up  councils  as  fuperior  to  the 
"  PopCy  &c/*  It  was,  bcfides,  obfcr\ed  by  all  his  courtiers,  friends, 
and  companions,  that,  true  to  the  feat  he  fat  in,  Piccolomini  refolvcd 
to  maintain  what  was  then  left  of  papal  dignity  without  diminution  ; 
when,  with  the  quick  turn  of  a  wit,  rather  than  the  modeft  deference 
of  a  fcholar,  he  haftily  retraced  all  his  former  pofitions,  or  almoft  all, 
and  folemnly  charged  men  who  wiftied  the  preference  of  truth  beioi  c 
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error,  to  forget  the  arguments  of  ^neas  Sylvius,  now  no  more,  in  the 
commands  of  Pius  Sccundus,  who  knew  how  to  enforce  their  obedience. 
Proteftants,  notwithftanding,  pcrfiftcd  in  belief  that  he  was  ftill  half 
a  Huflite  in  hb  heart.  Where  love  of  power  (fay  they)  had  no 
place,  that  heart  was  found  and  pure.  He  ftill  continued  to  hate,  as 
he  confeflcd,  the  filly  rule  by  which  ecclefiaftics  were  forbidden  to 
marry ;  he  abhorred  all  fimoniacal  praAices,  and  fct  h's  face  againft 
abufe  of  that  church  power,  which  his  fituation  compelled  him  to 
frotedl.  He  fet  on  foot  an  army  for  the  eaft,  and  purpofed  animating 
it  with  his  prefence  and  example,  who  willingly  engaged  to  fight 
literally,  no  left  than  figuratively,  under  the  banner  of  Jefiis  Chrift, 
againft  the  growing  flrength  of  infidelity ;  but  at  Ancona,  in  fight  of 
the  fleet  he  had  intended  to  embark  upon,  a  fudden  fever  caught  and 
killed  this  amiable  fovereign,  whofe  temperance  and  frugality  leemed 
to  deferve  a  longer  life,  and  of  whofe  reign  each  reader  will  have  wifhtd 
.a  longer  continuance.  The  lampoons  which  were  levelled  at  his 
perfon,  came  not  into  the  noble  mind  of  Piccolomini,  except  to  move 
his  laughter :  he  faid,  upon  his  death  bed,  that  he  ftiould  have  epi- 
grams enough,  with  ftiarp  ftings,  provided  for  his  tomb-ftone,  as  all 
the  wits  would  naturally  be  bufy  to  break  their  jokes  upon  a  brother 
bard.  Yet,  though  invulnerable  to  affronts  of  that  kind,  did  any 
writings  during  his  pontificate  appear,  which  he  could  fufpcft  of 
glancing  at  the  authority  he  deemed  it  now  his  duty  to  defend,  Pius 
ficcundus  never  pardoned  them  ;  and,  it  is  fuppofed  by  fome,  that 
although  literature  had  been  his  hujinefs  in  early  life,  and  the  chief 
folace  of  his  happieft  days,  'twas  no  unpleafant  refledion,  y«/?  at  la/if 
that  the  cardinal  he  ufcd  jeftingly  to  call  our  Lady  of  Pity^  becaufe  he 
had  always  fighs  and  tears  at  command,  was  likely  to  fucceed  him : 
in  eflTeft,  this  laft-named  noble  Venetian  is  even  yet  recorded  by  the 
name  of  Paulus  Secundus,  the  Enemy  of  Learning. 

Under  his  jurifdidion  Platina  was  racked  for  a  pretended  confpi- 
racy,  and  Pomponius  Laetus  was  fulpeftcd  for  fitting  very  loofc  indeed 

to 
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to  the  Chriilian  faith,  bccaufe,  in  fomc  academy  where  he  prefided, 
the  members  had  taken  up  a  childifti  cuftom  of  calling  themfclves  all 
by  Greek  and  Roman  names — Cato  or  Ulyfles,  Such  a  liifpicion 
made  it  unfafe  for  the  hiftorian  to  keep  in  fight,  fo  he  retired  into  ol>- 
Icurity,  and  took  the  appellation  of  Julias  Sabinus ;  with  better  adap- 
tation, we  muft  confefs,  than  the  cognomina  of  Lzetus  or  Fortunatus. 
This  Pope,  however,  fhould  have  recolleAed,  that  his  own  mother  was 
baptized  Polyxenay  a  name  of  no  great  credit  to  a  lady  ;  but  he  was  ig- 
norant and  jealous,  and  terrified  at  the  progrefs  of  Mahometanifm  in 
the  eaft ;  and,  what  he  thought  as  ill  of,  incipient  reformation  in  the 
wefl:ern  world. 

Whilft  I  write  this,  however,  I  feel  (Iruck  with  the  ftrange  fimilarity 
of  humour  between  the  fourteenth  and  the  eighteenth  century,  in 
which  a  horrible  confpiracy  againft  all  religion,  all  learning,  and  all 
virtue,  has  been  difcovered  latent  among  a  fet  of  impious  men,  calling 
themfelvcs  (as  thefe  did)  by  old  appellations,  Spartacus  and  Sciph, 
Thralybulus  or  Plato  ;  and  can  fi:arce  help  refleding,  as  iEneas  Sylvius 
did,  that  the  Barbo  Pope  of  noble  birth,  but  confined  notions  as  to  li- 
terature, might  be  a  fit  man  enough  for  the  times  he  lived  in,  and 
reigned  as  209th  bifhop  of  Rome ;  where,  in  order  to  attract  notice, 
and  that  fhare  of  rcfpeft  his  talents  had  no  claim  to,  Paulus  Secundus 
increafed  the  pomp  of  his  houfehold  and  (how  of  his  palace  beyond  all 
preceding  example :  decorated  his  cardinals'  horfes  with  fcarlet  capa- 
rifbns  enriched  with  gold,  entertained  foreign  princes  with  a  dazzling 
iplcndor,  and  adorned  the  papal  tiara,  till  its  brilliancy  furpaflfed  even 
oriental  embellifhments,  and  dtftanced  the  regalia  of  ev^ry  European 
fovcreign:  lb  that  being  himfelf  of  elegant,  not  to  fay  effeminate 
beauty,  he  appeared  more  like  the  Phrygian  goddefs  Cybele,  fay  fome  of 
his  biographers,  than  like  the  vicar  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  Platina 
might  juftly  be  enraged  againft  him,  and  heap  on  farcafms,  as  he 
heaped  gems,  for  a  purpofe ;  but  every  government  when  it  firft  feels 
itfelf  beginning  to  grow  weak,  grows  (howy ;  and  ornament,  on  almoft 

all 
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all  occafions,  is  ufcd  to  fupply  want  of  ftrength.  No  matter  !  For^ 
mofus  the  Second,  as  both  his  lovers  and  his  haters  called  him,  died  of  a 
furfeit,  having  fupt  on  melons,  and  drank  too  copioufly  of  iced  water 
after  them,  one  hot  fummer  evening,  when  the  Genoefe  pontiff,  known 
by  nominal  diftindion  of  Sextus  Quartus,  fuccefsfully  prepared  tn 
reign  in  his  ftead.  His  firft  employment  was  to  fell  the  gems  which 
had  blazed  round  his  beautiful  predeceflbr,  and  with  what  money  they 
produced,  adorn  the  city,  reftore  the  aqueduds,  and  purcliafe  books  for 
his  beloved  library  at  the  Vatican,  of  which  he  is  revered  as  founder^ 
though  Nicholas  V.  projcfted  the  edifice,  and  laid  the  firft  ftone  him- 
felf.  The  new  Pope  quarrelled,  however,  with  Lorenzo  de  Medici 
about  another  purchafe,  in  which  (as  for  books  too)  they  had  been 
often  competitors ;  and  felt  the  paffions  of  mean  minds  tormenting 
their  philofophic  fouls  into  a  pcevifhnefs  beneath  their  rank  in  life — a 
rancour  ill  according  with  the  friends  and  fellow  citizens  of  this  newly 
arranged  republic  of  letters,  which  they  had  fo  taught  each  other  to  ve- 
nerate. The  fuperior  lord  of  Imola  was,  by  his  excefTcs  and  expences> 
forced  about  this  period,  1 4  7 1 ,  to  fet  his  barony  to  falc  in  the  Eomagna^ 
aftd  both  thele  princes  were  difpofed  to  buy,  when  Montefecco,  a  maa 
employed  by  Rome,  thinking  his  mafter  tricked  out  of  the  purchafe, 
began  to  engage,  with  or  without  his  principal's  confent,  in  a  grofs 
plot  againft  the  whole  Mediccfan  family.  Lorenzo's  brother  was  aiTaf- 
finated  in  the  church,  before  the  very  altar.  The  people  (who  adored 
their  patrons  and  protestors )  flew  to  arms,  feized  the  confpirators, 
racked  Montefecco  the  agent,  and  hanged  up  the  Archbifhop  of  Pifa> 
with  half  a  dozen  more  confederates,  upoyi  thejpot.  Thefe  laft  were 
chiefly  of  the  Pazzi  family,  related  to  Sextus  Quartus,  whofe  attach* 
ment  to  any  one  partaking  his  blood  was  ridiculous,  even  in  thofe  days^ 
when  no  other  cement  of  friendfhip  was  acknowledged  to  come  in. 
competition  with  kindred  and  alliance.  This  conglurazlone  de  Pazzi,*  as 

*  FazTumcsLTis  mad.     It  was,  indeed,,the  MadConfplracyl 
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in  Italian  annals  it  is  called,  was  therefore  without  much  dubiety  at- 
tributed to  the  Pope,  who,  inftead  of  repenting  his  horrible  intents,  (if 
fuch  they  were)  began  anathematizing  the  Florentines  for  death  of 
his  archbifliop ;  and  excommunicated  Lorenzo's  fclf,  whofe  modera- 
tion had  really  faved  the  boy-cardinal,  Riario,  nephew  to  Sextus,  from 
being  literally  torn  in  pieces  by  a  loyal,  and  adive,  and  grateful  po- 
pulace, who  even  doatcd  on  their  rulers ;  furrounded  them  in  the  hour 
of  diftreis,  and  fucked  the  fligut  wound  which  cut  their  favourite  in 
the  neck,  left,  pcradventurc,  the  weapon  (hould  have  been  poifoned. 
So  earneft  were  they  to  fecure,  after  his  brother's  murder,  the  invalu- 
able life  of  Lorenzo,  whom  they  confidered  as  a  mirror  of  excellence,  a 
model  by  which  to  regulate  not  only  public  but  private  behaviour ;  and 
Jo  abfurdly  wicked  was  the  man  who  thus  provoked  half  Italy  to  frenzy, 
by  threatening  the  darling  of  this  Tufcan  ftate  with  what  appears  quite 
undcferved  deftruftion.  The  ftory  has  been,  however,  fo  lately  told  in 
language  that  might  have  graced  Lorenzo's  literary  court  itfelf,  by  Mr. 
Rofcoe,  whofe  fine  book  is  now  in  every  Englifli  hand  that  can  hold 
one — I  (hall  not  add  a  word  to  this  rougli  fummary,  except  to  fay,  that 
it  was  Mahomet's  death  alone  faved  the  peninfula  from  annihilation :  as 
his  fleet  was,  at  the  very  time  of  thcfe  filly  tumults,  hovering  like  a 
hawk  over  the  devoted  diftrift  of  Calabria — whence  that  event  happily 
called  it  away,  and  left  the  Florentines  at  leifure  to  refume  their  claf- 
fical  celebrations  of  old  Plato's  birth-day,  in  honour  of  which  the  Me- 
dicean  family,  fafcinated  by  the  new-rifmg  bloom  of  ancient  learning, 
and  captivated  by  all  her  collateral  charms,  falfc  as  well  as  true,  had 
inftituted  a  fort  of  jubilee,  fome  few  years  before  this  difturbance. 

Sforza,  meanwhile.  Regent  of  Milan,  upon  the  Turks'  retreat,  pre- 
pared for  war  againft  his  neighbours  of  Venice  and  Genoa';  forgetting 
that  the  family  de  Rovcre,  an  ancient  one  in  that  laft  mentioned  city, 
had  given  birth  to  bold  Francefco,  who,  though  a  Friar  and  a  Gordclicr, 
forgot  not  for  a  moment  that  he  was  a  man,  bound  by  the  ties  of  blood 
to  all  his  kin ;  a  fovcreign   inverted  with  power  to  protect  them. 

Sextus 
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Sextus  Quartus,  for  thcfe  reafons,  (to  which  the  Tufcans  added  an- 
other, by  taking  fides  with  Sforza)  made  himfclf  ready  for  battle,  re- 
viving to  defend  the  free  ftates,  as  they  were  called ;  and  had  not  the 
defertion  of  his  allies  brought,  or  rather  driven,  the  gout)  into  his  fto- 
mach,  all  Italy  would  ibon  have  been  in  arms  at  once.  He  dicd> 
however ;  and  his  dread  of  peace  took  from  him,  even  in  death, 
that  decent  tranquillity  which  fliould  prevail,  at  Icaft,  in  the  laft  mo- 
ments.    But 

Pacis  ut  hoAis  eras,  pace  peremptus  obis, 

faid  the  wits  ;  and  Innocent  VIIL,  of  difpofition  far  lefs  fcvere  and 
warlikcit  was  his  fucceflbr.  It  was  to  his  care  Zimzim,  the  brother  of 
Bajazety  was  configned ;  and  we  leave  it  for  Boili  and  Spondanus  to 
difpute,  whether  he  aftually  and  pofitlvely  did  kifs  the  flipper,  or  whe- 
ther he  only  made  believe,  as  children  fay — the  debate  being  fbmewhat 
a  childifli  one,  and  to  the  Pope  perfeftly  uninterefting,  while  he  had 
the  annuity  paid  regularly  from  Conftantinople,  and  delighted  to  pro- 
vide for  fome  of  his  numerous  offspring  out  of  the  Turkilh  trcafury. 
Thefe  young  people  he,  for  form's  fake,  publicly  called  his  nephews, 
but  laughed  when  he  heard  others  call  them  fo.  The  merry  men,  of 
courfe,  broke  their  jefts  openly,  faying,  that  Sextus  Quartus  had  em- 
belliflied  Rome,  but  Innocent  VIII.  did  moft  towards  peopling  it.  It 
was  he>  however,  built  the  palace  Belvedere,  repaired  a  fine  old  church 
founded  by  Valentinian,  and  finding,  or  fancying  that  he  found  in  the 
wall  fbme  of  the  genuine  titlc>  Hebrew,  Greek,  and  Latin,,  originally 
placed  upon  our  Saviour's  crofs — he  called  the  edifice  by  that  name, 
Temple  of  the  Holy  Crofs  of  Jerafalem,  and  decorated  it  with  great 
munificence.  Innocent  was  of  a  gentle,  generous  temper,  and  only 
wilhed  to  cultivate  the  arts  of  peace ;  fcoming  the  libels  made  upon  his 
loofe  charader,  when  Pafquin  called  him  father  of  his  country :  but 
though  not  eminent  for  care  concerning  literature^  when  a  French  friar 
came  to  him  fxom  Paris,  with  a  long  panegyric  on  a  Pope  dead  feveral 
Vol..  lU  D  centuries 
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centuries  before — ^^  Well !  what  have  you  faid  of  St.  Marccllus  ?"  en- 
quired he.     *'  I  have  obfervcd/'  replies  the  Monk,  '*  how  happily  he 
*'  was  named ;  feeing  that  Mar  meant,  no  doubt,  un  mer  de  charite  ; 
'^  eel  fhewed  that  he  had  le  wxdxfel ;  and  lus  was  a  proof  qu'il  avait  les 
"  lumieresy     *'  Get  thee  back,  Tranfalpine  dolterhcad  !'*  exclaimed  the 
Pontiff,  *'  and  difgrace  not  our  dawn  of  fcience  with  thy  folly.     Get 
"  thee  back  to  thy  convent,  I  fay ;  and  if  thou  wilt  take  a  pen  in  hand, 
*'  copy  fbme  other's  wTiting,  but  prefume  not  to  publifli  thy  own/* 
To  copy,  however,  "became  daily  a  leis  ufeful  and  a  lefs  neceffary  art ; 
and  we  may  accordingly  obferve,  that  the  manufcripts,  after  the  year 
1500,  when  printing  was  familiar  to  mankind,  attraft  our  notice  lefs  by 
their  beauty  and  ncatnefs/than  thofe  which  were  wTittcn  before  then — 
fo  docs  one  human  invention  ftop  the  progrefs  of  another — ^but  chiro* 
graphy  is,  at  any  rate,  a  petty  perfedion  when  at  bcfl ;  and  for  the  noble 
Mt  which  fuperfeded  it,  we  arc  indebted  to  German  patience,  German 
induflry :  not  has  Retro/^eSlion  often  contemplated  a  truer  model  of  thefe 
his  countrymen  s  peculiar  merits  than  Frederick  the  Fourth,  juflly  fur- 
named  the  Philofopher.     He  had  focceeded  Albert,  the  fon-in-law  of 
feithiefs  Sigifmund,  in  1440  ;   ancj  had  now,  for  more  than  half  a  ccn- 
tiary^  witnefled,  with  a  fleady  eye,  the  convulfions  of  Italy  and  Au* 
ftria :  a  long  teign,  ^s  he  himfelf  confidered  it ;  and  one,  as  he  ob* 
ferved,  that  another  man  would  have  called  turbulent.     But  when 
Confliaiitinople  unwillingly  received  the  crcfcent  on  her  brows  in  lieu 
of  the  crofs>  and  Turkifli  terrors  quitted  the  affrighted  eafl  only  to  dif• 
J)Uy  their  flandard  over  the  Mediterranean  Sea, — when  ScxtusQuartus 
ihook  the  peninfala  of  Italy  from  her  centre,— *nay,  when  Mathias, 
King  of  Hungary,  invaded  Poland,  beat  the  Bohcmiatrs,  fcizing,  at 
length,  uptm  Vienna's  felf,  and  keeping  poUeflkm  of  his  conquefl ;  this 
tnily  philofbphic  Emperor  betrayed  no  change  of  temper,  nor  no  figns 
of  paffioift.  Rerwn  trreatperat^arum  Jiimma  felicitas  oblhio,  w^as  his  fa- 
vourite fentence,  and  he  wrote  it  on  the  walls  of  every  bed-chamber 
he  il&jp>t  in :  ttor  was  he  ^  flortif\d  or  flow-minded  man,  although  the 

Italians^ 
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Italians,  who  never  could  provoke  him,  faid  he  was  anhna  morta  in 
corpQ  vrvente.  He  was  alive  to  that  partiality  which  makes  every  pa- 
rent think  their  own  progeny lof  fuperior  excellence;  and  when  he 
contemplated  his  daughter's  charms,  it  came  into  the  mind  of  Fre- 
derick, that  with  ///t'w  he  might  purchafe  the  whole  world's  peace  and 
felicity.  In  confequencc  of  this  idea  a  meflengcr  was,  early  in  his 
reign,  difpatchcd  to  inform  Mahomet  II.  that  if  he  would  turn  Chrif- 
tian — in  good  time  !  and  that  forthwith  ;  the  lovely  Sigifraunda  Ihould 
be  his  queen,  uniting  the  empires  of  the  eaft  and  weft.  Mahomet 
laughed,  and  faid  he  had  fix  hundred  virgins  then  to  choofe  out  of,  and 
had  no  fancy  to  increafe  the  lift ;  but  would  receive  the  princefs  wil- 
lingly, without  co7iditio7iing,  to  his  feraglio.  When  evenjicch  a  reply 
failed  to  affed  the  Emperor's  good  humour,  the  title  of  Philofopher  muft 
be  conf^ift  his  due.  The  Popes  had  all  acknowledged  his  piety,  emd  few 
he  knew  how  to  appreciate  merit  in  the  perfon  of  ^Eneas  Sylvius,  whom 
he  firft  fent  ambaflador  to  Rome,  where  Nicolas  the  Fifth  crowned  him 
with  his  confort  Eleanora,  in  1452 ;  nor  would  Pius  II.  quarrel  with 
him,  as  he  did  with  Alphonfo  of  Spain,  whofe  haughtinefs  required  a 
check  from  papal  power.  Frederick  IV.  lived  on  throxigh  fix  pontifi- 
cates, nor  died  till  after  Innocent  VIIL,  who  lay  fo  long  in  a  fit  once 
before,  that  all  around  him  thought  his  life  irrecoverably  loft.  On  his 
demife  was  feated  in  St.  Peter's  chair  the  profligate  Rodcrico  Borgia, 
well  known  in  the  annals  of  infamy  by  namie  of  Alexander  VL  At 
his  'acceffion  Retrofpe^  Ihall  reft,  although  the  century  is  not  quite 
clofed ;  becaufe  Cplumbus  gave  to  that  period  power  to  impreis  the 
minds  of  men ;  and  make  the  year  14g2  an  epoch  for  fucceeding  gene- 
rations, yir  more  remarkable  than  would  round  numbers,  A.D.  1500. 
But  we  ftcp  back  a  while  to  fetch  into  our  focus  the  more  northern 
nations,  France,  Spain,  Holland,  and  Denmark,  with  England,  Scot- 
land, &c.  too  long  left  out  of  fight. 
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CHAP.    II. 

CONTAINING 

A  REVIEWAL  OF  ENGLAND,  FRANCE,  SPAIN,  HOLLAND,  DENMARK, 

SCOTLAND— THEIR  ADVANCEMENTS 

FROM  1455    TO  lAQI. 
THE  SAME  PERIOD  OF  FORTY-SEVEN  TEARS. 

It 

THIS  period,  although  turbulent,  will  be  found,  on  RetroJpeSlion, 
.  to  have  thrown  up  from  the  yefty  waves  of  its  chaotic  violence 
Ibme  ufefui  improvements,  and  given  rife  to  fome  agreeable  ideas.  But 
the  brighteft  day  is  obferved  to  commence  with  the  fainteft  glimmer, 
and  whilft  in  efFeft  their  fine  capital  inundated  robbed  Venice  of  valu- 
ables worth  a  million  fterling  by  one  unexpefted  influx  of  the  fea — ^not 
then  as  afterwards  regularly  fubmitting  to  all  creation*s  delegated 
Lord ;  and  whilft  in  rough  Bohemia  the  bold  Thaborites  fought  to  fet 
up  one  Podiebrand  for  prince,  becaufe  he  was  of  their  perfuafion, 
Chriftiem,  the  King  of  Denmark,  kindly  confirmed  the  privileges  of 
Hamburgh,  fpontaneoufly  relinquifhed  his  pretenfions  to  the  Orkney 
and  Shetland  Ifles,  in  favour  of  James  IV,,  newly  born,  and  hoped,  he 
faid,  to  fee  the  time  when  not  only  nobles  but  good  burghers,  through 
his  land,  Ihould  feed  on  a  fat  goofe  every  St.  Martin  s  day. 

Reformation  and  civilization  thus  walked  forward  hand  in  hand ; 
but  they  received  fome  checks.  The  Popes  excited  Mathias,  nephew 
to  Huniades,  the  Hungarian  Heftor,  againft  Podiebrand,  becaufe  he 
had  been  a  follower  of  Zifea ;  and  as  the  northern  nations  now  feemed 
all  diipofed  to  claim  a  Chriftian's  fhare  in  Jefus'  blood.  Innocent  the 
Eighth  had  the  addrefs  to  perfuade  them  how  wine  would  not  keep 
good  in  fiich  cold  latitudes,  and  that  to  infift  upon  this  empty  privi- 
lege 
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lege  would  but  produce  fotne  horrid  profanations.  Meanwhile  baro- 
nial power  began  in  its  own  native  foil  to  fhew  fure  fymptoms  of 
having  paflcd  its  prime.  Margaret  de  Waldemar  had  made  her  fub- 
jefts  find  that  a  crown  differed  greatly  from  a  coronet.  They  had  feen 
Jier  wear  one  with  three  points,  expreffive  of  the  three  realms  (he  con- , 
folidated  in  her  own  pcrfon,  under  her  own  government ;  teaching,  at 
the  fame  time,  the  increafed  diitance  now  firfl  acknowledged  between 
prince  and  no^le^  who,  till  thefe  days,  thought  that  fuch  a  title  was  to 
be  confidered  but  as  the  mark  of  a  fuperior  lord,  and  fcarcely  that, 
when,  as  it  fometimes  chanced,  chieftains  did  homage  for  a  town  or 
difbidl,  to  barons  better. in  defccnt  than  they,  though  weaker  in  the 
number  of  adherents. 

Thefe  new  principles  made,  as  may  be  imagined,  a  gradual  but  cer- 
tain alteration  in  the  manners  of  all  Europe ;  and  manners  altering 
confirmed  the  principles,  which  commerce  wafted  quick  from  fhore  to 
fhore.  Science  too  fapped,  while  bold  ambition  battered  the  rufly  pha- 
lanx of  that  old  Gothic  ariflocracy  which,  feven  or  eight  centuries  before, 
had  broken  Rome's  royal  empire  by  its  wafleful  inroads.  The  compafs 
too  had,  in  thefe  later  days,  been  difcovered ;  and  traffic,  though  intend- 
ing at  firfl  mere  exchange  of  vendible  commodities,  found  himfelf  in- 
fenfibly  engaged  as  a<ftive  agent  in  the  caufe  of  fentiment.  Looking- 
glaffes  were  brought  from  Venice,  at  an  immenfe  price,  to  this  country, 
when  one  fhould  have  thought  men*s  minds,  occupied  about  civil  war 
and  difcord  hourly  increafing,  could  have  cared  little  for  fuch  articles  of 
luxury.  A  book,  indeed,  flill  fetched  thirty  or  forty  pounds :  but  he- 
raldry was  grown  a  fludy,  and  the  famed  collar  of  SS's,  inflituted  in 
honour  of  St.  Simplicius,  if  I  remember  right,  was  by  none  of  Edward 
the  Third's  defccndants  held  in  higher  eflimation  than  by  Henry  the 
Sixth,  who  neglefted  not  things  of  more  folid  importance,  having  no 
fewer  than  half  a  dozen  wool-houfes  in  New  Palace-yard,  Weflminfler, 
and  having  arranged  the  wakes  and  fairs  firfl  fet  on  foot  by  Alfred,  con- 
fining them  to  market-towns.   Henry  VI.  exalting  Leadenhall  as  the 

firfl 
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firft  public  granar}^  is  likcwife  remarkable  in  our  capital — £0  is  the 
firft  inftitution  of  .our  Lord  Mayor's  fliow— while  a  fort  of  ekgant 
pottery  had  been  invented  at  Florence,  called  terra  cotta,  which 
being  uied  for  fculpturc  imitation,  found  its  way  into  common  life, 
and  they  made  jars  there  not  very  unlike  their  ancient  amphora. 
Mean  time  $ur  cerciiiiam  here  in  Britain  was  kept  from  quick  decay 
only  by  wormwood ;  for  hops  were,  about  this  time,  prohibited  as  an 
ill  weed  thought  to  pofiefs  flrange  deleterious  qualities ;  and  wine,  a 
coflly  cordial  yet,  was  deemed  fitting  only  for  princely  palates.  Who 
fhould  be  prince  over  all,  now  grew  a  queflion  of  flill  more  importance 
among  us.  Men  cared  but  little  who  they  called  the  Kingy  when  dukes, 
and  earls,  and  all  were  petty  fovereigns ;  but  in  as  much  as  their  privi- 
leges decayed,  and  greater  preference  graced  the  royal  feat,  incitements 
to  the  contefl  grew  in  flrength  and  power.  Since  our  firfl  Edward 
too  had  told  his  people,  that  what  concerned  all  fhould  be  by  all  ap- 
proved ;  the  realm  feemed  fct  for  univcrfal  fuffirage,  and  votes  in  fuch 
cafe  will  be  always  given  with  mofl  efFcft  upon  the  points  of  pikes* 
Sicilian  Margaret,  well  aware  of  this,  reiblvcd  that  her  fon  fhould  not 
lofe  his  jufl  inheritance,  for  fuch  fhe  deemed  it,  by  his  foft  father's 
flexibility.  In  vain  did  gentle  Henry,  fixth  of  the  name,  refign  autho- 
rity and  power  to  his  coufm.  The  blood  befpotted  Neapolitan,  as 
Shakefpear  calls  her,  fummoned  Earl  Clifford  to  the  fieW,  with  other 
partizans,  and  forced  on  the  mild  monarch,  by  their  means,  that  dignity 
his  unrefifcing  heart  defired  not.  Richard  of  York  reproached  him 
firft,  and  then  oppofed,  when  with  the  Lords  of  Salifbury  and  War- 
wick, army  met  army  in  the  field  at  Blorcheath.  Sir  Andrew  Trol- 
lope  there  deferted  fuddenly  from  the  Duke's  caufe,  and  with  a  body 
ofdiftinguifhed  veterans,  changed  fides,  and  threw  himfelf  at  the  King's 
feet,  who  pardoned  all  his  foes,  and  heard  with  pleafurc  that  his  rebel- 
lious coufin  had  retired,  feigning  how  Ireland  required  his  prefence> 
while  Warwick  went  to  France  and  fheltered  there. 

Our  people,  however,  hated,  as  it  appears,  the  unhappy  coimcdion 
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made  with  Regnicr,  the  king  of  Napks,  and  viewed,  with  pity  bor- 
dcringon  contempt,  their  fovcreiga's  fubmiffion  to  his  dowcrleis  queen, 
whofe  cottdtwS:  toward  good  Humphrey,  Duke  of  Glo'fter,  had  never 
been  fbigivtai  here  in  England ;  and  Lancafter's  weak  title  to  tlie 
cron^n  grew  daily  more  and  more  obfcrvaWe,  as  men  5  eyes  opcn£d 
againft  prejudices,  recovering  fiom  the  fplcndors  thrown  around  it  by 
their  courageous  King  Henry  V. — ^Difbrders,  confequcnt  upon  a  feeble 
adminiftratkm,  now  filled  the  realm  :  to  remedy  thcfe  mifchiefs,  War- 
wick, half  called  frooi  Calais,  marched  through  Kent^  a«ad  the  bold  Duke 
of  York  haftcned  to  meet  him.  Margaret,  taken  fomewhat  unawares, 
loft,  at  Northampton,  what  flie  had  won  at  Bloreheath  ;  her  hufband 
being,  befides,  made  prifoner  there,  his  ooufm  openly,  and  for  the  firfl: 
time,  claimed  the  thrtmt^  whiHl  all  Ms  peers  and  partizans  diluted  maiv- 
fuUy  at  Weftminfter  againfl:  thofc  of  the  reigning  pnno^  who  ihould 
be  foumd  the  proper  man  to  irt  in  it.  Tliat  any  arguments  fhould 
have  any  weight,  whilft  the  whole  nation  thus  was  armed,  is  ftrange  >; 
and,  to  the  credit  oi  that  nation,  certainly  the  refiilt  of  their  debates 
ftill  more  io:  every  thing  ending  in  a  peaceful  compeomifc,  which 
allowed  Henry  'his  life  in  the  royal  feat,  to  which '  Duke  Richard  was 
named  Jaw^al  iucccflor  by  an  unanimaus  vote  of  all  the  lords  aflembied 
«t  that  council .:  fcitt  no  decrees  could  fiience  Margaret,  wiiile  her  fen 
li\^d  to  whet  her  keen  ambition.  She  roufed  the  basons  in  the  North 
to  aAion,  and  brought  large  reinforcements  up  from  Wales,  where  her 
foft  hu&and*s  mother  had,  by  her  fecond  marriage  with  brave  Tud<M-, 
formed  a  conneiftfon  for  her  former  family,  that  never  w^uld  forfiJcc 
them  im  diftrefs.  She  gave  anticipating  York  the  meeting,  and  drov€ 
his  troops  before  her  <:onquerr»g  arras ;  kiHed  frnt^  and  cut  a  way  his 
head  at  Wakefield;  his  yotmgeft  fon,  the  fcarce-fiedged  Earl  of  Riit- 
knd,  being  the  fame  day  favagely  murdered  in  -cold  Mood  byClifFord. 
But  Warwick  hearing  how  the  tide  of  war  rolled  forward  towards  our 
mad  metropolis,  drew  out  the  Londoners,  ever  attached  to  him  and  to 
young  Edward,  who  now  inherited  the  duke's  pretenfums.  They  noet 
•   .  the 
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the  Queen,  fatigued,  although  viftorious,  and  at  St.  Alban*s  gave  her 
army  battle.  There  fortune  once  more  favoured  the  Lancaftrians,  and 
our  meek  monarch  found  himfelf  releafed  by  the  Amazonian  fpirit  of 
his  wife  :  their  fon  too,  who  refembled  Margaret  in  valour,  and  hoped 
to  emulate  Henry  V.  in  fame,  difplayed  that  day  proofs  of  high 
prowefs  in  the  fierce  engagement,  as  did  their  coufm  on  the  other 
fide,  young  Ekiward ;  who,  in  defpite  of  this  advantage  loft,  was  pro- 
claimed king  within  the  capital,  while  the  Queen's  troops  retreated 
towards  thole  provinces  which  had  enabled  her  to  fetch  her  hufband, 
detained  till  then  amid  the  Yorkifts'  army.  The  grand,  decifive  blow 
was  fought  at  Towton,  and  Scotland  then  received  the  royal  fugitives, 
after  a  fight,  where  Exlward  gave  no  quarter,  fired  with  revenge,  and 
raging  round  the  field.  The  gentle  king  again  was  caught  and  fpared  : 
the  prince  and  Margaret  efcaped  to  Regnier,  with  the  good  Duke  of 
Exeter  their  uncle  ;  and  there  it  was  that  Philip  de  Comincs  faw  this 
unhappy  nobleman  ferving  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  as  groom.*  Ed- 
ward the  IVth.  meantime,  remained  in  fomething  like  peaceful  pof- 
feffion  of  thofe  dominions  he  had  the  beft  right  to :  and  the  brave  Earl 
of  Warwick,  whofe  ailiftance  lifted  him  to  the  enjoyment  of  that 
right,  fhared  all  his  confidence,  or  thought  he  did ;  while  #ur  new 
Sovereign,  given  up  to  pleafiire,  fought  among  the  high  born  beauties 
of  his  court,  thoie  who  were  kindeft,  and  complied  moft  readily..  The 
carl,  however,  prudently  conceived  that  good  alliances  Ihould  firft  be 
fixed  on ;  and  folicited  an  appointment  by  which  he  might  demand  the 
Lady  Bona  of  Savoy,  nearly  connefted  with  France,  as  wife  to  Ed- 
ward, who,  in  his  alienee,  courted  Lady  Gray  de  Wodevile ;  and  Ihc,. 
refolving  ta  accept  no  other  terms,  was  queen  of  England  in  a  fort- 
night's time.  This  dame  was  daughter  to  Sir  Richard  Wodevile,  by 
Jaqueliae  de  Luxembourg,  laft  wife  to  the  great  Duke  of  Bedford;. 

*  He  came  home>  howevery  after  foroe  time';  and  Pennant  fays,  that  he  li^  buried 

at  St.  Catharine's  church,  Eaft  Smithfield.    His  widowed  duchefs  married  Sir  Henry 

Jj^es,  o£  Caermarthen,  from  whom  defcends  the  prefent  Bilhop  of  Kildare. 

who>. 
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and  being  left  of  him  a  widow,  wedded  that  brave  jroung  knight ;  by 
whom  flio  was  mother  to  Edward  the  Fourth's  new  queen^  whofe  firft 
huA)and^  Sir  John  Grray  of  Grofcby,  was  killed  fighting  for  the  Houfe 
of  Lancafter,  and  came  to  beg  her  fons  might  not^  for  his  fault,  loie 
their  eftate ;  when  the  King  loved,  and  raifcd  her  to  thkt  royalty,  which 
finotUtrtdy  though  it  never  quite  extingut/hed  her  prejudices  in  favour  of 
the  other  family.  Warwick,  enraged  at  this  intelligence,  for  every 
reaibn,  menaced  hb  fender  with  a  dreadful  vengeance ;  and  to  affright 
him  more,  as  he  believed,  gave  his  own  daughter  to  the  banifhed 
prince,  and  made  a  Irague  with  Margaret  his  mother ;  who,  with  her 
dear  loved  ion,  was  then  foliciting  her  cauie  and  his  at  Paris,  when 
the  account  was  brought  to  all,  of  thefe  unhappy  nuptials,  Thofe 
times  were  paft,  however,  when  bold  barons  defied  their  kings  to  fingle 
combat,  and  called  them  liar  or  traitor  to  their  face.  Edward. the 
Fourth  of  England  knew  his  power,  and  was  determined  that  it  fhould 
htfelt ;  he  laughed  at  rebel  Warwick,  as  he  called  him,  and  mentioned 
with  contempt  his  new  allies ;  prepared  for  war,  and  though  he  lofl 
one  battle  to  his  old  opponent  Margaret,  who  once  more  brought  her 
pious  hufband  out  from  priibn  to  a  throne,  *twas  not  one  viftory 
could  keep  the  Yorjcifts'  power  completely  down,  after  it  had  been  by 
all  fully  acknowledged.  The  plains  of  Bamet  faw  the  fall  of  Warwick  ; 
whofe  death  drew  the  firfl  tears  (*tis  faid)  from  her  eyes  that  long  had 
looked  on  him  as  her  worfl  foe.  So  Sifygambis  mourned  the  death  of 
Alexander  I  But  Tewkefbury*s  calamities  foon  from  the  mind  of 
Margaret  obliterated  each  fenfe  of  what  was  found  moil  forrowful  at 
Barnct.  Thejbn,  for  whom  fhe  fought,  for  whom  fhe  mourned  a 
father  in  jneek  Henry,  a  father-in-law  next  in  gallant  Warwick,  lay 
flabbed  by  his  relentlefs  coufin*s  fword  in  Glo'flerfliire ;  and  the 
Queen's  fpirit  of  rcfiftance  died  with  him.  Her  heart  thus  broken,  her 
wretched  hufband,  after  his  efcapes,  killed  in  the  Tower  of  London, 
while  Ihe  fled  to  France,  left  Edward  no  competitor  to  cope  with ;  nor 
ought  to  conquer  fave  his  own  hot  paffions,  and  thofe  of  both  his 
Vol.  IJ,  E  brothers. 
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farothen,  fulien  and  difcontented  at  hb  marriage  with  Lady  Gnj, 
who  evefj  jear  brought  forth  ibme  princely  baby,  yet  icemed  by 
that  means  <Hily  to  accelerate  hot  own,  and  her  vduAe  fiunily*s  dcftruc^ 
tion.    After  his  royal  father*s  death  indeed^  the  ddeft  was  called  king 
a  while,  Edward  V.  by  name :  but  rugged  Richard,  iccond  Ion  to 
the  great  Duke  of  York,  would  not  permit  iiich  puny  obflmcks  to 
ftand  between  him  and  the  ilicceffion.     Murder  to  his  mind  brought 
no  qualms  of  confcience.     He  had  diipatched  the  pious  king  in  priibn, 
and  his  fword  helped  to  maflacre,  in  cold  blood,  after  his  brother's 
TiAory,  the  gallant  prinoeof  Wales :  as  for  the  ^rls,  they  ieem  to  hare 
been  forgotten ;  and  the  Queen-mother,  that  they  might  be  wholly 
fo,  put  young  Cecilia  early  in  a  convent,  and  ftarted  when  report  was 
brought  her  that  King  Richard  had  thoughts  of  getting  papal  difpen* 
fation  to  wed  the  eldeft  child  Elizabeth,  ibon  as  his  little  nephews 
were  removed,  and  his  firft  wife  put  out  of  the  way^     This  charader, 
however,  this  third  Richard,  firft  the  protedor  of  our  realms,  then  the 
ufurping  fbvercign,  made  good  lavvrs ;  and  ieemed  to  have  funk  every 
private  virtue  only  to  fill  the  flowing  tide  of  general  beneficence.  This, 
though  a  common  ftratagcm  of  crowned  heads,  ieldom  prospers :  the 
blood-ftiuned  prince  ibon  found  himfelf  abhorred,  even  by  that  public> 
for  whofe  fake  he  faid  he  had  renounced  all  ties  of  tendemefs.     Thfy 
called  him  Crook-backM  Dick,  and  turned  their  eyes  from  England 
into  Brittany,  where  the  laft  remnant  of  the  Houfe  of  Lancaftcr, 
deicended  from  a  daughter  of  old  John  of  Gaunt,  lived  in  a  fort  of 
honourable  retreat,  rather  than  downright  obfcurity  :   and  holy  Henry 
the  Sixth  had  faid,    "  That  youth  will  wear  the  crown  which  we 
contend   for."     Such    odd   prediftions  then  were  coimted  prophe- 
ties,  and  a  wild  Irifh  bard  had  told  King  Richard  he  fhould  not  live 
long  after  he  faw  Richmond ;  in  confcqucncc  of  which  he  ftudioufly 
avoided,  both  in  Surrey  and  in  Yorkfliirc,  ever  going  near  a  place 
which  bore  that  name ;  but  he  was  forced  to  recollcft  at  laft,  the 
Earl,  and  not  the  Town,  was  fatal  to  him.     At  the  firft  found  of  ho- 
nour's 
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nour*s  call,  he  came,  warm  with  a  paflion  for  fair  Anne  of  Brittany, 
idol  of  thofe  times  !  whofc  profefled  knight  he  was ;   and  Bofworth 
field  witneflfcd  young  Richmond's  triumph.     That  his  father  was  fan 
of  Owen  Tudor,  by  Catharine  of  France,  widow  to  Harry  V.  accounts 
for  the  partiality  Wales  always  (hewed  the  red   rofe ;  and  in   the 
Moftyn  family  even  now  remains  (in.form  of  a  caudle  cup)  the  gold 
hilt  of  that  fword  with  which  he  pierced  the  brave  ufurper's  breaft  on 
that  day;  which  leaving  hxta  t\it  power  ^  and  poor  EHzabeth  of  York 
the  right y  to  reign  over  us,  a  marriage  was  propoled  between  her  and 
the  conqueror,   fo  to  unite  their  feparatc  pretenfions,  and  end  thofe 
feuds  which  had  {o  long  diftraded  our  dominions.     It  conferred  few 
domeftic  joys  indeed.    What  wonder !  that  Henry  the  Seventh  ihould 
love  Anne  de  Bretagnc,  in  whofe  fbciety  he  fpent  his  youth,  was  na* 
tural ;  that  he  ihould  hate  the  heirefs  of  the  rival  houie,  is  no  lefs  con- 
fbnant  to  common  feelings  ;  and  (he,  perhaps,  would  have  liked  him 
no  better,  had  not  her  mother.  Lady  Gray  de  Woodvillc,  in(pired  her 
ftiil  with  moft  refpetftful  fcntimcnts  towards  the  defendants  of  time- 
honoured  Lancafter  ;  who  having  wedded  Mary  de  Padilla*s  daughter, 
by  Peter  the  Cruel,  their  daughter,  wife  to  Beaufort,  Duke  of  Somcrfet, 
was  mother  to  the  Countcfs  of  Richmond,  who(c  only  offspring  by  the 
cari,  her  fecond  hu(band,  was  Henry  VII.     She  had  a  boy  by  her 
third  marriage  with  Stanley^  Earl  of  Derby,  after  whofe  death  Jhe  en^ 
dovoed  Chrift's  Callegey  Cambridge^  and  wore  a  nun's  drcfs ;  but  Hume 
tells  us  how  Henry  VIIL  confulted  and  refpeAed  her ;  and  Campden 
relates  how  this  Jo  mighty  princefs  bad  been  heard  to  (ay,  that  if  the 
Chri(lian  kings  would  once  again  fall  on  the  Tiurk,  and  win  the  Holy 
Land,  (he   would  herfelf  be  laundre(s  to  their  tents,  and  follow  them 
on  foot  to  Palcftine  ;  all  which  could  not  be  true,  methinks,  had  (he 
turned  nun,  indeed,  and  left  the  world.     However  this  be,  the  world 
iras  improving  daily,  and  England's  union  of  the  hoftile  rofes,  foon 
healed  the  wounds  of  forty  years  civil  war ;  during  which  time,  it  is  to 
be  (uppofcd  that  laws,  arts  and  commerce,  muft  have  been  negleded ; 

^2  whilft 
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whilft  he  who  wielded  the  heavicft  battle-axe,  or  drew  the  furcft  bow, 
was  the  beft  man.  The  clergy  acknowledged,  as  authentic,  none  but 
Juftinian*s  code  ;  and  laics  held  themiclvcs  firmlieft  bound  by  good 
old  uiages.  The  Plantaganet  monarchs  had,  indeed,  made  fome  good 
ftatutes,  efpecially  Richard  III.  but  ftill  la  lot  du  plus  fort  always 
prevailed  ;  till  the  whole  nation  feeing  a  fon  bom  to  the  united  houies> 
began  to  think  the  ftorm  completely  over.  Meanwhile,  the  greateft  ipi- 
racle,  in  my  mind,  which  ever  came  within  our  common  eye,  or  fixed 
the  wandering  glance  of  RetroJpeSlion,  is,  that  in  A.  D.  1377  England 
fhould  not  enumerate  many  more  fouls  than  two  millions  through  the 
realm ;  and  in  A.D.  1 487>  four  millions  and  a  half  were  found  upon  enu- 
meration, as  if,  like  polypi,  they  had  increafed  by  cutting :  but  I  fuppofo  . 
the  incipient  Reformation,  though  not  begun  here,  had  a  fbare  in  this 
other  wife  incredible  phenomenon.  Emigrants  muft  have  reforted  hi- 
ther from  other  countries,  where  perfecution  had  begun ;  and  Pafquier, 
in  his  Recherches,  does  tell  a  tale,  how  medical  profeifors  obtained 
leave  to  marry  as  early  as  1452,  when  Cardinal  d*Etourville  brought 
from  Rome  permiffion  of  the  Pope  for  this  infringement  of  an  old 
cuftomi  hitherto  held  facred ;  perhaps  that  edidl  might  affeS  our  land, 
where  literature  would  not,  any  more  than  population,  be  reprefled. 
Let  the  ipring  be  ever  fo  backward,  the  frofts  ever  fo  cruel, y&/w^  leaves 
will  {hooti  fome  flowers  will  appear  in  May.  The  Earl  of  Rivers,  be- 
headed by  Richard  in  1483,  becaufe  brother  to  the  haplefsLady  Gray, 
had  been  appointed  by  Eld  ward  IV.  preceptor  to  his  infant  fon,  and 
had  tranflated  many  authors  from  the  French  language,  which  grew 
every  day  more  and  more  the  falhionablc  ftudy.  He  had,  befides,  prc- 
fented  to  the  King  his  Dides  or  fay  ings  of  ancient  philofophers,  which, 
I  have  heard,  was  the  third  book  printed  in  our  ifland  by  Caxton,  who 
had  a  prefs  fet  up  in  Weflminfter  Abbey  :  but  improvements  came 
quick  from  Germany,  where  portable  clocks,  watches,  were  now  in^ 
vented,  and  muikets  were  become  common  in  war.  Wire  was  drawn 
cut  for  ufe,  and  woodea  exits  or  gravings  contrived  for  ornament  i 
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mufic  kept  pace  with  other  arts,  perhaps  outran  them ;  and  wc  had  a 
Venetian  prganift^  his  name  Berhardb,  to  play  upon  our  fine  church 
at  Wrexham  here,  ih  Denbighflitfe.  Manners,  too,  now  began  to  be  re- 
garded: and  the  firft  boarding- fchool  for  young  ladies  on  record,  was  fet 
up,  as  I  think,  at  Stratford-le-B«w,  {Borx>)  under  patronage  of  the  old. 
Duchcfs  of  York,  Edward  the  Fourth's  mother,  yvhtrc  manerfye  havyours 
were  taught,  and  not  to  wetejingers  depe  ihfaws  at  meletyme.  Barto- 
lomeo  Glantville's  code  of  petty  laws,  as  we  may  term  his  long  Eflay  dc 
Proprietatibus  Rerum,  was  printed  at  Harlem,  1485,  and  jtfterwards  by 
Caxton,  as  tranflated  by  Lord  Berkeley's  chaplain.  This  book  feeras 
parent  to  the  Italian  Galateo,  as  it  gives  general  direftions  for  the  " 
conduct  of  wives,  parents,  hufbands,  children,  youths,  maidens;  in 
ihort,  all  fituations  in  life  :  the  importance  of  which,  to  fociety,  feems^ 
to  have  imprefled  the  author  very  powerfully.  When  weary  of  plain 
profc,  he  breaks  out  at  laft  into  what,  no  doubt,  he  deemed  a  truly  poeti- 
cal epilogue  to  hb  extraordinary  performance,  and  fays : 

Now  pray  fed  be  God  !  whychc  hathe  fo  well  endued 

Mc,  the  authore,  wy  the  grace  de  proprietatibus : 

To  fee  fo  many  natVal  things  renued, 

Whydie  in  my  booke  I  have compyled  thus; 

Where  tbrou  by  redinge  we  may  comforte  us,  ^ '    t ; 

And  by  concytes  dy vers  fede  our  mynde,  , 

As  bokcs  cmpryntcd  fhowyth — right  as  ye  fynde  . 

In  Wyncken  den  Worde*  whych  tfirofugh  his  dtligens  *' 

Emprynted  hath  at  prayer,  and  at  defy  re  « 

Oi  Roger  Thorney  Mercer  \  and  from  thenfe 

This  Mocyon  fprang,  to  fet  the  hertes  on  fyre. 

Of  fuch  as  love  to  rede  in  every  Ihyre ; 

Dyvfers  matcrst  a  Voydingtt  Ydlenefl^, 

Juijk  as  this  boke  of  myae  doth  here  epcprelle^ 

But  the  affairs  of  France  have  been  too  long  forgotten.  We  left 
Charles  VII.  viAorious  and  well  ierved  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign. 
Our  RetroJpeSflon  now  returns  to  find  him  thwarted  by  the  intriguing 
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^it  of  his  £>n,  who  checked  him  ftiil  in  his  career  of  glory ;  among 
other  tricks,  poifoning  fair  Agnes  de  Sorel;  and,  by  that  means, 
taking  from  her  royal  lover  his  real  inducement  to  all  a^  of  heroiim : 
but  Louis  the  Dauphin*s  perverfeneis  ended  not  there*  He  married 
Charlotte  of  Savoy,  merely  to  ipite  his  father ;  and  made  iiich  exac- 
tions in  the  provinces  allotted  hitn,  as  forced  them  to  rebellion :  thst^ 
indeed,  his  fubtlety  deiired ;  his  flyneis  diii'egarded. 

The  odium  fell,  as  he  wiihed  it,  upon  his  father  Charles,while  he  him- 
ielf  efcaped  to  Burgundy.  There  the  good  reigning  Duke  peniioned  and 
prote&ed  him,  only  refufing  to  affift  him  againft  his  parent  king,  with 
money  and  with  troops.  This  the  young  man  reicnting>  fet  on  foot  a 
perfidious  confpiracy  againft  his  benefador,  and  had  the  art  to  make 
the  unhappy  prince's  eldeft  Ion  join  in  it :  **  And  now  for  ten  pro- 
*'  vinccs,**  exclaimed  Charles  fept,  *'  I  would  not  bear  in  my  bofbm 
^^  fuch  a  heart  as  Louis  le  Dauphin,  who  alone  put  the  young  Count 
'^  de  Charolois  on  fuch  a  project,*'  and  then  retreating  left  him  to  an- 
fwer  it.  But  private  vices,  crimes,  and  follies  are  of  coniequence  to 
this  abridgment  only  as  they  influence  the  welfare  of  the  whole ;  and 
that  this  Chriftian  monarch  was  conftrained  to  keep  a  hen  in  his  own 
apartment,  on  whofe  eggs  he  lived,  for  fear  of  poiibn  from  his  fbn*s  in- 
trigues, is  of  lefs  importance  to  my  readers  than  that  during  his  long  reign 
of  forty  years,  from  the  day  JoanlaPucelle  crowned  him  atRheims,  to  the 
fad  hour  when  he  ient  to  beg  the  Bifhop  of  Paris  would  for  the  lafl  time 
bring  him  the  facrament,  Proteftantifm  had  gsuned  prodigious  ground, 
famous  Pragmatic  Sanson  was  promulgated,  and  life  took  a  new  co- 
lour feemingly  all  over  Europe.  Charles  faw,  and  was  contented  then 
to  leave  it :  he  had  fondled  a  tame  goat  in  his  own  httle  garden,  of 
which  he  kept  the  key,  and  drank  her  milk :  finding  the  faithful  animal 
lie  dead  one  morning,  as  he  rofe  to  carefs  her,  *'  Thefe  tears  fhall  be 
"  my  lafl,"  faid  he,  "  and  my  Lord's  body  my  lafl  food  in  this  world/* 
He  kept  his  word,  confeiTed  his  fins,  protefled  his  forgivenefs  of  all 
enemies,  and  died  at  fifty-eight  years  old,  of  ficknefs  caufed  by  forrow. 

When 
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When  he  firft  (at  upon  his  father^s  throne,  each  town  was  ggrriioned,  for 
or  againft  the  Engliih,  and,  as  the  French  writers  exprefi  it,  on  ne  voyait 
que  chateaux Jiir  chaque  coUine.  But  during  the  long  war  with  Britain  it 
was  found  mod  advantageous  to  de/lroy  theie  fbrtreiTes,  fo  often  ufed 
againft  the  natives  of  the  land,  who  ail  rejoiced  to  fee  the  habitations 
of  their  old  feudatoriai  lords  laid  in  the  duft.  The  ancient  laws,  too^ 
and  plenary  court,  as  they  were  called,  fbon  followed.  Summary 
juflice  was  put  an  end  to  when  longer  procefs  was  required  for  ded-* 
iion ;  new  profeflions  were  opened  to  men  of  learning ;  and  the  taxes, 
till  then  forcibly  raiicd  by  barons  in  their  diftrids,  dropt,  as  by  acci*- 
dent,  into  the  fbyercign*s  hand.  New  arrangements  of  the  militia-* 
men  and  officers,  ftrengthened  infcniibly  the  power  of  the  crown,  et 
pour  le  peuple^  as  Baudot  de  Joly  fays.  They  had  no  obje^ion,  parce 
que  fon  fort  nitatt  guireptre,  while  royal  authority  gained  firmncfs  every 
hour ;  the  lefs  perceived,  perhaps,  by  peers  and  princes,  becaufe  the  in- 
dividual monarch  was  fb  wretched.  In  Louis  the  Eleventh's  time  all 
changes  were  feen  plainer ;  and  he  was  heard  exultingly  to  tell  how  he 
firft  had  taken  the  kings  of  France  out  of  their  go-cart.  He  guefled 
not,  however,  whither  they  would  run,  much  lefs  could  he  have 
dreamed  (though  ftudious  of  aftrology)  that  this  degradation  of  the 
nobles  would  make  way  for  the  dregs  of  a  mad  populace  to  reign,  and 
put  his  fucceiTor,  ^zteenth  of  the  name,  into  a  cart,  conveying  him  from 
the  fcafFold,  before  three  centuries  Were  yet  expired.  Meanwhile  he 
put  his  brother  in  a  coffin,  left  he  fhould  marry  the  young  heirefs  of 
Burgundy ;  poifbning  him  in  a  peach,  prepared  for  that  purpoie  by  a 
ikilful  and  well-tried  affaffin.  The  expiring  prince's  favourite  page, 
however,  feizcd  on  the  fellow,  and  carried  him  off  privately,  to  have 
him  tried  for  his  offence  in  Mary*s  dominions ;  but  before  they  could 
reach  them^  his  matter's  hand  reached  km,  and  he  was  found  dead  in 
his  bed  next  morning.  It  had  reached  no  fewer  than  four  thonfand 
of  his  own  haplefs  fubjecfts  before  the  colder  hand  of  death  ftruck 
htm.    The  Duke  de  Nemour's  blood  was  found  irifufficient  to  fatisfy 

this 
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this  tyrant's  rage  for.  murder;  he  caufed  that  nobleman's  two  Ifttjlc? 
children  to  ftand  upon  the  fcafFoW  wh^re  he  fuffered,  and  bring  their 
clothes  home,  Jiained  with  their  punnt's  Jiff  blood.     France  had,  how- 
ever, caufe  to  mourn  hb  lofs ;  he  catainly  promoted  general  welfare : 
he  firft  in  Europe  eilablilhed  a;  regular  poilage  through  his  dominions  for 
carrying  letters.   He  made^opd  roads^  paved  them,  and  planted  the  firft 
of  thoie  fine  trees  that,  even  in  our  own  time,  adorned  with  long  drawn 
avenues  the  highways  of  France.     Nor  can  we  difmifs  the  chara(fler  of 
this  modern  Tiberius,  without  telling  how  like  him  he  was  a  fcholar, 
and  a  thinker,  and  an  orator ;  and  that,  in  the  arts  of  deep  difllmulation, 
he  had  no  rival  among  bis  contemporaries.  Another  trait  of  rcfcmblance 
between  thefc  fovereigns  is  too  ftriking  to  be  omitted.     When  he  had 
reaibn  to  believe  that  remuneration  for  his  numberlefs  fins  could  not 
be  far  off,  he  fent  for  an  aftrologer,  and  anxioufly  enquired  con- 
cerning the  number  of  his  days :  finding,  however,  the  fage  fome- 
what  tedious  in  delivering  his  dangerous  oracle :  '^  Dofi  know  thy  own 
^^fatCt  wretch  f*  cried  Lrcwis,  with  f^ndififembled  fteranefs.  Quickened 
by  fenfe  of  immediate   intereft,  the  ready-witted  conjuror  replied; 
^*  My  death  will  be  determined  by  that  of  your  good  Grace ;  as  our  art 
"  (hews  you  will  outlive  your  fervant  juft  four  and  twenty  hours."     It 
was  the  fureft  way  to  fave  his  life. 

This  Prince  made  a  colledion  of  the  Les  Cent  Nouvelles  Noitvellcs, 
and  called  the  printers  from  Maycnce  to  Paris.  Thefe  ftories,  tranf- 
lated  into  Englifli,  under  the  name  of  the  Hundred  Merie  Tales,  fcem 
hinted  at  in  Shakefpear's  account  of  Autolicus  and  his  ballads :  but 
Louis  onzc  was  faid  to  rejeft  all  but  devotional  reading  at  the  laft. 
When  terrified  by  thoughts  of  future  judgment,  although  a  rebel  to  the 
court y  he  felt  himfelf  a  flave  to  the  church  of  Rome ;  and  as  deep  vene- 
ration for  its  priefthood  then  occupied  every  comer  of  his  foul  unte- 
nanted by  cunning  and  cruelty  ;  his  beft  comfort  was,  that  Pope  Inno- 
cent afforded  him  the  title  of  moft  Qhrijiian  King ;  a  favour  granted 
with  not  half  the  fcruples  which  had  diftrefTed  that  Pontiff  when 
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bcfought  to  give  a  difpcnfs^tion  for  the  marriage  of  Henry  dc  Rougc- 
mont,  Brctagne  ct  d'Aubigne,  with  his  fourtli  coufin,  Elizabeth  of 
York.  Fair  Anne,  vdio  ever  held  Iiis  heart  enthralled,  now  wedded 
the  fon  of  Louis  the  Eleventh,  known  by  the  name  of  Charles  the 
Affable  and  Courteous :  fole  ofispring  of  his  fether  by  the  unfortunate 
Charkjttc  of  Savoy,  who,  as  Ihe  was  taken  ftrft  without  oonfcnt,  was 
hated  aftcrwanis  without  a  caufe.  She  lired,  however,  to  enjoy  the 
attentions  of  a  politer  fucceflbr,  who,  by  the  influence  his  lady  ftill 
retained  over  our  Britifli  King,  made  happy  all  parties  by  that  ge- 
neral peace,  which,  at  her  luit,  our  Sovereign  Ibid  her  hufband; 
receiving  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  prefent  money  for  Shut- 
ting the  Temple  of  Janus.  This  Anne  of  Bretagne  had  been  con- 
trailed  (married  indeed  by  proxy)  to  ^fcu(:imilian,  King  of  the  Bo- 
mans,  fon  to  philofophic  Frederick  IV,  and  hina  too  the  Queen  of 
France,  in  the  romantic  fpirit  of  the  times,  was  wont  to  ift}^lc  hcr^&r- 
vant.  But  he  loft  very  little  in  lofmg  her\  becaufe  Mary,  the  beautiiul- 
duchefs  of  Burgundy,  fought  by  fo  many  crowned  heads,  bad  giivea 
lier  hand  and  ample  fortunes  up  to  him,  aand,  dying  early  by  a  fidl  from 
her  horfc,  left  Maximilian  free  to  contraft  new  engagements  with 
Blanche,  the  daughter  of  Sforza,  duke  of  Milaia,  who  made  him  happy 
in  domeftic  life,  which  he  adorned  with  literary  acquirements ;  pub- 
lifhed  his  own  memoirs,  extended  his  knowledge  more  than  his  domain; 
and  preferred  gaining  one  new  idea,  he  faid,  to  fixteen  caftled  cities. 
Thus  did  each  circumftance,  each  charaAeo  co-operate  to  fap  the  ap- 
parently folid  foundation  of  Gothick  ariftocracy  in  Europe,  and  fubfli- 
tute  a  government  more  on  the  model  of  the  Greek  republics,  where 
fcience  fmlled,  and  ripening  arts  were  foftered.  Maximilian  profeflcdly 
knt  his  nght  arm  to  pull  up  the  fi>o&-^roi^ii  pale  that  flood  fo  long 
bdtvroeii  the  prince  and  people ;  and  haftened  tp  abolifli  the  judicium 
occultwn  WyjphaVut ;  a  ftrange  prat^ioe,  by  whkh  a  certain  fot  of  lords 
had  adled  many  centuries  ns  Ju^es^  tryii^g,  condemain^  and  exe- 
cuting men  of  inferior  rank  at  their  own  pleafuns,  £oTjecret  o^Mces^  as 
Vol.  II.  F  they 
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they  were  called  ;  and  no  account  had  been  either  taken  or  required  for 
purpofe  of  knowing  what  ofFences  they  were.  Whoever,  therefore,  was 
thought  infblent  or  troublefome,  the  barons  cafily  removed  in  thofe  days, 
as  fecret Jinners ;  and  to  be  too  inquifitivc  about  them  was  deemed  a 
frefh  offence  to  the  nobility.  But  Maximilian,  warm  with  newer  no- 
tions, told  men  he  meant  to  hear  and  fee  for  himfclf ;  and  fince  the 
Almighty  had  made  him  Emperor,  he  would  rule  the  empire,  and  not 
leave  it  at  mercy  of  the  barons  of  Weftphalia.  This  was,  indeed,  more 
cafily  faid  than  done :  feven  princes  had  for  a  long  time  now,  to  their 
extend ve  territories  and  hereditary  right  of  being  chancellors,  cham- 
berlains, &c.  obtained  an  exclufive  privilege  of  nominating  the  Em- 
peror: a  pretenfion  confirmed  by  Innocent  VI.,  in  a  ftatute  known  by 
name  of  the  Golden  Bull ;  and  while  fiich  claims  made  thefe  men  for- 
midable to  the  crown  imperial,  it  made  the  other  barons  and  free  cities 
envious,  of  courfe,  and  full  of  jealoufy.  Thefe  petty  feuds  and  hatreds 
towards  each  other,  helped  on  thofe  grand  defigns  of  Providence,  which 
no  one  man  would  ever  have  brought  to  bear :  and  Maximilian  fan- 
cied, in  efFcift,  while  balancing  thefe  counter  interefts,  that  he  was  only 
exerting  that  foft  influence  which  learning  delights  in  fb  much  more 
than  authority.  His  fon  Philip's  wealthy  marriage  with  Joan,  the 
heirefs  of  all  Spain,  produced  from  the  cotcmporary  wits  a  pretty  epi- 
gram enough^  alluding  to  his  and  to  his  father's  luck  in  wiving. 

Bella  gcrunt  fortes,  tu  felix  Auftria,  nube ; 
Namque  Mars  allis,  dat  tibi  regna  Venus. 

France  knows  to  fight,  and  Auflria  to  woo. 
What  Mars  gave  her,  Venus  bcfto  ws  on  you. 

It  produced,  indeed,  an  ever  memorable  acquiiition  to  mankind  in  the 
birth  of  Charles  the  Fifth.  Whilft  civil  wars  then  difturbed  England's 
peace,  and  fcience  was  feen  fpringing  up  in  Italy ;  while  Turkifli  fury, 
breathing  wholly  eaftward,  left  Germany  to  Maximilian's  gentle  guid- 
ance,  after  pacific  Frederick  ilept  in  peace ;  old  John  of  Caftile,  having 

beat 
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beat  down  the  two  kings  of  Navarre  and  Arragon,  foon  turned  his  con- 
quering arms  againft  Grenada :  and  had  he  not  been  vexatioufly  be- 
trayed  byDon  Alvarez  dc  Luna,  who  took  money  from  the  Moors  to 
diftrcfi  him ;  all  would  have  been  immediately  fettled  in  favour  of 
Chriftianity  and  civilization.  But  his  ftrange  fucccffor,  Henry  IV.,  after 
having  repudiated  Blanche  de  Navarre,  took  the  famous  Joan,  a  Por- 
tugueze  princcfs,  to  his  bed,  who  filled  the  court  with  licentious  amours^, 
and  caufed  final  rejedion  of  the  Infanta's  claim,  not  without  iuipicion 
of  Henry's  own  confent  to  that  child's  baftardy ;  Bcrtrand  de  la  Cueva 
being  as  much  a  favourite  with  the  King  as  with  the  Queen  herfelf.. 
This  wretched  Prince  was  foon  removed,  indeed,  by  his  bold  barons,, 
who  fet  the  younger  brother  up,  Alphonlb,*  he,  as  I  think,  whom  we 
have  feen  checked  by  the  Pope  Calixtus;  and,  on  his  death,  a  fitter^ 
the  juftly  renowned  Ifabella,  who  marrying  young  Ferdinand  of  Arra- 
gon, confblidated  thofe  long-contending  crowns  in  one ;  as  Henry  and 
Elizabeth,  in  England,  united  the  claims  of  York  and  Lancailer>  but 
with  a  greater  fhare  of  power  to  the  lady.     It  was  her  daughter^  by 
this  marriage,  whofe  nuptials  with  Philip,  King  of  the  Romans  (fon  to 
Maximilian),  produced  Charles  quint ,.  and  makes  a  Ibrt  of  fuil  ftop  in 
the  page  of  hiftory.     Meanwhile  our  little  fiimmary,  which  can  at  heft 
catch  up  the  cue  word,  as  compofitors  call  it,  (meaning  la  queue ^  the  tail) 
muft  point  the  eye  ofRetro^^ion  firmly  to  where  the  cottes,  or  grandees 
of  Spain  arretted,  for  a  while  at  leaft  impeded,  the  quick  growth-of  mo- 
narchic power ;  and  confequcnt  liberty  to  the  lower  claflcs  of  mankind,. 
Thefe  nobles  claimed  the  privilege  of  naming  the  King's  counieMors^, 
and  even  the  officers  of  his  royal  houfehold,  out  of  their  own  body :  a. 

•  Alphonfo  is  a  name  fo  perpetually  recurring  in  Spanifh  annals,  whether  of  Caftile, 
Arragon,  or  Portugal,  that  it  is  almoft  impoflible  to  feparate  or  difcriminate  them  i  and 
if  Dr.  Plot  lameius,  in  his  Hiftory  of  StafFordfhire,  that  a  fucceffion  of  nine  Sir  Edward 
Littletons  confounded  all  hope  of  keeping  genealogy  exa£t ;  how  many  miftakesmuft 
be  pardoned  to  a,n  cpitpmizer,  croft  every  inftant  by  one  or  otlier  of  twenty-two  Air 
fhonib^.! 

F  2:  prerogative 
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prerogative. which  hindered  any  fovercign  in  that  country  from  playing 
the  trick  that  Lewis  XL  had  lately  Ihcwn  himfclf  capable  of  in 
France ;  where  he  made  a  taylor  of  low  birth  herald  at  arms,  and  called 
hia  firft  phyfician  to  be  chancellor,  with  a  view  of  mortifying  the  great 
lords,  and  laughing  at  their  love  of  genealogy.  I  know  not  why  Dodor 
Robertfon  delights  in  wilfully  mifundcrftanding  Zurita,  and  faying  that 
it  feems  probable  fbme  hurgejfes  were  admitted  among  thefe  cortes. 
Doftor  Robertfon  had  a  thoufand  more  means  of  knowing  than  I,  or  half 
my  readers  ever  could  obtain  ;  that  by  los  ricos  homhreSy  and  procura dor fs 
de  las  cmdades^  was  never  in  the  Spanifli  language  of  fuch  times  meant,  as 
now  in  England,  rkh  men,  merchaniSy  or  mannfa6iurerSy  leading  hurgejfes 
in  a  trading  town;  for  in  Spain  no  fuch  defcription  of  humanity  was 
then  exiftcnt,  according  to  our  prefent  acceptation.  The  barons  of  an- 
cient ChrifilanfamiHtSy  unminglcd  with  Jewifli  or  with  ^oorifli  blood, 
were  the  only  ricos  h^mbres  in  thofe  days,  and  the  fole  prociiradores  or 
priors  for  their  ciudades.  Thefe  (brenuoufly  oppofed  the  new  notions 
brought  in  by  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella,  who  encouraged  the  commonalty 
to  complain  to  them  of  tyrannies  fuffercd  from  thefe  tJtulados,  as  Mari- 
naetis  Siouhis  juftly  calls  them  :  while  from  Valladolid  to  St.  Jago  in  Gal- 
licia,  E  traA  of  country  near  one  hundred  leagues  in  length,  the  crown 
|>oi{efled  only  three  villages,  the  reft  all  belonging  to  nobility,  who  might 
moft  properly  be  denominated  the  rich  men,  r;Vw  hombr€Sy  if  what  he 
ikys  bctraCy  that  their  revenues  mounted,  in  1^69,  to  a  million  and  a 
haif  of  ducats.  To  combat  the  effcAs  of  fo  enormous  an  ariftocracy, 
the  fbbtle  princes,  more  ftrong  as  more  imited  by  love  and  intereft,  con- 
trived to  fet  on  foot  an  inditution,  called  la  Santa  Hermandad,  or  Holy 
Brotherhood,  to  which  was  committed  care  of  the  public  peace,  dif- 
turbed  till  then  each  hour,  by  private  animofities  among  the  powerful 
barons  of  the  land,  who  at  length  willingly  yielded  up  for  ever  to  a 
£^feof  religion,  that  freedom  they  fo  much  valued,  of  fighting  in  their 
X)wn  or  a  dear  kiniman*s  caufe ;  according  to  the  barbarous  fpirit  of 
thofe  old  Gothick  hordes,  Catti  and  Vandali,  who  left  fo  long  their  ge- 
nius 
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niqs  with  their  names  in  Catahma  and  Andc^iifia^  Our  retro/pe^wf  cje 
fees  the  remains  of  that  rude  fpirit  qxerting  itfclf  UbersHy  in  the  expvjlfiori 
of  weak,  lafcivious  Henry,  and  the  daughter  not  deemed  by  them  oibjy 
himfelf  A/V  awn  :  lb  jealous  too,  were  the  old  cqrtes  qf  their  juft  prefoga- 
tives,  that  when  in  1481  their  King  had  left  fair  Ifabella  rjjgent,  whilft 
he  went  out  to  war  againft  the  Portugucze,  who  for  a  whilp  defendejd 
the  Infanta's  empty  claims ;  they  faid  they  were  qbUgcd  to  pafs  an  a<5|:, 
for  purpolc  of  enabling  her,  as  a  foreigner,  to  enter  their  hall ;  and  p^fs 
another  to  allow  the  ferjeant  porter,  and  proteft  kim  in  the  deed  qf 
opening  her  the  door  by  which  Ihe  waa  to  pafs. 

Such  caution  would  have  damped  the  hopes  of  left  afpiring  {qyt- 
reigns ;  but  thefe,  making  ojice  more  religion  their  pretence,  intrp- 
duccd,  not  without  exceeding  difficulty,  the  wjell-kiiown  Cpurt  of  lu- 
quifitlon  into  Spain,  where  torture,  till  that  time,  was  pot  permitted  ; 
and  where  patrician  honour  had  fo  fenced  its  clicats,  that  iio  man  could 
be  condemned  and  executed  without  having  b?en  previoufly  informeil 
what  was  depofed  againft  him.  Innocjent  VIII.  however,  joining  with 
Ferdinand  and  Ifabelja  in  warm  zeal  to  root  out  jvhat  wa^  left  of 
Moors  and  Jews,  helped  thicm  to  bear  down  the  .c^gfing  nobles  i 
making  them  odious,  and  fi^d  this  icoyrt,  ^ccowitablc  to  Kipg  and 
Pope  alone ;  transferring  thus  the  qafe  of  ?il,  93  inmh.  »s  ijt  wa?  poffibl?, 
to  one. 

Thus  then,  upon  a  general  revifaL  we  have  found  the  gre^t  mor 
iiarchic  governmei^t  (properly  fo  termed  when  one  head  thought,  and 
jonc  hand  acfted  for  all)  rufticd  in  upon,  and  broken  down  by  ^a  hard  pha- 
daax  of  brave  northern  chicftaias :  ^  Fit  to  .difturb  the  peace  of  alj  th^ 
'*  world,  and  rule  it  when  'twas  wildefl:.'*  For  fovenor  ^ght  cen- 
turies we  have  icon  tJiem  prcfidc  over  the  rolling  chaos,  as  its  waves, 
loffed  up  and  down,  prefentod  fixch  rough  fce2i,cry  aa  in  this  fuper* 
£cial  work  has  been  flightly  furveyed.  A  fmoother  now,  and  far 
«nore  intercfting  light  of  things,  unveils,  to  our  lefs  huddled,  as  Jefi 
<liftant  Retrofpedi.     We  lately  have  difceroed  fome  of  thefe  chieftains 

who  beft  coiild  fynthetize  the  ruptured  parts,  and  clufter  to  their 

fharc 
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ihare  a  large  dominion ;  aiTiunc  the  kingly  charaAer  again,  and,  in  his 
ieparate  portion,  bear  a  fway  hitherto  unpermitted  by  his  fallows.  To 
aid  this  fcheme  of  partial  royalty,  the  lower  clalTes  of  humanity  called 
in,  will  foon  exhibit  to  our  wondering  eyes,  a  wider  and  a  more  refiftlefs 
torrent  poured  on  the  heads  of  ambitious  princes,  miniature  monarchs, 
who,  for  fo  very  ftiort  a  time,  could  make  mankind  coniider  them  as 
the  commiffioned  delegates  of  heaven.  Three  forms  of  government 
the  world  acknowledge,  let  them  be  mixed  and  fubdivided  as  they 
may  :  Providence,  whilft  1  wTrite,  has  tried  us  under  two  of  them ;  but 
the  great  firft  has  ib  long  lain  dead,  that  it  is  in  Europe  almoft  for- 
gotten. If  monarchy  has  left  the  land,  however,  that  ariftocracy 
which  drove  it  out,  muft  quicken  pace,  and  follow.  What  then  re- 
mains ?  The  reign  of  trade,  of  manufaiflures,  arts,  luxuries;  the  reign 
of  knowledge,  opulence,  and  confcquently  power \  no  more  concen- 
trated but  all  diffufed,  till  thinly  fprcad,  its  fpirit  (hall  evaporate,  leav- 
ing the  dregs  behind  ;  the  reign  then  of  democracy,  Iq/i  aft  of  that 
political  drama,  which  bears  a  clofe  refemblance  to  the  courfc  of  man 
in  moral  life.  Three  grand  purfuits  employ  each  member  of  thofe 
ilates  we  talk  of;  and  love,  ambition,  avarice,  hold  their  fway  over  the 
three  ftages  of  exiftence,  youth,  manhood,  and  old  age.  Like  the 
community,  each  individual,  when  young  and  glowing  with  warm 
energies,  throws  the  full  heart  at  its  poffeiTor's  feet ;  requefts  acceptance 
of  its  fervice,  dreffes  its  idol  up  in  wealth  and  iplendour ;  while  loyal 
fcntiments  pervade  the  breaft,  and  each  emolimient,  heaped  on  they&- 
vereign  of  our  fouls,  is  deemed  to  rcfleft  honour  on  the  willing  fubjeft. 
Far !  far  from  generous  love  flies  every  thought  of  intereft,  which 
even  eagerly  ftrives  to  fmk  itfelf  in  the  fole  pleafure  of  gratifying  the 
beloved  objcft  :  but  fondnefi  will  at  length,  by  its  own  liberality,  cx- 
hauft  its  own  ftores ;  and  the  cold  hour  of  inanition  brings  with  it  fomc 
fullcn  notion  too,  of  felf-abafement ;  dignity  loft,  and  that  time  thrown 
away  which  might  have  well  been  fpcnt  in  felf-aggrandizement.  Such 
arc  the  feelings  of  a  mind  mature,  and  opening  to  fuggcftions  of  am^ 

bition; 
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bition ;  and  fo,  even  Jo,  fwells  the  proud  heart  of  envious  ariftocracy, 
to  fee  one  crown  beaming  alone  his  folitary  radiance^  when  many  co- 
ronets might  well  be  formed  from  it,  and  all  of  equal  m^ignltude.  Be-^ 
fides,  the  garland  fades  upon  the  wrinkled  brow  of  once  fo  flattered  fo- 
vereignty :  tear  it  away,  'tis  torn,  and  now  no  more :  no  more  is  heard 
of  love  or  loyal  truth,  fo  often  fworn:  but  how  proceed  we  in  our 
new  purfuit  ?  What  cares,  what  difficulties  croud  our  path,  eroding 
at  every  turn  our  tardy  ftep  !  and  how  long  will  thofe  coronets  be  equal  ? 
The  parallel  holds  good.  Covetoufnefs,  to  enlarge  each  his  own  regal 
circuit,  drives  the  poflcflbrs  to  unthought  on  praftices  ;  and  when  even 
valour's  felf  feels  fatigued  with  encroachment,  intrepidity  tired  of 
perpetual  defence,  and  honour  wearied  out  by  warding  off  reiterated 
attacks  on  each  untenable  poil ;  money  mud  purchafo,  and  traffic  mufl 
barter.  Commerce  points  to  ihtfafe  way  of  obtaining  riches  ;  and,  as 
the  man  yields  up  his  weak  remains  of  life  to  the  guidance  of  avarice, 
Jaji  paffion  of  human  nature,  fo  does  the  general  aggregate  of  all  men, 
like  him  broke  down  to  a  general  dependance,  foek  only  who  Ihall  be 
wealthier,  not  who  fhall  be  wifer  or  ftronger  than  his  neighbour ;  for 
where  every  thing  is  to  h^fold,  there,  as  afluredly,  every  perfon  is  to  be 
bought ;  and  gold  buries  virtue  in  the  mine  he  Iprang  from. 

Thence,  fo  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  trace  it,  iffiies  the  birth  and  pa- 
rentage of  Le  Peuple  Souveratn,  to  whofo  quick  growth  and  early  ripen- 
ing, none  can  be  faid  to  have  contributed  more  efFeftually  than  did 
Columbus,  the  immortal  Genoefo  ;  whofo  adlive  fpirit  in  a  vigorous 
frame,  conceived  the  daring  projeft  of  difcovering  another  hemifphere, 
a  balance  to  our  globe. 

During  the  papacy  then  of  Alexander  VI.,  when  Cafimir,  the  martyr 
to  his  own  morality,  deferted  his  poft  in  Poland ;  whilft  Maximilian 
employed  his  German  patience  in  chafing  a  iilver-incenfo  pot  for  his 
chapel,  nowfliewn  among  the  rarities  of  the  Efcurial;  and  John  Albert, 
married  to  Catherine  de  Navarre,  gave  nearer  anceftors  to  Henri  quatre; 
when  Henry  VII.  fat  on  our  Englilh  throne,  and  Charles,  firnamed 

the 
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the  Affable  end  Courteous,  enjoyed  the  crown  of  Frtacc  in  deep  trtn- 
quillity ;  while  to  the  Houie  of  Medids  fair  Florence  owed  her  ftitl 
growing  beauties,  and  rough  Bajazet  purchaied  his  brother^s  death,  poor 
ZimEim,  from  the  vile  Borgia  family,  with,  (bme  fay,  no  lefs  a  fum  tha^i 
thirty  thoufand  ducats-^this  wonderful  adventurer,  this  Calumbo,  lb 
called  by  his  admiring  countrymen,  from  his  defire  ofjlyhtg  forth  to 
feek  and  find  new  fcenes  of  nature  and  new  modes  of  life,  applied  to 
Ferdinand  and  Ifabelia  for  protedion;  and  an  the  memorable  year  1 492, 
under  their  patronage,  formed  a  frefh  epoch  in  the  ftory  of  mankind. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     III. 

COMTAIKIMG 

THE    DISCOVERIES,  &c. 

0 

FROM  A.  D.   1492,  DOWN  TO  THE  YEAR  1525. 

AND  now,  if  RetroJpeSi  of  great  occurrences  may  be  found 
ufefiil,  chiefly  for  exciting  fome  genuine  refleftions  in  the 
mind,  much  time  muft  not  be  Ipent  on  thofe  reflexions,  left  fafts 
of  confequence  efcape  our  notice.  This  work  allows  not  (pace  to 
enumerate  the  difficulties  found  in  getting  out  the  little  armament 
provided  for  Columbus,  deftined  when  complete  to  open  frclh  Iburces 
of  opulence  to  Europe,  unfold  new  regions  for  rapacity  to  defo- 
late,  and  difplay  hoards  of  unfoiled  imagery  for  the  examination  of  fu- 
ture intelled:'  Three  frigates,  fniall  ones,  luch  as  then  were  called 
fuch,  floops  in  the  prefent  language,  I  believe,  were  all  the  vehicles  he 
could  procure :  a  hundred  fouls  were  all  he  wilhed  to  attend  him ;  and 
for  the  fitting  out  this  expedition,  four  thoufand  pounds  Ipent  by  the 
court  of  Spain,  caufed  many  a  wonder,  aye,  and  many  a  fnecr,  from 
thofe  who  had  refufcd  to  hear  his  hopes  of  finding  a  new  continent ; 
vs^hich  almoft  all  agreed  to  think  lefs  probable  than  that  the  man  was 
mad  who  went  to  look  for  it.  Columbus  proved  his  fanity,  however. 
Among  the  fmothered  fciences,  geography,  laft  overwhelmed,  was  firft 
to  rife  again  ;  and  Ptolemy  counts  among  the  earlieft  books  that  were 
tranflated  into  Arabic.  When  Mahomet  had  made  Conftantinople  the 
head  quarters  and  refidence  of  Turcifm,  the  belles  lettres  no  longer 
cultivated  there,  rail  all  to  feed ;  and  gentle  zephyrs  wafting  the  fine  fa- 
rina into  Italy,  Florence  received  and  cheriflied  the  amlffosgraios ;  while 
Cofmo,  Lorenzo,  each  individual  of  the  Mcdicean  Houfe,  encouraged 
Vol.  II.  G  literature 
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literature  in  every  fliape,   and  courted   her   acrayed  in  every  drefs. 
Emanuel  Chryfolarus,  indeed,  the  Byzantine,  who  came  fome  time  be- 
fore, had  for  his  loathfome  negligence  of  all,  excepting  coarfe  philo- 
fophy,  been  driven  aw^ay  beyond  the  Tyrol  Alps,  to  feek  and  find  leis 
delicate  difciples  :  but  although  wit,  who  never,  except  in  exigence, 
delights  in  fuch  alliance,  had  early  taught  the  newly  inftruAed  world 
to  laugh  at  his  fevere  companion,  learning ;  a  fpirit  of  enquiry  hovered 
round.     Italians  daily  learned  the  fweets  of  commerce  ;  their  country 
fbon  poffefled  the  key  to  it;  when  navigation  was  facilitated  by  finding 
out  that  compafs,  upon  which   men  now  depended  for  longer  and 
more  defperate  voyages  than  had  been  ventured  on  in  times  of  yore; 
when  the  Canary  Iflands  firft  were  vifitcd,  or  even  when  Cape  de  FerJ, 
in  later  days,  fbothed  the  fcorched  failors  with  its  wxlcome  greennefs. 
For  Portugal  firft  felt  this  fever  of  exploration,  when  their  Prince  Henry, 
fon  to  the  fitter  of  afpiring  Hereford,*  turned  his  bold  thoughts  per- 
petually towards  the  Atlantic  Ocean ;  where  his  two  emiflfaries,  Triftan 
Vaz  and  Juan  Gonfalvez,  had  already  found  a  clufter  of  fine  iflands, 
covered  with  wood,  and  called,  of  courfe,  Maderas:  nor  would  America 
have  lain  lb  unfiifpeded,  had  that  brave  youth  lived  but  to  drive  his  hopes 
of  novelty  on  to  elicitation.    He  it  was,  however,  who  planted  the  rich 
grape  from  Cyprus  in  his  newly  found  dominions ;  and  by  tranfporting^ 
gave  us  a  new  luxur}',  known  by  the  name  of  Malmefey   Madera. 
His  coufin  Clarence  found  the  prefent  fatal.     It  was  to  the  courtiers 
of  this  aftive  Prince  we  owe  the  finding  of  a  race  of  mortals,  efcapcd 
till  then  from  human  obfervation ;  negroes  then  firft  difcovered,  as  it 
is  faid,  by  his  finall  vcflcls  dropping  down  the  coaft  of  Africa,  far  as  the 
river  Senegal,  and  running  up  into  a  country  inhabited  by  woolly-headed 
people,  with  flat  nofes ;  which  thefe  good  Portuguefe  quickly  obferving, 
thought  it  the  effeA  of  climate,  and  hied  home,  left  by  the  heat  their 
bair  fhould  curl,  they  faid,  and  their  lips  thicken.     The  old  Moors  of 
]Siarbary  were  now  deemed  a  fbft,  civilized  race,  compared  with  thefe, 

♦  Henry  the  Fourth  of  England, 

whom 
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.•whom  Englifhmen  fpon  learned  to  call  Black-a-Moors,  as  a  diftindlion 
from  the  paler  inhabitants  of  Morocco  ;  whence,  I  fuppofe,  that  tran-. 
fcendental  name.  The  Pope,  however,  having  given  a  bull,  permitting 
.Portugal  to  poflefs  allfhe  could  find,  in  1480  Bartolomeo  Diaz  lighted 
on  Cap  Tormentofo,  as  he  called  it ;  but  the  King  hoping  better  from  the 
bold  adventure,  named  it  himfelf  la  Bucna  EJ^erangaJ^  Venicq^now  na- 
turally alarmed,  left  another  way  Ihould  foon  be  found  to  India,  fpoil- 
ing  their  hitherto  exclufive  trade,  fpread  a  report,  of  vsrhich  all  Genoa 
was  the  dupe,  that  fomething  fliould  be  looked  for  voe/hvard.  Co- 
lumbus took  on  truft  their  meaning,  without  inveftigation  of  the 
motive  ;  and  feduloufly  ftudied  our  globe's  form  and  fize,  with  hope  of 
balance  in  another  hemifphere  :  being  befides  married  to  a  Portuguefe, 
that  lady's  brother  told,  in  converfation,  how  having  been  once  fome- 
what  further  from  the  Ihore  than  ufual,  he  had  obferved  a  curious 
piece  of  wood,  carved  with  elaborate  neatnefs,  driven  towards  him  by 
a  ftrong  wind  at  weft,  or  elfe  a  current ;  adding,  that  on  the  ifland  of 
Tcrccra,  a  man's  body  had  been  found  vvithout  a  beard,  and  differing 
much  from  any  European's.  Thefe  tales,  however,  intcrefted  not  the 
great  lords  to  whom  Columbus  firft  applied :  fuch  ftories  they  thought 
beft  belonged  to  difours  or  cantadours,  as  ufeful  to  lull  languid  and 
vacant  nobility  to  fleep.  Truth  is,  nobility  flept  but  too  foundly  ;  and 
ftill  unwaked  but  by  the  trump  of  war,  fuffered  more  aftive  com- 
merce to  enlift  their  ready  vaflals,  and  engage  men  in  what  philofophy 
fails  not  to  find,  more  rational  purfuits. 

Maifter  Richard  Pace,  King  Henry  the  Seventh's  fool,  faw  plainly 
how  the  world  was  going  on,  when  one,  in  high  contempt  of  learning, 
faid  to  his  Grace,  '*  'Tis  for  a  nobleman  enough,  m'ethinks,  to  winde 
"  his  home,  and  carry  his  hawke  fayre,  leaving  drie  ftudye  to  the  fons 
'*  of  mean  fellowes."  '^  Why,  then,  be  ye  contented,  Lords,"  quoth 
Pace,  "  while  meah  men's  fbns  do  manage  afFayrcs  of  flate,  that  your 
'^  children  winde  the  home  at  home,  and  carry  their  falcon  fayre/' 

♦  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

G  2  This 
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This  anecdote  from  Campden  is  not  in  its  place,  nor  yet  far  out  of  it^ 
when  wc  obferve  Ferdinand  and  liabella  taking  advantage  of  that 
dull  fupinencfs ;  they  felt  that  to  extend  the  empire  of  knowledge 
abroad,  would  tend  to  weaken  the  authority  of  ignorance  at  home ; 
and  having  feen  the  Turkish  f>ower  repreffed  a  little  by  the  Portugucfc, 
who  oppofcd  none  but  the  blunt  arms  of  trade,  and  hoped-for  riches 
to  their  fury  ;  were  led  to  refleft  that  Europe  might  be  faved  by  fu- 
periority  in  what,  till  lately,  was  fo  little  efteemed.  Good  Ifabella  too, 
after  the  happy  conqueft  of  Granada,  felt  her  warm  heart  peculiariy 
expanded,  when  fome  emotions  there,  quickened  by  Quintanilla,  gai^c 
her  to  feed  her  fancy  vrith  the  triumphs  of  Chriftianity  on  the  other  lide 
of  the  globe,  promulgated  amongft  unfeen  millions,  making  a  balance 
to  Mahometanifm  ;  a  compenfation  for  Conftantinople's  lofs.  *Twill 
be,  however,  more  ffaiking  to  a  modern ^  an  Englipi  ReirofpeSlor^  that  in 
the  agreement  drawn  up  between  this  enterpriiing  genius  and  his  fbve- 
reigns,  they  ftyle  themiclves  the  Sovereigns  of  the  Ocean.  We  cannot 
flay  to  note  the  articles  ;  but  we  may  wonder  any  articles  at  all  fliould 
thus  be  iigned  concerning  an  invifible  dominion.  In  fa6l,  the  failors 
ibon  began  to  think  that  it  would  for  ever  remain  £0  ;  and  when  three 
weeks  had  paft  in  a  iituation  new  to  them  all,  the  weft  wind  blowing 
freely, while  fond  remembrance  of  their  long-left  home  hung  upon  every 
breeze,  and  vifionary  fchemes  faded  before  anticipation  s  eye — when  all 
^hove  wasjkyy  and  ocean  all  around — a  ftate  common  to  countlels  ma- 
riners in  thefe  days ;  but  anxious  and  alarming,  folemn  and  fublime  to 
Chriftopher  Columbus  as  to  Homer.  Murmurs,  cabals,  complaints> 
remonftrances  as  erft  againft  Ulyflcs,  rofe  at  length  to  threats  of  open 

"  rebellion  againft  *  fuch  a  leader  ;  and  he  was  forced  to  come  to  a  com- 
promife,  that  if  no  land  appeared,  in  three  days  more,  he  would  turn 
back,  and  give  up  all  his  hopes.     He  Ipoke,  and  founding,  felt  the 

X  plumb-liue  touch  the  bottom  :  in  two  hours  more  a  branch  of  fome 
tree,  with  frefti  fruit  or  berries  on  it,  was  picked -up  by  his  headmoft 
Ihip,  which  on  that  very  night  defcried  fires  made  on  Ihore,  or  rather 

wandering. 


e».  III.]  FROM  A.a  UQ^  TO  THE  YEAR  1525.  6? 

wandering  lights,  as  it  (hould  icflm,  carried  from  place  to  pljicc.  Morn- 
ing confirmed  thcfe  confolatkwM ;  the  commandant  ordered  Te  Deuni 
to  be  fung ;  and  after  receiving  new  homage  from  hi?  tranfported  coun- 
trynacn,  prepared  for  that  of  the  nations  he  was  to  cpqoimter,.  by  put- 
ting on  a  rich  drcfs ;  then  grafping  in  one  hand  a  naked  fword,  a  cr\i- 
cifix  in  the  other,  he  leaped  on  fliore ;  and  as  he  parted  from  his 
Teffel,  La  Santa  Maria,  named  tjb/c  ficft  groynd  whereon  he  lighted,  E/ 
Salvador;^  little  aware,  perhaps,  how  he  was  even  then  exemplifying 
that  Saviour  s  words,  where  he  lays,  *^  Think  .you  I  come  to  bring 
"  peace  upon  earth  ?  nay,  verily,  but  a  fword."  It  was  more  confo- 
nant  to  the  ftudies  of  Columbus  to  obferve,  with  what  a  fte^y 
courfe  he  had  fteered  three  thoufand  miles  from  Spain,  deviating  only 
fqur  degrees  upon  the  whole,  and  more  agreeable  to  the  time?  he  lived 
in  the  reflexion,  that  like  his  namefake  canonized  of  old>  he  had  in- 
deed carried  Chrtfi  over^the  water. \  The  inhabitants  of  this  fipall  fpot, 
however,  intcrcfted  our  difcoverers  but  as  they  pointed  Qiit  a  road  to 
larger  ;  and  asf  the  gold  they  wore  fiimiliarly  about  their  per^ns,  in- 
timated thofe  unfeen  hoards  which  had  been  promifed  to^  wiarm  in>a- 
girtation,  enquiries  for  the  birth-place  of  this  precious  naetal  no  lefe 
ailonilhed  its  fellow  natives,  than  their  appearance  of  gendenefs  and 
timidity  delighted  thofe  Spaniards  who  had  fought  them  from  fo  far. 

We  muft  however  confSsfs,  that  fcience  felt  the  hunger  of  pirioiity 
as  keenly  as  did  rapacity  the  thirft  of  gold.  Columbus  had>  in  idea, 
the  hope  of  finding  that  junAion  between  the  two  continents  of  Afift 
and  America  which  was  referved  by  heaven  for  our  own  century,  and 
for  a  far  more  artlefs  adventurer.  Captain  Cook.  Perhaps  the  words 
he  heard,  Chan  and  Cipango^  drove  recoliedion  back  to  Marco  Polo 
and  the  kingdom  of  Cathay ;  but  no  time  was  permitted  hitn  Xf>  w*ilp 
in  fpeculation. 

Pinzon,  the  fecond  captain  ofiiis  fleet,  was  flipt  away  injCbar.ch  of 
mines  and  treafures,  of  which  it  was  his  intenl^oa  to  appropriate  the 

*  The  Saviour* 
t  Tb$  faint' ]Viho  is  fai4  by  h\%  legeii4  to  Kajiw  canie4  Chrlft  over  the  water  once 
Ia  bis  infancy,  was  therefore  denominated  Chrtjiop/ur. 

value 
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value  and  the  merit,  and,  w  ith  his  treacherous  feamcn,  fct  their  ad- 
miral at  defiance,  leaving  him  on  an  unknown  coaft,  combating  rough 
winds,  which  at  length  drove  him  into  another  infulated  paradife, 
which  he  called  E/pagnmla,  Little  Spain.     Here  he  fiiimd  elcgantt  not 
to  fay  polilhed  manners.     The  principal  cacique,  Guatimahari,  la- 
mented, even  with  tears,  the  loft  of  a  veflel,  which  he  confidered  wifely 
as  a  model  of  mechanic  powers,  and  hindered  his  fubjcAs  from  too 
roughly  handling  the  pieces  of  the  wreck  w  hich  drove  on  (hore.  Help- 
lefs !  confiding  creatures !  foon  will  whole  Ihoals  of  men,  rcfcmbling 
thofe  you  now  preferve,  return  to  thank  you  for  their  brethren's  lives 
with  every  kind  of  forrow  and  misfortune.     Meanwhile  Columbus 
would  himfelf  have  been  an  objeft  of  compaflion  to  our  readers,  had 
we  not  feen  him  ftudious  to  deceive  and  terrify  his  new-found  bcne- 
faftors,  making  them  think  the  eclipfc  they  faw,  obeyed  his  call  for 
ilarkneft.     Cruel  falfehood  !  and  frighting  then»  with  fwords,  mufkets, 
and  catmon,  from  which  laft,  1  prcfiime,  his  own  great  grandfather 
would  have  efcaped  away  with  equal  fpeed,  as  ordnance  and  its  ufe 
had  not  been  very  long  familiar  even  in  Europe.     When  he  had  pro- 
mifed  thefe  pppr  Ibuls  proteftion  from  their  more  hardy  neighbours, 
the  Caribs ;  in  his  third  Ihip,  however,  this  great  man  prepared  to  re- 
turn home,  and  difappoint  Pinzon  at  Icail,  leaving  thirty-eight  failors 
upon  the  Ifle  of  Hi/partiola,  force  enough  to  keep  the  fbft  inhabitants 
in  awe,  and  with  as  many  more  haflencd  to  Spain,  that  they  might 
know  how  the  new  world  they  fought  for  was  difcovered.    Specimens 
too,  of  every  curious  produft  loaded  his  little  vefFel,  and,  perhaps,  con- 
tributed to  endanger  its  utter  lofs  in  the  firfl  hurricane  upon  record. 
She  weathered  it,  notwithflanding,  and  arrived  fafe,  and  before  Pinzon, 
who  had,  if  I  remember  right,  made  no  difcoveries,  and  againfl  whofc 
conduft  no  complaints  were  fufFered  to  overcloud  the  general  joy.     A 
fecond  voyage,  lefs  happy,  though  more  fplendid,  fbon  took  place,  in 
which  Jamaica,  Dominica  (called  fb,  becaufeit  was  difcovered  on 
a  Sunday),  with  many  other  iflands,  were   found  out;   for  Ferdi- 
nand and  Ifabella,  pleafed  with  the  paft  fuccefs,  fent  out  their  ihue 

again. 
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again,  their  now  half-adored  Columbus.  But,  alas !  ieventeen  Ihips 
and  fifteen  hundred  men  were  harder  far  to  rule  than  three  fmall 
floops  and  riincty  followers,  of  which  the  thirty-eight  left  upon  Hif- 
paniola  had  fo  tormented  the  feeble  and*  inoffenfive  inhabitants^  that, 
perfedly  incapable  to  cope  with  that  fmall  handful  of  lEuropeans,  they 
at  the  laft  took  up  the  ftrange  refolution  x>£, running  all  away^  and  leav- 
ing thole  voracious  Spaniards,  as  they  called  them,  nothing  to  eat^ 
little  dreaming  that  they  could  cultivate  the  ground  ;  and,  in  a  climate 
fo  fertile  and  fo  favourable,  eafily  keep  food  enough  to  prevent  fear  of 
ftarving.  It  was  the  poor  natives  that  were  ftarved  by  this  device^  and 
fo  thinned  in  their  numbers  by  a  contagious  malady  befide,  that  when 
the  Admiral  came  to  his  new  colony,  he  found  it  pretty  near  depopu- 
lated. The  malcontents  of  his  owa  fquadron  too,  had  by  that  time  {o 
tormented  him,  that  he  refolved  on  hiaftening  home  again  for  purpolc 
of  obtaining  fuller  powers ;  but  the  King's  mind  was  found  unexpeft- 
edly  poifoned  againft  his  once  favourite  adventurer ;  and  though  they 
had  ennobled  his  family,  acknowledged  his  merit,  praifed  God  pub- 
licly with  him  for  thofe  benefits  his  fer vices  were  fuppofed  to  have 
rendered  both  to  the  church  and  ftate — although  Pope  Alexander  s 
bull,  conferring  the  appropriation  of  thefe  realms  to  Spain,  confefled 
that  it  was  by  his  means  he  obtained  them,  with  a  near  hope  befide 
of  that  rich  continent,  which  now  could  fcarccly  be  fuppofed  far 
ofF^  yet  when  he  fct  out  on  his  third  voyage,  a  commiffioned 
fpy  was  fent  to  watch  his  adlions,  not  without  certainty  of  being . 
better  paid  the  worfe  was  his  report.  Such  treatment  would  have 
damped  any  fpirit  but  that  of  Columbus,  which  was  rcfrefhed  this  time, 
however,  with  gold  and  pearl  enough  to  flimulate  even  fleeping  ava- 
rice, while  that  defire  of  knowledge,  which  poflefl  the  better  part  of  his 
great  foul,  derived  an  ample  compenfation  to  all  ills,  in  furveying,  at 
fafe  diflance,  old  Ocean's  flruggles  with  gigantic  Oroonoko,  whofe 
vafl  weight  of  waters  combating  the  tide  where  it  difembogues,  and 
brings  not  fo  much  tribute  as  terror  to  the  fea,  exhibits  flill,  even  to  ex- 
perienced: 
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pcricnced  voyagers,  a  fingle  fccnc,  matchlcfs  in  natural  magnificence. 
A  thought  now  ftruck  its  Jirft  intelligent  fpcilator,  that  ftreams  lb  co- 
pious never  could  proceed  but  from  a  traft  of  land  proportionate  ill 
continuity,  and  told  him  plainly  he  had  yet  fcarce  feen  the  fuburbs  of 
tjiat  folid  hemifphere  he  hoped  for.  Such  veas  the  faft ;  but  never- 
ceafmg  jars  incrcaling  every  hour  on  board  his  fleet,  drove  him  once 
more  to  Europe,  wrhere  the  genius  of  enterprize  and  bold  difcovery 
Icemed  w^holly  to  poflcfs  mankind ;  and,  as  the  inhabitants  of  this 
quarter  of  the  world  had  once  been  ieized  with  epidemic  furor  to  fall 
on  Afia  with  the  force  of  arms,  fb  now  a  Uke  fudden  and  vehement 
impreflion  prompted  the  minds  of  men  to  feck  and  find  new  wonders 
in  a  diftant  region,  and  tread  fbme  path  yet  unexplofed  to  fame.  Re- 
ligion  once  more  aded  as'pretence,  and  Emanuel  of  Portugal  fent  out 
Vafquez  de  Gama,  whofe  avowed  purpofe  was  to  propagate  Chriftianity 
Ibuth-eaft  of  the  Cape  de  Buena  Efpcranqa.  The  miflionaries  who  ac- 
companied him  were  lefs  turbulent  than  Father  Boyl,  the  apoftolic  vicar, 
who  had  proved  fuch  a  ceafclcfs  fcourge  to  Columbus ;  and  they  toiled 
on,  through  heat  and  contrary  winds,  half  horror  ftrickcn  by  the  fight 
of  Guinea  blacks  and  Hottentots,  along  the  coaft  of  Cafraria,  till,  bigots 
as,  they  were  at  fctting  out,  they  hailed  a  Mahometan  at  Goa,  as  a 
friend  commiflfioncd  by  kind  heaven  to  affift  them  ;  and  putting  thcm- 
felves  under  his  pilotage,  arrived  fafe  at  Calcutta,  where  a  new  world 
awaited  them ;  and  where,  fo  little  was  then  known  of  relative  geo- 
graphy, it  was  thought  poiTible  that  they  might  meet  Columbus. 
They  found,  however,  what  was  not  Icfs  welcome  at  the  clofe  of  the 
fifteenth  century,  the  coafts  of  Malabar  and  Coromandcl ;  populous, 
cultivated,  rich,  induftrious,  and  eager  for  that  commerce  which  they 
brought;  and  which  the  news  of  their  fuccefs  fuggcftcd  to  a  large 
knot  of  merchants  met  at  Seville,  who  fbon  fitted  out  four  Ihips  at 
their  own  expencc,  regardlefs  of  the  original  compaA  made  between 
the  firft  difcoverer  and  a  court  now  much  exhaufted,  and  half  unwil- 
ling to  be  lured  by  more  realms,  or  to  be  teazcd  again  with  more  com- 
plainants. 
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plainauts^  Alwzo  de  Oycda  was  then  chpfca  commodore  of  tfhis  ijiew 
expeditioni  for  purpofe  of  occidental  difcpveries ;  and  on  Kis  litUc  ftcet 
%nejdco  Veip ucci  ijiount^d  the  deck  as  volunteer.  He  was  a  youth 
of  oftentatious  manners^  graceful  perfon,  and  high  birth  :  a  florentinff, 
favoured  by  the  Houfe  of  Medici,  and  boafting  his  deicent  froni  ^hc 
Boaperor  Vefpafian,  of  whpfc  charader  he  feems  to  have,  bccji  co^i- 
pktely  the  reveril^.  He  made  a  Ihort  voyage,  but  a  long  defcriptioru 
compofed  with  art  and  elcgauce,  worthy  the  countiy  of  Me^casnas  and 
Michel  Angelo,  Petrarch  and  Aretine ;  worthy  th?  Tufcan  courtj^  in 
Ihoxt,  where  each  refinemeut  was  eipcouraged.  Hp.  barely  touched  th^. 
ibuthcnx  continent,  whew  half  the  globe  was,  with  the  other  fea^f  ?  con- 
fpnt,  fuddenly,  but  everlaftingly  called  after  hi§  name^ ;  whilft  the 
n)pr$  p^legmaUc,  but  truly  original  difooverer,  came  home  iuperf^ed* 
^4  Qven  loaded  with  fetters  by  BovadiUa^  who  cem^ned  gOYeTiK>r  q$ 
Hifj^ijiol^  in  ^i»  place.  C^Wmbus,  untined,  undifmay'd,  tbccw,  him- 
ip)4'  OQ^.  (Qore  at  Ferdinand  and  Ii^beUa'^  i«et :  and  filendy*  but  with 
^^effiye  angni^  pointing  to  his  chaio3>  fUled  them  with  flaftnup  m»I 
momeakta^  forrow;  and  transfecred  to  his  perfidioua  ponces  ioinc 
Iteu^  pf  hi^  own  iU-dei$ived  oy>rtifiqattQm.  Anodier  yoy^gB  wa?  foon 
U^  on  foot ;  sMid  iince  Juan  dc  Cabral,  a  Portugueze  adyenturer»  had» 
duiring  thfi  CQurfc  of  theie  qyc«U:3>  lighted  (perhaps  mone  by  chance 
th^  Asiin)  upon -the  Brazils,  the  brave  Spaniard  made  one  mow  effijrt, 
though  grown  old  and  gouty,  if  polTible,  to  find  out  that  vaft  trad  of 
land,  which>  Hke  the.  country  of  Ulyflcs,  ftill  feemed  to  fly  before  his 
near  appj^w^h.  The  haibour  indeed  which,  from  its  numerous  per- 
led^ions,  he  named  forta  Belk,  repaid  hia  fcarch  of  beauty,  infomuch 
^  fancied  he;  h^d  fow\d  the  original  feat  of  Paradife,  he  faid.  I^urri* 
f^nes  and  mH^piies  meanwhile*  which  fecm  to  have  eternally  purfued 
hiucn*  made  it,  in  %  few  mooths,  a  real  purgatory ;  and  Hifpaniola, 
vrhUhec  thefe  torments  drove  him,  leiemhled  hell  itfolf  in  guilt  and 
woe.  '^rhsnce,  thetelktre,  he  ileered  qutdkly  back  to  Spain,  lyhere,  at 
ValUdoJid,  May  UOQ,  Qolttoobus  (having  been  firft  an  obje^  of  con* 
Vol.  II.  H  tempt, 
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tempt,  next   of  admira  ion,    and  laftly,  of  almoft  univcrfal  envyyr 
retired  to<lie,  having  in  fome  mcafurc  gratified  the  impetuous  fptrit 
•which  drove  him  on  a  courfe  of  life  fo  turbulent  and  rough,  that  hiif 
fad  courfe  along  the  globe  is  marked  by  names  expreflivc  of  diftreli' 
and  anxious  care.     Cap  Engano,  Boca  del  Drago,  Cofta  dc  los  Con- 
traftes,  Porto  de  Mulas,  with  a  long  ctcaetera ;  befides  St.  Thomm^ 
which  he  called  fo  merely  becaufe  the  failors  were,  like  him  incredu^^ 
lofcSy  and  would  not  credit  ought  but  ecular  demonjiration^ 

The  ftory  how  when  at  laft  he  was  reproached  by  fome  one  for' 
having  done  but  what  was  eafy  to  perform,  is  an  old  tale,  told  likewife 
of  Brunellefchi,  who  built  the  famous  oftagonal  dome  to  the  fupcrb 
eathedral  at  Florence ;  he  bid  his  critics  fet  an  egg  upright,  which, 
when  they  failed  to  do,  he  broke  one  end  a  little,  and  it  ftood  exceed- 
ing welh  **  Any  one  could  have  done  this,*'  faid  the  cavillers  :  *'  Then 
*'  why  did  you  not  do  it  ?**  faid  the  architcift.  But  we  muft  tell  no 
more  tales,  true  or  falfe,  concerning  the  adminiftration  of  Columbus^- 
who  found  a  feeble  race  of  mortals,  whom  he  carcflcd  and  ^lundered^ 
deferted  and  deceived,  yet  left  his  memory  unftained  by  Wood  of  inno- 
cents; and  fince  the  people- he  found  would  not  labour,  neither  would 
be  compel  thcmf.  Thofe  mutineers,  indeed,  who  had  refufed  to  pay 
him  a  juft  and  neceffary  obedience,  when  left  upon  the  iflands  he  diA' 
cOtveredy  claimed  from  the  haplefs  natives  prompt  fubmiffion ;  en- 
forcing it  with  rigorous  and  undeferved  puniftiments,  till  their  feveri- 
ties  proved  fatal  to  populationi,  and  the  poor  colony  was  emptied  of  in- 
habitants; of  which  a  fupply  fcnt  from  out  Spaniih  prifons  contri- 
buted  to  its  complete  corruption;  till,  veorked  by  Guinea  blacis 
bought  from  the  coaft  of  Africa,  and  peopled  with  exiled  malefa6lors> 
every  vile  vice  of  every  continent  fwarmed  into  life  in  the  new-found 
Weft  Indies,  like  the  miifquitoes  on  their  Ihore^  innumerable,  tin- 
tameablc,  and  only  to  Tdc  endured  hy  being  caftd  in  leather,  stnd  rcn* 
dered  Infenfib U  to  their  annoyance.  But  birds  and  infe<fts  only  Iho wed 
thcmfelves  vigorous  upon  this  hemisphere  as  in  the  eaft;  all  quadru^ 
,         -  '        ,  peds 
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peds  appeared  oddly  degenerate,  and  none  had-  been  obferved  y€t  In  a 
xiomeftic  ftate,  unlefs  a  fmall  dog  (more  mute  ftill  than  his  matters) 
might  be  deemed  fuch.  The- human  creatures  too  were  foft,  but  cold ; 
and  very  little  willing  to  be^  talked  with.  Soon  therefore  did  their  va- 
grant eye,  their  liftlefs  inaAivity,  difguft  the  rougher  Ekiropeans,  who 
•thought  more  highly  of  the  negroes  than  of  them  ;  and  who  with  un- 
feeling barbarity  encouraged  the  wool-heads,  as  they  called  th€m,  to 
perfecute  the  natives  of  the  land,  and  drive  them  to  difplay  their  fole 
perfcdion— a  power  of  fwimming  inherent  in  them  all,  and  fkill  of 
taking  aim  whilft  in  the  water,  diving  dirediy  as  the  arrow  reached  its 
mark.  Had  they  gone  northvvards  in  difcovery,  and  reached  the 
•^wandering  tribes  q(  Canada,  they  would  have  feen  men  much  mofe 
like  thcmfelves,  whofe  bold  ferocity  was  yet  maintained  like  thcir's,  by 
prtvate  wars,  which  even  yet  fubfift  in  favage  nations,  and  had  not  been 
long  ended  on  our  fide  the  water,  when  fii-ft  the  iixteenth  century 
began.  Great  chiefs  among  us  had  indeed,  in  later  days,  been  called 
great  nobles ;  crufading  and  chivalry  had  much  refined  their  manners, 
and  Chrifii^ty  taught  leflbns,  which  they  learned  with  difficulty; 
but  foon  as  a  new  world  opened  itfclf  to  their  inordinate  defires,  they 
fell  upon  it  like  untaught  children  on  a  toy-fhop — tafiing,  and  breaking, 
and  knocking  all  in  pieces.  Robertfbn  and  Raynal,  who  love  the  dig^ 
nity  of  human  nature,  may  juflly  fhudder,  but  not  wonder  at  this  fury ; 
although  their  reading  has  been  claflScal  and  elegant,  while  time  and 
diflance,  fludy  and  fchblarfhip  combine  to  dijiance^  not  approximate 
fuch  fcenery.  I  have  fbmewhere  read  the  praifes  of  our  poet  Mr.  Pope, 
for  reading  bad  books  as  well  as  good  ones ;  and,  in  truth,  were  it  not 
for  fuch  a  glance  of  Retrojpe^  as  this  now  and  then,  we  fhould  all  be 
apt  enough  to  forget  what  our  ahceflors  had  done,  amid  the  multitude 
of  things  we  have  ourfelves  to  do.  It  docs  prefent  fails  truncated  in- 
deed, and  flrangely  mutilated  before  a  reader's  ieye ;  but  feeing  them 
clofer  we  compare  them  eafier ;  and  flript  of  all  thofe  rays  which  a 
well  writtpri  hiflory  throws  round  them,  \vc  judge  thci?  bulk,  perhaps, 
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with  fewer  hiadrances.  What  would  philoTophers  ^nd  critics  have  I 
They  muft  return  back  to  their  Bibles  after  all..  We  leam  from  thence, 
that  fenfuality,  the  firft  vice,  was  followed  by  cruelty,  the  fecond  crime 
upon  record.  Frefh  ground  broken  up  ihowed  the  fame  weeds :  lu* 
bricity  led  on  to  murder,  while  blood  flowed  without  controul  from 
confcience,  when  law  was  left  on  t'other  fide  the  Atlantic.  Yet  tribef 
of  Americans  were  ftared  at  with  amazement,  becaufc  they  were  all 
alike :  no  lame,  no  defortoed,  no  blind  or  deaf  were  feen.  Their  foreils 
might  have  equally  aftomfhed  thefc  obfervers ;  for  ftuntcd  trees  and 
brufli-wood  live  not  there.  In  animal  as  in  vegetable  life  the  ftrong 
outgrows  the  weak,  and  drives  it  down.  No  nurture  was  beftowed 
where  labour  was  confidered  as  calamity.  Population  is  fought  for 
only  among  the  rich,  who  look  upon  a  numerous  brpod  of  children  as 
felf  multiplied  into  {o  many  more  mouths,  opened  in  happy  time  to 
fcite  their  portion  of  life's  large  plumb-cake,  in  which,  wafp  like,  they 
lay  their  cggs>  and  grieve  (rationally  enough)  if  all  do  not  come  to  ma- 
turity»  But  poverty  iufpends  parental  tendemefs :  the  Indian  maa 
dafhes  his  little  boy*s  brains  out,  when  the  fca  eggs  he  has  been  diving 
for  all  day  are  by  the  baby's  careleiTneis  broken  or  loft.*  The  wenuuir 
fearful  of  hunger  to  her  ofFsprir^,  and  of  blows  deftined  for  hcrfelf 
fliould  tfuy  be  famifhed,  refolves  like  Eve,  in  Milton,  after  the  curfc,, 
dejiru&ion  %mth  de^ruSfim  to  deftr&y.\  Such  is  the  moral  fenfe  !  fuch 
humtmyirtue,  when  hoping  no  reward  beyond  the  grave :  fuch  too  is 
/i/Jr,  tmfwectencd  by  a  certainty  of  better !  A  cloud  of  witnciTes  have 
been,  however,  collctScd  by  Mr.  Gray,J  proving  that  the  aborigines  of 
South  America  had  fomc  trswlitionary  knowledge  of  the  Flood,  the  pre- 
fervation  of  a  fin^e  family,  &c. ;  and  if  the  Mexicans  did  indeed  tinge 
the  threlhold  with  blood  of  a  flain  animal,  as  has  been  feid,  one  might 
be  led  to  think  they  had  fome  notion  of  an  expiatory  iacrificc,  typical 
of  Jefus  Chrift.§     Be  this  as  it  may,  Heman  Cortex  fbud  not  to  fee 


♦  Sec  Byron's  Voyage,  page  108. 
X  Gra/s  Key,  page  85. 


t  Paradife  Loft,  Eve's  fpeech,  book  lOtb. 
§  See  Robertfon  for  thefaR. 
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or  thmk :  they  were  not  Catholics,  and  that  fufficcd.  It  was  the 
year  1519  when  Montezuma's  empire  was  defcried ;  and  that  bold 
chief,  tvith  but  fix  hundred  men,  fet  forward  with  intention  to  con- 
fume  it,  and  fucceeded.  The  Spaniards  had  a  mean  opinion  of  Indian 
powers,  'tis  plain,  and  the  unwarlike  natives  ibon  confirmed  it ;  when 
although  fkilled  to  count,  divide  the  year  into  twelve  moons,  three 
hundred  and  fixty-five  days,  &c.  they  had  not  fenfc  to  furround  thefe 
invaders,  and  annihilate  them.  Their  ibvereign  commanded  thirty 
vafials,  each  of  whom  fumilhed  him  a  hundred  thoufand  men, 
armed  with  good  bows  and  arrows ;  but  fo  terrified  at  the  ft  range  fight 
of  horfes  trained  to  battle,  Ihips  pregnant  with  what  they  thought 
thunder ;  ftrange  wooden  caftles  wafted  by  the  winds,  and  breathing 
fire  even  in  the  midft  of  an  element  (eemingly  ordained  by  nature  to 
have  quenched  it ;  that  fiibdued  chiefly  by  their  own  imaginations,, 
they  felt  inclined  to  worlhip  as  invincible,  a  race  of  mortals  fuperior  ta 
themfelves,  chiefly  perhaps  from  familiarity  with  objeds  new  to  them 
and  juftly  formidable.  Firft  among  thefe  the  European  arms,  Iharpened' 
by  keen  rftpacity  to  leize  and  plunder  all  thofe  glittering  treafures, 
which  far  too  ill  defended,  left  cxpofed  to  every  grief  and  woe  their  weak 
pofteflbrs,  who  loft  them  before  confcious  of  their  value.  Now  temples-, , 
palaces,  and  fliops,  exhibiting  all  that  defire  cotdd  wifli,  or  power 
cnjoyi  wore  plundered  without  pity  by  the  Spaniards  ;  while  the  great 
Emperor's  dwelling,  ereded  upon  columns  of  pure  jafper^  and  brilliant 
with,  ornaments  of  unalloyed  gold  from  the  mine,  lured  on  our  little 
army  of  true  Vandals,.who  fackcd  poor  unrefifting  Mexico,  juft  as  their 
cmel  anceftors  had  ravaged  iinperial  Rome.  Deftin'd  to  drive  th'  ex- 
ifting  world  before 'em,. they  then  had  overwhelmed  by  dint  of  num- 
bers, a  nation  old  in  arms,  in  arts  renowned ;  they  now,  in  a  fmall 
troop  firm  fixed,  compaft,  immoveable,  drove  unoppofing  multitudes^ 
along,  and  fcattered  them  to  atoms  as  they  flew:  feizing  the  mo- 
narch s  felf  at  laft,  and  carrying  him  about,  not  niercly  as  a  triumph> 
but  ft  ufeful  prifoner,  whofe  bufinefs  it  was  made  to  tame  his  people, 

and 
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and  teach  them  calm  fubmiffion  to  their  conquerors.  A  wretched 
hoftage  in  the  European  camp,  did  any  of  his  own  fubjeAs  feel  for  his 
fituation,  and  breathe  even  diftant  intention  of  his  refcue;  Cortez 
brougl.t  Montezuma  forth  diredly,  and  forced  him  to  harangue  the 
fcnfelcfs  crowd  :  were  any  alarms  fomented  in  the  city,  poor  Monte- 
zuma inftantly  appeared  to  pacify  by  influence  of  his  foes  thofe  friends 
whioh  Hill  were  left  him.  The  Emperor's  voice  yet  huflied  their  hard 
fufpicions  into  peace,  and  the  laji  feeling  of  their  heaxts  was  loyalty. 
The  queen  bee  thus  detained,  fettles  the  congregated  fwarra  at  once  ; 
whilll  all  the  honey  they  have  been  collefting,  goes  to  the  fat  pof- 
feflbr  of  the  hive,  who  bums  the  generous  infeds  in  a  heap,  carries  the 
comb  oti  for  his  wife  and  children,  and  reads  to  them  at  night  in  the 
new  book  called  Retro/peSitoUp  the  cruelties  of  Cortez  in  America, 

Under  the  fucceflbr  of  this  haplefs  ibvereign,  fome  fenfe  of  wr<Kig 
began  to  rouze  the  natives,  and  fting  the  fierce  marauders  in  their  turn ; 
for  panic  terror  will  not  always  laft,  and  accident  had  fliown  that  Spa- 
niards were  not  invulnerable.  Refiftance,  though  tardy,  would  have 
yet  proved  fatal,  had  not  European  ikill  difcovered  a  volcano  of  falt- 
petre,  better  worth  than  all  the  gems  and  mines  the  land  produced. 
Guatimozin's  endeavours  to  regain  independence  now  were  fruitlcfs.  The 
great  Caftilian  leader  foon  made  hafte  to  catch  this  uncomplying  en>pe- 
ror,  whom  his  men  flretched  on  the  burning  coals ;  and  learned  from 
the  patient  endurance  of  an  Indian,  the  difference  between  fortitude 
and  aAive  valour.  Since  then,  we  have  had  frequent  opportunity  to 
know,  that  the  American  bufh-fighter,  who  Harts  like  a  hare  at 
found  of  mufquetry  or  cannon,  and  runs,  and  climbs  a  tree,  and 
trembles  till  he  drops  from  it,  will  fing  at  the  ftake,  furrounded 
by  flow  fires ;  will  fmoke  tobacco  while  his  legs  arc  confuming  in 
the  flames,  and  call  on  his  enemies,  to  add  new  tortures  ^  for  the  fan 
of  Alknoomach  volll  never  complam.  With  Guatimozin's  fuffcrings  and 
,  difgrace  ended  the  Mexican  empire,  utterly  deftroyed  hy  Ferdinando 
pr  Jierrian  Cprtc?,  who  returned  fafc  to  Spain,  and  died  there,  aftpr 


CH.  iir.}  FROM  A.  D.  14 92  TO  THE  YEAR  fyi5.  63 

having:  difcovercd  as  far  as  California,  but  miffing  the  near  connexion 
of  the  hemifphcres,  which  further  fearch   would   cafiiy   have  found.' 
Cortez  was  not  happy  in  his  death  however,  though  greatly  re^a^arded^ 
lie  found  himfclf  at  laft  but  ///  requited  \  and  the  mortifications  fufFered 
by  his  pride,  prevented  or  foured  the  enjoyment  of  fuch  pleafurcs  as 
can  be  purchafed  by  avarice.     The  conqueror  of  millions  crouching 
{hr  audience  in  the  anti-chamber  of  a-Spanifh  grandee,  from  whofc 
courtefy  he  was  to  requeft  a  conference  with  the  king  he  had  fb  ferved 
and  fo  enriched,  is  laughable  enough  to  us  wlio  read  it ;  but  afforded  only 
vexation  to  the  folicitor ;  and  he  was  not  ennobled  like  Columbus,  be- 
caufe  Columbus  being  a, foreigner,  his  birth  was  lefs  notorious  to  have 
been  beneath  that  irremeable  line,  which  then  feemed  deftined  never  - 
to  be  paffcd,  between  the  upper  and  lower  clafles  of  mankind.     The 
death  of  this  great  man  however,  and  fubfequent  fettling  of  this  new  *. 
found  colony;  brings  us  to  A.  D.  1521,  when  Ferdinand  Magellan  • 
jMt>pofed  a  voyage  of  difcovery  to  old  Emanuel  of  Portugal,  and  ph  his 
cold  refufal,  left  the  realm,  and  threw  himfelf  at  the  feet  of  Cardinal; 
Ximenes^  who  then  protected  Spain  for  its  young  minor  monarchy  CJiarles  -, 
Fifths  and  who,  fond  of  whatevergave'evendiftanthopc  of  aggrandiz- 
ing the  mailer,  that  he  ferved,*  and* propagating  the  religion  that  he- 
loved/  took  this  adventurer  at  once  into  his  pay,  and  fct  him  off  w4th  " 
five  fliips  on  the  loth  of  Auguft.     Poor  Ferdinand,  however,  reached  • 
not  el  Rio  dd  la  Plata  -  till  January  the  next  year  :  he  had  run  too  far, 
Southward  for  the  Potoli  he*  was  feeking;  and  even  when  this  enormous 
aggregate  of  waters  rolling  in  full  current  to  the  fea,  might  have  cont- 
vinced  him  that  the  new  continent  invited  his  approach,  he  ftill  was 
irrefiftibly  impelled  to  ftand  fbuthward  once  again,  and  loft  himfelf  in 
tbe  ftreight  which  ftill  bears  his  name,  Magellan,  and  divides  Terra  del 
Fuego  from  the.  Patagonian  coaft.*     Here  one  of  his  five  Ihips  added 

*  One  of  this  gentleman's  defcendantsdiedin  England,  ziJJlingtony  I  think,  at  an 
advanced  age,  1790.     He  was  only  great-grandfon  to  the  circumnavigator ;  and  it  was 
his  uncle  who  lived  thirty  years  at  Pekin,  and  diftated  fome  accounts  of  China.  He- 
fpelt  his  na«e  Magelhaun.  The  Annual  Regiftcr  gave  me  this  intelligence. 
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dcfertion  to  reproach  ;  but  fpitc  of  infurreftion  among  tbofe  more  Imr 
mediately  under  his  own  command,  whom  Robertfon  fays  he  over". 
awed,  not  reconciled  to  his  fcheme,  he  drove  forwards ;  and  after  twenty 
'  days  ftruggle  in  the  narrow  pafs,  found  himfelf  cdft  into  the  illimitable 
ocean,   fuch  he  believed  it,  though  now  termed  Pacific,  and  lels  tre- 
mendous to  fuccceding  voyagers,  who  hold  like  him  their  fleady  courlc, 
encircling  all  our  globe.    *Twas  thus  he  fared,  only  he  had  not  doubled 
round  Cape  Horn,  elfe  like  our  Anfon  here  in  later  days,  they  full  of  ill- 
neis,  fatigue,  and  dcpreffion  of  fpirits,  devoured  by  fcorbutic  difeafes  too, 
reached  Tinian,  and  other  charming  Afiatic  iilands,  notv  well  known 
by  the  angry  appellation  which  he  gave  them  when  they  ftole  ibmc- 
thing  from  his  men,  and  gained  the  name  Ladrones,  meaning  thieves. 
Here,  in  a  fcuffle  with  the  coarfe  inhabitants,  poor  Magellan  was  killed  ; 
and  his  furviving  captains  continuing  the  plan  they  had  fo  much  ob- 
jeded  to  while  he  propofcd  it,  went  on  to  Europe,  having  in  the  Spice 
Iilands,  Moluccas,  &c.  found  their  old  friends  the  Portugueze :  afto- 
niihed  to  fee  Magellan's  fleet  arrive  at  Borneo,  only  by  fteering  a  wefterly 
courfe  from  the  Canary  ifles,  and  giving  an  account  of  South  America^ 
who/c  rivers  had  been  feen,  and  their  (hores  viewed  in  courfe  of  thistruly 
circum  avigatory  voyage,  which  lafted  juft  three  years  ;  and  of  which 
Spain  failed  not  to  make  her  peculiar  advantage,  though  all  the  .world 
Ihaj  d  in  the  profit  of  fo  great  a  difcovery.     And  now,  after  one  more 
prominent  chara<5ler  reviewed,  and  one  word  mentioned  from  Don 
D)  g      aavedra,  a  Spanifli  writer,  who  fecnis  not  blinded  by  partiality 
at  all,^wc  will  take  leave  of  him  and  of  his  countr}^mcn  awhile,  and 
turn  our  RetroJpeSi  another  way. 

*'  Boundlefs  wealth,"  fays  he,  fpeaking  of  thefe  times,  '^  and  trca- 
*'  fures  till  then  undreamed  of,  infpircd  the  princes  of  the  houfe  of 
*^  Auflria  with  paffionate  defires,  fatal  to  their  fubjeds.  They  thought 
''  the  mines  of  gold  were  inei^hauflible,  and  that  no  gratification  need 
''  in  future  be  denied.  .  From  South  America  wa3  all  felicity  hoped 
*'  and  expend ;  to  South  America,  of  couiie,  thouiands  now  emi- 
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**  grated  :  life  went  out  from  Spain,  and  barren  metal  only  haded  in. 
^*\  Granada  had  been  conquered  in  the  year  1491 :  cxpulfion  followed 
*^  conqueft.  »  Moors,  Jews,  &c^  driven  forcibly  away,  left  the  once 
**  cultivated  provinces  a  defert,  leflening  the  confumption  of  com,  and 
*^  of  conicquencc,  difcouraging  agriculture  ;  while  from  the  bowels  of 
*'  our  mother  earth  was  forcibly  forn  that  means  of  happinefs  which 
**  we  once  quietly  Jalicited  from  itsjhrface  :  add  to  all  this  the  inquifi- 
**  torial  ftridlncfs,  which  hindered  any  one  man  now  from  telling  to  his 
"  fellows  what  ruin  was  before  their  eyes,  and  the  propeniity  our  princes 

had  to  care  for  allied  powers  more  than  home,  helped  to  render  our 

poor  nation  a  mere  Danaid's  fieve^  througH  which  trickles  perpe- 
*'  tually  the  riches  of  two  continents/*  This  is  no  clofe,  but  general 
quotation,  loofely  abridged  from  a  good  author,  who  died  in  1 648 ;  and' 
from  his  idea  of  a  politit  prince  in  Spanifh,  I  believe  Lord  Bolingbroke 
took  his  idea  of  a  patriot  king.  St.  John  was  a  general,  a  mifcellaneous 
reader  ;  and  fuch  (/  can  fafely  fwear)  run  rifque  of  plagiarifm  when 
ieaft  intending  it.  Robcrtfon  fays  wifely,  that  if  hiftorians  are  not 
cxad  in  quoting  their  authorities,  all  hiftory  is  but  an  amuiing  tale. 
He  vrould  not,  however,  have  required  fiich  care  from  fuperficial  fum- 
maries  like  mine ;  epitomized  from  all,  and  fo  confined,  that  quoting  the 
authorities  would  make  it  a  long  book,  and  hinder  it  from  being  even  an 
amuiing  tale.  "This  work  is  juft  what  it  profeifes  to  be,  RetrofpeSlion  : 
and  we  needed  not  have  quoted  Saayedra  to  prove  that  Spain  is  now 
no  longer  what-  Ihe  has  been ;  that  the  bulk  of  her  prefent  fubjcfts 
are  lazy,  proud,  and  poor ;  that  the  country  is  deformed  as  well  as  de- 
populated ;  that  fands  are  fpread  where  bounteous  Ceres  fmiled  ;  and 
that  there  is  not  in  the  kingdom  of  Gr^ada  at  this  hour,  one  fpot  of 
ground  as  rich  and  fine,  and  fertile,  as  were  even  mountains  in  the  time 
of  the  Moors. 

We  fliould  not  here  omit  the  mentioning  how  flic  who  was  moft 
aftive  to  difplace  them,  the  gentle  and  pious  "Ifabella,  died  more  thaa 
fcven  years  before  her  hufband  Ferdinand,  who  wa§  at  length  |ioifoned 
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by  a  kniftake^  having  fwallowed  a  quack  medicine^  given  with  Tcry  dif- 
ferent intentions  by  his  fccond  qucen^  Gcrmaine  de  Foix,  who  rainly  * 
hoped  to  make"  him  father  to  a  young  prince  of  Ailurias ;  but  thefe  ar* 
dent  wi(hes  for  ptogeny  are  ajmoft  always  difappo'mted>  or  end  ill  Jome 
way.     His  daughter  by  thc^rfi  bed>  though  ibmewhat  like  deranged, 
and  dt  Icaft  what  we  agree  to  call  exceedingly  oddj  was  dcftined  to  pro* 
duce  the  famous  charadtr  Charles  V.  by  her  marriage  with  Philip  of 
Auftria,  iirnamed  the  Beautiful  and  Moderate,  inheriting  the  virtues  of 
amiable  Maximilian,  which  beft  enabled  him  to  endiire  his  queen's  tor- 
menting foiidncfs  with  a  degree  of  tranquillity  and  decorum,  ncccf* 
fary  enough  to  the  hufband  of  Jean  lafolh  :  fo  the  contemporary  hifto- 
rians  call  the  eldcil  child  of  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella.     The  youngcft 
Cadierina  was  no  happer :  Ibe  married  our  Henry  Seventh's  two  fons, 
and  was  repudiated  iixteen  years  after  flic  had  reigned  at  the  right 
hand  of  the  fecond  brother,  who  turned  her  off,  wedding  her  maid 
Anne  Boleyn,  ipite  of  the  Pope  and  of  her  nephew  Charles,  who  had 
fuccccded  to  the  ^paniih  crown  in  1.5 1 7,  foon  as  John  Albert  juft  ex- 
pelled Navarre,  had  newly  enriched  it  with  another  jewel,  by  lofs  to 
him  of  that  kingdom  ;  and  two  years  after  the  feme  prince  was  ele<Sled 
E-mperor  of  Germany  on  death  of  his  paternal  grandfather  Maximilian  I. 
fometimes  called  the  Fortunate,  fometimes  the  Pacific.  Over  this  young 
mans  (hort  minority,  that  all  felicity  might  feem  to  unite  in  Charles  V. 
preiided  the  illuftrious,  the  incomparable  Ximencs;  well   known  to 
fame  for  virtues  little  prailifed  then  as  now,  within  the  tainted  atmof- 
phere  of  courts.     A  diarafter  that  would  have  found  itfelf  equal  to  the 
iovcreignty  of  a  whole  earth,  had  he,  like   his  countrymen  Trajan  or 
Theodofius,  been  calfed  to  exercife  univcrfal  dominion  as  monarch  of  a 
world  they  knew  to  render  happy;  and  who  would  have  edified  all 
Chriflendom  by  his  piety,  had  he  been  fummoncd  to  the  papal  chain 
As  chancellor  of  a  univeriity,  ht  did  in  effed  promote  learning  in  all 
its  branches ;   and  tried  to  make  the  holy  fcrlpturcs  known  in  every 
tongue :  witncfs  the  vafi:  twelve  years'  woii>  fiiil  called  the  Polyglott 
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of  XiiQcnes ;  which  when  he  faw  completed  he  exclaimed^  prof- 
trating  himfdf  upon  the  gronnd-r^*  Oh  God !  I  give  thee  here  nny  ^ 
*^  humbleft  thanks  that  thus  thy,  fcrvant  ha$  been  fo  permitted  to  pro- 
*^  pagate  thy  trac  and  facred  word/'  Yet  notwithftanding  his  va- 
rious accomplifhnoients^  his  whole  defire  was  retirement,  where  in  his 
own  dioceic  he  taught  refide  in  peace,  without  difturbance  from  ambi- 
tion»  teaching  his  poor  neighbours  their  duty  to  heaven  and  each  other, 
;while  he  performed  towards  them  not  charities  alone,  but  liberal  a^ 
.  of  friendihip,  wiihing  to  be  a  bifhop  more  beloved  than  celebrated — 
a  parent  to  his  ou-ates,  vaflalsi^  tenants,  peafantry ;  who  when  a  tcra- 
peft  once  deiblated  all  their  diffai^l,  were  every  one  indemnified  from 
out  of  his  own  purfe^  and  wrote  &ur  Spanifh  lines  upon  a  little  pillar, 
which  they  all  helped  to  fet  up,  expreffive  of  this  thought. 

Safe  in  our  patron  and  our  friend. 
Here  winds  may  roar,  and  rains  may  fall ; 

We  on  Ximenes'  care  depend, 
Our  hulbandman  provides  for  all. 

His  life  indeed,  is  one  continued  panegyric  on  human  nature,  puri- 
fied by  Chriftianity ;  nor  were  his  modes  of  mortifying  himfelf  known 
till  one  day,  when  cardinal  and  regent,  he  reprimanded  his  coachman 
in  the  ftreet  for  being  behind  his  time  on  fome  occafion  of  no  little 
confequence. — ^**  Your  Eminence,'*  replied  the  fellow,  *' has  nothing 
*'  to  do  but  tie  your  rope  about  your  waift,  nor  tytnthat,  for  I  am  told 
**  you  fleep  in  it ;  but  my  horfes  muft  be  taken  other  care  of,  or  they 
*'  would  look  as  lean  as  their  lord,  and  that  would  never  be  to  our 
**  credit.'*  In  fa<ft,  Ximenes,  a  Francifcan  friar,  ftill  wore  his  wool- 
len habit  next  his  (kin,  and  flept  the  five  hours  he  allowed  himfelf 
on- a  rough  pallat,  fuch  as  are  ufed  in  cells;  nor  was  ever  known  to 
throw  his  limbs  when  weary  on  the  date-bed  prepared  for  his  repo(e. 
At  the  great  dinners  'twas  his  place  to  give,  his  own  mefs  of  pulfe  was 
ftill  prepared  for  him ;  nor  had  he  ever  tafted  freih  meat  or  wine,  or 
even  gravy,  or  ever  allowed  himfelf  a  tite-h-Ute  with  any  man  or 
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woman  fincc  Ms  vow.  When  fecrecy  was  ncccflaiy,  he  ftood  in  a 
eonfeffional :  permitting  no  poflibility  of  fcandal,  and  enjoying,  as  he 
cxprefled  it,  only  oney^»/i^/gratificationi  mtiiick;  of  which  he  was  mofl 
pafConately  fond.  When  the  body  which  contained  this  pious  foul 
was  opened,  'tis  iaid  no  future  could  be  difcemed  in  the  cranium  ;  and 
that  violent  cephalalgia* which  purfued  him  to  the  laft,  was  attributed 
to  the  unufual  paucity  of  brains  in  his  bead.  He  died  not  without 
fufpicion  of  having  been  poifoned  till  thefe  examinations  were  made  $ 
and  lived  not  to  fee  his  beloved  mailer,  by  a  marriage  with  John  of 
Portugal's  iifter,  who  at  the  fame  time  married  a  iiiler  of  Charles  him- 
felf,  bid  fair  to  unite  all  Europe  under  bis  dominion,  and  be  no  Idnger 
called  Charles  V.  but  Charles  quint,  as  fifth  emperor  of  the  name,  not 
merely  king  of  Spain. 

Thefe  events  bring  us  to  the  year  1525,  when  wc  will  quit  thefe 
Caftilians,  fe  formidable  to  both  hemifpheres— fer  a  while. 
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CHAP.  IV^ 


TURKS  AND  ITALIANS,  FRENCH  AND  ENGLISH^ 


FROM  14g3  TO,1525. 


WE  left  the  forceful  Bajazet  driving  the  king  of  Caramania  to  ex- 
tremities, and  our  retroJ^e£iive  eye  lejoiced  to  fee  flich  fury 
happily  turned  away  from  Chriftendom,  exhaufting  its  violence  In  old 
Natolia,  and  regions  ftill  more  remote :  we  felt  confoled  too,  that  the 
Turkifh  power  began  to  be  controuled  in  Europe  now  a  little — coun- 
teracted at  leaft  by  thofe  growing  arts  and  refufcitating  fciences  which 
always  give  the  maftery  to  nations  deepeft  Ikilled  in  them.     Man,  as 
man  merely^  is  a  feeble  creature,  ihuddering  at  the  tvater  where  other 
animals  naturally  fwim,  and  fheltering  from  the  wind  where  fbme 
animals  naturally  fly ;  but  animated  by  knowledge,  quickened  by  ge* 
nius,  and  rendered  fkilful  in  the  eye  of  both  by  experience,  he  makes' 
air  and  fea  fubfervicnt  to  hb  purpofe,  and  bends  all  elements  to-  his 
advantage.    Europe  was  now  learning  how  pafl  mortals  had  conduced 
thcmfelves  in  fimilar  lituations  to  their  owm:  printing  polifhcd  the 
mafter  key  to  knowledge,  and  ignorance  began  to  feel  a  lenie  of  fliame 
till  lately  unobferved,  and  fcarcely  fuffered  to  difturb  the  dignity  o£ 
liftlefTnefs,  or  fet  alide  the  cravings  of  appetite.     Such  fentiments^ 
when  kindled,  arc  coatagious :  Bajazet^  become  old  and  gouty,  and 
finding  fmall  relief,  and  (hortening  intervals  itova^  pain,  which  futfered 
him  no  more  to  follow  camp  as  ufual,  begua  lifteniug  himfelf  after  phi* 
lofophical  amufements,  and  having  built  at  Dymotica,  in  Thrace,  not 
far  from  Adrianople,  a  fort  of  fecohdary  palace,  propofed  retiring  thither,, 
lacaning^  to  dedicate  the  laft  years  of  his  life  ta  cafe  and  ftudy.    For- 
tunately 
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tunatcly  for  mankind  his  janiflaries  and  courtiers  confidcred  fuch  con- 
duft  as  defertion ;  and  though  they  would  have  willingly  feen  their 
fovereign  rioting  in  debauch,  and  debilitating  himfelf  by  general  vo- 
luptuoufnefs,  unfettered  by  any  particular  attachment,  their  terrors 
took  alarm  at  theie  propofals :  and  Selim,  the  moft  favage  of  his  dear- 
loved  fons,  was  fingled  out  as  fucceflbr.  Impatient  of  the  moment, 
he  took  arms ;  but  Eajazet,  not  liking  to  be  driven ^  as  it  appears  from 
what  he  was  willing  and  even  dcfirous  to  quitf  oppofed  them  man- 
fully; and  the  young  prince,  efcaping  upon  his  favourite  horfc  dra- 
htdo^  meaning  a  hJaci  cloudy  difmiiTed  the  lucky  animal  from  future 
labour,  feeing  him  every  day  led  ou;  richly  capariibned  to  receive 
the  carefles  of  a  grateful  mafter,  who,  when  he  died,  buried  him  with 
military  honours  at  Grand  Cairo,  imder  a  fepulchrc  of  coal-black 
marble.  When  Bajazet's  rcfentment  cooled  a  little,  he  fent  for  Se- 
Km  to  his  court,  receiving  his  fubmiilions,  and  pardoning  his  offence, 
adding  both  tears  and  kifles  to  his  kindnefs.  This  Emperor  feems  to 
have  been  much  more  humanized  than  any  of  the  Tiurkilh  Ibvereigns 
we  have  read  of  :^ — he  fuffered  Zimzim  to  elude  that  fury  for  many 
years  which  other  fuccefTors  to  the  Ottoman  ftate  exert  at  once,— 
fbangling  their  brothers  at  the  hour  of  accclSon.  He  forgave  Sclim, 
and  propofed  once  more  to  tafte  the  fweets  of  literary  retirement ;  but 
foon  heard  the  report  how  Achmet  and  Corcutus,  other  fons  by  diffe- 
rent fultanas,  plotted  rebellion,  and  rcfblved  to  reign,  while  many 
baflas  were  obferved  flocking  to  their  treacherous  ilandard.  "  Fallc 
and  forfwom  !'*  cried  the  old  Emperor  from  his  palace  walls — 
What  feek  you !  When  the  earth  Ihook  for  eighteen  days  together, 
did  I  not  treat  aU  my  flaves  as  children,  providing  for  you  food  and 
"  dwellings  from  .my  purfe?  And  did  I  nqt  rebuild  your  city  in  fix 
months,  fctting  on  fourfcore  thouf^yid  men  at  once  to  work !  And  will 
ye  not  now  let  me  die  in  peace,  but  help  diieafe,  which  does  the  bufi- 
nefs  flowly  ?  Call  Sclun  to  the  throne ;  he  will  defend  it  bravely : 
let  me  retreat  now  to  my  fumrocr  palace ;  at  eighty-one  years  fore 
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^'  I  think  I  may."  So  faying  he  prepared  things  for  his  journey,  and 
his  ion  Selim,  favoured  above  the  reft,  went  with  him  part  of  the  way. 
At  feparating,  the  old  king  ihed  tears,  which  a  young  Jew  phyiician 
wiped  away,  and  Selihi  begged  his  father  would  accept  the  man  out  of 
his  houfehold  as  a  ufeflil  flave,  who  might  aflift  him  in  the  hours  of 
torment,  and  rub  his  feet  with  a  foft  hand,  &c.  Bajazet  took  with 
him  the  commiflioned  aflaffin,  and  unfu(psfting  drank  the  ftrong  poi- 
ibnous  draught  which  Selim  had  commanded  that  man  to  prepare ; 
kft,  as  he  faid,  the  conduft  of  prince  Achmet  might  force  or  tempt 
his  father  from  his  ftudies,  and  bring  him  to  Conftantinople  again^ 
Achmet,  bold  youth!  was  fbon  quelled  howfoever;  and  Corcutus, 
who  fought  in  that  brother's  caufe,  and  who  had  likewiie  caught  the 
flame  of  literature,  being  feized  and  put  into  prifon,  lent  the  new  Em- 
peror a  pathetic  letter  exprefled  in  verfe^  fb  elegant  and  tender,  that 
nothing  but  ftate  policy,  'tis  faid,  could  have  prevented  Sclim's  par- 
doning him.  So  may  we  lee  family  affe<^ion  working  its  way  with 
letters  into  Turkey ;  where  Selim  thpught  it  fit  to  have  the  ilave 
ftrangled  who  fupprefled,  he  faid,  or  came  too  late  with  a  petition  fo 
capable  of  moving  him  to  forgivenefs. 

Meanwhile  the  religious  war  with  Ifmael  Sophi,  concerning  fomc 
peculiar  tenets  delivered  down  by  Omar  and  Hali,  iiicceflbrs  to  their 
prophet,  contributed  to  keep  that  faith  alive  which  had  now  held  its 
ground  in  the  world  nine  hundred  years  at  leaft,  and  which  was  cer- 
tainly endangered  by  the  laft  fovcreign's  acknowledged  taftc  for  litera- 
ture ;  a  difpofition,  therefore,  dreaded  by  his  fubje<ft9>  who  fear  nothing 
lb  much  as  encroachments  upon  Mahometanifm,  to  which  Selim  had 
the  attachment  of  old  times,  and  thought  thofc  hours  loft  to  church 
and  ftate  which  were  (pent  in  libraries  or  cogitation.  He  led  his 
trof^ps  againft  the  ftiltan  of  B^gypt,  and  took  Grand  Cairo  from  its  old 
poflcflbrs,  and  after  difplaying  that  perfonal  prowefs  and  military  (kill 
hi  J  armies  knew  fo  well  how  to  appreciate,  he  died  in  the  beginning 
of  1520 ;  and  finding  the  cancer  which  conftimed  his  life  lefs  tole- 
rable 
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rabk  than  any  ofthofe  wounds  which  had  fo  often  threatened  it : 
*^  Pyrrhns !"  cried  he,  calling  to  his  favourite  baffa,  "  death  is  at 
^'  hand>  and  in  an  ugly  form.  Let  my  Iqft  adlion  on  earth  at  Icaft  be 
a  good  one."  '*  Will  my  lord  leave  his  treafures  to  the  mosque, 
then  ?"  faid  Pyrrhus.  '*  No,  pr*ythee,"  replied  the  Emperor,  "  that 
'*  is  a  Chriftian  cullom,  and  a  wcak^  one.  They  give  to  Jefus  the 
^'  fpoil  of  his  poor  fcrvants.  Go  rather,  Pyrrhus,  and  reftore  the 
*'  Perfian  what  we  have  taken  from  him  with  injuftice ;  paying  the 
"  families  who  helped  us  gain  it  from  out  my  privy  purfe."  His  fbn 
Solyman,  fo  truly  termed  the  Magnificent,  turned,  as  his  dying  father 
counfelled  him,  his  arms  on  Europe,  and  keeping  Selim's  picture  al- 
ways at  his  bed's  head,  buried  him  with  a  Greek  line  writ  on  the 
tomb,  which  fomc  one  made  into  expreffive  Latin,  thus : 

Hie  maximus  adfiim  Selimus  qui  orbem  domui. 

The  panegyric  was  nearer  true  of  his  fon,  who  took  Belgrade,  and 
befieged  Rhodes,  the  firft  two  years  of  his  reign :  Villiers,  a  French- 
man, defended  the  iiland  valiantly,  but  fortune  favoured  Turcifm 
once  more,  and  thfc  fultan  took  pofleffion  upon  Chrillmas  day.  He 
now  prepared  to  attack  Hungary,  where  Lewis  hoped  to  make  a  vi- 
gorous refiftance,  ftrengthened  as  he  was  by  great  alliance ;  while 
Mary,  another  iiftcr  of  Charles  V.,  accepted  his  hand,  and  his  lifter 
married  Ferdinand,  brother  to  that  great  emperor.  But  refiftancc 
againft  Solyman  was  no  eafy  taflt ;  nor  could  the  king  of  Hungary 
be  counted  among  thofe  ftriking,  thofe  confpicuous  chara<?lers  with 
which,  as  nature  now  feemed  renovating,  and  fcicnce  held  her  lamp 
to  Ihow  them  off,  the  world  appeared  to  teem,  and  call  mankind's 
attention  to  the  produA,  where  Raphael  and  Michael  Angelo,  Cor* 
regio,  Titian,  Leonardo  da  Vinci,  brought  back  to  life,  and  refcued 
from  imperfeft  RetroJpe£l,  objefts  oipajl  admiration,  while  they  con- 
iigned  their  own  names  to  immortality  of  fame,  and  while  the  houfo 
of  Medici,  fccking  ftill  to  irradiate  all  around  them  by  riftoring  every 
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art  to  priftine  eftimation,  attraded  fplendour  and  beauty  to  itfelf,  and 
(hone  with  reflefted  luftre,  the  moon  of  modem  times.  How  this 
extraordinary  family  contrived  to  overlay  with  brightnefs  its  natural 
opacity,  and  Ihine  for  years  and  ages  with  glory  fo  ferene,  with  light  fo 
cheering,  an  author  of  our  own  day  has  informed  us :  but  information's 
felf  only  increafes  the  wonder,  when  we  confider  that  high  birth,  till 
thofe  days,  was  deemed  indifpenfable  to  all  excepting  ecclefiaftical 
dignities ;  and  that  Silveftro's  parents  little  dreamed  his  grandfon 
Ihbuld  be  called  Lorenzo  the  Magnificent.  By  tacit  influence  then, 
and  voluntary  acquiefcence,  if  fuch  vaft  power  could  be  obtained  and. 
kept,  among  fuhjeSis  who  at  Jirji  would  not  have  willingly  been  called 
fuchj  we  may  confider  the  phenomenon  as  confolatory  to  thofe  ranks 
of  men  hitherto  precluded  from  political  renown,  who  might  obferve 
that  fmce  authority  began  to  pine  a  little,  Florence  was  the  pWce 
pitched  upon  by  Providence  to  fhow  hpw  learning,  virtue,  talents,  all 
combined,  might  by  long  union  in  a  fmgle  race,  fopply  the  poft  flic 
could  no  longer  guard,  and  do  what  dull  dcfcent  had  done  before. 

But  other  Italian  ftates  were  not  fo  happy.  Roderico  Borgia,  made 
pope  by  bargain  with  the  other  cardinals,  abhorred,  he  faid,  all  (imo- 
niacal  pra<ftices»  though  he  confeiTcd  his  own  eleAion  owing  to  them: 
he  therefore  began  his  reign  by  puniftiing,  not  by  careffing,  his  bene- 
faftors.  Surrounded  with  enemies,  they  of  courfc  delighted  to  di- 
vulge all  his  mifdeeds,  and  many  a  tale  no  doubt  was  told  with  addi- 
tion. Alexander  VI.  indeed,  (fuch  was  the  name  he  took)  defpifed 
their  envy,  and  fct  their  malice  at  defiance ;  lived  openly  with  fair 
Vanozia,  acknowledged  his  children  by  her,  and  fcnt  his  favourite  fon 
Caefar  Borgia  into  Spain,  archbifliop  of  Valentia.  But  Charles  VIII. 
of  France,  now  claimed  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  which  had  been  left 
to  his  father  Louis  XF.  by  will,  and  Ferdinand,  who  pofTeirod  and  was 
determined  to  keep  it,  even  died  of  hafte  to  meet  his  antagonift  in  the 
field.  Alphonfo  was  the  natural  fucceflbr ;  and  he  w  ifcly  conceived 
that  the  near  way  of  fccuring  his  feat,  was  fending  rich  prefcnts  to 

Vol.  IL  K  cardinal 


74  TURKS,  ITALIANS,  FRENCH  AND  ENGLISH,       L^h.  iv. 

cardinal  Valentine,  fuch  the  Pope's  fbn  had  wifhed  to  become ;  and 
through  his  means,  (which  with  his  father  were  all-powerful)  fecure 
the  Romiih  fee.     Charles  meantime,  not  fo  repulfed,  rufhed  forward — 
he,  like  the  ibldier  in  Horace,  zouam  perdtdh ;  bad  luck  at  gaming  had 
impelled  him  forth,  and  till  his  lofles  were  repaired,  returning  was  dif- 
graceful :  as  this  young  champion  for  virtue  (fo  he  ftyled  himfelf) 
poured  down  the  Alps  a  torrent  rapid  though  not  deep ;  he  publiihed 
Alexander's  crimes  aloud,  declared  that  fuch  a  fovereign  ought  to  be 
depofod,  while  Naples  faw  no  fewer  than  five  kings  reign  over  peace- 
ably-inclined Parthcnope  in  only  two  years  time.   Ferdinand  and  his  fon 
Alphonfo,  and  his  fon  Ferdinand,  and  Charles  of  France,  who  with  fix 
thoufand  two  hundred  Frenchmen,  drove  thirty  thoufand  timorous  Ita- 
lians before  them  panic  ftruck — and  when  he  died,  Frederick  the  brother 
of  Alphonfo  reigned.     Meanwhile  their  fifter  was  wedded  to  prince 
Squillace,  third  fon  of  the  pontiff,  whofo  parental  fondnefs,  although 
cxccflSve,  not  being  divided  to  their  liking  between  the  duke  of  Candia 
and  cardinal  Valentine,  the  firfl  and  focond  of  his  children  by  Vanozia, 
they  quarrelled,  hated,  and  the  body  of  Francis  was  fiihed  out  of  the 
Tybcr,  where  it  was  fuppofod  the  implacable  Caefar  had  beflowed  it, 
to  the  agonizing  affliction  of  his  Holinefs,  who  did  not  however  in  the 
leail  withdraw  his  fondneis  from  the  brother :    and  he  was  font  to 
crown  king  Frederick  at  Capua,  becaufo  Naples  was  defolated  by  a  new 
peftilence,  iaid  to  have^  been  brought  from  the  new  regions  difcovered 
in  America,  of  which  Alexander  made  the  line  of  demarcation,  beflow- 
ing  them  in  what  proportion  he  thought  fit ;  a  pope's  bull  being  ia 
thofo  days  what  a  charter  to  a  trading  company  has  been  in  ours,  only 
of  more  refped.     On  this  journey  the  yoimg  Nuncio  tried  to. obtain 
the  throne  of  Naples  for  himfelf  by  courtfhip  to  king  Frederick's 
daughter ;  but  that  lady  could  not  be  perfiiaded,  and  her  fiat  refufal 
to  wed  a  man  approved  by  her  father  is. the  firft  we  read  of     To  ihew 
it  was  fincere,  Ihc  fought  to  hide  herfelf  for  ever  in  a  monaflery ; 
confidering  that  perfon  as  half  polluted  who  vras  requefted  to  join  hands 
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at  the  ahar  with  an  ccclefiaftich  Alexander,  in  revenge  for  this  flight 
of  his  Ion,  leagued  firmly  with  their  late  avowed  enemy,  the  cham- 
pion for  virtue,  Charles ;  whofe  gaming  debt  once  paid,  made  Caefar 
Borgia  due  de  Valentinoisy  and  married  him  to  a  Madame  de  France 
Charlotte  d' Albret,  lefs  fcrupulous  than  the  innocent  Neapolitan.  Our 
RetroJpe6iion  now  fees,  for  the  firft  time,  the  cardinal's  hat  formally  re- 
figned,  and  nuptials  celebrated  between  a  prince  of  the  French  blood 
royal  and  a  pope's  fon,  openly  fo  acknowledged.  Aut  Cafar,  aut 
nidluSy  was  the  duke's  leggenda,  and  when  fome  Italian  league  was 
formed  againft  him,  he  fought  with  the  courage  of  his  name-fake, 
and  lofing  not  a  iingle  foldier,  recovered  half  a  dozen  towns  they  had 
feized  on.  It  was  indeed  for  ibmething  more  folid  than  mere  fame, 
when  this  young  warrior  took  the  field  for  battle.  His  family  cared 
not  for  the  world's  good  word ;  and  'twas  in  fhamelefihefs  much  more 
than  hi  mere  vice,  that  Roderico  himfelf  fiirpafled  his  predeccflbrs. 
He  and  his  favourite  fbn,  duke  Valentine,  were  riding  together  round 
the  environs  of  Rome  one  day,  and  faw  a  gallows  pulling  down — a 
ftatue  letting  up  in  the  fame  ftreet  or  road.  '*  Let  us  at  leaft,  my 
'*  ion,"  faid  he,  '*  have  more  fenfe  than  to  court  popularity :  thou 
*^  iceft  how  clofely  to  each  other  refidc  the  favour  and  dilgrace  of 
*^  mankind."  Vldes  tni  Jilu  quam  leve  di/irimen  patihulam  inter  etjia- 
tnam.  In  efFedl  they  followed  up  their  own  opinions  pretty  refolutely ; 
lived  much  together:  the  fame  their  ftudies,  and  their  taftes  the 
fame :  both  loving  wit,  and  wine,  and  women,  and  belles  lettrcs.  The 
Pope's  eloquence  in  particular  was  deemed  irrefiftible ;  his  mannci^ 
reducing ;  and  for  voluptuous  fcencs  of  convivial  gaiety,  unpolluted 
by  drunkennels,  the  court  of  Commodus  alone  could  have  exceeded 
theirs.  Cardinal  Corneto,  however,  would  not  flatter  them,  nor  be 
prevailed  on  to  approve  fuch  profligacy.  He  was  invited  therefore  to 
a  grave  fupper,  and  the  fatal  cup  was  already  prepared  at  the  apart- 
ments of  duke  Valentine :  but  Alexander  coming  hot  and  weary  from 
a  walk  before  his  time,  feeing  it  on  the  fide-board  temptingly  cool, , 
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invited  his  fbn  to  pledge  him,  and  they  drank,  till  the  terrified  and 
confidential  butler  burfting  in,  fiiatched  it  from  Caefar's  hand.  The 
company  was  fcarce  arrived,  before  both  were  feized  with  intolerable 
pangs,  from  which  the  Ion  llowly,  and  in  the  courfe  of  many  months 
and  even  years  imperfeiSUy  recovered ;  but  the  father  outlived  not  the 
night,  and  his  fucceflx)r  Pius  tertius  died  in  lefs  than  a  month.  Ju* 
lius  II.  who  flicceeded  him^  was  nephew  to  Sextus  quartus,  and  like  his 
uncle,  of  a  warlike  difpofition.  His  quarrel  with  the  Venetians  and  the 
French  ;  his  heading  his  troops  in  perfon,  and  animating  them  to  be- 
fiege  a  town  defended  by  the  warlike  countefs  de  Mirandola,  evinces 
the  ftate  of  fbciety  even  in  thofe  days — when  Raphael  painted,  and 
when  Vida  fung.  Guicciardini's  lyftory  indeed,  where  all  thefe  fails  arc 
detailed,  prove  the  odd  negleft  of  that  which  we  now  call  decorum, 
while  ladies  and  popes  contended  in  the  field  for  maftery,  and  the 
powers  of  Europe  were  compelled  to  declare  Julius  fufpended  from 
his  dignities  as  an  incendiary,  and  difturber  of  public  peace.  He 
meanwhile  fet  his  foes  at  defiance,  buckled  on  his  armour,  and  faw 
men  fall  befide  him  in  the  battle,  as  the  firft  Roman  Julius  would  have 
done.  That  fo  turbulent  and  a<ftive,  fo  valiant  and  decided  a  charac- 
ter  Ihould  be  ftruck  with  a  creeping  palfy,  and  die  at  laft  of  a  lethargic 
diforder,  half  grieves  one ;  although  'tis  fure  that  nothing  lefs  would 
have  tamed  him,  or  made  way  for  elegance  and  literature  combined 
in  the  perfon  of  their  celebrated  patron,  Leo  the  tenth,  fon.to  Lo- 
renzo di  Medici.  It  was  Alexander  VI.  however,  who  drew  the  line 
of  feparation  for  Spain  and  Portugal  in  South  America,  and  it  was 
Julius  II.  who  firft  fet  out  a  bull  for  indulgcncies,  avowedly  to  gain 
by  that  means  contributions  towards  the  magnificent  ftrudlure  of  St. 
Peter's  church ;  a  fabrick  which  went  forward  rapidly  under  his  fuc- 
ceflbr's  reign,  as  did  every  fine  art  and  every  fcience — each  rational 
fource  of  delight  being  opened  by  this  pontiff,  who  taught  the  love  of 
hitdlediual  pleafures,  and  (howed  mankind  the  difference  between 
luxury  and  debauch.    Refinement  was  indeed  growing  a  fort  of  necef- 
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farv,  fince  life  had  taken  fomewhat  a  new  colour ;  and  though  the  old 
leaven  was  not  yet  quite  \yorked  out,  it  no  longer  w  arrantcd  that  grols 
fenfuality  which  fhocked  men  lefs,  in  lefs  enlightened  tjmes.  On 
Leo's  highly  poll  filed  Ibul  no  vulgar  ftain  would  Hick  :  although  his 
enemies,  who  had  nothing  to  urge  againft  his  converfatiohs  with 
women  at  leaf},  found  out  that  he  fpent  too  much  time  in  loitering 
amongySw^  favourite  animals,  horfcs  and  dogs.  They  took  him  not 
off  from  other  occupations,  however.  He  called  Michael  Angelo's 
afiiilance  to  the  vafl  edifice  his  predcceflTor  had  begun,  and  provided 
for  the  expence  by  lits  mode,  of  fctting  indulgencies  tp  public  falc.  It 
was  on  that  occafion  Martin  Luther,  with  lefs  delicacy  of  taftc  than 
ardour  for  rcformatiQn,  raifcd  the  fiiil  clamour  which  iubfidcd  no 
more^  againft  the  power  and  tyranny  of  the  popedom.  Leo,  who  had 
been  cardinal  ever  fince  he  could  remember,  being  made  fo  at  thirteen 
years  old,  confciTcd  his  being  better  fkilled  in  any  ftudy  than  divinity, 
and  laughing  faid,  that  he  would  rather  ifilue  out  a  bull  againft  thofe 

#  *  * 

who  found  fault  with  Ariofto's  verfes,  than  againft  thofe  who  objeded 
to  his  government.  Being  difpofed  however,  to  maintain  the  prero- 
gatives which  at  his  accefliion  he  found  fubfifting  in  the  fee,  without 
fufFering  them  to  be  diminifiied,  after  trying  gentle  means  without 
eftcA,  he  felt  himfclf  called  upon  by  his  own  dignity  rather  than  any 
convidion  in  his  mind,  to  excommunicate  this  rough  reformer,  and 
compliment  our  Henry  the  eighth  of  E^ngland,  who  wrote  a  book'' 
againft  thefe  new  opinions.  Such  was  the  lamented  fovereign  of 
Rome,  where  he  renewed  the  Auguftan  age  almoft,  patronizing  mu- 
ficians  who  from  his  hand  received  all  double  pay,  whilft  his  true 
friendlhip  for  Lafcaris,  and  correfpondence  with  the  accompliflied 
Pic  dc  Mirandola,  contributed  to  embalm  his  fame  for  evermore ;  as 
their  illuftrious  names,  like  fprigs  of  afphodel  in  antique  burying 
grounds,  ftipply  with  claflTic  nourilhment  the  manes  of  pope  Leo* 
His  retort  on  Francis  the  firft  muft  be  noted  before  we  quite  difmi/s 
him  to  their  care ; — ^That  king  upon  a  vifit  at  Bologria,  obfcrvant  of 
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the  pomp  in  which  Lorenzo's  fbn  came  out  to  meet  him,  faid,   '*  the 
*^  old  biihops  did  not  travel  in  this  Hate,  as  no  one  knows  better  than 
'*  your  Holinefs.'* — "What !  when  the  kings  of  the  earth  kept  Iheep?** 
was  the  reply.     "  No,   no;  I  mean  really  under  the  gofpel." — **  Oh,'* 
faid  the  Pontiff,  **  ay,  in  days  when  the  French  fovereign  was  a  faint, 
*'  vifited  the  hofpitals  at  home,  and  battled  the  Turk  abroad,  (alluding 
**  to  St.  Louis)  *tis  true  indeed;  times  are  much  changed  fmce  then.'* 
But  it  was  obferved  by  many  of  his  contemporaries,  that  Leo  was  the 
firft  wit  of  the  age,  and  protefted  petty  wits  'midft  whom  he  (hone — a 
fun  among  t  fie  planets.  Thefe  events  bring  our  retroJpe6live  eye  forwards 
and  fix  on  France,  which  claims  an  ample  fhare  of  our  attention,  fince 
Charles  fumamed  the  Affable  and  Courteous,  who  ran  through  Italy,, 
was  crowned  a^  Naples,  bullied  pope  Alexander  and  then  made  up 
with  him,   marrying  young  Borgia  to  his  favourite  niece :  having  at 
length  loft  men  and  money  to  a  vaft  amount ;  fate  down  to  end  the 
world  as  he  began  it,  at  a  private  gaming  table,  in  which  fmall  circle 
all  his  true  pleafures  were  concentred  ;  leaving  le  grand  confell  to  ere<3: . 
itfelf  into  conr  fouveraitu  without  any  objcftion  upon  his  part.     So 
lived,  fo  reigned,  fo  died  Charles  VIII.  at  twenty- fcven  years  old ;  and 
was  fucceeded  both  in  hed  and  throne  by  Louis  due  d'Orleans,  firft 
prince  of  the  blood,  who  eafily  prevailed  on  the  Borghcfc  Pope  to 
diflblve  his  marriage  with  Lewis  the  eleventh's  daughter,  and  put 
him  in  poffcflion  of  fair  Anne  of  Britanny,  widow  to  Charles  VIII. : 
a  lady  defired  by  all  the  fovereighs  of  her  time,   and  who  reigned 
in  the  hearts  of  Maximilian  the  firft  of  Germany  and  Henry  the 
feventh   of  England,  while   her  apparently   dcftined   refidcnce    was 
Paris.     Her  fecond  hufband,  fumamed  the  Juft,  was  an  exemplary 
charafter,  and  from  principle  co-operating  with  the  fcheme  of  Pro- 
vidence in  fav6urx)f  the  lower  clafTes  of  humanity,  Lewis  XII.  re- 
duced his  houfehold  and  diminiflied  his  taxes,  fheltered  his  pcafantry 
from  outrages  committed  till  then  by  foldiers  with  an  indulgence  ap- 
proaching to  impunity ;  indemnified  merchants,  (hop-keepers,  all  who 
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had  fuffered  by  the  wars  he  found  himfelf  early  engaged  in  with  the 
Sforza  family,  which  he  almoft  extinguiftied,  and.promifed   himfelf 
equal  fuccefs  among  the  Neapolitans,   but  by  treaty  the  Spaniards  had 
iecured  from  him  that  kingdom,  when  Germaine  de  Foix,  princefs  of 
France  was  for  a  while  united  to  old  Ferdinand,  widower  of  Ifabella. 
Louis  Xn.  was  however,  although  a  warlike,   an  extremely  confcien- 
tious  fovereign,   and  fecretly  forgave  his  gallant  enemy  Tremouille, 
faying  that  a  king  of  France  ought  to  forget  the  injuries  offered  to  a 
due  d'Orleans.      Not    content   with  perfonal  conc€ffions,   he  even 
tried  to  make  his  people's  happinefs  perpetual,  by  fettlng  up  the  law 
above  the  king,  and  fliielding  thc'm  from  future  oppreffors  by  the  im- 
mortal cdift  of  1*199,   which  obtained  him  the  high  title  of  Pater 
Patriae,  never  more  juftly  deferved,  and  fhewed  mankind  that  when  he 
fought  to  limit  papal  power  and  cite  Julius  II.  before  a  general  coun- 
cil  at  Pifa,  it  was  no  rougher  a  meafure  than  he  himfelf  was  willing  to 
fubmit  to.     Henry  the  eighth  of  England  he  conciliated  by  marrying, 
on  death  of  Arine  de  Bretagne,  his  fifter  Mary,  after  duchefs  of  Suf- 
folk, by  whom,  as  Ihe  was  only  Sixteen  years  old,  he  hoped  for  chil- 
dren :  the  former  lady  having  nearly  proved  a  barren  bride  to  both 
her  hufbands :  he  died  however  three  months  after  the  celebration  of 
his  marriage  with  our  young  princefs,  and  left  his  throne  to  Francis 
the  firft,  a  fplendid  and  brilliant  chara6ler,  whofe  Ihowy  manners  and 
gay  unconcern,  were,  by  thofe  fecret  combinations  few  can  account 
for,  apparently  deftined  to  produce  the  fame  effefts  upon  the  world  in 
general,  as  did  the  llridl  probity  and  rigid  morals  of  his  immediate  prcdc- 
ceffor.   He  mounted  the  feat  of  honour  and  authority  as  next  of  kin  to 
Louis  XII.,  who  hadnofons  though  three  times  married,  and  Charles 
the  Affable,  as  he  was  called,  finifhed  the  Maletteirs  in  line  of  Valois. 
Francis  in  order  to  ftrengthen  hb  relationlhip  to  the  crown,   married 
la  belle  Claude,  fole  daughter  of  Lewis  the  Juft,  fole  child  of  Anne 
de  Bretagne ;  and  was  by,  her,  father  to  Henry  11.     It  was  not  on  his 
progeny  however,  that  this  aftive  prince  depended  for  immortality  in 
feme's  wide  trumpet :  he  was  defirous  to  fill  it  all  himfelf,  and  to  that 
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end  fighcd  chiefly  for  knighthood,   beftowcd  with  every  ceremony  in- 
,  cident  to  an  order  of  which  he  was  fo  paflionately  fond,   defiling  the 
title  of  Preux  Chevalier  beyond  all  others.    He  earned  his  {purs  indeed 
in  his  firft  battle,  where  for  the  duchy  of  Milan  he  fought  fuch  an 
army  of  leagued  Swifles  at  Marignan,  that  Trivulcio,  who  had  been 
then  in  eighteen  engagements,  fwore  they  were  children's  play  to  this 
cotnbatiimenio  de'gfgatiti,  as  he  called  them.  Fifteen  thoufand  of  his  ene- 
mies there  lay  dead,  incredible  numbers  of  which  were  killed  by  le 
grand  Franqois'  own  unerring  hand,  and  it  was  on  that  bloody  field, 
that  in  true  fpirit  of  ancient  chiN'alry  when  all  was  over,  he  folicited 
Chevalier  Bayard's  fword  acrofs  his  (boulders  to  crown  his  conqueft 
and  complete  his  glory.     Pope  Leo,  juftly  alarmed  at  this  fierce  onfet, 
defired  an  amicable  conference,  and  another  treaty  was  made  between 
this  warlike  monarch    and  Charles  V.,    but  jealouiy  between  V^o 
liich  rivals  would  not  long  permit  the  continuance  of  peace.     Soon  as 
Maximilian's  death  put  the  imperial  crown  upon  his  head,  filled  with 
political  knowledge/ and  warmed  not  fevered  y  with  dcfire  of  glory,  frefli 
wars  broke  out,  which  dcfblated  the  north  of  Italy,  and  ended  not  till 
the  year  1525  had  fecn  the  battle  of  Pavia  loft  by  Francis,  who  having 
performed  prodigies  of  valour,  fo  as  to  amaze  the  hoftile  army,  he  was 
at  length  prcflTed  by  furrounding  thouiands  and  taken  prifoner,  after 
two  or  three  horfes  had  been  killed  under  him.     When   carried  to 
Madrid  a  captive  king,  his  memorable  letter  to  the  mother  he  adored, 
was  in  the  fpirll  of  true  gallantry  and  knighthood.     *'  Madame^   tout 
eft  perduy  hormts  Ihonneurr'^     Such  were  the  lelfons  he  had  learned 
from  Bayard;   whofe  heroic  exit  in  the  valley  d'Aoft  ten  months  be- 
fore, haunted  his  very  dreams  ;  prcfcnting  to  his  fancy  ftill  the  expir- 
ing chief,  his  back  againft  a  tree,  his  fword  hilt  held  up  in  form  of  a 
crofs  before  the  filmy  eyes  foon  to  be  clofed  for  ever;   while  excla- 
mations of  compaffionating  tendernefs  burft  from  the  Conftable  dc 
Bourbon's  lips ;  who,  though  his  profeficd  enemy,  cried  out,  AhXhc- 
valier !  the  glory  of  all  France,  and  dd  I  fee  you  thus  ?  '•  Rcferve  youy 

♦All  is  loft,  Madam,  our  honour  alone  excepted. 

pity. 


CH.  iv.J         FROM  A.  D.  1492  TO  THE  YEAR  1525.  8I 

^  pity/*  replied  the  warlike  loyalift,  ^'  for  thofe  who  die  fighting  agawji. 
*^  their  prince  and  their  allegiance :  my  death  Ihould  be  ^the  choice  of 
*^  every  valiant  and  defcrving  Frenchman ;  you  fee  I  fall  even  now  my 
^  face  againft  the  king's  enemies,  my  back  was  never  turned  towards 
V  them  yet,"  he  faid  and  dropt ;  when  Francis,  ftung  by  liich  a  poig- 
nant lofs,  and  breathing  fury  againft  his  treacherous  coufin,  flew  crofs 
the  Alps  and  fought,  in  evil  hour,  the  unfuccefsful  battle  of  Pavia. 
Such  patriotifm  almoft  fills  with  tears  the  retroJpcSiive  eye,  and  warns 
us  not  to  keep  our  glafs  too  long  turned  from  our  native  country ; 
where  in  the  famous  year  1492,  we  left  wife  Henry  regardlefs  of  pro- 
mifed  treafures  from  new  worlds,  defirous  rather  fo  to  conduft  himfelf 
upon  the  old  one  as  to  obtain  iecurity  and  repofe  ;  bleffings  which  our 
ifland  ftood  much  in  need  of,  haraiTed  as  it  had  been  by  barbarous 
civil  wars.  Many  improvements  take  their  date  from  this  reign,  and 
whilft  his  romantic  contemporary  Maximilian  fighed  to  be  elected  co- 
adjutor to  Pope  Julius,  and  when  that  ftrange  fantaftic  projeft  failed,' 
did  abfolutely  volunteer  his  fervices  to  England,  Henry  VII.  who  for  a 
while  paid  him  one  hundred  crowns  a-day  at  Anne  of  Britanny's  pri* 
vate  requeft,  fet  himfelf  fcrioufly  to  enaft  fuch  laws  as  rendered  chi- 
valry Icis  ufeful,  and  drove  romance  as  far  away  as  poffible.  Statutes 
were  enaftcd,  making  it  felony  to  carry  off  a  woman  of  whatever  rank 
by  force ;  poor  people  had  leave  granted  to  prefer  fuits  without  pay- 
ment of  fees,  in  forma  pmtperis ;  inclofures  were  rcftrained,  and  pen-? 
fions  granted :  Blackwell-Hall  was  appointed  wool  repofitory  inftead 
of  Weftminftcr  and  Palace-yard,  a  charter  was  beftowed  on  the  mer- 
chant adventurers  of  England,  fmce  known  by  the  name  of  the  Ham- 
burgh  0)mpany,  London  was  qmbelliflied,  the  Strand  began  to  af- 
fume  fonifewhat  of  the  ihape  it  now  bears ;  embankments  adorned  our 
river's  fide,  and  the  magiftrates  of  Dort,  in  gratitude  for  fume  commer- 
cial  advantages  obtained  by  Henry's  fpirit  of  traffic,  agreed  tq  prelent 
him  for  his  own  chapel,  the  beautiful  window  we  now  fee  in  the 
church  of  St.  Margaret,  belonging  to  the  Houfc  of  Commons,  who 
Vol.  II.  L  purchafed 


82        TURKS,  ITALIANS,  FRENCH  AND  ENGLISH,         [cm.  it. 

purchafcd  it  very  lately,  in  the  eighteenth  century  at  Icaft,  from  the 
heirs  of  General  Monk,  as  he  had  fecreted  it  during  the  days  of  dif- 
turbancc  and  rebellion.  Such  were  the  comforts  of  imdifputed  do^ 
minion  in  England,  on  the  throne  of  which  Henry  fcemed  firmly 
feated,  according  to  the  minds  of  all  obfcrvcrs  but  himfelf,  who,  being 
of  a  fufpicious  fclfifli  temper,  looked  with  a  jealous  apprefaenfiye  eye 
even  upon  the  conduft  of  his  will-lefs  confort ;  and  was  inclined  to 
view  in  the  two  fons  (he  brought  him,  rivals  rather  than  ftrcngthcncrs 
of  his  title.  He  feared  left  Henry  (for  Arthur  was  a  feeble  youth,  of 
gentle  quiet  mind,  and  lived  not  long)  might  one  day  form  a  proje<% 
to  depofe  htm^  and  reign  in  right  of  his  mother,  calling  himfelf  heir 
to  the  houfe  of  York.  It  feems  as  if  rojralty  like  life  grew  dearer  to 
thoie  poiTefTors  who  held  it  with  moft  difficulty :  our  iapient  ibvereiga 
might  have  difccrned  in  others,  aind  felt  in  his  own  heart,  how  much 
more  people  are  attached  to  their  father  s  than  their  mother*s  family. 
The  impoftors  who  had  alarmed  him,  Lambart  and  Perkin,  claimed 
from  the  houfe  of  York  it  is  true ;  but  drew  their  pretenfions  from  the 
ffiak  parent,  as  did  that  wretched  Earl  of  Warwick  likewife,  if  indeed 
he  made  any  pretenfions  at  all ;  but  we  fee  Charles  V»  defpifmg 
after  this  the  filly  mother  by  whom  the  crown  of  Spain  with  all  the 
Mexicoes  devolved  to  him,  and  Henry  himfelf  apparently  preferred  the 
houie  of  Tudor*  to  the  lefs  ancient,  but  far  more  illuftrious  Plantagc- 
nets.  It  was  indeed  no  lefs  his  real  fport,  than  he  confidered  it  his 
certain  intereft  to  deprefs  and  hutoblc  the  nobility,  who  till  hb  time 
had  alwayB  kept  a  multitude  of  retainers  in  their  fervice  with  liveries 
and  badges,  fuch  as  many  countries  on  the  Continent  exhibited  even 
in  our  own  times,  Poland  particularly.  Thefe  men  were  in  fome  fort 
mlifled  under  the  lord  whofc  imprefe  they  wore ;  aflfifting  and  abetting 
any  projeA  of  their  patron,  civil  or  military.  Our  long  civil  wars  how* 
ever  had  diminifhcd  the  power  of  Englifh  barons  to  keep  io  many 


•  Tbdor.meaiu  Theodore.  Dtodatus.^Tht  PiMtagtnifta  is  of  more  dabious  origittw 

mouths 


CH.  IV.]  FROM  A,  D.  1492  TO  THE  YEAR  1525.  83 

mouths  to  feed,  and  nunjiberlefs  houfcs  of  antique  dignity  were  com* 
pletely  deftroyed  by  the  efforts  made  to  fet  his  or  his  queen's  family  on 
a  throne,  which  now  fcemcd  to  defire  nothing  fo  fmcerely  as  the  ruin 
of  its  former  friends.  Among  thcfc  Lord  Oxford  had  (hone  a  ftout 
Lancaftrian  from  the  beginning;  when  therefore  Henry  came  one  day 
to  dine  with  him,  and  faw  a  prodigious  number  of  retained  friends 
wearing  their  patron's  livery — *'  Are  all  thefc  your  domeftic  fervants, 
'*  good  my  lord  ?'*  enquired  the  fovercign.  *'  No,  fir,"  replied  the 
mafterof  the  houfe,  "they  are  gentlemen  who  kindly  do  me  this 
*'  honour  upon  this  agreeable  occafion."  "  Why  then,  by  my  faith," 
exclaims  the  monarch,  "  I  thank  you  for  my  good  cheer,  but  the  at- 
*'  tomey-general  muft  talk  with  your  lordfliip  about  thefe  {amc  gentle- 
"  men^  for  I  will  not  have  my  laws  broken  before  my  face  ;  and  there 
"  fliall  be  no  armies  in  my  country,  at  any  raan*s  command  but  mjy 
**  won^  For  this  (how  of  his  retainers,  Oxford  is  faid  to  have  paid 
fifteen  thou(and  marks  to  the  tyrant  he  helped  (et  up  over  himfelf. 
Silly  barons !  (hort-fighted  kings !  exclaim  wc  diftant  Retrofpedors, 
who  {landing  on  the  firm-fixed  eminence  formed  by  commercial  in* 
duftry,  fee  tumbled  round  us  the  old  rock  of  royalty,  and  all  the  minor 
hills  levelled  with  earth.  Thus  in  the  torrid  zone  where  nature  fports 
unvicwed  except  by  late  inquifitive  examiners :  Smcathman  informs 
us  of  a  monftrous  ant  hillock  formed  by  the  Termites,  where  millions 
of  working  animals  combine  to  make  themfelves  a  habitation,  that 
cfcapcs  earthquakes  which  rive  the  Chandrafic  Hara^  called  by  our  tra- 
vellers the  Mountains  of  the  Moon. 

The  fame  fbvereign,  in  confcqucnce  of  the  fame  fpirit,  tried  to  take 
power  from  the  finking  church,  and  deliver  over  to  the  fecular  arm, 
o^enders  who  had  fought  a  fanftuary  under  the  confecrated  wall  or 
,fleps,  fueh  as  wc  have  feen  them  frequently  in  Italy^  faucily  laughing  , 
at  the  very  paflfengcrs  they  robbed  perhaps  a  day  or  two  before  ;  and 
waking  tiM  their  wife  or  friend  (hould  come  and  feed  them,  fearle(s  of 
jufticc,  and  confkknt  of  protcftion.     He  fuccecdcd  not  entirely  as  to 

L  2  this 


/ 


84  TURKS^  ITALIANS,  FRENCH  AND    ENGLISH,     [ch.  iv. 

this  projcfted  improvement,  for  which  the  world  was  not  then  ripe  a$ 
now  :  but  he  found  no  objection  made  to  his  permitting  the  rich  mer- 
chants' appearance  as  pubHc  bidders  for  poor  lords'  eftates,  when  folly 
or  neccflity  obliged  them  to  fell  off.  Till  then  no  man  of  inferior  rank 
had  prcfumcd  to  buy  ;  fo  that  the  ariftocracy  could  fcarce  be  broken 
even  by  the  fcnfelefliiefs  or  worthleflnefs  of  the  nobles  themfelves. 
But  Henry  Taw  plainly  that  if  wealthy  traders  were  not  to  mend  their 
rank  as  w  ell  as  fortune,  no  traders  would  endeavour  to  be  wealthy  ;  for 
who  would  rifk  their  lives  and  (lake  their  all  without  a  hope  of  perma- 
nent advancement !  by  a  ftrange  humour  too,  the  lords  co-operated  in 
calling  up  the  lower  clafs  to  mix  with  theirs :  for  they  were  better 
pleafed,  fay  the  hiftorians,  to  fee  their  lands  drop  to  thefe  new  poflef- 
ibrs ;  men  they  had  never  known,  and  by  whom  of  courfe  they  had 
been  never  offended;  than  they  had  been  to  increafe  the  power  of  a 
fturdy  equal ;  forwarding  by  their  own  mifmanagement  his  already 
envied  fplendour.  But  we  muft  haften  through  this  reign,  and  vindi- 
cate the  king  from  charge  of  avarice.  He  fitted  out  a  fleet  of  difcovery 
under  Sebaftian  Cabot,,  who  found  for  us  the  main  land  of  North 
America,  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  ifland  on  which  was  after- 
wards formed  the  port  and  harbour  called  Cape  Breton:,  and  fpent  as 
much  upon  the  expedition  as  the  firft  venture  of  Columbus  coft  the 
crown  of  Spain  :  in  one  fhip  too  a  man  of  war,  (properly  fo  called)  the 
Great  Harry,  was  expended  no  lefs  than  fourteen  thoufand  pounds ;  and 
this  vefTel  fecms  our  firft  ftep  towards  a  royal  navy  :  till  that  day  our  fo- 

« 

vereigns  had  been  content  to  hire  from  the  merchants  when  they  wanted 
a  fleet  for  defence.  But  if  it  be  allowed  that  on  thefe  occafions  no> 
meannefs  or  parfimonious  detention  of  money  can  be  alledged  againft 
Henry  VII.  it  muft  be  confeflfed  that  his  rapacious  defire  of  holding  faft 
the  fortune  given  by  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella  with  their  daughter  Cathe- 
rine, had,  as  it  deferved,  none  but  tremendous  confequences.  She 
had  been  married  to  young  Arthur,  who  died  in  a  very  few  weeks  after 
celebration  of  their  nuptials;  and  our  king,  unwilling  to  refund  hjer 

dowry. 
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dowry,  pcrfuadcd  Pope  Alexander  to  grant  a  difpenfation  for  her  to  wed 
her  hulband's  brother,  then  juft  twelve  years  old,  the  lady  near  nine- 
teen. The  fame  year  faw  a  lefs  unlucky  connexion  formed  with  Scot- 
land, when  Margaret,  fiftcr  to  thefe  young  princes,  was  given  as  queea 
to  James  the  Fourth.  Our  fovereign  even  then  hoped,  and  projeded, 
arid  even  half  predided  the  union  of  the  two  crowns.  The  event 
fliows  how  well  and  wifely  he  had  reafoned;  and  fome  old  annalifts 
recolledl  upon  this  occafion,  Buchanan  I  believe,  (perhaps  Calvifius) 
how  during  Janies's  reign  a  child  was  born  at  Perth  or  Aberdeen,  with 
two  bodies  united  in  the  middle  ;  which  lived  eight-and-twenty  years, 
learned  languages,  and  mufic ;  but  having  two  wills,  they  were  ac- 
cuftomed  to  diflike  each  other ;  and  quarrel  now  and  then,  notwith^ 
Jianding  the  union.  Henry  now  releafed  from  his  coufm  queen,  to 
whom  he  was  united  much  in  the  fame  manner,  intended  marrying 
again,  and  turned  his  thoughts  on  Margarite  de  Savoye,  Maximilian's 
daughter.  Wolfey,  a  young  clergyman  of  mean  birth,  but  immenfc 
abilities,  pleafed  the  king  fo  in  this  negociation,  which  broke  off  only 
by  the  intended  bridegroom's  death,  that  he  was  left  a  fort  of  ready 
made  favourite  to  the  young  fucceflbr  ;  and  he,  gay,  airy,  haughty, 
and  towering  in  his  pride  of  place,  with  a  dominion  uncontefted  and 
cofFers  apparently  inexhauftible,  thought  more  of  pleafure  than  of  bu- 
finefs  at  beginning  of  his  reign,  and  prepared  for  a  French  invafion 
as  if  it  had  been  a  match  of  martial  fports.  Lewis  the  twelfth,  more 
cool  and  fteady  minded,  rendered  abortive  this  wild  enterprize>  and 
entered  into  a  league  with  Ferdinand  againft  him  This  event  drew 
forth  the  firft  burft  of  that  uncontrollable  violence  and  choleric  temper 
which  marked  our  monarch's  difpofition.  Le  due  de  Longueville 
poured  oil  upon  the  waves,  and  propofed  princefs  Mary,  not  iixteen 
years  old,  as  a  pacifier  to  the  anger  roore  ilowly  excited  in  Louis  XII. 
at  fifty-four,  and  eameft  for  a  fon. 

This  plan  fucceeded;  Mary's  unwilling  hand  was  put  into  his 

withered  oi:\e  ;  but  finding  herfelf  a  widow  in  three  months  tirae^  that 

'       .  lady 
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■lady  felt  the  power  heaven  had  beftowed  on  her  of  fulfilling  an  engage- 
much  more  to  her  taftc,  with  Charles  Brandon^  the  gallant  youth,  af- 
terwards duke  of  Suffolk,  This  dame  feems  to  have  poffeffed  the  fame 
rough  fpirit  of  independence  with  her  brother,  whofe  approbation  (he 
let  at  nought ;  bidding  her  deftined  hufband  keep  his  word,  and  wed  her 
inftantly,  without  regard  to  manners  or  decomm,  or  (he  would  take 
monadic  vows  dircdly,  and  quit  the  world  at  once.  Her  lover,  after 
four  days  coniideration,  (*twas  all  (he  would  allow  him)  braved  the 
ftorm  ;  and  in  defiance  both  of  France  and  England  the  nuptials  were 
folcmnized,  and  the  vcrles  came  in  play : 
« 

Cloth  of  gold  do  not  defpife, 
Tho*  thou  be  joinM  to  cloth  of  frize ; 
Cloth  of  frize  be  not  too  bold, 
Tho*  thou  be  join'd  to  cloth  of  gold. 

Henry  ibon  learned  to  love  and  to  exalt  fuch  firmnefs  and  fuch  gal- 
lantry ;  and  in  his  will  preferred  the  duchefs  of  Suffolk  (fb  (he  was  al- 
ways called)  to  her  eldeft  iifter  the  queen  of  Scots.  French  records, 
however,  fcruple  the  regiftering  this  lady  as  fharing  a  crown  and  title 
fbe  was  fo  hafty  to  be  rid  of.  An  attachment.  (6  repugnant  to  the  old 
ariftocratic  modes  of  life  was  a  freih  proof  that  they  were  lofing  ground. 
It  took  firft  root,  'tis  faid,  at  the  grand  fhows  exhibited  for  the  mar- 
riage  of  Arthur  with  Catharine  of  Arragon,  where  Brandon,  then  a  boy, 
performed  fbme  feat  in  hoiiouV  of  the  princely  baby,  whom  he  called 
his  royal  miftrcfs,  and  who  ever  after  ftyled  him  her  knight  and  icrvant.* 
When  we  rcflcd  on  fuch  occurrences,  ftrange  as  they  are,  they  are 
perhaps  lefs  ftrange,  than  that  the  other  fhows  exhibited  at  the  fame 
time  ihould,  notwithftanding  the  progrcfs  of  fcience,  confift  of  a 
drama  reprefented  hy  ge^ours  and  now  ^r/i  hyjpeaiing  chamA^rs  be*- 
fide,  in  which  were  introduced  as  perfonages  aAing  upon  a  moTeabIc 
ftage,  the  parts  of  God  the  Father  Ahiighty,  St.  Ur/ula,  St.  Catherine, 
Eh{y  M,  an  Angel,  and  Boethins :  for  foch  are  the  wcfl-prcfcrved  dra- 
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matis  peribfue ;  and  added  to  tfacm  old  king  Alpbonfus  of  Leon,  ^n-^ 
ccftor  to  the  bride,  who  reprefontcd  an  aibrologer,  and  told  happy  for* 
tunes  to  the  wedded  pair.     This  ieenis  fo  odd  to  my  own  Rttrojpee^ 
tion,  when  I  refie^  how  Romoo  and  Juliet  was  performed  within  the 
fame  century,  that  I  feel  forced  to  call  Warton,  Upton,  every  icholar*s 
teftimony  round,  to  perfuade  me  of  its  poifibility.     Petrarch,  AnaBx^ 
and  Boccace,  were  in  every  mouth  then :  Marot*s  elegant  hadmage  was 
in  fight  at  leaft  ;  yet  finct  one  of  the  Popes,  John  XXI L  I  think,  in 
132^  did  profefs  himfelffo  pleafed  with  the  accounts  tranfmitted  to 
him  of  our  Che/ler  plays,  that  he  granted  an  indulgence  of  a  thou/and 
days  to  thofe  who  ihould  go  fee  thofc  godly  iports,  as  they  were  called, 
thcfe  good  bilhops  in  the  fixteenth  century,  begged  forty  days  of  par- 
don for  fuch  as  ihould  fee  the  myfteries  with  due  reverence  ;  one  of 
which  rcprefented  our  blefled  Saviour  harrowing  hell,  and  the  man 
who  afted  this  charaAer  had  a  bromc  given  into  his  hand,  whcrcwyth 
to  fwepe  out  devylls.     John  tnglyfli  and  his  companions  plaid  ;i  mo- 
ralite  in  prefcnce  of  the  king  and  queen,  in  hyr  grete  chamber  after 
fupper,  Ays  Leland,  on  the  marriage  of  princefe  Margaret.     He  was 
perhaps  the  firft  manager  of  a  company  in  England  for  theatric  amufe- 
ments :  but  Fox  himfelf  conducted  the  ftrangc  machinery  when  Heniy 
the  eighth,  or  his  brother  Arthur,  married  Catharine  of  Arragon ;  and 
l>y  his  rare  itpuenthtt  the  lady  was  compared  to  Hefperus,  in  good  time! 
and  her  hufband  to  ArAums,  by  that  old  foothfaying  monarch,  who 
told  their  fortunes  on  the  wedding  day.     Bacon  the  wife,  the  learned, 
the  acute,  infomw  us :  "  That  Fox  was  not  only  a  grave  good  001m- 
'**  fcllor  for  war  and  peace,  but  a  brave  mafter  of  ceremonies  and  ihcrwi, 
^*  and  ysrhatfbever  was  fitting  for  fervice  of  a  great  king ;  and  whatfo- 
•^'  ever  toys  he  had  the  compiling  of,  were  nev«  (as  many  other 
"  mockeries)  -wholly  pedanticaL**    Left  we  flKmld  t^nk  things  went 
better  in  Grcrmany,  WfeximiHan  was  amuied  by  Kprrfsme  ihow  fitde  more 
artificial  than  our  pious  ones ;  where  national  chai^der  iectned  ck^ly 
kept  up.    Silenus  coining  drunk  oh  t^  ftage  fupported  across  his  ais ; 
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and  Dlaiia  reproving  him,  he  vindicating  drunkennefa.fo  n^crrily,  fays  hi$ 
4iiftorian,  that  the  emperor  calls  out  his  butlers  to  refreftx  them  with  rhcr 
nifh  wine  in  golden  gotlcts ;  and  Mercury  fpeaking  the  epilogue,  ends  the 
play,  confifting  of  five  ads  comprifed  in  eight  frnall  pages.  But  while 
fcenic  reprefentation  was  at  fo  low  an  ebb,  that  even  our  Henry  VIIL, 
After  his  aceffion,  was  aiBufed  by  a  Ihow  of  Jefus  Chrift  pulling  up  old  fa- 
ther Adam  from  a  trap-door;  his  miniftcrs,  Wolfey,  Fox,  &c.werc  endea- 
vouring to  drag  upJLearning  from  her  dark  abode,  and  clergymen  were 
required  to  know  fbmething  before  they  were  fufFered  to  officiate ;  the 
old  ecclefiaftic  who  would  not  be  taught  the  meaning  of  words  he  had 
long  ufed  in  his  function,  and  who  would  continue  to  fay  mumfjimus 
Domine  inftead  oi  fumj>fimus  was  laughed  at,  not  applauded;  and 
fome  ground  was  daily  gained  to  fcience :  when  our  young  fovereign, 
eameft  to  Ihew  his  improvements  and  to  fpend  his  money,  feized  the 
opportunity  of  an  offered  converfation  with  Francis  L  foon  after  all 
balance  of  power  in  Europe  appeared  as  if  deflroyed  by  the  eleftion  of 
Charles  to  the  empire.  This  indeed  feems  the  earliefl  occafion  of  con- 
fidering  any  balance  neceffary  ;  but  kings  were  growing  jealous  of  each 
other's  power,  and  by  their  mutual  envy  fecured  their  people's  rife  to 
rcfpeftability.  Charles  was  beforehand  with  his  competitors  :  he  made 
'England  a  vifit,  cajoled  the  favourite  Wolley,  and  endeavoured  at  gain- 
ing Henry's  open  heart,  but  could  not  prevent  his  journey  to  the  Con- 
tinent, where  in  the  plains  of  Ardres,  called  le  Champ  d'Or,  from  the 
coflly  divcrfions  difplayed  on  it,  the  year  1520  witnefTed  a  congrefs  her 
twecn  two  youthful  monarchs,  more  intent  upon  amufing  themfelyc3 
and  each  other,  than  upon  the  general  interefb  of  mankind.  Shows^ 
tournaments,  tilts,  exhibited  to  innumerable  ipedators,  flattered  their 
vanity,  and  gave  a  fpei^cle  of  gay  magnificence  imviewed  till  then. 
I  have  fcen  fomcwhere,  at  Windfbr  perhaps^  perhaps  at  Verfeilles,  a 
picture  by  Holbein  of  this  military  rencounter,  giving  a  good  idea  of  its 
general  appearance ;  for  particulars  we  muft  apply  to  Fleuranges,  and 
if  Bodin  and  Bolingbroke  both  think  Plutarch  is  partial  to  his  country- 
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men  in  every  comparifon  between  them  and  the  Romans,  wh'ilc  even 
fchool-boys  perceive  Homer's  pleafure  in  fupprefling  a6ls  of  Trojan 
brayery,   defiring   to   bring  forward  the  Greeks  on  all  occafions ;  one 
cannot  wonder  that  the  French  recitals  give  Francis  the  advantage  in 
every  trial  of  Ikill,  though  they  exalt  king  Henry's  grace  and  valour 
too,  and  confcfs  that  no  cavalier  but  their  own  Grand  Monarquc  had 
any  chance  againft  his  quick  eye  and  admirable  agility.     I  fear  how- 
ever, that  at  the  wreftling  play  our  heavier- bodied   hero  was  tript  up, 
although  himfelf  had  given  his  brother  challenge  to  a  difpute  a  f  Anglais 
as  they  called  it.     Truth  is,  their  generous,  honourable  characters  were 
both  tript  up  by  their  contemporary  Charles,  who  uniting  the  arti- 
fices of  mature  age  with  the  energy  of  youth,  obtained  the  real  prize 
all  meant  to  run  for ;  while  his  two  rivals  were  playing  at  the  ftarting 
poft.     After  the  unfortunate  battle  of  Pavia,  Henry  however  flattered 
and  cajoled  till  then,  declared  with  equal  honour  and  good  fcnfe  in  fa- 
vour of  his  friend  the  king  of  France,  who  never  for  an  inftant  forgot 
the  obligation,  or  thofe  delightful  days  of  youthful  frolick,  when  their 
fo  honeft  intimacy  firft  began. 

This  is  pleafing  ;  becaufe  man,  the  fubjedl  of  hiftory,  appears  often 
grofsly  deformed  in  an  abridgment.  We  who  offer  merely  a  fample  from 
the  mine  of  knowledge,  fliould  be  unfair  indeed  were  w^e  to  give  the  ore 
alone  to  readers ;  but  hafte  fecures  us  all  from  that  temptation  :  no  time 
for  feparating  the  drofs  can  be  afforded,  and  the  worfl  is,  that  tgo 
much  dirt  and  dregs  ftick  to  the  fingers  which  wc  plunge  in  fearch  of 
it.  But  a  new  rill  of  water  is  turned  through,  and  what  remains  of 
this  work  will  exhibit  the  Hate  of  things  after  the  Reformation. 
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CHAP.     V. 
POPES  AND  THE  OTHER  EUROPEAN  PRINCES. 

TO  A.  D.  1550. 

WE  called  the  Reformation  a  rill  of  water  in  the  laft  chapter,  but 
Retrojpe^lon  knows  it  was  a  rill  in  Wickliffc's  time,  gentle 
though  deep,  and  difficult  to  turn ;  yet  giving  few  indications  ©f  its 
chance  to  become  a  torrent :  fb  meek  and  mortified  was  the  charaftcr 
of  him  who  firft  opened  a  fpring,  deftined  to  become  a  river  of  fuch 
magnitude.  Ockham  removed  fome  rough  impediments ;  John  Hufs 
and  Jerom  of  Prague,  laboured  at  the  embankments,  and  were  carried 
away  with  the  ftream  :  Wefclius  tried  to  clear  the  current  but  Humbled, 
and  increafed  the  rubbilh  it  was  to  roll  over.  Zifca  choked  it  with  bleed- 
ing carcafes  ;  nor  till  young  Luther  in  the  year  1503  appeared  at  Erfuth 
a  mailer  of  arts,  deep  fkilled  in  difputatious  theology,  had  the  Romifli 
fee  reafon  to  fear  the  inundation  that  then  fucceeded.  Pope  Alexander  w^as 
a[ive,  whoic  open  profligacy  called  for  correction,  and  excited  difguft. 
His  death  Hill  more  offenfive  than  his  conduft,  frighted  the  flock  from 
the  fold,  and  left  them  at  leifare  to  liftcn  after  another  Ihepherd's  pipe. 
Julius  the  fighting  Pontiff's  character  had  little  chance  to  recall  fuch 
fugitives,  among  whom  candour  is  moft  defirous  of  counting  Erafmus, 
who  begged  from  Rome  a  difpenfation  of  his  vows:  but  hot  zealots  held 
him  at  diftance  from  both  parties ;  chiefly  bccaule  he  wlflied  accommo- 
dation, protefted  that  the  precifc  line  was  difficult  to  draw,  and  that  he 
would  not  feel  martyrdom  in  either  caufe ;  an  opinion  which  made  him 
infinite  enemies  during  thofe  days  of  violence  and  ardour,  although 
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Lcflie,  the  learned  and  pious,  faid  the  fame  thing  in  our  own  century, 
and  I  have  heard  Doftor  S.  Johnfon  quote  his  words  with  rcfpeA  ap- 
proaching to  approbation.  On  thofe  who  preached  peace  however, 
in  the  times  we  are  reviewing,  no  applaufe  was  bcftowed;  and  looking 
back,  it  appears  that  things  vinjl  have  been  juft  as  they  were.  Luther, 
who  fhines  the  luminous  Ipot  of  thofe  times,  was  himfelf  a  warm  ima- 
ginative charafter,  and  rode  his  fancy  in  a  looie  rein.  Walking  out 
with  a  friend  in  the  fields  near  his  univerfity,  a  flafh  of  lightning  killed 
his  companion  at  his  fide,  and  Martin  rufhing  to  the  next  monafter}^ 
begged  leave  to  make  profeffion  of  inftant  retirement,  Tpite  of  the  rc- 
quefts,  commands,  and  tears  of  his  parents,  who,  one  fees  not  why, 
oppofed  this  refolutibn  with  an  eameftnefs  apparently  hereditary  in  the 
family.  Their  fon  fhut  himfelf  up  awhile,  notwithftanding  their  im- 
potent, though  pertinacious  oppofition  ;  and  having  read  the  works  of 
John  Hu/s  during  his  confinement,  a  ftrange  convidion  darted  acrofs 
his  mind,  that  he  was  the  white  fwan  foretold  by  that  extraordinary 
perfon  while  burning  in  the  flames  at  Conftance  :  his  name  and  his 
complexion  foon  reflected  on,  confirmed  the  bold  idea ;  and  hearing 
how  Pope  Leo  had  proclaimed  a  falc  of  indulgencies  for  building  St. 
Peter's  church,  he  fare  enough  began  to  mount,  and  from  the  attack 
made  on  the  grols  abufe  of  thofe  indulgencies,  he  foon  fell  hard  upon 
the  indulgencies  thcmfelves.  The  Pontiff  fent  a  fubtle  favourite, 
Gaetano  by  name,  to  treat  with  this  tremendous  enemy,  or  if  he  foupd 
that  difficult,  to  ileal  him  away  privately,  and  by  fecreting  his  perfon, 
hinder  the  publication  of  his  dodrincs.  This  was  a  projed  pcrfedly 
adapted  to  Leo's  difpofition,  who  hated  a  buftle  about  what  he  took  no 
intereft  in,  except  as  it  afFeded  his  ver}^  cxiftcncc,  and  that  of  a  church 
he  would  perhaps  have  flown  from  in  this  approaching  migration,  had 
not  he  been  held  down  to  it  by  the  tiara.  Luther  meanwhile,  took  mea- 
fures  for  his  perfonal  fafety,  and  difrcgarding  his  own  appeal  from  popes 
lU-mformed  to  popes  well-informed,  fell  upon  the  groundlcfs  pretenfions 
of  the  Romifh  fee  to  any  fuperiority  over  their  Chriftian  brethren ;  and 
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by  that  ftep,  much  more  than  any  offence  to  the  dogma,  got  himfclf 
excommunicated.  Hoftilitics  were  now  begun,  Zuinglius  affifted  the 
work  of  reformation,  and  hoed  away  the  weeds  which  Martin  was  be- 
ginning to  pull.  The  bull  for  anathematizing  thefc  cafuifts  was  burnt . 
in  many  parts  of  Germany,  a  new  phenomenon :  and  though  much 
may  be  attributed  to  religious  fury,  much  political  zeal  certainly  ac- 
companied the  ceremony.  Mankind  had  long  reje<Scd  the  rule  of  ane 
man  over  the  ftate  ;  that  one  man  fhould  not  for  many  years  more  be 
permitted  to  rule  the  church,  appeared  a  Icntence  clearly  written  now 
upon  the  walls  of  the  Vatican,  and  in  large  charaAcrs  too  ;  but  in  a 
language  the  all-accompliflied  fon  of  Lorenzo  de  Medici  could  not  read. 
Things  went  lb  much  to  his  mind  notwithdanding  the  appearance  of 
thcfc  new  and  formidable  foes,  that  he  even  died  of  haftc  to  enjoy 
what  he  believed  one  confequcnce  of  their  raflinels,  his  owrf  ftricl 
union  with  Charles  XII.  the  recovery  of  Parma,  Placehtia,  and  Cre- 
mona from  the  French  king :  but  partial  counfels  ruin  the  integral 
intcreft  of  every  whole.  Leo's  earneftncfs  by  leaguing  with  the  Em- 
peror, to  keep,  as  he  called  them,  the  Gauls  out  of  his  peninfula, 
proved  a  hard  blow  upon  the  general  power  of  papacy,  which  his  fuc- 
ceflbr  Adrian's  honefty,  piety,  and  candour,  fcarcely  wilhed  to  maintain 
in  its  lately  affumcd  fplendour.  He  openly  confefled  that  grofs  crimes 
and  iinful  follies  had  brought  difgrace  upon  the  parent  church,  which 
had  provoked  cenfure  from  man,  he  faid,  and  punifhment  from  God : 
but  inftead  of  reforming  thelc  acknowledged  abufes,  Adrian  fet  about 
reforming  that  individual  of  his  whole  ftate,  who  alone  needed  no 
change,  and  could  admit  of  no  improvement ;  I  mean  himielf.  So 
humble,  fo  decent,  fo  retired  were  the  manners  of  this  pious  Chriftian 
after  elevation,  that  Rome  began  to  complain,  and  dcfpifing  fiach 
condudl,  lamented  aloud  that  their  apoftolic  palace  was  bccotne  a 
haunted  houfe.  The  people  miurmured  too  at  feeing  a  foreign  fbvcrcign 
in  the  chair,  and  hated  to  be  governed  by  the  fbn  of  a  brewer  or 
weaver,  I  forget   which,  at  Utrecht.     They   openly  regretted  their 

Medicean 


CH.  v.] 


EUROPEAN  PRINCES.    TO  A.  D.  1550. 


P» 


Medioean  pope^  and  the  fumptuous  entertalotaaeuts  where  Attic  ele^ 
gance,  not  Spartan  frugality,  prdidcd.  The  poets  not  careffed,  ven- 
tured their  fpleen  in  epigrams^  whofe  ilings  afFeded  not  Adrian :  the 
workmen  unemployed  begged  charity ;  but  though  always  relieved^ 
never  were  contented.  Times  preffed  far  harder  upon  them,  they  iaid, 
than  under  the  pontificate  of  Alexander,  who  encouraged  all  artifi- 
cers, or  that  of  Julius,  whole  foldiers  nerer  waited  for  their  pay  ;  and 
it  had  been  a  maxim  of  the  Borgia  family,  that  what  was  taken  by 
qonfifcation  from  the  great  fhould  be  expended  among  the  little. 

It  was  thus  that  RetroJpeSiion  law  Rome's  pagan  empire  in  its  de- 
cline, detefting  Pcrtinax,  and  maflacring  the  virtuous  Syrian,  young 
Severus,  while  her  jnctropolis,  as  in  the  year  1520,  waa  of  herfclf 
ripening  to  ruin,  and  the  good  fovereigns  were  once  again  kls  wel- 
come to  corrupted  fubjedls  than  the  bad  ones.     Adrian  however,  re-- 
Iblving  to  Igve  as  a  friend  him  whom  he  had  once  ferved  as  a  mafter, 
and  tutored  as  a  boy,  turned  all  his  worldly  thoughts,  and  thofe  were 
few,  on  his  favourite  child  Charles  V,  and  figncd  a  laliing  league  with 
him  and  England,     Then  having,  made  only  one  cardinal,  and  fcnt 
away  all  bis  own  poor  relations  with  each  of  them  one  piece  of  gold 
and  one  new  fuit  of  clothes,  into  their  own  country,  he  ordered  hini- 
fclf  a  phun  tomb ;  and  for  God's  fake,  faid  he,  no  Tercntian  epitaph— 
and  died — never  changing  the  name  of  his  baptilin :  his  honeft  pane- 
gyrift,  Eifccnwort,  however,  added  a  word  or  two  importing  that  piety 
died  with  him.     The  popidacc  rejoiced  when  liicb  a  reign  was  ovor, 
and  the  negleded  wits  wrote  on  the  door  of  his  phyfician  who  killed 
him  by  mifmanagcmcnt — ^Thou  art  the  deliverer  of  thy  country.     It 
is  obfcnrablc  that  this  Pope,  although  himlclf  a  profound  fcholar,  ulcd 
frequently  to  lay.  Cave  i^gracts  ne  fiat  heretkus :  he  knew  what  he  wa* 
faying.  There  were  fchools  of  impiety  in  France  then,  let  up  in  1501, 
maintaining  what  we  now  call  Spinozifm,  firom  a  much  more  modem 
heretic.     They  ufed  Grreck  names  in  thefe  Ichools,  and  faid  God  was 
the  to  m»vp  oc  the  univerle.     Bayle  and  Pope,  and  many  of  our  wits, 
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have  licked  their  lips  after  this  feducing  hercfy — ^this  hafli  of  the  old 
Ariftotclian  philofbphy ;  for  what  clfe  is  it  ?  Infinite  matter  endued 
with  infinite  power  of  cogitation.  When  modern  fceptics  fettle  fome 
creed,  it  commonly  ends  there.  Luther's  fulminations  againfl  Arif- 
totle  were  greatly  excited  by  the  idea  of  this  error  gaining  ground  in 
his  time,  and  Adrian  was  contented  enough  that  he  fliould  go  on : 
but  that  peaceful  Ipirit  departed  from  this  mad  world,  and  Clement 
VIL  fon  to  Giulio  di  Medici,  he  who  was  killed  in  the  Congiurazione 
de*  Pazzi,  fucceeded,  with  every  one's  good  will,  being  firft  coufin  to 
Leo,  if  hlood  alone  fuffices  to  warrant  fiich  an  appellation ; — nor  were 
baflards  now  kept  out  of  the  church  as  formerly :  this  primate's  fuc- 
ceflbr,  Paulo  Farnefe,  did  jeftingly  excufe  himfclf  from  creating  one 
old  acquaintance  cardinal : — *'  becaufe  you  know  now,"  faid  he,  ^*  and 
*^  have  often  owned  to  me,  that  your  parents  were  never  married — 
*'  to  one  another  at  leaft."  '*  Well,  well,  Santita,"  replies  the  droll 
Florentine,  ^'  you  have  raifed  fo  many  affes  to  the  dignity,  you  may  as 
**  well  mount  up  one  mule.*'  Meanwhile,  and  before  his  time,  Eraf- 
mus  travelled  Europe  over  almoft,  and  where  he  found  the  feeds  of 
reformation  fown,  was  careful  not  to  trample  them.  Luther  and 
Zuinglius  went  vigoroufly  forward,  one  with  the  plough  the  other 
with  the  harrow.  Many  wife  men  approved  and  ibme  admired 
at  thofe  wholefome  feverities  with  which  things  long  held  facred 
were  now  deftroyed,  and  at  the  beft  thrown  by — for  ufelefs  incum* 
brances  and  empty  rubbifh.  Frederick,  the  lage  and  difinterefted  Elec- 
tor of  Saxony,  whofe  refufal  of  the  empire,  offered  to  him  when 
Charles  V.  wus  elefted,  proved  his  philolbphy  not  merely  nominal, 
was  of  this  number ;  he  had  eftablifhed  a  univerfity  at  Wittcnburgh, 
where  Martin  (hidied  and  taught,  and  where  the  Auguftine  friars  had 
with  his  connivance  for  fbme  time  now  publicly  adminiftered  the  cup 
to  the  laity.  Refufal  of  this  privilege,  and  celibacy  of  the  clergy, 
feem  to  have  been  the  out-pofts  of  popery,  which  they  themfelvcs, 
h^rd  prcfled,  pretend  not  to  defend  by  fcriptural  authority,     Thefc 
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once  ^vicn  in,  points  ftill  more  eflential,  more  momentoxis,  fell  to 
the  conquerors ;  and  fuch  is  the  value,  llich  the  utility,  and  fuch  the 
lafling  comforts  of  the  conqueft,  that  'tis  painful  to  review  the  wea- 
pons ufed  to  win  it.  Robertfbn's  gentle  fpirit  is  lels  fhocked  at  the 
indecorous  language  of  thefe  early  reformers,  than  one  fliould  expeft, 
when  the  coarfc  raillery  and  rude  infulting  triumph  of  good  fenfe  and 
virtuous  intents  over  Roman  vice  and  Roman  perfidy  come  under  i?^- 
troJpe£llon.  But  as  our  amiable  hiftorian  obferves,  mcafurcs  lefs  harfh 
would  not  perhaps  have  anfwered ;  nor  did  his  contemporary  anta-- 
gonifts  feel  half  as  much  hurt  by  Luther's  cruel  and  bitter  invedives 
againft  papacy,  as  wx  his  ^roitffcd  foUozvers  feel  on  this  very  day,  when 
candour,  the  cold  monitor  of  prefent  times,  has  frozen  us  all  into  one 
fmooth,  but  llippery  and  fuperficial  uniformity,  fhowing  nothing  in  a 
light  wholly  unfavourable,  except  excefTes  confequent  on  zeal  and  fer- 
vour, the  qualities  mofl  oppofite  to  her  own.  One  cannot  indeed  at 
this  diftance  of  time  cafily  difcem  how  it  Ihould  advance  the  cauie  of 
our  meek  religion  to  call  the  pope  in  plain  terms  an  afs,  a  pimp,  a 
thief,  a  raviflier ;  or  to  obferve  how  pleafant  a  fight  it  would  be  to  be^ 
hold  him  and  all  his  cardinals  dangling  from  one  tree  like  the  feals  on 
his  own  bull :  but  we  may  reafonably  admire  the  courage  of  fb  fcarlef$ 
an  opponent  to  the  folly  of  a  whole  world,  which  was  at  this  diflant 
time  willing  to  decorate  Paul  the  third  with  titles  more  like  thofe  of 
a  Perfian  monarch  than  of  a  Chriftian  bifliop — Higheft  lutder  Heaven^ 
God  upon  'Earthy  &c.  from  the  impiety  of  which  we  now  recoil  with 
horror y  as  from  the  indecent  revilings  we  have  juft  read,  our  ears  turn 
away  with  difgufl.  Befides  that  Pic  dc  Mirandola  recommended  the 
oil  of  fcorpions  and  tongues  of  afps  as  powerful  medicine  for  the  plague 
about  the  period  we  are  now  reviewing,  and  lent  it,  as  I  have  fome- 
where  read,  to  Ermolaus,  requefling  him  to  regard  it  as  specific :  on 
fuch  principle  perhaps,  might  our  affiduous  reformer  apply  his  draftic 
remedies  to  that  hot  plethora,  which  tumefied  ecclefiaflick  pride  till  it 
fw.ellcd  up  to  meet  th'  incifion  knife.     This  Zuinglius  delighted  to 
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cany ;  and  with  an  impetuous  fury,  difdaining  controvcrfial  railings, 
fell  upon  fuch  of  the  Swifs  Cantons  as  oppofcd  his  new  opinions  firft 
promulgated  at  Zurich,  where  he  was  curate,  and  begun  breaking  of 
images,  overturning  altars,  &c.  till  meeting  with  armed  force  to  re- 
iift  him,  he  drew  up  his  adherents  and  gave  battle  to  the  Romanifts, 
who  cut  them  all  to  pieces,  their  furious  paftor  fighting  at  their  head. 
The  flame  was  kindled  however,  and  the  fire  went  out  no  more.  On 
tenets  lefs  intrepid  than  thofe  of  this  laft  named  cafuift,  John  Calvin 
afterwards  feems  to  have  formed  his  doflrine,  which  has  fprcad  wider 
than  ftrift  Lutheranifm  ever  ran,  and  cut  far  deeper  too — nearer  the 
facred  roots  of  that  old  tree  whence  Martin  only  lopped  fuperfluous 
branches,  that  drained  all  moifture  from  the  parent  ftem.  But  as 
touched  iron  lifts  a  larger  weight  than  will  the  magnet  from  whofe 
power  'tis  drawn,  Zuinglius  difcovcred  that  the  real  prefence  abided 
not  at  all  in  thofe  chofen  elements  which  he  urged  reprefmted  merely 
our  Saviour's  body  and  blood.  Luther,  left  daring,  wifely  contented 
himfelf  to  be  orthodox  in  the  original  and  long  acknowledged  fenfc  of 
orthodoxy,  holding  firm  for  the  venerated  tenet  rt?;/fubftantialifm,  re- 
jected by  Rome  only  to  give  additional  power  to  her  priefts,  when 
/r^wfubftantiation  was  firft  brought  up  in  the  Lateran  Council  by  In- 
nocent III.  about  the  year  1215.  What  time  the  artlefs  Albigcois 
were  maflacred,  whofe  blood  now  cried  againft  the  fanguinary  city, 
and  was  likely  to  be  feverely  though  tardily  revenged  ;  for  Charles  V. 
himfelf  would  probably  have  liftened,  as  did  Frederick,  to  opinions  {6 
favourable  for  a  depreflion  of  the  papal  power,  but  that  Leo  was  nc- 
ceflfary  to  him,  and  good  Adrian  chanced  to  be  his  natural  and  well 
deferving  friend :  befides  that  Francis  his  accompliftied  rival  was  to 
be  kept  out  of  Italy  at  any  rate.  Truth  is,  that  celebrated  fovereign's 
charadcr  was  almoft  a  complete  contraft  to  the  Emperor's.  His  ill- 
placed  efteem  of  a  mother  fo  vindidive  as  Louife  de  Savoye,  led  him 
into  errors  it  gtew  difficult  to  cure,  and  hindered  him  from  feeing  that 
her  hatred  of  le  Due  dc  Bourbon  was  mere  refcntmcnt  for  negleded 
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love.  That  great  man  meanwhile,  though  conftable  of  France  and 
cloiely  allied  to  the  throne,  afted  on  motives  of  no  larger  fize  than 
were  thofe  of  the  lady.  Francis,  excited  by  her,  had  ufed  him  ill  no 
doubt — in  fome  divifion  of  property ;  his  avarice  like  her  love,  had 
been  difappointcd ;  and  as  fhe  was  vindictive,  fo  was  he  revengeful. 
The  king,  leaving  her  regent  at  home,  while  he  loft  all  but  his  honour, 
as  he  faid,  in  Italy,  was  not  ill-judged.  JLrOuifa  raifed  new  forces  for 
her  fon,  and  writing  pathetic  letters  to  our  Henry,  touched  his  heart 
with  tendernefs,  and  drew  him  from  his  alliance  with  the  Emperor, 
who  fet  his  captive  monarch  free  at  laft,  but  not  till  he  had  promifed 
to  renounce  all  he  poiTeflcd  in  Flanders,  or  in  Italy,  and  marry  (for  la 
reine  Claude  was  already  dead  of  grief)  the  Emperor's  youngeft  fifter, 
Eleanora.  Thcfc  conditions  however,  could  not  all  be  performed,  al- 
though the  Emperor  kept  the  young  dauphin  and  his  brother  as  hof- 
tages :  Burgundy  was  not  alienable  by  the  French  crown,  as  appeared 
upon  inveftigation,  and  if  Charles  could  force  his  priibncr  to  wed  Elea- 
nora, no  perfuaiions  could  make*  him  endure  her.  She  had  been  queen 
of  Portugal  before,  and  Francis  left  her  in  Spain  the  firft  opportunity, 
ranfoming  his  boys,  now  doubly  dear  to  him,  for  two  millions  of 
crowns.  The  holy  league  was  next  fet  on  foot;  Rome,  England, 
France,  againft  the  Emperor,  who  in  concert  with  perfidious  Bour- 
bon, pufhed  his  fuccefs  up  to  the  metropolis,  before  whofe  walls  the 
Conftable  fell  dead ;  and  Clement,  fliutting  himfelf  clofe  in  Caftle  St. 
Angelo,  fubfifted  there  on  a  dead  afs*s  flefti  for  three  whole  weeks, 
rather  than  yield  to  thefe  vile  Moors  and  Lutherans, — fo  he  called 
Charles's  Spanifli  and  German  generals  in  contempt.  To  Alencon, 
the  moft  ferocious  of  them  all,  who  had  made  Francis's  bold  heart 
fink  under  his  feverities,  was  the  haplefs  Pope  delivered  notwithftand- 
ing,  foon  as  the  treacherous  garrifon  gave  up ;  and  although  the  Em- 
peror pretended  concern  for  his  ill  treatment,  and  even  put  on  mourn- 
ing for  a  while,  the  world  faw  plainly  that  'twas  all  a  farce :  when 
hearing  how  Henry  and  Francis  made  a  frefh  league  in  favour  of  the 
Vol.  IL  N  already 
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already  efcaped  pontiff,  he  loudly  demanded  a  general  council,  nwdc 
open  complaint  of  papal  ambition,  injufticc,  &c,  fct  out  a  diet  at  Spires^ 
for  purpofc  of  examining  into  religious  matters,  and  fufFcred  the  di- 
vines who  attended  that  Convocation  to  preach  and  adminiftcr  the  fa- 
craments  according  to  the  mode  prefcribcd  by  Luther,  whofe  viru- 
lence againft  the  See  could  not  be  faid  to  equal  that  of  Auftria,  though 
that  houfe  did  not  like  him  refoLve  to  depart  from  the  ritual.  ^  This 
was  the  firft  diet  held  iincc  that  in  which  heroic  Frederick  of  Saxony 
reje<5led  the  offered  empire,  and  more  furprifmg,  rejefted  a  bribe  of- 
fered him  to  accept  it.  '*  No,  no^**  faid  he,  **  wc  wifti  in  peace  time 
''  for  a  fovereign  fuch  as  myfelf,  who  has  no  power  to  invade  the  li- 
*'  berties  of  Germany  :  but  now  yotmg  Solyman,  a  martial  monarch,. 
'*  is  approaching,  let  us  oppofe  him  with  the  treafures  brought  from 
"  Mexico,  and  keep  thofc  treafures  from  being  expended  to  worfe 
*^  purpofes." 

Such  reafoning  prevailed,  and  the  pupil  of  Adrian,  the  ward  of  Xi- 
"mcnes,  wore  the  imperial  crown ;  his  attachment  to  thofc  incompa- 
rable friends  is  among  the  beft  points  of  his  chara<fter,  and  as  Ariftotle 
was  tutor  to  Alexander,  biographers  are  tempted  to  afcribe  Charles  the 
fifth's  good  quahtics  to  his  preceptors  juflly  enough :  the  bad  ones 
were  his  own.  His  fupcriority  of  fituation  however,  more  perhaps 
than  his  fuperiority  of  talents,  though  they  were  in  a  great  degree  ca- 
pacious and  enlarged,  gave  name  to  that  century  which  Robertfon  un- 
folds with  elegance  as  feldom  found  in  ner^ ous  writing,  as  can  his 
hero's  coolneis  and  true  judgment  be  difcerned  in  other  men  of  fervid 
valour  and  rapid  luccefs.  The  Caftilians,  early  in  that  IbvereignV 
reign,  had  been  difpofed  to  make  enquiries  about  poor  Joanna,  who 
had  in.  truth  the  right  of  fway  in  Spain ;  but  Charles,  not  fo  difpofed 
at  all,  had  heard  betimes,  and  heard  with  ill-diifembled  pleafure  too> 
of  her  deep-rooted  incapacity — for  filial  tendcmefs  was  not  among  his^ 
foibles  hke  his  rival :  and  as  to  the  titulados,  he  foon  fent  them,^  as  Nep- 
.tunc  did  the  winds,  to  boaft  and  blufler  in  their  empty  halL  Some- 
thing 
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thing  like  fbme  aflbciations  too,  had  been  formed ;  but  faithful  Xi- 
nienes  twifted  his  rope,  at  them,  and  vowed  that  if  they  made 'any 
more  murmurings  about  Jeanne  la  Folk,  he  lliould  call  out  u/thna  ra- 
tio regiim  for  their  quicker  convidion,  and  fo  pointed  at  the  artillery. 
The  nobles  indeed  were  lofmg  power  apace  in  Spain,  where  a  new 
hermandad  not  fanta  was  fet  up,  that  teazed  them  into  hourly  con- 
ceffions,  and  when  once  the  importance  of  multitudes  is  difcovcrcd, 
it  will  never  more  be  relinquilhcd :  for  able  as  the  ftatefmcn  were,  and 
keen  as  were  the  wits,  they  faw  not,  what  the  lower  orders  fecmed  as 
if  beginiling  inftindively  to  perceive,  how  in  this  new  plantation,  mo- 
dern monarchs  grew  not  like  the  ancient  agaric,  which,  although 
fpongy,  and  drawing  all  nutrition  to  itfelf,  was  falutary  in  medicine, 
and  capable  of  giving  light  to  the  wand'ring  traveller,  who  recognized 
the  old  majeftic  oak  by  its  ignmrlus.^  Whilft  thefe  princes,  cling- 
ing like  Peziza  to  a  half  dead  flick,  that  quickly  ruins  its  weak  fup- 
porter,  mean  infefts,  nouriflied  by  fuch  a  proccfs,  devour  foon  the 
fwelllng  fungus's  contents,  and  leave  it  at  laft  an  empty  fkin  or  pufF- 
Ihell.f  Charles  V.  was  th^  firft  among  them  who  claimed  the  title 
Maje/iy.  Your  Grace  or  Highncfs  was  as  far  as  any  king  had  called 
himfelf  fmce  Clovis,  whoi;n  his  barons  browbeat  in  the  year  490,  and 
infifted  on  drawing  lots  for  the  vafe  or  cup  he  had  fixed  his  fancy  on. 
But  Charles  hoped  to  enjoy  the  real  Roman  empire,  and  took  up  a 
founding  title  before  hand.  His  brother  princes  fufFered  him  not  to 
enjoy  it  alone :  Henry  and  Francis  liked  as  well  as  he  did  this  appear- 
ance of  fuperiority,  and  their  fubjecfls  made  no  objeftion ;  but  whilft 
they  tried  at  apparent  advancements,  the  Reformation  gained  folid 
footing  in  the  Swifs  Jjlepublic.  Zifca  and  Zuinglius  had  infpired  a 
courageous  fpirit  into  'many  diflrifts  of  what  once  was  Germany,  to 
make  feparation  both  in  civil  and  ecclefiaflical  matters ;  and  Luther, 
'M,ho  Jpoke  daggers  hut  nfed  none,  carried  his  point  at  Hcnfburgh,  Mar- 
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purg,  Augfbourg,  by  ftubborn  and  rcfiftlcfs  arguments.  It  had  been  a 
cuftom  in  the  church  for  fovcrcigns  when  they  had  children  born,  and 
even  perfons  of  inferior  rank,  if  of  great  notoriety,  to  rcqueft  a  corpo- 
rate body  to  (land  godfather.  Thus  Juftcl  boafted  our  univerfit)^  of 
Oxford  as  his  fponfor,  and  the  Grand  Conftable  Montmorency  claimed 
the  city  of  Paris.  Francis  pofleffed  with  this  idea,  thought  it  a  good 
notion  to  coax  the  Svvifs  republick  when  one  of  his  fons  was  confirmed^ 
to  lend  a  new  name  ;  nor  did  they  rcfufe  the  office,  but  infifting  the 
child  fliould  be  called  Shadrach,  Mejhcch  and  Abedncgo,  the  king  drew 
back,  fays  Ancillon,  who  tells  the  ftory ;  and  the  young  prince  died 
foon  after,  fa  that  no  quarrel  or  other  confequcnce  befell. 

A  marriage  between  our  Princefs  Mary  of  England  and  the  due 
d'Orlcans  now  was  talked  of,  becaufe  the  King  of  France  hating 
Eleanora^  refolved  to  keep  feparate  from  her ;  and  when  her  brother 
Charles  V.  remonflrated,  fent  him  a  fort  oi defiance ,  to  which  Henry  of 
England,  one  fees  not  why,,  acceded.  The  Emperor  was  not  of  a 
temper  to  endure  fuch  treatment ;  he  anfwered  our  king  with  ibmc 
degree  of  refpe<ft,  but  bid  the  herald  tell  Francis  he  did  not  behave 
like  a  gentleman.  That  warm-headed  monarch  gave  him  the  lie  di- 
reft ;  a  challenge  followed,  and  a  duel  muft  nccefTarily  have  enfuec^ 
without  the  interpofition  of  two  females.  Marguerite*  de  Savoye,  aunt 
to  the  Emperor,  and  Louifa,  mother  to  the  French.  King,  who  never 
failed  to  follow  her  counfels  while  Ihc  lived  to  beftow  them.  Thefe 
ladies  obliged  the  fovcrcigns  to  fign  the  memorable  treaty  of  Cambray, 
made  under  their  diredion,  A.  D.  1526,  which  ruined  the  republick  of 
Venice,  but  proved  favourable  in  the. end  to  Charles  Y.,  who  infiftcd 
^lat  the  heirs  of  his  old  ally  the  Bourbon  fhould  be  re-inftated  in  their 
father's  rights,  a  fentiment  of  honour  and  gratitude  no  party  could  fail 
to  approve.     Meanwhile  things  were  going  on  as  ill  for.  the  Pope  m 

*  Margaret  of  Aufliia  was  duchefs  dowager  of  Savoy,  and  bad  attrafted  Henry 
the  feventh's  notice  of  England  ;  (he  was  capitulating  though  with  diflike  cnough> 
when  the  intended  bridegroom  died. 
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England  as  upon  the  Continent.  He  had  been  himfclf  when  Glullo 
di  Medici^  appointed  blfliop  of  Worccftcr  in  our  ifland,  w  licrc  he  hati 
indeed  never  refided,  Wolfcy  having  always  afted  for  him,  but  whence 
he  expelled  fomewhat  of  pecjuliar  tendernefs  and  veneration  from  hav- 
ing held  a  diocefe.  Henry's  book  agahift  Luther,  for  that  reafon,  fuothed 
and  confoled  his  anxieties  awhile,  and  the  title  oi Defenjor  Fidei,  which 
the  King  received  in  confequence,  Clement  confidercd  as  fufficient 
compenfation.  A  far  deeper  indulgence  however,  was  required, — 
Catherine  of  Arragon,  fifteen  years  queen  of  England,  or  little  Icfs^ 
was  now  grown  fat  and  unpleafing  ia  her  perfon,  and  what  was  nearer 
ftill  to  his  heart  perhapis,  Ihc  had  brought  her  hufband  no  fon.  Of 
fuch  a  wife  feven  years  older  than  himfelf,  and  to  whom  he  was 
wedded  in  his  childhood,  many  a  man  has  been  weary  who  loudly 
and  juftly  condemns  Harry  the  eighth ;  and  Harry  the  eighth  was  the 
more  weary,  becaufe  he  had  fet  his  afFcftiorts  oa  her  maid,  the  ac- 
compliftied  Anna  Boleya.  A  thoufand  circumftances  combined  to- 
part  them :  it  was  a  moment  in  which  the  PoutifF,  humbled  by 
Charles  V.  was  likely  eaough  to  graat  a  difpenfatioa  agaiaft  that 
Emperor's  auat,  and  many  a  difpenfation  had  beea  granted  by  Rome 
with  fewer  reafons  for  fcruple^  and  fewer  excitements  to  revenge  ;  our 
quondam  Bifhop  had  given  hopes  that  the  divorce  might  be  obtained 
while  he  himielf  was  prifoner  to  the  Queen's  nephew;  but  eafe  will 
recant  vows  made  in  pain  as  violent  or  void  ;  and  when  the  Pope  had 
once  obtained  bis  liberty  and  felt  himfelf  fixed  in  his  chair  again,  he 
found  his  own  fcruples  to  the  difpenfation  as  powerful  as  Henry's 
fcruples  againfl:  cohabitation  any  longer  with  a  princefs  who  had  been 
openly  married  to  his  elder  brother  fbme  tw  enty  years  before.  The 
queen,  old  Catherine  however,  had  no  fcruples ;  Ihe  felt  little  uncli- 
nation  to  relinquifli  her  throne  and  hufband  to  her  woman,  exchange 
her  flate  and  dignity  for  private  life,  and  baflardize  her  only  child,  folc 
heir  to  England^s  crown.  Although  widow  to  young  Arthur,  fhe 
folemnly  proteflcd  fhe  had  been  wife  only  to  Henry,  fhe  therefore  in^ 
terefled  her  fifler  Joanna's  fon  flrongly  in  her  favour,  and  Charles 
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was  a  powerful  intcrceflbr ;  had  not  an  amorous  pafTion  prompted 
the  uncontrollable  temper  of  Henry  to  overleap  all  bounds ;  and  by 
marrying  a  Lutheran  lady,  conneA  that  Emperor  ftill  more  ftrongly 
with  the  Pontiff,  who  Icfs  attached  even  to  Rome  than  to  his  dear 
and  native  Florence,  forgot  the  offences  offered  to  his  pcrfon,  and 
purchafed,  by  difobliging  England,  a  temporary  protection  for  the 
Medicean  houfc,  againft  whofe  long  ufurpation,  if  fuch  it  may  be  called, 
the  Tufcans  were  beginning  to  rebel.  Thus  did  each  fccret  operation 
of  each  bufy  mind  concernejd  in  thefe  tranfaftions,  tend  towards  for- 
warding the  work  of  reformation.  It  was  exceedingly  wanted.  Don  * 
Jorge  di  Atheca,  chaplain  to  Catherine  of  Arragon,  was  made  bilhop 
of  Llandaff,  and  refidcd,  bnt  the  people  complained  that  he  undcr- 
llood  neither  Englifh  nor  VVclfh :  he  was  a  Dominican.  John  Bird 
of  Bangor  was  a  Carmelite,  to  him  I  think  fucceeded  Arthur  Bulkelcy 
doAor  of  laws,  who  as  the  old  books  tell,  Jpoyled  the  bt/liopnque  : 
and  even  fold  the  five  bells  from  the  cathedral.  The  people  cried  ahd 
clamoured :  Nay,  quoth  he,  I  will  cvcnjee  them  fhipt  away  for  fale : 
he  did  fo,  fays  Godwin,  and  fome  fand  blowing  into  his  eyes  with  the 
wind,  brought  on  an  inflammation,  and  his  fight  was  loft  for  ever. 

We  were  unlucky  about  that  time  in  Wales,  and  ladly  treated  by 
our  fpiritual  lords.  Parfcw,  a  man  from  Bermondfcy,  late  Barnaby- 
ftreet,  Southwark,  was  bifhop  of  St.  Afaph,  and  fo  proud,  fo'oftenta- 
tious  and  opprcffive  was  his  conduit:,  that  nothing  fufficed  the  ex- 
pcnces  of  his  table,  and  he  leafed  out  the  lands  on  bifhop's  leafc,  a  not 
uncommon  tenure  now,  but  I  believe  he  fet  the  firft  example.  Abufcs 
which  ferved  to  bring  forward  our  prefent  happy  eftablifhment  how - 
ever,  iliould  be  but  little  lamented,  many  of  the  King's  crimes  and 
many  of  his  follies  have  been  I  hope  atoned  by  his  pcrmiflion  of  the 
Bible,  printed  in  vulgar  tongue.  *     Our  Lord's  word  known  to  all,  his 

*  It  was  the  way  then  for  prelates  to  prefent  the  fovcrcign  with  a  new  ycar's^gift. 
I^ugh  l^timcr,  bilhop  of  Worccflcr,  gave  Henry  a  New '^I  eftament,  beautifully  il- 
luminated and  wrapt  in  a  cuiious  cover,  and  with  thefe  dangerous  words  embroidered 
i)n  it :  Fornicators  ct  AJultcros  judicabh  Domlnus.  Yet  he  lived  to  be  burned  by 
Mary, 
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blood  bcftowcd  on  all,  were  fuch  advantages,  that  though  one  wiflies 
they  had  been  procured  to  us  by  better  means,  and  that  the  will  to 
grant  them  bad  been  born  of  motives  much  more  purified  than  his 
were ;  yet  let  us  thankfully  rejoice  in  our  poffeffion  of  what  his  care 
has  purchafed  for  us,  Ypite  of  his  favourite  Wolfey,  the  grand  obftacle. 
He  was  however  pufhed  afide  by  paffion,  after  having  enjoyed  a  Con- 
fidence few  minifters  were  ever  honoured  with,  a  degree  of  opulence 
and  fplendour  which  half  frighted  the  beholders,  and  *twas  not  eafy 
to  amaze  England  in  thofc  days  with  ecclciiaftical  pomp.  Weft, 
bifhop  of  Ely,  kept  a  hundred  menial  fervants  in  livery,  and  Ruthal  of 
Durham,  predeceflbr  to  the  Cardinal,  died  of  grief,  becauie  when 
the  King  fent  for  a  book  that  he  had  care  of,  he  by  miftake  fent  his 
Majefty  another  manufcript  bound  like  it,  with  inventories  of  his  own 
plate,  jewels,  lands,  &c.  to  an  immenfe  amoun^.  It  grew  indeed 
fomewhat  dangerous  here  as  in  Turkey  to  be  too  rich,  while  governed 
by  fuch  a  fovereign,  whom  neverthelcfs  Wolfey  prefuftiing  on  certainty 
of  favour,  pbftponed  to  himielf  'tis  faid,  in  a  letter  to  one  of  his  con- 
temporary pontiffs,  Valefius  obferves  Ibmewhere  if  the  Popes  put 
their  names  firft  before  the  kings,  it  will  grve  courage  to  a  cardinal 
perhaps,  and  he  may  do  fb,  and  being  certainly  fome  king's  fubjeft, 
an  infblence  of  that  kind  cannot  be  pardoned  :  'twas  Wolfey 's  fate  to 
verify  that  idea.  Anne  Boleyn  fbon  displaced  the  counfellor  who  re- 
commended a  French  princefs  to  her  matter's  bed,  and  Catherine 
hated  the  courtier,  who  only  hurried  on  her  divorce  to  promote  nup- 
tials of  his  own  contriving.  Wolfey  fell,  having  like  other  favourites 
once  pofleffed  the  arts  of  infinuation,  and  having  like  them,  left  thole 
arts  off  too  fbon :  yet  though  his  profufion  fomctimes  was  fuffered  to 
cxhauft  the  hoards  of  avarice,  and  his  vanity  to  poifon  the  gratifications 
prepared  for  his  pride,  he  lived  like  a  great  man  after  all,  and  died  like 
a  good  one,  as  my  countryman  Griffith  fays  of  him  in  Shakipeare.  He 
loved  his  king,  who  as  it  (hould  feem,  though  all  men  feared,  none 
hated ;  and  the  true  grandfon  of  Edward  the  fourth  fiiffered  neither 

favour 
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favour  nor  friendlhip,  neither  politics  nor  dread  to  flop  the  tide  of  im- 
pulfe :  he  feized  the  Cardinal's  efFeds  at  once,  and  confiicating  his 
benefices,  &c.  took  the  firft  tafte  of  that  church-plunder,  with  which 
he  now  oppofed  an  Emperor,  poflefled  as  unjuftly  of  the  mines  of 
Mexico.  Perpetual  converfe  upon  theological  queftions  fharpened  his 
wit  to  find  rcafons  for  what  flattered  his  intereft  and  appetites  ;  Anne 
Boleyn  s  charms  quickened  each  argument  againft  papal  power,  and 
when  the  grand  proteftation  was  made  upon  the  Continent,  our  King 
found  himfelf  a  Proteftant  indeed,  but  in  no  fenfe  a  Lutheran  :  fupre- 
macy  over  his  own  ecclefiafticks  was  the  tenet  which  beft  fuited  fuch  a 
difputant,  and  he  exercifed  it  without  cdnfideration  and  without  con- 
troul.  His  parliaments  though  not  now  as  they  had  been,  mere  no- 
minal aflemblies,  oppofed  not  his  will  in  thefe  matters,  Some  incli- 
nation to  demur  was  felt  indeed  towards  granting  oifuppUes,  the  point 
ftill  neareft  an  Engliih  heart,  but  Harry  called  Sir  Edward  Mon- 
tagu before  him,  and  laying  his  broad  hand  upon  his  head,  cried,  Hoh, 
man  !  will  they  not  fuffer  my  bill  to  pafs,  fay  you  ?  Get  my  bufinefs 
done  to  morrow — rnark  me  :  or  thtSy  fhaking  him  as  he  knelt,  fliall  an- 
fwer  it.  Such  admonitions  had  their  due  effeft,  yet  did  not  a  cen- 
tury pafs,  before  the  itngs  head  of  the  fame  country  JItook  and  fell^ 
under  the  ftill  rougher  gripe  of  a  Houfc  of  Commons.  Meantime 
his  Majefly  and  his  people  were  wholly  of  a  mind  in  driving  out  the 
intermediate  })owcr  of  the  clergy,  and  keeping  within  our  own  ifland 
thofe  fums  which  ufed  annually  to  find  their  way  to  Rome,  where 
Anne  Boleyn's  father  carried  the  laft  mefifage  from  England,  and  re- 
fufcd  to  kifs  the  flipper.  He  was  encouraged  in  his  refufal.  And 
now,  after  a  variety  of  contefl:s  and  convocations  where  many  lay- 
men, and  not  a  few  of  princely  rank,  difplayed  a  profundity  of  learn- 
ing that  would  be  deemed  pedantic  even  in  profeffbrs  of  our  day,  it 
wa^  in  the  year  1530  agreed,  that  a  fet  of  articles  fliould  be  drawn 
up,  exprefling  and  particularizing  the  jufl:  caufes  of  feparation  in  what 
the  Lutherans  called  ConfeJJio  Augii/ianay  from  the  toyra  where  all  met 

together 
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together  under  the  Emperor's  fanftion.  Thcfc  articles  were  com- 
mitted to  the  lenient  hand  of  femi-celeftial  Melancthon  for  corrccllon. 
as  all  the  ProteJhntSy  and  moft  of  the  Papifts  were  willing  to  fubmit 
to  his  decifkm,  whofc  character  for  every  virtue,  every  excellence.  Hood 
fo  high  among  the  difputants,  that  neither  envy  of  friends  (as  they 
arcealled)  or  malice  of  foes,  could  ever  find  a  flaw  in  it.  A  German 
prince  eminent  for  his  own  abilities,  had  fent  for  him  when  but  four- 
teen years  of  age,  to  inftruA  his  fon  in  the  Greek  language,  and  at 
feventeen  he  gave  public  lc6hircs  in  the  univerfity.  Camerarius's  life 
of  his  accbmplifhed  countryman,  may  not  perhaps  be  free  from  par- 
tiality, but  even  the  rigid  Romanics  confeis  that  to  an  erudition  deep 
and  ilrong,  this  incomparable  creature  added  true  Chriftian  meeknefs 
and  unbounded  charity;  a  diffidence  of  his  own  judgment  and  an  un*- 
a^eded  humbleneis  of  heart,  rarely  to  be  obferved  in  any  man ;  much 
le6  iit  one  fo  highly  exalted  above  his  fellows,  that  Francis  the  firft 
wrote  to  him  with  his  own  hand,  requefting  his  conference  with  the 
Sorbonlfts,  conoerning  the  difputes  which  in  thofe  days  agitated  all 
£ur(^.  Henry  of  England  iblicited  his  company  and  inftruiiiany  but 
Fxtderick  the  wife  eledor  of  Saxony,  iead  he  would '  net  truft  the 
jewel  of  the  World  in  either  country,  left  harm  fhould  happen  to  a  form 
fe  fri^ile«  jBGr  voice  calmed  the  raging  difputants  at  Speyer,  his  pea 
pacified .  thofe  of  Ratiibon :  his  tears  fell  when  Francowitz,  better 
known*  t^  the  name  of  Flaccus  iUyricus,  widened  that  breach  among 
contend&iig  Chriftians,  wls>ich  'twas  Mclancthon's  ftudy  ftill  to  clofe« 
When  living  he  afforded  men  an  example  of  piety,  peacefulnefs  and 
tri^otir ;  w^icn  teaching,  he  exhorted  his  hearers  rather  to  the  pra<9tice 
than  wiveftigation  of  religion,  and  when  his  mother  confulted  him  as  to 
Ibr  belief:  '*  Be  happy,  deareft  parent,"  he  replied,  "  in  your  own  igno* 
^*  ranee  of  all  thefe  arguments;  fcrve  God  as  you  are  ufcd  to  do,  and  feed 
^*  higpoor,  and  leave  your  feith  as  you  found  it.  It  is  enough  that  your 
**  \ch  fortunate  Philip  (hould  be  thus  fhmned  with  babble  which  doci; 
^  but  binder  him  fsom  working  ^««  his  own  ialvation."  Thefc  are 
Vol.  II.  O  the 
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the  charailcrs  which,  like  a  verdant  meadow  in  the  torrid  xone,  rcfrclh 
the  eye  of  fainting  ReirofpcCiion,  which  looks  on  Henry's  tyrannies 
w  ith  pain,  cfpccially  when  exercifcd  on  More  and  Filhcr,  deterniined 
Romanifts  but  faithful  and  valuable  fubjeds.  The  lafl;  of  thcfc  was 
thrown  into  a  dungeon  with  more  than  barbarous  cruelty,  ftript 
even  of  his  clothes,  half  killed  by  loathibme  vapours,  and  when  there 
created  cardinal  by  the  high-fpirited  Pope  Clement  the  feventh,  be* 
headed  (of  courfe)  in  confequcnce  of  that  ftep  by  his  King,  1635. 
Sir  Thomas,  who  had  long  carried  the  great  fcal  with  honour  and  in* 
tegrity,  threw  it  up  now,  refufmg  to  fandion  ads  he  could  not  ap* 
prove.  Firft  among  wits,  he  kept  his  Tweet  facetious  humour  to  the 
laft,  but  hating  the  innovations  he  obfervcd,  and  detefting  the  mo- 
tives which  produced  them,  he  prepared  for  his  fate,  and  died  a  martyr 
to  the  Pope's  fupremacy  :  which  no  perfuafions  could  itiake  him  relax 
from,  no  threats  oblige  him  to  deny.  Bold  and  decided  in  his  own 
opinions,  he  figned  them  chcarfully  in  his  own  blood,  and  carried  to 
the  fcafFold  that  confcioufhcfs  of  innocence  which  alone  could  hfivc 
enabled  him  to  jeft  upon  it.  While  his  fierce  fovcrcign  tore  this 
precious  lif<r  away  by  public  execution,  he  meditated  that  of  his  (to^ 
Yrards  him)  guiltlefs  confort;  whofe  ufurpation  of  a  feat  Ihc  had  rw> 
claim  to,  feems  to  have  been  her  only  fault,  and  tkaS  (he  expiated 
•with  willing  fortitude,  having  obicrved  it  punifhed  by  imitation  in  one 
of  the  ladies  of  her  covu*t,  Jane  Seymour,  fomc  time  before  flie  was 
removed  to  make  way  for  this  third  marriage  of  her  hafty  and  unfeel- 
ing king.  A  fon  foon  followed  thefe  unhallowed  nuptials,  purchafed 
indeed  by  the  young  Queen's  death>  an  event  Henry  difregardcd,  and 
loudly  cried.  Save  me  the  boy,  I  can  have  wives  enow.  He  had  beft 
reafon  to  (ay  lb,  when  Jane  accepted  his  hand,  reeking  as  we  may  eaM 
it  with  Anne  Boleyn's  blood,  the  very  morning  after  her  once  loved 
form  wa3  flung  neglefted  into  an  arrow  cheft.  Anne  of  Qeves,  his 
next  choice,  pleaied  him  not  on  trial,  and  his  capricious  diflike  of  her 
ccnewcd  the  difFcrcuccs  between  him  and  Chadcs^  but  that  qaisfortunc 

he 
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he  counted  little  on,  and  flic  the  happicft  far  of  all  his  wives,  accepted 
three  thonfand  pounds  a-year  from  him,  lived  in  good  friendfliip  witli 
•her  fucceflbrs,   and  was  always  treated  by  the  king  as  a  fifter ;  while 
the  usilticky  objeds  of  what  bis  Majefty  called  love^  followed  one  an- 
other fall  to  the  (hades  below.     It  was  now  Catherine  Howard's  turn 
to  attracl  his  eye;  as  it  fcems  flic  had  attrafted  many :   and  my  compe- 
titors, the  little  table  books,*  who  give  commonly  the  truefl:  account  of 
fuch  matters,  put  her  down  for  the  firfl:  female  who  ever  ufcd  pirn  in 
England.     Be  this  as  it  may,  the  publick  executioner  had  it  foon  in 
charge  to  unpin  beauteous  Catherine  for  the  block  ;  thefe  whims  though 
fatal  to  ambitious  folly,   were  not,   however,  fb  inflipportable  as  the 
outrageous  cruelties  committed  in  this  reign,  under  pretence  of  reli- 
gion.    Three  helplefs  anabaptiflis,  men ;  and  a  woman  of  the  fame 
perfuafion,  were  burned  at  Smithfield,  becaufe  they  had  faid  that  faith 
and  repentance  could  not  be  predicated  of  infants,  let  the  kingy^  how 
he' will.     This  was  herefy ;  and  our  new  head  of  the  church  law  them 
confumed.     Lambart,   a  poor  fchoolmafter,   provoked  his  death  by 
dcfiring  to  diipute  with  the  king  concerning  the  real  prelencc  in  the 
iacrament,   unlike  the  man  who  refufed  to  contend  in  philofbphy 
againfl:  Adrian,  A.  D.  180>  becaufe  the  emperor  had  ten  legions  he 
feid,   to  oppofc  to  his  ten  arguments.     Henry  had  the  odd  vanity  to 
accept  this  challenge,  and  the  inhumanity,  after  confuting  his  antago- 
nifl:^  to  bum  him :  the  fchoolmafter,  one  of  whofe  favourite  tenets  wa3 
rejeftion  of  faints'  mediation,  cried  out  from  the  flames  :    '^  None  but 
"  Chrift,   none  but  Chrift,"  and  expiring,  bore  teftimony  to  his  true 
faith  in  our  common  Redeemer,   whofe  blell  injundions  to  love  one 

♦  Thofe  fame  repofitories  of  kiiowleclge  tell  how  damalk  and  provcnce  rofes  were 
unknown  till  this  reign,  which  likewife  faw  many  fruits  imported  wholly  new  to  us; 
apricots  among  the  refl.  This  may  be  fo ;  England  had  reafon  to  remember  rofes 
however,  fince  the  days  of  Henry  VI. ;  and  that  fatal  walk  taken  in  the  Temple 
garden.  It  mig/it  indeed  be  from  a  hedge  they  plucked  the  rival  flowers,  but  as  the 
place  was  a  garden,  'tis  not  probable. 

O  2  another 
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another  were  never  worfd  obeyed  than  now.  The  brutality  of  this  poor 
creature's  punifhment,  who  appears  to  have  been  what  wc  now  call  a 
calvinift ;  the  tortures  of  Anne  Aikcw,  a  learned  and  ileady  lutheran,  who 
was  racked  till  they  were  forced  to  carry  her  diflocated  body  in  a  chair 
to  the  ftake>  and  the  decapitation  of  More  and  Fiiher^  Romanifts,  mark 
the  ianguinary  temper  of  our  ferocious  fovcreign,  and  {lain  hischarndler 
with  indelible  marks  of  impious  rage,  ill  covered  by  religious  2cal  for 
creeds  of  his  own  compoiing ;  while  the  inconilant  appetites  to  which 
fo  many  unhappy  women  were  expofed,  betray  a  depravity  of  morals 
well  worthy  his  wavering  notions  of  religion.  Wc  muft  not  however 
forget,  that  fuch  difputations  between  king  and  iubjedte  were  by  no 
nAeans  new  in  the  world.  Alexis  Comnenus  contended  whole  days 
with  the  Manicheans  at  Phillipopolis,  in  the  eleventh  or  twelfth  cen- 
tury, and  condemned  his  fuccefslefs  antagonift  to  dreadful  puniib^ 
ments,  though  not  to  aAual  and  immediate  death.  But  we  return 
to  England,  wherer  though  the  inftrumcnts  were  faul^  the  great  work 
went  on ;  the  door  of  Chriftian  knowledge  now  was  opened,  no  more 
could  people  plead  ignorance  with  regard  to  faith  or  duties,  their  in- 
veiligation  was  cloie,  and  truth  gradually  riiing  from  the  mifh  of 
error,  fprung  upward  to  falute  the  iim  of  general  illumination,  while 
thofe  who  firft  had  helped  to  dig  her  out>  floundered  themfelves  in  the 
fog  of  contending  vapours.  After  his  iixth  marriage  with  Catherine 
Parr,  Henry's  keen  appetite  for  argument  feemed  only  equalled  by  that 
thiril  of  blood  which  left  him  but  with  life,  and  that  extin^  in  154/^ 
favcd  the  duke  of  Norfolk  from  an  execution  undefcrved.  The  fubtle 
Queen  finding  her  name  on  the  dead  lift  by  accident,  turned  the  full 
tide  of  rage  Ihe  could  not  flop,  and  let  it  fpend  itlclf  on  her  pur- 
fucrs.  She  outhved  lier  tyrant  and  married  again,  having  but  little 
aflfedion  for  his  memory  Francis  the  firll  of  France,  deeply  affefted 
by  his  brother's  death,  io  he  had  always  ftyled  Henry  the  eighth,  faid 
he  fladuld  not  furvive  long,  in  effeft  he  died  in  three  months  after* 
'Twas  fiippofed  indeed,  the  vifit  artful  Charles  had  paid  this  prince, 
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dazded  him  firft  of  all,  and  thcor  cajoled,  but  in  the  end  pr«yed  on  his 
health,  and  laftly  broke  his  heart ;  when  he  perceived,  though  late,  the 
trick  put  on  him,  by  which  he  was  obliged  to  rcftore,  however  reluc- 
tantly, the  Milanefe  for  ever. 

Another  fovereign,  the  Famefe  Pope,  who  fuccecded  Clement  VIL 
died  not  long  after  thefe,  of  grief  and  difitppointment.  He  had  ex- 
communicated Henry  without  efFe<9k ;  he  had  tried  to  eilablifii  the 
inquifition  at  Naples  with  very  ill  efFe<fl ;  he  made  a  league  with  the 
Venetians  againft  Turkifh  power,  which  proved  abortive  in  a  Ihort 
time  ;  and  tried  to  get  a  truce  kept  ten  years  between  the  Emperor  and 
the  King  of  France,  which  was  broken  in  ten  months :  but  neither  the 
rapid  advances  made  by  Solyman  the  Magnificent,  nor  the  fteady  firm- 
nefs  and  folidity  gained  by  the  Reformation  would  have  killed  him,  had 
not  each  foreign  arrow  been  poifoned  by  domcftic  diftrefs,  each  Ihaft 
winged  by  his  grandfon  CKftavio,  whofe  father,  Paul's  legitimate  fbn 
bom  in  wedlock  before  he  took  holy  orders,  died  at  Placentia  by  affair 
lination.  That  town  loft,  that  fon  killed>  and  thofe  hopes  of  comfort 
which  yet  remained,  being  deftroyed  by  Oftavio,  *twas  time  to  ^md  a 
life  no  longer  of  ufe  to  the  Romifh  fee,  and  it  did  end.  He  had  fecn 
Charles  the  fifth  preicribing  the  mode  of  German  worfliip  as  Henry 
had  done  that  of  England,  by  an  interim  during  which  the  Emperor 
aded  completely  as  head  of  his  ov^m  church ;  and  had  not  his  apparent 
indifference  to  every  thing  in  religion,  except  what  related  to  politicks, 
Uft  the  people  in  a  ftate  of  what  we  now  call  toleration,  but  what  no 
people  had  then  any  tafte  of;  the  Reformation  in  Europe  would  have 
been  nearly  complete.  But  Rome  was  mortified,  and  Paul  the  third 
was  broken-hearted  by  the  affli^ons  which  hindered  his  enjoyment  of 
that  fine  palace  which  he  built  from  the  niins  of  the  ancient  Coloireo> 
and  was  finiihed  by  the  hand  of  Michael  Angelo.  One  folid,  one  only 
comfort  foothed  this  fad,  though  fplendid  pontificate ;  and  that  was  re- 
ceived firom  Ignatius  Loyola,  who  when  a  boy  had  been  court-page  to 
Ferdinand  of  Arragon,  and  a  diftinguifhed  officer  at  Pampeluna,  where 
he  broke  his  thigh,  and  while  the  paia  obliged  him  to  keep  home» 

having 
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having  accidentally  catchcd  up  a  book  containing  the  lives  of  the  faints 
for  his  amufcmcnt,  determined  on  embracing  a  holy  life,  yet  without 
renouncing  a  world  in  which  he  meant  to  be  ufeful.  In  the  true  fpirit 
of  a  knighted  and  Chriftian  warrior,  he  refolved  Jto  dedicate  himfelf  and 
fixty  friends  to  the  fupport  of  finking,  if  not  expiring  papacy,  and  infti- 
tuted  the  well-known  company  of  Jefus^  requefting  his  Holinefs  to  ap- 
pear as  vifible  head  of  an  order  entirely  devoted  to  his  fupreme  com- 
mand. Paul  felt  the  utility  of  fuch  auxiliaries,  refufed  to  confine  their 
number,  and  after  admiring  at  the  refolution  of  St.  Ignatius,  difmiifcd 
him  writh  fincereft  bleflings.  When  fome  exprefifed  their  furprife  at 
his  converfion,  Famele,  who  knew  not  even  books,  in  which  he  was 
eminently  Ikilled,  better  than  he  knew  the  world,  gave  them  this 
reply  :  **  The  votaries  of  pleafure  often  make  good  faints ;  the  votaries 
"  of  bufinefs  feldom.^'  This  is  confonant  to  common  fenfe,  for  the 
gay  man,  as  he  is  called,  condemns  himfelf  even  when  his  paffions  run 
away  with  him ;  but  the  grave  follower  of  avarice  or  ambition  applauds 
himfelf,  and  rcfpedls  his  Qwn  ideas  of  dignity  and  frugal  habits.  It 
was  of  fome  fuch  finner  that  Loyola's  diflinguiflied  countryman,  Se- 
neca the  rhetorician,  faid  {o  many  years  before : 

Propria  vitia  non  ignoravit,  fed  amavit. 

With  the  demife  of  this  fbvereign  and  his  two  contemporaries  wc 
will  dole  this  chapter.  Paul  the  third's  ftatcly  monument  my  own 
retroJpe5ilve  eye  has  often  (een  at  Rome :  Henry  lies  buried  in  his 
father's  chapel ;  and  Francis  was  dug  up  not  many  years  ago  at  St. 
Denys,  to  ftrip  his  fepulchre  of  (bme  rich  ornaments ;  his  favourite 
faithful  wife  la  belle  Claude  lay  by  his  fide  ;  his  heart  was  interred  fe- 
parate  in  la  chapelle  d' Orleans  of  the  Celeftin's  convent,  with  this  epi- 
taph by  St.  Gelais,  which  Pere  Bouhours  preferved  in  his  Manure  de 
hien  Penfer : 

Que  tient  enclos  ce  marbre  que  je  voi  ? 

C'eft  le  grand  Fran9ois,  incomparable  Roi. 

Comme  eut  un  tel  prince  fi  court  monument  ? 

De  lui  il  n'y  a  ici  que  le  coeur  feulement. 

Done  ici  n'eft  pas  tout  ce  grand  vainqueur, 

II  y  eft  tout— car  il  ctait  tout  coeur. 
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But  of  left  mortal  memory  by  far  than  popes  or  kings,  died  near  the 
fame  time  their  great  opponent  Luther.  Intrepid  to  perform  what 
his  vaft  mind  propofcd,  he  lived  till  all  fear  was  baniflied  from  his  fol- 
lowers, and  left  his  praecurfor  Erafmus,  to  fee  the  regular  troops  of 
papacy  harafled  by  his  own  flying  ftrokes  of  wit,  till  by  bold  Martin's 
horfc  they  were  trampled  if  not  killed,  and  nearly  deprived  of  power 
to  do  much  nwre  harm  for  the  future.  Had  he  been  able  to  inipire 
mankind  with  his  well-mingled  taftc  of  follies  and  fcom  of  fools,  re- 
formation would  have  been  ftopt  perhaps  when  Luther  died.  The 
weeds  would  have  been  deftroycd,  and  the  feiir  field,  unpoached  by 
coarfer  tread,  would  have  preferved  its  greennefs  to  this  hour. 
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PROGRESS  OF  SCIENCE,  PROGRESS  OF   DISCOVERY,   AND 

TITRKISH  EMPIRE  REVIEWED. 

PROM    1550   TO    iGOO. 

IF  when  immerlcd  in  the  dun  night  of  Gothick  barbarifm  our  readers 
followed  while  we  groped  along»  watching  for  traniient  gleams  of 
trembling  day,  foon  fnatched  from  us  by  fogs  which  hourly  menaced 
even  a  permanent  obfcurity  ;  if  though  our  retroJpeSlhe  glafs  lefe  fixed 
than  flickering  over  each  unfteady  objed,  lent  a  light  on  which,  in 
worft  of  times,  they  willingly  beftowcd  a  rcfolute  attention ;  'twere  to 
be  hoped  the  remnant  of  our  view  more  near,  more  eafy  to  difcem, 
more  luminous,  would  want  for  no  attraiftions  to  continue  the  flight 
revifal  that  we  undertook  ;  but  every  journey  in  its  every  fl:age,  finds 
obftacles  unforefeen.     A  glare  of  colours  now,  a  crowd  of  obje  As  per- 
plex our  choice,  and  dazzle  the  admiring  eyes  of  eager  Retrojpe^tion. 
Dark  with  exccfs  of  light  that  period  iecms,  which  boafls  like  this  a 
galaxy  of  charaAers,  and  leaves  us  hefltatingly  between  Charles  V. 
and  Henry  IV.,  Elizabeth  of  England  and  Solyman  the  Magnificent, 
while  Sextus  V.  deferyes  a  volume,  and  will  fcarce  gain  a  page,  con- 
tent if  our  attention  be  transferred  to  Sanfovino  and  Palladio,  the  glow-    ^ 
ing  tints  of  Titiano  Vecelli,  the  epic  beauties  of  Torquato  Taflb ;  or 
the  ipgntaneity  of  immortal  Corregio,  Round  Cebes's  table  too,  within 
this  period,  ftatc  the  proud  Scaligers,  of  which  the  firft  poflefl:  moft 
fire  and  genius,  critics  agree,  the  iecond  mod  erudition.     This  is  na- 
tural.    Renown  called  up  the  parent  to  her  .temple,  the  ion  folicited 

her 
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her  hand  to  help  his  climbing.*  Lafcaris,  Wolfius,  Frizius,  never- 
dying  names;  and  Voffius  happie?  than  them  all  perhaps,  poffeffing 
fuch  a  fucceflbr  as  Heftoi*  wilhed  for  in  Aftyanax,  when  he  defires 
that  the  Greeks  may  fay  how  the  brave  fon  tranfcends  the  father's 
fame,  fo  fill  rumour's  capacious  trumpet : 

They  make  me  that  I  dare  not  truft  thefe  eyes, 

Dancing  in  mifls,  and  dazzled  with  furprife.  Dry  den. 

Nor  could  the  recipe  of  Sannazarius  ilrengthen  our  fight,  though 
when  Frederick  king  of  Naples,  in  that  poet's  prefence,  confulted 
phyficians  for  the  purpolc,  he  observed  Ihrewdly,  **  Among  us  au- 
**  thors.  Sir,  envy  is  found   of  wondrous   efficacy  for  making  men 
^^  look  Iharp,  and  fee  fmall  faults ;  I  know  not  what  thefe  learned 
^^  gentlemen  will  find  of  ufe  for  kings.'*     My  readers  and  myielf 
have  little  caiife   for  envy;  our  favoured  ifland  ftood  not  fo  high 
among  furrounding  potentates  then,  as  (he  does  this  day:  for  though 
the  princeffes  of  it  read  Plato,  and   Roger  Afcham  reproached  the 
univerfity  with  the  court  maidens'   fuperior  erudition,  Eliza  Carter, 
and  Cornelia  Knight,  (brink  not  from  the  comparifon ;  nor  did  the 
learned  ladies  of  that  age  leave  «x,  as  thpfe  of  this  day  will  leave 
our  pofterity,  works  of  acknowledged  merit  as  remembrancers.   War- 
ton   finds  nothing   but   lady  Juliana   Berners'    book   upon  hunting 
among  the  early  works  of  Henry  the  eighth's  reign,  or  little  fooner, 
which  own  a  female  hand  ;  but  hunting,  like  literature,  was  confined 
to  the  grandees.     Lord  Grofvenor  takes  his  title,  I  believe,  from  the 
gros  veneur  of  Henry  VII.  and  as  to  learning  iublimated  by  genius,  all 
hts  flowers  were  caught  by  the  upper  ranks  of  life,  as  thofe  of  fulphur 
perxampanam  ;  what  {laid  below  was  coarfe  enough  methinks,  when 
in  the  year  1550  a  young  man  was  obliged  to  promife  faithfully  that 
he  would  ftudy  hard,  and  learn  to  read  not  alone  the  Latin  Teftament, 

*  Adr.  Turnebus  called  Jofeph  Scaliger  monjlrum  Jtne  vitio.    We  mull  not  fay 
ut  piefura poejts  however,  for  Godfrey  Sckaichen  makes  pride  one  of  his  fevca  vices, 
and  Scaliger  bad  fome  oithat  I  think. 

Vofc.  II.  P  >  but 
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but  even  Cornel ms  NepoSy  if  need  were,  before  he  fhould  folicft  holy  orders. 
Till  then  the  Pfeudo  Evangelium  was  our  common  claflick,  and  held 
its  poft  in  the  cathedral  church  of  Canterbury  (b  long^  that  the  hole 
ftilh  may  be  fccn  in  that  old  pillar  it  was  nailed  to.  Dean  Colet 
firft  drove  this  book  out  of  date  by  his  expofition  of  St.  Paul's  Epiftles, 
He  fouruied  that  noble  inftitution  St.  Paul's  School,  dedicated  to  the 
infant  Jefus,  and  he  made  the  Accidence  for  thefc  boys  in  the  great 
work  calkd  LiHic's  Grammar,  of  which  Erafmus  wrote  qui  mihi,  as 
Dr.  Johnibn  told  me :  what  part  Sir  Thomas  More  contributed  I 
have  forgotten  ;  but  our  fovereign  judicioufly  enough  clapping  Colet 
on  the  back,  laid,  "  Well !  let  tvtry  man  chufe  his  own  doAor,  this 
**  fliall  be  mine."  Not  long  before  this  period  Corderius  too  made  his 
incomparable  Baby  Dialogues  ;  Erafmus's  Colloquies  were  intended  for 
adults ;  Corderius's  were  compoied  to  divert  little  John  Calvin  when  a 
child.  Under  fuch  agricolifts  well  might  the  plants  jSourifh  ;  Wolfey 
took  them  from  the  feed-bed  to  his  magnificent  nurfery  at  Oxford^ 
where  by  permiffion  from  Qement  the  feventh,  forty  leflcr  monaile- 
ries  had  been  deftroyed  to  build  one  beautiful  pile,  meant  by  the  favou- 
rite to  have  been  called  Cardinal's  College ;  but  after  his  dilgrace  the 
king  finiflied  and  called  it  Chri/Ts  Church.  *Twas  from  that  hour  he 
meditated  the  diflblution  of  the  drones  entirely,  fo  he  often  called 
monks  and  friars.  The  going  out  of  Gothick  ideas  kept  pace  with  the 
exit  of  their  architedure.  Eton  and  King's  College  Cambridge  had 
been  fabricated  by  Henry  VI.  and  yet  remain  beautiful  fpecimens  of 
the  art  with  which  our  anceftors  (unacquainted  with  Grecian  models,) 
imitated  the  mingling  boughs  at  the  top  of  a  high  avenue ;  and  while 
any  afFeftion  for  nature  and  the  grand  objefts  of  it  remain  among 
their  fons,  wc  fhall,  as  Milton  fays.  Yet 

Love  the  high  cmbowed  roof. 
And  antique  pillar's  maflie  proof. 

The  Oxford  febricks  feem  to  make  the  Ihade  between  runick  and  re- 
vived Greek  ideas  of  excellence  j  fo  does  the  fine  church  at  Cremona, 

I  remember ; 
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J  remember ;  fb  do  the  poets  wTicn  the  Latin  tongue  firft  revived^ 
or  if  no  more  a  living  language,  upon  the  tomb  in  v^hich  it  long  had 
jflept  the  faireft  flowers  were  planted. 

Vida  fut  de  Virgile  Tilluftre  imitateur, 

£t  Mantoue  en  Cremone  cut  une  digne  foeur. 

There  was  indeed  a  perpetual  ftruggle  after  anagrams,  acrofticks,  &c. 
in  that  day  of  refufcitation,  when,  ftarting  like  the  Grreenlandcr  after 
liis  half  year's  fleep,  literature  looked  round  and  faw  things  in  odd 
Ihapes.  When  gardening  revived,  our  grounds  were  filled  with  yew 
and  box  trees,  all  cut  in  forms  of  peacocks,  fwans  or  apes :  fantaftick 
toys !  like  thofe  of  making  verfes  that  would  read  backwards  as  well 
as  forwards,  each  letter  and  each  word-— o^o  tenet  mulum,  nu^am  ma* 
dldam  tenet  Annor^ynih  a  thoufand  more,  pris  et  moquex  terrihlement, 
a  fet  of  French  ftanzas  among  the  reft.*  The  reaibn  perhaps  conti^ 
nued  in  tafte,  after  it  had  begun  in  neceffity,  like  Egypt's  hierogly- 
phicks.  Pietra  Angelo  Maufoli  fatirizcs  die  Romiih  church  unmerci- 
fully in  his  Zodiac,  but  although  he  wrote  under  proteftion  of  Rem 
d'Efl«,  the  pfoteftant  duchefs  of  Fertara,  he  finds  it  not  aniiis  to  con- 
ceal his  name  under  an  anagram^  which  the  firft  twenty  lines  of  the 
poem  cxprcfs  bcfidcs,  acrojilcally,  MARCELLUS  PALINGENIUS. 
The  wonder  is  they  all  danced  ib  well  in  their  wooden  fhoes.  It  is 
obfervablc  that  the  poets  were  almoft  all  in  every  country  well  difpofed 
to  the  Reformation;  for  they  are  covered  with  the  light^ ground,  as 
Dryden  fays.     Marot  was  the  immediate  friend  of  Calvin,  and  Villon 

• 

♦  Pierre  de  St.  Louts  liowever,  carried  this  folly  far  before  them  all.  After  writ- 
ing a  ftrange  poeni  in  pr.*aife  of  Marj  Magdalen,  which  Monfieur  de  la  Monnoye  calls 
a  (heftCceuvre  of  piouf.  extravagance,  he  found  out  that  his  name,  his  own  name,  pick- 
ing the  letters  carefii'lly  by  metagram,  formed  thefe  words,  //  eji  de  Carmel^  and  in- 
flantly  put  on  a  friar  *8  frock ;  and  in  a  few  years  more  difcovcred  that  that  fame  fen- 
tencc  was  contaihod  in  it,  in  another  lariguag^,  Latin  of  courfe.  He  died  foon  after 
thh  diftovery,  mSA  Carmelofe  devovet  was  written  on  his  tomb. 

P2  rah 
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fan  for  refuge  to  our  Edward  VI.  to  whom  iclencc,  in  every  (hape  and 
drefs,^  was  welcome.  Malhcrbc  alone  hated  the  new  way,  as  he  called 
ft,  although  by  no  means  bigotted  to  the  old  one.  He  thought  of  no- 
thing but  purifying  the  French  language,  and  making  it  what  it  be- 
came in  another  century  or  lefs,  under  the  exaft  and  pointed  Def- 
preaux,  who  praifcs  him  always  con  atnore.  There  is  a  comical  anec* 
dote  or  two  of  his  laft  moments.  Having  rejcAed  fpiritual  afliftancc  a 
long  time,  his  friends  at  length  perfuaded  him  to  fend  for  a  prieft :  *'  And- 
**  well,**  fays  he,  '^  fince  every  body  does  fend  for  a  prieft,  fetch  one 
for  tne,  becaufc  God  Almighty  will  not  make  a  paradifc  on  purpofe 
for  poor  Malherbe,  I  fuppoie,  and  I  fhould  hate  to  die  like  a  hcretick.*' 
So  the  prieft  came :  but  while  the  good  man,  lengthening  his  ha- 
rangue, told  of  the  Joys  of  heaven,  our  poet,  feeling  his  ruling  paffioa 
ilrong  in  death,  cried  out,  "  Dear  Sir  you'll  make  me  hate  the  place 
•'  prefently :  fpeak  better  French  on  fuch  a  fubjeA,  or  be  filent.'* 
Our  verfe  writers^  kept  no  pace  with  the  continent,  but  our  King  Ed- 
ward's character  for  kno  *vledge,  fcholarlhip  and  perfonal  accomplifti* 
ments  is  fuch,  that  was  it  not  written  by  a  foreigner  one  could  not 
poffibly  give  credit  to  it :  but  Cardan  was  a  truth-teller  wc  know^. 
though  it  were  to  his  own  hindrance ;  and  he  fays  fo  naturally^  **  He. 
**  was  a  wondrous  boy  /'  that  vsre  are  bound  to  believe  him.  This, 
ftrange  prodigy  was  himfelf  a  Milanefe,  who  having,  as  he  fancied, 
forced  himfelf  into  exiftence  againft  his  parents*  will,  who  wilhed  ta 
dcftroy  him,  confidered  that  exiftence  as  fated,  and  believed  his  life- 
dcftined  to  fome  particular  ufe  and  purpofe.  Such  was  his  fpirit  oi 
ftudy,  and  fuch  his  hard  purfuit  after  truths  difficult  to  obtain,  that 
'twas  hi^  boaft  to  eonfefs  he  did  not  completely  undcrftattd  himf^f^ 
cfpecially  the  treatiies  written  fix  years  before.  Cardan  cafting  hisr 
nativity  however,  and  finding  the  feven  planets  at  his  birth  fo  placed 
that  he  was  inevitably  to  die  ftarved,  he  forbore  eating  when  firft 
feized  by  ilinefs,  and  to  do  honour  to  his  horofeope^  expired  A.  D. 
157G»     Paracelfus^  his  contemporary  phyfician,  was  a  Swifs.     He  be** 

gan 


cH.vi.}  AND  TURKISH  EMPIRE  REVIEWED.  117 

gan  his  debut  with  burning  Galen's  works,  and  loudly  faying  that 
there  was  more  fenfe  in  his  own  empty  bonnet  than  in  the  full  heads 
of  all  who  went  before  him.  Such  confidence  in  his  own  abilities, 
which  he  had  not  learned  to  diftinguifh  from  genius,  was  better  cal- 
culated to  gain  enemies  than  to  convey  lnftru<5lion  ;  yet  not  contented, 
Paracelfus  throwing  himfelf  on  the  mercy  of  thofe  he  had  fo  juftly 
provoked,  produced  an  elixir  which  he  openly  aflbrted  had  the  pecu- 
liar power  to  prefcrve  men's  lives  through  three  whole  centuries  at 
Icaft.  As  a  proof  of  hi^  belief  in  its  virtue,  he  fwallowcd  it  in  prefence 
of  many  fpedators,  and  died  in  fifteen  days  after,  aged  ^8.  Coperni- 
cus was  a  cooler  charafter  ;  his  praife  has  been  perhaps  founded  more 
iince  his  death  than  any  of  thefe  worthies.  Perhaps  what  he  did  was 
more  difficult  to  do — though  I  think  not — becaufe  Pythagoras  had 
nearly  done  it  all  for  him  :  the  world  was  not  ripe  for  celeftial  difco- 
veries  however,  and  though  diftance  from  danger  proted:ed  his  per-- 
Ion  and  opinions,  his  books  wxre  burned  by  the  inquifitlon  at  Rome 
as  i-^retical ;  a  fate  which  Tycho  Brahe  refolved  not  to  encounter:  he 
wifhed  to  find  a  mean  between  this  new  lyftem,  as  'twas  called,  which 
tore  to  ignorant  people  the  appearance  of  militating  againft  the  holy 
fcriptures,  and  Ptolemy's  aukwardly-imagined  hypothefis,  which  re- 
volts againft  philofophy  and  common  fenfe.  Defirous  of  efcaping 
condemnation,  either  from  wifdom  or  folly,  he  fet  up  a  fcheme  which 
has  been  little  adopted  ;  and  although  that  theory  alone  called  his 
name  from  the  crowd  in  1570  ;  when  the  figures  were  rev'erfed,  'twas 
his  name  alone  in  1 7 50  which  could  make  the  attempt  remembered. 
Tycho  was  a  nobleman  of  high  birth,  and  in  a  night-brawl  had  his 
nofe  cut  off  by  the  fwift  fword  of  a  Swedifh  cavalier.  The  king  made 
up  their  quarrel,  and  Tycho  made  himfelf  a  nofe  of  wax  to  go  to  court 
and  be  prefentcd.  His  biographer  puts  fomc  gold  into  the  wax  to 
keep  it,  I  fuppofc,  from  melting  in  the  drawing-room ;  but  Sweden 
is  a  cold  climate.  We  hear  of  him  foon  after  marrying  a  pretty  pea- 
lant  wench  at  Knutftrap :  his  family  were  all  afflided,  all  enraged  at 
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the  unmerited  honour  bcftowed  upon  an  individual  of  inferior  birth  by 
a  man  of  fuch  dignity,  though  with  fuch  a  nofe;  but  the  king  ititer- 
tcrfcrcd  again,  and  pacified  the  relations,  faying,  qftronomen  muft  be 
allowed  their  eccentricities :  and  this  bon  mot  of  Frederick  If,  who 
loved  Tycho,.  and  built  the  caftle  of  Uranianhourg  for  his  obfervatory, 
brought  up  the  humour  of  calling  any  deviation  from  common  modes 
of  life  an  eccentricity ;  but  the  joke  is  loft  when  not  made  upon  an  af- 
tronomer.  Pelletier  meanwhile  wrote  upon  algebra,  upon  criticifm, 
and  upon  peftilential  fevers,  fet  up  a  new  orthography  in  France, 
which  few  people  of  the  prefent  day  can  develope,  and  which  hin- 
dercd  his  books  from  being  read  when  he  firft  wrote  them :  his  tranf- 
lation  of  Horace  however,  is  applauded,  and  his  long  commentary  on 
Euclid  efteemed,  fo  that  none  can  boaft  greater  verfatility  of  genius. 

But  RetroJpeSiion  cannot  ftay  to  pick  the  beft  ears  out  of  an  acre  of 
wheat ;  numberlefs  innominata  croud  the  glafs,  and  glorious  names 
bcfide,  which  our  clofe  limits  leave  us  not  even  power  to  enumerate. 
We  will  Call  up  one  fliade  or  two  more — then  with  a  flourifh  like  that 
of  Ulyflcs  in  the  defcent  into  hell,  drive  thofe  away  who  ought  to 
drive  down  us.  "  While  thcfe  repelled,  a  train  oblivious  fly;''  our  wand 
touches  Lord  Chancellor  Bacon,  worthy  that  name  fo  dear  to  fcience, 
fo  courted  by  philofophy,  that  Ihe  herfclf  has  worn  it  twice,  and 
.once  more  tried  it  on  within  the  /pace  of  four  hundred  years.  As  from 
Edmund  Spenfer's  prolifick  mufe  fprung  almoft  all  the  Englifh  poems 
which  we  now  read  and  quote ;  as  from  old  Sir  John  Gower's  three 
paftics  *  was  probably  hatched  the  delightful  tale  of  Portia  and  her 
cafkets  ;  fo  from  Lord  Bacon's  Eflays  have  proceeded  Spectators,  Tat- 
lers,  Obfervers,  Worlds ;  while  every  thought  of  his,  being  folid  gold, 
duftile  and  malleable,  I  fee  not  where  will  end  the  wiredrawing :  but 

*  Gower's  Confeffio  Amantis  has  a  flory  of  the  Emperor  Frederick  who,  for  hi« 
.difport,  had  three  artful  pafties  made  juft  alike:  one  filled  with  two  fat  capons,  one 
.with  florins,  and  one  with  ftraws  and  dirt.  Some  poor  beggars  were  called  in  to  chuCe 
with  much  ceremony  before  the  king,  and  their  miftakcs  caufed  him  much  content. 
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whilft  wc  borro\v,  we,  like  other  creditors,  feek  to  defame  our  lender's 
wild  extravagance,  and  find  a  fault  where  we  commend  a  virtue — 

If  pails  allure  thee,  think  how  Bacon  fliin'd, 
The  wifeft,  brighteft,  meaneji  of  mankind 

fays  Mr.  Pope :  but  had  the  charge  of  bribery  been  proved^  he  would 
have  iharcd  it  with  Edward  the  third  and  Henry  the- fifth,  heroes  not 
then  forgotten.  Bribes  had  been  openly  given  to  every  king  and  every 
chancellor  for  pcrverfion  .of  juftice,  until  Sir  Thomas  More  refufed 
them,  and  fie  was  blamed  by  his  own  family  for  fo  doing.  Dauncey, 
his  fon-in-law,  reproved  him  for  not  taking  money  for  fuits^  as  the 
phrafe  was  then,  and  Sir  Thomas  laughed  at  him  ;  but  greater  ftill 
when  carried  forth  to  execution,  a  woman  followed,  blaming  him 
loudly  for  refiifing  her  gift,  and  lofmg  her  hone/i  caufe,  for  fo  flie 
deemed  it.  *'  Peace,  babbling  wife,"  exclaimed  the  dying  philofopher, 
•'  I  well  recolle6l  me  of  the  cafe  and  the  decree ;  and  would  repeat  it 
*'  this  day  again,  were  I  in  that  chair  inftead  of  ////V,*'  pointing  hu- 
moroufly  at  the  fcafFold.  But  whilft  Lord  Verulam  was  making 
chemical  experiments,  or  ftudying  cafuiftry,  or  ftorkig  his  capacious 
mind  with  general  knowledge  to  a  degree  of  plenitude  undreamed  of 
by  his  praecurfbrs  in  literature,  his  clerks,  Gehazi-Hke,  took  bribes ; 
and  thofe  men  wonder  at  it  whofe  grandfathers  would  have  been  proud, 
not  afhamed  of  taking  bribes  themfelves :  but  every  thing  was  under- 
going a  refinement,  and  vice  among  the  reft. 

After  the  year  1 600,  our  retrojpe^iive  eye  will  not  /ee  grbfs  and  pro- 
minent offence  fo  often.  The  fuperfices  of  life  began  to  obtain  a 
fmoothnefs  little  known  before.  Language,  morals,  religion,  maa- 
ners,  all  were  foon  covered  with  a  coat;  of  varnifti,  that  has  employed 
men  ever  fince  to  ruh  it  in  and  hide,  not  take  away,  defeds  from  the 
fub-ftrata.  Such  lurked  not  however,  in  the  chriftian  foul  of  Barto- 
lomeo  de  las  Cafas  j  for  Spain  and  Spaniards  have  been  too  long  for- 
gotten: but  whilft  we  have  been  tracing  the  prognefs  of  difcovery,  and 
wandering  in  the  tangled  paths  oijcience,  I  fee  not  how  virtue  could 
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go  further  than  his  did — thetrs  the  wild  chance  of  falfc  felicities,  his 
the  compofed  pofleffion  of  the  true,  fevcrcly  tried  by  various  vexations. 
After  Balboa  then  had  croflcd  the  Ifthmus  of  Darien  on  foot,  and  found 
the  true  fliape  of  South  America,  afcertaining  what  Columbus  had 
dl (covered,  and  realizing  what  fancy  had  imag'd  to  men's  minds, 
when  they  promifed  to  themfelves  a  country  whofc  veins  were  filver 
and  whofe  heart  was  gold ; — after  the  cruel  Roderigo  Albuquerque, 
having  fucceedcd  the  heirs  of  Columbus  in  Hifpaniola,  had  completed 
the  extinftion  of  its  aborigines  by  the  intolerable  icverity  of  European 
burdens  on  a  race  of  mortals  unable  to  refift  their  oppreflbrs,  and  inca- 
pable of  conciliating  their  kindnefs  by  obedience ; — ^when  the  dwel- 
lers in  Mexico  were  already  reprefented  as  creatures  of  an  inferior  kind, 
fit  only  to  be  trampled  on ; — and  when  Peru  was  fuppoicd  to  pofTels 
more  of  the  fame  fort,  born  to  be  killed,  and, their  country  given  to 
others  as  a  prey  ;  Bartolomeo  de  las  Cafas  undertook  a  defence  of  their 
abilities,  interefting  the  king  pf  Spain  (then  dying)  in  their  favour ; 
endeavouring  to  gain  over  Ximenes,  and  perfuade  Charles  V.  that 
thcfc  weie  men  like  thofe  of  the  old  hemifphere,  and  that  to  enflavc, 
infult,  and  murder  thern,  were  mortal  fms  againft  impartial  Heaven. 
It  muft  be  therefore  candidly  confefled,  that  although  fearful  crimes 
and  horribly  cruelties  were  pradlifed  in  the  iacred  name  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  upon  the  haplefs  inhabitants  of  a  new-difcovercd  world, 
it  w^s  to  his  own  zealous  and  faithful  fcrvants,  the  Dominicans,  with 
this  indefatigable  afliftant  from  home,  that  the  poor  fouls  owed  a  mi- 
ti'Tation  of  their  fufferings,  a  clear  narration  of  the  indignities  offered 
them,  and  even  a  fteady  and  dangerous  defence  when  their  tormentors 
boldly  accufed  them  of  natur^  imbccillity,  and  confidering  them  a? 
women  are  confidcred  in  the  eaft,  protefted  they  had  not  powers  of 
mind  or  body  with  which  to  love  God  or  fefve  their  fellow  creatures. 
That  this  illiberal  idea  of  a  whole  nation  fhould  be  combated  only  by 
half  a  dozen  monks,  neither  readers,  nor  writers,  nor  wits,  nor  fcofFers 
can  deny.     The  Spanifli  planters  threatened  to  tear  Bartolomeo  to 
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pieces,  and  he  took  fheltcr  in  a  convent.  Coming  out  however,  he 
cfcapcd  to  Europe,  where  from  Charles  V.  he  gained  new  powers, 
and  fet  about  fchooling  his  new  pupils  in  a  new  place  where  he  deemed 
them  vmcormpted  by  Spanilh  manners.  After  two  years  mutual  con^ 
fidence,  and  he  thought  mutual  kindnefs,  the  natives,  not  aware  that 
his  intentions  towards  them  could  be  friendly,  rofe  on  his  little  houfe- 
hold,  and  put  them  all  to  death,  except  himfelf,  who  was  faved  only 
by  flight.  Grief  and  Ihamc  were  now  added  to  his  mortifications, 
yet  life  remained.  The  fools  he  could  not  teach  he  pcrfifted  to  write 
for,  nor  died  till  he  had  counted  up  ninety-two  years  fpent  in  the  fer- 
vicc  both  of  God  and  man.  Robertfon  can  fcarce  perfuade  himfelf  to 
believe  all  that  I41S  Cafas  tells  of  liis  countrymen's  cruelty :  nor  could 
I,  till  Count  Udazio,  a  Brefcian  nobleman,  who  lived  a  long  time  in 
Peru,  and  knew  the  country,  aflTured  me  he  had  fecn  the  natives  driyen 
down  in  herds  like  cattle  to  the  water,  upon  the  24th  of  June  for  bap- 
tifm,  as  the  priefts  called  it,  who  Ihouted  them  in,  and  kicked  them 
back  again,  after  a  thouiand  gro(s  indecencies  and  bratal  infults  offered 
to  their  peribns :  then  regiftering  their  numbers,  fent  the  government 
in  Europe  word  how  many  Indians  had  been  chrlftened  that  year. 

An  account  of  what  was  done  by  Pizarro  in  Peru  is  a  mere  coun* 
terpart  to  the  conduft  of  Cortez  in  Mexico.  That  bold  chieftain 
had  followed  Balboa  croii  Panama,  where  he  was  born  of  ibmc 
wretched  woman,  who  had  fubmitted  to  Spanifli  conne<^ns,  and  fan- 
cied berfelf  a  favourite.  He,  having  infpired  Almagro  and  de  Lucque 
with  that  deiire  of  conquefl  which  ieemed  w^aniog  in  the  nEiother  coun- 
try £nce  Charles  V.  their  king  was  crowned  emperor>  and  ieemed  likely 
to  gild  the  Flemifli  trophies  with  gold  derived  through  Spain,  fet  for- 
ward with  bis  rough  companions,  accompanied  by  two  hundred  and  fifty 
armed  men  oa  foot,  fixty  on  horfeback,  and  twelve  pieces  of  ordnance^ 
to  overturn  the  empire  of  Mango  Capac,  which  extended  at  leafl  thirty 
degrees,  and  had  continued  in  quiet  obedience  to  his  defcendants 
through  thirteen  fovereigns  or  inc^3 — poor  Atabalipa  the  laft.     That 
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haplefs  prince  over  an  effeminate  and  fupcrftitious  people,  on  their  ap- 
proach prepared  for  certain  ruin ;  and  rccoUeAing  dreams  and  prophe- 
cies that  faid  the  children  of  the  fun  fhould  be  deftroyed  upon  a  fu- 
ture day  by  mortals  fent  from  the  regions  where  he  firft  arofe,  made 
not  even  a  fhcw  of  refiftance :  his  fubjeds  indeed,  when  they  faw  Pi- 
zarro's  people  feizing  his  perfon,  in  imitation  of  the  trick  played  upon 
Montezuma,  rofe  en  maffe,  and  were  maffacred  five  thoufand  lielp- 
lefs  fouls  at  once.     A  million  flerling  was  demanded  next  for'  ran- 
fom  of  Atabalipa,  to  which  another  million  was  added  on  a  threat 
that  their  beloved  inca  fhould  not  be  burned  or  eaten  by  his  enemies, 
but  hanged  with  ignominy,  the  death  they  mofl  abhor.     The  fum 
was  paid  without  delay,  not  fhared  without  difputc.     Each  private 
foldier  had  3000l.  the  diflant  king  was  to  receive  his  fifths,  after  no 
few  deductions,  and  as  Almagro  was  not  on  the  fpot  jufl:  when  the 
work  was  done,   he  feems  to  have  been  forgotten.     When  once  ar*- 
rived  however,  he  forgot  not  to  make  Pizarro  rccoUeft,  how  before 
coming  out,   de  Lucque  parted  a  confccrated  hofl  between  them, 
making  'em  fwear  by  that  fame  facrament,  that  all  they  gained  fhould 
be  jufl  fo  divided.     The  next  thing  was  to  flrangle  Atabalipa,  and 
part  his  realms  and  ranfom.   The  lafl  was  jufWy  fhared  ;  not  fo  the  land* 
Almagro  got  two  hundred  leagues  of  foil  indeed,  and  the  commander 
had  no  more :  but  in  his  traft  of  country  lay  Cufco,  the  metropolis  of 
which  he  had  eafily  made  himfelf  mafler ;  and  the  foundations  of 
young  Lima  too,  where  he  propofed  to  build  a  Chriflian  town,  he 
faid,  and  not  to  IWe  flirrounded  by  pagans,  but  fee  the  lighted  tapers 
adorn  a  Romifh  church,  while  convents  fhould  fpring  up  on  every 
fide.     This  catholic  projeft  was  retarded  by  illnefs ;  and  whilfl  Al^ 
magro  was  gone  off  to  Chili,  where  his  friend  hoped  perpetual  win- 
ters would  detain  him,  the  poor  Peruvians  rofe  upon  Pizarro,  and  made 
a  faint  attempt  once  more  for  freedom.     In  vain ! — when  their  befl 
hopes  were  at  the  height,  home  from  his  falfe  dtfcoveries  came  Alma- 
gro :  an  unconditional  fubmiffion  followed  upon  the  part  of  the  un- 
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idppy natives,  to  whofe  amazement  their  fterce  conquerors,  filled  with 
a  fpirit  of  revenge  and  fury,  fell  on  each  other,  till  at  length  Almagro 
was.  fcized,.  and  put  forthwith  to  the  bow-ftring.  One  grieves  to  think 
fo  few  Americans  ftaid  to  obferve  the  iflue  of  this  contcft.  When  it 
begaa  firft  they  all  ftolc  away,  rejoicing  in  the  opportunity ;  and  aa 
univcrfal  migration  beyond  the  mountains  had  taken  place,  leaving 
catholic  Pizarro  leifure  to  accomplifli  the  buildings  he  meditated  to  the 
honour  of  religion^  when  he  had  trampled  juftice,  and  honour,  and 
friendfliip  under  foot.  He  forgot  not  to  ere<5l  a  palace  for  himfelf, 
but  lived  in  every  luxury  that  could  be  deyifed ;  not  enervating  his 
health  however,  or  diflblving  his  ftrength  in  voluptuous  fenfualities : 
he  even  fent  out  difcoverers,  and  fbmetimes  followed  them.  He  was 
betrayed  indeed  by  Orellana,  whofe  ftories  of  the  Amazonian  tribes, 
and  houfes  roofed  with  gold,  &c.  gave  rife  to  the  numerous  fables  con- 
cerning Eldorado,  a  place  now  heard  of  only  in  Candide,  but  then  con- 
cluded real,  and  expedled  to  be  ftumbled  on  by  every  empty-headed 
adventurer.  That  treachery  Ihould  torment  Pizarro,  or  that  aflaflina- 
tion  from  Almagro's  ion  fliould  end  him,  will  not  afflift  the  eye  of 
Retro/peSiiony  better  pleafed  to  contemplate  the  conduct  of  Pietro  della 
Gafca,  who  by  Charles  the  fifth's  command  in  1550,  extirpated  the  - 
neft  of  tyrants ;  and  having  tried  to  eftablifli  peace  in  his  king's  new  do- 
minions, returned  home  unenriched,  and  received  with  every  mark  of 
a  juft  mailer's  trueefteem,  the  biflioprick  of  Valentia,  where,  at  a  pro- 
digious age,  he  died  happy,  after  having  lived  through  all  temptations 
honeft. 

'Tis  curious  to  obferve  the  different  manners  of  late  difcovcred  mor- 
tals in  the  eaji,  from  thefe  acquiefcent  occidentalifts.  ^^  The  Portu- 
'^  gueze,"  lays  a  pert  French  writer,  *'  were  fine  fellow5  once ;  they 
"  doubled  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  they  boafted  a  Gama  and  an  Albu- 
**  querque  AJphoufo  ;  they  made  all  Europe  jealous  of  them,  and  they 
*'  wrote  a  heroic  ppem.  There  remains  of  all  thefe  exploits  indeed 
*'  but  little ;  their  heroes  perilhed  in  prifon,  tlieir  boafted  poet  rotted  in 
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"  an  hofpitaU  and  their  bcft  comforts  in  the  prefent  centur)r  arc  the 
''  queen*s  diamonds  from  Brazil,  and  the  thoughts  that  the  inqiiiiitioa 
*'  is  in  full  force  at  Goa/*  The  adventtire  of  Souza  and  his  miftreis, 
as  told  by  Raynal,  however,  is  a  j$4fi  boaft  of  heroick  virtue ;  nor  could 
Scipio's  famous  continence  furpafs  it :  for  v?e  are  conibained  to  call 
that  condu<%  excellent  as  well  as  exemplary,  which  forbears  trampling 
un/ufpc<5ling  fimplicity.  Such  indeed  was  not  the  chara<fler  of  Bor- 
neo's cautious  king.  When  Souza,  wiihing  to  conciliate  his  friendfhip 
with  gifts,  prefented  him  unluckily  a  piece  of  hiilorick  tapcftry,  the 
figures  of  warriors,  horfes,  ladies,  large  as  life :  **  'Tis  very  fine,"  iaid 
he,  '*  but  although  by  your  fccret  powers  of  enchantment,  thefe^/ 
"  men  and  women  remain  motionlcfs  by  day,  when  night  comes  on, 
*'  the  fpell  may,  for  ought  I  know,  be  tooicned,  and  our  faithful  fub- 
*' jcds  fufler  from  their  fury  :  take  your  curiofities  again,  and  let  me 
*'  never  lee  you  or  your  daemons  more/*  Had  the  old  Trojans  been 
as  prudent ! !  but  they  liflcned  not  to  the  falutary  cry  of  Equo  ne  cre^ 
Jite  Teucri.  An  obftinate  refiiial  of  all  connciftions  with  Europe  fol« 
lowed  this  flrange  conje<^ure,  and  that  vafl  iiland  yet  remains  chiefly 
inhabited  by  apes  and  troglodytes ;  a  few  fine  emeralds  and  clouded 
xanes  are  all  that  commerce  could  ever  obtain  from  Borneo:  but 
while  Montezuma  and  Atabalipa  appear  never  to  have  fccn  animals  in 
a  flate  of  domcflication^  cat,  dog,  or  horfe ;  the  king  of  Siam  kept  a 
large  number  of  tame  elephants  for  his  amufement,  fed  them  with 
fugar  canes,  and  appropriated  fifteen  ilavcs  to  attend  on  each  unwieldy 
favourite,  cutting  bananas  for  their  repafl :  "  A  fcrvitude  which  at 
•*  length,**  fays  Raynal,  *'  grew  fo  intolerable,  that  on  a  fudden  the 
"  country  was  depopulated  by  a  concerted  migration  of  mankind,  who 
"  lefi  their  fovereign  and  his Jlu J  a  prey  to  voracious  tygcrs.**  In  elo- 
quence alfo,  we  mark  a  flriking  difference  between  the  eaftem  and 
wefleni  world.  All  favages  are  naturally  addiAed  to  taciturnity ;  and 
words  have  over  them  a  prodigious  efFeft.  The  Peruvian  and  Mexican 
monarchs  for  that  reaibn  are  defcribcd  as  perpetually  haranguing  thfir 
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fubjfc<fts:  the  king  ofTrayanQornace^wJiije,  a  diftrid  extending  from 
Cape  Comorin  to  Cochin  China,  i3  reprefentcd  as  an  impatient  hewr 
of  fomc  Chriftian  roiOipaaryt  who  making  him  a  long  fpcech^  was 
warned  by  the  mortaith  thus :  /'  Friend,  be  not  tedious,  remember  life 
*'  is  Ihort/*  Thcfe  fads  well  »tfeftcd  amufe  the  Retro/pea,  whence,  to 
iky  truc#  I  purpofely  exclu^^  long  ge^oaiogical  tales  of  Peruvian  iqcas, 
and  the  divifion  of  the  world's  *ge  into  four  diftinft  periods  by  the 
Chincfe,  which  we  muft  after  all  t^e  on  the  word  of  thofe  wh6  •  can 
ptevail  on  us  to  believe  without  examination.  'Tis  hard  enough  to 
dig  oiK  Europe's  hidory  from  the  vail  heaps  of  rubbiih  thrown  upon 
it.  How  then  can  mortals  ferioufly  incline  to  credit  ftories  regiilered 
by  the  quipos  P  on  which  I  truft  a  milktaaid*s  tally  would  juftly  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  vail  improvement.  Macpherfon  fays,  *^  That  all  ouf  wifcft 
^*  men  can  know  of  Mexican  or  Peruvian  annals^  mud  have  been 
f*  learned  from  old  traditionary  fongs.  whilft  the  refined  Cbinefe  do  fo 
*'  to  retard  their  Htorature  with  entanglements,  that  to  read  two  whole 
**  books  is  an  employment  for  a  long  life  ipent  in  ievercfi:  fhidy/'  That 
they  were  a  nation  ia  times  paft,  SoUnus,  the  ape  of  Pliny»  in  his 
Polyhiftor  induced  men  eafily  to  believe ;  that  they  are  iufiefior  to  us 
in  any  thing  but  making  china*ware,  I  am  not  yet  induced  to  believe. 
Moniieur  de  Guigncs  could  trace  them  up  no  higher  than  1 122  years 
before  Chrifl,  and  I  fee  not  tbitt  our  late  travellers  have  much  illumi* 
natcd  the  fubjcA.  It  was  A.  D.  Id 82  when  Ricci  the  Jefuit  earned 
ow  Chriilian  faith  among  them,  which  Seictus  V.  faid  would  never 
grow  there ;  atKi  my  readers,  impatient  by  this  time  to  Tetum  to  civi- 
liaed  life,  will  feel  happy  in  the  reflefi&on,  that'  while  oonqueft  over 
unreiiiting  fellow-xreatures  animated  the  foutkfim  inhabitants  of  our 
continent  to  the  plunder  and  deihadion  c£  America ;  £nglaod  ibi^t 
only  toeftablifh  with  its  fons  a  generooA  eOkd  friendly  interooorfc.  FraC^ 
pcrity  attended  fuch  condud  and  iiich  mi>tiyes ;  oar  ifland  Teoeived<he 
fugitive  Proteflants  of  Elurope,  who  &t  \xp  their  manufaduxtes  bcK  in 
peace  and  comfort,  and  the  poor  natives  of  Biazii^  who  leamed  to  poi* 
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fun  their  arrows  on  approach  6f  a  Spaniard  or  Pbrtogucjc,  confoled  out 
countrvmcn  at  Rio  ddla  Hach'a,  4nd  fax^ed^ir  John  Hawkins  from  af* 
faflination.  r  When  Drakci  his  near  relation',  bad  iailcd  mond  the 
globe  at  command  of  his  virgin  Queen,  and  cafled  a  -place  never  ob- 
ierved  before,  by  name  of  Isew  AfhtoHy  in  compliment  to  our  own  old 
appellation,  fhe  viiited  his  fliip  at  his  return,  profeiTed  her  *eftecra.ot^ 
his  courage  and  gentlenefs,  and  liftcncd  with  delight  to  the  tales'  he 
told  fier  how  naked  Indians  attended  to  the  hymns  iung  l^  a  hand  of 
excellent  muficians  that  he  took  with  him,  and  performed  Te  Deum 
not  twenty  leagues  from  the  famed  Streights  of  Magellan ;  where  a 
wild  chieftain,  to  exprefs  his  admiration  of  fuch  harmony,  thruft  a  fliarp 
arrow  through  his  own  leg,  and  then  embracing  Drake,  looked  up  to 
heaven  as  if  enchanted  by  the  muiick.  This  was  about  the  year  1678. 
Sir  Martin  Frobiflier  too,  under  the  fame  incomparable  fovcreign,  re- 
turned in  ISgo  from  attempts  made  on  a  barbarous  climate,  where 
winter  barricades  the  realms  of  froft ;  baffled  indeed,  but  ever  uadif- 
mayed,  and  ready  at  his  queen's  command  to  attack  the  Spanifh 
armada,  and  to  intercept  their  plate  fleet ;  he  did  bum  one  galleon  as  it 
returned  home  heavily  laden  with  filver,  almoft  in  fight  of  the  poor 
natives,  who  helped  to  fmk  it  with  their  curfes.  The  courage  of.our 
hardy  iflanders  may  be  evinced  by  thofe  climates  where  they  hav.e  left 
their  names :  FrobiflieVs  Streights,  or  Hudfon's  Bay ;  and  Davis^  who 
encountered  dangers  with  an  intrepidity  unrivaHed  by  the  plunderers  of 
Paraguay.  They  fought  for  filthy  lucre,  we  for  fciencc  ;  and  while  tl^y 
robbed  the  timorons  inhabitants  of  a  country  where  ripeness  focmed  to 
end  and  rottenneis  begin,  bold  Britain  gave  her  name  to  a  rough 
fifliery  found  on  a  ftoxmy  cape  at  Newfound  Land,  .  The  tKxrth  euft 
paiTage  to  Archangel  indeed,  graced  the  diicoveries  of  this  iixte^oth 
century,  and  lent  new  hopefe  to  heroes  of  a  future  day.  Virgiaia  ^aa?  fo 
named  in  honour  of  our  ever ^fingle  fovereign,  who  ieeing  improvements 
thus  come  oa  a<»pace,  while  opium,  coffee,  chocolate,  perfumes  and 
ipices»  added  iuxury  to  living,  cut  off  her  cloth  hofe,  'tis  %didi  and 
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wore  filfc  ftockings  the  remainder  of  her  days,  ivhich  fcarcdy  laftcd 
to  the  year  iGop.  ' 

If  however,  impatiicnce  to  contemplate  our  own  country  in  its  raoft 
profperous,  moft  glorious  days,  has  led  our  hurried  RetroJ^c£i  away„ 
and  fixed  the  glafi  before  ifts*  tijrtie  on  England-,,  while  Turkey's  mo-- 
narch  yet  remains  untold  of,  let  it  go  among  the  many  to  be  forgiveor 
feults  of  tliis  fo  curfory,'  fo  defultory  performance.  Solyman  juftljr 
fumamed  the  Magnificent,  enjoyed  a  fame  far  more  hcroick,  more  ex- 
tend c,  more  brilliant, than  that  of  Elizabeth;  but  the  aftronomers; 
fcmctimes  delight  to  obfcrve  the  occultation  of  a  bright  fixed  ftar„  by 
a  near  planet  of  txur  filar- fyjlem. 

Meanwhile  the  fanguinary,  though  not  imprudent  precepts  left  ta 
his  fucceffor  by  Selim  the  rigid  and  fevere,  were  well  obeyed.  Soly-^ 
man  tnrncd  immediately  his  thoughts  toward  Europe,  which  had  in 
his-  opinion  enjoyed  too  long  repofc,-  during  thofe  days  the  parent  prince- 
employed  in  fecking  to  cruih  for  ever  the  Egyptian  Sultan.  Belgrade,, 
no.  kwigcr  defended  by  Huniades,  opened  her  gates  to  this  ill-refifted 
conqueror,  who  ftyled  himfclf  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords ; 
Films  et  Nepas  Dei.  ,  The  tranflators  fay,  nephew  always,  biit  I  trufr 
he  meant  a  grajidfbn.  Rhodes,  under  Philip  the  grand  mailer*,, 
held  out  glorioufly,  and  when  the  Turks  entered  it  on  Chriftmaa-^day 
J  622,  their  warlike  fovcxeign  ihewcd  fmn  every  poflSble  kindneii^ 
fending  him  iafe  to  Rome,  where  Adrian,  tutor  to  Charles  V.  reigned 
Pope. '  No  lefs  civility  or  tender  concern  was  difplayed  in  this  vidor's 
condud  when  Buda  funk  before  his  conquering  fword,  or  yielded  to 
his  welKinvented  ftratagcms ;  he  foothed  the  captive  queen,  carefled 
her  childv  leferabling  Alexander  in  the  beft  points  of  charadter,  far 
diiiant  in  the  reft.  No  haughty  or  vindidive  words  efcaped  him  al-^ 
though  Sufficiently  provoked,  as  it  appears  by  Lewis,  a  baby  king^of 
fevcnten  years  old,  who  with  an  army  of  thirty  thoufand  men  only„ 
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came  but  to  oppofe  him,  affiftcd  by  the  headlong  biihop  of  Golocza, 
and  fought  the  fatal  battle  of  Mochacz,  where  twenty  thoufand  fouls 
paid  the  fad  penalty  of  this  ftrange  rafhnefs.  The  fdly  fovcrcign  fljring 
from  an  engagement  he  had  fought,  was  killed  in  a  ditch,  I  think,  and 
the  line  of  Jagellon  being  now  extinct,  Ferdinand  fucceeded  to  what 
was  left  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  but  he  acknowledged,  by  fome  in- 
ftrument  called  a  rever/e,  that  his  fucceffion  was  in  oonfcqucncc  of  the 
people's  choice,  and  not  his  own  defcent.  *Twas  not  his  boy  by  Anne, 
filler  of  hafty  Lewis^  that  Solyman  kiifed,  and  obliged  his  fons  like* 
wife  to  ialute  in  fwaddling  bands,  when  the  Turks  took  pofieffion  of 
Buda,  but  Stephen  the  fon  of  heroick  Ifabeila  fo  commended  by  Robert- 
fon,  and  wife  to  John,  an  intermediate  monarch.  Thefc  the  Grand 
Signer  fettled  in  Tranfylvania*  When  he  had  facked  fome  Chriftian 
cities  however,  he  carried  away  the  figures  of  Hercules  and  Apollo, 
laying  that  ihength  and  deltiny  now  made  their  reiidcnce  at  Confhin- 
tinople ;  where  he  caufed  them  to  be  melted  into  canmn^  refufing  with 
equ^  good  tafte  and  fonfe,  I  think,  any  place  in  his  palaces  or  moiqae^ 
for  pagan  deities,  conflru&ed  fmce  paganiiin  fell  before  the  unity  of 
Godhead.  The  old  ones  we  reverence  as  rarities,  but  there  is  little 
meaning  in  mythological  ornaments  fiow  that  mythok^  is  no  more. 
Vienna  next,  invited  by  the  weakncfs  of  its  government  and  defence, 
his  ambitious  heart  hoped  no  doubt,  to  find  an  eafy  victory,  but  Ibrces 
had  been  colledcd,  and  refoiution  though  ebbing  apace  did  not  wholly 
fail.  Eight  thoufand  Ottomans  lofl  in  the  mines  made  Soljrman 
fee  that  he  was  not  irrcfiflibie  ;  he  retired  from  their  walls  with  grott 
lofs  of  troops,  that  he  would  throw  away  no  more  of;  and  he  compli* 
mented  the  Chriflians  upon  their  heroick  behaviour,  whilii:  Andica 
Doria  refolving  to  obtain  his,  and  the  whole  world's  admiration^  made 
himfclf  a  fort  of  volunteer  aflfiilant  to  Charles  V.,  and  having  obtained 
command  of  a  fleet,  beat  the  Turks  fcvercly  by  fca,  and  dcferved  that 
fovereignty  over  his  own  country  which  he  had  the  difinterefled  vir- 
tue to  refufc,  and  leaving  Genoa  free,  accepted  the  order  of  the  Golden 
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Fleece,  and  died  in  honour's  lap  at  ninety-four,  cxpcifting  future  hap- 
pinefs  after  having  poffciTed  it  and  deferved  it  here,  nor  muft  the  fa- 
mous Barbaroffa  be  forgotten.  He  of  a  low  fellow  became  a  furious 
pirate,  a  tranfition  not  eafy  in  the  eaft,  where  all  men,  popularly  fpeak- 
ing,  muft  expire  in  that  caft  or  clafs  of  humanity  they  are  born  into. 
Of  a  fierce  pirate  however,  he  became  a  tame  courtier,  a  tranfition 
difficult  in  every  country,  and  moft  /;/  his.  To  the  amazement  of  alt 
then  he  was  made  admiral  and  oppofcd  to  Doria,  when  willing  to  com- 
penfate  his  benefaftor,  he  fuddenly  arrived  on  the  coafl  of  Naples, 
where  'twas  his  intent  to  feize  the  beautiful  princefs  Julia  Gonz3ga 
of  the  Caftiglione  houfc,  for  Solyman*s  feraglio ;  but  fhe  cicaped  on  a 
fwift  horfe  unfaddled,  herfelf  half-dreffed,  and  hurried  from  her  bed 
at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Such  a  prefcnt  might  have  been  lefs 
acceptable  perhaps  to  Solyman  than  to  another  oriental  fovereign*,  as 
he  had  always  lived  with  one  woman  regardlefs  of  the  rcfl.  A  fair 
Circaffian  long  had  held  his  heart,  the  beft  affedions  of  which  were 
at  her  death  tranfmittcd  to  her  fbn,  who  enjoyed  all  his  father  s  fbnd- 
nefs,  till  a  European  captive,  Rofa  by  name,  in  Turkey  Roxolana, 
feized  on  his  fancy,  and  by  a  thoufand  wiles  won  him  to  wed,  and 
crown  her  emprefs,  an  aft  fb  ftrange,  unufual  and  unpopular,  that 
none  but  Solyman  durft  have  ventured  on  it.  Self-admiration  caufes 
many  men  and  many  women  too,  to  think  themfclves  more  favourites 
with  their  princes  than  they  are.  Wolfey  and  Irene  had  doubtlefs  in* 
dulged  themfelves  oft  in  imagining  how  the  fond  tyrants  would  refufc 
them  nothing,  and  yet  'tis  plain  they  had  no  influence  at  aU\  nor  ever 
could  have  made  their  mailers  ftir  a  ftep,  on  any  road  they  did  not  like 
to  move  in.  So  'twas  with  EfTex  and  Elizabeth,  but  Roxolana  was 
a  real  favourite :  and  drew  on  the  firft  prince  and  hero  upon  earth  to 
do  an  aft  himielf  and  all  his  fubjefts  difapproved,  break  cvfery  law  of 
cuftom  and  of  nature,  marry  his  Have  and  feat  her  on  a  throne,  whence 
fbt  commanded  the  immediate  death  of  haplefs  Muftapha  till  then  ^ 
loTcd,  that  hy  theft  means  her  own  fon  might  fucceed  to  cnlpiyc..  This 
VoLc  IL  R  youi^ 
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-Young  princelived  at  a  diftance  from  his  fathcr^s  court,  ivith  an  old 
bafla,  to  whom  Solyman  had  given  him  in  charge  for  education ; 
there,  being  fixteen  years  old,  he  dreamed  one  night  that  Mahomet,  the 
prophet  he  adored,  fpoke  to  him  perfonally  ;  calHng  him  to  Paradifc, 
?ind  while  he  was  relating  to  his  tutor  the  impreflion,  pleafmg  though 
painful,  that  the  vifion  made  on  him,  came  miflives  from  Conftanti- 
nople  requiring  his  prefence.  Old  Alibcg  who  knew  tlie  certain  tenor 
offuch  an  embafly,  fainted  with  afflid:ion;  but'  Muftapha  demanded 
but  to^t'^  his  father,  fcarlefs  of  what  might  follow.  He  faw  Solyman, 
and  the  bow-ftring  at  the  fame  moment,  and  but  for  a  moment.  Re- 
lentlefs  Roxolana  had  aflured  the  Sultan  that  this  young  man's  life  was 
not  confident  with  his  fafety  or  the  ftatc's,  he  was  extinguiflied,  and 
young  Selim  then  could  fear  no  rival  in  his  parent's  favour.  The 
Janiflaries  growled,  but  Solyman  knew  how  to  awe,  and  Selim  how 
to  court  them.  New  wars  were  undertaken,  and  Muftapha  forgot. 
The  fair  apoftate  adlcd  as  regent  while  her  hujband  wxnt  out  to  con- 
quer, and  the  world  recognized  for  ruler  of  the  caft  a  low-born  Ruf- 
fian Have.  Old  age  and  death  alone  parted  the  union  between  her  and 
Solyman,  who  never  fufFered  his  feraglio  doors  to  be  opened  more  dur- 
ing her  life,  which  laftcd  till  feventy- two  years  old.  The  Sultan  fol- 
lowed her  in  four  years  more,  dying  as  he  had  chiefly  lived,  in  camp 
before  the  town  of  Sigeth  in  Hungary,  A.  D.  1500,  after  having 
reigned  forty-five  years,  and  his  fon  not  contented,  fays  Sagredo,  that 
all  mankind  fliould  weep  his  gallant  father,  caufed  his  fine  horfes  to 
fnufFup  a  powder  which  made  them  weep  likewile.  It  was  to  this  young 
Sultan,  that  a  Chriftian  offered  the  head  of  Maximilian,  fbn  to  Fcrdi- 
nand.  The  Turk  put  this  affafTm  into  a  hoglhead  or  barrel  ftuck  with 
nails,  and  fent  him  to  the  German  kingy  fo  he  now  called  the  Emperor, 
who  inftantly  defired  peace,  and  Selim  gave  himielf  up  at  home  to 
fenfual  pleafures.  Pial  BaiTa  was  fent  to  Cyprus,  whence  to  bring  fpeci- 
xncns  of  frefh  excitements  to  yet  untried  voluptuoufnefs.  The  place  pro- 
duced all  that  old  poem^  had  bequeathed  to  famc^  all.  that  more  modera 
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Jiuniry  could  wifli.  The  Ihlp  was  moored  whicK  had  on  hcfard  thcfc 
Tareties;  her  freight  was  beauty  to  delight  the  eyes  of  youth,  and  fpoils  to 
ilimulate  the  avarice  of  age.  One  barrel  of  gunpowder  prote<fted  and 
polluted  the  gay  vciTel,  and  one  noble  dame  on  board  having  difcerned 
it,  juft  as  they  touched  the  Ihore  when  all  hands  were  employed, 
lighted  a  match,^  and  calling  her  companions  round  :  Now,  Chriftians, 
females,  friends,  Ihe  cried  aloud,  we  all  die  free  at  laft.  With  thefe  bold 
words  the  long-premeditated  explolion  burft:  which  hindered  anymore 
from  b^ng  heard,  and  Turkifli  mariners  alone  efcaping,  told  the  true 
tale  and  called  her  a.Venetian.  This  was  perhaps,  in  Selim's  opinion,  the 
moft  ftriking  event  in  Selim*s  reign,  who  left  to  Amurath  his  eldeft  foni 
an  empire  unimpaired,  but  iuch  ill  health  as  any  leiTer  courage  could 
not  have  ftruggled  with,  being  for  nineteen  years  fo  tortured  with  the 
ftone,  that  much  of  peribnal  prowefs  could  not  be  hoped  from  hstn, 
and  the  great  battle  of  Lepanto,  gained  from  his  predeceflbr,  put  the 
Europeans  in  good  heart,  though  Selim  faid  of  it  and  not  unjuftly, 
when  he  was  told' how  Doria  had  deftroyed  all  his  fleet :  "  I'm  lorry 
*^  for  it ;  I  lay  Tm  forry  for  it,  but  having  faid  fo,  fure  IVe  faid  enough : 
^'  becaufe  when  all  is  done,  the  lofs  is  but  as  of  my  beard,  which  if  I 
'^  cut  to-day,  'twill  grow  again :  but  when  the  Chriftian  kings  loft 
*^  Cyprus  by  valour  of  my  tmfty  flaves  and  baffas,  it  was  as  though  they 
"  loft  an  arm  I  think,  for  to  their  lide  it  grows  no  more  for  certain." 
Brave  Amurath  was  not  dilpofed  to  dilgrace  his  noble  origin,  but  his 
bad  health  obliged  him  to  keep  peace  a  little,  and  the  Venetians' 
ftrange  behaviour  would  have  obliged  any  Ibvereign  to  make  war. 
'Twas  in  this  reign  I  fear,  that  Peter  Emo  took  a  Ihip  in  which  was 
the  widow  of  Ramadin  Bafla,  governor  of  Tripoli,  a  Mahometan  prin- 
cefs,  with  her  train,  and  800,000  crowns.  The  commander  feized 
upon  the  Ipoil,  murdered  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  in  cold  blood, 
among  whom  was  the  widow's  only  fon,,  whofe  life  flie  vainly  begged 
upon  her  knees :  while  forty  waiting  women  who  attended  her  were 
violated,  ftranglcd,  and  thrown  into  the  fea.     The  republick  wiflied 

.   R  2  indeed 
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indeed  to  appeafe  Amuradi^s  refentment,  and  waih  away  in  £mo*tf 
forfeit  blood,  all  memory  of  ilich  an  outrage,  but  hiftory  records,  and 
Retro/pt£lhH  cant  efcape  it :  RamaJins  widow  leaped  into  thefea. 

This  Sultan  Ihowed  much  more  refped  to  our  ifland  than  to  any 
other  Chriftian  potentates  ;  his  letter  to  Elizabeth,  preferred  hj 
Knollys,  is  curious  to  a  modem  reader.  ''  Moft  honourable  matron 
^*  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  mirror  of  chaftity  adorned  with  brightnefs, 
««  and  of  ibvereign  power  among  the  people  which  ferve  and  praifc 
**  Jefus ;  miftreis  of  kingdoms  and  reputed  of  great  majefty,  Eliza* 
''  beth  queen  of  England,  to  whom  Amurath,  Ottoman  Emperor  of 
**  the  caftem  world,  wiihes  a  happy  reign,"  is  the  fupcrfcription.  The 
contents  are  ccmceming  Philip  the  &cond*s  armada,  and  full  of  good 
intentions  towards  our  country,  which  mourned  its  incomparable  mif- 
trcfs  about  the  fame  time  that  Amurath*s  deceaie  produced  the  boaft* 
ful  verlb  ieton  his  tomb,  lOoo. 

Me  tumidum  fortuna  tumens  erexit  in  altum, 
£t  par  fortuna  mens  mea  femper  erat. 

The  death  of  thefe  fbvereigns  mark  the  end  of  the  century,  and 
Guthrie  fays,  that  till  their  reign  the  Turks  had  always  coniidcred 
England  to  be  a  province  or  tributary  realm  to  France.  If  fo,  Eliza- 
beth fcems  to  have  enlightened  them ;  but  the  fa<ft  is  very  difficult  to 
credit ;  Solyman  and  Mahomet  II.,  before  his  time,  muft  have  known 
better  concerning  the  ftate  of  Europe. 


CHAP. 
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COAF.  VII. 


ITALY,  GERMANY,  SPAIN,  ENGLAND,  FRANCE,  and  the  NOTRH. 


PROGRESS  OF  REFORMATION. 


FROM  A.D.  1550  TO  I6OO. 


EUROPE  fecms  to  have  been,  in  the  year  1550,  pretty  well  pcr- 
fuaded  as  to  the  neceffity  of  reform,  and  doubtful  only  how 
much  was  to  be  done :  as  Germany  was  the  original  focus  of  dif- 
fention,  Italy  was  looked  to  now  for  provocations,  and  a  bad  pope  was 
deiired  by  the  enemies  of  Rome  with  much  more  eameftnefs  than  its 
inhabitants  contended  for  a  good  one.  J.  Maria  Giocci  was  bad 
enough.  Reginald  Pole,  coufin  to  Henry  the  feventh  of  England,  and 
firm  adherent  to  his  eldeft  daughter,  was  their  firft  choice,  but  having 
been  elefted  in  the  night,  he  fent  a  requeft  that  the  conclave  would 
confirm  his  eleAion  by  day,  as  he  detefled  deeds  of  darknefs :  this 
they  rciented ;  and  haftily  threw  the  mantle  on  young  Cardinal  dc 
Montc>  who  took  the  warlike  name  of  Julius  III.  although  him&If  a 
mere  voluptuary,  of  whom  one  reads  nothing  but  that  he  made  his 
monkey's  keeper  a  cardinal,  to  the  no  fmall  ofifence  of  the  college, 
who  exclaimed  that  the  new  dignitary  poiTefifed  neither  virtue  nor ' 
learning.  *'  Why,  I  pray,  for  which  of  wj^jrirtucs  was  I  promoted  ?*^ 
laid  the  ihamelefs  Pontiff*  *'  Come,  come,  we  know  each  other,  and 
''  fhpuld  tell  no  tales." — "  My  Innocent,  the  lad  who  looked  to  his 
**  menagerie/ will  make  as  good  a  cardinal  as  any  of  us.'*  A  daring 
bla^hemy  is  likewifc  related  of  this  Pope,  which  Henri  Btknne  attri- 
butes 
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butts  to  Leo  X.  how  he  faid  among  his  friends  and  favourites,  '^  This 
*'  fable  about  Jcfus  Chrift  has  anfvvered  pretty  well  to  us,  hah  '/'  If 
true  the  talc,  I  hope  'twas  Julius  made  the  horrid  fpeech :  his  religion 
was  then  worthy  his  morality.  An  irreproachable  charader,  Mar- 
cellus  by  name,  fuccecded,  but  lived  fcarce  a  month  after  his  eledion, 
and  Paul  IV,  haughty  and  impetuous,  reigned  in  his  {lead.  The 
people,  hafty  as  their  fovcreign,  fct  up  his  ftatuc  the'firft  year,  broke 
it  the  fccond,  and  flung  it;  into  Tybcr.  He  quarrelled  both  with 
France  and  Auftria  for  relaxing  of  their  perfecutions  againft  Luther- 
anifm,  w  hich  he  vainly  hoped,  w  ith  the  duke  d* Alva's  help,  to  extirpate 
by  main  force :  but  feeing  protedlion  granted  to  the  Colonnas,  he  be- 
came quite  outrageous.  ''Tis  recorded  however,  that  this  primate's  fe- 
vcrities  fell  heavy  even  upon  his  own  ncareft  kinfmen,  when  accufed 
of  vices  that  difgraced  their  ftations  or  their  calling.  His  death  called 
Pius  IV.  to  the  chair,  who  fummoned  the  famous  calviniftic  queen, 
Joan  d'Albret  de  Navarre,  to  appear  before  the  inquifitorial  tribunal 
at  Rome  ;  but  Charles  IX.  of  France  would  not,  though  bigotted, 
permit  this  infult,  as  he  deemed  it,  to  a  widowM  mother  of  princes 
boafting  his  blood  royal,  and  the  profecution  was  dropped  accordingly. 
Maximilian  the  emperor  next  be^cd  his  Holinefs  to  take  off  from  his 
German  clergy  the  vows  of  celibacy,  and  grant  the  |euchariftic  cup 
to  all  communicants — two  things  repugnant  to  that  new  fymbol  of 
belief  which  he  had  publiflied,  and  which  is  known  by  name  of 
Pope  PiuS's  creed,  fandioned  by  the  Council  of  Trent,  held  under, 
and  new  opened  by  diflblutc  Julius,  his  anti-predeceflbr.  The  cup 
was  obtained  however,  for  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  and  the  Pope  died 
of  vexation.  His  fucceflbr  was  of  the  fame  temper,  and  a  more  vio- 
lent perfecutor  ftill ;  fo  tkat  whatever  Paul  IV.  did,  fecms  loft  in  the 
fe verities  of  Pius  V.  who  burned  his  own  beft  fubjeds,  fteady  Catho- 
licks,  Caraefecchi  and  Palearius,  one  a  noble  Tufcan,  the  other  an 
author,  9nly  for  faying  that  the  Lutherans  were  in  fome  points  excufeahJe. 
It  was  in  this  pontificate  the  battle  of  Lcpanto  was  gained,  and 

our 
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our  Elizabetli  formally  excommunicated  :  and  it  was  this  cruel-hearted 
fovereign  who  beftowcd  upon  the  due  d' Alva  a  rich  fwotd  and  belt/ 
with  thanks  for  fuch  conduft  in  the  I^w .Countries  as  would  have 
graced  a  campaign  made  by  Caracalla.    Without  encouragement  frorr> 
Pius  V.  Charles  the  the  ninth  of  France  would  never  have  brought  his 
confcience  to  endure  the  premeditation  of  a  maflacre  which  has  no  ex  • 
ample :  but  the  Pope  died  before  it  was  put  in  execution,  and  was- 
beatified  in  1/12  by  Clement  VIIL     Truth  is  he  led  a  temperate  and 
auftere  life,  and  aded  left  by  paffion  than  by  principle;  be  had  .not 
^  learned  Chrift  as  to  love  his  fellow  fervants.     He  delighted  to  tear 
the  flieep  himfelf,  not  feed  or  fave  them  from  the  wolves.     A  con- 
trary charafter  makes  a  pleafmg  contraft.     Gregory^  the  learned,  the 
gentle,  and  the  grave,  who  gave  up,  with  difintcrcfted  heroifm,  alt 
claim  to  the  kingdom  of  Portugal^  which  the  ilrange  death  or  lofs  at 
leaft  of  Don  Sebaftian  threw  among  three  European  potentates,  as  a 
bone  of  contention.     The  Pope  not  only  declined  all  difpute  concern^ 
ing  it,  but  fent  to  congratulate  his  rival  Philip  upon  the  fuccefs  of  his 
arms  there :  he  fent  no  congratulations,  nor  permitted  any  rejoicings^ 
on  the  maffacre  of  St.  Barthelemi ;  but  intent  upon  reforming  the  old 
Julian  calendar,  made  the  Proteftants  appear  truly  ridiculous  and  con- 
temptible, when  out  of  childifh  fpite  to  Rome,  they  forebore  to  count 
time  by  a  more  commodious  method  than  had  been  till  then  adopted, 
and  fliewed  mankind  that  their  reiearchcs  after  learning  were  prompted 
lefs  by  defire  oi general  benefit  to  the  world,  than  of  freeing  it  from  that 
particular  yoke  which  to  fay  true  had  long  been  both  heavy  and  painfuL 
Inquifitorial  tribunals  were  now  frequent,  and  grew  every  day  more 
ftrift  and  more  ftvere,  as  they  became  more  neceflary  aiixiliaries  to  the 
finking  power  of  the  popedom.     Gray  Venice  refdved  however,  to  ex- 
clude them.     Priuli,  their  doge,  faid,  "What  though  our  republick 
**  has  fuffered  fomewhaijt  in  her  confequence  by  the  Ligue  de  Cambray 
^  made  in  1508,.  and  Ibmewhat  in  her  wealth  too^  by  thefe  new  dif- 

t^  covcries,  let  us  not  be  fapp'd  a&  well  as  battered ;  kt  us  keep  liberty 

"at 
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*'  at  home  at  Icaft — and  to  fecurc  it,  fuori  i  preti^f    The  greatdl 
name  perhaps  of  tfiat  profcflion  which  in  1580  adorned  the  papal 
chair,  had  been  the  very  man  named  as  inquifitor  over  that  jealous 
ftate,  tenacious  ever  of  its  independence :  but  Padre  Montalto,  after- 
wards Scxtus  V.  knew  the  world  too  well ;  /and  Retrojpe^lon  {tcs  him 
flying  from  their  territories  with  precipi^tion,  as  though  he  had  put 
St.  Mark*s  wings  to  his  feet ;  for  havii>g  made  a  vow  (fays  he  laugh- 
ing) to  become  pope  at  Rome,  **  it  did  not  fuit  me,  you  fee,  good 
**  friends,  to  ftay  and  be  hanged  at  Venice."   The  advancement  of  this 
lingular  genius  to  the  fovereignty  was  marked  with  many  peculiarities; 
and  the  apparent  defignation  of  him  by  Providence  to  thofe  high  dig« 
nities  he  had  ^  defiredi  and  which  he  beca^  fo  well,  is  yet  fcarcely 
forgotten  among  us,  though  two  fo  buiy  centuries^have  xiapled  fmcc 
he  wore  them.     It  was  his  delight  to  imprefs  that  defignation  on 
melius  minds.     ^'  Whenever  I  played  at  back-gammon,"  faid  he,  *^Jix 
*'  ctnq  was  always  furc  to  win  the  game."     He  was  fbn  to  Perrctti,  a 
tumed-oflf  footman  of  the  Famefe  houfe,  who  married  one  of  the 
maids,  and  lived  at  foot  of  Monte  Alto,  where  that  extraordinary  ion 
was  bom  to  them  on  the  day  Charles  V.  was  crowned  emperor. 
**  We  ict  out  together,"  faid  Sextus  V.  often ;  **  but  fortune  fet  me 
*'  to  keep  pigs,  when  I  wanted  to  be  driving  more  rational,  though 
*^  not  lels  obflinate  animals."      The  truth  was,  Tarli,  the  famous 
preacher,  going  to  a  wedding  in  that  neighbourhood  one  day,  faw  this 
lad  keep  on  crying  while  every  one  elfe  feemed  happy.     '*  What  dofl 
-*  cry  for  fo,  child  ?"  fays  Tarli,  «'  tell  mc."— **  I  cry,"  replies  little 
Peretti,  *'  bccaufe  God  gave  me  a  heart  to  be  a  great  man,  and  I  am 
but  a  poor  boy."^ — "  Wilt  thou  fhidy  and  be  good,  and  leam  to  be 
a  great  man?"  fays  the  preacher. — '*  Yes  that  I  will,  and  keep  pigs 
no  more,  but  turn  friar." — "  Friars  arc  always  poor,  my  child,^ 
anfwered  Tarli ;  '« thofc  who  defpifc  poverty  mufl  not  be  firiars." 
•'  Well !  ril  go  thrwgh  poverty  then,*'  replies  the  lad,  *'  as  you  go 
w  throu^b  purgatory-^but  TU  come  out  a  great  man."'-^'*  And  fo  thou 

*«wilt, 
•  Out  with  tliepiicili. 
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*'  wilt,  I  am  fure,'*  exclaims  the  ecclciiafttck,  turning  to  his  compa- 
nion Sellcri,  who  laughed,  but  faid,  '*  Shew  us  the  road  to  fuch  a 
'*  town,  child,  and  don't  cry  any  more.'*  The  boy  ran  before  them 
without  fhoes,  nor  could  threats  or  perfuaiions  drive  him  back  from 
their  convent,  where  they  clothed  and  taught  him  ;  till  fuch  were  his 
acquirements,  and  fuch  his  proficiency,  that  the  fuperiors  counted  him 
a  prodigy  of  early  fcience,  and  his  protc(5lor  Tarli,  on  his  death-bed, 
prelTed  his  hand,  faying,  "  I  grieve,  dear  Farlix,  I  can  live  no  longer 
*'  to  witnefs  your  felicity  and  fame.  You  will  be  Pope,  I'm  fure  you 
*^  will."  *'  And  from  that  day,"  fays  Sextus,  ^'  Irefolved  mitT  When 
fettled  in  the  feat  that  he  was  born  for,  he  relaxed  not  from  ftudy,  nor 
ftained  his  charafter  with  vice  or  folly ;  but  in  five  years  contributed, 
fays  Zimmerman,  more  to  the  embcUifliment  of  modem  Rome  than 
Auguftus  Caefar  did  to  ancient  Rome  in  40.  The  immenfe  hofpital, 
the  four  fine  obelifks,  the  water-work  where  he  employed  four  thou- 
sand workmen,  the  improvements  in  the  library,  the  ftatucs  of  St. 
P?ter  and  St.  Paul,  placed  upon  Antoninc's  and  Trajan's  pillar,  evince 
his  munificent  Ipirit.  The  diftribution-  of  Jiis  time  alone  can  account 
for  the  vaft  works  that  he  performed.  Five  hours  he  allotted  then,  to 
literature,  fevcn  to  the  cares  of  ftate,  two  to  his  private  devotions,  four 
to  convivial  recreation  and  fociety — the  reft  to  fleep.  When  fomo 
of  his  counfellors  grieved  to  fee  the  Bible  tranflated  into  Italian^— 
^'  Oh,  it  will  fave  thofe  nohle  fouls ,'  faid  he,  "who  take  no  pains  to 
"  learn  Latin  like  the  hereticks."  Some  years  before,  in  faft,  when 
Calvin  died,  they  were  afraid  of  fending  Montalto  legate  to  Geneva, 
left  he  fhould  fet  up  an  independent  fedl.  But  though,  befidcs  all  his 
publick  works^  he  daily  maintained  three  hundred  poor  out  of  his  privy 
purfe,  at  his  demife  the  publick  coffers  wenc  left  fuller  than  they  had 
been  by  any  Chriflian  fbvereign:  "  and  this,"  fays  he,  '*  might  any 
man  do,  who  fet  his  face  againft  vice,  the  great  devourer  of  money, 
time  and  fame."  His  only  fifter,  Camilla,  was  called  into  notice, 
hor  children  were  brought  forward  on  every  occafion,  and  nothing 
pleafed  him  more  than  attentions  paid  to  them.  Yet  although  Philip  II. 
Vol.  II.  S  fent 
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fent  jewels   of  enormous   value   to  his  niece  when  llie  cfpoufcd  the 
young  Colonna,  nothing  could  cure  his  hatred  of  the  Spaniards;  and 
when  bigotted    Olivarez,    their  ambaflador,  expreflcd  his  affliAion 
that  his  Holinefs  had  permitted  a  tranflation  of  Holy  Writ ;  the  Pope 
fitting  profoundly  filent,  Olivarez  obferved  it,  and  afked,    **  what  em- 
**  ployed  his  mind   {09  and  kept  it  from  attending  ?" — **  I  was  juft 
*'  thinking,  iir,"  replied  Sextus,  **  which  of  thefe  windows  your  Excel- 
^'  lency  might  be  thrown  out  of,  that  fb  with  the  feweft  bones  broken, 
'*  you  might  learn  to  addrefs  Romes  mqfier  and  your  own  with  more 
^*  refpeft/*    **  Thefe  Spaniards,*'  faid  he  afterwards,  "  will  poifon  me, 
**  I  know  they  will."     And  fo  he  thought  they  did  at  laft :  but  like 
Flavius  Vefpafian,  his  model  in  many  things,  he  laboured  for  Rome's 
welfare  to  the  very  limits  of  temporal  exiftcnce ;  and  then  calling  Cj/^ 
tagna,  his  old  friend,  clofe  to  him,  "  After  pears,''*  fays  he,  "  come 
'*  chefnutSy  you  know ;  and  do  not,  dear  Moniignore,  keep  fretting  fo 
"  about  thefe  hereticks  when  you  fucceed  me,  as  I  am  confident  you; 
^*  will,  but  remember  'tis  the  convcrfion,  not  death  of  linners  which 
^'  God  requires.'*     Cajiagna  did  fucceed  Peretti,  but  lived  rwt  to  obey 
him.     The  Sfoaderati  Pope,   Gregory  the  fourteenth,  cut  from  his 
dying  mother,  a  noble  Cremoncfe,  by  the  Caefarian  operation,  furvived 
them  not  a  year.     Innocent  IX.  reigned  but  fevea.  weeks  ;  and  Cle- 
ment the  eighth's,  pontificate,  was  left  to  clofe  the  century  with  a  mag- 
uificcnt  jubilee  caufed  by  the  converfion,  and  adorned  by  the  abiblu- 
tion  of  Henry  IV. 

Our  RetroJpe£iion  mud  now  be  fliifted  quick  to  Germany,  where  the 
Reformers  had  been  long  fmce  reinforced  by  John  Calvin,  a  Noyonnefo 
by  birth ;  but  France  proving  no  fafe  aiylum,  he  removed  to  Switzer^ 
land,  and  as  the  mode  of  the  day  was,  formed  a  fort  of  creed  and 
catechifm  of  his  own^  andwas  foon  jeftingly,  butjuftly  enough  termed- 
the  Pope  of  Geneva ;  where  he  made  his  opinions  fcrve  as  a  criterion 
qf  JMCcflity,   if  not  infallibility,  and   burned  Servetus  for  diflcnting 

•^  Peretti  mijws  little  pears  in  Italian,  and  Caftagni  means  chcfnuts. 
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from  them.  The  magiftratcs  of  the  city  indeed  gave  confent,  yet  if 
the  man  defended  death  for  denying  his  Saviour's  divinity,  how  far 
jCalvin  had  acquired  the  right  to  inflift  it,  a  death  fo  dreadful  too,  better 
controvertifts  than  I  muft  decide.  He  lived  about  twelve  years  after, 
greatly  refpedled  notwithftanding,  having  furvived  Melancthon  but  a 
Ihort  time.  Luther,  whom  they  both  fo  honoured,  and  in  fome  refpcAs 
fo  ftridlly  followed,  had  long  left  the  ftage  of  ftruggle  to  them,  and 
though  he  held  his  own  opinions  firm,  condemned  not  theirs.  Calvin 
lies  nobly  interred  in  his  own  church  at  Geneva.  Humble  Melancthon 
with  his  laft  breath , begged  to  be  laid  at  Martin  Luther's  feet.  He  fet 
up  no  feparation,  he  made  no  new  creed,  his  ftudy  was  peace ;  but  like 
King  David,  when  he  ipoke  to  them  thereof,  they  made  them  ready 
to  battle.  A  death  ferene,  a  countenance  beaming  with  hope,  bore  wit- 
nefs  to  his  purity  and  truth  :  the  night  of  his  departure,  the  twentieth 
of  April,  150o,  he  drew  up  four  reafons  why  he  longed  to  leave  this 
world.  Firft :  That  he  fhould  be  no  more  tempted  to  fin,  he  faid. 
Secondly  :  That  he  ihould  look  on  his  Redeemer.  Thu-dly :  That  he 
ihould  learn  to  comprehend  the  myflick  union  of  God  and  man  in 
the  facred  perfon  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl:.  And  fourthly  :  That  he 
ihould  be  plagued  no  more  with  theological  difputes.  Such  was  the 
favourite  difciple  of  Luther,  and  fiich  the  man  whofe  laboured  eulo- 
gium  was  the  work  of  Bojfuet.  A  life  apparently  of  far  lels  conic- 
quence  ilept  a  ihort  time  before  him  from  this  ilage  of  bufinds  and  of 
indolence,  this  theatre  of  aftive  virtue  and  of  ienieleis  apathy.  Jeanne 
la  Folle  ever  incapable  to  do  any  thing  herfelf,  except  watch  the  dead 
body  of  her  handfome  huiband,  for  whom  her  jealous  paifion  con- 
tinued in  full  force  fourteen  years  after  his  demiie,  had  prevented  (by 
living  fuch  a  length  of  time)  her  fon  Charles  the  fifth  from  quitting 
the  thrones  and  powers  he  had  once  {6  fought,  and  now  fo  earneftly 
defired  to  get  rid  of.  When  however  there  was  no  danger  of  leaving 
Spain  to  the  caprices  of  crazy  Joanna,  he  called  a  meeting  of  the 
ilates,  and  gracefully  enumerating  the  difficulties  he  had  endured  for 

S  2  his 
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his  fubjeds,  the  battles  won,  the  provinces  iaved  under  his  adminifira^ 
tion,  and  the  defire  he  now  felt  to  expiate  in  fccret  whatever  he  might 
have  been  led  to  do  amifs,  he  haftened  to  inveft  his  fbn  Philip  with  his 
dignities,  and  tortured  by  a  painful  and  inveterate  difeafe,  ibught  iud* 
dcnly  to  bury  in  the  filent  Ihadcs  of  monaftick  retirement  that  buiy 
genius,  that  once  ambitious  fpirit,  which  had  for  half  a  century  or 
more  controlled  the  many,  and  abaflied  the  wife.*  He  quitted  Spain, 
and  Germany,  and  royalty,  the  laurels  of  glory,  and  the  mines  of 
Mexico,  requiring  only  a  imall  penilon  from  his  fon,  which  Philip  for 
the  firft  half  year  forgot  to  pay.  This  monarch  had  been  always  un» 
lucky  in  his  very  near  conne^ons ;  his  mother  mad,  his  aunts  iU« 
treated,  his  iifler  miferable,  and  his  fon  ungrateful. 

But  in  the  cell  all  (<htows  are  forgotten, 
Ttere  love  and  friendfliip  ccofe. 

As  for  unfeeling  Philip,  he  ieems  to  have  attraAed  af&<5Uon  by 
the  very  means  another  man  repels  it.  Charles  always  admired  his 
haughty  manners,  while  his  wife,  fanguinary  Mary  of  England^  doated 
on  him  ;  and  had  not  her  folly  been  diverted  into  a  current  ftill  more 
hateful,  by  the  zeal  for  re-eftablifhing  Popery  among  us,  (he  might 
have  paiied  her  time  Itke  poor  Joanna,  in  watching  him  when  dead, 
kft  any  woman  but  hcrfelf  (hould  touch  his  corpfc.  As  *twas  how^ 
ever,  a  murmuring  people,  a  difdainful  fpoufe,  an  unfuccefsful  war, 
and  barren  bed,  combined  to  break  her  heart,  and  make  of  him  once 
more  a  youthful  widower.  The  firft  wife  left  him  a  fon  Don  Carlos, 
whom  'twas  (uppofcd  .the  parent  prince,  alike  callous  to  every  fcnti- 
ment  of  foftncfs,  ordered  to  be  taken  off  by  poifon :  certain  *tis,  he 
married  Ifabella  of  France,  that  young  man's  promifed  bride.  Unna- 
tural and  crael  in  every  relation  of  life,  this  Philip  was  on  om  occafion^ 

♦  The  following  anecdote  is  fometln^es  related  to  prove  that  mi  unquiet  teoper  will 
never  ceafe  tormenting  itfelf  and  others . 

«•  Thou  haft  difturbed  the  world  long  enough,  good  brother,"  faid  a  rengieuxr 
whom  restlefs  Charles  had  waked  one  morning  in  the  convent  before  the  hour :  •*  let 
^  ttspoor  fellows  alone,  I  pray  thee,  who  like  thyfclf  have  forfaken  it*** 
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a  philofbpher.     When  in  revenge  for  the  infults  which  his  iquftdron 
received  when  brave  Sir  William  Monfbn  brought  him  ever  t9  many 
our  queen  of  England^  he  fet  on  foot  againft  her  iuccdSbr  tb«  formi- 
dable Armada  ib  much  talked  o(,  while  Europe  hung  iiiipeoded  on  th  e 
proJeA ;  a  fudden  and  fevere  train  of  accidents  rendered  it  abortivCf 
and  none  but  the  king^s  fool  dared  tell  him  tl^e  difaftrous  talc*    ^' Well ! 
<'  but/*  fays  Philip,  'M  did  not  fend  the  fleet  out  to  combat  againft 
*'  winds  and  waves/*     *Twa8  he,  however,  fent  the  duke  D'AIva  to 
combat  againft  Chriilians  of  every  denomination  exoqit  Mr,  and  that 
ivith  fury  and  religious  rage  imequalled,  unlefs  in  the  records  of  pagan 
Iperfecution.  This  hot-headed  nobleman  made  a  vow  to  his  fair  miftrefs^ 
that  he  would  extirpate  Proteftantifm  with  fire  and  fword.     He  ex- 
tinguiihed  life  in  thoufands  ;  but  his  cruelties  confirmed  the  cauic  he 
fought  to  ruin.     With  the  fine  helmet  ioit  by  Rome  he  warded  off* 
fbme  Mows,  and  with  the  gauntlets  formeriy  blefl  by  her  inexorable 
Sovereign  Pius  V.,  he  certainly  did  cruih  countlefs  multitudes  of  Cal- 
vinifts  and  low  chiurch  profeflbrs  of  ChriiHanity,  who  perifhed  call- 
ing on  the  name  of  Jefus.     But  Heaven  frufbated  thefe  fieroe  intenti, 
and  turned  the  ianguine  jQnream  into  a  fertilizing  power,  which  filled 
whole  provinces  widi  juft  abhorrence  of  the  Roman  yoke.     In  1670 
the  ftates  o(  Holland'haifing  rerolted  againft  Philip,  and  he  to  punifh 
them,  having  commenced  a  perieeution  little  inferior  to  tbofe  of  Deci\is 
or  of  Dioclcfian,  they  rufbed  fi'om   icaSolis  and  afiatfmations  to  the 
fea,  and  fou^t  as  the  Venetians  did,  who  fled  from  Attik,  a  watery  rc^ 
fuge.     Seven  little  provinces  before  the  century  dofed  were  therefore 
feen  fecured  by  dykes  and  ^channels,  in  an  independency  at  firfl  fcaice 
hoped  for,  f^ed  fot  t^ieir  immediate  fupport,  and  traded  to  procure 
bettor  exiibnce  in  time  to  come. 

Piolter  Afchime4es  tervam  pel^iOie  mpveK, 
^quora  qui  potuit  M^re  qoh  minus  eft* 


A  fag^  of  ol4  bo^il^d  to  move  the  nrAt 
Thofe  who  could  flop  the  fea  were  no  lefi  worth* 


Philip 
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Philip,  now  maftcr  of  Portugal  however,  foon  (hut  hi3  ports  againft 
thcfe  new  republicans  ;  and  they  in  return  tried  to  ruin  his  new  fub- 
jc4fts  in  Eaft  India.  Cornelius  Houtman,  a  debtor  detained  at  Lif- 
bon,  (hewed  them  the  way,  and  touching  firft  at  the  Maldivia  and 
Sunda  iflcs,  fixed  his  firm  colony  at  Java,  Ypite  of  obftrudions  from 
the  Pbrtugueze;  and  the  great  city  founded  there  gives,  whilft  I 
write,  its  name  to  the  parent  provinces,  which,  no  longer  Holland, 
fubmitted  in  the  year  1 7Q<i,  to  accept  from  France  the  name  of  the 
Batavian  commonwealth.  ,  How  would  the  Prince  of  Orange  have  ab- 
horred that  thought  ?  He  on  whpfe  arm  Charles  V.  leaned  while  pro- 
nouncing his  heroick  abdication — he  whofe  apology  charges  Philip 
with  murder  in  the  death  of  his  third  queen  Ifabelle,  and  incefl:  in  his 
fourth  marriage  with  a  daughter  of  Majdmilian,  his  own  nephew,  by 
Mary  his  own  iifter,  empre(s  of  Germany,  daughter  to  Charles  V. 
In  the  laft  year  of  the  iizteenth  century  however,  his  (on  by  that  lady 
fucceeded  him,  Philip  the  third.  The  whole  family  were  alike  bi- 
gots to  the  eftablidiment  of  that  fatal  inquifition  firft  introduced  by 
their  great  anceftors  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella. 

The  duche(s  of  Parma,  daughter  of  Charles  V.  drove  Flanders  into 
a  rebellion  by  endeavouring  to  force  it  on  thofe  (ubjeds  during  her 
regency ;  and  Jeanne  la  Folic  could  never  be  waked  to  conicioufne(s, 
except  once  after  her  hu(band*s  death,  and  that  was  when  they  told 
her  that  the  inqui(ition  was  likely  to  be  aboli(hed.  Mary  of  England 
ieemed  to  have  had  no  folace,  except  in  figning  the  condemnation  of 
liereticks  to  the  flames ;  and  Toledo  due  d* Alva,  fuppofed  a  natural  (on 
<^  the  fame  hou(e,  had  the  fame  prejudices.  The  Italians  con(idered 
that  man  as  a  coward,  it  appears,  by  an  old  manufcript  in  the  Badoera 
family,  which  calls  him  capitano  generale  in  tempo  di  pace,  maggior- 
domo  maggiore  di  S.  M.  in  tempo  di  guerra.  Serbellone  and  he  agreed 
however,  to  cut  the  holy  Bible  into  (lips  of  parchment,  and  lard  the 
living  thighs  of  Proteftants  with  the  pieces,  as  a  punifhment  for  their 
xefolution  not  to  prefer  the  word  of  man  to  that  of  God.    His  death 

and 
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and  that  of  his  mafter  were  painful  and  flow>  and  afforded  time  for  re- 
pentance.    Philip  infiftcd  on  feeing  his  own  funeral  performed,  and 
expired  with  the  coffin  in  the  room,  a  few  months  before  the  edift  of 
Nantes  was  publifhed  for  free  toleration  of  Proteftants  in  France  ;  a 
proof  that  all   his  impious  pains  to  exterminate  'em  were  vain,,  and 
every  way  fuccefslefs^      Germany  meanwhile,  her  darling  emperor 
gone,  accepted  of  his  brother  Ferdinand,  a  quiet  charafter,  who  made 
peace  with  the  Reformers,  and  truce  of  eight  years  alfo  with  the  Turks ; 
faid  thofc  were  the  beft  princes  who  made  the  leafl  buftlc,  and,  careful 
to  make  none '  himfelf,  entailed  the  fucceffion  (if  Maximilian  fhould 
leave  no  iflfue  male)  upon  the  fons  of  his  own  daughters,  fiflers  to  that 
young  king  of  the  Romans:  and  'tis  obfervable  that  this  manner  of 
difpofmg  things  gave  (almofl  in  our  own  day)  pretenfion  to  the  houfc 
of  Bavaria  for  the  empire  againfl  the  hufband  of  Maria  Therefa.  Maxi- 
mihan  IL  however  had  fbns,  notwithflanding  which  he  was  contented 
to  lofe  the  crown  of  Poland  by  neglecft,  and  fufFered  the  Ottomans  to 
brave  him  at  Zigeti,  or  Ziketi,  where  Solyman  the  Magnificent  lofl 
bis  life.     If  its  inhabitants  were  indeed,  as  antiquaries  tell,  the  true 
defcendants  of  thofe  argonauts  who  followed  Jafbn,  or  of  the  Phthiotes 
who  accompanied  Achilles  to  the  fiege  of  Troy,  they  needed  not  con^ 
lider  their  walls  as  degraded  when  fuch  a  warrior  fell  before  them. 
Poor  Maximilian  acknowledged  his  own  feeblenefs,  which  he  endea- 
voured to  flrengthen  by  marrying  one  of  his  daughters  to  Philip  IL 
of  Spain,  and  one  to  Henry  II.  of  France,  whilfl  his  eldefb  fon  Ro- 
dolphus,  whofe  long  reign  finifhes  the  century,  pafTed  his  time  be* 
tween  a  laboratory  and  a  riding-houfe,  fb  that  no  care  was  taken  of  the 
flate  at  all>   nor  durfl  his  miniflers  approach  him  when  fo  employed, 
kt  what  would  happen^     One  of  them  indeed,  difguifed  as  a  groom, 
got  admittance  jufl  to  inform  him  of  the  fire  at  Conflantinople,  which 
it   was  hoped  might  flop  the   progrefs  of  young   Amurath,   whofe 
gallant  fpirit,  his  ill  health  then  unknown,  made  Chriflianity  tremble. 
Rodolphus  calmly  bid  him  note  the  chronology  of  fo  curious  an  oc- 
currence^ 


'  f .' 
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currcncc,  and  be  careful  to  ufc  the  new  flylc  introduced  by  Gregory 
the  thirteenth  ;  for  while  this  Emperor  fpent  his  days  in  chcmiftr)-, 
his  nights  were  devoted  to  aftronomical  oblcrvations ;  and  the  ma- 
nege, his  only  exerciic,  filled  up  every  other  paufe  of  exiftencc.* 
That  Venice  was  nearly  depopulated  by  a  peftilcnce,  or  England  threat- 
ened by  a  Spanifh  invafion;  that  one  fovereign  prince  had  been  affafli- 
nated  by  a  Jacobin  friar,  and  another  publickly  beheaded  in  the  realms 
of  a  near  kinfwoman,  to  whom  (he  ran  for  fuccour  from  her  own ; 
affefted  Rodolphus  but  very  little :  his  brother  Matthias,  undertook 
the  defence  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia  from  the  Turkirti  arms,  while  the 
ncccflary  fupplies  were  rai fed  by  a  begging-box  ;  all  which  gave  no 
concern  to  the  Emperor,  who  died  not  till  fixty  years  old,  unacquainted 
with  fome  of  thelc  circumftances,  undifturbed,  and  unmarricd^A.  D. 
1612  ;  Kepler's  Rudolphine  tables  perpetuating  his  memory  as  a  phi- 
lofopher,  while  the  hiftoric  mufe  rejefts  acquaintance  with  fb  bad  a  po- 
litician. But  if  tranquillity  thus  degenerated  into  ftagnation  at  Vienna, 
our  RetroJpeSl  too  long  detained  from  France,  looks  back  thither  to 
the  death  of  all-accomplifhed  Franqois^  htcomparahle  Rot !  when  that 
amiable  prince  however,  who  once  fupported  in  the  hour  of  death 
the  fainting  frame  of  Leonardo  da  Vinci,  expired  himfclf  in  Gtiicciar- 
dini's  arms ;  leaving  fix  millions  prefent  money  in  his  coffer,  and  griev- 
ing only  that  he  had  not  fufficiently  diminiflied  the  neceffary  impofts : 
His  gay  fon  Henry  II,  fucceeded  to  the  throne,  and  fate  on  it  when 
Charles  V.  preffed  by  ill  health,  and  allured  by  admiration  of  his  ion 
Philip's  lofty  demeanour,  yielded  to  him  his  hereditary  dominions. 
Henry  had  no  fuch  efteem  of  him :  he  joined  the  League  of  Protef- 
tants  againft  papal  and  imperial  oppreffion,  although  himfclf  a  Romani/t 
by  principle  ;  but  finding  reafons  to  repent  that  ftep,  made  peace  with 

♦  Over  bis  riding-houfe,  he  wrote  the  word  A.D.S.I.T.  in  capital  letters  thus.  The 

arch-duchefs  Ifabella  explained  it  in  this  manner:  Auftriac^e  Domus  Suus  In/tat  Tu- 

mulus.    She  had  a  notion  Guftarus  Adoiphus  was  the  man  who  was  to  be  the  roin  of 

their  family,  and  (he  Cuided  Rodolpho  had  foiud  it  out  bj  akhemy  or  afirology,  and 

that  he  wrote  thefe  letters  in  that  perfuafion. 

Spain^ 
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Spain,  and  was  accidentally  killed  by  Montgomeii  in  a  tournament 
which  he  gave  in  honour  of  the  marriage  between  Philip  11.  and  Eliza- 
beth or  Ifabella,  Fille  de  Francx  as  ihe  was  called.  He  left  ieven 
children  by  Catherine  de  Medicis,  a  lady  of  boundleis  ambiticm  and 
iplendid  acquirements,  and  Mademotielle  de  Luflan,  who  writes  his 
life,  iays,  lliat  being  wounded  in  the  eye  by  his  antagonift's  lance,  he 
would  not  have  endured  exiftenoe  had  he  efcaped  the  fcvex  caufed  by 
agony,  fo  much  did  he  regard  the  beauty  of  his  perfon,  and  the  Queen's 
alttachpient,  which  he  coniidered  as  depending  on  it.  For  while 
Diana  de  Valentinois  was  his  miftrefs,  and  at  fifty  years  old  poflefied 
his  fondeft  afieAions,  the  fubtle  Florent'me  guided  his  counfels,  * 
and  younger  by  twenty  years  than  her  gay  rival,' held  her  place  Heady 
in  his  true  efteem.  Francis  IL,  her  eldeft  ion,  enjoyed  the  crown  two 
years ;  he  was  hulband  to  our  beautiful  Mary  of  Scotland,  niece  to 
Henry  VIII. ,  and  niece  beiide  to  the  no  lefs  famous  Guifes.  They, 
leagued  with  Italian  Catherine,  planned  the  extirpation  of  Proteftantifm, 
which  certainly  did  loic  its  name  in  France  during  his  reign ;  when 
they  were  firft  called  Huguenots ^  from  St.  Hughes  gate,  in  the  great 
tower  which  ferved  them  as  a  place  of  private  rendezvous.  They 
were,  however,  by  the  furious  zealots  we  have  named,  fbon  routed :  a 
maffacreof  hundreds,  nay  of  thoufands  followed;  and  while  the  Ihricks  of 
females  and  infants  filled  the  air,  unnumbered  bodies  were  thrown  into 
the  water,  till  the  relu6lant  Loire,  faturated  with  humanity,  rolled 
her  choked  waves  more  filcnt  to  the  fea.  Thefe  horrors,  .however, 
fcarcely  could  be  faid  to  taint  the  virtue  of  a  feeble  prince,  not  quite 
eighteen  years  old  when  he  expired,  leaving  his  next  brother  heir  to  a 
throne  he  mounted  at  eleven  years  of  age.  In  evil  hour  for  Protef- 
tants  did  he  ever  mount  it :  they  feem  however  to  have  provoked  both 
Charles  and  the  Queen  Mother  by  unneceflary  and  bitter  railleries. 
The  firft  caricatura  print  we  read  of  was  publilhed  at  Paris  by  the 
Huguenot  party,  reprefenting  a  negotiation  between  the  Devil  and 
Catherine  de  Medicis,  for  the  foul  of  her  fon.  //  mefautfon  ame,  fays 
Vol.  IL  T  the 
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the  firft,  Jhtt  potirvti  qutl  regncy  replies  the  lady.  There  is  fomethtng 
like  this  related  concerning  Nero  and  Agrippina.  True  it  is,  that  ihe 
brought  the  French  king  up  to  cruelty,  and  taught  him  betimes  to 
iport  with  hitman  life.  His  natural  difpofition  was  not  ungenerousv 
yet  have  all  hiiloriatis  configned  him  wilHngly  to  his  fttrchafer  for 
having  at  twenty-ott«  years  old  deliberately  confented  to  the  maiTacrc 
of  St.  BarMlemi,  for  having  added  to  his  confent  a  charge  that  not  ^ne 
fliould  cfcape  to  reproach  him;  and  for  having  fired  at  the  fugitives  for 
Iport  out  of  his  palace  vrindows,  enjoying  their  deaths  as  country  gentle- 
men do  killing  partridges.  Sixty  thouiand  fonh  were  on  that  dreadfol 
day  difrtiifled  to  their  accotmt,  caniihg  the  diveriion  of  the  a)urt  at 
Paris,  the  ilimtiinatioil  of  Madrid  for  joy,  and  the  emigration  of  count- 
lefs  Chriftiaiis  from  a  kingdom  where  innocence  and  age  were  no  fc* 
curity,  and  where  the  knife  was  held  firm  even  to  the  infantas  throat. 
Our  retrojpe&ive  eye  turns  not  unvt^illingly  to  view  the  fingular  and 
dreadfVil  judgment  awaiting  this  unhappy  prince's  end,  when  tor^ 
ttired  by  a  new  and  incurable  difeafe,  blood  oozed  continually  from 
every  pore,  ftaining  his  limbs,  his  linen,  all  he  touched^  pcrpetudly  en* 
fattguined  to  his  fight.  Remorfe  and  penitent  affiiftion  now  feized 
tn  his  noble  heart ;  and  he  would  be  attended  only  by  a  Huguenot 
nurfe,  in  whofe  loyal  arms  he  laid  himfelf  down  to  die,  foothed  by  her 
forrows  and  her  prayers  alone,  waihed  with  her  tears  of  pitying  for- 
giveneis.  If  thoti  can'ft  pardon  me,  were  his  laft  words,  Jefus  wih 
not  condemn.  Such  may  his  fcntcnce  be,  as  then  he  hoped  it !  bis 
brother  and  fucceflbr  Henry  the  third,  reigned  but  a  (hort  time  :  vo- 
luptuous at  the  beginning  of  his  life  he  grew  fiUily  fuperftitious  at  the 
end  of  it,  wore  a  hair  Ihirt,  and  flagellated  his  own  back.  That  fel- 
low, faid  Sextus  V.  hearing  of  his  follies,  tries  as  hard  to  get  a  monk's 
hood  on,  as  ever  I  did  to  throw  mine  off.  That  his  mother  Ihould  be- 
tray him  to  the  Guifes  however,  and  force  him  upon  iigning  the  ig- 
nominious re-unioriy  he  never  could  forgive,  and  by  Lognac's  advice, 
the  duke  and  cardinal  were  both  affaffinated.     Madame  dc  Montpcn* 
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fcr,  their  iiilcfj  remembered  this  event,  when  the  king  threw  himfelf 
anKmg  the  Prpteflants  for  refuge,  and  Clement,  a  Jacobin  friar,  by  her 
diro^lioa,  ended  the  male  heirs  of  the  houfe  of  Valois,  in  this  fovc- 
reign's  affaflination^  15 §9,  when  Henri  IV.  de  Navarre  afccnded  the 
Ciallick  thrxme.  His  mother,  Jeanne  d'Albr^t,  was  a  Calvinift,  and 
diligently  imbued  the  prince  witli  her  own  notions,  but  Gaulticr,  his 
iirft  preceptor,  being  of  the  Romifli  perfuafion,  their  young  man  pof- 
iibly  grew  .up  without  a  ftrong  conviftion  on  either  fide ;  perhaps  in- 
deed, his  real  bias  was  to  popery,  from  which  the  lady  held  him  while 
Jke  cmild. 

Henry  was  never  able  ilrongly  to  refift  female  influence,  and  Jeanne 
d' Albret  had  a  predominating  fpirit,  endued  befide  with  nwre  than 
Spartan  fortitude.  The  popes  had  given  away  all  her  hereditary 
realms  to  Spain,  and  £he  indignant  helped  the  ^uguenots  with  her 
pen,  purie  and  fword.  This  hardy  dame  had  wedded  Antoine  due  ^ 
Vendomc,  lineal  defcendant  of  Robert  de  Clermont,  fifth  ion  of  great 
St.  Louis,  and  firft  lord  de  Bonrhoft ;  and  when  ihe  w^p  abput  to  briQg 
her  famous  fbn  into  the  world,  lier  father,  Albert  \l.  king  of  Navarre, 
(who  never  left  the  room)  iniifted  on  her  fmging  fom^  ^nzas  oC^ 
Bcnxoife  ballad  between  the  paroxyfm$  of  parturition.  Tbip  fattyly 
had  been  clofely  purfued  and  carefully  watched  by  Tufcan  rQathering 
and  her  cruel  Guifes,  efpecially  whqn  Charles  IX.  dic4  ^without  i^lye ; 
yet  after  all  Henry  the  third,  leaving  no  heins  by  beautiful  but  ne- 
glccflcd  Louife  de  Vaudemont,  that  lady  caught  his  fpirit  of.  devotion, 
and  turned  nun ;  while  the  ambitious  Florentine,  forced  to  endure  the 
fight  of  the  young  Bourbon  iet  on  the  throne  of  France,  recurred 
to  all  her  artifices,  and  fiicceeded  in  making  him  divide  it  with  Z^r 
daughter  Marguerite  de  Valois,  hoping  no  doubt  that  when  Jour  of 
her  children  had  fucceflively  reigned  in  Paris,  the  fucceffion  muft  be 
fixed  in  her  own  progeny  for  ever.  In  vain ! — Fair  Margaret's  gallan- 
tries were  fo  early  notorious,  her  hufband  was  obliged  to  ihut  her  up ; 
and  though,  having  obtained  a  divorce  from  her,  he  married  »  coufin 
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of  the  fame  Mcdicean  boufe,  old  Catherine  broke  her  heart.  She  had 
adorned  P'rtince  with  many  beautiful  buildings,  and  enriched  it  with 
valuable  MSS.  from  Italy ;  but  was  juftly  dctefted  by  a  people  whofc 
blood  fhe  fpared  not.  Mary,  though  of  the  fame  family,  was  no  lite- 
rary charader :  when  the  Swlfs  envoys  came  to  compliment  her,  Ihc 
who  underftood  them  not,  afked  Melfon  what  they  faid  ?  The  coiu*- 
tier  replied  boldly: — '*  Madam,  they  fay  your  Majefty  is  more  lovely 
''  and  more  excellent  than  any  princefs  ever  feen  on  earth.'*  A  per- 
fon  ^Ttfcntjiniled : — **  Well!"  fays  the  Queen,  "  Melfon  tells  what 
**  they  ought  to  have  iaid."*  After  her  marriage  with  the  King,  Mar- 
garet was  no  more  forbid  the  court,  which  (he  filled  with  her  intrigues, 
her  verfcs,  her  talents,  her  amours,  and  laflly,  like  her  brothers,  with 
her  penances.  Brantome  celebrates  her  wit  and  elegance,  and  her  mc- 
moirs  arc  deeply  interefting.  The  Queen  of  Navarre's  tales  however, 
were  compofed  for  Henri  the  fourth's  grandmother,  filler  to  Francis 
the  firfl.  The  book  was  named  Les  Marguerites  de  la  Marguerite  des 
Princejfes,  tris  illuftre  Reine  de  Navarre.  Marguerite  means  a  pearl, 
and  likewife  a  daify.  I  luppofe  the  compiler,  who  at  fixtt  called  it 
heptameron,  meant  that  his  readers  ihould  confider  thefe  as  picked 
pearls  or  flowers — choice  talcs.  It  was  this  lady's  daughter,  Jeanne 
d'Albret,  who  gave  to  the  admiring  world  one  of  its  gayefl,  bravcft, 
grcatefl  chieftains,  the  gallant  Henri  IV.  who  loved  his  fubjefts,  pro- 
teAed  their  intereils,  extended  their  commerce,  and  confirmed  their 
happinefs.  'Twas  after  the  peace  his  change  of  religion  procured  for 
France,  that  her  artificers  learned  to  work  in  glais,  a  manufa^hire  till 
then  confined  to  Venice,  but  Lyons  in  this  reign  begun  to  flourifli> 
and  tapcftiy  work  gave  hope  of  that  perfedion  we  have  witncflcd 
fince  in  the  fine  Gobelin's  loom..    Silk  too  was  cultivated  in  Pro* 

• 

^  Mary  de  Medici  loved  gallantries  well  enough  ;«  and  fo  encouraged  Ottavio  Ri- 
nuccini,  called  by  fome  authors  inventor  of  Italian  operas,  that  he  followed  her  to 
France,  and  loft  his  wits  for  love.  Recovering,  he  bid  bis  fhame  and  difappointment 
ip  a  monaftery« 

vence> 
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vence,  and  the  kind  king  exprcflcd  his  friendly  wiih  that  every  peaiant 
from  Picardy  to  Pcrpignan  fliould  have  a  pot  and  fowl  ready  to  boil  itt 
it,  each  Sunday  through  the  year.  His  good  intentions  were  well 
leconded  by  wife  and  faithful  Sully,  of  whoic  Icrvices  Henry  appeared 
moft  fenfiblea  for  when  his  rival  miftrefles  tormented  him  with  their 
jealoufies  and  jars,  his  anfwer  was — a  dozen  pretty  girls  were  of  not 
half  the  value  in  his  eyes  as  that  one  honeft  man.  How  rightly  he 
had  judged,  the  great  event  declares ;  for  Sully,  though  himfelf  a  Lu- 
theran, urged  his  mafter  to  accept  the  terms,  and  take  the  kingdom 
and  catholicifm  together.  '*  Change  then  yourfelf,"  replied  the  fo- 
vereign.  **  That  could  do  only  mifchief,'*  faid  the  minifter.  I  may 
*'  be  a  Proteftant,  and  no  harm  done.  Your  Majefty  mufi  abfohitety 
"  profcfs  the  Romifh  tenets.'*  The  fweetnefs  and  ibcial  temper  of 
this  prince  made  him  after  that  event  little  lels  than  adored  at  home, 
while  his  heroick  courage  in  the  field,  by  proving  him  refpeftablc 
for  well-tried  valour,  filled  even  felfifh  Spain  with  admiration,  ren- 
dered him  a  powerful  mediator  for  Holland,  and  helped  to  heal  every 
breach  between  the  then  prefcnt  Pope  and  the  Venetians.  The 
clofing  century  found  and  left  Henry  well  employed,  and  Clement 
VIII.  made  Rome  rejoice  in  fo  ufeful  a  convcrfion,  A.  D.  lOoo. 
While  thefe  things  went  forward  in  the  fouthem  parts  of  Europe, 
the  north  failed  not  to  feel  the  quickening  power.  Alexander  of  Po- 
land and  Lithuania  expelled  all  Tartars  from  his  wid6  domain,  which^ 
now  engaged  in  endlefe  wars  with  Ruflia,  thinned  the  exccflive  popu- 
lation. Guftavus  Ericfon  introduced  Lutheranifm  into  Stockholm^ 
and  made  that  crown  hereditary  in  his  own  family.  Freedom  follows 
hard  upon  the  heels  of  reformation,  and  many  privileges  were  granted 
to  the  commons  in  all  countries,  where  they  were  found  a  bar  ufeful 
to  kings,  who  by  their  means  Ihut  out  the  old  nobility,  no  longer  now 
confidered  as  equals  to  the  prince.  Sigifmund  and  Maximilian  dif- 
puted  violently  for  that  realm  where  ariftocracy  lived  longed — Poland. 
The  due  d'Alen^on,  fon  to  Catherine  de  Medici,  had  tried  for  it,  but 
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was  called  home  to  reign  in  Txance  ;  and  our  Elizabeth  was  arbitrcis 
bctiveca  that  kingdom  and  the  Turks  at  laft.  Among  the  events  of 
thefc  days,  far  the  moft  important  to  mankind  of  thoic  approaching  to 
the  anftic  circle,  was  the  aufpicious  b'u-th  of  great  Guftavus,  hero  of  the 
north,  ion  to  Charles  of  Finland  and  Chriftiana  of  Holftein,  Retro^ 
JpeStM  ices  them  with  plcafure  to  tlie  old  name  of  AihaidphuSf  worn 
by  many  a  jombcrfgher^  add  the  anagram  of  Auguilus  Ca&far  or  Ctzar; 
and  while  his  father  attempted  the  junction  of  Livonia  to  his  poiTef- 
iions  in  the  year  1599  and  l6oo,  when  the  free  commerce  of  the 
Baltic  Sea  was  become  a  prize  worth  contending,  that  arbitration  was 
committed  to  our  queen  Elizabeth,  who  lent  Dr.  Rogers,  a  man  of 
more  good  fcnfe  than  dignity,  her  envoy  to  Copenhagen.  But  Eng- 
land has  been  out  of  fight  too  long  :  we  left  her  trembling  under  the 
rough  grafp  of  tyrannick  and  uxorious  Henry,  whofe  gentler  ion,  Ed- 
ward the  iixth,  lived  not  to  bellow  on  her  the  confolations  reaibnably 
expedled  irom  a  prince  of  fuch  premature  difpofition  towards  piety 
and  learning,  whoie  only  fault  icems  to  have  been  the  preference  of 
virtue  to  hereditary  right,  in  endeavouring  to  fettle  the  fucceilion  upon 
Jane  Gray,  whoie  grandmother,  wife  to  Charles  Brandon,  ieems  to 
have  conferred  upon  her  offspring  no  part  of  that  contempt  for  qucen- 
ihip  which  ihe  herfclf  exprciTed.  The  Betynges,  Nippes,  and  Bobbes, 
fo  pathetically  lamented  by  Jane  Gray,  were  beilowcd  on  her  by  the 
duche&  of  Suffolk,  to  make  her  accept  a  crown  ihe  had  no  claim  to, 
and  her  philofophy  only  icrvcd  to  make  her  endure  puniihment,  poor 
ibul !  for  committing  a  fin  to  which  ihe  had  no  temptation.* 

Mary,  true  heireis  of  England's  crown,  and  eldeil  daughter  to 
Henry  VIII.  by  Catherine  of  Arragon,  took  away  this  haplefs  princeis*s 
life  with  far  more  provocation  than  that  of  any  other  fulgeft  during 
her  dreadful  fanguinary  reign,  marked  by  the  death  of  ty^o  himdred 

m  * 

*  I  have  heard  that  tlie  three  fentences  found  on  her  tablets,  written  in  Greek, 
Latin,  and  Englifli,  are  yet  preferved  in  my  Lord  Gage's  family :  his  anceilor  begged 
the  pocket-booky  which  Jane  gave  him  when  Ihe  went  to  execution 

and 
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and  feventy-eight  Protefbmts  lajeparate  fins^  \.  mitong  \riiom  mt  emi- 
meratc,  I  thmk,  fire  l^fecps;,*  twcnt^wDnc.  dergjnft  eight goBAkmcti 
of  dtflmdkHi,  elghty-feur  tradt^eiv  <^c:  kunidfed  cD«iiitr3nne]i^  and 
threefcore  women  and  infants^  one  bom  amid  die  flatnes. ;  a  baby 
tn^rtyr,  baptised  indeed,  a^  St.  John  feid  wt  ihould  be,,  bjr  the  Holy 
Ghoft  and  with  fire.  The  comfort  was^  that  fucli  a  forv^ercignty  laAcd 
but  fix  (hort  years.  The  fole  attempt  at  an  cxcufc  fbr  fudb  feTtrities 
was  the  confent  of  ptfliament,  who  looked  oa  tbcm,.  a&  it  appears, 
with  no  extreme  difgnfl:  yet  was  the  nation  not  infenfibte  to  that 
which  touched  it  in  a  tender  part.  A  jealoufy  of  Spaniih  influence 
was  early  Ihewn,  and  the  Queen's  marriage  articles  canvaiTed  with  well- 
judged  care.  The  hufband  fiie  made  choice  ^  was^  unpopular  f  aiid 
when  Sir  William  Monibn  broi^ht  him  over,  the  adnairal  reminded  his 
majefty's  fubjeAs  by  a  broadfidc,  of  thc^refpetft  due  to  oof  Britife  fiag 
which  th^  perhaps  unintentionally  forgot.  Philip  however,  forgot  not, 
nor  ever  could  forgive  the  offence.  The  prefs  now  teemed  befides  with 
light  performances  on  heavy  topicks,  according  to  our  Englifh  genius.  I 
queftion  whether  iinall  books  fattened  pat  unfiht^  and  fince  from  thence 
cd^tA  pamphlets y  were  known  before  this  occafion.  Norris  fays,  "  That 
"  if  angels  were  authors,-  none  would  ufe  folio  paper.'*  He  meant 
Brttt/k  angels.  Guicciardini  fills  two  enormous  folios  with  the  events 
of  forty  years  only.  Let  fiich  as  love  a  pen  more  volant  than  im- 
preffive,  patronize  Retro/pediion.  Of  fuch  a  reign  a  bird's-eye  view  is 
befi: :  yet  let  not  Mary  lofe  her  praife  for  fcholarlhip.  She,  like  her 
filler  and  her  coufin,  was  a  hard  Itudent  in  her  early  youth,  and  Cathe* 

*  Among  all  the  martyrs,  Latimer  ihewed  moft  unafieAed  courage.  The  day 
before  his  execution,  *^  Mafter  lieutenant,"  faid  he  to  the  gentleman  in  whofe  cuflody 
he  was  kept,  **  if  no  more  fuel  is  brought,  I  fhall  certainly  deceive  you  and  your 
**  fovereign  lady." — «  No,  no,"  replied  the  lieutenant,  "  that's  hnpoffiblc,"  (mean- 
ing his  efcape.)  No  wood  was  brought  however,  and  Latiaier  on  his  re-appcarance 
in  fix  hours  more,  ex€laimtd,  *<  Said  1^  not  well  that  ye  Ihould  be  deceived.  Ye 
*i  brought  me  here  a  prifoner  to  burn  mei  and  verily  I  die  to-night  with  cold." 

rine 
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nne  had  upon  her  death-bed  charged  her  not  to  negledl  her  Latin  or 
her  virginals.  My  heart  tells  me  they  were  conne^ed  nearer  than  wc 
think  for.  When  mafs  was  daily  fung,  and  in  that  language,  Latin 
and  finging  furely  went  together,  and  till  ibme  one  who  knows  tells 
me  the  contrary,  I  ihalL  believe  that  we  went  on  pronoimcing  jud 
like  our  neighbours  on  the  Continent,  orma  veerumque  cauno,  not  as 
we  do  now,  arma  vlrumque  cano,  till  came  the  Reformation.  Tufler 
in  his  verfes  feems  to  hint,  that  being  brought  up  for  a  choirifter, 
'*  Tojlng  i  tK  queered'  he  calls  it,  Aey  fent  him  to  Eton  fchool. 

To  learn  ftraightways 
The  Latin  phrafe.* 


*  I  fuppoie  he  was  not  worthy  to  fing  in  the  cathedral  till  he  had  learned  Latin,  and  the 
dafficki  were  thus  made  fuhfervient  to  the  mufical  educadon:  his  diftrefles  arc  laughable 
enough  as  he  relates  them. 

It  came  to  pals  that  borne  I  was. 

Of  lynage  good,  and  gentle  blood,  ^ 

In  Eflex  layer,  and  village  fayer,  ; 

That  RivenhaU  highi  i 
Whiche  village  ly'd  by  Bantree's  fyde  : 
There  fpend  did  I  mine  infancy. 
And  there  my  name  with  honeil  feme 

Remayns  in  fyght. 

I  yet  but  younge,  no  fpeeche  of  tongue^ 
Nor  teares  withal,  that  often  fall 
From  mothers  eies  when  child  out  cries 

To  part  her  fro : 
Could  pitty  make  my  father  take. 
But  out  I  mud  to  fing  be  thruft. 
Say  what  we  would,  do  what  we  could. 

His  mind  was  fo. 

Oh  painfulle  tyme!  for  every  crime 
What  tooaed  caret,  like  bayted  beares. 
What  bobbed  lyppes,  what  perkcs  and  nippes. 
What  beUiih  toies ! 

What 
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But  fa6b  call  off  attention  from  conjedhires ;  when  death  from  dropfy 
of  the  breaft,  miftaken  f©r  that  ftate  of  pregnancy  hoped  by  the  Papifts, 
relieved  our  realm  from  fanguinary  Mary,  and  fet  her  prudent  fifter 
on  the  throne,  whofe  early  policy,  confummate  thoughtfrilnefs,  and 
native  fteadinefs  of  charafter,  had  faved  her  through  intolerable  fcenes 
pf  danger  before  that  happy  hour  of  acceffion ;  and  afterwards  faved  m 


What  robes,  how  bare  !  what  College  fare ! 
What  bread  how  dale  !  what  peny  ale! 
Oh  Wallingford !  how  wert  thou  abhor'd 
Of  us  poor  boies. 

Thence  for  my  voyce,  I  muft  (no  choycc) 
Away  of  force,  like  poding  horfe. 
For  fundrie  men  had  placards  then. 

Such  chylde  to  take ; 
The  better  bred,  the  leffcr  itft. 
To  fervc  i'  th'  queere,  now  here  now  there; 
For  time  fo  fpent  how  I  repent. 

And  forrow  make* 

But  mailc  the  chaunce  myfelfe  to  advaunce ; 
By  friendihip's  lot  to  Pauls  I  got. 
So  found  I  grace  a  certaine  fpace 

There  to  remaine.  .  ^ 

In  Redford's  care,  the  lyke  no  where 
For  cunning  fuch,  and  vertue  muche. 
By  whom  fome  part  of  muficke's  art 

Nowe  did  1  gain. 

From  Pauls  I  went,  to  Eton  fcnt. 

To  learn  fireightwales  the  Latin  phrafe, 

Where  fiftic  three  ftripes  given  to  rac. 

At  once  I  had. 
For  fault  butfmall,  or  none  at  all. 
It  came  to  pafs  that  beat*n  I  was ; 
Sec,  Uvedalc,*  fee,  the  mercie  of  thee 

To  me  poor  lad ! 

«  This  V^oedali  U  the  UM  ftykd  by  Bayle,  EUgmttifimts  mmm  hnamm  Ufirarim  magiptr. 
Roger  Afcham'pnufes  him  highly. 

Vol.  II  .     U  when 
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when  Philip,  ftung  by  revenge  at  her  refufal  of  his  hand  and  friendlhip^ 
fct  forth,  to  fwallow  up  our  independency  at  once,  his  powerful  and, 
as  he  deemed  it,  his  invincible  Armada.  All  Europe  ftood  ipedtators 
when  'twas  feen,  how  by  no  more  than  twenty  thoufand  iailors  raifed  in 
haftc,  this  pondrous  fleet,  ^'  Under  the  weight  of  which,"  fays  Benti- 
voglio,  *'  the  very  waters  groaned,"  was  turned  away  ;  and  the  winds 
finifhcd  what  their  arms  begun.  All  England,  cluftering  round  the 
patriot  fovereign,  faw  that  reciprocation  of  calm  confidence  which  beft 
aflures,  and  beft  deferves  fuccefs,  changed  into  triumph  both  of  prince 
and  people,  who  haftening  paid  their  praifes  at  his  altar  who  alone 
makcth  men  to  be  of  one  mind  in  a  houfe\  and  greatly  rewarded  Eli- 
zabeth that  day  for  having  never  taken  away  one  fubjeA^s  life  for  reli- 
gious opinions,  or  even  wreaked  unchriftian  vengeance  upon  the  per- 
fccutors  of  her  own  favoured  feft.  All  Proteftants  on  her  acceffion 
had  been  let  free,  no  Papift  puni(hed.  Dr.  Rainsford  prelcnted  a  pe- 
tition, **  That  her  grace  would  give  liberty  to  four  captives  lately 
**  chained  up  by  her  predeceflbr :  Mathew,  Mark,  Luke,  and  John." — 
'*  By  my  faith,  Docftor,"  replied  Ihe  merrily,  *'  we  muft  ftudy  a  while 
'*  the  will  of  thefe  prifoners,  to  fee  if  they  confent  to  their  own  enfran- 
**  chizement."  The  Bible  and  Teftamcnt  in  vulgar  tongue  were  in- 
ftantly  publiflied,  and  diligently  difleminated  however.  The  Queen,  a 
high  church  Lutheran  herfelf,  kept  her  own  chapel  and  clofet  richly 
adorned  with  crucifixes,  madonnas,  &c.  but  by  protefting  JChriftians  of 
all  denominations,  courting  her  catliolic  fubjeAs  at  home,  fupporting 
the  calviniftic  ftates  abroad,  and  wifely  leaving  the  myftic  parts  of 
our  moft  hply  faith  as  objects  of  veneration,  not  difpute;  all  parties 
were  conciliated,  and  to  her  fage  reply  when  queftioned  hard  about  our 
Saviour's  real  prcfence  in  the  facramcnt,  people  of  no  perfiiafion  could 
objed.* 

Chrift  was  the  word  that  fpake  it. 
He  took  the  bread  and  break  it ; 
And  what  that  word  did  make  it. 
That  I  believe,  and  take  it. 

£lizAbeth*s 
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Elizabcth*s  heart,  unaAuated  by  foreign  blood,  was  truly  RugUJli ;  Ihe 
had  a  natural  frugality  of  temper,  which  difpofcd  her  never  to  trifle  with 
her  people's  money ;  and  when  they  threw  unaiked  fubfidies  into  her 
lap,  Ihe  was  the  no  lefs  careful  of  cxpenccs.  A  fpirit  too  of  trade  and 
commerce  poffeffed  a  large  proportion  of  her  mind ;  and  Grefliam, 
whom  (he  fancied  had  been  able  to  retard  Philip's  progrcfs  by  draining 
his  coffers,  flie  named  her  royal  merchant ;  and  vifiting  the  great  Ex- 
change he  built,  gave  that  place  the  like  appellation,  conncAing  in  all 
Englifh  minds  for  ever  the  ideas  of  loyalty  at  home  with  traffick 
abroad  *.  But  while  Harrifon  tells  us  that  a  flrangcr  entering  her 
court  would  think  himfcif  fet  down  in  a  univeriity,  fo  learned  were 
the  noblemen  and  ladies  of  her  train ;  while  reading,  fpinning,  and  cm* 
broidery  employed  the  inferior  maids  about  the  palace,  where  was  kept 
up  Icverity  of  ^manncrs  ftill  ccMfequent  on  fuch  a  bufy  ftudious  life  ; 
the  Queen  fixed  her  defire  of  approbation  chiefly  on  this,  that 
whereas  two  thouiand  criminals  oyear  were  executed  during  her  fathers 
reign,  Ihe  never  had  condemned  three  hundred  iq  the  time  either  for 
theft  or  murder.  *Tis  apparent  that  the  vafl:  progrefs  of  reformed  re* 
ligion  added  to  that  fccurcnefs  of  our  property  w  hich  trade  require*, 
and  a  good  government  delights  moil  in  beflowing,  had  made  im-> 
menfc  improvement  in  the  morals,  which,  whilft  great  barons  gave  un- 
limited  protc<ftions,  could  not  be  taken  care  of;  thefe  haughty  lords 
*twas  her  care  to  rcpreis,  and  few  of  them  were  left,  though  Derby  ftill. 
kept  ftate  as  allied  to  the  throne ;  and  I  believe  Lord  Burleigh  had 
about  his  pcrfon  twenty  gentlemen  of  one  thoufand  pounds  o'year  each 
as  retainers.     The  Earl  of  Efliex  too  feems  to  have  been  a  nobleman 

*  Sir  Richard  Clough,  partner  with  Grefham,  fuggefted  the  neceffity  of  a  hurfe^  as 
his  letters  call  it.  He  was  an  Antwerp  merchant,  and  afhamed  to  fee  our  traders  here 
walk  in  the  rain  he  faid,  while  -men  of  lefs  confeqiiencc  ftood  under  cover  on  the  con- 
tinent. CloQgh  had  accefs  to  the  great ;  he  bad  married  Catherine  Tudor  dc  Bcrayne, 
defcendant  of  Henry  the  fifth's  widow,  and  whofc  firft  hufband  was  Sir  John  Salulbury 
of  Lleweney ;  he  was  knight  of  Jerufalcm  him/elf ^  and  called  the  richeft  commoner 
,«pon  the  ifland. 

0  2  quite 
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quite  of  the  old  fafliibn :  gallant  and  gay,  and  wild  for  exploits  of 
chivalry,  his  Ihowy  chara<fter  attraAcd  the  Queen's  notice  ;  but  though 
he  was  a  favourite,  and  a  faucy  one,  it  ftill  appears  he  loved  his  royal 
miftrefs  lefs  than  did  any  of  her  courtiers ;  being  attached  to  antique 
modes  of  gaining  popularity,  caUing  the  apprentices  about  him  againft 
his  fovercign,  from  whom  when  he  received  a  box  on  the  ear  he  put 
his  hand  to  his  fword  as  if  to  remind  her,  that  Devermx  *  was  as  good 
a  name  as  Tudor ;  the  anagram  of  that  name,  verc  DuXy  he  wore  in 
his  hat :  but  iuch  a  fpirit  of  old  baroruigc,  royalty  would  not  endure. 
In  iOqi  his  head  was  cut  away,  and  the  Queen  fmiled  no  more  ;  yet 
ilie  returned  to  her  former  occupations.  Hei^  heart  was  not  a  fickk 
one,  as  Fuller  fays,  where  her  grace's  kindnefs  did  light,  there  it  did 
lodge :  and  though  it  was  her  temper  to  pay  liberally,  but  reward 
fparingly,  fbe  (howered  on  this  nobleman  many  honours,  and  upon 
Burleigh  fuch  emoluments  that  he  left  fourteen  thoufand  pounda 
weight  of  gold  behind  him,  bequeathing  it,  oddly  enough  to  our  no- 
tions, in  fo  many  ounces  each  to  his  furviving  friends  and  relations, 
having  realized  in  landed  property  only  four  thoufand  pounds  o'year. 
When  the  Queen  died  flie  left  this  country  fo  much  improved  and 
happier  than  flie  found  it,  that  philofophical  Raynal  fays,  it  was  tims 
death  took  her,  for  that  a  prince  who  never  will  provoke  fubjcds 
to  infurrcdion  is  a  nuifance  :  had  Elizabeth  reigned  lOO  years  (fays  he) 
the  ifland  would  never  have  had  fpirits  to  meditate  a  rebellion.  Fauf- 
tina  thus,  in  her  diverting  dialogue  with  Bmtus  among  the  fhades, 
called  round  us  by  the  magic  pen  of  Fontenelle,  complains  of  a  good 
hufband,  becaufe,  as  fhe  obfervcs,  it  only  rivets  a  wife's  chains  for  ever^ 
and  takes  from  her  even  a  wifi  for  thofe  loofe  freedoms  which  form 
the  happinefs  of  female  life.  Fontenelle  laughs,  and  endeavours  tq 
make  7/^  laugh ;.  I  fear  me  much  his  countryman  is  fcrious :  be  this  as 
it  may,  the  times  did  change  apace  ;  fbvcreigns  were  fcrvcd  upon  the 

t  Lc  Due  UEvuux  was  an  old  title  in  England  fince  long  before  King  Jolin'5  time. 

knee^ 
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knee,  aqd  that  by  lords.  Let  xis  remember  though,  that  they  were 
lords  made  fuch  by  the  fovereigns  themfelves  for  fervicc  done  the  ftatc,.  ' 
Rank  followed  merit  now,  and  was  no  longer  annexed  merely  to  birth  ' 
alone.  Authority  Aid  faft  from  the  houfe  of  peers,  whilfl:  difFufion  of 
money  long  concentred,  diflemination  of  learning  long  confined,  and 
difcoveries  of  dlftant  regions  long  unknown,  produced  rapid  alteratioa 
in  the  manners  both  of  fmall  and  great,  A  breach  had  been  made  in 
the  clafles  of  humanity  by  the  Queen  of  England  \Nhcn  fhe  gave  ta 
merit,  in  the  perfon  of  Sir  Francis  Drake,  royal ^pctmiQion  to  puflx  aiide 
defcent  ;  and  that  fiich  conduct:  was  both  rare  and  new,  witnefs  the 
well-attefted  anecdote  concerning  a  contemporary  charafter.  Sir  Philip 
Sydney,  w  ho  having  one  day  quarrelled  about  tennis  balls  with  my  Lord 
Oxford,  he  appealed,  as  was  ufual  in  fuch  cafes,  to  the  fovereign,  w  ha 
fending  for  the  inferior  diiputant>  bid  him  be  well  advifed  of  tjie  jdif- 
fcrcnce  there  was  in  degree  between  earls  and  gentlemen ;  adding,  that 
princes  muft  fupport  the  privileges  of  each  fubjecft ;  and  befides,  if 
gentlemen  Ihewed  contempt  for  the  nobility,  peasants  would  fbon  leara 
to  infult  both,  (an  event  nearer  than  (he  then  apprehended.)  Sic 
Philip's  anfwer  was  in  the  fpirit  of  Sydney :  '^  That  he  obferved  with 
**  due  reverence  how  rank  was  never  meant  as  privilege  to  wrong  j 
witnefs  her  grace's  own  fuperior  felf,  who  governed  even  her  own 
prerpgatives  by  law  :  that  my  Lord  Oxford  could  challenge  nothing 
V  of  him  fave  precedency,  homage  being  now  quite  out  of  quefHon-" 
We  are  told  nothing  of  the  queen's  reply :  (he  muft  have  feen,  me-- 
thinks,  how  things  were  going ;  and  probably  for  that  reafon,  among 
others,  called  few  parliaments,  of  which  flie  made  a  merit  to  the  na- 
tion ;,  (fee  Hume  and  Camden  both ;)  ftopt  all  difcourfe  about  her  owa 
Supremacy  ;  and  when  the  commons  craved  freedom  of  J^eech  ivtthiii 
their  own  walls,^  confined  them  ftriftly  but  to  g^ye  and  no.  Yelvertonji 
ancc^ftor  to  the  late  Earl  of  SuiTex,  feemcd  truly  fcnfible  of  their  in- 
feriority when  he,  difclaiming  the  ofiice  of  fpcaker  to  the  houfe,  al-. 
kges  hi^  Qwn  difiiqultics  in.  facing  the  unfpeakablc  majejlly  and  facred 

pcrfonaga 
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pcrfonagc  of  their  dread  and  dear  fovereign,  the  terror  of  whofe  coun- 
tenance (fays  he)  fufiices  to  appal  the  ftoutcft  hearts.  Elizabeth 
however,  pcrfeftly  aware  that  the  manners  becoming  in  a  monarch  are 
ofFcnfive  in  a  woman,  and  willing  to  blend  the  charms  of  influence 
with  threats  of  authority,  afFetfted  in  domeftic  life  fears  (he  could  never 
feel,  pretending  a  diflike  of  certain  fmells,  and  afting  on  fbme  occa* 
fion  her  terrors  of  a  dentift  fo  naturally,  that  Bilhop  Aylmer  adually 
fate  down  to  the  operator  and  loft  a  found  tooth,  that  fo  her  grace 
might  be  prevailed  on  to  part  with  a  decayed  one.  Her  coquetry  was 
all  political  as  it  appears,  put  on  for  purpofe  of  keeping  that  power  in 
her  own  hands  which  (he  faw  loofening  daily,  and  difpofed  more  and 
more  to  flip  from  them.  Cecil,  in  a  private  paper  prcferved  by  Haynes, 
lays.  That  the  decay  of  obedience  being  compared  with  that  fearfulnefs 
and.  reverence  which  pofl^fled  all  eftates  toward  their  (liperiors  in  times 
paft,  would  aftonifli  any  confiderate  perfbn  to  behold  the  dejperatitm  of 
reform :  and  Hume  thinks  the  Queen's  frugality  was  a  meafure  by  which, 
flie  meant  merely  to  hold  faft  her  own  independence.  Henry  VIIL 
came  to  the  crown  and  found  full  coffers ;  3ret  fo  had  he  and  his  fon 
and  his  cldeft  daughter  diminiflied  them,  that  Elizabeth  had  four  mil* 
lions  of  debt  to  pay ;  which  (he  honourably  difcharged,  though  often 
tcfufing  offered  money  from  her  fubjeAs.  This,  with  her  familiarities, 
when  in  a  good  humour,  made  her  adored ;  and  rojralty  was  not  then 
afraid  of  encoxuraging  individuals  to  familiarity  by  good  humour.  Have 
you  looked  over  Haywood's  book,  faid  flic  to  my  IcMxi  Bacon,  that  haplj 
there  may  be  no  treaibn  in  it?  Marry,  fovcieign,  replies  her  mcny  Chan- 
cellor, I  find  no  treafbn  in  the  book,  but  much  felony,  whereby  he  hath 
ftolen  all  his  beft  fcntcnccs  as  I  do  think  from  Cornelius  Tacitus :  but 
rack  him  not,  good  madam,  for  to  fay  fboth  his  fiyle  is  too  much  dif- 
jointed  already.  On  another  occafion  when  mufick  was  performing. 
Arc  ^u  not  out  of  tune  ?  faid  flie.  Madam,  replies  Dr.  Tyc,  your 
cars  arc  out  of  tune.  And  no  marvel,  doAor,  anfwers  her  njajefty,  for 
they  have  this  morning  been  fhmned  with  much  babble.     I  pr'ythee, 

good 
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good  fervant,  play,  that  fo  their  conditions  may  be  amended.  Of  this 
reign,  what  Englilh  reader  regrets  not  the  conclnfion  ?  What  writer 
grieves  not  wha  is  forced  to  abridge  it  ?  but  when  a  new  century  be- 
gan ihe  left  us. 

Elizabetiia  Regina  Angliae, 
-   Angiis  Agna,  Hiberias  Lea, 

Said  the  wits ;  and  Henry  the  fourth  of  France,  who  was  one  him- 
felf,  exclaimed,  ^*  Le  Roy  Elifaheth  eji  mort ;  nous  aurons  la  reineJacques^ 
When  he  underftood  the  King  ofjScotland  was  her  fucceflbr,  his  de- 
fire  of  a  conference  with  our  fovercign  detained  her,  as  it  fcems,  a  while 
upon  the  ftage,  defirous  to  prefcrve  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe ; 
but  when  that  buiinefs  by  Roihi*s  management  was  fettled,  fbme 
fcruples  feized  her  mind,  and  poifoned  her  lafl  hours  with  thought  of 
EfTex^s  unjufl  or  cmel  condemnation  :  the  Lady  Nottingham  baying 
declared  upon  her  death-bed^  how  that  earl  had  configned  to  her  a  ring 
the  Queen  once  gave  him,  begging  mercy ;  but  that  by  her  hufband's 
command  that  token  Yf2&  fupprtffedy  and  pardon  treacheroufly  withheld 
from  him.  After  this  news  our  fovereign  refufed  conifort,  and  died  of 
only  ten  days  illnefs,  caufed  by  anxiety,  at  fcventy  years  of  age. 
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CHAP.  viir. 

FIRST    PORTION    OF    THE   SEVENTEENTH    CENTURY; 

ITS  EFFECTS  ON  ENGLAND,  SCOTLAND,  HOLLAND,  FRANCE, 

AND  PORTUGAL. 

WITH   A  SKETCH   OF  THE  CHANGES  IN*  COMMON   LIFE, 

AND  PROGRESS  OF  SCIENCE. 

OUR  'Retrofpe6lion  muft,  at  beginning  of  this  chapter,  do  what 
Elizabeth's  courtiers  (bafely  enough)  did  by  anticipation  at  begin- 
ning of  the  century  ;  turn  all  their  eyes  towards  Scotland.  That  na* 
tion  fbmetimes  feared,  always  refpefted  by  ours,  had  from  that  hour 
a  claim  to  being  loved  by  us— we  fervcd  the  fame  fbvereign.  It  is 
for  that  reaibn  neceflary  wc  ihould  look  back  a  moment  to  their 
conduA,  who  muft  in  future  be  confidered  as  our  neareft  connexion, 
and  recolleft  how  their  king,  James  IL,  was  loon  after  the  taking  of 
Conftantinople  by  Mahomet,  killed  accidentally  before  Roxburgh 
caftle  by  the  burfting  of  a  piece  of  ordnance,  the  world  being  in  thofe 
days  little  acquainted  with  fuch  matters.  A  Scotch  ihilling  then, 
Buchanan  fays,  was  equal  to  an  Englilh  fixpence,  the  halfpenny  was 
firft  coined  in  the  next  reign  and  called  a  hcruohie^  becaufe  flamped 
with  the  image  of  James  IIL  then  a  hahie^  perhaps,  or  poffibly  from 
a  corruption  of  ha/piece,  low  money,  French.  It  is  obfervablc  that 
many  French  words  are  retained  among  this  people,  who  have  alvrays 
maintained  a  clofe,  not  to  fay  kind  correlpondence  with  France,  ever 
lince  Charlemagne  made  alliance  with  their  king  Achaius,  and  took 
young  Mailros  for  his  tutor,  exchanging  chivalry  for  literature,  if  it  be 
tme  that  Mailros  inftituted,  on  his  return  from  the  continent,  that  an- 
cient military  Order  the  ThiiUe,  and  added  the  well  known  motto, 

netno 
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yiemo  me  impune  lacejjtt.  The  words  marrow  for  hufband  from  mart ; 
bonic  from  bonfie,  and  a  thoufand  more  befpcak  French  derivations. 
Cards  are  mentioned  as  the  diverfion  of  the  Scottifli  court  in  1501, 
before  ours  had  an  idea  of  them  r  they  were  called  quarfes,  four-Jided 
things  J  in  French  pronunciation  caries.  Charles  VI.  was  the  firft  per- 
fon  we  read  of  in  Europe,  who  made  his  amufement  confift  in  ar- 
ranging and  difpofing  the  four  fuits  originally  devifcd  to  reprcfent  the 
four  claffes,  or  defcriptions  of  men.  Hommes  de  choeur,  viz.  quoir- 
men,  choir-mcn,  clergy;  carreatix  or  coin,  for  the  monied  people, 
merchants ;  picques,  for  the  foldiery ;  and  tre/Je  or  trefoil,  denoting  the 
agricolifts.  Thefe  arc  green  yet  in  fomc  packs  of  cards  I  have  examined 
on  the  continent ;  and  as  to  the  fuit  of  diamonds,  carreaux,  they  have  in 
Italy  now  when  playing  tarocco  the  rcprefentation  of  a  coin  upon  them. 
The  king  of  hearts  had  a  chorifter's  gown  on  his  back,  A.  D.  1783, 
at  Seville  and  Barcelona,  but  Fas  de  picq^  as  a  good  foldier,  conquers  in 
every  game.  The  nine  of  diamonds  has  a  reference  to  nine  lucklejs 
merchants,  combined  for  fome  difcovering  enterprize  about  the  time 
when  all  eyes  were  turning  wcftward,  'tis  called  the  curfe  of  Scotland 
ftill,  from  their  failure,  as  I  have  read  and  heard.*  But  James  the  third 

*  It  is  a  wdl  known  vulgarity  in  England  to  fay,  Come,  fir,  will  you  have  a  ftroke 
at  the  old  hiftory  of  the  four  kings  ?  meaning  will  you  play  a  game  at  cards.  Yet  has 
this  phrafe  a  deep  and  rational  meaning. 

Tliefe  four  kings  rcprefented  the  four  great  monarchies, 

Jews,      Greeks,        Romans,  Franks, 

under      David,     Alexander,  C«far,  Charlemagne. 

The  lead  the  four  fuits     Hearts,    Spades,        Clubs,  Diamonds. 

The  Queens  are,  tfther,     Argine,*      Pallas,  Judith. 

*  Means  Regina  par  excellence,  anagram. 

Knaves  are  valets.   Scrvctus  Bum  tells  us,  that  in  Sax©n,  knafa  or  knapha,  fignifics 
a  fenrant ;  the  thatchcr  calls  fome  inftrumcnt  a  knave  to  this  day. 

The  Spaniards  not  underftanding  the  treflc,  called  that  fuit  bajlos,  accordingly  we 
find  tlie  ace  of  clubs  at  ombre  and  quadrille  called  bajto^  we  tranflating  thence  fa3r 
clubs ;  and  the  thing  we  call  zfpade  is  evidently  a  pike's  head ;  but  we  do  wt  mean 
a  gardener^s^tf^r,  we  mean  a  fword,  fi-om  the  Spanilh  efpada. 

Vol.  II.  X  claims 
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claims  a  word  or  two,  and  thofc  not  good  ones.  He  married  Margaret  of 
Denmark,  we  remember,  and  'twas  in  his  behalf  for  that  fair  lady's 
dowry,  her  liberal  father  Chriftiern  relinquiflied  all  prctenfions  to  the 
Orkney  and  Shetland  Iflcs.  Favouritifm  and*  folly  marked  his  charac* 
tcr.  Among  other  fenfclefs  pranks  he  preferred  one  Cochran,  a  beau- 
tiful young  flone-mafbn,  to  enjoyment  of  high  offices  about  the  court, 
for  better  excufc  of  his  perfonal  and  immediate  attendance.  Of  this 
when  the  Earl  of  Mar,  James's  own  brother,  juftly  complained,  reprc- 
fenting  the  groflneis  and  impropriety  of  fuch  condu<fl,  the  tyrant 
fratricide  accufed  him  of  high  treafon,  and  had  all  his  veins  opened 
as  the  eafiefl  death.  Refinance  ended  what  remonftrance  tried  at 
without  effeft :  and  the  king  was  killed  by  his  own  fubjc6ls  in  an  open 
rebellion,  headed  by  his  own  fon,  upon  the  plains  of  Bannockburn,  where 
Edward  1.  of  England,  in  the  year  1314,  fighting  in  the  fame  field 
againft  the  Bruce  and  Douglas,  loft  the  flower  of  his  army,  and  the  fa- 
mous fcoffing  ballad  was  made,  yet  remembered  by  our  North  Britons^ 
not  only  as  a  proof  of  their  prowcfs  in  war,  but  of  their  advancement 
in  the  art  of  poetry,  for  rough  as  they  arc,  our  contemporary  vcrfcs  arc 
not  half  as  good.  Battles  are  often  fought  in  the  fame  places.  When 
James  the  fourth  found  his  father  dead  however,  and  himfclf  called  to 
reign,  he  refolved  to  do  a  perpetual  penance  upon  himfelf  for  his  fuc- 
celsful  rebellion  againft  his  parent  and  his  king.  He  wore  an  iron 
chain  next  his  waift  twenty-five  years,  but  what  was  much  better,  he 
kd  an  exemplary  life ;  promoted  trade,  encouraged  difcovcrics,  and 
ib  protefted  the  commerce  of  his  realms,  that  they  exceedingly  en« 
creafed  in  riches,  and  when  he  wedded  the  daughter  of  Henry  VII. 
called  her  to  a  court  fo  elegant  and  refpeAable,  that  the  South  Britons 
half  difliked  the  connexion  with  a  neighbour  {o  near  and  ib  powerful* 
The  lady's  prudent  and  penetrating  father  faw  to  a  greater  diftance : 
no  alliance  could  however,  cure  the  Scots  of  that  inherent  attachment 
to  Prance  which  caufed  the  battle  of  Flodden  Field,  where  this  James 
loft  his  life.  His  fbn  James  V.  efpoufcd  two  French  queens,  the  firfl: 
Madclaine,  favourite  chil    of  Fran9ois  premier  by  la  bdlc  Claude : 

the 
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the  fccond  a  daughter  of  the  ambitious  and.  turbulent  Due  de  Guifc :  her 
daughter  Marie  (the  two  princes  her  brothers  dying  young)  fuccccdcd 
when  but  twelve  hours  old,  to  her  unhappy  father  s  lucklcfs  throne,  and 
to  his  rivetted  avcrfion  for  England,  in  fighting  againft  which  he 
loft  a  numerous  army  at  Solway  Firth,  and  died  of  grief  and  anger. 
His  fweet  infant  crowned  in  her  cradle  was  betrothed  to  France,  where 
flic  was  early  fent  for  education,  and  married  to  its  fovereign,  w  hen  he 
was  feventcen  years  old ;  his  confort  fifteen.  Under  the  tuition  of  his 
mother,  Catherine  de  Medici  and  the  Guifcs,  Ihe  learned  that  fixed 
perfuafion  of  the  Romifli  faith,  which  was  confidered  as  almoft  the 
only  neceflary  and  indifpenfable  virtue  of  crowned  heads,  and  which 
would  have  been  uleful  to  her  happinefs  had  (he  continued  long  in 
France,  but  her  young  hufband  had  in  fome  martial  fport  been  hurt 
under  the  right  ear,  a  trifling  wound ;  which  feemed  to  heal  at  firft, 
but  gathered  inwardly,  and  forming  an  impofthume,  killed  him  in  the 
fccond  year  of  his  reign.  Mary  a  widow  now,  was  called  to  Scotland ; 
where  reformation  had  made  hafty  ftrides  and  had  poflefled  the  heart^t 
of  all  her  people  ;  there  in  a  rough  country  it  aflumcd  a  rude  form, 
and  (hocked  her  on  her  firft  arrival,  when  a  deputation  met,  and  as 
their  earlieft  compliment  in(iiled  upon  her  reading  a  fermon  of  John 
Knox  againft  ecclefiaftical  and  kingly  power — (he  read,  and  fmiling, 
gave  it  the  archbifliop  of  Gla(gow,  nephew  to  cardinal  Guife,  "  Here, 
coufin  ((aid  (he)  will  you  pcrufc  a  Scottilh  pafquinade."  She  little 
thought  perhaps  that  female  fmilcs  had  no  cffibA  towards  warding  oft 
religious  fury,  but  Knox  publiflied  his  Blq/i  of  the  Trumpet  againft  the 
monftrous  government  of  women,  which  would  have  united  Eliza- 
beth with  her  in  a  common  caufe,  had  not  her  love  of  France  and  ab- 
horrence of  England,  kept  that  alliance  at  a  diftancc,  while  Re/ro^ 
JpeSIhn  painted  her  to  our  fovereign  as  difplaying  jointly  with  her  firft 
hu(band  the  arms  of  Henry  VIL,  which  they  ufed  publickly,  and 
Francis  had  proclaimed  him(clf  king  of  our  whole  dominions :  a  pre-* 
tence  which  the  true  heir  had  tried  in  vain  to  make  Pope  Paul  the 
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fourth  annul.  Elizabeth  was  therefore  conftraincd  to  turn  againft  her 
gay  coufin  the  only  arms  in  her  power — her  fubjefts*  averfion  to  po- 
pery :  by  this  indeed  our  wily  fovereign  learned  with  mofl  artful  ma- 
nagement to  fway  the  people  of  a  neighbouring  princefs,  who  pleafed 
hcrfelf  with  the  romance  of  life,  whilft  her  deep  rival  ftudied  its  rea- 
lities. Mary,  difliking  leaft  among  that  people  her  (howy  kinfman^ 
the  young  Earl  of  Darnley,  married  and  had  a  fon  by  him,  our  James^ 
whom  yet  (he  never  loved ;  and  for  his  father,  empty  though  brave,  and 

jealous  though  not  kind,  flight  provocation  tempted  her  to  hate,  great 
provocation  urged  her  to  deftroy  him.  Mary  was  almoft  born  a  queen, 
and  no  controul  upon  her  will  was  welcome  to  her :  her  favourites,  as 
herfclf  however,  had  ill  luck.  Rizzio  was  killed  before  her  eyes  by 
Darnley — Darnley  was  blown  up,  with  her  connivance,  by  Bothwell 
— Bothwell  was  parted  from  her  in  four  months,  and  refuging  frbra 
her  own  fubjeds  among  ours,  they  all  excited  Queen  Elizabeth  to  rid 
the  world  of  her  intrigues  at  once ;  and  (he,  after  deliberating,  in  eighteen 
years,  agreed  to  take  her  head  by  publick  execution.  A  fentence  fo  fe- 
yere,  though  long  delayed,  (b  contrary  to  law  of  nations,  and  to  ties  of 
blood,  that  in  the  rough  leaves  of  political  necc(Iity  we  can  alone  look 
for  its  cxcufc  or  explanfvtion.     Mary  was  always  plotting  to  reftore 

.  the  expelled  religion  in  a  country  to  which  (he  felt  connexions  of 
ambition,  not  of  love :  yet  elegant  and  all^accompli(hed  as  Ihc  w  as> 
»o  plot  (uccecded  *gainft  her  well-ferved  rival.  Had  the(c  competi- 
tors been  ftriving  for  an  apple,  each  individual  would  no  doubt  (as 
once  the  royal  Ihepherd)  have  decided  in  favour  of  a  Venus-like  form 
and  carriage  againft  the  merits  of  Juno  and  Pallas,  though  united; 
but  for  «i  empire,  men  are  more  in  cameft.  Our  Sovereign  was  ea- 
couraged  and  abetted  in  hep  proceedings  againft  her  lovely  kinfwoman,. 
while  warm  praifes  of  the  unhappy  vidim's  feminine  perfcdlions 
handed  down  by  every  hiftorian,.  may  poflibly  compenfatc  to  .the 
mimes  of  a  buJy,  mofc  ftudious  to  adorn  her  own  perfon  and  mind^ 
than  careful  ta  pleaic  or  benefit  her  country. 

It 
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It  is  beiidcs  obicrvablc  that  Mary,  though  no  favourite  with  the 
world  while  fhe  remained  in  it,  has  been  celebrated  and  lamented  by 
wits  and  poets  through  two  centuries  and  more,  fince  her  decease, 
forming  a  contraft  to  fair  Joan  of  Naples,  who,  diftinguifhed  likewise 
for  A^r  beauty,  gallantry  and  misfortunes,  (fee  vol.  1.)  was  adored, 
protected  and  admired  living ;  but  her  renown  once  blackened  by  a 
troubadour  of  note,  Baiit/Ie  de  Farofob,  lur  name  has  been  configned 
irreparably  to  utter  deteflation,  and  no  fewer  than  five  old-fafhioncd 
dramas  recited,  with  and  wttfiout  gcfies,  by  Difours,  Uc.  diverted  all 
France  at  her  expence,  from  1 382  to  the  day  one  was  exhibited  for  the 
young  princes  of  blood-royal,  when  Mary  Scot  was  there  for  educa- 
tion ;  before  fhe  had  herfelf  compofcd  the  pretty  verfes,  "  Adieu  play • 
*^  fant  pay  Is  de  France  !  Adieu  payh  le  plus  cherts^'*  &c**  She  had  rca- 
fon  to  regret  leaving  it.  Her  fon  made  a  mere  Ihow  of  refcntmcnt,. 
but  foon  forgot  his  mother's  death  in  his  own  danger  from  a  Spanifh 
invafion.  The  pacific  prince  was  eafily  prevailed  on  to  lend  affiftancc 
and  receive  proteftion,  when  Philip's  Ihips  covered  the  fea ;  and  our 
Elizabeth  added  the  promlfe  of  a  penfion  too,  which  I  believe  was  never 
paid,  and  fbme  theological  counfel  bcfide  concerning  the  proteftant 
religion,  in  favour  of  which  he  was  a  fleady  difputant,  and  which,  to 
fay  truth,  did  at  that  time  certainly  depend  on  Britifh  intrepidity ;  but 
while  the  Queen  of  England  quoted  Ifbcrates  in  her  letters  to  JamcS) 
who  fhe  knew  piqued  himfelf  upon  his  fcholarfhip,  and  who  in  efFed 
quoted  Ifocratcs  back  again  to  her^  in  a  happy  reciprocation  of  pedan- 
try, fhe  foftcned  away  all  afperity  from  Sextus  V.  by  well-timed  pre- 
fents,  compliments  and  fly  kindnefTes  to  all  of  the  Pcrctti  family,  then 
rifmg  into  notice  in  Italy,  where  her  cmifTarics  paid  them  incredible 
attention.  And  'twas  obferved  the  Pope  never  fpoke  well  of  the  Scot- 
tifh  Queen,  who,  as  he  faid,  had  rwt  only  given  fufpicion  to  the  world 
that  fhe  was  privy  to  her  bufband's  death,  but  fought  befidc  to  difi«- 
hcrit  his  and  her  only  child,  becaufc  he  wifhed  to  be  afibciated  witkhcr 
tn  the  govenuxient :  on  which  occaiion  ihe  had  witten  hint  word  that 
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ihc  fhould  chufc  her  own  heirs  to  her  own  crown,  and  bid  him  betake 
himfclf  to  the  earldom  of  Damley,  as  all  he  could  challenge  in  his  fa- 
ther's right.  It  appears  that  their  country  muft  have  been  much  be- 
hind hand  in  civilization  at  beginning  of  her  reign,  if  it  be  true  what 
Spotfwood  tells,  how  that  Gordon,  who  was  deputy  for  his  brother  the 
Earl  of  Huntley,  under  colour  of  Mary's  authority,  committed  ftrangc 
outrage  on  the  Forbes  family,  fummoning  the  lady  of  Tivy,  i.  e.  Tiviot, 
to  furrender ;  and  provoked  by  her  valour  in  defending  the  manfion 
whilil  her  lor4  was  from  home,  fet  fire  to't,  and  burned  her  and  all 
her  babes. 

This  func  befpy'd  hir  owne  dcre  laird, 

As  he  came  o'er  the  lee, 
And  ken*d  his  caftelle  in  a  blaze, 

As  far  as  he  could  zee. 

lie  wrang  his  hands,  he  rent  bis  hair, 

And  wept  in  teenfu*  rauid ; 
Ah,  traytours  !  for  this  cruel  deid. 

Ye  zall  weepe  teirs  of  bluid. 

This  was  in  1571 ,  but  the  new  century  loon  after  its  birth  faw Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  deux  tStes  en  un  bonnet ^  as  the  French  fay ;  and  wc 
have  ourfelves  an  early  blooming  flower  called  two  faces  under  a  hood. 

Of  a  freflx  reign  frcfh  hopes  were  entertained  by  the  Papifts,  who 
promifed  themfelves  wonders  from  a  prince  whofe  mother  died  a  mar- 
tyr to  popery.  Their  refentment  at  his  continuance  of  thofc  laws 
which  he  found  in  force  againft  them  at  his  acceflion,  drove  them  to 
defpair,  and  caufed  the  moft  horrible  and  extenfive  conlpiracy  till  then 
upon  record.  King,  Lords^  and  Commons,  were  to  have  been  all  at 
one  ftroke  deftroyed,  and  that  religion  changed,  which  was  by  its  pro- 
feilbrs  fuppofed  to  have  become  popular  and  pkafing  under  the  forty- 
ibur  years  of  Elizabeth.  King  James's  natural  penetration^  quickened 
by  that  timidity  which  ibcwed  itfelf  in  all  hb  coun&l^  thoughts  aiid 

anions. 
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unions,  difcovered  the  plot ;  and  this  monftrous  produAion  of  unpro- 
voked cruelty  was  ftrangled  in  its  birth.     Nor  was  the  (bvereign  irri- 
tated to  more  than  proper  punifhment  of  a  (eft  now  grown  deferving 
his  antipathy.     James  was  a  peaceful  prince^  and  well  difpofed :  but 
meaner  motives  might  perhaps  be  mingled  with  his  clemency  towards 
the  church  of  Rome.     Another  fed,  adverfe  to  power  in  whatever 
hands,  had  grown  up  under  the  care  of  Knox,  the  rough  reformer  pf 
Scotland,  where  his  opinions  took  deep  root>  and  ipread  ftill  further 
than  he  meant  they  Ihould — for  tares  grow  fafter  than  the  wheat 
they  ruin.     Whoever  preaches  againft  authority  is  fure  enough  to  find 
an  audience,  and  every  pitiful  fellow  is  pleafed  to  hear  how  he  is  inde- 
pendent  of  prieft  or  prefbyter,  biihop  or  king.     That  paftors  are  iu- 
perfiuous  and  magiftrates  unneceflary  to  man,  wife,  good,  and  felf- 
fufficient,  are  founds  in  themfelves  delightful,  and  more  delightful  ilill 
becaujfe  they  are  true.     The  worft  is,  that  man  not  being  either  wife 
or  good,  or  in  any  fenfe  fufficient  to  himfelf,  paftors  are  needful^ 
teachers  to  be  defired,  and  rulers  indifpenfable.     This  doflrine  James 
was  well  perluadcd  of  in  his  heart,  which  feems  not  to  have  been  a 
bad  one ;  in  his  mind,  which  was  furcly  not  ill  fumifhed,  and  in  his 
experience,  which  was  not  meanly  limited.     But  in  that  doArine  he 
had  a  deep  intereft ;  his  arguments  for  it  therefore,  cold  as  they  were, 
long-winded  and  pedantic,  were  defpifed. 

When  kings,  and  parents,  and  pedagogues  feel  difpofed  to  ifrgue 
with  thofe  whom  it  is  their  duty  to  govern,  not  convince,  they  ftand 
forth  in  a  filly  fituation,  and  muft  not  wonder  if  they  are  juftly  laughed 
at*  James  made  himfelf  befide  ftill  more  contemptible  by  weak  at* 
tachment  to  a  worthlefs  boy,  young  Robert  C^,  for  whom  his  fond- 
ncfs  fprang  fo  fuddenly,  that  fix  months  had  not  elapfed  after  they  firil: 
met,  before  this  idle  pageant  was  hung  round  with  titles,  honours^ 
and  court  favour,  to  that  aftonifhing  yet  ridiciilous  degree,  the  old 
nobility  found  themfelves  all  obliged  to  keep  away>  or  Crouch  with 
mukward^  ill-put-on  fubmifiHon  to  my  Lord  Vlfcount  Rochefter.    It 

might 
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might  indeed  tend  to  difarm  refcntment  of  fuch  folly,  to  hear  their 
new  king  with  unwifhed  candour  confefling  to  his  parliament  the  dif- 
ficulty he  had  ever  found  in  refnjingfutts :  an  infirmity  his  majefty's 
commons  were  moft  careful  not  to  catch  from  him.  Tli^  refufed 
tvcvyfuit  he  made  to  them  for  nK)ney ;  and  that  with  a  feverity  and 
tartnefs  fcarcc  credible,  when  we  rcfle<ft  that  many  members  muft  have 
recoUeded  trembling,  like  Yclverton  their  Speaker,  then  alive,  before 
the  prefcnce  of  his  predcceflbr — 

Her  lion-port,  her  awe-commanding  face, 
Attempcr'd  fwcct  to  virgin  grace, 

however,  was  now  laid  cold  in  earth :  faces  of  a  far  different  caft  and 
fex  attracted  the  notice  of  the  new  monarch,  and  the  people  whom 
their  late  fovereign  had  made  happy ^  now  began  to  find  out  that  they 
would  rather  be  pcruoerfuL  It  was  not  abroad  that  James  could  make 
them  {o :  prince  Henry,  who  promifed  to  have  been  a  martial  charac- 
ter, died  in  his  early  years.  One  laying  only  of  his  has  been  recorded, 
but  that  was  a  good  one.  The  French  ambaflador,  who  had  cajoFd 
his  father  long,  called  upon  Henry  for  commands  at  parting :  *'  Tell 
^*  your  maftcr,"  laid  the  brave  youth,  "  how  you  left  me  employed  ;*' 
and  refumed  in  his  prclence  the  exercife  of  the  pike.  His  death,  and 
the  unhappy  marriage  of  his  lifter  to  the  Eledor  Palatine,  who,  hop- 
ing from  England  that  relief  he  never  received,  ran  himfelf  into  un- 
utterable diftrelTes,  were  heavy  prelages  of  ruin  to  the  Stuart  family. 
Poor  Ann  of  Denmark,  confort  to  James,  died  of  a  dropiy  in  the  year 
1OI8,  fretted  by  thele  events,  which  brought  it  on :  and  hating,  as  Ihe 
laid,  to  hear  of  Goody  Falfgrctoe^  io  flie  always  called  the  ill-ftarred 
Queen  of  Bohemia,*  left  all  Ihe  had  to  Charles,  but  could  not,  as  Ihe 

obfcrvcd, 

^  Elizabeth  of  Bohemia  had  been  an  early-taught  child,  and  her  parents'  hopes 
of  her  were  high.  The  maniage  ruined  all ;  yet  was  that  princeft  greatly  beleved 
abroad,  in  the  Netherlands  particularly,  and  they  called  her  the  Sunn  oiHtanu 

which 
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obferved,  give  him  the  high  thoughts  that  died  with  her  dear  Henry. 
She  died  not  herfelf  however,  till  Ihe  had  been  prevailed  on  by  the  Arch- 
bilhop  of  Cantcrbur)' to  fuperfede  Rochefter  in  the  king's  affections  by 
placing  another  youth,  eminent  for  perfonal  attractions,  in  his  way, 
who  helped  them  all  to  drive  the  Scottilh  minion  down  a  precipice 
he  had  prepared  for  himfelf,  by  putting  his  mafter  to  exce/s  of  trouble 
in  faving  him  from  puniftiment  for  murder:  this  wretch  having 
leagued  with  Lady  Eflex,  his  favourite  miftrefs,  to  poifbn  Sir  Thomas 
Overbury,  a  man  who  had  committed  no  offence,  except  endeavouring 
to  prevent  their  marriage,  and  her  divorce  from  a  hufband  James  had 
all  reafons  to  proted:  and  not  offend.  Such  nuptials  were  new  things, 
and  (hocked  our  Englifli  morals,  although  loofened  exceedingly  by 
importation  of  luxuries  innumerable  and  till  lately  quite  unknown, 
in  thofe  days,"  as  Harrifon  fayS,  '*  they  flept  on  ftraw  pallets  for  the 
moft  part,  their  heads  rcfting  on  a  round  tum'd  log,  which,  covered 
with  a  coarfe  flieet,  ferved  as  bolfter :  nor  were  pillows  known,  iave 
"  for  the  old  man  of  the  houfe  and  yonge  wyfe  when  with  chylde,  a 
"  fack  of  chaffe  to  reft  their  heads  upon."  But  what  is  moft  worth 
minding  is  that  all  people  feem  to  have  liked  the  rough  times  beft. 
When  we  had  willow  houfes,  we  had  men  of  oak,  fays  an  old  writer, 
but  now  the  houfen  are  oak,  I  fear  me  the  men  are  but  willows. 
Witncfe  alfb  the  pretty  old  popular  ballad  in  James's  time,  when  im- 
provements came  forward  apace ;  it  is  preferved  in  Drydcn's  Mifccl- 
lanies  and  Percy's  ballads,  and  is  called  an  old  Courtier  of  the  Queen's, 
and  the  Queen's  old  Courtier.  Coaches,  watches,  knives  ufcd  re- 
gularly at  meals,  and  pewter  plates,  expelling  treene  platters  from 
tree- wood ;  tobacco,  coffee,  chocolate,  Ipices  and  perfumes,  new 
minerals,    new    vegetables    for  purpofe   of  food,    phyfick    and  de- 

which  had  already  loft  the  A  in  choeur,  'tis  plain.  Xon  des  carrcaux  apparcmmcnt^  was 
the  anfwer:  and  a  piduie  was  extant  at  Antwerp  in  old  General  Gnife's  time,  rcpre- 
fenting  this  lady  like  a  poor  Scotch  travelling  beggar,  her  child  at  her  back,  and  King 
James  carrying  the  cradle.  Granger  from  Artliur  Wilfon  fays  an  Irlft  woman,  but 
Elizabeth  G^ambarini  defcribcd  her  as  wearing  a  Scotch  plaid. 

Vol.  IL  Y  lijrht. 
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light,  poured  In  upon  this  nation,  in  the  laft  five  years  of  her 
reign,  and  the  firft  five  of  James  the  firft,  to  a  degree  perfedly  incre- 
dible :  yet  whilft  opium  feduced  men  to  temporary  forgctfulnefs  of 
their  cares,  not  even  the  frefli  importations  of  all  that  can  plcafe  the 
palate,  or  irritate  the  appetite,  nor  the  narcotick  fubftitutes  of  fleep  for 
the  rcpofc  of  voluptuoufnrts  rendered  them  happy  in  any  w^ife  as  it 
appears.  Suicides  grew  common ;  and  as  cxiftcnce  was  too  much 
fwectencd,  it  began  to  cloy.  In  political  lite  the  etfcAs  were  ftill 
more  difcernible;  and  as  reftraint  fcemed  dropping  off  itfelf,  the 
people  longed  to  pluck  it  quite  away.  In  proportion  as  freedom  ad- 
vanced forward,  all  ftruggled  to  meet,  embrace,  enthrone  her — never 
enquiring,  as  Elizabeth  propofed  to  do,  of  the  cvangclifts,  whether  (he 
herfelf  wifhed  fo  very  warm  and  tumultuous  a  reception.  Know- 
ledge like  wife,  fcience  in  every  branch,  iproutcd  and  fprung,  till 
prefled  as  far  as  ever  it  could  go,  was  in  danger  of  running  to  feed. 
Priefts,  princes,  foldiers,  ladies,  children,  piqued  themfclves  on  ftudy> 
and  delighted  on  abftracft  enquiries.  When  fbvcreigns  were  fcholars, 
and  the  courts  of  kings  became  fchools  of  difputation,  not  to  have 
been  pedantick  muft  have  been  impoffible :  it  would  be  pedantry  in  this 
age  to  enumerate  their  works,  and  praifc  their  powers.  A  friend  of 
mine,  when  we  were  at  Venice,  bought  a  little  book  called  Jejiis  Puer, 
or  de  Pueritia  Domini,  written  I  believe  by  Cotelerius,  one  of  the  pro- 
digies of  the  feventeenth  century.  He  explained  the  Greek  teftament 
at  twelve  years  old  before  a  clerical  aflcmbly,  a  T  onverture  du  livre, 
and  the  Old  Teftament  in  Hebrew,  adding  his  own  comments  in 
fluent  and  colloquial  Latin.  There  is  another  book  in  the  worlds 
though  on  the  fame  fubjefl,  of  inferior  value,  tranflated  from  the 
Arabick  by  Sikius,  called  Evmigelium  Infantia,  if  I  miftake  not;  but 
there  Chrift  is  examined  by  the  Jewifta  Doctors  in  aftronomy,  medi- 
cine and  metaphyficks :  in  the  little  tra(S  we  purchafcd,  he  runs  to  his 
grandmother,  St.  Anne,  for  apples,  &c.  and  thclb  odd  performances 
gave  rife  to  numberlefs  and  beautiful  piAures :  the  fanto  bambino^ 
for  example,  learning  to  walk,  by  Rafaelle;  Jefus  working  with  his 

father. 
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father  at  the  carpenter's  trade,  by  Carracci,  and  a  thpufand  more, 
Corregio*s  ideas  arc  almoft  all  from  facred  fubjeds ;  he  was  a  poor 
man  and  illiterate,  and  died  long  before  the  period  wc  are  reviewing. 
So  did  his  admirer  and  imitator  Schidone,  who,  becaufe  Corregio  was 
born  in  coar/e  life,  fccmed  to  think  no  other  worth  rcprefenting :  he 
idolized  the  hand  which  penury  could  not  paraiyfc,  the  heart  which 
ignorance  could  not  freeze.     Caracci  too,  immortal,  inimitable  Ca- 
racci,  bore  tcftimony  to  his  unfunned  merit,  which  lives  on,  enjoying 
praife  as  deathleft  as  does  Hans  Holbein,  who  with  his  Ifft  hand  painted 
*  our  Henry  and  his  favourite  females ;  or  even  Titian,  whofc  dropped 
pencil  was  picked  up  by  Charles  V.  with  the  well-remembcred  com- 
pliment that  fuch  an  artiil:  fhould  be  only  (crved  by  C^far.    But  when 
o\ir  RetroJpeSfion  is  employed  on  thofe  who  bcft  beftowcd  the  new-blown 
plcafures  that  fpring  from  the  ncwly-dug-up  foil  of  intelleiS,  let  our  de- 
lighted eyes  fix  upon  him  to  whom  perhaps  wc  owe  our  happicft  mo- 
xnentfl — the  poet  of  daily  life,  of  hourly  ufe ;  our  folace  when  alone ; 
our  pride  in  the  theatre ;  Shakefpear !   who,  if  he  had  an  equal  im 
Homer,  a  competitor  in  Ariofto,  never,  oh  never  Ihali  acknowiedge  a 
fuperior.     Shake/pear !  whofe  mind,  like  to  our  Wicldow  mountain^ 
produced  his  gold  in  mafles  from  the  mine— ^fiot  in  a  fhining  fand  or 
brilliant  duft,  washed  from  the  diftant  bed.     Nor  warm'd  by  patro- 
nage, nor  fertilized  by  education,  nature  and  genius  claim  him  for 
their  own,  and  while  they  laft,  he  lives. 

Ben  Johnfon  too,  who  taught  our  Engliih  flage  to  ihidy  mailers 
then  fo  long  forgotten,  muft  not  himfelf  in  his  turn  be  forgot ;  whilft, 
like  Pouffin,  he  ftudied  nature  through  the  medium  of  that  antique  he 
uriderftood  fo  well,  that  he.  has  left  us  perfuaded  of  his  power  to  rival 
them ;  though  meaning  but  to  imitate,  and  transfiifc  their  perfe<5lions 
into  his  language  and  our  own.  Cervantes  next,  that  never-dying 
name,  whole  peculiar  happineis  it  is  to  hit  the  tafte  of  every  nation, 
to  be  commended,  honoured,  loved,  in  every  clime,  and  every  clime 
alike«     Indigeuous  in  all  countries,  and  flourilhing  with  equal  perfec* 
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tion  in  Scotland  and  Amboyna — thus, — towVs  the  tall  larch  tree :  tilt 
botanifts  of  all  realms  willingly  forget,  whence  came  at  firft  the  natu- 
ralized foreigner.     But  now  Amboyna  s  name  calls  us  juft  to  review 
the  conduA  of  thofc  ftates  which,  when  they  fled  from  Philip's  cruelty, 
fettled  in  Holland ;  and  being  fupported  by  Elizabeth,  maintained  an. 
honourable   independency,  of  which  they  rather  called  than  acknow^ 
kdged  the  Prince  of  Orange  as  their  head.     He  was  Statholder  indeed^ 
but  his  powers  were  limited  with  jealous  care,  and  his  countrymen,, 
for  fubjefts  they  certainly  were  not,  grew  formidable  in  the  eyes  of  all 
Europe,  though  Venice  alone  was  content  to  league  with  them.   Prom 
the  Poor  Diftreffed  Stater,  then:  ftylc  to  our  Elizabeth ;  they  now  called 
themfelves  '^  High  and  Mighty  Lords'^ — a  title  offenfive  among  Chrif^ 
tians,  as  bordering  on  blafphemy ;  while  their  behaviour  in  Pegu,, 
where  it  was  laid  they  trampled  on  the  crofs,  and  bowed  to  an  idol,, 
for  purpofe  of  prevailing  on  the  emperor  to  trade  with  them,  Ihewed 
Httle  regard  to  the  facred  religion  of  Europe.     Commerce  indeed,  was 
their  tutelary  faint,  and  intereft  appeared  to  be  their  only  god :  but  they 
difcovered  Streights  La  Maire,  they  under  Spilfberg  beat  the  Portu- 
gueze  in  the  eaft  ;  whither  attra&ed  by  the  fragrant  gales  from  fpice 
trees  that  lent  their  odour  to  cacb  aromatick  monfbon,  the  warr 
like  plunderers  prefled  forwards,  and  refolving  that  none  Ihould  ihare 
the  fpoil,  feized  all  the  fruit,  and  then  cut  down  the  plants ;  fecuring 
by  fuch  means  a  vile  monopoly,  and  circiunventing  their  beft  friends* 
the  Englifli;  who  under  gentle  James,  gave  them  up  willingly  thofe 
cautionary  towns  wbich  his  prcdeceffor  had  infifted  on  as  a  fort  o£ 
hoftage  for  their  gratitude,  rather  than  compenfation  for  kindnefles. 
received.     All  the  rich  iilands  witnefled  their  barbarous  conduft  when, 
Amboyna  was  made  the  fcenc  of  general  mairacre,.and  thofe  Britiih> 
merchants  who  cfcapcd  affaffination  and  were  put.  to  torture  by  a  new; 
dreadful  method,  being  obliged  to  fwaltow  gallons  of  water,  with  which, 
the  Hollanders  drenched  them  till  they  confeft  where  was  their  wealthy, 
and  let  them  have  it  all.    This  was  about  the  year  1 620.     Yet  wliilc. 

*  the 
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the  aggregate  of  this  new  nation  feemcd  fo  vile,   that,  as  our  poet 
fays  : 

Hell  has  its  iW/A^r- Lands : — 

fome  individuals  bloomed  in  excellence,  as  do  the  tulips  'mid  the 
fens  they  dwell  in.  Baraeveldt,  their  virtuous  minifter,  rendered  the 
greateft  fervices  to  his  country  ;  a<ftuated  by  what  even  yet  appears  the 
trueft  motives  of  pure  patriotifm  ;  and  though  the  Dutch  tolerated  all 
worfhip,  and  feemed  attached  to  none,  polemick  divinity,  well  named 
theologia  armata^  employed  his  pen  and  fword.  Againft  Prince  Maurice 
of  Naflau,  this  bufy  controvertift  was  oppofed  ;  lifting  himfelf  among  the 
Arminians,  while  \i\% fuccefsful  adverfary  (not  \mferene  one)  held  con** 
trary  opinions  concerning  grace  and  predeftination,  fubjcds  the  world} 
now  feized,  with  as  much  avidity  as  if  they  were  hoping  not  only  to 
under/land  which  is  moft  difficult,  but  to  coutroul  them,  which  is 
wholly  impoflible.  The  lynod  of  Dordrecht  condemned  poor  Bar- 
nevelt,  however,  and  he  loft  his  grey  head  in  the  caufe  at  feventy* 
two  years  old,  A.  D^,  lOlO,  or  there-abouts.*  His  fons  engaged  in  a 
confpiracy  foon  after,  under  pretence  of  revenging  a  father's  deathi 
One  of  thefe  youths  efcaped  by  flight,  and  one  was  taken.  Their 
weeping  mother,  all  arrayed  in  black,  threw  herfclf  mute  and  prof* 
Urate  at  the  feet  of  much-cmbarrafled  Maurice :  *'  You  amaze  me; 
Madam ;  rife  I  beg  of  you,"  exclaimed  the  great  Naflau ;  *^  but 
tell  me  firft,  why  did  I  not  fee  you  in  this  pofture  begging  your 
hujbands  life  ?''  ^'  Becaufc,"  replied  the  lady,  riiing  with  dignity; 
"  My  hufband  was  innocent y  my  fons  are  guilty.*'  Her  interference 
£ived  the  life  (he  gave.     That  of  Prince  Maxirice  had  been  attempted 

•  It  was  fuppo/cd  he  began  the  TuUpomanlay  as  it  was  not  unjuftly  called  i  when 
twelve  or  fourteen  years  after  Barneveldt's  death,  a  colleftion  of  thefe  flowers  were 
fold  for  nins  tkBufand  pounds  Englifli ;  it  belonged  to  Wouter  Brockholfmenfter :  one 
tulip  in  the  colle^on,  calledx^r  eminence  Semper  Auguftus,  was  valued  at  feven 
hundred  pounds  of  the  money.  In  April  1637,  by  an  order  of  the  ftate,  acbe<;k  was 
^ut  to  this  ftrange  trade,  by  invalidating  the  contracts  made  by  purchafers.and  venders, 
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in  a  ftrange  manner  fome  years  before  by  the  Archduke  Em  eft,  who 
having  loft  a  battle,  pcrftiaded  one  of  Naflau's  guards,  a  Roman  Ca- 
tholick,  to   murder  his  mafter,  afluring  him  that  the  mafs  he  had  af- 
fifted  at  in  the  morning  had  a  peculiar  quality  of  rendering  him  in- 
vifible.     This  made  him  bold  of  courfc,  but  it  made  him  ra(h  too ; 
and  finding  himfclf  feized  with  the  knife  in  his  hand ;  "  Why  how 
*'  could  you  fee  me,"  exclaimed  the  foolilh  fellow,  '^  1  thought  myfelf 
"  invifible.*'     This  miftake,  though  favouring  of  madnefs,  did  not  prc- 
fcrvc  him  from  the  death  due  to  aflaflins*     At  no  great  diftance  of 
time  from  this  coup-majique  our  Rcirofpe&lon  is  conftrained  to  fee  the 
great,  the  gay,  the  brave  Henry  the  fourth  of  France  ftabbed  in  his 
coach  by  Ravaillac,  a  half  crazy  devotee,  who  fancied  he  was  doing  God 
good  fervice.     The  people,  perfuadcd  he  was  only  an  inftrument  of  a 
deep  confpiracy,  put  him  to  torture ;  and  though  he  confeft  nothing, 
and  had,  as  'tis  now  fuppofed,  nothing  to  confefs  but  the  regicide,  all 
France  was  of  opinion  that  many  were  implicated  in  this  horrid  crime, 
though  never  king  was  more  beloved  than  he,  or  had  more  qualities 
to  attrad  afFcdion.     His  friend  and  favourite,  his  firft  miniftcr  Sully, 
retired  from  the  world  immediately ;  but  Henry  was  fcarce  lefs  adored 
by  thofc  he  had  been  rough  with.     The  Comtc  de  Soiflbns,  who  had 
no  mind  to  bring  up  his  forces,  in  1597  I  think,  and  who  excufed  him- 
fclf by  pretending  fbme  pilgrimage  or  prayer,  though  he  received  the 
rough  reply  well  known,  "  Ventre  St.  Grit!  V\\  make  him  faftas  well 
"  as  pray  if  he  does  not  obey  my  orders,"  died  almoft  in  our  fathers* 
time  at  a  prodigious  age,  bearing  tcftimony  to  the  heroick  virtues  of 
Henry  IV.  not  eclipfed  by  thofc  of  his  defcendant  the  famous  Prince 
Eugene.     By  him  the  divided  provinces  were  re-united  too,  and  un^jer 
his  reign  flouriflied  manufadlories  till  then  unthought  of. 

The  children  left  behind  were  young,  and  the  Quc^n  wholly  given 
up  to  folly  and  favouritifm  :  Leonora  Galligni,  therefore,  a  Florentine, 
and  through  her  influence  over  Mary  de  Medici,  t^er  huft)and  like  wife, 
foftejr  brother  to  that  princefs,  Conchini  by  namfe,  governed  the  realm : 

new 
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new  honours  were  (howered  on  them  every  day ;  and  Conchini,  when 
become  Marcfchal  d'Ancre,  difplayed  talents  which  made  the  whole 
nobility  as  furious  as  did  the  baughtinefs  with  which  he  treated  them. 
He  was  abhorred,  purfued,  and  diligently  watched  ;  good  fcnfe  difliked 
his  interference ;  envy  laid  fnarcs  for  his  undoing  ;  and  murder,  ap 
proved,  if  not  commanded  by  the  boy  king  himfelf,  met  his  laft  un- 
lucky ftep  as  he  was  entering  the  Louvre.  Vitri's  hand  ftruck  the 
blow,  but  le  Due  de  Luynes  diftatcd  the  meafure ;  and  France  was 
ruled  by  a  child's  favourite  inftcad  of  a  woman's.  Paris  rejoiced  how- 
ever, acknowledging  the  young  monarch  as  completely  of  age  at  four- 
teen years  old,  and  helped  him  to  drive  his  mother  into  confinement 
at  Blois.  She  begged  leave  to  go  Jwmey  but  was  roughly  refufcd ;  and 
'tis  curious  to  obferve  the  French  hiflorians  blackening  Mary  de  Me- 
dici's charader  in  an  over-heard  converfation  between  her  and  BafTom- 
picre,  at  one  time  ambafTador  in  England.  The  writer  of  La  Vie  de 
Louis  XIIL  tells  how  fhe  was  known  to  promife  him  wealth,  honours, 
and  careJJcSy  in  exchange  for  his  ready  obedience.  Les  hienSy  les  honneurSj 
6?  les  carejfes :  fo  they  render  the  poor  Queen's  words,  which,  in  her 
native  tongue,  the  only  one  Ibe  ever  learned  to  fpeak,  were  //  hentr 
gTonori,  e  //  carkhi :  employments^  charges j  in  French.  It  is  a  literary 
blunder,  from  ignorance  of  the  language  merely.  It  is,  perhaps,  my^ 
ignorance  of  theirs^  which  renders  me  incapable  of  gueiTmg  what  they 
could  mean  by  calling  Conchini  the  python ;  for  favouritifm  was  by  no 
means  ended  in  him  ;  it  was  transferred  to  le  Due  de  Luynes,  who  let 
the  Prince  de  Conde  out  of  his  confinement,  kept  Mary  at  a  dlflance 
from  her  fon,  and  in  the  fole  interview  they  permitted  her  to  have  with, 
him,  after  the  Marefchal  d'Ancre  was  no  more,  fet  down  the  king's 
part  of  the  converfation  in  writing,  and  made  him  get  it  by  heart.  He 
was  a  married  man  meanwhile,  and  fair  Anne  of  Auftria  was  his  wife. 
But  no  verfes,  no  praifes  could  furpafs,  in  beauty  and  elegance,  thofe 

Cct  Anne  fi  belle, 

Qu'on  vaute  fi  fort         Malherbe. 

which 
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which  the  fame  poet  had  made  upon  the  haplefs  Florentine,  who  now 
all  but  witncfled  from  her  window  the  cruelties  committed  on  the  body 
of  Conchini,  which  was  dragged  up  and  down  by  an  infuriated  mob, 
who  calling  him  an  excommunicated  Jew,  ftrippcd,  wounded,  mangled 
his  half-buried  corpfc,  dug  out  for  purpofe  of  wreaking  on  it  far  worfc 
than  brutal  indignities ;  and  laying  hold  of  his  lady,  threatened  her 
with  the  fame  treatment ;  fhe  was,  however,  brought  to  judgment, 
as  they  called  it,  and  there  formally  accufed  of  having  bewitched 
the  Queen,  and  being  afkcd,  on  her  fliort  trial,  by  what  means 
ftie  had  gained  fuch  an  afcendancy  over  her  miftre{s*s  affections  ? 
By  thofe  lame  means,  replied  Leonora  fteadily,  that  a  great  mind 
always  finds  to  rule  a  little  one.  When  Ihe  was  carried  to  the  ftakc, 
where,  after  fome  mutilations  of  her  body*  it  was  burned,  the  people 
hooting  as  Ihe  pafled  along ;  CJie  popolazzo  Francefe  !  exclaimed  La 
Marelchale  w  ith  indignation ;  but  feeing  Sillery  among  the  crowd,  rc- 
quefted  his  nearer  approach,  that  (he  might  beg  his  pardon  for  Ibmc  ill 
offices  Ihe  had  once  done  him  when  in  power :  that  ceremony  paft,  in 
manus  tuasDomine  !  (he  cried  aloud ;  in  manus  tuas  !  expiring  as  if  in{cn- 
fible  of  her  torments.  Her  brother,  the  Archbi(hop  of  Tours,  hearing  of 
the  death  and  confifcation  of  his  friends,  although  an  exemplary  cha- 
racter, faid  he  would  never  truft  himfelf  with  Frenchmen,  and  efcaped 
over  the  Alps  to  the  monaftery  in  Piedmont ;  while  the  Due  dc  Luynes 
perfuaded  Louis  treize  to  tear  from  his  Huguenot  .(ubje<fts  all  thofe 
lands  and  eftates  in  Guicnne,  Languedoc,  &c.  which  they  had  enjoyed 
under  his  prcdeccfTor.  This  ftep  produced  a  temporary  rebellion,  where 
Montauban  fignalized  himfelf  on  the  Proteftant  fide,  and  le  Due  de 
Mayenne,  fon  of  the  Guife,  who  had  fo  often  oppofed  Henri  quatre 
hand  to  Jiand,  after  the  old  modes  of  Chevalerie,  and  was  at  length 
pardoned  and  protected  by  him,  fell  from  his  horfe,  and  died  fighting 
for  the  Catholick  caufc,  fo  bravely  maintained  by  all  his  noble  houfe. 
Thefe  events  bring  our  RetrofpeSllon  to  the  year  1 02O,  or  a  little  more, 
when  by  the  death  of  his  favourite,  Louis  the  thirteenth  was  again  fct 
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free  to  make  a  new  choice  upon  nobler  motives.  The  Due  de  Luynes 
firft  won  his  afFeftions  by  making  bird-lime  for  him  to  catch  Iparrows ; 
piegrkKis  a  prendre  les  moineaux. 

But  Portugal  now  claims  a  glance  of  Retrojpeilhn.     We  left  her 
employed  only  in  difcoveries,  and  menticmed  her  iincc  then  only  in  the 
words  of  flippant  Florian :   a  flight  recapitulation  of  her  hiftory  is 
therefore  neceflTary,  to  introduce  the  revolution  which  will  be  obfcrv- 
able  in  our  next  chapter.     Her  rulers  have  deferved  well  of  mankind 
in  general,  and  in  the  latter  times  have  been  eminent  for  keeping  faith 
with  England.     John  I.  then  was  natural  fon  to  Peter  the  Severe,  and 
fucceeded  to  Ferdinand,  who  took  the  Moors*  heads  for  his  coat  armour, 
as  mentioned  in  Vol.  I.     This  vras  in  1383.     He  beat  the  Spaniards, 
feized  upon  Ceuta,  and  died  full  of  days  and  honours,  A.  D.   1433,  at 
eighty-five  or  eighty-fix  years  old.  For  love  of  his  memory,  and  in  cpn- 
fideration  of  his  merit,  bafl:ards  were,  from  that  time,  deemed  admifidble 
to  the  throne,  in  failure  of  legitimate  fbns  and  daughters,  and  were,  after 
his  time,  preferred  to  nephews.     It  was  in  preference  to  a  firfl:  coufin 
alone  that  he  himfelf  was  called  to  reign  :  and  his  fon,  by  our  Philippa 
of  Lancafl:er,  Prince  Henry y  has  been  already  mentioned  as  a  promoter  of 
difcoveries.  Triftan  Vaz,  who  firft  landed  on  the  Madera  ifles,and  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  called  them  Madeira ^  was  an  emifl!ary  of  his  ;   but  that 
young  prince  died  too  foon.    Alphonib  the  fifth,  however,  lived  to  take 
Tangier,  and  to  rejoice  in  the  hope  of  future  wealth  found  on  the  Gold 
"Coafl:  of  Guinea.     He  was  fumamed  Africanus,  and  was  fiicceeded  by 
John. the  Rigorous,  whom  no  man  could  bias  or  turn,  'twas  faid  ;  when 
a  courtier  now  and  then  took  courage  to  attempt  it :   "  Nay,   nay,"  re- 
plied John,  '^  that  king  who  ads  by  giaidance  or  governance,  is  no  king 
*'  at  all.'*     Many  of  his  fayihgs  are  recorded  by  Vieyra.     *'  I  can,"  fays 
he,  "anfvver  for  my  own  condud,  while  'tis  mine,  but  if 'tis  the<:ondu6l 
*^  of  another  man's  mind,  how  dreadful  will  be  fiich  refponfibility  ?"     A 
trtrfly  favourite  reprefented  fbmc  hardfliip  to  him  as  felt  by  the  people. 
^  Will  you  pretend  to  lave  my  fubje<Ss  as  I  do,  foolifti  fellow}"  cries 
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John,  juftly  fumamed  the  Unpcrfuadeable ;  ''  I  was  born  to  rule  my 
"  own  people,  and  I  will  rule  them  my  own  way."  So  he  did,  and 
with  good  advantage,  as  it  has  been  affirmed^  to  the  nation  in  general, 
never  deviating  for  private  gratification  either  of  himfelf  or  others.  In 
his  reign  a  Duke  of  Braganza  afpiring,  loft  his  head :  he  was  the  king's 
fitter's  fon,  I  think ;  but  Juan  had  no  family  fondnefs.  When  hi* 
only  child  died  of  the  finall-pox,  ''  God  loves  Portugal,''  exclaimed  the 
imfecling  parent ;  *'  that  filly  boy  could  not  have  done  his  duty  by  the 
•'  nation;  Emanuel  will  prove  a  better  fucceflbr;  I  fhall  be  removed  now 
loon  mylelf ;  had  the  prince  furvived  this  difeafe,  my  life  would  have 
been  longer  neccflary,  and  longer  prefcrved."  He  was  quite  right;  the 
pains  he  took  to  colonize  and  extend  thePortugueze  dominions  in  India ; 
the  plans  he  formed  for  taking  burdens  off  the  poor  at  home ;  the 
bravery  he  had  evinced  againft  the  Moors,  were  all  confidered  as  models 
by  his  diftant  but  attentive  relation,  Emanuel,  who  in  a  fliort  time 
fucceeded  to  his  throne,  and  was  faid  to  reftore  the  golden  age.  He 
proteAed  men  of  letters,  encouraged  commerce,  took  towns  and 
fortrefles  in  Africa,  rewarded  thofe  who  with  an  entcrprizing  fpirit 
brought  home  accounts  of  daily  new  found  lands,  but  checked  that 
zeal  by  which  the  countries  fo  difcovered  felt  cruelty  confequcnt  upon 
fubmiffion.  He  comforted  the  nation  in  general  for  the  lofs  of  John 
the  Rigorous,  but  could  not  confole  the  Queen,  who  in  her  hulband's 
laft  moments  exprefling  her  grief  aloud,  *^  Be  quiet,"  faid  the  expiring^ 
patriot,  "  Eknanuel  will  be  good  to  Portugal/*  '*  What  care  I  for 
"  Portugal  ?  I  have  loft  my  fon,  and  now  I  lofe  my  lord,"  fhe  cried. 
John  put  his  hand  before  her  lips  and  died  His  fuccefllbr,  after  an 
exemplary  reign  of  twenty-three  years,  defired  to  be  laid  at  his  feet, 
leaving  John  the  third  on  the  throne,  who  inherited  many  of  his  father*s 
virtues,  and  is  famed  for  fome  peculiarly  his  own.  His  fhips  in  1524 
brought  into  Europe  the  firft  accounts  of  Japan,  and  to  him  David 
King  of  Ethiopia  fent  ambafladors.  His  Portugueze  Majefty,  however, 
more  fliocked  by  the  ignorance  of  thefc  wretched  mortals,  than  flat- 
tered 
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tared  by  their  homage,  engaged  St  Francifco  Xavierus  to  transfer  his 
Spirit  of  good  works  and  charitable  infbii<%ions  to  nations  newly  found. 
This  incomparable  miilionary,  therefore,  quitted  the  Hofpital  of  In- 
curables at  Venice,  wthich  he  ierved  in  the  capacity  of  ordinary  or 
curate;  and  at  the  command  of  John  III.,  taking  fon^  jeiuit  affift- 
ants  with  hin^  propagated  Chriftianity  all  along  the  coaft  of  Coro- 
xnandd.  Cape  Comorin,  tiie  Molutca  liles,  the  Peninfula  of  Malacca, 
and  even  Japan  itfelf.  Letters  ftill  extant  prove  the  prodigious  talents 
.and  learning  whidh  this  pious  creatur^truly  devoted  to  heaven  s  fervicc, 
was  willing  to  i>ury  ixt  places  where  they  could  be  but  merely  humble, 
and  often  fuperfluous  attendants  upon  true  holiness  towards  God,  and 
charity  for  his  creatures.  Thefe  are  the  diara&ecs  our  Betroipe^Sivae 
eye  loves  to  repoie  upon :  theje  are  the  men  who  exak  human  natme 
by  imitation  of  that  dtvijae  Saviour  who  took  it  on  hixnielf.  The  body 
of  Xavierus  refts  on  the  iiland  of  Formo£i,  as  I  think ;  he  died  therc 
in  1552.  His  royal  patron  mean^ile  wedded  his  only  fbn  to  a  iifter 
of  Charles  V.  but  they  both  died  before  the  king  did ;  and  Don  Se- 
baftian,  fo  well  known  to  fame,  was  their  ^humous  and  only  child. 
The  parent  princeis  fcarce  iiirvived  his  birth  a  moment ;  her  hufband*s 
death  had  preiSxi  upon  her  heart,  and  diiqualified  from  all  power  to 
endure  or  combat  the  pangs  of  parturition.  Her  of%>ring  fucceedcd, 
at  thi^e  years  old,  to  royalty,  but  added  a  romantidc  genitis  to  his  valour 
and  virtue,  which  fbon  deprived  Portu^l  of  all  advantages  from  either. 
He  would  go  himfelfto  propaigate  the  Chriiiian  feith  in  India  :  when 
ftopt  from  that  projoft  by  nearer  dangers  to  that  Catbolick  religion 
which  feemed  an  o\^&,  of  paffionate  fbndncfs  to  Sebailian  more  than 
of  pious  care ;  he  joined  King  Philip  the  Second  of  Spain  againft 
Muley  Moloch,  the  heroick  defender  of  Mahometamfm,and  invader  of 
his  nephew's  rights  King  Mahomet,  who  helped  the  Portugueze  in 
hope  of  conquering  for  himfelf,  no  doubt,  and  dcftoying  an  uncle  whofe 
ill  ftate  of  health  rendered  him  rpore  eafily  overcome.  The  battle  of 
Alcazar  was  fought  in  1579.     Muley  Moloch,  carried  to.  the  field  in  a 
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litter,  encouraged  his  troops,  and  animated  by  the  noble  noifc  and 
thunder  of  the  war,  lick  as  he  was,  leaped  from  his  couch,  and  fought 
gallantly  at  their  head ;  till  overpowered  by  illnefs,  not  by  wounds, 
he  dropt ;  and  charging  thofe  round  Kim  not  to  reveal  his  death,  feH 
glorioufly,  while  his  brave  troops,  thinking  him  ftill  a  witnefs  to  their 
valour,  charged  heavily  on  bold  Sebaftian,  who  having  had  three  horfes 
killed  under  him  they  hoped  would  yield.  *'  Surrender,  Chriftian  king ! 
they  cncAf  Jiirrender  !  your  life  is  fafe  with  ms^  "  But  who  fliall  fave 
my  honour P*'  replied  he,  and  ruihed  among  them,  till  he  found  his  death. 
His  corpfe  was  never  found ;  his  hapleis  kingdom,  a  prey  to  ftvcn 
candidates  at  once,  dropt  to  the  King  of  Spain^  whom  Don  Antonio  de 
Caftro  vainly  attempted  to  keep  out :  when  the  Due  d'AIva,  red  veith 
the  blood  of  the  Proteftants,  returned  from  all  his  horrors  in  the 
Netherlands,  and  taking  pofleifion  of  Lifbon,  treated  the  nobles  with 
tmexampled  cruelty.  Philip  the  Iccond  and  his  Ion  governing  Portugal 
by  viceroys,  oppreflcd  her  terribly ;  and  the  laft  named  prince  con- 
tributed no  little  to  her  depopulation  likewife,  when  all  thofe  Moors 
and  Jews  were  driven  out,  that  made  nearly  a  million  of  fubjeAs,  fcnt 
from  both  realms  at  once.  Such  conduct,  though  it  rendered  Spain  a 
dcfert,  gave  fpirits  to  the  old  Braganza  houlc,  who  even  then  planned 
the  reftoration  of  that  independence  which  Portugal  fo  well  deferves. 
Philip  the  third  was  ftill  employed  in  Flanders,  where  he  continued 
the  lyftem  of  oppreffion.  Spinola,  his  general,  took  not  Oftend,  how- 
ever, till  after  fifty  thoufand  men  had  loft  their  lives  before  it.  Our 
brave  Sir  Horace  Vcre  flipt  through  his  fingers  with  four  thoufand 
foldiers,  and  he  was  forced  at  length  to  acknowledge  the  Free  United 
States,  as  fiich,  in  the  year  l6o4.  His  fon,  Philip  the  fourth,  employed 
his  agents  to  cajole  our  James  I.  with  promife  of  a  marriage  between 
his  fon  Charles  and  the  infanta  of  Spain ;  while  projeds  of  more  im- 
portance  were  maturing,  in  what  he  deemed  his  natiu'al  dominions : 
and  the  year  l622,  filently  carried  on  the  Portugueze  confpiracy,  which 
in  eighteen  years  more  fet  on  the  throne  of  his  anceftors,  Jean  le 
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CHAP.    IX, 


PORTUGAL,  PERSIA,  INDIA,  CHINA,  TURKEY,  AFRICA, 

AND  ROME-    TO  l650. 


WHILST  the  princes  of  Portugal  were  running  the  race  of  Chrif- 
tian  perfe6tion  here  at  home,  their  fubjefts  in  the  eaft  fufFered 
grievous  degeneration,  falling  far  below  the  true  ftandard  of  pagan 
morality :  and  whilft  the  (on  of  virtuous  and  exemplary  Albuquerque 
recorded  in  elegant  language  his  father's  pious  intentions  and  heroick 
deeds,  Nuno  d'Acunha  a6ted  in  direft  oppofition  to  his  fo  great  ex- 
ample. Wifhing  to  make  himfelf  matter  of  Daman,  an  ifland  on  the 
coaft  of  Cambaya,  he  fell  upon  the  inhabitants  fword  in  hand.  *'  Why 
**  all  this  daughter  ?  European,"  faid  their  chieftain,  *'  take  the  place 
*'  quietly,  but  let  us  go  firft,  and  give  us  neceflaries  for  our  emigrai- 
*^  tion."  The  hafty  and  unfeeling  Ninio  (for  fo  his  countrymen  pro- 
nounce his  name}"put  them  every  foul  to  the  fword.  The  King  of 
Pegu,  hearing  tbcfe  particulars,  refolved  upon  refiftance,  and  long  wars 
enfued.  The  rubies  of  that  place  however,  although  not  equal  to 
thole  found  on  Ceylon,  attracted  Corea,  who,  after  lofing  fome  of  his 
Portugueze  by  the  valour  of  thefe  antagonifts,  thought  it  was  beft  to- 
deal  with  them  by  ftratagem :  and  as  both  parties  now  began  to  wilh 
for  peace,  let  it  be  confirmed  by  oath  they  faid — agreed.  "  We  fwear 
"  upon  a  book  here  in  the  eaft,  the  Veidam  ;  it  contains  our  law  and 
^^  our  belie£"  '*  We  too,"  fays  Corea,  ''  fwear  by  the  bleft  Evan- 
^  gelifts." — *^  Bring  out  the  volumes,  Chriftian,"  cried  the  King  of  ' 
Pegu,  "  and  let  us  ratify  our  folemn  contraft."  An  immenfe  multi- 
tude 
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tude  of  Indians,  peacefully  arrayed,  arrived  to  witnefs  the  well-meant 
tranfadion,  calling  the  fun  to  look  into  their  hearts.  ,  Corea  had  but 
thirty  men  with  him ;  but  they  were  all  in  arms.  When  his  book 
had  been  kifled,  he  held  it  up  with  a  triumphant  laugh,  Ihewing  it 
the  foldiers — "  It  was  B./ong-hook  only  that  I  fwore  on,"  cried  the  cool 
traitor  from  our  temperate  zone,  *'  Fall  on  thefe  fellows ;  cut  them  all 
^*  to  pieces :"  and  {o  they  did,  leaving  not  one  alive.  Another  Portu- 
gucze,  in  confequence  of  a  religious  vow,  he  faid,  knocked  down  the 
pagodas  all  at  once,  and  fet  his  men  to  maflacre  the  poor  Malays,  who 
innocently  came  to  weep  over  their  ruins.  Nor  did  the  kings  longer 
receive  the  produce  unimpaired  of  oriental  tribute.  Remittances, 
which  had  eiiriched  the  coffers  of  John  the  Rigorous,  were  diflipated , 
and  detained  by  thefe  truly  worthlefs  governors,  who  fought  for  fpoil 
like  bcafb  of  prey,  not  men ;  and  having  plundered  the  inhabitante 
of  provinces,  they  were  fent  forth  to  civilize,  not  dcftroy,  they 
robbed  their  fbvereigns  of  their  juft  revenue ;  while  torturers,  mur- 
derers, inquifitors,  thieves  in  fliort,  (call  them  how  elfe  we  will) 
brought  fname  upon  their  country  and  religion,  and  made  the  name 
of  Europe  much  abhorred.  The  fource  of  all  this  mifchief  is  not  hard 
to  trace.  >  When  'twas  fuppofed  the  Pope  of  Rome  had  power  to 
beftow  nations  that  he  never  faw,  wide-fpreading  diftrifts  of  which 
he  had  fcarcc  time  to  read  an  adequate  defcription,  the  reft  followed 
of  courfe ;  for  if  he  gave  enormous  territories  to  a  Portugueze  king, 
he  had  not  ftipulated  to  withold  the  property  of  individuals  from  a 
Portugueze  captain,  or  the  inferior  officers  who  cheated  ///w,  while 
he  was  defrauding  the  crown.  It  was  a  train  of  error  and  offence  not 
new  in  the  world,  for  where  men  are,  there  will  be  offence  and  error. 
So  long  ago  as  the  days  of  Xenophon  may  Rctrojpe&ion  fee  thefe  ills 
provided  againft ;  where,  in  the  Cyropoedia,  the  young  prince  is  cen- 
fured  for  having,  in  his  rage  of  liberality,  beftowxd  a  big  coat  which* 
belonged  to  a  little  boy  upon  a  great  boy  that  he  thought  would  fit  it 
better.     *^  Nay,"  fays  his  inftrudor,  *^  you  are  now  in  danger  of  grow- 
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^*  ing  unjuft,  when  you  feek  only  to  be  generous.  The  little  boy  has 
*'  a  right  to  his  own  coat,  fit  him  or  not,  and  'tis  tyrannick  violence  to 
*'  take  it  from  him/'  Alexander  VI.  when  he  drew  the  line  of  de- 
marcation between  Spain  and  Portugal,  in  South  America,  might  have 
perhaps  been  turned  from  his  purpofe,  had  he  been  reminded  that  he 
was  afting  like  the  hahy  Cyrus,  of  whom  he  had  read  no  doubt,  but 
with  more  care  concerning  the  language  than  the  fentiment. 

Various  misfortunes  retard  the  progrefs  of  fciencc :  when  learning 
was  newly  revived,  fcholars  ftudied  chiefly  to  polilli  the  key  of  the 
place  where  her  long-entranced  body  lay :  they  fwept  out  her  apart- 
ments neatly,  clafTed  her  pofleflions  diligently,  and  fpent  no  little  time 
upon  the  Jiair-caje,  admiring  and  jul]tly  the  gradual,  the  luminous  afcent. 
'Tis  other  wife  now  that  Ihe  is  once  more  in  decay  from  ^^^,as  then  from 
Jicknefs.  Every  pretender,  like  myfelf,  who  can  make  a  light  ladder 
of  ropes,  runs  up  now,  and  enters  by  the  window,  venturing  a  fall j  for 
the  fake  of  fome  literary  plunder,  which  we  devour  and  digeft,  and 
truft  to  our  agility  for  more  ;  but  never  knowing  either  the  comforts 
or  Ibrrows  of  repletion,  we  fcize  the  fentiment y  and  negleft  the  Jan-' 
guage. 

Such  reflexions  will  however,  but  retard  our  work.  That  it  may 
not  be  gloomy  beyond  endurance,  the  charafter  of  Juan  de  Caftro 
breaks  the  cloud ;  and  though  Raynal  refufes  not  to  grieve  aloud  that 
any  Chriftian  fiiould  behave  with  honour,  he  confeflles  this  man  to 
have  pofleft  an  elevated  foul,  and  fays  he  had  imbued  it  with  the 
maxims  of  old  Greece  and  Rome ;  which  appears  not  to  have  been  a 
mere  author's  fpeech  or  common-place,  for  Caftro,  after  conquering 
Surat,  amufed  himfelf  and  his  companions  with  mi^itnting  funeral 
games,  after  the  antique  manner,  to  celebrate  the  heroes  who  died  in 
battle ;  nor  were  thefe  vidories  as  eafy  as  thofe  of  Cartez  or  Cabral  ia 
'the  weftern  world.  Coje  Sophar  was  an  antagonift  worthy  a  warrior's 
arm,  and  one  of  lefs  note  than  Caftro  would  fcarce  have  vanquiftied 
him.     The  Indians  indeed  admired  their  prowefs — but  the  faying  of  a 
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.Malay  chief  fhews  the  fuperiority  of  thefe  inen*s  minds  to  thofe  who 
inhabited  America.  While  Montezuma  verily  believed  our  Europeans 
children  of  the  fun,  this  fellow  wifely  remarked,  that  Providence  had 
Ihevvn  its  care  for  human  kind  in  creating  Portuguezc  men  few  in 
number,  juft  like  the  lions  and  wild  beafts,  faid  he ;  had  they  been 
plentiful  as  rabbits,  our  race  had  furely  been  annihilated. 

The  Queen  of  Portugal  however,  when  flic  heard  the  buftle  made 
at  Goa  by  Juan,  after  his  deftruAion  of  the  people  who  oppofcd  him, 
faid  it  was  a  pagan  triumph  ill  befitting  a  chriftian  hero.  The  reigning 
prince  foon  after  thefe  events,  heard  of  a  deep  confpiracy  in  India, 
formed  among  the  rulers  of  Ibmc  places  yet  free  and  independent :  he 
therefore  haftened  to  fend  Ataida,  who  learned  particulars  of  the  ill- 
laid  plot  from  a  trufted  miftrefs  of  Idalcan,  one  of  the  combined 
princes,  who  could  not  keep  his  lecret  from  this  favourite,  and  fhe  be- 
trayed him  to  the  Portugueze.  Jt  is  obfer^^able  that  in  both  hemi- 
fpheres  a  love  for  novelty  <juickly  engaged  the  females  to  promote  the 
happinefs  and  ftability  of  thefe  new-comers.  Women  firft  courted 
the  Trafcalans  to  entertain  and  make  friends  with  Cortez — a  woman 
now  threw  the  Eaft  Indies  into  Ataida's  hand,  but  he  fcorned  to  abufe 
his  power.  While  he  managed  the  public  money,  none  was  embezzled ; 
while  he  held  the  reigns  of  fovereignty,  none  were  opprcfled  :  but  the 
•death  or  lofs  of  Scbaftian,  as  it  involved  the  parent  kingdom  in  a  tem- 
porary chaos,  {o  the  unlucky  accident  which  happened  to  this  gover- 
nor ended  all  comfort  of  their  fubje(fts  in  the  colonies.  Soon  as  they 
•heard  Philip  of  Spain  was  their  maftcr,  and  Portugal  now  a  mere  pro- 
vince to  that  crown,  a  total  change  appeared.  Some  rich  men  made 
themfelves  independent,  fome  turned  pirates,  and  fome  joined  the 
princes  of  the  country,  who  admired  their  powers  and  gratified  their 
pride.  All  funk  immerfed  in  vice,  which  Caftro  had  checked,  and 
Ataida  in  fome  meafure  had  rcftrained.  Manners  grew  more  and  more 
>dcpraved,  till  Hollanders,  urged  by  avarice,  as  the  Portugueze  had  been 
Jftimulated  by  miftaken  piety,  and  inflamed  by  martial  ardour,  fl:ept 
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forward  and  difptited  with  them  the  empire  of  the  oriental  feat  of  gems 
and  fpicps.  Dutchmen  were  become  exceedingly  formidable  in  Europe  ; 
the  year  1590  faw  their  fleets  humble  the  Spanifh  flag.  They  had,  like 
ancient  Rome,  at  beginning  of  their  republick,  granted  an  afylum  to 
all  pirates,  by  way  of  galling  their  tyrant  Philip ;  and  'twas  their  coun- 
tryman Houtman*s  having  been  long  detained  for  debt  at  Li/bon  which 
taught  them  how  to  torment  the  Portugueze,  when  his  prudence  pro- 
cured him  an  alliance  with  the  principal  fovereign  of  Java,  purchafed 
God  knows  how,  or  by  what  facrifices;  but  in  lOo2  their  Eaft  India 
Company  was  eftabliflied.  Their  competitors  loft  ground  every  day, 
and  all  went  fo  much  in  favour  of  thefe  Batayians,  that  after  Philip  the 
fourth  had  unwifely  renewed  war  with  them,  when  they  were  grown 
able  to  make  head  againft  his  power,  and  quarrelled  with  France  bc- 
iidc,  he  gave  them  cauie  of  triumph  every  hour,  and  Ihewed  his  in- 
creafed  weaknefs,  fb  that  the  valiant  Portugueze,  by  a  well-concerted 
plan  promptly  executed,  Ihook  off  the  Duchefs  of  Mantua's  mifcrablc 
adminiflration,  and  fcorning  to  be  governed  by  the  King  of  Spain's 
aunt,  fuddenly  fet  John  of  Bragan^a  upon  their  throne,  A.  D.  l640. 
Thif  gallant  prince  was  of  the  royal  ftock,  and  lineally  defcended  from 
him  whofe  neck  fell  under  the  axe  of  John  the  Rigorous,  whofc  race 
being  extinguifhed  in  Don  Sebaftian's  fole  Ion  Antony,  it  was  moft 
juft  and  happy  for  mankind  that  brave  Bragan^a,  in  whofe  family  the 
blood  was  beft  preferved,  fhould  rule  his  own  hereditary  realms  by 
name  of  Jtau  le  Fortune^  fourth  of  the  name.  This  admirable  fove- 
reign, deferving  all  that  heaven  had  done  for  him,  behaved  moft 
liveetly  after  his  elevation,  wearing  the  fame  drefs  that  he  did  before, 
and  partaking  of  a  table  by  no  means  more  fplendid.  '*  All  foods 
nourifh  a  nian,'*  faid  he,  *'  and  all  clothes  cover  him.  The  diffe- 
rence between  other  people  and  princes  is  fimply  this,  that  tliey 
**  fh^ould  be  gentle — ^but  we  fhould  be  kind.''  His  reign,  to  which  by- 
all  men  was  wiflicd  a  long  continuance,  laftcd  till  l05O.  Of  his  co- 
lonics in  the  caft  indeed,  few  or  none  remained.  Macao,  Goa  and 
Voiu  II.  A  a  Tiraor^ 
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Timor,  were  his  beft  pofleffions  there :  if  however  he  learned  how 
little  wife  it  is  for  a  fmall  country  to  deiire  wide  fprcading  colonies  at 
a  vaft  diftance  from  the  parent  neft,  he  gained  more  than  they  could 
bring  him  in,  experience :  for  had  things  taken  what  is  called  a  fa- 
vourable turn,  Lifbon  mull  have  been  by  that  time  a  town  of  facftory 
and  merchants  merely,  with  a  good  hofpital  for  iick  failors,  impaired 
by  long  and  frequent  voyages  to  an  unwholeibme  climate. 

In  the  weftem  hemisphere,  the  Dutch  began  like  wife  to  threat  and 
teaze  the  Portugueze  when  deferted  of  their  rulers,  and  took  the  town 
of  Paraiba  from  them  about  l035  :  but  'twas  retaken  afterwards  un- 
der the  reign  of  John,  while  Puerto  Seguro  defends  their  Bmfils,  rich 
i?n  fugars,  odours,  metals,  medicinal  plants,  &c.  to  this  day ;  Bata- 
vian  invaders  having  been  finally  driven  thence  about  the  year  l650. 
'Tis  curious  to  fee  how  the  new  continent,  however,  degenerates  froni 
the  old ;  I  know  not  whether  any  produdl  of  nature  is  quite  as  per*^ 
fetft  in  the  occidental  world,  mountains  and  rivers  excepted,  as  in  ouc 
own  hemifphcrc.  Though  the  tropical  birds  feem  more  curious  and 
beautiful  in  fbuth  America  than  any  where :  a  condor  that  trufles  a 
calf  as  an  eagle  in  Scotland  would  a  rabbit,  is  perhaps  peculiar  to  that 
region,  and  yet  the  roc*s  egg,  mentioned  as  a  prodigious  rarity  in  the 
Arabian  tales,  feems  the  fame  creature,  and  Pennant  mentions  the  bird 
called  a  ruck — when  I  aiked  him  perfonally  of  the  matter,  I  faw  he 
confidered  the  roc  as  a  real,  not  a  fictitious  animal,  but  that  it  was 
lefs  unfrequently  feen  in  the  voeJ}y  under  the  name  condor.  The 
world  in  fhort,  began  to  be  known,  examined,  and  arranged  in  the 
period  of  our  prefcnt  RetroJ^edt,  namely,  the  firfl  fifty  years  of  the 
feventeenth  century,  pretty  well ;  and  men  faw  how  filly  they  had 
been,  to  think  it  was  going  to  be  deflroyed  at  beginning  of  the 
twelfth.  Chrlfl  fays  exprelsly,  "  that  this  gofpcl  of  the  kingdom  fhall 
be  preached  in  all  the  world  for  a  witnefs  unto  all  nations — and  t)ien 
JhaJl  the  end  come''  To  do  men  juflice,  they  did  fpare  no  pains  for  pro- 
pagation of  that  religion  which  had  been  originally  founded  on  the 
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go%d ;  «fid  though  from  policy  the  Romaniils  locked  up  the  word  of 
<5od  at  home,  their  miflioiiaries  willingly  promulgated  abroad  thofc 
flcvangclical  truths  which  even  militated  againft  their  pwn  intereft,  and 
Jefuits  in  Paraguay  were  in  our  latter  times  found  living  a«nong  their 
profelytes  with  iimplicity  and  genricntfs  rcfembling  the  -Qimkers'  co- 
iony  in  P^nnfyhania,  It  was  however,  with  none  of  thefe  pious  and 
virtuous  intents  that  the  Dutch  fought  iti  l6oi,  to  open  a  communi- 
cation with  China,  trade  was  tfuir  only  means,  and  wealth  their  only 
wi<h:  but  the  Chinefe  fteady  to  the  fame  puvpoCc,  inter e/l,  have  taken 
procifeiy  tlw  contrary  method ;  and  as  it  was  for  benefit  of  thofe  fepub- 
Hcans  to  enter  into  every  country,  fo  was  it  for  the  benefit  of  thefe 
imperialifis  to  keep  every  country's  inhabitants  at  diftance  from  their 
own.  If  then'  it  may  be  accounted  as  approbation  to  declare,  that 
whiift  a  flux  and  reflux  agitated  for  many  rolling  years  the  other  parts 
of  our  terraqueous  globe,  one  nation  reniained  refolutely  (lagnant, 
tihat  praiiie  befengs  to  China,  whiie  Symes  confefles  they  coin  no  mo* 
ciey  yet,  but  in  their  commerce  with  us  at  Canton,  ufe  Spanifh  doUaxB. 
Their  focond  boaft  is  a  remote  antiquity,  but  Fohe  was  their  anceftor ; 
fc  he  was  ours,  if  Nohe,  Noe,  Noeh,  be  the  man>  as  Mr.  Bryant  rightly 
conjcAures.  Confucius,  foppofed  to  have  flourilhed  about  the  time  6f 
Oraefiis,  and  the  elder  Tanjuin,  five  hundred  years  before  our  Saviour's 
incarnation,  was  their  legiflator,  and  his  laws,  who  was  at  once  their 
Solon  and  their  Socrates,  are  ftill  obforved,  and  laugh  at  the  conftancy 
of  Sparta  to  her  Lycurgus.  The  codes  indeed  refemble  each  other 
in  nothing  unlefs  permiffion  of  thievery  perhaps ;  as  Ferdinand  An- 
drada  found  them  in  the  year  1518,  and  as  Hambroeck  left  them 
1  &4S,  inch  are  they  now,  and  fo  did  .£neas  Anderfon  deforibe  them 
in  1707 ;  adding  not  an  idea  to  thofe  given  us  in  Herbert's  traveb, 
1032.  Duhalde  and  le  Comte  tell  us  fome  amufing  tales  of  the  ieduc- 
ing  women  icnt  i^  the  king  of  Xi  to  corrupt  the  morals  of  their 
emperor  and  mandarins,  and  how  Confucius  left  the  court,  and  with 
ieven^-two  dodors,  a  ^xt  of  Septuagint,  fot  down  his  diredions  to 
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future  fovcreigne ;    how  he  lived  (evcnty-two  years,  and  .was  burled 
near  the  ri  vcr  XA,  in  the  diftrift  of  Riofu  ;  how  his  memory  is  ftiU 
facred  and  his  precepts  even  yet  obeyed ;  how  he  arranged  thofc  pre- 
cepts under  four  different  heads — the  acquifition  of  moral  virtue, 
the  art  of  juft  reafoning,  the  ftudy  of  good  government,  and  fourthly 
the  power  of  enforcing  all  this  by  eloquence.     We  knew  indeed,  be- 
fore this  information,  that  ethicks,  logick,  politicks,  and  rhetorick  were 
neceffaries  to  civilized  life,  but  men  liked  the  new  periphrafis  better 
than  the  old  nouns,  and  Perc  Couplet  made  himfelf  welcome  to  the 
world  in  l687,  by  publilhing  at  Paris  ibme  of  thefc  wonders  tranf- 
lated  into  Latin  :  how  he  got  to  underftand  the  originals  is  not  quite 
clear  though,  while  but  few  of  their  own  literati  make  pretence  of  com- 
prehending their  copious  and  anomalous  language^  fo  as  to  read  any  book 
quite  through,  in  which  the  letters  and  words  are  complicated  and  nu- 
merous beyond  all  idea  of  us  Europeans.    Father  Couplet  telk  us  how- 
ever, notwithftanding  this  inacceffibility,  how  Confucius  learned  much 
from  Yao's  records,  who  had  Chun  for  his  fucceilbr ;  but  Yaa.was  con- 
temporary with  the  firft  and  earlieft  poft-diluvians,  and  muft  have 
been  greatly  beforehand  with  Moies  or  Cecrops,  if  he  could  really 
regifter  events  by  any  mode  of  writing.     Phoenicians,  Egyptians,  all 
give  place  to  Yao,  if  we  believe  the  Tabula  Chronologica  Monarchiae 
Sintca  of  that  good  miffionary,  who  died  in  his  kft  voyage  iGgSi,  but 
not  before  he  had  filled  France  with  notions  of  Chinefe  fiiperiority 
which  have  been  fwelling  ever  lince.     Their  population,  their  inland 
canals,  their  beautiful  fire- works,  their  artificial  rocks,  and  vaft  impe- 
rial palace,  are  the  five  bells  on  which  we  muft  ring  perpetual  changes 
indeed,  for  nothing  elfe  is  told  us ;   and  thefe  fads  would  have  le& 
power  of  attra<ftion,  did  ndt  the  apparent  abfence  of  all  reli^ous  efta* 
blifhments  catch  hold  upon  our  fancy  in  fuch  a  mariner,  that  each 
fcoffing  wit  and  femi-philoibpher  has  delighted  to  dwell  on,  aiid 
exalt  the  wifdom  of  a  ftate,  which  can  iiibfift  fb  long  without  a 
fteady  code  of  pious  inftitutions^  or  any  corporate  body  of  cede- 

fiafticks. 


CH.  IX.]  PORTUGAL,  PERSIA,  INDIA,  CHINA,  &c.  J89 

iiaflicks.  With  regard  to  the  vaft  wall  of  fifteen  hundred,  miles,  'tis 
more  a  proof  of  ignorance  than  knowledge  ;  all  other  kingdoms  can 
find '  out  a  way,  nearer  than  building  walls,  to  keep  invaders  out. 
The  wall  meanwhile  mofi:  certainly  is  carried  over  hill  and  dale,  an 
immenfe  bulwark  both  for  licight  and  breadth ;  P.  Regis  took  a  map 
of  Petcheli,  eaft  of  Pekin,  and  ofteu  ftretched  his  line  upon  the  top, 
to  meafure  there  the  bafis  of  triangles,  and  take  fome  diftant  points 
with  an  inftrument.  They  always  found  it  wide  enough  to  admit 
five  or  fix  horfemen  riding  on't  abreaft,  and  that  with  eafe.  Their 
bridges  too  are  wonderful,  that  over  the  river  SafFrany  is  four  hundred 
cubits  long,  five  hundred  high,  and  joins  two  natural,  not  artificial 
mountains.  Such  works  evince  enormous  population,  and  popula- 
tion implies  agriculture.  The  turning  water  over  all  their  land  fuf- 
fices,  to  lay  true,  for  fuch  as  yield  but  rice;  and  rice  compofcs  the 
bread  com  of  China.  Their  fifhcries  are  likewife  very  curious,  Her- 
bert mentions  the  tame  cormorants  which  furprized  lord  Macartney's 
fuite,  and  might  have  more  furprized  them  had  they  refle<fted  that 
the  lame  ftrange  method  had  gone  on  unaltered  for  two  whole  cen- 
turies, perhaps  for  four.  It  was  in  1O92,  that  we  were  told,  how  the 
good  Emperor  is  himfelf  chiefly  hulbandman,  Ible  prieft,  and  parent 
of  his  country,  which  'tis  his  care  to  render  tTiaccefJihley  raifing  in  poli- 
tical life  the  fame  artificial  rocks  as  fo  delight  the  Chinefe  in  their 
gardening.  The  fame  high  wall  for  keeping  in  every  fpnfe  all  other 
nations  at  a  diftance.  The  rule  too  that  every  fon  Ihould  follow  hi& 
father's  trade  is  a  ftrong  bar  againft  incroachxnents  at  home  ;  where 
ambition  is  thus  driven  behind  the  diftance  poft,  each  man  will 
keep  his  own  rank  certainly ;  nor  will  the  pealants  toe  be  ever  able 
-to  gall  the  courtier's  kibe,  as  Hamlet  lays :  but  why  our  modem  men 
of  letters  Ihould  fo  efteem  the  Chinefe  ioi  fuch  a  rule  I  fee  not.  Had 
th^  been  bred  each  to  hts  father's  trade,  much  Ipeculative  nonlenfe  had 
been  even  yet  unborn.  Voltaire  would  have  kept  office  accounts 
^nd  ftruck  treafury  tallies  with  more  exadnefs  than  he  ufed  in  hia 
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compilation  of  hiftonck  annals  :   Rouifeau  would  have  been  an  honed 
watchmaker  at  Geneva,  and  Diderot's  acutcncfs  would  all  have  been 
beftovvcd  upon  the  knives  he  fharpencd.     Tbcy  might  exclaim  with 
']>*cxo,  *' What  artl/is peripied  !   when  we  turned  Polymath ifts.     Their 
friends  in  China  were  in  1 030  however,  although  fortified  with  Afiatick 
fences,  ftrangcly  difturbed  by  Scythian  turbulence,  and  Cum  Chi,  laft 
of  the  old  dynafty,  being  befieged  by  Li  Cum  Quei,  hanged  himfelf  in 
dcfpair,  like  a  very  Englifhman  in  November ;  while  Ufum  Quei,  the 
general  of  his  armies,  calling  in  Tzum  Ti,  the  Taitaar,  or  as  we  call 
him  the  Tartar  king,  by  way  of  auxiliary  ;   the  race  of  Yao  was  ex- 
changed for  an  Ifmaelitifh  Ibvereign.    No  alteration  however,  as  it  ap- 
pears, was  made  either  in  government  or  civil  life.     Ever  ready  to  ap- 
plaud their  own  way,  and  dcfpifc  all  the  world  bcfide,   they  ftill  eat 
dead  dogs  as  they  did  in  the  year  1042,  and  fteal  with  their  toes  as  in 
1 520  ;   and  while  the  great  mandarins  made  a  joke  of  our  presents  in 
]  79O,  their  fagc  and  hoary  emperor  fent  to  the  king  of  England  in  return 
a  book  he  could  not  read,  nor  learn  to  read,  nor  take  the  fmallcft  intereft 
in,  was  he  ableto  read  it  to-morrow.  Such  are  the  wife  and  the  polite Chi- 
nefe.  When  ourCharlcs  II.  once  was  riding  over  the  Surrey  hills,  he  faw  a 
gentleman's  feat,  and  afkcd  fuddenly  whofe  it  was.  '*  That  houfe,  Sir,** 
replied  one  of  his  attendants,  "  belongs  to  'Squire  Buckle  of  Banftead,  a 
**  gentleman  of  50ol.  o'year :  and  what  is  worth  remarking,  an't  plcafe 
**  your  Majefty,  it  has  remained  in  his  houfe  from  father  to  ion  for  five 
**  hundred  years  nowabout,  and  never  either  increafed  or  diminifhed  in 
'*  value.'*     *'  A  rare  family  i'faith  !*'  exclaimed  our  merry  Monarch, 
w^hich  for  fo  long  a  time  has  never  had  either  one  wife  man  or  one 
fool  in  it.     And  with  the  like  praifc,  if  praife  it  be,  we  will  difinifs 
*'  this  empire."     That  of  the  Turks  did  in  no  wife  refemble  it.  A  fu- 
rious tumult  of  the  Janiflaries,  who,  like  the  elephants  m  battle,  al- 
ways either  win  the  day   by  their  weight  againil:  an  enemy,  or  lofe 
it  by  the  confufion  they  caufe  in  turning  back  and  trampling  their 
friend?,  uflieccd  in  the  reign  of  Mahomet  the  third,  who,  having  had 
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private  information  of  his  father's  death,  kept  faft  the  fatal  fecrct  and 
invited  his  nineteen  brothers  to  a  fblemn  feaft ;  they,  ignorant  of 
Amurath's  danger,  though  accuflomed  to  hear  of  his  iihicfs,  came  with 
pkafure  and  were  ftrangled  to  a  man ;  ten  pregnant  fuitanas  being  on 
the  fame  day  thrown  into  the  fea.     But  the  fierce  foldiery,  enraged 
they  had  not  been  confulted  who  fhould  reign,  rofe  on  the  inftant  and 
committed  furious  outrage,  till  Mahbmet,  and  the  great  BafTas  who 
had  fixed  on  A/w,  by  beflowing  immenfe  largefTes  upon  them,  pur- 
chafcd  a  quiet  moment.     A  new  tent  was  in  that  moment  fuddenJy 
erecfted  near  Santa  Sophia's  temple.     The  yoimg  Sultan^  there  placed 
before  his  own  body  the  revcr'd  parent's  corpfe,  a  certain  fhelter ;  and 
from  that  pofl,  fecure  and  confident,  harangued  thefe  riotous  defen- 
ders of  his  perfbn.  '*  What  would  you  have  ?"  faid  he,  '*  here  I  remain 
'*  fble  progeny  of  this  your  favourite  Emperor.  Here  lie  his  other  fbns  ! 
*<  lifting  a  curtain  which  concealed  the  murdered  princes :  I'll  join  their 
"  number  or  reign  over  Turkey."  The  JanifTaries  fhouted  ^*  Long  live 
f*  great  Mahomet!  lord  over  all,  from  rifing  up  of  the  fun  to  going 
**  dawn  of  the  fame."  A  banquet  was  prepared  for  all  the  guards,  and 
a  few  of  them  being  that  evening  fomewhat  difpofcd  tomifrulcin 
their  mirth,  largefTes  were  no  longer  produced  to  appeafc  'cm,  but 
cannon  planted  round  the  principal  fquare,  reminded  them  more  rougL  ly. 
of  their  duty.     Thus  was  the  flate  tranquillized  at  once,  but  Ma- 
homet  had   Chriflian  foes  to  contend  with,   who  woyld  not  fo  be 
filenced.     For  whilfl  the  Emperor  Rodolphus  collecfled  pid:ures,  or 
counted  the  drops  as  they  fell  from  a  retort,  or  worked  a, favourite 
horfe  between  the  pillars,  or  watched  the  immerfion  of  one  of  Jupi- 
ter's fatellites ;   Count  Ernefl  de  Mansfelt,  flyled  the  UlylTes  of  Ger- 
many, battled  the  Turks  with  fuch  fuccefs  at  Strigonium,  that  after  a 
dreadful  fiege   it  was  taken,  and  the  old  Alibeg  who  defended  it  was 
killed  fighting  at  eighty-two  years  old,  after  having  told  Palfi,  the  fum- 
moning  General,  that  fire,  fword  and  fainine  were  the  fame  to  him,  fo 
as  he  ferved  hb  mafler  faithfully;  fb  as  honour  accompanied  him  to 

the 
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the  door  of  death,  and  the  Prophet  called  him  in  at  the  gates  of  Para- 
dife  :   but  new  and  dangerous  foes  feemed  darting  up  againft  the  Ot- 
tomans.   Some  Ruffians,  fo  they  are  now  called,  Mufcovites  therij  fig- 
nallzcd  themfclves,  when  being  united  with  the  Tranfylvanians,  they 
beat  the  old  general,  Sinan  BaiTa,  at  Bucareft,  upon  the  banks  of  the 
Danube,  where  he  had  wifely  formed  a  bridge  of  boats,  on  which  a 
fcene  of  horror  was  exhibited,  fcarcely  furpafs'd,   if  equall'd  in  carnage, 
by  the  far-fam'd  paffage  of  the  Granicus: — water  with  fire  in  ruin  re- 
conciled. Nor  were  portents  and  prodigies  here  wanting  to  fill  up  the 
confummatc  tragedy,  when  on  the  morning  of  the  fight  aa  eagle,  high*  , 
foaring  above  both  the  ri\'al  armies,  ftooped,  not  unfecn  or  unoWervcd 
of  either,  and  perched  upon  the  tent  of  Sigifmund.     When  fhe  had 
fate  a  while  and  plumed  herfelf,  the  Chriftian  warriors  fliouted,  and 
ftruck  fuch  panick  on  all  Turkilh  hearts  who  heard  the  clang  of  her 
wings  as  Ihc  flew  off,  that  their  great  Bafla,  expert  in  war,  could  not 
controul  or  countcraA.     Upon  the  firft  aflault  they  fled,  fure  of  de- 
feat yet  defirous  offafety,  to  the  bridge  of  boats,  and  when  juft  over, 
their  purfucrs  followed.     Sinan  fet  fire  to  the  fore-laid  train,  and  the 
machine  all  blazed  up  in  an  inftant:  while  Chiefs  confufcd  in  mutual 
Slaughter,  Moor  and  Chriftian  rolled  along,  and  made  it  Mahomet's  beft 
policy  to  repair  by  negotiation  the  heavy  lofs  he  had  fwftained  in  war, 
exciting  the  Chan  of  Tartary  to  enter  the  territories  of  Moldavia,  and 
make  a  ufeful  diverfion  in  his  favour.     Buda  being  favcd  meantime 
from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  allies,  and  a  rebellion  at  Conftanti- 
nople  cruftied  in  its  infancy,  the  Sultan  yielded  himiclf  up  to  pleafure, 
and  died  of  the  diforders  caufed  by  its  cxce/s,  leaving  young  Achmet 
fucceflbr.     A  plague  of  locufts  diftrefled  the  realm  during  his   admi- 
niftration,  nor  did  his  tributary  kings  of  Fez  and  Morocco  contribute 
a  little  to  difquiet  him.     Thofe  diftrids  had  been  ufurped  by  a  bafe* 
bom  prince,  whofc  flecp  was  everlaftingly  broken  by  the  noife  of  a  pre- 
ternatural dram :  civil  difturbances  followed,  and  Achmet  was  called 
to  the  decifioa.     A  fudden  ftoppage  of  the  periodical  rains  happening 

immediately 
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immediately  on  his  arrival,  that  and  other  occurrences  of  lefs  im- 
portance were  all  attributed  to  the  powerful  Ibrceries.  of  Muley  HafHetj 
whom  they  averred  to  have  a  hltce  tiKth — hlaatantVLCCordAtagto  the  mnick 
ideas  of  Denmark  arid  Notway,  which  feem  to  have  been  believed  in 
fofter  climates  upon  this  occadon  :  Achmet  commanded  the  tooth  to 
be  drawn  ;  but  the  enchantet  with  one  hundred  men  only,  defended 
hirhfelf  and  his  tooth  fo  well  againft  two  thoufand  Turkiih  horie, 
that  the  Sultan  himlelf  began  to  fear  fche  wizard  ;  the  more,  as  an 
•exptbfs  came  froni  Conftafatinople  to  tell  that  a  peftilcnce  v«ras  begun 
thete  according  to  the  words  of  Muley  Hamet,  who  threatened  his  ca- 
pital and  even  hfs  children  dt  home,  if  he  continuei  to  abet  thfe 
ufurping  prince,  who^  although  aflifted  bjr  the  foVeteign  himfelf,  could 
not  be  happy  whiles  the  drum  beat  inceflantly  in  his  ea^-s  *.  Achmet 
next  ordered  all  the  dogs  out  of  the  metropolis,  where  heluppofed  they 
added  to  and  communicated  the  contagion — ^but  thefe  animals  beirfg 
lield  hdlf  fdcrcd  ift  Turkey>  a  dangerous  infurreftioh  was  fet  on  foot, 
and  the  dcgs  recalled  the  fame  day.  An  unexampled  ttthpcA  now 
ragiDg  in  the  Mediterranean  which  deftroyed  vaft  quantities  of  fhip- 
ping,. during  which  time  Muley  Haraet  dropt  down  dead  by  i  flirfh  (X 
lightning,  confirmed  the  notion  thstt  he  w^as  feme  way  conricfted  wit^ 
the  v^^orld  of  fpirits,  who  fhatched  him  thus  in  whirlwinds  from  the 
earth.  A  ftranger  thing  than  ftorms,  hcrwfever,  happened  fbon  ifter, 
when  Achmet  himfelf  dying,  his  brothfer  Muftapha  was  {t,t  upon  the 
throne  as  regent  for  young  Ofman  dming  hi^  minority.  E(dw  this  man 
had  been  preierved  or  overlooked,  fo  contrary  td  oritrttal  cuftoms,  is 
furprrzing ;  but  every  rule  has  its  exception,  and  Muilapha  profited  but 
little  by  the  accident,  for  he  w»  foon  fent  back  to  his  confinement 
and  the  reins  of  adminiftr&tion  were  confided  to  Ofman,  decIared*of 
age  at  fixteen  years  old.  This  youth  planned  the  war  againft  Poland 
with  acknowledged  ingenuity,  and  would  have  profecuted  it,  *tis  iup- 
pofed,  with  aftive  valour,  had  Act  home-bred  feditions  ptevented  and 

* 

*  Addifon  drew  perhaps  from  anecdotes  of  this  drummer  the  firft  idea  of  his 
comedy. 

Vol.  U.  B  b  fruftratcd 
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fruftrated  all  his  hopes.  Born  their  fovercign,  howeTCr,  he  for  fomc 
time  made  head  againft  their  fury,  having  thruft  his  uncle,  afpiring 
Muftapha,  into  a  dungeon,  with  one  negro  wench  to  wait  on  him, 
and  bread  and  water  to  fuffice  them  both :  hts  party  in  the  llatc 
prevailed,  however,  and  Ofman  was  knocked  down  with  a  battle- 
axe,  after  a  ftout  refiftance,  making  his  dream  come  true  which  he  had 
fent  for  the  fages  to  interpret  fix  months  before,  telling  them  how  he  had 
in  his  fleep  fancied  himfelf  riding  on  a  camel,  which  would  go  no  way 
he  guided ;  and  when  he  at  length  began  to  correft  the  evil  beaft,  it 
vaniflied  from  urnler  him,  leaving  the  bridle  in  his  hand.  It  vanifhed 
indeed,  but  fb  it  did  as  fwiftly  from  the  management  of  Muftapha^ 
who  feemed  like  Beattie*s  EMwin,  a  dubious  charatftep. 

Some  deemed  him  wondrous  wife,  aqd  fome  believed  him  mad. 

They,  however,  who  could  agree  on  nothing  clfe,  agreed  on  his  removaI> 
and  fet  up  a  new  Amurath,  ion  to  Achmet,  and  younger  bom  than  Ofman^ 
known  by  name  of  Morat,  taking  the  two  laft  lyllables  of  the  name 
only  as  a  diminutive ;  probably  becaufc  be  was  an  infant  when  called 
to  the  throne  by  tumults  confequent  on  the  lenity  of  thefe  laft  Empe- 
fors,  who  feemed  to  leave  off  murdering  their  brothcis  before  they  had 
taught  their  fubjeAs  to  prefer  otu,  and  ftand  firm  to  their  own  choice. 
This  boy,  famed  chiefly  for  voluptuoufnefs,  is  beft  known  for  having 
hanged  a  rich  Venetian  merchant,  only  becaufe  the  man  had  built  his 
houfe  fb  high,  that  the  roof  overlooked  the  Grand  Signior's  private  gar- 
den, where  he  amufed  himfelf  with  female  favourites.  To  the  Polifh 
AmbafTador,  however,  he  behaved  with  ftrengtbof  mind  worthy  a  war- 
like fire  ;  for  when  the  Chriftian  Envoy  reprefented  the  ftrange  pro- 
ceeding his  Sublime  Highnefs  had  encouraged  of  beginning  hoflilitiei 
without  declaring  war:  *'  Why,  Sir/'  replied  the  Sultan,  '*  there  are 
'*  three  ways — either  let  the  European  potentates  rcfolve  at  once  to  re- 
*'  ceive  the  law  of  Mahomet  our  prophet,  or  pay  due  tribute  to  us  his 
*'  fucceffors,  or  try  the  fharpnefs  of  our  Turkifli  fqymitar.     They  are 

"  free  to  chufe^  and  you  to  tell  thenoLfo/* 

To 
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To  this  proud  Emperor,  notwithftanding  his  own  mad  grant 
(when  ovcrdofed  with  opium)  of  all  his  dominions  to  the  Chan  of 
Tartary,  fuccceded  his  weak  fbn  Ibrahim,  a  poor  degenerate  king, 
immerfed  in  fenifuality  and  vice,  which  palling  the  prcfcribcd  bounds 
of  his  own  feraglio,  Ibught  to  poflcfs  his  noble  Vizier's  daughter,  having 
heard  her  beaut}^  praifed  by  an  old  eunuch,  who  perhaps  dreamed  not 
the  dreadful  confcqucnce.  A  long  and  ferious  rebellion,  however,  en- 
fued.  The  luftful  prince  was  at  length  fubdued  and  thrown  into  pri- 
fon,  a  fetva  being  iffued  to  preclude  him  from  reigning,  and  exalt  his 
infant  fon  to  the  throne  of  Turkey  over  which  he  prcfided,  with  aflift- 
ance  from  preceptors,  in  the  year  l650,  while  his  father  was  ftrangled 
in  the  dungeon  he  fo  well  defervcd.  'Twas  now  they  began  recolledl- 
ing  the  odd  prophecy  about  the  blood-red  apple,  and  fome  myftick  ftory 
of  a  yellow^  ^^^?>  which  they  began  to  apply  to  Mufcovitifh  princes — 
for  all  menfaw  the  Ottoman  empire  failing,  and  Sir  William  Temple 
fays  of  it  wifely,  '^  That  its  firfl:  growth  was  fo  fudden  and  violent,  that 
^*  for  two  or  three  centuries  it  feemed  the  07te great  terror  of  the  world  : 
*^  yet  for  the  laft  hundred  years,"  adds  he  ^'  it  has  flood  flill  making  no 
^^  conqucfl  fince  Hungary.  This  empire  has  indeed,"  continues  he, 
^*  been  the  fiercefl,  as  that  of  China  the  wifefl,  that  of  the  Goths  the 
*^  bravefl,  and  that  of  the  Incas  the  mildefl  upon  earth."  One  grieves 
indeed,  that  the  old  Perfian  empire  which  yet  in  fbme  meafure  de- 
rives from  Cyrus,  *^  to  whom  God  gave  the  kingdoms,"  Ihould  in 
thefe  latter  days,  (fuch  I  account  thofe  called  by  this  little  work  to 
Retrojpeoilon)  be  fvvallowed  up  in  Ottoman  fuperiority.  Yet  fo  it  is  : 
the  Turk  ingrafted  on  the  Perfian  flock,  like  the  crategus  arltz  in  a 
hawthorn,  devours  and  annihilates  the  bloffoming  plant,  on  which 
alone  'twill  grow.     Yet  will  we  not  lay  of  him,  as  Plautus  fays. 

Mere  AT  Perfarum,  montes  quiefie  auiei  pcrliibcntur,  &c.  &cc. 

The  gold  there  now  is  not  famous,!  believe;  the  pearls  found  in  the  gulph 
of  Ormus,  or  I  fuppofe  of  Ormufd,  meaning  Oromazdes,  arc  incompa- 

B  b  2  rable. 
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rable.  A  friend  converfant  in  India  told  me  that  a  nabob  he  knew 
pofliffcd  two  pearls  drawn  from  that  fiftiery  in  l540,  that  they  were 
of  exqulfite  beauty  and  value,  and  went,  by  the  facred  names  of  Bra- 
mah  and  Lacliety.  His  only  notion  I  found  was  how  to  get  them 
from  the  nabob,  and  fell  them  to  the  emperor  of  China,  who  would, 
ke  faid,  make  any  man's  fortune  who  fhould  offer  him  the  pair^  but 
that  no  mandarin,  much  lefs  the  fovereign  of  that  country,  would 
give  thanks  for  a  Jingle  trinket.  They  muft  have  duplicates  of  all : 
a  pair  of  fwords,  a  pair  of  clocks,  &c.  But  Perfian  treafures  have, 
during  thefe  laft  two  centuries,  been  greatly  plundered,  and  Perfian 
morals  have  been  much  corrupted  fmce  they  learned  /p  ridey  to  draw 
the  how  and  to  tell  truths  as  ancient  hiftory  relates  of  them.  Since  they 
in  a  great  degree  received  the  law  of  Mahomet,  riding  is  wholly  out  of 
fafhion  among  them,  and  no  longer  Jagittaries^  they  neglected  wholly 
in  the  feventeenth  century,  as  travellers  of  that  day  tell  us,  their  fine 
breed  of  horfcs,  leaving  them  with  a  bag  of  barley  and  chopt  flxaw 
at  their  nofes,  like  ours  in  the  London  hackney-coaches,  which  was  to 
them,  fays  Herbert,  both  livery  and  manger.  He  defcribes  Shah^ 
Abbas  however,  in  the  year  1 028,  or  thereabout,  as  a  man  low  in  fta- 
ture  (I  remember)  but  a  giant  in  policy  ;  flourishing  upon  an  Arabian 
gennet,  and  enumerates  his  titles,  beginning  with  the  fun,  and  ending 
with  the  nutmeg,  whole  pages  of  puffing  nonlenfe,  and  he  calls  him, 
or  rather  fliews  us  that  he  calls  himfelf  in  the  phirman,  or  firman,  or 
paflport  granted  to  the  Englifti,  Potfhaw  of  Perfia,  Media,  &c.  This 
I  fuppofe  was  our  Britilh  mode  of  pronouncing  pacha,  or  bq/liazv, 
{haffa  by  rights,  I  believe)  and  means,  1  truft,  a  tributary  prince  or 
vice-roy  in  the  eaft ;  the  man  who  murdered  Darius  that  we  read  of 
in  Quintus  Curtius,  &c.  Beffus  was  a  bafla ;  the  baflTa  of  Badria : 
'twas  his  employment,  not  his  name  moft  probably,  but  oriental  lan- 
guage was  no  more  familiar  to  Roman  hiftorians  than  to  Englifli  tra- 
vellers, fo  one  called  them  Beffus  and  the  other  Potjhaw,  according  to  • 
their  ear,  and  as  led  "by  the  genius  of  their  vernacular  tongue.     Be  it  as 

it 
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it  may,  Amurath  fent  a  letter  to  Shah  Abbas,  Aimirath  god  of  the 
earthy  helmed  of  Mahomet y  to  \i\s  flave  the  Perfatiy  greeting.  This 
fufficcs  to  Ihew  Jiow  matters  really  flood  among  them,  dthough  thefe 
tributary  princes  rioted  in. the  full  exertion  of  delegated  power,  and 
this  very  prince  or  Stuih  or  Bafs-lhah  Abbas,  fwore  he  would  raife  a 
column  of  his  fubjedls'  heads,  if  they  perfifted  in  fome  acft  of  difobe- 
dience  :  but  when  they  all  furrendered  at  difcretion,  he  compromifcd 
the  vow,  and  every  rebel  brought  a  head  or  IkuU  of  horfc,  cow,  any 
animal  he  pleafed,*  the  pillar  was  erefted,  and  flood  in  the  great  fquare 
of  Ifpahan,  A,  D.  1042.  But  while  we  turn  our  mental  telefcope  and 
call  thefe  diflant  objeds  from  afar,  to  fufFer  diminution  in  the  convex 
mirror  which  courtefy  has  fufFered  us  to  term  a  RetrofpeSi ;  let  not  the 
Armenian  Chriflians  be  forgotten,  which  to  convince  our  countrymen 
that  they  were  unmixed  with  Jewifh  or  Perfick  blood,  roafled  a  pig  to 
•welcome  them,  and  gave  them  wine,  lefs  out  of  hofpitality  than 
fcruple,  Ihowing  their  diflancc  of  opinion  from  the  MufTulmen. 
Thefe  have  St.  George  for  their  patron,  and  boafl  a  wonderful  anti- 
quity :  fafl  flricftly  for  the  forty  days  of  Lent,  and  are  permitted,  or 
connived  at,  when  the  rejoicing  time  of  Eafter  comes,  in  open  fhows 
and  feafls  of  great  cxpcnce.  Jefuit  miflionaries  have  tried  to  reconcile 
thefe  to  the  church  of  Rome ;  but  they  wull  not  be  perfuaded  to  pray 
for  the  dead,  nor  to  believe  the  real  prcfence  in  the  facramcnt ;  they 
beat  and  afHi<%  themfelves  upon  Good  Friday,  and  lead  a  fpotlefs  lamb 
about  the  church,  killing  him  afterwards  and  dividing  among  their- 
friends  on  Sunday  morning,  but  they  communicate  in  bread  and  wine, 
and  ufe  the  form  of  baptifm  after  the  Eutychian  fafhion,  a  permanent 
crofs  on  the  head,  obeying  their  own  patriarchs  who  refide  one  at. 
Jerufalem,  the  other  at  Sinai. 

'Twas  in  this  century  too  that  Paul  V.  received  a  famous  cmbafly 

*  I  have  read  fomewhere  lately  that  the  Indian  Proferpine  is  called  Call,  and  that 
tali  means  //W,  but  in  the  feminine  gender :  to  her  perhaps  Shah  Abbas  dedicated^ 
his  column  of  heads. 

from^^: 


■MjS.  SEVENTEENTH  CENITJRY;  [cii.  xx, 

from  Congo :   Puffcndorf  and  after  him  La  Martiniere,  gives  us  no 
Tcafon  to  think  this  a  flight  occurrence,  though  the  pope's  death  rcn- 
^Icrcd  it  a  thing  of  little  confequence  at  the  moment.  Don  Alvarez  IIL 
I  know  not  his  appellation  before  baptifm,  but  being  chieftain  of  a 
tribe  called  the  tribe  of  Congo ;   a  black  king,  converted  by  the  Por- 
tuguezc,  and  named  by  them  j4harez,hc  was  fufpefted  of  having  affaf- 
fmatcd  his  brother,  and  fent  meflcnccrs  to  clear  himfelf  in  an  appeal 
to  that  court,  which  they  were  taught  to  confider  as  infallible :  requeft- 
ing  miffionaries  at  the  fame  time  for  further  inftrudion,   and  'tis  faid 
by  fome  writer,  I  forget  who,  that  they  were  all  aftonifhed  whon  they 
found  that  Portugueze  was  not  the  language  at  Rome :   they  all  ima- 
gined Chriflendom  and  Portugal  muft  have  been  neceflarily  iynoni- 
Tnous.     Our  faith   meanwhile  had  not  been  ill  received  at  Congo, 
avhere,  and  in  Abyffinia  too,  ftrong  traces  yet  remain  of  their  adherence 
to  the  myftick  creed.     The  greek  X  marked  upon  the  foreheads  of  one 
well-known  fed,  the  motto  Vicit  Leo  de  Trihu  Juda^  round  their  de- 
vice, a  lion  rampant  holding  the  fame  fymbol  of  our  religion  in  its  paw : 
and  their  own  fteady  perfuafion  that  from  a  fon  of  Solomon  by  the 
Queen  of  Sheba  their  kings  derive  uninterrupted  lineage ;   fufficiently 
evince  that  Chriftianity  could  never  have  been,   and  in  effed:  was  not 
xinacceptable  to  them.     Bruce  fays  indeed,  how  'twas  the  miffionaries 
changed  their  lion   paffant  to   the   rampant   diflindion,  that   fo  he 
might  the  more  conveniently  hold   the   crofs :   this  fcems  probable 
/enough,  but  it  ftill  tends  to  prove  that  they  had  a  blazon'd  inemento 
of  their  origin,  and  though  Bruce  does  certainly  love  to  talk  much  of 
himfelf,  and  to  talk  largely  too,  as  if  with  more  dcfire  to  ftaggerthan 
inftrud  his  readers ;    we  never  find  him  flirinking  from  avowal  of  his 
faith,  or  giving  fly  hints  to  raife  a  laugh  at  what  is  of  all  other  things 
moft  ferious,  our  hope  of  evcrlafl:rng  falvation  through  Jefus  Cbrift. 
The  patriarch  of  Alexandria   ufed  to  fend  pricfts  into   the   interior 
parts  of  Africa  perpetually,  from  A.  D.  QOO  to  A.  D.  1300,  while  the 
^remembrance  of  St.  Thomas  xrontinued  in   Ethiopia.     I   know  not 

whether 
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whether  the  apocryphal  letters  mentioned  by  Eufebius  to  have  been 
carried  by  that  apoftle  to  king  Abgarus,  were  directed  to  that  continent 
or  to  Afia,  but  I  believe  'tis  Bruce  who  tells  us,  that  when  after  fufFcr- 
ing  fome  ufurpations  in  confequence  of  intriguing  BJfaz,  her  Sa/fcan 
family  ended  at  length  in  Navcto  Laab,  and  the  old  Soloma^an  race 
refumed  the  throne.  We  find  the  bilhop  Oviedo  in  danger  from  their 
icmi-barbarous  manners  in  1 50o.  Angola  is  faid  in  fome  old  Portu- 
gueze  book  to  have  been  fo  named,  from  a  man  who  firft  taught  his. 
neighbours  to  temper  iron  and  polifh  it  into  fteel.  He  was  made 
fliieck  or  chieftain,  but  lived  long  enough  to  lofe  the  efteem  his  powers 
of  invention  had  beftowed,  in  that  dotage  which  attends  prcter-natu- 
ral  longevity.  His  fons  and  brother's  fons  were  all  carried  away  by 
fome  infedlious  difea(e,  and  nothing  of  his  houfe  remained  but  one 
great  grand- daughter,  the  Princefs  Zunda.  When  things  ftood  fo,  a 
trufted  flave,  his  fteward,  catched  the  old  man  up  upon  his  back  one 
day,  and  telling  him  death  was  at  hand,  ran  fuddenly  into  the  woods 
with  him  and  ftabbed  him  there,  but  returning  to  his  heirefs,  then, 
icarce  twelve  years  old,  told  her  the  old  tale,  hoW  it  was  all  for  love, 
of  her,  &c.  offering  himfelf  as  regent  and  co-partner  till  flie  Ihould  be 
eighteen.  The  girl  too  young  for  refiftance,  too  proud  for  confent, 
elofcd  her  lips  faft  and  pretended  to  be  dumb :  and  the  flave  reigned 
in  Angola  three  full  years,  when  making  a  great  feaft  upon  his  birth- 
day, Zunda,  having  previoufly  fecured  fome  nobles  of  the  land,  cried 
out  aloud — *'  Down  with  the  flave,  the  traitor  !  he  is  poiforied  ;  your 
"  miftrefs  now  is  free,  flic  has  refumed  her  fpeech,  her  throne,  her 
"  power."  Such  a  fl:ep  proved  how  perfeAly  ftie  knew  her  prctenfionsv 
and  this  was  faid  to  have  befallen  in  1 642,  when  on  his  fudden 
death  flie  feized  the  reins  of  power.  I  firlt  did  read  this  fl:ory  at  a: 
book-fl:all  many  years  ago ;  but  it  recurred  to  my  memory  now  on. 
hearing,  whilft  I  write,  the  difcoveries  of  a  country  where  ^ee/  is. 
tempered  to  perfection,  even  in  the  very  heart  of  Africa,  fay  the  re- 
porters.    But  our  immediate  bufinefs.  b  with  RetroJpe£i ;  what  is  npwv 

murmured: 


200 


SEVENTEENTH  CENTURY ; 


[CH.  IX. 


murmured,  hoped-for,  and  liftened  after;  will  before  this  work  ig 
prefentcd  to  the  publick,  be  duly  confirmed  or  compleatly  contradided. 
Italy  and  her  capital  have  been  too  long  forgotten :  they  once  engrolTed 
the  telefcope's  whole  field ;  but  her  laft  truly  great  and  truly  famous 
fovereign,  Sextus  quintus,  was  no  more.  Peretti,  pears  are  a  late  fruit,  as 
he  faid  ;  and  at  his  death  Rome,  rich  but  fatherlefs,  looked  up  in  vain 
to  his  friend  Caftagni  for  protedion.  Urban  VII.  died  twelve  days 
after  inauguration  ;  and  the  Sfonderati  pope,  Gregory  XIV.,  aMilanefe 
nobleman,  diftinguiflied  his  reign  chiefly  by  excommunicating  Henri- 
quatre ;  and  hearing  how  his  bull  was  torn  in  pieces,  and  burned  by 
hands  of  the  hangman,  among  fliouts  of  vive  1e  Bourbon;  vive  le 
Rot  de  Niwarre  !  Gregory  outlived  this  vexation  but  a  few  months ; 
and  his  fucceflbr,  Innocent  IX.  reigned  only  twenty-fix  days.  To  him 
the  Aldobrandini  pontiiF  fuccceded,  by  name  of  Clement  VIII.,  whofc 
whole  care  w^as  for  peace  ;  and  that  bleflSng  he  was  moft  happy  to 
purchafe  by  abfolving  Henry  the  fourth  upon  his  change,  and  by 
quieting  the  Molinifts,  who  having  renewed  and  embraced  fomc  of  the 
old  femi-pelagian  hcrefies  concerning  grace  and  predcftination,  threat- 
ened the  church  with  fatal  and  fenfelefs  divifions.  This  papacy  was 
honoured  by  a  ponipous  embafify  from  Gabriel,  the  patriarch  of  Alex- 
andria, who  fent  to  Rome  fignifying  his  defire  to  accept  the  coxxtt  there 
.as  his  fuperior :  but  the  ambafladors  came  fo  opportunely ^  that  many 
doubted  the  authenticity  of  their  appearance.  A  refolution  not  to  bd 
duped  had  fucceeded  to  the  humour  of  fccking  to  be  fo,  and  every 
thing  was  fufpedlcd  to  be  prieft-craft,  and  the  prieft-cfaft  was  no  fels 
employed. 

Leo  XI.  of  the  Mediccan  houfc,  who  was  elcifted  in  preference  to  tlW^ 
learned  Cardinal  Barotiius,fate  in  tlie  chair  only  a  fortnight;  andCardinal 
Borghcfe,  known  to  the  world  by  laamc  of  Paul  V.,  t^as  pu<fed  with 
ill-timed  pride,  fo  as  corrtentedly  to  hear  himfclf  called  Vice-God  up6A 
Earth,  Monar^ih  of  Chriftendom,  and  Supporter  of  PaJ)alOm«ipotei\<^. 
I  fear  it  was  to  him  that  fomc  letters  were  dire<3ted,  io  our  Lord  God  iki 
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Pop^  :  but  multiplication  of  titles  is  no  proof  of  power ;  the  rcvcrfc 
rather.  Polyonymous,  or  many-titled,  is  a  diftindion  fit  for  the  Byzan- 
tine hiftory,  and  becomes  none  but  orientals ;  while  this  blafphemous 
folly  lerved  but  to  provoke  thofe  who  were  already  incenfed  againft 
the  trappings  of  that  dignity  he  was,  unhappily  for  his  adherents^  chofen 
to  prote<ft.  '  Under  fuch  a  fovereign,  two  centuries  before,  fuch  lan- 
guage might  have  been  endured ;  but  what  was  deemed  oflfenfive  thcUf 
was  now  growing  ridiculous.  By  him  the  doftrine  of  Suarez  was  ap- 
proved ;  who  in  thcfe  days  of  controveriy  and  inveftigation  liad  found 
out  that  kings,  when  in  a<%ual  rebellion  againft  their  parent  and  fove- 
reign the  pope,  might  be  aflaffinatcd,  and  no  harm  done.  The  kings, 
however,  were  not  of  this  mind;  and  tljeir  fubjeAs,  who  perhaps 
thought  a  parity  of  reafon  might  foon  be  talked  of  in  their  favour, 
willingly  burned  the  book,  and  haftened  to  abet  rcfiftance,  and  free  it 
from  the  name  of  rebellion.  The  Pope  expreflcd  his  refentment  that 
the  book  fhould  be  fb  treated.  In  vain !  Suarez,  a  merry  Spaniard,  when 
he  heard  its  fate,  repeated  Ovid's  well  known  line,  with  happy  change  of 
one  word  only,  and  cried  out, 

Parvc,  nee  invideo  fine  me  liber  ibis  in  ignem. 

He  died,  however,  a  natural  and  happy  death :  in  his  laft  moments, 
preffing  the  hand  of  an  attendant,  *'  1  had  no  notion,**  fays  he,  "  it  could 
"  have  been  fo  eafy/*  Theologians  had  indeed  reafon  to  congratulate 
themfelves  if  they  could  obtain  quiet  difmiflion  from  a  world,  where 
it  leemed  impoffible  for  thinking  men  (if  they  would  likewife  be  talk- 
ing men)  either  to  live  or  die  in  peace.  Du  Pleffis'  book,  called 
Myilerium  Iniquitatis,  had  been  publilhed  in  l6l2,  laying  down  all 
the  crimes  which  popes  could  commit,  or  the  papal  power  encourage. 
It  was,  however,  condemned  by  the  Sorbpnnifts.  Scioppius  and  Jofeph 
Scaligefr  had  fliewn  to  what  excefs  literary  abufe  could  be  carried,  early 
in  that  century ;  but  the  aggreffor's  lips  were  not  clofcd  from  further 
inveftive  till  1O49,  before  which  time  torrents  of  black  fcurrility  rolled 
to  the  gulph  of  oblivion  a  large  portion  of  talents  and  genius,  which 
Vol.  IL  C  c  funk 
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funk  of  courfc,  and  lie  there  ftill  ftruggling  in  vain  through  two  long 
centuries  againft  the  weeds  of  offence  and  groffnefs  which  clofely 
clafp  them  round.  Some  of  their  booJcs  were  burned  ;  and  Bartolomea 
Borghefe  was  juflly  enough  flrangled,  and  then  burned  too  at  Paris^ 
for  feigning  to  be  fon  of  Paul  V.,  who  had  no  children ;  and  whofe 
charader  was  that  of  a  lawyer  and  a  fcholar,  a  flatefman  and  a  divine. 
He  canonized  his  contemporaneous  faint,  Carlo  Borromco,  whofe 
virtues  would  compenfate  for  many  wicked  individuals  of  his  per- 
fuafion,  and  whofe  a<fts  of  beneficence  flill  live,  recorded  by  the  Laza- 
retto of  Milan,  a  prodigious  work,  and  one  whofe  fame  no  invaders  who 
fleal  his  filver  flatue,  &c.  can  ever  take  away.  It  was,  however,  fup-^ 
pofcd  that  the  beatification  of  this  excellent  nobleman  would  take  the 
edge  off  a  new  celebration  fet  on  foot  by  George  Duke  of  Saxony,, 
who  prepared  for,  and  in  his  own  perfon  at  length  attended  a  fhowy 
jubilee  to  the  memory  of  Martin  Luther  in  1O17,  after  the  grand 
congrefs  of  confederated  princes  at  Nuremberg,  called  two  or  three 
years  before.  If  this  was  intended,  the  failure  of  cffe<5l  was  obvious  a$^ 
deferved.  Whatever  was  intended,  Paul  V.  after  beautifying  his  own 
capital,  and  interdi<fling  that  of  the  Venetians ;  after  having  received  a 
real  embafly  from  Congo  rcquefling  miffionaries  to  Africa,  and  accept- 
ed the  French  king's  mediation  between  Rome  and  Venice,  died,  and 
was  fuccceded  neither  by  Bellarmlne  nor  Baronlus,  his  old  competitors 
for  the  chair,  but  by  Cardinal  Ludovifi,  Archbifliop  of  Bologna,  who 
lived  to  enjoy  his  final  exaltation  but  two  years ;  and  after  canonizing 
St.  Ignatius,  founder  of  the  Jefuits,  and  Xavlcr  the  Apofllc  of  the  Eafl, 
as  he  was  fcarce  unaptly  called,  *  died  likewife,  and  n>ade  way  for  Urban 
VIII.,  t\vo  hundred  and  thirty- third  bifhop  of  the  old  fee,  who  firfl 

*  It  is,  however,  worth  remarking,  that  Xavierus  was  beatified,  on  a  report  of  his- 
body's  being  found  upon  the  ifland  of  Formofa  uncorrupted  \  thus  contrafting  Pope,  ok 
Aibuthnot's  cekbrated  epitaph  upon  Charlies ;  becaufe  after  daily,  for  many  years,  de 
deferving  to  be  accounted  ayi/«/,  or  holy  mun,  for  what  he  had  really  done  :  Xavier 
was  at  length  regiftered  as  fuch— for  what  he  could  not  do. 
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b^ftowcd  the  title  of  j^our  Emhience  on  cardinals ;  and  who,  like  his 
anti-predeccflbr,  quarrelled  with  the  Venetians,  but  made  a  lefs  honour- 
able termination  of  his  differences  with  them,  than  did  Paul  V.    This 
was  a  Florentine  Pope,  a  belles-lettres  man,  a  man  of  elegant  more 
tiian  elevated  fentiments ;  lb  pleafing  a  poet,  fo  polite  a  fcholar,  that 
he  obtained  the  appellation  of  the  Attick  Bee  :  yet  was  he  forced  to 
fiifFer  the  inquifition  to  condemn  his  ingenious  countryman  Galileo, 
becaufe  he  would  openly  maintain  what  Copernicus  had  quietly  afferted 
and  taught :  that  the  fun  was  ilationary,  not  the  earth ;  in  contra- 
didlion  to  the  Ptblomaean  hypothefis,  which  was  fuppofed  more  con- 
fonant  to  holy  writ.  Bcllarmine  probably.  recolledHng  what  our  aftrono 
mer  willingly  forgot,  how  Boniface,  bifliop  of  Mcntz,  had  been  excom- 
municated by  Pope  Zachaty,  A.  D-  743^  for  teaching  the  fphaericity  of 
the  earth,  begged  of  Galileo  to  be  qiiiet,  when  he  firft  brpached  to  him 
the  new  hypothecs,  urging  that  although  Copernicus  had  taught  the 
mathematicki  at  Rome,  he  had  more  prudence  than  to  broach  thefc 
dilputable  opinions  there ;   and  added  the  impoflibility  of  his  proteding 
him.     But/cire  tuum  nihil  ejiy  &c.  as  Perfius  fays  ;  and  Galileo  would 
not  be  reftrained ;  he  therefore  had  to  abjure  formally  in  the  metro- 
polis of  Italy,  the  notions  which  Copernicus  taught  peaceably  in  a 
hanfeatick  town  of  Polifli  Pruflia,  without  the  comfort  of  thinking  or 
making  any  one  clfe  think  thofe  notions  original.     Having  heard  of 
Metius*s  new  invented  gfeffes  however,  he  fet  himfelf  for  the  remain- 
der of  his  days  to  endeavour  by  their  means  at  more  certain  intelli- 
gence of  thefe  planetary  motions,  till  lofing  his  fight,  and  his  lady 
betraying  his  manufcrips  to  her  confeffor  after  that  accident,  the  papers 
were  all  burned,  and  Galileo  began  to  think  of  turning  the  pendulum 
to  common  ufe,  which  he  had  till  then  kept  for  aftronomical  purpofes. 
At  a  prodigioufly  advanced  age,  death  ftopt  his  further  projefts,  and 
left  his  fbn  Vincent  to  bring  them  to  perfedion ;  but  he  had  the  good 
ienfe  to  fhidy  at  Venice,  not  at  Rome.     There  Innocent  the  tenth, 
called  the  Pamphili    Pope,  began  to   reign  on   death  oi  Barberini, 
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whole  family  was  cruelly  perfecuted  by  Donna  Olimpia,  widow  to 
the  deceafed  brother  of  the  new  elected  fovereign,  who  did  nothing 
without  her  confent,  proving  to  us,  that  Fuller's  quaint  remark  was 
not  ill  founded^  where  he  iays,  that  the  church  flood  more  in 
need  of  a  falique  law  than  the  ftate  did,  alfe  it  was  often  govemedrby 
the  diftaff. 

It  was  not  very  often  that  its  delicacy  had  been  more  infulted  by 
females,  than  in  the  year  lOso,  under  this  pontificate,  when  a  lady 
openly  governed  and  difpofed  of  all  employments  civil,  military,  and 
ecclefiaflical,  to  the  no  fmall  fhame  of  the  Romifh  court,  and  triumph 
of  thofc  profeffing  purer  morality.  Among  thofe  boafled  princes,  he 
who  is  perhaps  the  mofl  defervedly  gloried  in  by  us  who  proteft  againfl 
the  innovations  and  abufes  of  papal  powcr^  mufl  be  the  fubjedl  of  tb& 
next  chapter's  RetroJpeSion. 
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CHAP.   X. 
SWEDEN,  GERMANY,.  FRANCE,  AND  AMERICA, 

DOWN    TO    lOSO, 

t  - 

F[lOM  warmer  climates  and  a  ftcadier  funihine,  we  turn  the  retro^ 
^£live  tube  away,   and  watch  the  corufcations  of  a  brilliant 
meteorf  that  blazed  along  the  northern  hemifphere.     Our  chapter  laft 
but  two,  page.  150,  announced  the  birth  of  truly  great  Guftavus,  fur- 
named  Adolphus,  Ion) to  the  King  of  Sweden  by  a  fecond  bed.     The 
hoiife  of  Auftri^t  treated  his  firft  appearance  on  the  horizon  with  con- 
tempt, called  him  a  cold  aurora  borealis,  a  chief  of  fhow,  whoie  fame 
would  fbon  diiTolvc  and  mdt  away  under  more  tepid  influence.  They 
learned  to  change  their  haftily-formed  opinion,  when  afterwards  his- 
very  fword  was  faid  to  be  enchanted ;  and  the  compared  troops  he 
led  to.  war^  were  deemed  invulnerable  by  their  foes.     He  had  been  de- 
fined early  as  a  hufband  for  our  Elizabeth,  daughter  to  James  the 
firft ;  but  Maria  Eleanora,  of  Brandenburgh,  was  his  wife,  and  Charles 
IX.  his  gallant  father ;   fretted  by  the  lofs  of  Calmaria  after  his  long 
fraitlefs  war  with  Denmark,  he  died  content  at  laft  inlOl  l,  leaving  the 
world  to  abler  Jiands,  he  faid :  when  after  lofing  his  fbn  by  Mary,  fifter 
to  the  lucklefs  Palatine,  Guftavus  Adolphus  afcended  to  the  throne :  a- 
chara<^er  fo  prematurely  wife,  fo  early  warlike,  he  feemed  to  have 
Iprung,  like  Pallas  armed  for  fight,  out  of  his  parentis  head.     All  ex- 
cellence was,  in  a  manner,  expe6led  from  this  youth,  and  he  refolved 
not  to  difappoint  men's  hopes.     ''I  will,  if  the  ftates  make  mc  king," 
cried  he  at  fifteen  years  of  age,  '^  acquit  myfelf  with  courage,  and  witfc 
*'  magnanimity,  and  the  reformed  religion  I'll  protcft  till  the  laft' 
**  moment  of  my  life  fo  honoured."     His  firft  care  was  to  exalt  Count 
Oxenftiem  to  he  prime  roiniftsr,.  and  in  this  cafe  the  voice  of  honeft 
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friendfliip  was  the  voice  of  Mrifdom.  Intrepid  in  counfcls,  and  pene- 
trating in  political  knowledge,  this  young  ftatcfman  failed  not  to  Ic- 
cond  his  mafter's  projects,  and  to  further  them,  lefs  with  an  idea  of 
flattering  the  king,  than  a  fmcere  approbation  of  what  naturally  flowed 
from  a  mind  correfpondent  to  his  own. 

The  old  king  of  Spain  faid, "  Eftos  muchachos,''  thefe  little  hoys  (for 
their  united  years  made  up  but  forty),  *^  ftiould  not  be  provoked:  'tis 
*'  dangerous."  He  faid  very  true.  Guftavus  heading  the  combined 
Proteftant  powers,  gave  folidity  to  Lutherans  and  Calvinifts,  by  unit- 
ing and  incorporating  them  in  one  common  caufe,  though  he  was 
himfelf  of  the  firil  named  perfuafion :  but  the  union  between  the  Pa- 
pifts  and  Lutherans  at  Antwerp,  in  1567,  had  ended  £0  exceeding  ill 
for  all.difl!ent^rs  againfl:  the  Romifli  church,  they  in  this  century  wil- 
lingly joined  hand  and  heart  to  oppoie  a  power,  which,  when  it  had  the 
better,  ihewed  no  miercy,  and  treated  friends  and  foes  (if  feparatifts) 
all  alike.  To  this  zeal  for  religion,  our  young  hero  added  a  ftcady  un-^ 
oftentatious  morality,  and  paid  up  all  his  father's  debts  before  he  fa- 
quired  from  his  fubjcAs  any  contribution  for  war.  Sigifraond,  king 
of  Poland,  however,  having  entered  into  cabals  for  purpofc  of  ihaking 
his  fubjeAs'  allegiance,  and  winning  over  their  afir<ftions,  it  was  time 
to  be  in  earneft ;  and  Sigifmond  foon  faw  his  dominions  inundated. by 
an  invading  army  of  Swedes,  with  a  chieftain  at  their  head,  whofe  pcr- 
fonal  prowefs  amazed  all  Europe,  frighted  anticipating  minds,  and 
flirunk  not  from  thofe,  who  for  a  competitor  fearched  back  in  buficd 
RetroJpcStion.  The  fiege  of  Riga  witnefs'd  his  perfifting  fpirit ;  where 
ftripping  to  his  Ihirt,  he  worked  himfelf  in  the  trenches,  and  having  at 
length  forced  his  way  into  the  town,  faved  it  from  the  pillage  of  his 
own  foldiers,  fecured  the .  property  and  fafcty  of  its  innocent  inhabi- 
tants, and  pioufly  returning  thanks  for  his  fucoefs  in  St.  Peter's  church, 
extorted  praifes,  if  not  bicflings,  from  his  Catholick  opponents,  while 
he  forced  laurels  from  coy  fortune's  hand,  'Twas  at  this  fiegc  l621, 
Scy ton,  the  Scots  officer,  well  known  to  fame,  broke  his  thigh  ferving 
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the  gallant  .priiixJe  he  ib  cftcemed.  Tiicir  friendftilp  had  arifen  two 
years,  before,  :whea  at  a  grand  review  neat  Stockholm,  our  rough  North 
Briton  failed  in  the  mark  of  perfonal  rcipeft,  keeping  his  hat  on  (al- 
though admoni(hed)  when  fpoken  to  by  the  king,  who,  eafily  provoked 
by  /uch  an  infuU,  ftruck  him  (lightly  on  the  lace.  When  the  day's 
pfomp  was  over,  and  that  flipper  ended,  which  Guftavus  was  obliged 
to  eat  in  publick,  he  alkcd  the  page  whom  he  had  fet  to  watch,  **  Whi- 
"  ther  was. Mr.  Seyton  gone  ?" — To  Denmark,  was  the  anfwcr.  '*  Fol- 
*'  low  me  thither,  we  Ihall  overtake  him  eafily,  and  there  is  no  night 
*^  now,'*  replied  the  king,  who  mounted  his  fwifteft  horfc  and  carried 
piftols-— this  one  attendant  only  as  his  follower.  Seyton  faw  himfelf 
outftript  before  he  had  pafled  the  firft  frontier  village,  and  obferved  his 
purfuer  refpedfully  riding  up  to  him  with  his  hat  in  his  hand,  thefe 
wonis  in  his  mouth :  **  Difmount,  Sir,  1  have  injur'd  you,  and  have 
"  ridden  thus  fer  to  give  you  the  iatisfa<ftion  of  a  gentleman.  Here  are 
*'  weapons  and  room  for  both,  and  no  poffibility  of  hindrance  :  Seytou 
"  and  Guftavus  arc  equals  now — I  am  out  of  my  own  dominions ;  but 
*^  you  did  ill  to  forbear  the  rcfpcft  due  to  a  prince,  in  prefcnce  of  all ' 
"  tiioie  troops." 

"  I  did  indeed.  Sir,"  replied  the  brave  Caledonian,  throwing  himfelf 
upon  his  knees^  "  and  only  rcqueft  pardon  and  the  honour  of  devoting 
*'  my  fixture  life  to  fervice  of  fuch  a  fovereign."  The  Monarch  raifcd 
and  embracing  him^  "  Let  us  be  friends  then,  faid  he,  and  never  part 
**  again."  They  went  back,  and  never  more  eat  a^  mead  afunder,  till 
death  found  Seyton  unhorfed  in  ^fojfe  before  Riga,  Guftavus  vainly  en- 
deavouring to  reftore  him,  and  lave  him  from  the  heavy  trampling 
cavalry. 

Meanwhile,  France  was  taking  advantage  of  all  that  paft ;.  her  ad- 
mirable ftatefman,  Richelieu's  firft  wilh  was,  humiliation  to  Auftria, 
and  that  he  looked  iot  through  the  on-prefling  ardour  of  Sweden's, 
glorious  king :  His  fecond  hope  was  deftruAion  to  the  Huguenots, 
which  might  be  cxpeded  from  the  hourly  dangers  to  which  their 
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leader  ralhly  expos*d  his  gallant  pcrfon.     But  though  he  delighted  to 
face  perils  in  the  field  of  fame,  he  never  rifqued  his  dignity,  or  let  hii 
own  fuperiority  to  hazard ;  and  when  Louis  the  thirteenth's  ambaila- 
dor,  Qharnacey  infcrted  the  word  protedion  in  the  treaty.     "  Protcc- 
*'  tion,  Sir !"  exclaimed  Guftavus,  *'  is  a  word  I  ufe  to  GoA.  alone,  an4 
'*  from  him  only  1  requeft  it.   Your  mailer  and  I  arc  both  kings,  equals 
^'  of  courfe  :  and  I  will  difpenfc  with  any  aiTiftance  he  can  give,  rather 
**  than  commit  to  fuch  dccliion,  the  unblemifh'd  luftre  of  old  Swe- 
*'  den's  crown." — **  Comme  fi  tout  ecarlate  hait  de  mime  valtiir  r  * 
cried  Charnace,  flirugging  bis  flioulders :  but  a  letter  difj>atchcd  to  Car- 
dinal de  Richelieu,  caufcd  his  immediate  removal.     As  a  lofty  confci* 
oufnefs  of  his  own  worth  prompted  this  treatment  of  Louis's  jJiry?  am- 
baiTador,  policy  and  native  good  humour  joined  to  fuggeft  a  behaviour 
ib  different  to  his  fucceflbr,  that  theie  unpleafant  parages  wrere  ibon 
forgotten ;  and  fpeaking  of  a  regiment  to  be  given  away  ibme  years 
after,  that  gentleman  was  mentioned  to  the  cardinal  as  iitter  for  the 
purpofe  than  Ranzau  his  competitor  for  the   poft.     "  1  know,"  re- 
plied Richelieu,  **  that  Ranzau  gets  drunk  now  and  then ;  but  GalTon, 
*'  fmce  he  went  to  Stockholm,  has  had  his  head  {o  turned  by  Guffci- 
'*  vus*s  civilities,   that  he  has  never  feem'd  rightly  fbber."     France, 
notwithilanding,  looked  on  the  Swede  with  more  attentive  vigilance 
than  pofitive  apprehenfion.     The  emperor  Matthias  had  felt  himlelf 
fo  unable  to  fupport  the  dignity  of  Auflria's  houfe,  during  his  philoib- 
phical  brother's  life,  that  when  in  l0l2  it  dropt  to  his  care  entirely, 
hope  revived,  and  had  his  marriage  with  Ann,  their  near  relation,  pro^ 
duced  fons,  that  hope  might  have  laflcd  longer.  But  though  he  crowned 
her  at  Prague,  with  no  fmall  pomp,  the  thoughts  of  a  Proteflant  church 
creAed  there,  damped  their  joy,  and  when  fome  Calvinifls  were  treated 
with  unprovoked  cruelty,  in  confequence  of  this  prefumption  (as  *twas 
called)  they  threw  the  emperor's  three  favourite  counfellors  out  of  a 
Tvindow,  and  by  thefe  and  other  vexations  (want  of  children  being  the 
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moft  ferious)  his  heart  was  broken,  and  in  1619,  Ferdinand,  the  arch- 
duke his  coufin,  fucceeded,  and  faw  Vienna  bcfieged  by  Count  Thornc 
in  behalf  of  Frederick,  fet  up  as  his  rival  by  the  diflenters. 

Meanwhile  the  caftle  at  Prague  blew  up  by  accident;  the  prince  pa- 
latine, married  to  Qur  Englifti  Elizabeth^  was  hunted  from  place  to  place, 
while  Bohemia,  as  if  all  this  w^ere  too  little,  was,  in  company  with 
Moravia  and  Sileiia  too,  defolated  by  famine.  Count  Tilly  now,  a  fql- 
dier  from  the  ranks,  raifed  by  uncommon  merit  to  the  lituation  of  gene- 
ral, ihone  forth  the  leader  of  the  Catholick  armies,  defeated  the  duke  of 
Bnmfwick,  and  Ipoil'd  his  territories,  took  Minden,  difmantled  Man- 
heim,  and  drove  the  Protcftants  from  Juliers.  Guftavus  iheltered  the 
fugitives  and  revenged  their  cauie ;  fwore  he  would  purfue  the  old  cor- 
poral to  the  earth's  verge,  and  to  lay  true,  after  the  outrageous  behaviour 
of  the  Imperialtfts  under  his  command,  in  the  principality  of  HefTe  and 
elei^orate  of  Brandeburgh,  one  wonders  not  that  coarie  pailions  mingled 
with  the  piircft  motives.  The  fiege  of  Magdeburgh,  and  its  being 
taken  by  ftorm  1631,  with  circumftances  of  horror  unexampled 
achevS  la  provocation,  fays  a  French  writer,  for  Mahome.t  11.  fuf- 
fered  not  flich  a  conflagration  in  Conftantinople,  when  he  planted  the 
crcfcent  there  tnftead  of  the  croft,  1492.  Three  hundred  women  flung 
themfelves  into  the  Elbe,  and  a  city  once  dedicated  to  Venus,  by  name 
of  Parthenopolis,  now  witneiTed  the  chaility  of  its  females  under  our 
more  delicate  difpeniation.  Torquatodi  Conti,  another  Romifh  gene- 
ral, hearing  that  the  king  of  Sweden  was  expe<fled,  and  wearied  with 
a  war  which  he  had  tried  in  vain  to  end  by  aflaflination,  retired  from 
fatigue ;  but  Tilly  and  Pappenheim  ftill  kept  the  field,  and  waited  the 
coming  ftofm.  The  northern  hero  drove  forward  like  his  native  fnows, 
covering  the  earth,  and  confounding  his  antagoru^.  He  eroded  the 
Oder  upon  Chriftmas  eve.  "  The  earth  is  all  gefrorne,'^  faid  his  at- 
tendants: ^^  The  earth,*'  replied  he,  "  never  is  gefrome  to  the  hard 
^K  handof  lionefl  indufiiy ;"  andwcU  might  be  fay  fo,  who  had  fo  often 
dog  his^way  through  it  with  a  .jpdck*axe ;  nor  feared  he  water  more  than 
knd,  when  the  ice  breaking  under  him  in  a  fofle  before  ibme  fortified 
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town,  and  a  ccntincl  hailing  to  his  relief:   '*  Keep  your  pojfy  young 
vtan^'  exclaimed  the  warrior  monarch,  from  the  encircling  cold ;  *^  I- 
Ihall  find  ways  to  extricate  myfelf,"  and  fo  in  cfFc6l  ho  did:- 

The  ever-memorable  battle  of  Leipfickr  followxd,  and  the  kingV 
loud  cry  from  the  centre,  was,  *^  Remember  Magdeburgh^  Itwasontb'fs 
occafion  tjiat  Guftavus  disfurnifhed  his  men  of  all  their  pikes,  a  coward's 
weapon-  he  called  it :  ^  Give  no  fire,  faid  he,  till  you  can  fee  your  own^ 
faces  in  the  pupil  of  your  enemies  eyes :"  Something  like  this  is^  I  believe, » 
related  of  Gaefar  aft  the  battle  of  Pharfolia,     Tilly  who  led  on  his  bold 
Imperialifts,  gave  the  wat-ch-word  which  had- been  fo  profaned,  when 
the  poor  Proteftants  heard  and  faw  themfclves  hunted  as  by  blood- 
hounds, with  a  Iheut  of  Jefu  Marias  from  miftakcn  men,  who  thought 
themfcK  cs  exterminating  ittfideh,  and  cftablifhing  Chriftianity.     Let 
crimes- that  thus  blot  the  fair  page  of  hi/iory^  half  reconcile  us  to  this 
artlefs  RetroJpeSfy  which  dWelh  not  on  the  fanguinary  fcenc,  but  lightly ' 
glancing  over  a^  theatre  of  fuch  horrors,  fhews  u»  old  Tilly  weeping  ; 
foldier's  tears  over  this  fteady  refolutionof  his  troops,  who  like  true 
Caiholtch,  faid  he,  il^nd  to  be  cut  ini  pieces-  rather  than  give  ground.  ^ 
Two  letters  written  on  the  field  that  night,  one  from:  the  vidor  gene-  - 
ral,  one  from  the  vanqui(hed>  may^be  oppofed  to  any  thing  ^antiquity 
has  bequeathed  us.     But  Ferdinand  now  no  longer  thought  himfclf 
ftfe  in*  his  own  capital :  he  begun  removing  thc^  imperial  houfehold 
to  Stiria,  and  the  pretty  Italian  book  called  Ritiattidc  'gran  Capitani, . 
lays,  that  fore  enough  all  Germany  would  fbon  have  groaned  xmderthe  * 
new  northern  yoke,  had  not  death's  long  dart  reach'd  it  on  its  road  to  ^ 
Vienna.   Before  that  day,  however,  St.  Edenne,  atrufted  emiflkry  of  tie 
Cardinal  de  Richelieu,  having  obtained  a  paflport  through  his  relation- 
fliip  to  father  Joftph,  who^  though  a  Papift,  kept  up^a  coniiant  and 
friendly  correfpondence  with  count  Ojtenfliemy;  came  and  informed 
our  bravo  defender  at  his  army's  head,  that  feriouily  if  his  majeily 
would  perfift  thus  in  harailing  the  Catbolick  princes,  Louis  XI IL 
would  find  himfelf  oblijgedto  grant  them  afliftance  and  march,  an  army 
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into  Germany :  "  Oh,  fir,  no  need  of  that,  (rejoined  Gufta\ais)  ;  if  your 
mafter  means  in  this  maimer  to  exprcfs  his  wifli  of  making  a  campaign 
"  againft  the  Swedes,  (pointing  at  then>)  we  will  treat  him  with  a  battle 
'^  under  the  walls  of  his  own  metropolis."  Before  the  fetting  of  fo 
bright  a  ftar,  another  anecdote  or  two  muft  be  recorded  of  its  couric. 
When  after  paffing  the  Lech,  a  dangerous  exploit,he  entered  Augfbourg, 
birth-place,  or  rather  naming-place  of  Proteftantifm  as  Antioch  of 
old  was  of  Chriftianity,  prince  Albert  the  Bavarian  met,  and  claimed 
a  boon,  he  faid,  of  the  king's  juftice  and  knighthood ;  that  boon  was 
neutrality  for  his  own  innocent  family,  who  ought,  he  faid,  not  to  be  per- 
fecuted  for  their  religious  opinions.  *'  Sir,  (faid  Guftavus)  there  is  Juliana 
"  Eledrefs  Palatine,  a  widowM  princefs,  and  there  is  Elizabeth  of  Eng- 
land, a  ftill  more  unhappy  wife ,  and  lawful  queen  over  Bohemia, 
who  are  perfecuted  to  poverty  for  their  religious  opinions,  and  have  not 
*'  where  to  lay  their  heads,,  can  juftice  and  knighthood  look  on  ?'* 
The  duke  retired,  and  the  monarch  got  a  dreadful  hurt  that  day  by  a 
favourite  marc's  falling  under,  and  then  rolling  over  him,  ftruck  by  a 
cannon-ball  as  he  furveyed  the  trenches.  Charles  V.  was  right,  he 
cried,  the  moment  he  could  ipeak :  "  Kings  are  never  killed  by  cannon- 
balls  you  find."  Both  fovereigns  were  right.  Guftavus  rofe  from  the 
ground,  and  heard  that  very  evening  the  death  of  count  Tilly.  '*  Poor 
'*  fellow !  (exclaimed  he  with  a  figh)  then  we  ftiall  meet  no  more  in 
**  this  world  ;  he  was  a  brave  old  fbldicr,  and  I'm  forry."  The  next 
enemy  who  fell,  before  he  himfelf  obey'd  the  cull,  was  Sigifmund,  the 
warlike  Pole ;  who,  after  an  adlive  reign  of  forty-five  years,  devoted 
to  the  fervice  of  popery  againft  his  own  relations,  friends,  and  even 
intereft,  died  in  1 632.  *'  Another  foe  taken  from  opprefling  our 
*^  Proteftant  brethren,  (faid  Guftavus)  and  God  leaves  me  ftill  to  proteft 
'*  them :"  He  did protc&.  them  at  home  as  in  the  field.  Count  Oxenfticrn 
cluftered  around  the  metropolis  of  Sweden  whole  flioals  of  Lutherans 
and  Calvinifts,  fchool-keepcrs,  manufa6lurers^  exiles  from  Germany,, 
who  civilized  and  almoft  colonized  the  country,  while  the  original 
inhabitants  went  forth  to  fight :   thus  carrying  on  dcfigns  fcarce  pene- 
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trabic,  and  with  fo  great  fuccefs,  that  a  familiar  writer  of  that  day  ob- 
fcrvcs  how  Auftria  was  put  to  fuch  a  plunge,  no  man  can  gucfs  how 
matters  might  have  ended,   had  longer  life  been  lent  to  our  young 
hero,  who  now  fenfible  of  his  prodigious  confcquencc  to  Europe,  gav^ 
St.  Etienne  a  rougher  anfwer  than  before,  when  he  was  fent  a  fecond 
time,   to  fay  how  Munich  trembled  at  his  approach,   but  who  took 
up  a  tone  in  telling  it,  which  was  infupportable  to  the  long-flattered 
nerves  of  a  conqueror.   "  Speak  as  becomes  the  agent  of  a  petty  prince, 
^*  fir,  (faid  our  S  wedilh  monarch)  or  inftantly  begone:  you  arc  no  envoy 
•'  from  the  crown  of  France  now,  though  flill  a  flippant  Frenchman,  as 
it  appears.   Away  !  and  take  this  with  you  to  your  fender.     I  am  of- 
fefiJed,  and  I  am  vi^orlous''     The  next  ftep  was  Lutzen ;  and  the 
fbldiers  fretted  for  the  firft  time  ;  but  their  march  had  been  long  and 
their  refrclhment  Jhort,  and  that  is  fure  to  breed  faintnefs  and  ill  hu- 
mour both  in  men  and  beafts.     Early  in  the  battle  a  young  officer 
cried  out  aloud,  '*  The  king  is  hurt."   **  Mind  your  own  bufmcfs,  fir,  let 
*'  mine  alone,'*  exclaimed  Guftavus  in  an  altered  voice;  then  gathering 
llrength  and  T^reath,  ihouted  **  Follow  the  track  of  my  blood,  comrades^ 
*'  that  path  (hall  lead  you  to  vidory  and  fame."   He  galloped  forwards, 
but  the  giddinefs  of  death  (hook  him  in  his  feat.   *'  Coufin,"  whi/percd 
he  to  duke  Weimar,  *'  I  haveg  ot  enough :  look  to  the  troops  and  keep 
'*"my  fecret."  A  heavy  fog  falling  that  moment,  concealed  the  accident 
from  all  but  the  imperial  general.  Count  Pappenheim :  he  had   re- 
ceived his  death's  wound   in  the  fame  inftant,   but  feeing  Guftavus 
taken  off  the  horfe,  exclaimed,  "  Fallen  is  the  foe,  Chrifitaniiy  remains 
vi<5torious ;  tell  the  emperor  he  is  zfree  man,'*  more  was  not  permitted : 
a  thicker  fight  clofed  round  the  body  of  the  Swcdifli  warrior,  for  whofc 
corpfe  they  fought  like  thofe  in  Homer  round  Patroclus ;  his  own  of- 
ficers by  turns  exclaiming,  "  Miftaken  Auftrians,  'tis  I,  'tis  I."    The 
king's  great  foul  returned  to  thank  their  loyalty :  '^  No,  no,*  faid  he ; 
'*  here  lies  the  king  of  Sweden,  who  fe^ls  upon  thefe  plains  his  love  and 
''care  for  the  dear  Proteftant  caufc,    farewell — Commend   me  to 
"  my  poor  Maria — Oh;  farewel !"     Talfin  ebbe  Gu/lavo  fecondo,  fays 
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an  enemy *s  pen,  who  yet  defcribes  him  as  a  firft  rate  hero.  Two 
noblemen  of  his  train  feigning  death,  held  the  body  faft  under  them 
till  all  was  over,  till  the  Swedes  won  the  day  and  routed  the  Imperia- 
lifts.  A  royal  elephant  thus,  flung  by  a  ferpent  and  fwcUing  with  the 
pain,  flings  his  vaft  bulk  upon  th'  offending  animal  and  crufhes  him 
to  atoms  with  his  weight ;  meriting  the  fpirited  legcnda  of  Guflavus, 
etlam  pojifunera  vt£ior.  Rockets  were  thrown  up  at  Vienna,  notwith-^ 
flanding  j  and  Richelieu  gave  a  grand  fete  on  the  occafion.  The 
Spaniards  rcprefented  plays,  comedies,  interludes,  for  fifteen  days  to- 
gether, with  a  fool  or  picrrot  acting  the  charadler  of  Guflavus,  and 
imitating  his  fhort-fightednefs;  whilfl  Urban  the  eighth,  nobly,  like 
David  of  old  upon  a  fimilar  occafion,  pronounced  thefc  words  alone  : 
"  Know  ye  not  that  a  prince  and  a  great  man  is  dead  this  day  in  Ifrael  ?" 
forbearing  all  further  fpeech  about  the  matten  This  was  in  l032» 
In  feven  years  afterwards,  as  if  to  Ihew  that  although  Death  is  the 
Almighty's  executioner,  and  Time  his  inflrument,  nature  unwearied 
flill,  and  in  that  age  lavifh  of  great  produ<ftions,  lay  not  effete ;  a^ 
fplendid  charader  and  man  of  other  mould  from  this  rough  chieftain 
faw  the  light,  when  after  twenty-one  childlefs  years,  fair  Anne  of 
Auflria*s  pregnancy  was  publifhed,  and  in  due  time  Louis  IV.  was 
born.  Poor  Italy  having  lofl,  as  they  faid,  her  Frete  and  her  Medico y 
meaning  the  Barberini  Pope  and  Duke  of  Tufcany,  was  in  a  wretched 
flate ;  the  French  afTailing  her  on  one  fide,  the  Ottomans  on  the. 
other,  while  Innocent  the  tenth  troubled  himfcif  more  to  pleafe  Donna 
Olimpia  than  to  provide  againfl  any  dangers  to  the  flate.  Fapa  magir 
amat  Ofympmm^  qnam  Olympum,  faid  the  wits,  while  wife  n>cn  thought 
they  faw  Chriflianity  herfelf  in  danger,  divided  at  home  fo,  and  fct 
upon  abroad,  by  lofs  of  Candia  to  the  Turks,  who  had  been  long  in 
pofTeflion  of  old  Paphos,  now  Ba^a^  in  the  ifle  of  Cyprus.  Venetian; 
politicks  were  indeed  at  low  ebb,  and  Contarini,  when  he  was  fcnt  to 
Conflantinople  about  1 625,  had  given  a  hint  that  France  could  not  com- 
modioufly  clip  the  eagle's  wing,  meaning  Auflria,  without  clambering 

firft 
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firft  up  St.  Mark's  tower.     During  this  time  the  flames  of  .religious 
perfecution  continued  againft  the  Huguenots  of  Lyons  and  Grenoble  ; 
but  peace  was  at  length  concluded,   and  .  the  cdift  of  Nantz  con- 
firmed.     LrC  due  de  Luyncs  died  before  his  favour  with  the  king  was 
quite  run  out :   and. Cardinal  de  Retz,  firft  minifter  after  him,  yielded 
hisaAivity  to  old  age,   his  poft  to  Richelieu. in  1&25.    ^Of  this  great 
genius  for  government,  his  country  even  now  feels  the  efFe<ft ;   becaufe 
although  it  may  be  too  much^to  fay  far  him  that  which  he  faid  for 
himfelf,  when  being  in  his  laft  moments  afked  how  his  heart  ftood 
towards  his  enemies,  he  replied,  "  I  never  fiad  any  who  were  not  at  the 
"  fame  time  enemies  to  the  ftate."    'Tis  certain  that  the  ftate  .had  no 
abetter  friend  than  Richelieu ;  nor  its  enemies  any  more  dangerous  foe,; 
witnefs  the  melancholy  bufinefs  of  Rochellc,  with  numberlefs  a6ls  fo 
frelh  in  all  our  minds;  it  fcarce  feems  Retro/pe^,   but  prefent  life. 
Richelieu  was  never  a  favovuite  with  queens :  Mary  de  Medici  hated 
him,  becaufe  having  begun  the  world  an  humble  dependant  upon 
Leonora  Galligni  and  her  huibaud,  he  rofe  upon  their  ruin,  and  be-^ 
ing  employed  by  the  king  to  n>ake  up  matters  with  his  mother,  obi- 
tained  for  her  majcfty  worfe  terms  than  flic  thought  flic  had  a  right 
to  expeft,  and  fliortcned  her  allowance,. that  fo  there  might  be  no  more 
Italian  intrigues,  he  faid.     His  diflike  of  the  queen  confort,  Ann/c  of 
Auftria,  was  fuppoied  to  arilc  from  his  having  entertained  hopes  ihc 
rcfolvcd  not  to  gratify ;  certain  it  is  that  they  lived  in  decided  enmity 
Ibme  years:  for  when  Louis  XIII.  was  taken  ill  in  1630,  and  thp 
whole  court,  with  thcfe  ladies,  joined  together  to  turn  his  heart  againit 
this  great  minifter,  who   was  ablent  on  fbme  bufinefs,  fomcthing 
like  a  promife,  a  roy4jl  promifc  was  given,  and  his  diigracc  began  to 
be  counted  on  as  a  certainty.    A  page  in  the  Cardinal's  interefts  heard 
how  things  went,  and  flew  to  fetch  him  from  Havre.  When  be  arrived, 
*^  J  beg  only  one  favojur  now  for  all  my  fervices,  faid  he,  one  favour  and 
'  *•  I  never  aflc  again."     The  boon  was  granted,  and  found  dut  to  be  an 
.  iiour's  t^u-a-tete  with  his  fo\ereign.   So  wqU  was  that  hour  employed^ 
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that  he  came  forth  more  a  court  favourite,  and  more  a  powerful  mi- 
mftcr  than  ever ;  his  enemies  looked  abalhcd,  and  that  day  was  laugh* 
ingly  called  la  journee  des  dupes.     'Twas  he  indeed,  who  fixed  the 
throne  and  dignity  of  France,   rendered  his  mafter  abiblute  and  inde-  ^ 
pendent,  eKtinguiflied  all  that  remained  of  an  ariftocracy  once  fertile 
in  petty  tyrants,  fo  the  kings  of  the  icventeenth  century  called  thofc 
barons  among  which  they  were  merely  chiefs  two  centuries  before, 
and  by  encouraging  arts,  manufadurcs,   and  commerce,   {6  enriched  ' 
the  realm,   that  he  left -Louis  XIV.  little  to  do,  except  embelliOi  it : 
he  died  however,  in    1642,  hayings  out-lived  Mary  de  Medici,  who  • 
though  once  his  benefa<Srefs,  he  fuiFcred  toexpjre  of  a  broken  heart 
at.  Cologne,  ten  months  before-  him,   vih^nFabio  Chigl,  afterwards  • 
Pope  Alexander  1VII.  exhorted  her  vainly  to  complete  a  perfcd:  recon- 
ciliation with  a. man  to  whom  Ihe  confidored  herfclf  indebted  only  for 
diigrace  and  death r^^  Britilh  fynonymy  has  atributed  this  laft   fcene 
to*  her  and  Lambertini,  but  Benedift  XIV.   was  then  a  child ;   Padfe 
Ghigi  was  the  Queen's  immediate  countryman  and  confeflbr,  Athou- 
fand  anecdotes  are  related  of  Richelieu's  death  :  this  epigram,  written  i 
by  Fraufois  de  Bajfonplerre,  the  famous  marefchal  de  France,  who  pafled 
much  time  at  our  court  here  in  England,  whom  the  Cardinal  had  kept 
en  haJlUle  a  long  while,  is  fcarce  efteemcd  enough  by  thofe  who  are 
not  aware  that  the  third  line  contains   an  anagram  of  the  author's 
name,  to  which  however, -a  xiatural-.and  eafy  turnof  verfification  has.:» 
b^  no  means  been  iacrificed*. 

Enfm  dans  Tarriere  iaifon,  . 

La  fortune  d'Aiinand  s'accorde  avec  la  niiehne;  ; 

France  je  fo'rs  de  ma  prifon, 

Quand  foa  ame-  foit  de  la  iienne*. 

The  quecn>«.  Anne  of  Auftria,  did  not  diffemblc  her  joy  in  the  lofs  of ' 
a^^miiler  who  had  made  mie  of  his  delegated  authority  to  feize  all  her 
private  papers  once^upon  hearing  Ihe  had  written  to  Madame  de  Chev-  - 

reuie:  ; 
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rcufe :  and  a  lady  of  high  quality,  whole  brother  he  had  brought  to 
the  axe  for  trcalbnable  pradlices  many  years  before,  going  to  fee  him 
lie  in  ftate,  Dec.  10-12,  is  faid  to  have  addreflcd  the  corpfe  half  mali- 
cioufly,  half  profanely,  with  the  words  of  Lazarus's  filler  Martha  in 
the  Gofpcl :  *'  Ah,  Lord  !  if  thou  hadft  been  hercy  my  brother  had  not 
'*  d]edr  Be  thcfc  talcs  facfl,  or  fable,  his  mailer  loon  followed  him :  he 
was  a  prince,  mal pJaciy  between  Henry  the  fourth  and  Lewis  the  four- 
teenth, a  figure  in  a  bad  light  fomehow,  facrificed  to  the  nobler 
t)bje<Ss  in  the  group :  our  eye  rells  on  Richelieu's  llrength,  on  Colbert's 
growing  powers,  or  on  the  infant  prince,  ennobling,  illuminating  the 
glorious  days  to  come.  The  father  may  fade  into  nothing  when  he 
will,  after  it  has  been  told  of  him,  that  he  convened  les  itats  ginirau» 
for  the  lall  time,  till  we  faw  Louis  XVI.  do  it  to  his  ruin  in  1 789. 
France  grew  in  power  and  importance  every  inllant ;  her  cardinal's 
glowing  embers  kept  a  kindly  warmth  about  the  country  that  he  loved 
fo  well ;  and  in  the  war  kept  up  againft  the  Spaniards,  le  Due  d'Eng- 
hienne,  better  known  afterwards  by  name  of  le  Grande  Conde,  won 
the  famous  battle  of  Rocroy,  and  took  Thionville.  Spain  looked  from 
Carthagena's  tow'rs  upon  a  fca-fight,  difgraceful  to  her  own  fuperior 
force,  under  Ihelter  of  her  own  batteries.  Turennc  alfillcd  to  make 
this  minority  more  fplcndid  than  the  aftual  reign  of  princes  lefs  fa- 
voured by  fortune,  and  beat  the  Imperialills  by  land,  whilft  another 
naval  victory  at  CalleUa  Mare  ulhered  in  the  year  1048,  and  produced 
the  peace  of  Munllcr.  During  this  time  the  internal  affairs  of  the 
country  were  governed  by  Cardinal  Mazarin,  who  had  prodigious  in* 
fluence  with  the  king's  Ible  furviving  parent.  Italian  politicks  fccm 
always  to  have  fwayed  the  realm  of  France,  when  a  queei[i  mother  has 
been  regent.  This  was  natural  while  the  ladies  came  from  Tufcany ; 
but  Anne  of  Aullria  had  found  him  ufeful  to  keep  a  balance  of  power 
againft  hated  Richelieu  in  her  hulband's  good  graces,  and  he  kept  the 
poft  of  minifter,  which  dropt  to  him  on  that  great  man's  death,  half 
by  rendering  himfelf  neceflary,  and  half  by  fhcwing  himfclf  fucccfsfult 

A  pro- 
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A  prodigious  confpiracy  of  old  nobles,  princes  of  the  blood,  &c.  was 
raifed  againft  this  cardinal  in  the  year  1 64Q,  chiefly,  as  it  appears,  be- 
caufe  he  was  a  foreigner ;  and  he  left  the  kingdom  for  a  while,  but  it 
was  only  to  return  with  more  power  and  magnificence*  The  king 
was  no  longer  a  child,  but  ayouth^  and  Mazarin's  nieces  were  on  this 
occailon  auxiliaries  of  the  firft  rate  importance ;  but  we  muft  leave 
France  to  fettle  her  own  affairs ;  in  l650,  a  moment  in  which  her 
whole  foil  feemed  teeming  with  genius,  though  Maynard,  who  makes 
the  ihade  I  think  between  Malherbe  and  the  enfuing  wits,  Boileau, 
Racine,  &c.  *  was  found  dead  in  his  clofet,  thefe  lines  upon  the  door ; 

Las  d'efperer  et  de  me  plaindre, 

Des  mufes,  des  grands  et  du  fort:; 
Cell  ici  que  j'attcnds  la  mort 

Sans  lailefirer  ni  la  cratndre. 

Weary  of  hopes,  and  fears,  and  mufes, 

Sharp  fighted  wits,  and  fortune  blind  ; 
Here  whilft  no  man  my  life  accufes, 

Death  I'll  expeft  with  tranquil  mind. 

Felibien,  Gomberville,  Tannequi  le  Fevre,  all  lived  at  this  time;  and 
Sir  Theodore  Mayerne  praAifed  medicine  at  Paris  before  he  was  called 
away  to  its  natural  enemies,  London  and  Amfterdam.  He  'twas  who 
dulcified  mercury  fo  finely  as  to  make  it  a  delicate  and  iafe  cathartick, 
well  known  to  all  now  by  the  name  of  calomei,  no  good  appellation  for 
Jo  white  a  powder ;  but  the  little  negro  boy  who  ierved  Sir  Theodore, 
and  was  a  favourite  with  his  maftcr,  had  worked  fo  diligently  witli 
Kim  in  this  new  and  neat  procefs,  that  he  gave  him  the  honour  of 
hearing  it  called  calomel,  pretty  black,  by  all  the  contemporary  chemifts. 

^  About  this  time,  I  think,  Broilard  fays  it  was,  that  Berardi  ingenioully  comprized 

the  fyllables  of  Guido  in  this  line,  Ut  if^levet  Miferum  Faium  Ss^itofqiie  Lahores. 

Certain  it  is,  that  line  was  marked  upon  Corclli's  favourite  fiddle ;  and  certain  'tis 

that  the  old  mufick  (hop  at  Bologna  had  CorelH's  fiddle  for  his  fign,  and  round  t/iat 

were  marked  the  words,  quite  in  our  later -days. :   . 

Voh.  II.  JE £  Meanwhile. 
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Meanwhile,  though  Cardinal  de  Richelieu  endeavoured  and  delighted 
to  unite  the  grandeur  of  great  houfes  with  the  cleanlmefs  of  fmall 
ones,  as  he  cxprefled  it,  things  were  even  down  to  15  60  at  an  im* 
meafurable  diftance  from  what  we  all  faw  them  in  1750.  The  high 
roads  of  France  were  infefted  with  banditti ;  the  ftreets  of  Paris  fillhy 
and  ill-paved,  miferably  lighted,  and  dangerous  on  every  account; 
forty-five  watchmen  only  had  care  of  the  whole  capital,  and  more  need 
not  be  faid  concerning  the  police.  A  fpirit  like  that  of  gothick  times 
continuing  to  poflefs  private  people,  battles  between  whole  troops  were 
fought  every  day  in  honour  of  a  banner  belonging  to  fome  parilh  or 
cofifrdrie ;  and  if  two  proceffions  met  by  evil  chance,  blows  determined 
the  precedence.  That  we  may  not  let  Voltaire  make  us  believe  all  this 
folly  grew  out  of  religion^  our  retroJPeSihe  eye  fees  through  tears  oT 
laughter ;  the  lawyers  and  clerks  of  the  treafury,  drawn  up  in  two 
bands,  and  fighting  in  the  church  of  Notre  Dannie  at  five  in  the  morn- 
ing by  appointment,  that  fo  decifion  ihould  be  made  which  was  to- 
walk  firlft  in  the  proceffion  of  the  day.  But  the  time  of  compleat  civili- 
zation  was  at  hand  ;  the  child  was  grown,  at  whofe  birth  an  afirologer 
had  been  concealed  behind  his  mother  Anne  of  Auftria's  bed,  that  he 
might  burft  out  at  the  moment,  and  caft  his  nativity.  Meanwhile 
John  Duke  of  Bragan9a,  firmly  fixed  in  his  feat,  Ihowed  that  his 
aftrologcr  had  been  right  enough,  and  his  ftars  favourable.  He  wras 
no  hean  cake  king,  £/  rey  de  HavaSf  as  Olivarez,  to  flatter  Philip  the 
fourth,  afFeded  to  call  him  for  awhile ;  he  was  El  rcy  Don  Juan>  and 
fo  the  Spaniards  were  obliged  to  acknowledge  him ;  nor  could  their 
mines  in  Mexico  prevent  a  thoufand  mortifications  endured  here  \xt 
Europe,  where  Dutchmen  worried  them,  and  Frenchmen  braved- 
The  Hollanders,  who  faw  one  hundred  and  fourteen  of  their  own 
fliips  of  war  covering  the  feas  even  in  l043,  went  on  increafing  in 
political  importance  ;  mart e  triumptiabis  Bat a%na,  pace  pcribisj  was  the 
deftiny  attributed  to  thefe  united  llates  by  thofe  that  looked  through 
Fate's  cleareft  fpy-glafs ;  although  it  feems  ilrange  to  think  commercial 

men 
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men  fhould  gain  by  bearing  arms,  but  as  Antwerp  had  fwallowed  the 
trade  of  Venice,  fo  Amfterdam  now  become  the  ftorehoufe  of  Europe, 
drove  Antwerp  into  obfcurity,  and  caught  the  eyes  of  all,  while  none 
failed  to  rejoice  in  the  fight  of  a  city  formed  in  proud  Spain's  dcfpight, 
and  grown  from  an  afylum  into  a  flrong  fortrefs.  The  waves  of  life 
tumbling  off  one  another,  and  leaving  thoic  below  to  rife,  and  in  their 
turn  roll  over  the  next  comers,  can  alone  reprefcnt  the  ftate  of  nations: 
their  rife,  their  lapfe,  the'u:  fall,  their  total  lofs  among  their  noifier 
neighbours. 

America  now  rofe,  while  others  foaming,  fell.  The  Spaniards  had 
<ii/covercd  that  the  whole  continent  {o  called,  contained  not  feeble, 
hclplefs  creatures,  like  thofe  who  yielded  up  the  treafures  of  Mexico 
to  Cortcz  and  his  men*  Thofe  who  drove  northward  of  the  ftreights  and 
ifthmus,  named  Darien  or  Panama,  lighted  on  Indians  different  in  cha- 
ra6?er,  fieros  y  Barbados^  like  thofe  found  on  the  ifland  which  owes 
its  appelladoQ  to  the  beards  of  its  inhabitants.  It  appears,  indeed,  that 
the  dtiHnAion  is  not  a  fiirourite  one  with  any  occidentalifts ;  they  pluck 
it  up  by  the  roots,  and  daub  the  chin  with  ftuff*  intended  to  prevent  its 
rctora  wherever  it  can  be  feen.  But  James  of  England,  and  Richelieu 
of  Fnoice,  had  colonized  or  examined  by  this  time  large  trads  of  land, 
foundation  for  futme  quarrels,  places  where  Europe  haAened  to  carry 
thofe  arts  and  fciences  Ihe  had  fb  lately  learned  herfelf,  and  amaze  the 
iUent  aborigines^  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  failed  indeed,  in  his  attempt 
upaa  Guiasui ;  the  mine  which  played  and  g^ttered  before  his  dreammg 
fancy  eluded  every  feau!ch,  an^  left  him  to  wake  at  laft  with  a  halter  in- 
fiead  of  gold  ore  in  his  hand,  like  the  Juggler  in  Gay's  fables.  The  zeal  of 
Zummeraga  too,  an  empty-headed  biihop  of  Mexico,  obferving  feme 
figures  aukwardly  delineated  upon  cotton  cloth  or  barks  of  trees, 
burned  all  of  them  he  could  col)e<5l,  haftily  thinking  they  were  objeds 
of  devotion,  whilft  gold,  the  objed  of  his  countrymen's  refearch,  pro- 
<luced  no  happinefs  to  thofe  who  gained  it.  Deilroying  thefe  odd 
hieroglyphicks  was  a  felly ;  they  are  now  iaid  to  have  been  the  annab 
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of  the  empire,  and  icrve  as  fubjcifls  of  difpute  again,  'twixt  Dr.  Ro- 
bertibn  and  Clavigero,  how  far  poor  Mexico  had  been  advanced  in  arts 
of  civilization  before  the  arrival  of  Cortez.  Montezuma  is  fuppofedto 
have  been  the  ninth  emperor,  1  think,  and  his  crown  eledive.  They 
mention  a  chain  of  fubordlnation,  prince,  noble,  and  vafTal,  or  peafant : 
their  having  appointed  pofts  or  couriers  through  the  country,  ieems  a 
prodigious  ftcp  towards  improvement ;  they  were  probably  beforehand 
with  the  Europeans  in  this,  for  Lewis  the  eleventh,  was  firft  in  that 
quarter  of  our  globe  to  fix  fuch  comfortable  appendages  upoa  life.  Peru 
was  ftill  forwarder,  as  it  appears ;  their  empire  older  than  that  of  Mon- 
tezuma, and  the  fpirit  of  religion  fomewhat  milder.  Human  vi<ftims 
were  not  required  by  Peruvian  deities,  nor  were  the  inhabitants  of  that 
difl:ri<fl  conftrained  to  fuckle  their  infants  feven  years,  for  purpofc  of 
preventing  population,  becaule  the  earth  could  not  afford  fiibiifience  to 
proportionate  numbers.  Thefe  defcendants  of  the  fun,  as  they  fHled 
themfelves,  or  at  leaft  their  yncas,  learned  of  him  to  draw  pro\'ifioii 
from  the  ground,  and  cut  canals  to  water  it  where  an  arid  appearance 
gave  worfe  hopes  of  harveft.  hi  Jbme  places  it  even  came  into  their 
heads  to  add  manure,  perhaps  from  feeing  grafs  grow  where  a  dead 
animal  had  lain  by  chance ;  and  on  fuch  fpots  a  ruftick  monument  was 
raifed,.  denoting  their,  triumph  over  that  earth  they  trod  :  ta  make 
roads,  however,  no  Peruvian  had  attempted,  contenting  himfdf  with 
fticking  pofts .  of  wood,  (hewing  the  flioxteft  path  from  one  place  to 
another^  as  wc  ftake  out  ground  for  a  horfc  courfe.  Deftiny  ieems  to 
have  refolved  againft  a^culturc  in  all  parts  of  South  America,  where 

Spaniards  and  Portugueze  got  footing :  Miaers  turned  up  the  bofom  of 

* 

her  parent  foil,  and  aukward  piety  ill-fct  to  work,  covered  her-  fxxpcTt 
fices  with .  convents  quite  innumerable.  Prince  d'Efquilacherepre* 
fented  the  impropriety  of  this^ to  Philip  the  third;. but  h^.had  few  ideas 
beyond  a  Peruvian,  and  thofc  few  were  all  occupied  by  love  of  mo-> 
iia(lick  inftitutions.  Rpbertfon  fays,  that  Spain  lay  comato/^  from  the 
ye9X  lOSQ  till  the  g^eat  natiooal  cojivuUions  on « death  of  Charles  IL. 

rouzol 
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K>uzed  her  once  more  to  icnfation,  if  not  to  fenfibility,  Carpomancs 
himfelf  fays  plainly,  that  the  monarchy  feemed  inert,  and  as  if  dead, 
from  Philip's  time  to  that  hot  civil  war  which  followed  the  event  we 
ipeak  of — a  fubjeiS  for  fome  future  chapter's  Retrojpei^i ;  and  my 
readers  will  fcarce  fail  to  fay,  how  fuch  a  mode  of  regeneration  reminds 
them  of  the  ftory  told  by  Raynal,  and  again  by  Pennant  in  his  Hin^ 
doftant  where  a  poor  fellow  born  in  an  inferior  clafs  or  caft,  when  he 
defires  eameftly  to  become  a  Bramin,  is  obliged  to  crawl  in  at  the  tail 
of  a  brazen  calf  they  worlhip,  and  whofe  idol  on  this  occaiion  is  pre- 
vioufly  heated  ;,  if  working  on,  the  poor  wretch  is  not  fuffocatcd  before 
he  finds  out  his  way  at  the  bead's  mouth,  the  honour  is  purchafcd, 
and  a  Bramin  he  becomes ;  if  death  arrefts  his  progrefs  to  their  for 
ciety,  fb  much  the  better,  their  caft  is  kept  more  pure  from  profana^ 
tion.  All  this  tends,  however,  but  to  corroborate  the  true  idea,  that 
Phoebus,  partial  to  his  native  eaft,  ripens  their  fpirits  as  their  mines 
more  perfedly,  and  with  a  warmer  kindnefs  as  it  feems,  than  thoie  of 
their  Peria^ci  in  the  new-found  continent.  For  while  the  progeny  of 
Abraham  and  K^tura  (if  fuch  they  are)  coui\t  the  four  claifes  of  hur 
manity,  as  foldiers  and  labourers  from  the  arms  ofCuttery^  ftatcfmcn  and 
Icgiilators  formed  from  her  bead,  priefts  and  pure  worftiippers  of  hea- 
ven from  her  heart,  and  groveling  fouls  ordained  by  Providence  to  take 
the  loweft  place,  made  from  the  feet  of  this  much- honoured  parent  r-r— 
the  five  Indian  nations  of  North  America,  ignorant  of  all  ideas  con- 
cerning rank,  owned  no  diftin<ftion  but  the  neceffary  one ;  a  leader  or 
chieftain,  the  Sachem  of  their  tribe. 

This  man  eledled  for  fuperior  ftrcngth  at  firft,  and  afterwards  con-r  - 
firmed  by  their  experience  of  his  fiiperior  wifdom,  was  followed  to  war,^ 
or  liftened  to  when  he  perfuaded  peace,  till  age  or  ficknefs  dulled  his 
powers,  and  made  a  new  choice  indifpenfable,  while  fuUen  and  taci- 
turn, and  ftcady  to  their  fole  purpofe  of  getting  and  proteding.  woods 
for  purpofes  of  chace ;  the  only  pleafure  capable  of  animating  a  no- 
longer-hungry  Cayuga,  is  hope  of  enjoying  the  tortures  of  an  enemy, 

who./ 
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who  ftands  between  him  and  his  fuWiftence,  by  preventing  the  car- 
cajou from  climbing  the  chefnut  trees  appropriated  to  his  brcthrens* 
haunts,  or  frighting  the  moofe  deer  from  paffing  through  their  (hade* 
Proportionate  to  the. cruelty  (hewn  by  one  tribe  to  a  foe,  has  been  from 
time  immemorial  the  dreadful  revenge  taken  by  that  foe  upon  his 
neighbour,  when  caught  upon  a  hunting  party  in  a  wrong  place ;  nor 
tnuft  we  wonder  at  the  howling  female  who  dances  round  the  fire 
where  this  unlucky  enemy  is  confuming :  when  we  rcfleft  upon  the 
meafurcs  fhe  is  driven  to,  rather  than  fee  her  children  pine  with  hun- 
ger or  feel  the  blows  beftowed  on  her,  when  no  more  food  can  be  found. 
But  Monfieur  de  Champlain,  in  the  year  1032,  firft  governor  of  Ca- 
nada, gave  name  to  the  lake  fo  termed  in  all  our  maps,  and  wiflied  to 
civilize  the  furious  chieftains.  The  French  had  tried  at  an  eftablifhment 
in  IS 30  and  in  1608  ;  the  intelligent  Chanoine  de  Vaucouleurs  tells  us, 
that  one  might  begin  to  call  it  a  colony ;  our  Englifh  displaced  them 
in  J629,  but  gave  the  matter  up  in  l632,  when  a  fettlemcnt  of  thirty 
thoufand  men,  wowKn  and  children,  introduced  with  Chriftianity 
fomc  fofter  notions.  Yet  fcmpled  they  not  to  add  our  European  vices 
to  the  few  they  found  there ;  when  round  the  place  now  known  by 
name  of  Mount  Real,  exifted  ibme  old  tribes  which  the  new  fettlcrs 
leaguing  with  other  tribes  deftroyed  and  the  poor  icnfelefi  favages, 
delighted  to  learn  new  modes  of  gratifying  their  deep-fixed  revenge, 
ftudied  the  ufe  of  all  deftruAive  weapons  with  alacrity,  and  willingly 
aflifted  Champlain  and  his  followers,  to  drive  the  Adirondacs  out  of 
exiftence.  Pilkaret  indeed,  laft  of  this  laft-named  tribe,  an  Adiron- 
dac,  (kulking  in  the  woods,  committed  many  a6b  of  dreadful 
cruelty  upon  the  French  Indians — Chriftians  of  Lorctto,  as  their  new 
allies  were  called  when  once  converted.  This  aftive  creature  learned 
to  run  in  fnow-lhoes  turned  or  inverted — put  on  backwards,  in  fhort, 
with  fo  much  fkill,  as  to  render  his  being  caught  impoffible. 
When  he  had  gained  intelligence  of  his  enemy's  little  camp,  where 
now  accuilomed  to  drink   ardent  fpirits  they  (lept  foundly ;  he  flolc 

upon 
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upon  them  as  a  pole-cat  on  a  hen-rooft,  and  having  firft  knocked  them 
on  the  head  with  his  tomahawk,  tore  off  their  fcalps,  and  carried  them 
away  as  proof  of  viftory  and  pro wefs,  leaving  them  fometime^  alive  in 
agonies  fcarce  to  be  conceived,  from  which  however  more  than  one 
hardy  Indian  has  been  knoyr ji  to^  recover ;  and  meditate  for  months 
and  years  a  dreadful  vengeance  beneath  the  naked  undefended  cra- 
nium. Of  all  the  European  nations,  who  arriving  difturbed  and  fo* 
mented  thefe  domefldck  quarrets,  a  Dutch  commander  feems  to  have 
been  the  favourite  ;  Corlear  was  his  name,  and  in  the  year  l05O,  he 
fettled  a  pretty  town  at  Schenectady,  fituated  upon  the  Mohawk's 
river  near  Albany.  Such  was  the  efteem  of  all  for  this  gentleman, 
that  they  have  eyer  fince  given  his  name  to  every  Chriftian  officer  en- 
dowed with  authority.  Frenchman  or  Briton;  and  to  the  year  1750, 
I  am  fure  that  whoever  was  made  governor  of  New  York,  bore  that 
appellation  from  the  friendly  Indians :  thus  for  a  whole  century  at 
leq/i^  preferving  a  kind  memory  of  the.  man  they  loved,  and  upon 
whom  they  oddly  enough  beflowed  in  token  of  amity  and  true  regard^, 
the  coat  armour  (as  I  may  call  it)  the  infignia  if  you  will,  of  the  five 
principal  nations,  wolf,  tortoife,  bear ;  I  forget  both  the  other  two. 
When  firfl  thefe  i^imble  favages  ran  with  our  people,  and  fhewcd  them 
whence  the  wondrous  noife  proceeded,  which  for  fb  many  miles  is 
heard  to  thofe  who  travel  the  interior  parts  of  North  America,  as  they 
approach  the  falls  of  Niagara  ;  how  mufl  the  view  have  brought  back 
to  their  KetroJ^eSfy  a  horrid  parallel  between  thofe  Spaniards  who  firfF 
defcricd  the  latent  hemifphere,  and  hurled  the  old  inhabitants  from 
their  abodes,  and  that  fmooth  flrcam  which  gliding  forwards  unper- 
ceived,  covered  with  water- fowl  innumerable,  daflies  them  down  at 
once ;  while  the  flunned  birds  are  thrown  in  heaps  on  all  the  neigh- 
bouring lands,  where  fear  has  flung  them,  or  the  torrent  driven.  But 
we  return  again  to  long-left  England,  whofe  colonifls  lefs  cruel  had 
fo  conciliated  their  naked  neighbours,  no  oppofition  flopt  the  progreis 
of  a  trade  which  brought  tobaoco  to  our  land,  with  other  luxuries 
that  feemed  to  render  us  rich  although  difcontented. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XL 


GREAT  BRITAIN  ONLY  TO  1650, 


OUR  eighth  chapter  left  King  James,  firft  of  that  name,  fovcreign 
in  Great  Britain,  {0  was  our  country,  our  whole  ifland  called 
after  the  reigns  of  flenry,  Edward,  Mary,  Philip  and  Elizabeth,  the 
initials  of  which  names  Camden  lays,  compleated  an  old  prediAion 
that  when  hempe  is  ipun,  England's  done :  our  ftyle  being  altered  from 
the  king  of  Scots  acceflion,  to  the  compofite  word  Great  Britain. 
James  however,  feemed  to  enjoy  royalty  only  as  it  gave  him  power  to 
feed  favourites.  The  gay  drefs  and  elegance  of  mien  and  manners  for 
which  young  Villicrs  was  fo  very  eminent,  foon  rivetted  his  conqueft 
over  a  heart  made  vacant  by  dilgrace  of  Robert  Carr,  who  feems  to 
have  left  no  trace  of  his  power,  nothing  but  tales  of  infamy,  and  the 
word  Jiimmer/et  ftill  ufcd  by  tumblers,  taken  from  him  who  excelled 
in  feats  of  adivity.  The  newer  minion  now  in  three  or  four  years  at 
fartheft,  from  being  cup-bearer  at  firft,  became  knight  of  the  garter, 
mafter  of  the  horfe,  conftable  of  Windfor,  warden  of  the  cinque-ports, 
chief  juftice  in  eyre,  and  lord  high-admiral  of  England,  adding  to  thefe 
places  of  truft  and  offices  of  emolument,  the  titles  of  vifcount,  carl, 
marquis,  and  at  laft  duke  of  Buckingham.  His  beautiful  and  provi- 
dent mother,  fays  his  biographer,  having  ^iven  him  an  education  more 
of  gay  courtefy  than  deep  literature,  no  one  ever  filled  fiach  a  poft  with 
lefs  danger  of  lofing  it ;  and  Du  Puy,  in  his  Hi/ioire  des  Favorites,  gives 
Villiers  the  palm  for  managing  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  procure  and 
Jtecp^  free  from  all  rivalry,   his  matters  purfe  and  perfonal  afFeAioUj 

wholly 
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w  holly  bis  own  for  ever.  As  the  remaining  part  of  James's  reign  was 
in  reality  his,  the  king  will  have  Icfs  iharc  in  our  RetrofpeBion,  ex- 
cept perhaps  to  obferve  that  the  cautionary  towns  were  by  the  royal 
order  given  up  for  money  to  fupply  the  duke's  delight  in  magnificence. 
Meanwhile  a  manifcft  change  of  manners  took  place,  no  fewer  than 
twenty  thoufand  mariners  protcdled  us,  two  fliips  of  iixty-four  gons 
each  were  built,  and  commerce  brought  hither  the  broad-filk  manu- 
faftory.  Saltpetre  was  worked  in  England,  fugars  were  cultivated 
at  Barbadoes  by  negroes ;  the  flave  -trade  flourilhed,  and  gazettes  wcr« 
printed  in  every  country,  communicating  intelligence  from  fhore  to 
fhore.  The  word  was  originally  Italian.  Gusta  in  that  language 
means  a  magpie:  they  publifhed  a  gazetta,  or  little  chatterer^  at 
Venice,  telling  the  news  of  the  day,  in  1G20 ;  the  fmall  coin  which  paid 
for  k  was,  from  the  paper  itfelf,  term'd  %ma  gaxetta^  and  Theophrafte 
Renaud,  a  iurgeon  of  Montpeliei?^  printed  one  for  the  amu/eli^eixt  c^ 
the  fick  in  1 03 1 .  In  fevcn  yeaf sp  ntore  W€  bad  not  only  new^>apers  bi 
London,  but  cvien  private  tovras  boafted  their  weekly  courants.  New-* 
caftle  was  the  firft.  The  Thttitieg  raaidc  iJtfling  this  reign  ha* 
tigabie  to  Oxford,  increased  the  infernal  tra^k  of  the  nation,  and 
the  new  river  brought  to  London  by  ircy  countryman,  Sir  Hugh  Mid- 
dicton,  increaftd  the  comforts  of  a  now  iplendid  and  full  mefropofis. 
Hackney  coaches,  twenty  in  number,  pkns  of  iedan  chairs  for  ladies, 
evinced  an  alteration  all  defired  to  fee,  a  ftate  of  eafe  arid  luxury  which 
all  defired  to  partake ;  while  the  pretty  ballad  preferved  in  Dryden  s 
Mifcdianics,  Ihews  how  the  nobility  changed  their  mode  of  living 
and  flocled  in  crowds  to  the  capital,  where  fuch  attraAions  were  con- 
centrated, where  feenes  were  added  to  the  theatre,  where  converiktioii 
was  growing  to  be  a  fort  of  fcience,  and  books  written  to  regulate  it 
were  tranflated  mto  EngKfh.  Ariftocracy,  deprived  of  its  power  in 
diftant  provinces,  fought  compenfation  from  familiar  talk  in  the  town, 
where  cultivated  minds,  congenial  fpirits:  might  be  found,  with 
whom  ta  difcufs  the  politicks  of  the  day ;  and  fcaving  abftrufe  ftudies, 
Vol.  II.  F  f  profound 
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profound  enquiries  and  logical  ratiocination  behind;  ^ay  wit  and  lively, 
rhctorick  fuccecded  to  the  publick  favour.  Romance  was  going  faft; 
out  of  the  world,  though  not  yet  wholly  loft.  Lord  Surrcy*s  paflGon. 
for  fair  Geraldine,  heated  up  to  a  fine  poctiek  phrcnzy  about  the  year 
1540,  feems  to  have  been  no  longer  the  falhionable  reading,  and  even 
the  writings  of  Sir  Philip  Sydney  grew  daily  lefs  and  lefs  ia  vogue^ 
though  Johnfon  quotes  the  Arcadia  as  a  ftandard  of  language  in  our. 
own  day,  and  Surrey  is  at  this  time  ftyl'd  our  earlicft  Englifh  claflick. 
His  love  being  inflamed  by  a  magical  glafs  indeed,  wherein  Agrippa 
Slewed  him  his  lady  repofmg  oa  a  couch  reading  a  fonnet  written  by, 
hinifelfy  while.  ^  wax  taper  gave  him  a  glimmering  fight  of  her  beauti* 
ful  countenance,  rendered  more  intercftingly  a  tranfient  palcnefs,  was, 
not  likely  to  pleafe  the  middle  of  a  century  like  the  1 7th.  It  was  ex- 
aAly  calculated  for  the  days  of  Petrarch,  whofe  pailion  Surrey  warmed 
bis  own  after,  ending  it  much  in  the  fame  manner  too ;  for  having 
been  viftorious  ia  a  tournament  where  he  challenged  whole  nations^ 
and  bravely  rifqued  his  life  for  her  fake,  all  Europe  refounding  with 
praife  of  her  great  merits,  and  his  firm  attachment :  this  flaming  lover 
after  all  quietly  married  Frances,  daughter  to  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  by  whonx 
he  had  many  children,  while  the  bright  Irifh  damfel  (fuch  Walpolc 
fays  (he  was)  and  daughter  to  Fit%ger old,  not  Tufcan  Gcraldi,  was  con- 
tented to  be  third  wife  of  Clinton,  earl  of  Lincoln ;  fuch  conclufion  of 
fiich  rant,  brought  the  rant  itfelf.  quicker  to  conclude. 

The  laft  tournament  held  in  our  country,  for  Elizabeth's  amufement 
on  Blackhcath,  was  of  ill  ending.  A  dwarf  appeared  tendering  the 
Queen  a  paper,  fignifying  how  ibme  knights  from  a  far  country,  devotr 
cd  to  their  dames,  had  vowed  to  maintain  the  honour  of  their  bcaur 
ties  againft  whoever  fliould  affirm  his  fair  one  more  excelling.  '*  My 
•*  bold  'Squire,"  replied  her  Majefty, ,  **  you  give  fhort  notice,  yet  fhall 
"  your  challenge  be  anfwered."  At  the  trumpet's  found,  therefore,  out 
ftarted  champions  on  both  fides  richly  accoutred,  and  M.  Comwallis  was 
terribly  hurt  by  Sir  JohnPerrot,  natural  fon  to  Hca.yjII.  The  Queen  felt 

greatly 
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greatly  diftrcflcd,  and  a  Mahometan  envoy  prefent,  wifely  exclaimed : 
*'  If  thcfe  combatants  be  in  camcft,  this  is  too  little  ;  but  if  they  be  in 
*' jeft,  believe  me  'tis  too  much  !"  A  mcflenger  at  that  moment  arriv- 
ing to  tell  how  Henry  II.  of  France  had  received  his  death's  wound  in 
a  fimilar  conteft  ten  days  before ;  the  entertainment  was  broken  up, 
end  tournaments  put  to  a  final  and  fatal  end,  both  in  our  own  country 
and  our  neighbour's.  Thcfc  romantick  and  dangerous  amufements,  had 
their  exit  haftened  ftill  more,  by  the  tafte  people  took  up  of  tranflating 
the  old  Greek  tragedies,  and  correcting  our  ftage  by  model  of  the  old 
Greek  drama.  In  //iJs  again  our  foverelgn  bore  her  part,  and  rendered 
the  Hercules  CEtasus  into  ^pnglifti.  I  fuppofe  Shakcfpear  was  a  better 
courtier  than  to  ridicule  what  had  attracted  her  immediate  notice,  elfe 
Ihould  I  be  tempted  ftrongly  to  believe,  that  the  nonfenfe  he  puts  into 
Bottom  the  weaver's  mouth  about  Ercles'  vein,  a  tyrant's  vein,  and  a 
part  to  tear  a  cat  in,  had  reference  to  Hercules,  in  the  Queen's  favourite 
play,  throwing  the  bcafts  about  from  the  top  of  Mount  (Eta.  Her 
Majefty  was  not  the  only  woman  employed  in  Greek  literature,  and  ver- 
iHications  of  old  poets  by  female  hands,  were  then  coming  out  every  day. 
Puttenham  iays,  "  Wc  would  not  have  girls  be  too  precife  poets,  left 
with  fiich  flirewd  wit  as  rhyme  requireth,  they  become  hateful  to  huf- 
bands  who  love  not  fantaftick  wives."  Harvey  had  faid  in  his  chara<fter 
of  a  maid  jof  honour, 

Saltet  item,  pingatque  cadem,  dodumque  poemla 
•  Pangat^  nee  mufas  nefciatilla  meas. 

But  the  fear  of  dying  maids  ditiAJingle  wymmen^  as  Puttenham  threatens, 
feems  to  have  taken  immediate  efFeft  ;  and  ladies  were  fo  well  warned 
by  him,  and  by  Eklward  Hake  afterwards,  in  his  Touchftone  of  Time  Pre^ 
fenty  that  inftead  of  being  fuch  fcholars,  that  Roger  Afcham  reproached 
the  univerfity  with  the  court  laiTes'  Superior  erudition,  they  ran  into  a 
contrary  extreme,  and  by  the  time  the  Stuart  race  was  ended,  a  family  re- 
ceipt book  contained  all  the  literature  of  an  Englifli  country  hufwife, 
however  high  her  rank,  while  Swift's  account  of  Queen  Anne's  maids 

Ff2  of 
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of  honour,  forms  a  droll  contraft  to  Harvey  and  Aicham*s  notion  of 
that  poft  under  Elizabeth,  and  of  their  knowledge  who  occupied  the 
ilation. 

All  changed  apace  ;  Hake  wrote  a  book  on  the  impiety  of  danclng,^ 
but  girls  did  not  leave  that  off  as  willingly  as  grammar.  The  art,  how* 
ever,  underwent  many  alterations  :  a  dance  called  Pa  van,  from  Pavo 
the  peacock,  becauie  they  performed  it  in  long  robes  puffing  and  trail- 
ing after  them,  was  difmiffed,  and  the  fame  figure  to  quick-time  came 
in  with  Scots'  reels,  &c.  We  call  it  a  tni/s'd peacock^  itiW^  in  the 
north,  becauie  the  train  is  tuck'd  up  as  in  a  jig.  The  galliard  which 
fet  Sir  Chriftopher  Hatton  high  in  his  foyereign's  favour,  till^^/  by 
^ep  he  became  lord  keeper  ;  ftill  held  its  place  at  Paris,  where  Furetierc 
telU  us,  that  in  1558,  a  book  of  OrcJiefography  was  publifhed,  denoting^ 
the  names  of  various  motions  in  a  dance,  fiefon,  iiefon  relevee,  brifec 
inarche  and  clofe  :  words  now  familiar  to  us  all,  but  apparently  new 
enough  to  Englifh  people  in  Addifon's  time,  becaufe  the  Spectator 
makes  much  fport  out  on't.  The  Morefcoy  or  Moorifh  dance,  brought 
in  by  Catherine  of  Arragon,  is  fcarcely  gone  quite  out  of  the  ifland 
yet,  I  believe.  Morris  dattcmg  (for  fo  by  corruption  it  was  called)  lafled 
till  George  the  fccond's  reign  at  Icaft,  and  morrice  pikes  for  the  pur« 
pofc  were  common  in  Wales  five  years  ago. 

Queen  Mary  delighted  much  in  what  reminded  her  of  Spain  And 
Spaniards;  but  tumbling  and  trampoline  tricks,  at  that  time  a  novelty, 
inchaunted her,  as  we  read,  to  muche  merriment.  What  wonder  then,  if 
James  of  Scotland,  her  firft  coufm  once  removed,  was  ftruck  with  fuch 
performances !  his  mind  was  not  empty,  though  it  was  flexible,  but  no 
endowments  give  the  power  to  ufe  them.  That  quality  depends  oft 
Jirength  of  mind,  not  fulncft.  This  prince  faw  plainly  how  the  world 
was  going,  and  he  faw  plainly  too,  he  could  not  flop  or  turn  it.  He 
recommended  other  modes  to  bis  nobility,  and  told  the  great  lords  with 

♦  From  a  trttp'if$Q  coaxes  the  s^oiAJlrathfpeyy  I  believe. 
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good  icnfc  enough,  that  here  in  town  they  could  appear  only  likte  great 
fliips  upon  the  ocean,  byt  that  in  their  own  (hires  and  boroughs,  they 
would  Ihine  like  great  fhips  at  a  river's  mouth,  efteemed  and  wondered 
at,  and  benefiting  thole  around. 

The  wife  maxims  of  a  man  whofe  condud  was  repugnant  to  de- 
corum however,  juft  at  the  moment  when  decorum  began  to  hold  a 
higher  price  than  learning ;  failed  of  all  effcA  upon  his  hearers,  who 
favv  him  every  day  duped  by  Gondemar,  cajoled  by  Baflbnpicrrc,  and 
fool'd  by  Buckingham,  almoft  to  fatuity.  The  trick  this  laft  named 
nobleman  played,  bringing  a  fucking  pig  wrapt  in  a  mantle  for  the 
king  to  kifs,  making  him  believe  it  was  a  new-born  baby  to  which  his 
majefty  had  promifed  to  fland  fponfor,  was  a  device  even  below  conr- 
tempt,  had  it  been  praclifed  on  a  child  of  eleven  years  old :  yet  ferved  it 
as  a  (landing  je(t  at  court,  and  to  that  foolery  the  duke  alludes,  whea 
in  his  letters  from  France  and  Spain,  prefcnxd  in  our  Briti(h  Ma- 
(eum;  he  begins,  "  dear  dad  and  goffip.  One  is  not  forry  to  fee  every 
one  of  fuch  epiftles,  ending  however,  with  your  Highnefs*  humble^m;^ 
and  dogy  Stemiy.  Many  flrange  paiTages  arc  recorded  of  their  odd  fa- 
miliarity by  French  Memoires.  Thofe  of  le  Marquis  de  Baflbnpierre, 
Marefchal  de  France,  compiled  whilft  Richelieu  kept  him  in  the  Ba(^ 
tile,  whence  that  great  miniftcr's  death  releafed  him,  teem  with  tales 
told  of  our  Engli(h  monarch  and  his  favourite.  Among  the  reft  he  (ays, 
how  while  king  James  and  he  were  fpeaking  ferioufly  upon  bufmefs^ 
one  morning,  without  any  wrtnefTcs  in  the  bed-chamber,  Buckingham^ 
came  tumhling  in,  in  his  odd  way,  and  clapping  a  hand  on  each  of  their 
(boulders,  leaped  fuddenly  between  his  own  legs  in  the  air — "  Glijpmt 
*^  ct  fautant  (fays  he)  comme  uu  danfcur  de  corde,  et  d  mu  mantere 
"  merveilleufej'  put  an  end  to  the  converfation.  Grave  characters  always, 
affcft  levity  in  their  domeftick  companions ;  and  I  fuppofe  Charles  I. 
whofc  face  was  faid  by  phyfiognomifts  to  be  marked  (Irongly  with  me- 
lancholy and  misfortune,  delighted  in  feats  and- frolicks.like  his  father, 
othcrw  ife  it  fcems  to  me  foolilher^i//,  that  he  (hould  for  a  friend  and 
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luturc  minifter  make  his  ckliberate  cle6Hon  of  the  youth  his  predecef- 
\  «^  for  had  taken  up  merely  as  a  toy.     The  intimacy  between  tkem  grew 

up  from  the  young  prince's  defirc  of  feeing  the  Infanta,  whom  it  was 
thought  fit  for  him  to  marry,  and  for  whom  he  fancied  himfclf  already 
poffcfs'd  with  paffion.     Villiers,  eager  to  efcape  from  his  old  mafter's 
aukward  fondnefs,  and  delirous  to  difplay  his  fpirit  of  gallantry  and  va- 
•ricty  of  accomplifhments  on  a  new  and  more  cxtcnfivc  tlieatre,  refolved 
to  obtain  confcnt  for  accompanying  Baby  Charles  (as  his  doating  pa- 
rent called  him)  who,  although  convinced  beyond  a  doubt  of  the  folly 
of  fuch  an  exploit — being  overawM  by  a  favourite  he  now  began  to  fear, 
and  over-pcrfuadcd  by  a  fon  who  above  all  things  he  loved,   and  be- 
ing ever  unable  to  deny  fuits,  permitted  their  abfence  on  the  fiJly  and 
dangerous  errand,  when  tears  and  entreaties  failed  of  povser  to  detain 
them;     My  countryman,  Sir  Richard  Wynne,  was  in  their  train  and 
confidence,  and  has  given  the  beft  account  we  have  of  their  adven- 
tures.    Tom  Heame  publiflicd  it,  but  it  is  little  read,  though  very  en* 
tertaining  :    his  head   painted    by  Cornelius  Janfen,   is  preferved  at 
Wynnftay,  and  Bartolozzi  engraved  it  for  Mr.  Pennant's  book,  but  the 
author's  body  lies  at  Wimbledon  in  Surrey,  far  from  his  native  land. 
He  tells  how  the  Infanta  w^as  ufed  to  go  and  gather  May  dew  for  her 
complexion  in  early  morn  at  a  cafadi  campo,  or  fummer-houfe,  on  t'other 
fide  the  river,  I  remember;  and  how  Prince  Charles,  taking  with  him 
mafter  Endymion  Porter,  went  thither  likewife,  and  got  furreptitioufly 
into  the  houfe,  and  into  the  garden  too ;  but  his  fair  one  was  in  the 
orchard,  between  which  and  them' was  a  high-partition  wall.   This  did 
not  however,  keep  out  the  adive  Englilhmen :  our  future  fovereign, 
like  Romeo,  with  love- light  wings  did  overleap  that  wall — but  the  old 
Marquis  Olivarez  hearing  him,  hobbled  to  the  fcene  of  meeting,  and 
fell  on  his  knees,  conjuring  the  prince  to  retire,  and  protefting  that  his 
head  muft  inevitably  anfwer  for  fuch  a  breach  of  cuftom  and  ancient 
iifages. 

ijoodneis  of  heart  prevailed  over  abfurdity  for  once,  and  no  more 
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private  conferences  were  even  fought  by  Charles,  who  now  contented 
hlmfelf  with  watching  her,  the  Spaniards  faid,  *^  as  a  cat  watches  a 
moufe,"  and  tinging  feguedillas  under  her  window,  among  which  the 
following  feems  bcft  remembered. 

Carlos  Eftuardo  foy 

Que  fiendo  amor  mi  guia ; 
Al  ciel  d'Efpana  voj, 

Por  ver  mi  £ftrella  Maria. 

; 
/ 

As  a  proof  that  our  royal  adventurer  made  his  own  verfes,  they  arc  bad 
bnes ;  and  fuch  as  none  but  a  foreigner  would  make.  The  match  w  ent 
oiF,  however,  through  the  caprices  of  Buckingham,  who  once  lo  wifli'd 
it,  and  the  two  friends,  their  friendftiip  unimpaired,  in  Ypitc  of  all  his 
pranks,   returned  home  through  France,    where  Villicrs  felt  hinifelf 
more  at  home  than  in  grave  Caftilc,  the  courtiers  of  w  hofc  king  recol- 
leAed  a  thoufand  infults  offered  to  them  or  to  their  families  by  a  prc- 
fumptuous  favourite,  who,  while  among  them,  they  felt  half  afraid  of; 
Philip  however,  fent  the  diamonds  back  which  our  prince  had  prc- 
fented  to  his  fifier,  rejoiced  in  their  nation's  efcape   from  a  heretick 
match,  and  prepared  for  war  upon  gentle  James,  who  never  recovered 
his  grief  for  the  quarrel  in  a  caufe  he  liked  not:  although  his  darlings 
did  come  home  fafc  at  laft,  a  circumftance  which  added,  perhaps,  two 
or  three  years  to  his  now-declining  life.     On  their  way  back,  Charles 
found  it  likewife  convenient  to  fall  in  love  at  Paris  with  the  daughter 
of  Henry  the  fourth,  while  Buckingljam,  half  in  his  own  country,  and 
ever  confident  of  fucccfs  in  all  amours,  a6ling,  as  it  appears,  upon  Lord 
Chefterfield's  opinions  before  they   were  publKlied,   paid   fccrct,  yet 
eafily-difcemed   addrefTes  to   Anne  of  Auftria,   wife   of  Louis  XIII., 
whom  he  invited  upon  vifiting  when  confined  by  a  cold  to  her  bed, 
by   the  fide  of  which  fate  a  lady,  employed  in  preventing  too   clofe 
approaches,  and  crying  out  occafionally :  "  All  Monfcigneur  !  que  fait  es 
"  vons  dene?  Ce  ne/i  pas  ainfi  quon  adrejje  la  Reine  de  France'^     The 
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thoughts  of  feeing  his  fon  married,  however,  confoled  the  old  king  a 
little  for  the  talcs  told  of  his  favourite's  condu6l ;  and  though  this  lady's 
fortune  was  far  fhort  of  that  he  had  hoped  with  the  Infanta,  flic  was 
daughter  to  a  king,  which  this  monarch  feemcd  to  confider  as  a  quali- 
fication indifpenfable  to  a  Princefs  of  Wales.     She  was  fliortly  wife  to 
a  king,  but  his  people's  veneration  for  royalty  was  waning  apace  ;  and 
fome  who  loved  it  ftill,  fretted  at  the  odd  miftake  made  in  proclaim- 
ing the  fucceflbr  Charles  rightful  and  dij^utable  heiry  &c.   inflead  of 
rightful  /«difputable  heir.     A  worfe  omen,  however,  might  rcafonably 
have  been  drawn  from  that  young  heir's  attachment  to  a  nobleman, 
againft  whom  all  ranks  teftilicd  now  their  undiflcmblcd  averiion,  not- 
withftanding  which  he  continued  to  hold  places  quite  incompatible 
with  each  other,  though  my  countryman,  his  true  fervant,   Howell, 
admoniflied  him  in  the  quaint  phrafe  of  the  times,  how  his  Grace  would 
ftand  firmer  without  help  of  an  anchor,  meaning  the  office  of  high 
admiral,  novo  fuppofed  too  arduous  a  poft  for  any  one  man  to  hold,  and 
Buckingham  was  refponfible  for  half  a  dozen  more  befide.     He  and 
his  matter  however,  feemed  refolved  to  do  their  own  way,  and  then 
truft  to  their  own  fkill  for  pacifying  thofe  they  had  offended.     This 
mode  of  proceeding  did  well  within  the  palace^  when  king  Charles 
with  his  own  hand  turned  out  of  it  all  the  French  fervants  who  came 
with  the  Queen,  I  think,  for  impofing  fome  odd  penances  upon  her. 
The  confeflbr,  bifliop  of  Mende,  ran  to  his  miftrefs  for  refuge ;  but 
her  hufband  fuddenly  catching  her  up  in  his  arms,  hafted  with   her 
to  the  bed-chamber  and  locked  her  in,  fo  that,  although  flie  broke  all 
the  windows  in  the  room,  and  tore  off  her  hair,  there  was  no  remedy, 
fubmiffion  followed  of  courfe. 

"  A  family,'*  fays  fome  philofopher,  ''  is  but  a  little  kingdom,  and  a 
^*  kingdom  is  no  more  than  a  great  family.*'  The  faying  was  truer 
when  'twas  fpoken  than  when  our  fovereign  applied  it ;  he  foon  found 
that  the  fame  talents  will  not  do  for  both.  Charles  was  an  excellent 
hufband,  father,  and  mafler ;  but  knew  not  how  to  rule  a  powerful 
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ilatc  fwelling  with   opulence,  and  fermenting  with  new  and  yefly 
knowledge,   that  foamed   itfelf  into   a  rocky  head  below,  a  ftrong 
mephitick  vapour  hovering  round,  over  which  dangerous  fleam  who 
holds  his  face,  lofes  or  wits  or  life*     Buckingham,  heedlcfi  and  daring, 
was  the  firft  to  fuffer  by  his  encouraged  folly ;  he  would  be  fent  am- 
baflador  to  France ;   Louis  XIII.  fwore  he  never  ihould  come  there 
again ;  in  a  romantick  paflion  Villiers  threatened  that  he  would  fee 
Anne  of  Auflria  fpite  of  her  hufband  and  of  all  his  nation.     Our  own 
was  by  this  freak  engaged  in  wars  which  the  furly  parliament  would  not 
give  money  to  fupport ;  why  Ihould  they  ?  Di/grace  of  courfe  attended 
our  attack  upon  the  ifles  of  Rhe  and  Oleron,  and  aflaffination  waited 
the  flafliy  favourite's  return.  *     Howell's  account  of  it  is  fuccin<5l,  yet 
,  comical.     **  The  duke,  fays  he,  rofe  in  a  well  dtj^ofed  humour  from  his 
hedy  and  cut  a  caper  or  two,  and  then  to  breaifaji,  amtdft  a  rujflhig  tram    ' 
of  courtiers  and  commanders ^    The  event  is  known  to  all,  for  in  fuch 
paflagcs  hiftory  holds  out  her  features  prominent  for  Retrojpection  s  eye 
to  feize  the  outline :  yet  *tis  pdd  that  a  man  writing  to  the  Duchefs 
of  Buckingham's  own  aunt,  ihould  dwell  with  admiration  on  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  King  Charles's  quiet  behaviour  and  ferene  acquiefcence 
in  his  lofs,  nor  can  one  refrain  from  fmiling  to  fee  him  make  his  exit 
with  a  caper.     Clarendon's  ftory  of  Sir  George  Villiers  appearing  to 
an  old  dependent  friend,  and  requefting  him  to  warn  his  fon  againft 
fuch  an  accident,   is  indeed  confirmed  by  his  Majefly's  condud:,  who 
had  often   heard  the   tale  no   doubt;    and  the   hiflorian   fays,  that 
Countefs-Buckingham,  mother  to  the  favourite,  was  in  nowife  aftonifli- 
ed,  though  much  grieVed,  having  a  fure  truft  in  the  fpedlre's  words. 
Spe<^es,  however,  were  unneceiTary  to  tell  what  was  fb  very  likely  to 
happen ;  and  we  fee  Lord  Portland,  who  fucceeded  him  as  high  ad- 
miral, frighted  to  deatli  almoft  becaufe  feeling  in  his  pockets  one  day 

♦  His  duchefs  foon  married  tlie  Earl  of  Antrim,  Lord  Rutland  having,  as  appears, 
quickly  confoled  his  daughter,  to  whofe  houfe  Howell  defcribes  him  riding  on  a  poji^ 
horfe^  foon  as  the  news  had  reached  his  country  feat. 
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when  be  changed  them,  a  paper  was  found  rumpled  up  with  thefc  words 
on  it,  Rentember  Cafar,  Self-love  prompting  him  to  think  hiralelf 
threatened  with  the  fate  of  a  hero  his  lordfhip  in  nowife  refcmbled,  he 
ilaid  from  council,  pleading  fudden  {jcknefs,  and  let  no  one  in  to  com- 
fort him  except  the  Marquis  of  TuUibardine,  his  intimate  friend,  who,  in 
order  to  change  the  convcrfation,  allced  him  if  he  had  yet  beftowed 
the  trifling  poft  he  promifed  upon  the  fon  of  their  common  acquaint- 
ance, Sir  Julius  Caefar?  adding,  that  he  had  taken  the  permitted 
liberty  of  putting  a  paper  in  his  lordlhip's  hand  once,  reminding  him 
of  the  kindncfs  defigned  by  two  words  only,  Rememher  Qirjar.  Port- 
land then  recolled:ed  the  circumftance,  provided  for  the  innocent  caufc 
of  his  panick,  faid  nothing  to  his  companions,  but  haftlly  quitted  the 
court,  and  told  the  tale  fome  years  after.  Cefar  is  originally  a  Venetian 
*  family  ;  L' Abate  Cefafotti  of  Padua  is  of  the  fame  houfe  :  they  almoft 
always  baptize  their  fons  Julius  or  Auguftus.  Of  this  fervant,  how-' 
ever,  his  majefty  had  no  lofs ;  he  prepared  for  the  coming  ftriigglc, 
and  apparently  refolvcd  to  encounter  it  with  roughnefs ;  every  houfc 
of  commons  which  he  called  throughout  his  reign  renewed  and  en- 
forced that  flrugglc,  and  every  parliament  diflblvcd  boafted  fome  old 
prerogatives  loft  to  the  crown.  Party  rofe  higher  and  higher  every 
year ;  and  diftindions  were  foon  obfcrvcd  about  keeping  Sunday,  which 
Romanifts  and  Lutherans  had  till  then  alike  agreed  to  hold  as  a  high 
fcftival,  being  the  day  on  which  our  Lord  rofe  from  the  dead  ;  it  had 
been  fo  accounted  fince  the  time  of  Conftantine,  till  Calvin  fc-eing  the 
abufes  confequent  upon  merry-making,  gave  men  to  undcrftand  it 
fliould  be  kept  //o//7r,  not  gn'ily  .*  a  caution  ufeful  in  the  induftrious 
cities  he  inhabited,  where  if  the  people  are  allowed  to  play,  they'M  ibon 
find  out  it  were  as  well  to  work  too,  and  fo  the  Sabbath  is- profaned 
and  broken.  But  in  our  ifland's  foggy  air,  Calvinifm  faw  each  objecl 
of  dilTention  magnified  ;  and  being  grown  much  more  morofe  than  at  her 
birth,  fuifercd  with  four  malignity  her  harfh  profefTors  to  drive  even 
devotional  mufick  from  the  church  :  all  ornament,  all  elegance  was 
chafed  away,  each  gloomy  ill-prefaging  idea  being  with  avidity  fubfti- 
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tuted  in  their  ilead.  Prynne,  whole  auftenty  furpaflcd  belief,  wrote 
againft  all  amufcments,  all  diverfions ;  and  tore  the  gilding  off  life's 
bitter  pill  without  rcmoTfc.  When  we  were  called,  in  the  laft  volume, 
to  turn  our  Rctrofpe^i  upon  the  reigns  of  Theodofius  or  Pulcheria,  a' 
meagre  troop  attracted  our  attention,  but  they  pradifed  cruelties  only 
on  themfclves :  thefe  cenfured  all  who  did  not  pradlifc  them,  and  tried 
to  fettle  forrow  by  eftabllftiment,  and  to  perpetuate  it  by  long  entaiL 
The  court,  adhering  to  old  ufages,  was  the  more  abhorred  ;  and  to  lay 
true,  the  cutting  off  Prynne's  ears,  and  pilloring  him,  fccms  a  pre- 
pofterous  mode  of  making  their  owii  notions  popular,  or  deferving  of 
approbation.  It  certainly  increafed  the  feft  of  Puritans,  and  great  was 
the  company  of  the  preachers,  who  called  our  clergy  dumb  dogs,  be- 
caufe  the  lectures  were  in  Anglican  churches  fliort,  compared  with  the 
regular  fcrvice  or  form  of  prayer ;  while  thefe  new  teachers  found  fome 
latent  merit  in  extemporaneous  petitions  to  heaven,  and  harangues  to 
their  mortal  auditors  full  three  hours  long. 

Preaching  was  an  art  now,  almoft  an  accomplifhmcnt  all  over  Europe; 
and  little  Bofluet,  when  juft  fix  years  old,  was  blcft  with  a  peculiar 
talent  for  it.  The  French  Melanges  tell  a  droll  ftory  how  thg  child's 
father  called  a  large  fcompany  of  wits,  lords,  ladies,  &c.  to  hear  the 
baby  hold  forth  ;  his  exhibition  of  premature  excellence  beginning  after 
luppcr,  and  lading  till  one  or  two  o'clock.  Je  nai  jamah  entendu 
precher,  ntji  pjt  niji  tardy  fays  Voiture.  I  never  heard  fuch  early. or 
late  preaching  in  my  life  before.  But  wc  return  to  England,  whence 
Hazelrigg,  Hambden,  Cromwell,  proving  their  finccrity,  refolvcd  to 
emigrate  ;  and  for  our  colonies  in  North  America  quit  a  country 
where  the  old  crpfs  upon  a  church  top,  an  organ  in  the  choir;  a  furplicc 
in  the  delk,  and,  above  all,  a  decent  altar  whereon  to  celebrate  our  Sa- 
viour's  facrifice,  commemorating  his  lad  fupper,  offended  their  rio-hteous 
fpirit.  In  an  ill  hour  the  king  forced  them  back,  by  a  ftrange  abufe  of 
the  authority  dill  left  hini ;  for  if  men  like  not  the  worfliip  or  govern^ 
ment  of  their  fathers,  they  diould  leave  it  Compulfion  never  made 
good  fubjeds  yet,    and  that  th^e  men  lived  to  be  thorns  in    poor 
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Charles's  crown,  no  reader  can  much  regret;  from ///^w  he  did  Ac- 
fcrve  reproach  for  tyranny.  Yet  was  there  no  popular  or  general  cry 
as  I  can  learn  againft  fubordination ;  w^hat  neareft  drew  tow^ards  rc- 
fcmblance  of  next  century's  fcenes,  was  the  faying  of  a  member  of 
parliament,  "  That  men  were  grown  too  wife  now  to  let  one  pcrfbn 
*^  rule  them."  He  meant,  however,  but  a  transfer  of  that  rule  from 
the  king  to  the  houfe.  For  this  purpofc  the  lords  grew  obnoxious,  and 
the  lower  aflcmbly  fighed  for  their  removal ;  from  pozver,  as  it  appears, 
but  nothing  more.  The  tale  Clarendon  himfclf  tells  of  a  London 
citizen  quarrelling  w^ith  a  nobleman's  waterman,  about  faying  that  the 
fwan  he  wore  as  badge  being  his  mafter's  creft,  was  but  a  goofe,  proves 
how  fcvercly  offences  towards  fuperior  birth  were  punifhed.  The 
tradefman  paid  fo  high  a  fine  it  bankrupted  the  man.  The  Earl  of 
Suffolk,  in  the  year  l034  too,  had  been  called  a  bafe  lordhy  Sir  Richard 
Granville,  who  thought  himfelf  cheated  by  him,  (perhaps  it  w^as  {o) 
in  a  conteft  for  property ;  he  w^as,  however,  forced  to  pay  eight  thou- 
fan d  pounds  for  defamation:  nor  can  a  modern  reader  forbear  to  re- 
joice in  the  abolition  of  a  ilar-chamber,  that  levied  ten  thoufand 
pounds  upon  Sir  George  Markham's  eftatc,  as  a  fine  during  the  faixic 
reign,  only  becaufe  he  had  horfewhipt  Lord  d'Arcy's  huntfman  for  in- 
folencc  to  ///;;/  in  the  field  while  fporting :  but  challenges  and  duels 
once  fo  frequent  were  out  of  fafliion  ;  lliat  fiery  fpirit  was  evaporated, 
and  the  coarfe  dregs  of  avarice  more  folid,  funk  behind.  Puritanifm 
felt  more  (hocked  by  fhowicr  vices  than  by  meannefs,  and  pecuniary 
compofition  for  private  offence  was  natural  to  England.  See  the  firil 
volume  of  this  work,  eleventh  chapter.  Corruption  once  again  crawled 
forward  into  dirty  life :  Wentworth,  a  bufy  fpeaker  againft  grievances, 
attracted  notice  from  the  houfe  of  commons ;  and  Charles,  w  ho  felt 
authority  Hiding  from  under  him,  refolved  to  try  the  force  of  influence, 
and  buy  his  friendftiip  by  promotion.  The  Earl  of  Strafford  now  de- 
fended meafures  he  had  once  appeared  to  think  pernicious  ;  and  like 
the  tame  jackdaw,  with  cap  and  ftockings,  \vas  foon  purfued  by 
quondam  companions  as  a  dcfcrter ;  his  intimacy  with  Archbifliop 
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Laud,  however,  confirmed  him  in  his  court  principles,  and  he  defend- 
ed church  and  king  to  death.     Charles,  wKo  had  felt  an  unfilled  void 
in  his  heart  fmce  Buckingham  was  killed,  gave  to  thefe  two  great 
ftatefmen  all  his  confidence;  but  the  queen  who  difllked  rivals  in  her 
hufband's  affcftion ;   having  fuffered  fome  perfonal  infuks   from  the 
laft  named  nobleman,   and  who  wiflied  to  be  the  only  favourite  her- 
iclf,  when  republicanifm  rofe  upon  the  ruins  of  our  conftitution,  and 
rebellions  vengeful  talons  fcizd  on  Laud ;   was  obferved  to  exprefs  hcr- 
felf  lefs  angrily  than  flie  had  often   done  on  fimilar  occafions.     She 
urged  the  king  too  on  that  great  conceilion,  when  he  agreed  to  expel 
.  his  fpiritual  lords  from  parliament,  which  feemed  furprizing  to  tholb 
who  knew  how  highly  a  daughter  of  the  Bourbon  houfe  was  likely  to 
hold  up  ariftocratick  power.   Her  majefty  however,  true  to  the  church 
and  court  of  Rome^  ^^/^if^A  our  ecclefiaftical  arrangements  no  whit 
lefs  than  prcfbytcrians  or  even  independents  hated  them.    She  doubted 
not  but  that  the  divifion  among  proteftant  partizans  would  drive  all 
England  back  to  the  infallible  papacy  which  Ihe  prcferr'd  in   heart 
and  foul,  to  a  hufband  whom  fhe  had  from  her  infancy  been  taught 
to  confidcr  as  allied  and  predeftined  to  certain  damnation.     Placed 
among   fuch   fubjccfts,  fuch    bofbm    friends,    fuch    counfellors;    our 
fovereign  hurried  forward   his  temporal  undoing.  While  Strafford's 
impeachment  and  execution,  tho'  not  unwelcome  to  the  lady,   filled 
his  indignant  mind  with  fierce  refentment,  approaching  to  a  criminal 
defirc  of  revenge; — the    horrid   mafl!acre    of  proteftants  in   Ireland 
at  which  the  Englifli  were  taught  to  believe  that   he  connived,   the 
Scottifli  covenant,  and  fome  fketches  of  a  new  form  of  government 
moulded  on  that  in  Holland,  and  publickly  handed  about  London 
'  ftreets,  increafed  his  rage ;   and  irritated  it  to  a  temporary  phrenzy. 
He  fuddenly  acufed  five  members  moft  diftinguilhed  for  patriotifm  in 
their  Icnfe,  and  in  his,  fedition  ;  of  treafon  againft  the  ftate  :  and  drove 
himfclf  to  Weftminfter  to  feize,  and*drag  them  away  for  condem- 
nation.    They  efcaped,  and  made  fo  good  ufc  of  their  lives  thus  faved, 

that 
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that  they  filled  the  town  with  tumults  and  were  brought  back  to  their 

« 

feats  in  triumph  by  the  multitude,   whofe  noify  arrogance  now  drove 
the  king  from  his  metropolis,   and  prompted  him  to  fliip  away  his 
queen  and  daughter,  the  betrothed  Princefs  of  Orange*  fafe  for  Am- 
fterdam.     From  Dover  where  they  parted,   Charles  rode  in  hafte  to 
York  ;   receiving  at  that  place  the  laft  propofals  for  accommodation 
before  the  fword  was  d^awn.     They  were  conceived  according  to  the 
fpirit  of  the  new  times,  and  he  rejeded  them  according  to  the  fpirit 
of  the  o/d  ones.     Then,  without  any  well-founded  hope  of  fuccour 
from  abroad,  without  any  fettled  revenue  at  home,  without  money  and 
w  ithout  a  fleet,  he  fearlcfsly  fet  up  his  royal  ftandard  at  Nottingham.  . 
To  thofe  bright  colours  lb  long  dear  to  England,   loyalills  from  every 
quarter  flocked  in  apace,  nobles  and  gentlemen  of  ancient  families  rallied 
round  them   as  their  defence   from  democratick  tyrants,   whilft  the 
honeft  pcafants,  ever  defirous^to  fee  the  royal  caufe  triumphant  over 
all  its  enemies,  clung  round   their  monarch,   who  led  them  on  with 
chcarfiil  confidence,  nor  feemed  much  to  refleft  how  all  magazines  of 
ammunition,   all  ports  and  harbours,   all  excife  and  cufl:oms  were  in. 
the  parliament's  poflcflion ;  or  how  the  Earl  of  Eflex,   remembering 
tl)c  infults  otFer'd  to  his  father  in  the  laft  reign  by  Someriet,  willingly 
headed  their  army  againft  a  fon  of  James  the  firft.     His  lordftiip  loft 
the  fiiil  battle  however ;  and  might  have  fuffered  a  final  overt-hrow  had 
the  king  puflied  on  with  the  filling  tide  to  fortune.  But  Baby  Charles, 
as  his  fond  parent  always  called   him,   though  a  belles-lettres  man, 
never  made  a  deep  fcholar  like  his  father :   though  an  exemplary  and 
virtuous  individual,   could  not  perhaps  at  any  period  of  the  world 
have  been  confidered  as  a  great  fovereign ;   and  though  a  pertinacious 
and  valiant  foldier,  never  learned  to  be  a  flcilful  or  fuccefsful  general. 
He  wafted  after  every  vidory,   in  fruitlefs  negotiation  that  precious 
time  which  would  have  gained  another  battle  and  made  peace  pof- 


*  Mother  to  King  William  III. 

fiblc. 


•CH.  XI.]  GREAT  BRITAIN  ONLY,  TO  lOso.  23t) 

fible.  Apprized  of  his  difpofition,  the  foe  managed  with  adroitncfs, 
appearing  ftill  to  feek  the  accommodation  which  they  fcorned,  and 
while  he  thought  of  his  duty,  they  talked  about  their  confcicncc. 
The  refult  was  what  it  muft  be  in  fuch  a  contcft. 

This  world  is  made  for  the  bold  loipious  man, 
Who  flies  at  all,  and  catches  what  he  can ; 
Virtue  is  nice  to  take  what's  not  her  own, 
And  while  flie  long  debates,  the  glitt'ring  prize  is  gone. ,  Davi3£K. 

Upon  the  23d  of  October  1642  then,   our  reiroJpcSItvs  eye   fees  a 
new  civil  war  kindled  in  Britain,  which  had  enjoyed  no  very  long  re- 
pofe  fmce  York  and  Lancafter  drenched  it  with  Englilh  blood.     The 
quarrel  here  indeed  was  widely  different ;   a  queftion  tlieti,   not  very 
unufuaU  had  been  agitated;  as  who  Ihould  fit  upon  the  throne  of  their 
anceftors :   the  ftruggle  now  was  whether  any  throne  in  our   ifland 
Ihould  exift  at  all.     Princes  to  thwart  each  other,  had  for  fome  tinre 
been  calling  up  the  mercantile  order  to  deprefs  nobility.     Tr^de  had 
increafed  their  general  importance,   and  now  the   demagogues  drew 
on  the  commons  to  think  that  other  forms  of  government  exiftcd, 
where   they  might  rule  without  regard  to  anceftry ;   and  as  they  had 
already  learned  to  think  all  hierarchy  on  earth  an  empty  Ihow,   the 
paflage  was  fliort  and  the  tranfition  ealy,   from  no  biftiop  to  no  king, 
A  tenantry  long  dependent  on  the  higher  powers  were  however,   in 
■fmall  hade  to  learn  fuch  doftrines.     The  city  of  London  liftened   to 
them  willingly ;  and  in  the  city  of  London  now  were  feen  young  men 
of  high  birth,  whofe  parents  dazzled  by  the  fplendor  and  opulence  of 
the  capital  were  induced  to  bind  their  fons  apprentices  to  trade ; 
while  twenty  thoufand  bales  of  cloth  fent  annually  to  Turkey,   the 
reduction  of  intereft  to  fix  per  cent,  and  the  wonderful  increafe  of  the 
cuftoms,  faid  by  Lewis  Roberts  in  his  Treafnre  of  Trajpck  to  bring  in 
half  a  million  per  annum,  evince  our  growing  greatnels  to  have  been 
•    prodigious,  and  it  was  natural  for  thofe  who  gained  money  at  fuch  a 
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rate  to  dciire  its  fecurity,  and  wifh  Its  confequences — a  folidity  of 
power  and  firm  cftablifliment  of  property,   equal  to  that  enjoyed  by 
nobles.     Prefling  thefe  principles  too  far  however,   they  rufhed  into  a 
war  capable  of  deftroying  thofe  riches  they  meant  to  realize :   the 
bloody  conteft  defolated  our  land  without  deciding  any  fuperiority 
for  two  full  years.     The  greateft  men  on  both  fides  were  fallen  on 
the  field  ;   and  among  the  parliamentary  army  a  warm  fanaticifm  pre- 
vailed, little  underftood,  and  fcarcely  dreamed  on  by  thofe  who  firft 
withftood  what  they  unjuftly  called  the  encroachmmU  of  the  crown^ 
but  what  Retrojpediion^  with  more  candour,  fees  to  have  been  the  too 
rough  and  too  free,  and  very  imprudent  exercife  of  thofe  prerogatives 
by  Charles  the  firft,  which  were  once  eafily  enough  endured,  by  difFe- 
rently-conftruded  parliaments,   crouching  before  his  differently- con- 
ftrudcd  predeceffors.    He  had  himfelf  tacitly  acknowledged  that  they 
were  not  tenable  in  modern  times  ;    he  had  made  many  conceflions, 
and  recognized  many  privileges  on  the  part  of  the  commons,  with 
which  the  firft  and  original  movers  of  the  difpute  would  now  have 
been  contented ;  but  their  party  weakened  faft  by  frequent  deaths,  and 
by  ft  range  fub-divifions  into  new  fefts,   the  ftrongeft  among;  which, 
well  named  independents,  profeffed  thcmfelves  completely  fo  in  all  opi- 
nions concerning  church   and  ftate.     Of  this  number  was  the  re- 
nowned Oliver  Cromwell,  whofe  bravery  and  flcill  won  the  great  battle 
of  Marfton  Moor,  and  whofe  happy  art  of  difciplining  and  training 
troops  till  then  unufed  to  war,  was  exemplified  at  Nafeby  to  the  king's 
utter  ruin.     His  army  was  difperfed,  his  cabinet  and  letters  fcized, 
and  after  a  few  unfuccefsful  fkirmifhes,  retreat  was  needful,,  and  no 
place  afforded  one,  but  Oxford.     From  that  city,   the   true   feat  of 
loyalty  and  learning ;    Charles  difpatched  couriers  to  reque/l  accom- 
modation ;  but  no  terms  now,  however  advantageous,  would  be  lii^ 
tened  to  by  a  parliament,  whence  many  old  moderate   members  had 
receded,  many  had  fallen  in  battle  I  believe,   fomc  had  changed  fidesy 
difgufted  with  their  comrades ;  and  foipe  had  died  of  grief.     In  this 
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extremity  the  diftreflcd,  almoft  the  quondam  monarch  turned  hU 
<ycs  to  Scotland,  his  father's  native  country,  ever  beloved  by  both, 
and  in  1 046,  he  delivered  himfelf  up  uncoiidithnally  into  Lord  Levcn's 
hand,  then  general  of  the  Scotch  army  at  Newark.  Thefe,  glad  to 
ihare  in  that  wealth  they  had  long  regarded  with  envy  quicked  by 
appetite,  fold  him  diredly  to  his  Englifh  enemies  for  four  hundred 
thoufand  pounds,  infulting  him  during  the  fhort  ftay  made  amongft 
them  in  every  poflible  mode.  When  the  king  firft  was  told  of  the 
bafe  bargain — a  meflenger  font  by  the  parliament  to  fetch  him  there, 
found  him  at  chefs, — **  Go  on  with  your  game,  fir,"  in  an  unaltered  voice 
to  his  companion,  was  all  the  anfwer  which  he  made  ;  they  went  on, 
and  as  a  proof  that  Charles'^  fpirits  were  not  agitated,  after  an  hour's 
play  he  won.  This  was  of  a  piece  with  his  condud:,  when  being  in 
chapel  an  exprefs  came  and  iaid,  Buckingham  was  aiTaflinated — his 
Majefly  fate  the  forvice  out  in  calm  and  undifturbed  devotion  :  much 
had  befallen  him  fincc  then  to  novo ;  yet  was  his  heart  the  fame.  Hifto- 
Tians  never  fail  to  blame  the  Scotch  for  felling  thus  the  life  of  an  un- 
happy prince ;  but  they  fay  little  of  thofe  fbofFs  which  he  was  made  to 
fufFer  while  among  them ;  yet  furely  to  fm  with  temptation  mufl  be 
more  pardonable  than  'tis  to  fin  without  it ;  four  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  were  in  thofe  days  a  purchafe  for  any  crime,  but  to  tread  down 
already  fallen  fortunes,  and  prcfs  the  recent  wounds  of  royalty  to  tor- 
ture, only  for  the  plcafure  of  feeing  them  bleed  frcfh ;  is  a  diigrace 
upon  the  fpecies  fure,  a  flain  to  human  nature.  The  w  ar  however, 
hj  the  King's  defertion  of  his  adherents,  was  here  at  an  end,  he  was 
himfelf  conveyed  to  Holmby  Houfo,  Northamptonfhirc,  and  while  the 
conquering  army  bullied  the  once  victorious  and  arrogant  common- 
wealth, he  fecretly  hoped  to  be  called  in  as  umpire  among  his  hot 
contending  fubje<fts.  But  Croipnwell,  who  was  rifmg  to  the  height 
from  which  he  had  lent  his  hand  fo  fling  down  his  mailer,  fuffcicd 
nothing  (that  once  done)  to  impede  his  rapid  progrefs.  •'*  Returning  were 
as  tedious  as  go  o'er,"  Macbeth  fays ;  and  Oliver  had  only  his  king  and  Iiis 
Vol.  II.  H  h  confciencc 
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confeience  in  his  way ;  'twas  ncceflary  that  one  Ihoxild  be  appcas'd  and 
one  removed.  As  for  the  parliament  at  Weftminiler,  he  had  fpirit  and 
fenfe  enough  to  dcfpife  ihem^  in  oppofition  to  whofc  mcafures  he  fet  up  a: 
fort  of  miUtary  parliament,  under  his  own  immediate  influence  and  con^ 
trol.  To  teafe  the  houfe  of  commons,  thefc  petitioned  and  remonftrated; 
juft  as  the  commons  before  the  war  begun,  had  done  by  the  king,  and 
with  the  fame  fuccefs  ;  every  conceflion  producing  a  new  encroachment,- 
till  all  their  power  was  completely  gone  ;  to  teafe  Cromwell  again,  and 
(how  mankind  *^  how  even-handed  juftice  returns  th'  ingredients  of  each 
^ibn  d  chalice  to  our  own  lips,"  ftarted  up  a  new  fprout  from  his  own 
independent  tree  ;  a  new  iecft,  calling  themfelves  Levellers,  who  cried 
aloud,  that  all  mortal  men  were  equal,  that  all  fubordination  and 
government  was  of  human  inflitution  and  profane ;  that  no  one  ought 
to  obey  any  one  ;  and  that  all  property  fhould  be  ihared  in  equal  por- 
tions through  every  realm.  This  folly  grew  dangerous  and  might  have 
proved  fataU  had  not  bold  Oliver,  apprized  of  their  meeting,  fuddenly 
appeared  among  them,  and  commanded  them  to  difperfe.  A  fancy- 
wifwer  from  one  of  their  orators  provoked  the  general  to  level  him  with 
tiie  earth,  and  having  killed  half  a  dozen  jof  thefe  wife  men  of  Gothan^ 
and  hanged  half  a^  dozen  more,  the  reft  ran  avray ;  nor  could  they  be 
any  more  coUefted  for  purpofe.  of  enforcing  thofe  dodlrines  which  he 
himfelf  had  indeed  taught,  while  they  were  convenient  to  him ;  but 
without  ever  fuppofmg  them  fit  for  rational  creatures  to  ad  upon^  or 
praftife.  Another  flroke  of  unoppofed  feverity  accelerated  the  end  of 
England's  troubles.  Left  fome  connexion  fhould  by  chance  grow 
up  between  the  houfe  of  dupes  at  Weflminfler,  and  their  much  in- 
jured fovereign,  cornet  Joyce  with  three  hundred  men  was^difpatch'd 
to  bring  Zf/w  to  the  camp,  at  Cambridge,  where  the  commander  in 
chief  fet  fpies  about  his  perfon, .  and  by  perpetual  alarms  of  that  afTaf- 
fination  he  had  long  expeftcd,  frighted  the  gentlemen  attending  on  his 
bed-chamber,  till  they  prevailed  on  him  to  run  away,  and  feek  fotr 
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iholtcr  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  where  Carysfort  caftlc  was  his  prifon  till 
'twas  thought  fit  to  bring  him  back  to  London  :  where  incredible  of- 
fences had  been  committed,  and  various  diforders  fufFered  by  all  con- 
ditions of  men,  under  the  oftenfible  guidance  of  a  weak  parliamentt 
incapable  of  doing  civil  juftice  by  any,  and  apparently  unable  to  dif- 
band  an  army  raifed  by  themfelves ;  the/e  happily  for  all  mankind^ 
nawxlofed  around  the  city  gates  with  Cromwell  at  their  head.  His 
prefence  there  brought  peace,  iubmidion,  and  obedience.  He  fent 
their  filly  mayor  and  fheriffis  to  the  tower,  drove  eleven  members  into 
^xile  for  treafon  and  fcdition,  as  he  called  their  impotent  attempts  to 
refifl:  him ;   and  then  made  what  was  left  of  the  houfe,  return  him 

.  formal  thanks  for  his  faithful  conduct.  Poor  Charles  was  now  in- 
formed his  trial  was  coming  on ;  the  day  being  arrived,  feventy  pick'd 
men  from  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  wlio  had  been  named  to  fit  in 
judgment  on  him,  appeared  in  their  places,  Bradfliaw  the  prefident  at 
their  head,  our  long  imprifon'd  monarch  feated  at  their  bar ;  but 
lleadily  difclaiming  their  authority,  and  rejeding  their  jurifdiftion, 
made  no  anfwers :  left,  as  he  faid,  he  (hould  appear  to  fandlion  a  court 
which  never  had  exiftence  in  law,  and  which  they  had  no  right 
to  hold.  When  permitted  to  fpeak,  rejcAing  the  ftyle  of  refponfc,  he 
ufed  the  language  of  unfullied  royalty ;  protefted  himfelf  their  native  and 
Jiereditary  king,  faid  no  man  could  be  juftly  tried  but  by  his  peers,  and 
^fked  what  w^as  become  of  the  houfe  of  lords?  by  that  very  enquiry  ta- 
citly confidering  himfelf  as  an  old  Gothick  baron,  whofe  great  anceftors 
raifed  to  the  fovereignty  in  Scottilh  land,  centuries  before,  and  England 
/dropping  to  his  houfe  by  heirfhip,  he  was  in  his  own  fcnfe,  their  true  and 

'  rightful  xuler.  This  fcene  three  times  repeated,  he  as  often  refufed  to 
recognize  their  felf-crcated  court;  as  often  fpoke  to  them  by  appella- 
tion of  his  mifguidcd  fubjedb,  obtefting  heaven  that.he  never  wronged 
them,  but  fubmitting  to  the  fentence  he  had  merited  ^(?/// heaven 
/or  having,  in  compliance  with  their  wifhes,  as  he  faid,  confented 
to  a  virtuous  fervant's  death,  meaning  the  .Eajl  of  Strafford.     Such 

.H  h  .2  temperate, 
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temperate,  fuch  pious  fentimcnts,    fuch  truly  intrepid  and  dignified" 
behaviour  could  not,  and,  in  cffeft,  did  not  fail  to  make  a  temporary 
imprcflion.    But  Cromwell  plied  the  foldiery  with  fbngs,  and  pfalms,  fa- 
natical hymns  too,  all  in  praiic  of  liberty  and  freedom's  glorious  cauic; 
till  they  thought  what  they  were  doing  was  to  purchafe  paradife  ;^ 
while  he^  protefting  'twas  againft  his  will,  and  by  immediate  infpira- 
tion  that  he  a(fted  ;  they  willingly  threw  off  what  they  now  called  aloud 
the  beggarly  elements  of  juftice  and  humanity,  and  trufted  to  the  inter^ 
naJ  movements  of  their  hearts.      Thefcy  now  fuggefted  the  immediate 
execution  of  Charles  Stuart  (as  they  called  him)  and  on  the  30th  day 
of  January,  1 649,  he  was  led  forth  to  the  fcaffold  amidft  infulting  fbl- 
diers,  whofe  fpitting  in  his  face,  but  called  up  in  his  memory  the  de- 
vout recolledion  how  his  Saviour  had  been  fo  treated  by  the  Jews. 
His   laft   words  were   an  earneft  exhortation   to   tho/e  who    ftood 
around,  that  they  fliould  inftantly  return  to  their  obedience,  and  ex- 
piate their  crimes  by  fidelity  to  his  fon  and  lawful  fucceffor.      One 
ftioke  given  by  a  malked executioner,  difmiffed  his  foul  to  happinefs, 
atid  wondering  Europe  faw  in  the  next  year  the  commonwealth  of 
England,  a  great  nation,  which  did  indeed  at  that  time  exhibit  a  mar- 
vellous congeries  to  all  calm  fpeftators ;  to  RetroJpeSltons  eye  a  mingled 
mafs,  confifting  of  royalifts  juftly  enraged  'gainft  their  ignoble  plun* 
derers :   republicans  oddly  over-reached  by  men  they  meant  for  tools 
alone,  a  deiftical  minority  ftriving  for  rule,  though  contrary  to  confont 
of  all  the  reft,  and  a  grave  let  of  empty-headed  fanaticks,  wholly  un- 
fkilled  in  ftate  affairs,  which  they  confidered  as  profane^  if  not  fuper^ 
jiuouSy  and  who,  when  treating  with  the  Dutch,  betrayed  a  weaknefs 
which  bent  beneath  that  political  burden  they  would  not  fufFer  their 
king  to  bear  for  them.     His  grey  and  dtfcrownd  head  at  length  laid 
low,  our  ecclefiaftical  feeraed  more  perplexed  than  even  our  civil  ad- 
minlftration.     The  clergy  beggar'd,  bore  with  amazing  patience  their 
hard  hap,  while  their  oppreffors,  ipllt  into  a  thoufand  feds  and  parties, 

formed  dubs  of  feparatifts  almoft  ad  infoittum,  every  little  piece  cut 

off. 
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off,  either  iiniting  to  fome  other  little  piece  like  the  polj*  us,  or  like 
the  fame  polypus  forming  apart  a  fcparatc  creature,  endued  with  life; 
and  crawling  among  the  reft. 

Take  Dun  with  his  club,  take  Smcc  and  his  tub, 

Or  any  fed  old  or  young  5 
The  devirs  in  the  pack  if  choice  you  can  lack,^ 

We  are  four/core  religions  ftrong ; 

fays  a  high  church  ballad  of  the  times  ;  to  underftand  which  we  muft 
recoUedl  that  the  Smectymnians  were  profeffed  followers  of  5'tephen 
Afarfhall,  JSdmund  Calamy,  Thomas  Young,  Mathew  JVewcomen,  and 
??^ham  i^purflow,  five  famous  diflcnters,  who,  in  the  cabaliftick  man- 
ner,  formed  of  each  name's  initial  the  imaginary  y^oxA  f me &ymnuiis, 
and  their  difciples  lafted  a  good  while.    Calamy's  wTitings  are  even  yet 
thought  well  of;  and  his  morals  were  irreproachable,  if  we  forgive  hinv 
iaying  that  X}^cfefthval  called  Chriftmas  was  buried  in  a  faji^  and  he 
hoped  it  would  rife  no  more.     But  it  was  a  time  when  fome  changed 
their  opinions  every  day ;  fbme  difTembled  them,  and  fome  temporized 
without  fhame  backwards  and  forwards,  as  intereft  prompted,  or'  ca- 
price hit  off.     Seldin  fays  there  was  at  one  moment  a  hot  debate,  w^he- 
ther  Ufher  might  fit  in  an  aflcmbly  of  divines.     "  Marry  (quoth  he) 
**  'twere  better  to  have  propounded  another  queftion,  and  fate  down 
to  think  whether-his  majefty's  architedl,  Inigo  J.oncs,  were  worthy  to 
fit  in  a  company  of  moufe-trap  makers."     Yet  all  thefe  people  fan- 
cied, or  faid  they  fancied  themfelves  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghoft ;  nor . 
recolledled  that  the  apoftles,  after  the  coming  of  that  comforter,  laid 
the  fame  things  in  different  languages.   Thefe,  in  their  mother  tongue 
alone,  taught  different  opinions.     Meanwhile  poor  Martin  Luther's 
works  had  been  burned  long  before,  and  that  by  parliamentary  autho- 
rity, becaufe  he  had  faid  in  them  that  next  to  theology,  a  virtuous  con- 
ducS,  and  good  claflTick  knowledge,  he  loved  the  raufick  of  the  church  x 
feeing  that  by  fweet  founds  anger  is  forgotten,  devotion  kindleth,  and 
the  devil  flecth  away.     But  captaiaHenry  Bell>  hearing  how  the  col- 

loquia 
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loquia  merifalia,  or  table  talk,  a  fort  of  Ltitheriana  had  been  confumcd, 
called  to  mind  how  he  poflefled  a  fmall  edition  of  it,  and  thinking  much 
upon  the  fubjed,  dreamed,  how  an  old  man  {landing  near  his  bcdfidc, 
lugged  him  by  the  ear,  crying,  ''  Sirrah,  go  now  and  tranflate  that  little 
"  book  you  brought  from  Germany,  Til  find  you  place  and  leifure  to 
**  perform  it  in."  And  fo  fure  enough  he  did,  fays  Bell,  *^  for  I  was 
*^  committed  prifoncr  to  the  gatehoufe,  and  worked  upon  it  there — my 
'^  fole  amufcment,  for  five  years  at  Icaft ;  Archbifliop  Laud  fending  me 
^'  before  his  death  forty  pounds  in  gold."  Such  was  the  prelate  con* 
dcmncd  to  fufFer  decapitation  under  pretence  that  he  favoured  popery* 
But  Luther  was  no  more  eft«emed  than  was  Urban  the  eighth,  by  thcfe 
extraordinary  perfons,  among  w^hom  a  clafs  of  people  in  procefs 
of  time  fprung  up,  who  firmly  expedled  our  bleflcd  Saviour's  inllant 
appearance  on  earth,  Antinomians,  fifth  monarchy  men,  who  pro- 
claiming themfelves  incapable  of  error,  calmly  propofed  to  fupprefs  all 
clergy,  all  fchools,  and  all  courts  of  judicature — ^and  thus  did  they  be- 
have, who  had  fo  juftly  protefted,  fo  loudly  exclaimed  againft  papal  in- 
fallibility. When  their  enthufiaftick  phreiizy  came  to  its  height  indeed, 
and  they  ran  through  the  affrighted  ftrccts,  faying  that  Jefus  was  their 
leader,  and  knocking  down  all  they  met :  force  was  applied,  and  after 
fome  lives  loft,  a  temporary  quiet  from  thcfe  turbulent  faints  was  ob- 
tained. The  year  1653,  however,  faw  Cromwell  at  length  peacefully 
ieated  upon  his  fclf-created  eminence :  the  only  man  in  all  the  world, 
perhaps,  who  could  have  ruled  fuch  mortals  in  fuch  times.  His  high, 
his  fmgularly-conftruded  fpirit,  pervaded  the  whole  heterogeneous 
mais  he  had  to  manage  ;  levigated,  reftraincd,  and  gave  formation  to  its 
fighting  elements.  Stern  in  his  counfels,  confufed  in  his  harangues, 
he  awed  the  feeble  and  perplexed  the  ignorant.  A  ruggednefs  of  man- 
ners too,  ferved  happily  the  ufeful  purpofe  of  keeping  diftant  all  ideas 
of  royalty,  while  his  affedcdly  uninviting  countenance,  kept  even  his 
£rmeft  friends  from  clofe  approach,  or  undue  familiarity.  Skilled  in 
the  canting  language  of  the  day,  he  executed  the  moft  daring  projeds 

with 
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•with  the  moft  fteady  hand,  w  hile  his  tongue  talked  of  ^^  waiting  upon 
''  Providence,"  "  wreftling  with  the  Lord,"  and  fuch  ftrangc  phrafes, 
not  the7i  by  anj^  feft  I  fuppofe  confidcrcd  as  now  by  all,  egregioufly  ab- 
furd^  but  coming  juft  fo  near  to  uninteHigibihty,  that  they  carried  as  it 
appears,  to  his  auditors'  minds,  the  cuftomary  efFefts  of  obfcure  verbofe- 
nefs  uttered  with  gravity  and  fervor;  a  llcady  veneration,  a  fburce  of 
the  fubUme.  As  for  the  wretched  remnant  of  a  parliament,  when 
they  began  to  prate  oi  their  pretended  powxr  from  on  high,  he  troubled 
not  himfelf  even  to  pretend  regard ;  but  flarting  up  one  morning  from 
the  council  board,,  fuddenly  exclaimed  that  he  felt  himfelf  compelled 
to  do  an  aft  which. made  his  very  hair  fland  up  an  end.  Then  hafting 
to  the  houfe  of  commons,  three  hundred  chofen  foldiers  following  his 
fteps,  ^'  and  how  longfit^r  here?"  he  cried  aloud;  **  Begone,  for  fhame ! 
**  give  pl^cc  to  honefter  men :  you  arc  no  longer  a  parliament — the 
*'  Lord  has  done  with  you ;  /tell  you,  you  are  no  longer  a  parliament." 
Sir  Harry  Vane  alone  tried  at  a  reply,  but  the  general's  jeering  voice, 
drowned  his  in  exclamations  of  *'  Sir  Harry  Vane !  Sir  Harry  Vane  ! 
**  the  Lord  deliver  me  from  Sir  Harry  Vane !"  Then  looking  con-i 
tenjptuoufly  at  their  mace,  '*  Take  me  away  that  fool's  bauble,"  faid  he, 
while  Harrifon,  by  his  command,  dragged  the  fpeaker  from  his  chair. 
Such  was  the  condudi  and  behaviour  of  the  man  who  firfl  buckled  on 
armour  becaufe  king  Charles  had  violated  the  prhuUeges  of  parliament, 
hy  endeavouring  to  feize  five  fcditious .  members  on  their  feats*  And 
from  the  terrors  of  his  eye,  which  filenced  even  thofe  follies  he  had 
fbftercd,  and  controlled  thofe  abilities  which  other  men  had  feared ; 
our  RetroJpeSiion  haflily  turns  away,  and  feeks  a  fofter  fcenc. 
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CHAP.    XII. 
FRANCE,  SPAIN,  SWEDEN,  ITALY,  FROM  1 650,  TO  1700. 

NOT  only  a  new  chapter  of  our  book  begins  here,  but  if  we  believe 
Voltaire,  a  new  age  too,  a  new  aera  is  commenced.  He  divides 
the  world's  duration  like  a  man  of  genius,  as  he  undoubtedly 
was,  by  the  men  of  genius  who  have  lived  in  it.  The  firft  worth  his 
notice  as  a  wit,  was  the  age  of  Pericles  Demofthenes,  Phidias  and 
Praxiteles;  with  an  immenfc,  &c.  containing  names  never  to  be  effaced 
by  the  brulhing  of  time's  wing,  never  to  be  overlaid  and  fmothered  by 
newer  claimants  on  our  attention.  The  fecond  was  the  age  of  Horace, 
Virgil,  Ovid,  whofe  praifes,.cut  in  the  rock  of  ever-during  fame,  are 
^u/hed  out,  not  lunk  in  by  lapfe  of  days,  but  ftand  forward  like  cameos 
perpetuating  the  excellence  they  record, — **  Et  quantum  trunci,  tantum 
*■*  mea  nomina  creJcuntT  fays  -/Enone.*  The  third  period  graced  by 
Raphael,  Titian,  Taffo,  Ariofto,  may  be  called,  ilfecoJo  di  Lorenzo  di 
Media,  on  the  fame  principle ;  and  the  fourth,  beginning  in  I650,  will 
for  ever  remain  acknowledged  now  as  le  Jfecle  de  Louis  qnatorze, 
who,  when  he  received  into  his  youthful  hand  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment, was  heard  to  remark  he  had  no  foes  to  fight  with,  and  'twas 
true :  for  at  that  moment  newly  born,  and  rocked  in  a  cradle  at  an 
Englifti  gentleman's  country  feat,  flept  the  moft  dangerous  of  his  fu- 
ture opponents,  John  duke  of  Marlborough.     P re/en t  enemies  had  he 

*  Tournefort  and  Savary  both  bear  witnefs  to  this  odd  phaenomenon,  and  tell  us 
that  the  names  of  their  predeccflbrs  in  adventure,  cut  in  the  fides  of  that  flrauge  wall 
which  lines  the  mazes  of  the  Cretan  labyrinth,  have  been  by  time  pufhed  into  alto 
relievo:  nature's  elaborate  driigcncc  operating  like  the  hand  of  a  woikman  enchaf- 
ing  (liver  plate.  They  found  no  names  older  thanllie  thirteenth  century,  I  think,  and 
the  oldeft  flood  moft  prominent. 

none. 
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none,  unlefs  we  may  confidcr  as  fuch  the  half- warm  embers  of  a  half- 
extlnguiflied  ariftocracy,  which,  during  a  female  regency  recovered  fpi- 
rits,  but  riot  {Irength.  A  fruitlcfs  attempt  of  the  princes  to  drive  from 
their  fovereign's  prefence  his  favourite  Mazartn,  proved  only  that  hh 
hold  upon  the  royal  heart  was  a  fure  one.  His  niece,  Olympia,  kept 
it  with  true  family  care  fafe  for  her  uncle,  and  when  flic  found  it  flip- 
ping from  her  grafp,  transferred  it  quickly  to  her  filler's  hands,  who 
with  lefs  beauty  pofl!cfled  more  attradions.  Olympia  then  married 
the-Comte  de  Soiifons,  and  was  by  him  parent  of  prince  Eugene.  While 
the  fliarp  thorns  doom'd  on  a  diftant  day  to  pierce  the  fides  of  Lewis 
the  fourteenth,  thus  were  planting;  his  youthful  unfufpeAing  foul  faw 
not  even  thofe  nearer  fnares  laid  for  him  by  Italian  fubtlety.  Maria 
Mancini  had  hope  of  feducing  him  to  fecret  nuptials.  To  feel  the 
mother's  pulfe  towards  fuch  connexions,  the  cunning  cardinal  required 
admittance  to  her  majefl:y's  bedfide  early  one  fummer  morning.  "  Oh 
*'  Madame  !  exclaimed  he  in  well-imitated  agony,  whatjhall  I  do  ? 
'*  Louis  quatorze  will,  I  fear,  marry  Maria — What Ptall  I  do  ?''  '^  I 
**  know  not,"  replied  Anne  of  Auftria,  ^^  what  it  is  your  eminence  will 
*^  think  proper  to  do  ;  but  if  the  king  were  capable  of  fuch  a  meanncis, 
*^  I  would  fet  myfelf  and  my  fecond  fon  againft  him  and  againftj'ow, 
**  and  keep  him  in  confinement  for  life.'*  This  flory  militates  againft 
the  prefent  notion  of  the  man  in  an  iron  majk,  between  twin  to  the 
healthier  foveVeign.  Atine  of  Auftria  would  have  brought  him  forward 
in  fuch  a  cafe  rather  than  Moniieur  ;  and  who  knowathat  flie  did  not 
mean  it,  leaving  the  vfoxAfetond  unexplained  ? 

'Tis  eafy  to  believe  that  Mazarin  never  forgave  this  openly-avowed 
determination  regiftered  in  Motteville's  memoires  :  he  loved  his  nieces, 
and  fettled  them  magnificently  in  the  world,  but  preferred  the  con- 
ftable,  prince  Colonna  of  Rome,  for  this  laft- mentioned  lady,  to  our 
Cliarles  II.  who  fougnt  her  hand  after  flic  had  miflcd  that  of  her  own 
mafl:er,  but  was  rejcded  with  fcorn  by  a  miniitcr,  who  humbly 
crouching  before  England's  protecflor  (Cromw  ell)  dared  not  even  to  ad- 
vance the  daughter  of  Henri  quatre  any  thing  but  a  moderate  peniion. 

Vol.  II.  I  i  and 
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and  that,  fo  ill  paid,  that  when  Cardinal  dc  Rctz  called  one  day  to  viiit 
them,  the  princefs  Henrietta,  afterwards  duchcflc  d'Orleans,  was  lying 
a-bed,  becaufe,  as  her  mother  told  him,  Ihe  was  not  well,  and  they 
could  not  afford  fire  to  warm  her.  Mazarin  however  lived  not  long, 
he  was  content  to  die,  he  feid,  when  he  had  put  into  his  matter's  arms^ 
a  queen  worthy  France,  the  pretty  Spanifli  Infanta,  whofc  brother 
born  fickly,  and  as  the  phrafe  is,  kept  alive  by  art,  gave  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon  rational  hopes  of  annexing  Spain  with  all  her  ill-acquired 
wealth  to  their  pofleflions;  but  this  hope  the  king  formally  renounced, 
(one  fees  not  why)  at  his  marriage ;  and  Voltaire  fays,  that  the  Queen's^ 
fortune  was  fo  fmall,  it  colt  more  than  'twas  worth  to  fetch  it  from 
the  frontiers.  Philip  the  fourth  had  indeed  fuffered  fufficient  mor- 
tifications ;  the  times  were  changed  in  that  country  fince  his  imme- 
diate grand-father,  in  piety  and  pride  built  the  Efcurial,  the  work  of 
twenty-four  years,  the  expence  eight  millions  fterling,  with  filver 
lamps  three  yards  in  circumference,  and  candleflicks  of  the  fame  metat 
fix  feet  high  :  all  this  in  honour  of  St.  Laurence,  whofc  fine  monaftery 
he  had  at  St.  Quiatin,  been  obliged  to  batter  down,  making  a  vow  of 
ccmpcnfation  accompanied  with  oaths,  that  no  time  fhould  ever  fee 
that  faint  fo  venerated  as  by  him  ;  and  'tis  therefore  that  the  whole  toge- 
ther, palace  and  convent,  form  with  their  courts  the  figure  of  a  grldirofty 
emblem  of  the  old  martyr's  virtue  and  inftrument  of  kis  death :  an 
emblem  and  inflrument  profaned  and  vilified  by  Cortez,  thirteen  cen- 
turies after,  when  Guatimozin,  the  emperor  of  Mexico,  was  flretcbed 
on  it,  in  order  by  tortures  to  force  from  him  thofe  treafures  he  had  cafl 
into  the  lake  for  fecurity :  but  punifhment  was  coming  on  apace^ 
Portugal  and  Holland,  now  independent  powers,  enjoyed  the  humili- 
ation of  a  country  once  fo  proud  and  arrogant ;  but  of  late  con- 
flrained  by  articles  in  the  treaty  of  Weflphalia,  to  accept  thankfully 
the  friendfhip  of  thofc  they  deemed  for  many  years  unworthy  pardon. 
France  had  not,  however,  ten  fhlps  that  could  carry  fifty  guns  in  1 05 3, 
and  while  Cromwell's  viAorious  fleets  covered  the  ocean,  old  Mazarin, 
wrapt  up  in  that  perpetual  nepoiifm  apparently  inherent  in  ecclefiaflicks 
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of  the  Roman  ftate,  fought  only  how  to  make  the  king  forget  all  for- 
mer fancies,   while  he  enriched  his  nephew?  and  his  nieces,   leaving 
them  trcafu^-es  which  amazed  mankind.     Hortenfia,   married  to  the 
Comte  de  Mcilleraye,  and  hating  her  hufband,  was  made  duchcfs  of 
Mazarin  in  her  own  right,  and  lived  for  many  years  in  England  after 
the  Reftoration,   The  Due  de  Cfequi,  her  brother,  had  been  employed 
to  pay  fervile  court  to  Oliver  during  the  proteftorate,  but  was  defpifed 
and  threatened,  and  there  is  yet,  as  I  believe,  a  letter  fomcwhcre  pre- 
icrved  from  Cromwell  beginning,  "  Tliou  traitor  Mazarin  /"   and  de- 
manding the  keys  of  Dunkirk,  if  I'm  right.     To  this  peculator  pf  the 
publick  money  fucceeded  a  greater  miniftcf,  a  wifer  man,  Colbert ;  than 
whom  no  ftafefman  ever  more  contributed  to  aggrandize  his  country. 
He  eftabliftied  manu&dures  and  promoted  commerce  :  his  care  of  their 
marine  is  ftill  vifible  in  its  effcAs.    He  ferved  the  nation,  and  fo  loved  his 
prince,  that  when  abufcd,  and  pamphleted,and  libelled,  one  faid  "  There 
is  a  bitter  fonnct  againft  you  publilhed  this  morning" — ^^  Is  the  king's 
honour  offended  by  their  verfes  ?"  was  his  immediate  queftion — '*  No, 
not  at  all."   Then  am  not  I  offended,'*  wias  the  reply.     This  extra-  » 
ordinary  man  was  an  elh)e  of  Mazarin,  who  fent  him  not  nineteen  years 
old  ambaffador  to  Denmark,  and  in  a  few  years  more  to  Portugal.     He 
had  likewife  A/Vfliarc  in  that  famous  treaty  of  Weftphalia,  by  which  a 
new  electorate  was  in  a  manner  created  for  the  old  boufe  of  Bavaria,  and 
which  fecured  the  pofleffion  of  Alface  to  Louis  quatorze.  It  reftrained, 
indeed,  the  emperor  Ferdinand  III.  fo  narrowly,  that  the  French  tak- 
ing advantage  of  thofe  violent  ftiocks  which  great  Guftavus  gave  before 
to  Germany,  held  in  a  manner  the  reins  of  the  07u:e  Roman  and  onoc 
German  empire — fo  that  while  Sweden  thought  the  Lutheran  powers 
were  ftrengthened  by  her  condudl,  France  was  the  greateft  gainer  in 
all  Europe,  and  the  plains  of  Lutzen  had  been  ftaincd  with  the  brighteft 
Proteftant  blood,  only  to  forward  the  intriguing  arts  of  an  Italian  car- 
dinal, and  pufh  the  youthful  monarch  whom  he  ferved,  to  the  vain 
height  of  uiiiverfal  power.     'Twas  long  before  he  faw  his  twentieth 
fummer,  that  the  gay  prince  had  triumphed  over  his  tranfient  paffion 
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for  fair  Mancinrs  charms.  He  triumphed  too  over  his  own  fobjccfts, 
who  as  it  fccms,  in  wretched  imitation  of  the  example  fct  them  by 
Great  Britain,  began  queftioning  the  authority  of  his  majefty's  edi<^  ; 
Louis  hearing  that  fuch  doubts  were  agitated,  drove  fuddenly  from 
Vincennes  in  his  riding-drefs,  boots  and  whip,  and  entering  their 
affembly  room,  "  Gentlemen,  (faid  he)  nothing  but  ill  can  come  of 
*'  thefe  debates;  what  brings  me  hither  is  to  put  an  end  to  them: 
*'  remember,  prefident,  you  meet  no  more." 

Sojpoke  the  /over etgriy  and  his  grave  rebuke yfevcre  in  youthful  beauty ^ 
added  grace  invincible.  Abaihed  they  flood,  and  fought  to  drown  their 
fenfe  of  fhame  and  forrow  in  loud  acclamations  of  Vive  U  Roi.  Such 
a  prince  merited  good  minifters,  and  had  them ;  but  now  grown  older 
than  when  the  Eminenza  Mazarin  pillaged  the  ftate,  Colbert  was  not 
permitted  under  this  reign  to  pufh  his  peculations  on  too  far.  Lewis 
afcertained  the  true  bounds  of  his  fervants'  power  to  fixed  departments 
which  they  could  not  pafs ;  and  if  their  mode  of  living  ran  beyond 
what  he  efteemed  good  for  his  own  magnificence,  not  theirs,  they 
found  themfclvcs  reftrained.  Whilfl  then  he  feemed  attentive  only  to 
fbng,  and  dance,  and  fhow,  and  thofe  caroufals  by  which  he  gained  at 
length  the  long-refifting  virtue  of  La  Valiere,  his  heart  was  fct  on 
univcrfal  dominion  ;  in  order  to  obtain  which,  he  made  fure  to  poflcfs 
thofe  of  his  admiring  countrymen,  who  having  enquired  to  whom  they 
muft  apply  in  order  to  receive  juftice  during  the  new  reign — u  moi  was 
the  truly  regal  anfwcr  of  a  monarch  fcarce  then  twenty-one  years  old. 
This  ftcp  once  taken,  for  he  kept  his  word,  Louis,  certain  of  fupport 
at  home,  looked  out  for  a  quarrel  abroad  :  this  was  foon  found  in  a 
difputc  between  his  ambaflador  and  that  of  his  father-in-law,  Philip, 
who  quarrelled  for  precedence  in  the  ftreets  of  London,  and  produced 
a  miferable  humiliation  of  the  haughty  Spaniards,  who  were  obliged 
to  pacify  their  new  relation  by  fending  the  Count  de  Fuentes  to  proteft 
at  Fontaine  belles  Eaux,  then  firft  known  by  the  now  common  appel- 
lation Fontainbleau :  how  no  future  oppofition  fhould  be  made,  but 
that  whoever  the  French  king  fent  to  any  court  Ihould  go  firft  upon 
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every  publick  occafion.  This  was  in  1O62.  It  remained  next  to 
mortify  the  Pope,  for  Germany  fought  only  quiet,  not  contention ; 
and  Sweden,  once  a  formidable  foe,  like  an  afpiring  pine-tree,  native 
of  northern  climes,  whofe  leader  has  been  loft  by  accident,  or  broken 
by  rough  blafts  of  wind,  ftopt  where  he  left  it ;  throwing  out  lidc 
flioots  of  curiofity  and  elegance,  but  towering  no  more  to  heaven,  a 
canopy  no  more  to  gafping  earth.  Fatherlefs  and  forfaken,  that  poor 
country  had  been  configned  by  great  Guftavus'  teftament  to  his  young 
daughter,  five  years  old,  Chriftina.  Young  as  flic  was,  he  had  her  . 
bred  to  arms,  whilft  like  Camilla  in  Virgil's  iEneid, 

Jaculo  pal  mas  oneravit  acuto 

Spiculaque  ex  humero  parvas  fufpendit  et  arcum. 

That  ihe  afterwards  thought  fit  to  change  her  quiver  for  a  fatchel  was 
no  fault  of  Oxenftiern  ;  he  with  all  honourable  care  preferved  for  his 
dear  friend  and  matter's  only  child,  the  realm  he  had  in  twenty  years 
the  mortification  of  feeing  her  renounce,  for  an  imaginary  diftrid:  on 
Mount  ParnafTus  *,  fo  imaginary,  that  RetroJpe£iion  cannot  now  find 
her  name  among  the  people  of  learning  and  genius  noted  in  Blair  s 
Chronology.  Indifferent  to  religious  opinions,  however;  averfe  to 
marriage,  and  oddly  feized  by  artificial  paflions ;  the  love  of  wit,  and 
poetry,  and  painting :  ihe,  after  mature  deliberation,  ripened  by  flattery 
from  people  Ihe  efteemed,  refolved  to  quit  the  Proteftant  caufc,  fo  dear 
to  her  great  father ;  and  after  journeying  from  court  to  court,  finilh 
her  courfe  at  Rome ! — thus  rooting  up  Gufta\ais's  grand  proje<5l  of 
cluttering  round  his  lovely  daughter's  character  each  contrariety  of  ex- 

♦  What  an  affliflion  this  niuft  have  been  to  Oxenftiern  one  may  guefs  by  the  ac^ 
count  which  Sir  William  Temple  gives  of  their  converfation  once  at  Nimeguen,  when 
he  delighted  to  amufe  his  brother  envoys  with  defcription  of  the  place  in  Sweden, 
even  then  called  Odin's  hall,  where  to  obtain  reception  in  gothick  days,  the  gallant 
Scandinavians,  as  he  called  them,  ufed,  if  they  failed  to  die  as  they  wifliedin  battle, 
to  dafh  themfelves  from  fteep  and  ragged  rocks,  fearing  to  lofe,  by  an  effeminate  exit, 
Ibeir  ticket  of  admiffion  to  the  table  of  their  great  anceftor. 
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cellencc,  arid  each  prctcnfion  to  power.  *Twas  nearly  at  the  time 
when  Cromwell  fixed  himfclf  firm  in  the  feat  h«  had  fo  long  afpircd 
to,  that  ihc  defertcd  a  poft  no  w^ay  difficult  to  hold  :  'twas  nearly  at 
the  time  when  Lewis  the  fourteenth  poifed  with  a  willing  hand  his 
golden  fccptre,  that  fhe  refolved  to  exchange  the  cares  attendant  upon 
ftate  affairs,  and  the  brave  youth  who  wiftied  to  fhare  them  with  her, 
for  a  perpetual  enjoyment  of  the  fine  arts ;  and  forbearing  all  attempts 
to  bring  them  into  her  own  4ominions,  fled  fuddcnly  from  what  flie 
deemed  a  femi-barbarous  region,  to  tafle  in  fbfter  climes  the  pleafurc 
fhc  preferred  to  every  otlicr,  that  of  being  celebrated  by  criticks  and 
connoifTeurs  till  fhc  herfelf  became  one.  Thus  did  the  literary  educa- 
tion Chriflina  had  received,  rob  her  unlucky  country  of  thofe  talents 
which  fhc  fuppofed  herfelf  to  pofTefs  :  and  that  fhe  eflablifticd  her 
worthy  coufin  on  the  throne,  was  all  the  amends,  I  think,  flic  ever 
made  to  her  abandoned  country.  The  letters  preferved  from  her  to 
her  contemporary  wits,  however,  are  very  good  ones ;  her  hon  mots 
are  almofl  all  very  happy  ;  and  fhe  had  not  the  mortification  of 
dying  at  lafl  neither  queen  nor  wit :  fhe  was  certainly  a  belle  ejprtt  of 
the  fecond  rank ;  and  her  reply  to  an  Englifh  traveller  late  in  the 
feventeenth  century,  was  prettily  hit  off,  when  he  expreffed  his 
carncflnefs  to  fee  the  renowned  Chriflina — "  Ay,  Sir,"  faid  fhc,  '*  I 
*'  have  been  long  one  of  the  curtofittes  of  Rome,  and  I  am  now  become 
"  one  of  its  antiquities J*^  She  lived  through  five  papacies,  and  appa- 
rently defpifed  the  church  which  fhe  had  chofen.  Our  Bifhop  Burnet 
praifcs  the  paltry  fpeech  fhe  made  to  him  about  them  more  than  it 
deferves,  I  think  ;  but  any  praife  was  welcome  to  Chriflina,  whether 
from  Proteftant  or  Papifl ;  and  any  ccnfurc  was  welcome  to  Burnet,  if 
it  contained  a  fling  againfl  old  Rome.  '*  The  church  here  (faid  fhc 
*^  laughing)  muft  ncccfTarily  be  under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
**  for  none  of  the  four  popes  who  governed  it  fince  my  time  have  had 
*/  common  fenfe,  that's  certain.*'  This  was  haftily  as  profanely  faid ; 
becaufe  though  much  of  learning,  wit,  and  virtue  died  with  Urban 
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VIII.,  and  though  his  fucceflbr  difgraced  the  fee  by  filly  compliances 
with  the  will  of  Donna  Olympia  Maldachini,  Alexander  VII.  led  a 
decent  life,  and  would  have  called  that  laft-namcd  lady  to  account, 
had  Ihe  not  efcaped  punifliment  by  dying  of  the  plague,  and  leaving 
her  ill-got  wealth  to  the  l^amphili  family.  When  Fabio  Chigi,  how- 
cyer,  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  the  cardinals  congratulated  him  on 
his  exaltation,  Chriftina  could  not  have  made  a  happier  quotation, 
than  he  did. 

Diem,  quam  femper  acerbum. 

Semper  honoratum,  (fie  yos  voluiflis)  habebo, 

faid  he,  from  Virgil ;  and  *tis  well  known  he  left  no  arts  unpraAifed 
to  make  the  world  believe  the  Queen  of  Sweden's  converfion,  as  he 
called  it,  was  true  caufe  of  her  abdication.     In  that  was  good  common 
fenfe  at  leaft :   likewife  in  his  proteAion  of  thofe  Jefuits  who  battled 
for  his  infallibility,  contradiiSing  the  Janfenift  tenets  which  militated, 
againft  it.  He  might  perhaps  too,  had  not  he  been  wholly  governed  by  his 
nephew,  whofe  miftrefs  managed  the  ftate  as  completely,  though  not 
as  openly,  as  Donna  Olympia  had  done :  he  might  have  fettled  matters 
lefs  diigracefuUy  with  Louis  quatorze,  after  knowing  the  French  natioa 
{o  well,  and  living  {o  long  in  it :  he  might  have  found  out  that  though 
a  rebel  to  the  courts  that  young  king  was,  in  his  heart,  a  bigot  to  the 
church  of  Rome  ;   he  faw  him  eafily  enough  perfuaded  to  crufli  the 
Janfenifts,  and  maflacre  the  Huguenots ;   faw  that  he  abhorred  a  Pro- 
teftant  of  any  denomination,  and  felt  the  edidl  of  Nantes  as  a  fetter 
round  his  feet.     Yet  when  the  Due  de  Crequi,  his  ambaflador,  fancied 
himfelf  offended  by  the  Pope's  guards  at  Rome,  the  fatisfaftion  he  re- 
quired from  Alexander,  as  a  fovereign,  was,  in  every  fenfe,  humiliating 
and  ofFenfive;  non  would  his  old  acquaintance  Chigi  have  complied, 
had  he  feen  how  to  avoid  fuch  cruel  mortification :  but  whilfl  he  at 
leafl  delayed  to  ere<ft  the  pillar  fet  up  to  commemorate  their  own  con- 
fcflion  of  a  dubious  fault,  Lewis  the  fourteenth  feized  upon  Avignon, 
and  laughed  at  the  appeal  to  Chriftian  potentates,  while  the  empire, 
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roughly  fhakcn  by  Guftavus,  was  in  fbme  danger  from  Mahometan 
incurfions ;  and  Portugal,  wifely  employed  in  fecuring  her  own  inde- 
pendence, courted  the  kindnefs  of  England,  regardlefs  of  the  reft.  Rome 
indeed  faw  a  newfucceflbr  the  fooner  for  this  vexation  to  Alexander  VH. ; 
and  Clement  the  ninth,  who  took  up  the  fading  purple,  deferved 
to  have  worn  it  when  yet  bright  and  glowing.  His  penetrating  eye  faw 
how  all  things  were  tending ;  his  virtuous  foul  ftrove  to  preferve  itfelf 
unfpotted  from  a  world  whence  Chriftianity  fcemed  bent  on  fpeedy 
flight ;  his  irritable  temper,  however,  could  not  be  fubdued ;  it  marked 
each  individual  of  the  Rofpigliofi  family  ;  and  when  he  heard  that  the 
Venetians  had  loft  Candia  to  the  triumphant  arms  of  Mahomet  IV., 
he  broke  his  heart,  in  rOOg,  and  died.  Cardinal  Bona  attempting  to 
fucceed  him,  Pafquin  faid.  Papa  Bonafarehbe  unfo]ec\fmo  :  on  which 
Dangicres,  the  famous  Jefuit,  made  this  epigram : 

Grammatics  leges  plerumque  ccclefia  fpernit, 

Forte  erit  ut  liceat  dicere  papa  Bona : 
Yana  folxcifmi  ne  te  conturbat  imago^ 

Eflet  papa  bonus,  fi  Bona  papa  foret. 

Cardinal  Bona  was  not,  however,  raifed  to  the  chair ;  he  retired  to 
Mondovi,  the  place  of  his  birth,  and  tbere  devoted  his  time  to  literature, 
his  heart  to  piety,  his  wealth  to  the  endowment  of  a  nunneryi  the 
cloiftered  inhabitants  of  which  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  years 
after  were  cut  in  pieces  by  the  French  republicans  retreating  from  their 
pillage  of  poor  Italy.  To  Clement  the  ninth  then  fuccceded  Clement 
the  tenth,  of  whom  very  little  either  good  of  bad  is  recorded.  Of  his 
incomparable  fucceflbr,  a  Milanefe  from  Lago  di  Como,  we  relate 
with  pleafure  how  he  made  over  his  paternal  eftate  to  his  brother's 
fon  immediately,  faying,  ^'  Obferve  now,  you  are  nephew  to  Odcf- 
"  calchi,  not  to  X\\t.  Pope:  Innocent  XI.  (hall  never  be  accufed  of 
*'  nepotifm,  tbougli  no  man  loves  his  family  more  tenderly ;  all  that 
^*  <vas  mine  before  my  exaltation  take  and  enjoy ;  God  blefs  you ;  live 
^  on  your  eftate,  and  fee  me  no  more.*'     This  Pope's  fuppreffion  of 
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the  privileges  claimed  till  his  day  by  the  ambaifadors  who  fcreened  alt 
crimiiials  not  only  in  their  houfes,  but  their  ftreets,  appear  to  have  be- 
come a  neceffary  ftep,  as  Rome  vsras  filled  with  riots  and  with  mur- 
derers, who  throwing  themfelves  under  proteftion  of  fome  envoy,  were 
in  this  manner  fafe  as  in  a  fanftuary.     *'  Honefty  lives  in  danger  while 
thieves  are  thus  protefted,  faid  the  fovereign.   My  fubjeAs  cannot  live 
in  peace  for  midtitudes  of  robbers  thu3  encouraged."  All  other  nations 
£ave  up  the  gothick  prerogative  at  once,  but  Lewis  the  fourteenth 
would  not  yield  a  ftep.     He  fent  Monfieur  dc  Lavartin,  with  exprefs 
orders  to  lave  from  juftice  the  firft  rafcal  who  was  feen  running  to- 
wards his  prccinfts,  and  if  complaint  was  made,  to  give  the  fellow 
aftive  and  even  armed  defence.     An  opportunity  foon  offered,  Lavar- 
din  followed  his  mafter*s  dire&ions,  and  paraded  before  the  windows  of 
the  Vatican,  with  four  hundred  men  ranged  for  immediate  battle. 
Innocent  reiented  the  affront,  refufing  the  ambaiZador  admittance  to 
.his  prefence,  till  pardon  ihould  be  afked,  and  this  vile  immunity  re- 
nounced.    Lavardin  wrote  home  for  cmlers,  and  heard  in  return  that 
his  king  had  arrefted  Rennccit  nuncio  from  the  Holy  See,  ieized  upon 
-Avignon  again,  and  menaced  Rome  with  vf^,fom  Je  menager,  fays  his 
-flattering  hiiinriao.     In  return.  Innocent  confdous  that  he  was  right, 
iaterdided  the  church  of  St.  Louis,  where  the  French  always  hear 
:divine  fervice,  and  prepared  for  a  lafting  conteft  on  die  very  day  he 
died,  after  having  commanded  females  to  drefs  decently  imder  pain  of 
^xoommunicadon,  and  after  having  tried  to  publifti  a  bull  againft 
lavifhing  away  the  papal  revenue  on  private  families,  but  not  one  car* 
dinal  would  ^ve  his  confent. 

Tlie  Ottobom  fucceffor  lived  too  fhort  a  time  to  do  much  good  or 
harm,  and  Innocent  X.II.  iucceeding  to  the  virtues  of  his  anti'^prede* 
ceflbr  with  more  health  of  b<:Kly  and  hope  of  long  life,  drove  on  tiie 
bull  agaioft  nqpotifm  and  got  it  iigned,  'ipite  of  his  cardinals*  remon* 
ftrances*  The  bcx>ks  of  myftick  divinity  recommending  quietiftn  and 
^ciflg  all  merit  in  a  mind  abftraAed  from  the  world,  and  filled  with 
.    Vol.  IL  Kk  love 
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Jove  of  Jefus  Chrift  alone,  were  by  this  Pope  declared  unfbund  and 
even  erroneous.  Their 'great  promoter  and  protedor  Fenelon,  fub*- 
mitted  his  opinions  with  filial  reverence ;  nor  would  converfc  witk 
heaven  itfelf  when  unpermitted  by  the  parent  fee.  With  thefc  con^ 
Iblatory  characters,  dear  to  the  impartial  retrofpcSllve  eye,  wx  leave 
the  ecclefiaftick  ftate  fhorn  of  its  beams,  bereft  of  power  much  to  injure 
any  one,  but  under  the  guidance  of  Innocent  XII.  dcfiring  no  increafe 
of  dignity,  and  only  wifhing  that  peace  he  could  not  keep.  His  valuable 
life  was  fnatched  away  from  further  trial  of  his  virtue  in  the  year  1 700. 
Meanwhile  vid;orious  Louis,  juftly  defervmg  that  furname  of  Great,, 
w  hich  was  adjudged  him  afterw  ards  with  nccdlefs  formality^  augmented 
his  power  w  ith  Iblid  advantages,  never  loft  fight  of  midft  all  the  daz*- 
zling  fplendours  that  furrounded  him.  The  year  1 604  faw  him  fun- 
pafs  his  former  caroufals  in  the  famous  fete  de  Verfa\lle$\  .three  queens 
were  Ipeftatrefles  of  the  ftiow,  belides  our  Charles  the  fecond's  fiftcr, 
become  lifter- in- Ajw  to  the  king  of  France,  whofe  fancy  flic  touched 
by  h«r  wit  for  a  while,  and  was  jealous  when  La  Valiere,  her  maid's 
iuperior  beauty  called  off  his  attention^  Her  gentler  foul  folicited  a. 
hearty :  but  found  in  her  royal  lover  only  a  defire  of  triumphs.  Refin- 
ance inflamed  his  paflion  and  excited  him  to  add  each  artifice  of  ele- 
gant gaiety,  that  might  foften  and  feduce  away  her  watchfU  virtue  u 
he  might  have  faid  with  Prior's  Solomon, 

I  court  her  various  in:  each  fhape  and  dreis, 
That  luxury  can  form,  or  fpeecb  exprefs : . 

and  *tis  fiippofed  the  Poet  drew  his  charaiier  of  Abra  from  La  Valiere.. 
Madame  however,  Henriette  d^Orleans  was  uieful  to  his  purpofes,  ir 
no  longer  pleafing  to  his  humovu*. ,  The  fugitive  prince  her  brother^ 
to  whom  as  to  herfelf  and  baplefs^  parent,  France  had  refuied  flielter 
when  moft  in  need ;  was  now  rcftor*d :  and  by  a  laxity  of  difpo- 
fition  unexampled,  was  willing,  in  time  of  his  elevation,  to  forget  botfau 
injuries  and  favouis  ra:eived  in  his  diftrefi*    Charles  wanted  money 
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for  thofc  empty  pleafures  which  feemed  to  compcnfate  all  his  forrows 
pall;  and  Lewis  w^anted  aggrandizement  of  his  dominions.  The 
king  of  England  fold,  at  his  fifter's  requeft,  and  the  king  of  France  pur- 
chafed,  by  his  quondam  favourite's  intervention,  that  Dunkirk  w^hieh 
Oliver  had  bravely  protcAcd.  The  Englifli  miniftcr  Clarendon  car- 
ried away  into  banifhment  the  hatred  due  to  fuch  an  unpopular  ftcp, 
and  our  merry  monarch,  who  valued  nothing  but  a  woman  and  a  joke, 
accepted  a  French  lady  of  his  fifter's  train,  and  joined  in  the  general 
kiugh  againft  his  only  true  friend,  the  chancellor.  His  new  acqui- 
fition  however,  attracted  the  more  ferious  care  of  Louis  quatorze :. 
who  meditated  an  invafion  of  Holland,  now  grown  fauey  by  the  decay 
of  trade  to  trembling  Venice,  Ihrinking  from  Turkilh  power  ;  grown 
laucy  too  by  the  ftrange  flothful  temper  crept  over  Great  Britain^ and 
by  the  induftry  of  its  own  inhabitants.  The  riches  they  had  accumu- 
lated in  the  eaft  held  out  a  glittering  temptation  to  the  gay  ruler  of 
Verfaillcs,  who  diflembling  his  purpofe  and  deferring  it,  ufed  the  in- 
termediate moments  in  ftrengthening  his  frontiers,  improving  his 
armies,  keeping  ftrift  difciplinc  among  the  troops  by  land,  and  view- 
ing with  rational  and  fincere  delight  the  prodigious  movements  made 
by  Colbert,  to  give  his  mafter  the  dominion  of  long-refraAory  Ocefan. 
He  had  eftablifhed  a  maritime  council,  which  the  king  attended  in 
perfon  once  ©'fortnight ;  a  Weft  India  company  was  erected,  an- 
other for  the  Eaft ;  his  majefty  fet  this  laft  up  himfelf,  and  perfuaded 
the  queens,  the  courtiers,  the  minifters  to  fubfcribe ;  he  called  it  his 
company,  and  to  that  ftep  Pondicherry,  &c.  owe  their  exiftence,  their 
importance  to  Europe  at  leaft.  Colbert  adorned  France  too  while  he 
enriched  it,  the  paved  roads,  the  gobelins'  tapeftry,  the  facade  du  Louvre 
are  the  works  of  Colbert,  who  put  it  in  the  royal  mind  to  fetch  Bemini 
from  Rome,  and  fet  up  Paris  as  a  rival  to  Italian  tafte,  Italian  luxury. 
Yet  while  the  King  delighted  to  Ihine  himfelf  in  a  triumphal  car, 
the  fun  reprefented  Ihining  around  him,  the  motto,  7tec  pJnribus  impar, 
having  obfervcd  his  minifter's  device,  a  fquirrel  climbing,  and  the  words 
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a  quo  non  afcendam  f  he  was  offended,  and  Colbert  dlicovcr'd  by  ex- 
perience what  Voltaire  io  fcnfibly  obfcrves,  that  'twas  hts  mafter*s  in- 
tentions that  every  Frenchman  fliould  be  gay,  but  no  man  great  ex- 
cept himfelf.     He  was  of  the  fame  mind  with  regard  to  other  fbvc- 
reigns.   The  Pope's  nuncio  and  nephew^  when  he  came  to  humble  him- 
felf about  the  affair  of  Lavardin,  was  received  with  pompous  politenefs^ 
and  magnificent  attentions,   which  (howed  how  fcience  civilized  the 
world  and  wit  affifted  in  the  work,   Louiis  XIV.  forced  his  contemoora- 
ties  to  flatter  him,  and  by  his  happy  acceptance  of  their  homage,  taught 
them  how  flattery  fliould  be  received.     France  was  now  forwarder  in 
manners  than  any  other  country  of  Europe  at  his  acccflion.     A  late 
writer  tells  us,  that  the  chevnliers  des  provinces  in  France  never  left 
off  bfeating  their  peafantry,  till  comedies,  novels,  &c.  taught  the  fine 
people  forfooth,  that  fbme  afmufement  as  well  as  advantage  might  be 
made  out  of  the  coarf^  ones.     Moliere's  plays  graced  thele  times,  and 
upoa  this  principle  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  done  more  for  humanity 
than  thofe  of  Comeille,  who  rcprefcnts  man  always  ia  a  ftate  of  cxalta- 
tiozi>  fometimc*  above  humanity  itfelf.     Their  King  meantime  in-^ 
ipired  all  his  court  and  all  his  country  with  talents  of  which  his  own' 
celebration  feemcd  the  fole  objeft,  the  increafe  of  his  dominions  the 
folc  intent :  he  left  it  to  the  poets  ta  fay  clever  things^  content  to  give 
them  daily  new  fubjefts  on  which  to  cxercifc  their  genius.     Unlike: 
Chriftina,  he  was  well  aware  that  a  head  poffeflcd  wholly  by  the  fop- 
peries of  literature,  refemblcs  the  fiimmer- gilded  iflands  in  the  eafl:^ 
all  fpice  and  no  bread,  for  the  Molucca  inhabitants  grow  not  com ; 
the  pitiv  of  fago  ferves  them  at  their  meals,  u^ng  it  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  we  uie  a  loaf,  bat  although  neither  a  profefs'd  wit  himfelf,  nor 
a  rough  fbldier ;  never  was  general  io  ferved  ia  war,,  never  was  prince 
io  celebrated  in  time  of  peace  :  that  his  troops^  might  be  ready  when 
the  quarrel  was  prepared,  he  fcnt  them  out  to  exercifc  againft  the 
Ottomans,  who*  headed  by  their  grand  vizier,  brave  Muftapha,  threat- 
ened the  lofs  of  Hungary  ta  Europe.    Their  threats  were  vain  r  and 
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Raab  was  favcd  this  time,  for  the  emperor  LeopoW,  whofe  yoiuig  Ita- 
Maa  leader  Montccuculi,  and  French  forces  under  la  Fcuillade,  won* 
Kim  the  famous  battle  St;  Godart,  while  Dutch  and  Englifli  quarrel- 
ling for  the  dominion  of  the  feas  and  honour  of  the  flag,,  as  it  was 
called,  weakened  each  other  s  ftrength,  and  helped  accelerate  the  mo- 
ment whenHolIandfliould  be  completely  over-run;  nor  Holland CTiIy., 
all  the  Netherlands  were  fliortly  given  an  ill-refiicing  prey  to  this  new 
^jonqueror;   who-  feeing   London  Ihrunk'  up  by  peftllence  and  fire, 
Madrid  mourning  her  imbecillity,  Vienna  in  fear  of  vlfitation  from  the 
Tiirks,  and  Portugal  enrployed  in  fpinning  a  dofc  web  of  defence  for 
hcrfelfto  flcep  in,  regardiefs  of  her  fellows  on  the  continent :  conceived,.^ 
perhaps,  in  1O70,  the  projeft  of  fetting  up  at  Paris  th'c  flandard  of  uni-^ 
verfal  monarchy,  and  the  defign  of  renewing  the^days^ofCharlenjagne.  • 
Philip  the  fourth's  death,  his  lady's  father,  afforded  him,  not  a, pretence,  ^ 
But  a  good  oppdrtuntty  of  feizing  the  Low  Countries  in  right  of  his ' 
queen,  the  fair  Infanta,  who  had  renounced  all  claim  to  iiich  pof-- 
iHfions  at  her  marriage^  and  as  to  Holland^  fo  rapid  was  the  king,  of 
France's  progress  there,  that  in  the  £rft  campaign  of  I&7 2;  a  fuddea> 
panick  pervaded  the  very  ftreets- of  Anifterdam,  where,  with  the  tn^c- 
commercial  terror  on  their  fpirits,  trembled  the  whole  body  of  hep^ 
wealthy  merchants,  till  William  de  Naflau,  upon  whofe  ancient  ho- 
nourable houfe  they  looked  with  jealous  eye  in  time-  of  peace,  -  faved^^ 
the   exiftence  of  their  expiring  country  ;   worth  favhig  had  it  pro- 
duced him  ^lone.    His  early  judgment,  his  intrepid  valour,  hitsforefight - 
ibon  convinced  the  wondering  world  that  it  could  hold  another  cha- 
nufterof  eminence,  and  that  it  was  not  made  wholly  for  Louis  quatorze.  - 
While  this  young  warrior's  pertinacious  fpirit  ftrengthened  by  fuccefs, . 
and  purified  from  meanncfs,   locked   itfdf  up  in  fcorn  of  thofe  who  - 
yield€d,-and  in  flern  refblution  to  defend  the  Pfoteflant  caufe,  fhould^ 
all  things  terminate  in  a  religious  war  \  the  marquis  de  Turenne>  little ' 
fufpefting  that  he  was  fighting  'gainfl  his  trueft  friends,  while  he  pro- 
noted  French  aggrandizement,  took  in  no  more  thaa  twenty- two  days-^ 
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(fays  his  blograplicr)  no  fewer  than  forty  towns  ;  chafed  the  Impcnaliljts 
acrofs  the  Uhinc,  and  drove  the  cIcAor  of  Brandcuburgh  home  with 
difgracc  to  Bcrl!:!.  A  cannon  ball,  however,  burft  this  formidable 
meteor  at  Safpach,  27th  July,  1675.  The  king  buried  him  among 
the  royal  corpfes  at  St.  Dcnys,  nothing  doubtful  o(\\\s  future  happi- 
ncfs  V.  hen  he  had  perfuaded  him,  not  without  difficulty,  to  forfakethc 
Lutherans  and  depend  upon  the  Romiih  tenets  for  falvation.  Turennc's 
A.irtucs  would  have  done  credit  to  any  commimion  of  Chriflians ;  he 
was  modeft,  gentle,  pious  and  humane,  and  that  he  ftaincd  fuch  an  ami- 
able chara(flcr  by  dejcriion^  a  foldier's  meaneft  vice,  we  will  attribute  to 
his  royal  feduccr,  who  could  not  be  pleafcd,  or  even  fcrvcd  by  a  Pro^ 
icftant.  While  the  prince  de  Conde,  emulous  of  his  coufm*s  favour^ 
dilconcerted  the  Dutch  at  Senef,  and  raifed  his  fame  fb  high,  that  only 
Bolliiet's  tongue  could  celebrate  hh  excellence  as  it  defcrved ;  Sicily 
witnelfed  the  triumphs  of  Louis  fourteenth,  through  another  cmuient 
general,  .brother  to  his  miftrefs,  la  Duchcfle  de  Montefpan,  and  known 
to  hiftory  by  name  of  le  Due  de  Vivonnc.  He  exhibited  much  fkill  in 
tadicks  at  Douai  and  Lille,  was  wounded  in  the  war  with  Holland,  but 
his  fliccefs  at  MeiTma  made  him  marefchal  de  France ;  his  wit  and 
pleafantry  created  him  admirers  in  all  who  were  admitted  to  thoie  cir- 
cles, where  his  fifter  Gabrielle  gave  an  example  of  learning  and  piety  to 
her  contemporaries  :  his  other  filler  Athenais,  lefs  beautiful  than  TAb- 
befle  de  Fontevrault,  but  very  handfome ;  and  poflcfling  thofe  talents 
for  converfation,  which  at  the  court  of  Louis  the  fourteenth,  were 
called,  in  honour  of  their  family,  IJiJprit  de  Moriemar,  kept  her  royal 
lover's  paffion  warm  and  unabated  for  fo  many  years,  that  flie  faw  his 
youngeft  daughter  by  her  legitimated,  and  married  to  the  royal  family 
before  her  removal  from  favour. 

The  king  of  France  loved  his  children,  and  fparcd  nothing  for  their 
education.  It  was  faid  he  was  half  jealous  of  the  Dauphin,  bred  up 
by  Bofluet,  who  was  his  only  fon  by  the  Queen  for  many  years — but 
k  could  not  be  true  :  he  might  rationally  enough  diflike  the  Dauphin's 
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interference  with  his  own  fccond  and  fccret  marriage,  cfpecially  as  the 
connexion  with  Madame  de  Maintcnon  could  not  hurt  him ;  and  more 
efpecially  as  it  was  well  known,  that  after  the  death  of  the  DauphinefiJ, 
Louis,  then  father  to  the  king  of  Spain,  took  Mademoifelle  de  Choia 
to  his  bed,  a  lawful,  though  unavowed  wife,  who  would  yield  on  no 
other  conditions  to  his  entreaties,  and  proved  that  her  difmterefted  com> 
pliance  had  neither  avarice  nor  ambition  in  it,  as  ihe  lived  after  him 
many  years  a  quiet  life,  upon  a  moderate  income,  and  died  furrounded 
by  friends  born  her  equal,  having  claimed  no  exemption  from  her  native- 
rank.  Meanwhile  le  Grand  Monarque  made  that  campaign  in  perfbn, 
which  was  fo  much  admired  by  all  his  fubje<5te,  fo  celebrated  by  the  beft 
of  them.  Louvois,  Vauban,  La  Feuillade  attended ;  fo  did  the  princes 
of  the  blood.  Conde,  Bouchain,  Cambray,  Valenciennes^  with  many 
namelefs  towns  opened  their  gates;  Ibme  yielding  to  an  impetuous  af^ 
fault,  and  fome  capitulating.  Ghent  held  out  only  four  days,  as  1  re^ 
member,  and  Ypres  only  {c\ci\. 

Una  dies  lothoros,  Burgundos  hebdotnadas  una 
Una  domos  Batavos  luna — quid  Annus  erit  i 

iaid  the  philofopher.  Mariotte,  *  which.  Bouhours  tranflates  into  four 
French  lines : — 

II  prit  en  un  jour  ia  Lorraine,  • 

La  Bourgogne  en  une  femaine, 

La  HoUande  en  un  mois,  malgie  le  Cafllilan, 

Que  ne  prendra-t-il  en  un  an  ? 

Burgundy's  conqueft  coft  a  week,  a  day  fuffic'd  Lorrain, 

A  month  gave  Holland  to  our  arms,  what  will  the  year  contain  ? 

But  while  his  arms  over-run  all  Europe,  verfes  onhis  praife  deluged  Kts 
native  land ;  conquered  nations  were  reprefented  round  his  ftatuc,  viro 
immortali  dedicated  one  building,  premiums  were  offered  to  him  who 

^  Mariotte  was  the  man  who  firft  affirmed  to  have  feen  a  white  or  colourlefs  rain— 

bow.    Mentzelius  mentions  fucli  a  thing  fome  years  afterwards;  Ifaw  one  once 

xnyfclf, 
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fhould  furpafs  that  compliment  by  another.  Viviam  ict  up  this  in- 
fcription  on  the  houfe  prefentcd  him  by  Louis  quatorze :  '*  Edes  a 
'^  Deo  datiZy'  alluding,  perhaps,  to  the  appellation  Dieu-donne  given 
at  the  king's  birth,  when  Anne  of  Auftria  prefented  the  gold  baby  of 
equal  weight  vvith  his  to  LorettQ,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  prayers 
heard  for  fo  happy  a  pregnancy. 

JBut  the  people  were  now  not  thankful,  but  giddy  with  admiration 
of  a  Sovereign,  the  warmth  of  whofe  patronage  drove  up  each  art  into 
Q  fudden  perfedion  at  home,  and  the  brilliancy  of  whofe  ads  abroad* 
icing  refleded  back  on  his  tranfported  fubjeds,  fhone  in  the  dazzled 
and  offended  eyes  of  all  the  fober  part  of  thinking  Europe.     Bumet 
fa^s  exprcfsly,  "  That  the  buftle  made  about  his  growing  greatnefs  by 
^^  his  own  poets,  &c.  at  home,  frighted  mankind  into  a  future  alliance 
"  againft  him  more  than  any  iingle  ad  of  ambition  difplayed  among 
**  hisneighbours abroad.**    There  were  however,  filent  flatterers,  who 
plcafedas  much  as  the  loud-fpeaking  ones,  and  did  lefs  harm.     The 
king,  on  fbme  progrefe,  vifited  le  Due  d*Antin  at  his  chateau,  and  after 
admiring  the  difpofition  of  his  grounds,  a  new  mode  of  elegance  and 
iiixury  in  thofe  days,  cenfured  the  placing  a  long  row  of  trees  that  con- 
cealed ^  h^ppy  view  of  the  adjajjent  country :  when  he  jofe  next  morn- 
ing they  were  all  gone.     Louis  enquired  what  could  have  become  of 
them? — ^The  duke  replied,  **  Nothing  can  live  under  your  m^cfty* 
"  condemnation.**     Sir  Thomas  Grefliam  thus  in  one  night,  when 
he  entertained  Queen  Elizabeth  at  Ofterley,   built  up  a  wall  acrofs  a 
.court,  the  too  great  fize  of  which^^  had  eriticifed  in  the  morning : 
for  tafte  admits  alteration,  but  dcfire  of  gaining  their  attention  who 
have  much  to  beftow,  remains  through  all  ages  the  fame.     Sovescigns 
had  every  day  Jefs  and  lefs  to  give  away,  and  *tis  ftrangc  to  obfervc, 
that  the  ambitipus  monarch  whofe  reign  is  under  our  picient  Retro^ec^ 
twn,   voluntarily  took  from  his  own  and  his  /ucceflbr*s  prerogative 
what  was  known  byjaame  of  droit  de  felgnoragfj.     Voltaire  mentions 
it,  be  alfp  mentions  the  rough  reply  of  un  marchand^  clairvoyant  to 
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the  mlniftcr  Colbert :     "  You  found,  the  carriage  leaning  on  one  Jidc 
*^  (fays  the  man)  fo  to  fet  matters  right,  you  overturn  it  on  the  oilier ^ 
Moreri  tells  the  fame  anecdote* — "  Louis  quatorze,  a  mis  moms  de  dif- 
**  tance  entre  les  hommes:'^  Lewis  the  fourteenth  has  contributed  to  cloic 
the  breach  of  diftindion  among  men,  fays  his  bcft  hlftorian.    His  plan 
was  to  pinch  the  upper  rank  of  nobility,  and  bring  forward  lemoyenpeuple\ 
giving  away  the  duty  upon  coinage,  however,  was  a  relief  to  all :  Philip 
Auguftus  {dieti  donnS  like  himfelf )  took  one  third,   St.  Louis  a  fifth, 
Charles  the  fcventh  in  his  diftrefs  raifed  it  to  three-fourths,  and  Lewis 
the  fourth  Tenounccd  it  wholly  in   1679.     It  was  a  folid  purchaFe 
paid  for  frivolous  and  empty  praife  :  his  invention  of  the  bayonet  fixed 
to  the  mufket'send,  was  a  fourceof  more  rational  commendation,  be- 
canfe  it  Ihewed  he  underftood,  and  had  thought  much  upon  the  art  of 
war,  and  that  whilft  his  camp  for  luxury  rcfembledthat  of  Pompey,  his 
dcfireof  excellence  led  him  to  imitate  Caefar.     The  French  dill  fight 
in  the  manner  this  king  taught  them.     He  was  the  firft  general  too 
that  ever  inflituted  military  uniforms ;   they  were  at  beginning  a  fort 
of  favour,  or,  as  it  were,  a  ticket  of  admittance  to  his  pleafure-houfes, 
Fointainebleau,  Marly,  &c.  but  he  turned  them  to  fcrious  ufc,  and  all 
Europe  adopted  the  mcafure.     The  fchools  for  engineering  and  artil- 
lery fet  up  under  his  regulations  at  Douay,  taught  new  modes  of  de- 
ftmftiou,  while  the  fine  hofpital  des  Inyalides  at  Paris,  yet  unfurpaiTed, 
gave  courage  and  hope  of  paternal  care  to  them  who  riiqued  their  lives 
in  fuch  a  fovercign's  caufe.     The  arfenals  at  Breft,  Toulon,  Rochefort, 
yet  live  to  evince  his  ardour  of  excelling  in  maritime  affairs,  and  from 
the  few  vefTels  France  poflcffed  in   1650,  thrcefcore  fhips  of  the  line 
and  thirty  or  forty  frigates,  paraded  the  feas  in  lOSl  under  their  whit^ 
ftandards.     Meantime  Louifiana  and  Cayenne  colonized,  were  a  proof 
that  Louis  the  fourteenth  confined  not  his  thoughts  even  to  Europe, 
while,  the  prodigious  elevations  at  Verfailles,  the  aquedu<fts  at  Main- 
tenon,  the  gardens  of  Sceaux  and  fabricks  of  Chantilly,  fcemed  as  if  in 
^^e  mere  cmbellifhment  of  his  own  native  land  were  concentrated  all 
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Tiis  ideas,  •    Bernini  had  five  guineas  oMay  and  a  prcfcnt  of  five  thou- 
fand  pounds  ftcrling,  not  ItvreSy  for  his  trouble. 

M^mc  dans  fes  fhijirs  il  eft  ton  jours  hcros. 

Gallant  and  gay  he  fillM  each  fleeting  hour^ 
A  hero  in  his  pleafuies  as  his  pow*r. 

When  one  of  his  daughters,  by  Montefpan,  married  a  prince  of  the 
blood  royal  Tpite  of  that  prince's  mother,  who  long  oppofed  the  con- 
nei^ion,  in  the  year  1085,  when  new  feftivals^  new  Ihows  were  given 
at  Verfailles,  effacing  all  which  had  before  been  deemed  elegant  or< 
lumptuous,  krtteries  were  recurr'd  to  as  a  mode  of  furpaffing  even  im* 
perial  Rome's  magnificence  in  her  bcft  days ;  and  thoufands  of  louii- 
d'ors  were  given  away  without  a  poffibility  of  being  thanked  for  them. 
Thefe  gaieties  compenfated  for  thofc  of  more  barbarous^  times,  tilts 
and  tournaments ;  they  had  been  profcribed  fince  Henry's  accident,, 
and  duels  a  outrancct  as  they  were  called,  meaning  to  the  laft  gafp> 
had  been  feldom  requcfted  fince  Francois  de  la  Chateignerie's  fatal  endr 
he  had  begg'd  as  a  boon  from  Henri  quatrc,  that  Jarnac  ^id  he  might 
fight  to  death  in  their  fovercign's  prefcnce.  After  a  few  rounds  the 
challenger  was  hxirt,  unhorfed,  and  hamftrung.  ''  Beg  your  life,  proud 
lord !"  cried  his  antagonift.  "  Never,^^  exclaimed  le  Seigneur  de  la 
Chateigneric."  Jarnac  threw  himfclf  on  his  knees  at  the  King's  fcctr 
**  This  miilaken  man,  fire,  has  begg'd  a  boon,  and  it  was  granted  ;  re- 
'*  fufe  not  my  requeft  as  welk"  The  fovereign  granted  it.  *'  Com* 
•'  mand  me  then  to  prefent  my  prince  that  valuable  life  I  wilh  not  to 
*^  take."  "  Vatnqueur  en  tout !  a  conqueror  in  every  thing  T  exclaimed 
''  Henri  quatrc ;  bring  hither  the  appellant  inftantly."  They  did  fo, 
but  he  tore  open  all  his  wounds,  and  died  upon  the  field.  A  frightfiil 
foTt^ of  quadrille ;  four  kinfmen  againft  four,  called  le  combat  de  la  Frette, 
exhibited  before  Louis  XIV. jj  and  I  believe  Anne  of  Auftria,  in  l66o 
or  thereabout,  was  the  laft  of  thofe  horrible  decifions  of  property  by 
death :  it  ended  in  the  extinction  de  lafamilk  entiere  de  la  Ftette,  an<i 
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the  King  fwore  fokmnly  he  would  witnefs  no  more  fuch  brutalities. 
He  inftituted  the  order  of  St.  Louis,  however,  and  had  thepleafure  to 
fee  that  little  crofs  more  fought  after  than  places  of  profit :  but  this  reign 
has  hitherto  Ibewn  its  bright  fide  alone  to  the  eyes  of  Ketrojpedlton.  The 
black  reverfe  exhibits  the  revocation  of  that  famous  cdidl  of  Nantz,  by 
favour  of  which  thousands  of  inofFenfive  Huguenots  lived  in  peace,  and 
contributed  as  artificers  t»  the  delights  of  TriaiuDn  and  pleafures  of  St. 
Cloud,  A  letter  fuddenly  fent,  figned  by  the  King  of  France,  drove 
them  to  ruin  head-long ;  they  were  driven  to  worie  than  ruin ;  they 
were  driven  to  defperation.  '*  Let  them  (faid  the  dreadfvd  fentencc) 
^'  be  pufhed  to  the  laft  extremity :  let  them,  in  a  word,  change  their 
*^  religious  opinions  for  mine,  or  dread  my  vengeance."  Voltaire 
tries  to  lay  the  fault  of  all  onLouvois  ;  but  well  he  knew  that  Louvois 
ftirr'd  no  ftep  without  his  mafter's  orders;  all  was  dift^-efs  and  agony, 
and  death  ;  no  Vifcomte  d'Orte  *  was  fecn  fteady  to  the  caufc  of 
humanity,  as  when  in  Charles  the  ninth's  reign  hh  virtue  favcd  the 
Proteftants  at  Bayonnc  from  perfecuting  fury.  Babies  were  now  in  time 
of  peace  apd  plenty,  times  too  of  vaunted  delicacy  and  afiedled  tender- 
nefs,  torn  from  their  ihrieking  parents,  and  while  the  aftive  and  unin- 
cumbered flew  from  the  following  fword,  prifbas  and  galleys  fervcd  as 
miferable  refuges  for  old,  and  fick,  and  dying  martyrs  to  Calvinifm, 
now  founded  in  the  hearts  of  many  who  had  before  been  left  cxclufively 
^ddicfted  to  that  ftill  growing  fed.  London  received  on  this  occafion 
tboals  of  workmen  ;  Holland  gained  admirable  oi^cers  and  foldiers ;  ^ 
the  nephew  of  viftorious  Du  Qacfne,  their  admir?il,  embarked  with  a 
large  colony  to  the  Cape  of  Oood  Hope;  and  while  other  emigrants 
haftily  fled  to  America,  and  France  found  her  prpyinces  difpec^ed  of 

*  Le  Vifcomte  d'Orte's  famous  letter,  expr^fled  this  fentiment :  "  Your  majefty 
**  has  many  brave  officers  here,  but  not  one  hangman^  we  requeft  orders  which  ho- 
**  nour  can  obey ;  and  promife  your  majefty  to  die  willingly  in  defence  of  your 
-<^  crown  and  dignity,  which  tltefejnfants,  belptefs  ol4  men,  and  femaleii  ape  incapable 
**  ^f  injuring.** 
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more  than  half  a  million  good  and  ufeful  fubjeAs,  the  old  Chancellor 
le  Tellier  exclaimed,  in  a  tranfport  of  joy.  Nunc  dimkfis,  &c.  He  was^ 
I  think,  brother  tathe  King's  cortfcifor,  and  upon  terms  of  intimate 
and  fobcr  friendlhip  with  the  new  favourite  Madame  da  Maintcnon. 
Thefe  three  real  and  fteady  adherents  to  a  church  they  thought  infal- 
lible, felt  as  if  that  church  was^  difgraced  by  their  fovcreign's  laxity  of 
morals ;  to  compenfate  which,  their  mad  tptftaken  piety  excited  him 
to  ferve,  as  they  believed,  the  caufe  of  heaven^  by  aAing  in  defiance  of 
its  laws,  and  fet  on  foot  a  perfecuticm  more  worthy  Herod  than  Lewis 
the  fourteenth.     Infants  of  two  years  old  were  not  more  inoffinfivd 

« 

than  thefe  Huguenots ;  and  if  they  were,  Lewis  had  blood  of  innocents^ 
in  the  ftriAeft  and  moft  fcriptural  fcnlc,  to  anfwer  for.     Many  and 
many  were  the  children  catched  from  their  mothers'  arms,  and  hurl'd 
6n  this  occafion  into  damps  and  dungeons,  whence  their  pure  fouls  flew 
to  the  Almighty's  throne,  prefented  by  their  guardian  angels.  Safe  in  his 
care  let  us  leave  thntt,  and  look  how  Lewis  profpered  after  this  impro-*' 
voked  exertion  of  his  power.     It  was  five  months  before,  that  humbled 
Genoa,  bombarded  by  his  admiral,  brave  Seignelai,  fent  their  proud  doge, 
continued  in  his  oflicc  for  the  purpofe,  to  requefl  pardon  at  hb  feet  for 
having  fupplicd  Algiers  with  powder  and  ball,, hoping^  through  iuch  per* 
fidioxis  conduft,  to  obtain  from  the  Venetiais  thole  advantages  which  it 
fccms  to  have  been  always  the  ruling  paffion  of  their  petty  ftate  to  pro** 
cure.  When,  with  a  parade  of  politenels,  the  courtiers^  at  Veriaillcs 
aiked  Lefcaro  what  he  found  there  mod  admirable  ? — he,  with  Italian 
promptitude,  and  Englifti  drynefs,  is  faid  to  have  replied,  "  nty/elfJ*  The 
fame  1685  celebrated  the  Siamefo  embafly,  and  blew  up  the  glittering 
bubble  royal  pride  to  its  fulled  extent :  from  the  foul  murders  of  the 
fouthem  provinces,  and  exile  of  his  fellow  Chriftians  that  fame  year,  may 
RetroJpeSlion  date  that  hubhle  sjhririkmg.    The  firft  blow  fortune  hit  him 
was  through  the  perfon  of  his  protigi,  James  II.,  a  prince  no  way 
reiembling  himfelf,  except  in  his  attachment  to  the  Romifh  fee,  and 
hatred  of  his  Protcllant  fubjeds :  a  mirror  of  thofe  crimes  which  drew 
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vengeance  upon  Europe's  greateft  charafter,  was  now  prefentcd  before 
Lewis  in  its  meaneft;  he  could  not  recognize  the  vile  iimilitude  ;  he 
pitied  the  fugitive  king,  received  him  nobly,  and  fcnt  him  back  to 
England  under  French  colours  to  regain*  his  throne :  tfiere^  however; 
was  William  de  Naflau  too  firmly  fcatcd  for  his  power  to  fhake,  whom 
to  oppofe  with  more  fuccefs  was  his  mod  ftrong  inducement  to  accept 
it.     Some  old  naturalifts  mention  a  breed  of  horfes  called  charojjiy 
lion-eyd;  not  (Brinking  even  from  fiis  glance  which  terrifies  every 
other  inhabitant  of  the  foreft :  fuch  was  the  warrior  prince  who  by 
the  famous  battle  of  La  Hogue,  fought  1 692,  revenged  the  death  of  Dfe 
Ruyter  in  1676,  and  fticwed  the  king^of  France  that  Tea  was  not  his 
element.  Du  Quefne,  who  had  beaten  the  Dutch  that  day,  had  been  re^ 
warded  with  the  ruin  of  his  family ;  and  the  prcdcilinarianCal  vinifts  now 
cried,  a  judgment;  when  Zte-was  forced  to  fly  the  country  he  had  fcrved; 
againft  his  own  opinions.     But  Lewis  growing  into  years  and  ill- 
ncflcs,  and  weaned  by  Maintenon  from  Iports  aiid  Ihows,  to  which 
his  natural  inclinations  led  him,  felt  no  rcfrefhment  but  in  ads  of 
tyranny  :  a  horrid  reiblution  to  ravage  the  Palatinate  for  no  adequate 
offence  committed  againft  him,  preceded  but  a  moment  the  com- 
plcat  extindion  of  every  comfort  it  contained.      The  fire  kindled 
once  by  Turenne  there,  was  ^Jpark  when  compared  to  the  conflai- 
gration  lighted  up  by  Louvois — riduifons  tout  en  cendreSy  reduce  it  all 
to  afhes,  was  the  word ;    its  execution  was  too  dreadfully  corrcft. 
All  Europe,  Ihocked  at  thcfe  extravagancies,  looked  with  difguft  and 
horror  on  a  fbvereign,  who  from- his  fofl  retreats  and  fummer  palaces, 
didtatcd   death   of   millions   unconcerned.      Difguft   awaked  alarnr, 
and  common  intereft  pointed  the  eyes  of  all  mankind  towards  Wil- 
liam :  he,  expert  in  political  intrigue,  felt  his  heart  beat  rcfponfivc 
to  the  call- — the  call  of  war,  to  which  alone  he  waked ;  war  againft 
Lewis,  whom  alone  he  hated.     The  plains  where  Manheim  ftood, 
now  a  mere  defert,  drove  many  by  revenge,  more  by  defpair,  into  his 
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growing  aYmy.     France,  half  fatigued^  fent  out  her  Due  de  Lux- 
embourg, under  whom  many  battles  won,  others  difputed,  fignalized 
itlie  afternoon's  warmth  of  her  glorious  day ;  but  the  King  ftaid  at  home, 
old  Lou  vols  died;  Luxembourg's  health  was  cruelly  impaired,  Vxllcroi, 
gallant  and  generous  as  he  was,  could  not  keep  William  and  his  forces 
from  taking  Namur:  and  (x^m  the  year  1O.97,  to  the  century's  extindiont 
pur  ReirofpeiVioHy  now  a  mere  gazette,  fees  Lewis  trying  to  gain  in  the 
cabinet  what  he  w^as  hourly  lofing  in  the  field. — ^^  There  arc  no  longer 
^'  any  difputes  exifting,"  fald  he  gracefully,  and  figned  the  peace   of 
JRyfwick,  nothing  doubtful  but  tliat  Spain  muft  drop  into  his  hands  of 
courfe  ;  while  Charles  I^  there  fick  and  without  fons,  worn  out  with  ill- 
ncfs,  grief,  and  old  age  ioo^  although  he  numbered  only  forty-five  years, 
would,  probably  in  confideration  of  fonrtc  towns  given  up,  make  his  laft 
will  in  favour  of  the  Bourbons.     The  inter\-al  which  this  convention 
X)btained  to  Europe  was  ufed  in  whetting  up  their  martial  inftruments 
for  the  renewal  of  hollilities  :  France  is  fo  much  the  leading  feature 
of  the  times,  one  fcarce  can  fee  the  other  powers  at  all,  during  the 
grand  days  of  Louis  XIV ;    fo    Iharks  that   follow  a  vaft  man  of 
war,  ftill  fight,  and  court,  and  quarrel  unobfcrved,  yet  -whcnjhe's 
wrecked,  well  pleafed  they  gambol  round,  and  gain  fome  fpoil.     Leo- 
pold, ion  to  Charles  V.,  Duke  of  Ix)rraine,  indeed,  fought  to  gain  no- 
thing but  the  power  he  moft  valued,  that  of  fcrving  his  own  fubjeds, 
and  benefiting  fo  far  as  in  him  lay  every  Chrillian  creature.     Among 
contemporary  fovercigns,  fmall  and  great,  this  character  appears  the 
Man  of  Rofs.    He  repaired  houfes  of  his  old  nobility,  and  married  their 
daughters  into  fuitable  families,  with  money  faved  out  of  his  own  fmall 
itock :  his  gifts  were  made  with  fuch  pcciUiar  grace  too,  that  they 
produced  certain  attachment  by  alienating  all  idea  of  humiliation.    His 
.manners,  highly  elegant  and  falhionable,  ftrov-e  to  make  morals  once 
again  refpefted  in  an  age  corrupt  beyond  expreffion :  and  as  his  vir- 
tuous father,  Charles  the  fifth,  was  pardoned  bis  fidelity  to  one  wife, 
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dowager  queen  of  Poland,  at  a  time  when  the  court  of  Vcrfailles 
openly  encouraged  every  vice,  and  that  of  London  delighted  to  laugh- 
virtue  out  of  doors.  Even  Leopold  I.,  emperor  of  German  ,  in  whofc 
fevour  all  nations  now  begun  to  unite,  who  never  ftirr'd  a  hand  to  help. 
himfelf,  who  knew  perfedly  that  it  was  no  good  will  to  //////,  but  in-, 
tercfted  views  'gainft  France  alone  which  formed  the  league  of  Auf- 
burgh,  and  curbed  proud  Lew4s  in  his  fierce  career,  did  juftice  to  the 
charadler  of  Charles  and  his  fon,  faying  always  how  he  was  the  be/i  of 
princes,  let  who  would  be  the  greateft.  Leopold,  indeed,  was  ;io 
common  man  himfelf,  nor  was  his  fate  through  life  a  common  one; 
He  was  beloved  by  his  people,  although  ill  fcrved  by  his  minifters  ;  had 
penetration  to  know  it,  and  philofbphy  enough  not  much  to  care  about 
it ;  faid  that  all  would  end  right  in  this  world,  and  that  thofe  only 
were  wife  men  who  thought  about  the  next :  for  that,  and  for  every 
reafon  he  muft  therefore  juftly  love  the  Chriftian  warrior  who,* with 
John  Sobielki,  his  wife^s  brother,  had  in  the  year  lG83,  faved  poor 
Vienna  from  the  baleful  crefcent.  The  interval  of  peace  afforded  by 
that  breathing-time  agreed  upon  at  Ryfwick,  he  employed  in  caiing 
his  fubjefts  from  their  taxes,  intereftlng  all  the  petty  prirvccs  in  his 
favour,  reminding  them  that  he  was  fon  to  Philip  the  fourth  of 
Spain's  eldeft  fifter,  and  that  when  Charles  fliould  die,  his  will  would 
be  worth  attending  to.  Lewis  of  France  meantime,  too  li^ttle  careful 
to  heal  the  wound  which  fuch  extenfive  wars  had  made  in  his 
finances,  fell  to- exhaufting  his  half- ruined  country,  by  building  the 
great  bridge  over  the  Seine,,  and  vying  with  Imperial  Rome  in  fplenr 
dour  and  magnificence. 

JHcit  ut  Davidf  ^edtficat  ut  Solomon ^^ 

was  the  legcnda  read  on  a  fine  church  he  built,  the  motto  was  well 
chofen :  like  David  he  had  been  reproved  from  the  pulpit  in  a  iermon 
preached  by  1^  Pere  Mafcaron,  upon  the  famous  text,   TJiou  art  tJie 

Man. 
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Man.  Like  David,  he  received  corre<flion  generoufly,  and  gave  the 
preacher  a  biflioprick  In  fix  months.  'Tis  true  tliat  his  own  fcruples 
had  already  begun  to  operate  as  the  charms  of  Maintcnon's  conver- 
fation  and  difficulty  of  arriving  at  a  nearer  intimacy  w  ith  her,  drew 
him  from  Fontangcs,  and  alienated  him  from  Montefpan.  Solomon's 
niiftrcfles  were  undoubtedly  more  numerous,  but  were  fcarcely  main- 
tained in  a  higher  Hyle  of  luxury  than  thofc  of  Louis  XIV.,  his  chil- 
dren were  all  ennobled,  the  due  de  Vermandois'  beauty,  and  bravery, 
and  death  in  battle  are  well  known,  fo  are  Jiis  mother's  words,  when  to 
the  convent  which  concealed  la  Valiere's  faded  form,  tiicy  brought  the 
news  of  his  lofs.  **  Muft  I  then  mourn  (faid  Ihe)  the  death  of  him 
^*  for  whofc  birth  not  tears  enough  have  by  me  yet  been  fhed.**  Hci 
paffion  for  the  king  had  been  fmccrjc,  and  when  they  parted,  *'  Let 
"  me  haxc  your  name  alone  (faid  ihe)  no  other  prefent  but  provifion 
^*  for  a  life  of  penitence  and  prayer."  She  died  not  till  1  f  1  o,  and 
Val  dc  Grace  ftill  (hews  the  pifture  of  Soeur  Louife  de  la  Milericordc, 
painted  as  a  Magdalen  by  Le  Brun. 

Her  daughter  married  k  prttKe  de  Conti  Her  royal  lover,  fonder 
of  his  own  glory  than  of  ought  elfc,  forgot  her  fbon,  delighted  with  the 
new  globe  made  at  Paris,  an  inch  to  a  degree,  the  fize  and  expence 
of  it  enormous,  the  infcription  a  proud  one : 

Pace  beat  totum  -bello  qui  tcrruit  oi1>em. 

Volumes  however,  would  not  hold  the  contefts  of  wit  employed  to 
vary  and  refbund  his  praife  who  paid  his  poets  and  his  architeAs  fo 
liberally  ;  the  rage  for  keeping  miftrefles  ended  in  a  fccond  marriage 
with  his  laft  favourite,  la  veuve  Scarron,  who  laid  hold  of  her  mailer's . 
heart  by  his  ftrong  prejudices  in  favour  of  Romi(h  tenets ;  he  was  her 
mailer  not  the  lels  however :  her  family  originally  Calvinifls,  and  fa- 
vouritcs  with  Henri  quatrc,  gained  nothing  from  her  nuptials  with  the 
king;  flic  begg'd  no  favours  for  a  Protcftant  of  courfe,  the  faith  from 
which  flie  had  herfelf  apoftatized :  her  letters  (hew  the  little   blifs 

flic 
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flic  got  by't.    Condemned  to  amwfe  a  man  no  longer  willing,  or  per- 
haps able  to  receive  amufemcnt,  (he  often  wifhed  for  death,  and  told 
her  friends  ihe  fcarcely  could  endure  her  fituadon :   thiey  all  depended 
Upon  her  good  offices— they  were  all   dilappointed :     Madame  dc 
Maintenon  injured  no  one,  but  none  were  better  for  her  patronage. 
L/Ouis  XIV.  was  never,  lince  he  became  a  man^  drawn  from  his  pur- 
pofes  by  female  infhi^ce :  he  was  eafily  enough  perfuadcd  to  plague 
the  people  Ite  fet-down  for  t^creticks,  and  when  once  weary  of  his  gaudy 
miftrefles,   lived  more  to  his  liking  with  an  eafy  friend,  who  doubted 
not  but  he  knew  beft  in  all ;  feldom  luggefted,  and  never  contradLAed : 
though  prefent  at  his  iccret  hours  when  minifters  were  admitted  to 
the  cabinet.     The  year  1700   then  leaves  the  Great  Monarch  great 
and  princely  ftill ;  end  ftill  difpofed  to  idolize  their  king,   his  harafs'd 
fubjefts,  who  over  the  fine  facade  which  graces  the  Louvre  fet  up  thcfe 
flattering  lines : 

Quid  valcat  bello  Lodoix,  centum  oppida  monflrant ; 
MonfVrat  quid  vakat  pace,  vel  una  Domus.   / 

To  prove  his  pow'r  in  war  we  fliow, 

A  hundred  cities  ta'en  by  ftorm  ; 
By  this  once  princely  dome  you  know, 
What  Louis  can  in  peace  perform. 


*♦ 


Meanwhile  the  frantick  Huguenots  from  the  fouthcm  provinces  of  this 
cxtenfive  realm,  driven  to  dcfpair,  and  almoft  to  di/lra6iton  by  his  un-^ 
merited,  his  unprovoked  feverities,  plundered  of  thpir  property,  fired  in 
their  houfes,  robbed  of  their  children ;  ran  round  Eifrope  filling  each 
country  with  prophetick  curfes  againft  the  tyrant  author  of  fuch  ruin. 
Two  hundred  thoufand  human  beings  migrated  from  the  Cevennes 
alone,  and  the  fweet  country  round  about  Grenoble,  all  at  once.  Many 
of  thcfe  fell  into  tranfports  of  grief  irritated  to  madnefs,  and  uttered 
raving  predidlions  which  they  pathetically  called  a  cry  from  the  dcfert^ 
fuch  he  had  made  their  homes !  Among  the  wonderful  denunciations 
pronounced  by  thcfe  poor  Ibul^,  many  have  now  in  our  own  day  been 
Vol.  II.  M  m  dreadfully 
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dreadfully  fulfilled,  A  paiTage  I  once  copied  out  but  have  nuflaid, 
tontaiiu  thefe  finking  words,  too  well  contrafled  to  the  unfeeling  flat«^ 
teries  we  have  jufl  revifed.  **  Oh  Verfatllcs  !  Verfailles  !  which  thmc 
*'  proud  prince  haft  ereSedJbr  thy  glory  !  Oh  Verfailles  !  Verfailles  Ifoon 
^^fhall  all  this  nfognificettce  be  loft :  IJee,  Ifee  it  fade ,  and  die  away  !  be- 
^^  fore  a  hundred  years Jhallpafs^  w  traces  of  thy f^lendour  fhall  remam  ! 
"  rats^  mice,  and  Jpiders  fhall  pojfefs  thofe  walk,  raifed  to  evince  thy 
♦•  majefty  andpoiwr^  Whilfl  now  I  write,  time  verifies  the  bold  con- 
jefturc :  the  century  is  not  yet  pad ;  the  palace  in  its  prefibnt  flatc^ 
proves  the  prediftioa  true. 


CHAP. 
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EAST,  WEST,  AND  NORTH,  FROM  i650  TO  1700. 

PROGRESS    OF    SCIENCE   MANNERS,   &C. 

r 

REH^ROSPECTION  can  fcarcc  begin  this  new  chapter  more  anipi- 
cioully  than  with  the  fentiments  of  Lord  Bolingbroke  in  his  fixth 
letter  to  Clarendon.  '*  The  end/'  fays  our  noble  author,  "  of  the  fif- 
^'  teenth  century,  is  the  true  cpocha  for  us  who  live  in  the  eighteenth 
''  to  care  about :  fome  indulgence/'  adds  he  "  may  be  given  to  a  tem- 
^'  porary  curiofity  in  the  review  oCjvhat  pail  before  that  time ;  becaufe 
^'  to  be  entirely  ignorant  of  the  ages  preceding  that  a^ra  would  be 
^'  ihameful,  but  to  be  learned  about  them  is  merely  a  ridiculous  affec- 
'^  tation  in  a  man  who  means  to  be  ufeful  in  the  prefent  age."  This 
pofition,  true  or  falfe,  is  at  Icaft  confblatory,  from  fuch  a  writer.  Thofc 
who  read  tfiy  book  arc  in  no  danger  of  being  too  learned  by  rcvifing  a 
crowd  of  events,  which  having  filled  fifteen  centuries  almoft,  are  com- 
preflcd  into  one  quarto  volume ;  and  we  dilate  as  we  get  forward  too, 
that  more  room  may  be  afforded  for  thofe  newer  occurrences  which 
though  in  themfclvcs  not  greater,  are  of  greater  as  of  more  immediate 
intereft.  It  is  indeed  wonderful  to  obfcrv  c  how  the  new  fituation 
into  which  the  world  half  unaccountably  appeared  to  Aide  about  that 
period,  influenced  every  individual ;  and  how  that  influence  went  on 
increafing,  till  in  two  centuries  more,  A.  D.  l050,  almoft  all  things, 
all  places,  and  all  people  appear  to  us  under  new  forms,  in  fb  much  that 
the  analogy  between  Charles  the  fcventh's  time,  and  that  of  Lx)uis 
XIV.  is  to  be  f raced,  not  fccn.     Since  then  thofe  revolutions  and  dif^ 

M  m  2  coverics^ 
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coverics  which  produced  fuch  a  change  in  civil  and  in  ccclefiafticaF 
policy,  all  happened,  as  Bolingbroke  obferves,  atx)ut  the  year  1500 ;  he 
advifes  his  young  pupil  to  look  flightly  at  the7N,  but  ftcadily  at  their 
ejfc^fs.  The  Turkilh  empire  perhaps  felt  them  kq^,  yet  was  there  a 
kind  of  change  creeping  forward  even  under  an  oriental  fky.  The 
Fetva  ifluing  a  mufti's  mandate  to  depofe  Ibrahim  although  unworthy, 
was  for  ought  I  have  read  unprecedented,  and  tliere  were  cxceflcs  com- 
mitted during  Mahomet  the  fourth's  minority  of  which  old  KnoUys 
gives  us  no  example.  That  the  inhabitants  of  Conftantinople  ihould 
df/lre  peace  was,  'to  fay  no  more  of  it,  an  odd  thing:  that  they 
fhould  tumultuoufly  furround  the  fcraglio  and  dam7td  it,  was  iingular 
indeed. 

Violence  however,  which  fb  often  defeats  its  own  purpoies  in  crciy 
country,  mud:  aim  oft  neccffarily  defeat  them  in  that^  where  for  want 
of  Icttled  views  among  the  leaders,  atl  difunitcd  and  of  contending  irt*- 
terefts,  fedition  though  rampant  funk  inftantly  to  nothing,  foon  zs 
the  voice  of  Kiuperli  was  heard  This  fage  old  baila,  called  from  his 
government  at  Damafcus,  when  likle  left  than  fourfcorc  years  of  age, 
well  knowing  that  to  excite  fentiments  of  loyalty,  the  moft  likely  me* 
thod  was  giving  fubjcfts  a  fight  of  their  hereditary  fovereign,  he  drew 
young  Mahomet  out  of  his  palace,  and  being  inftantly  created  Vizier,^ 
jode  with  him  through  the  town  and  awed  the  rioters :  who  though 
infenfible  to  the  calls  of  juflice  or  humanity,  felt  their  imaginations 
ftruck  by  the  contrafted  appearance  of  youthful  b^uty  and  venerable 
age  united  to  appeafe  them — they  bowed  beneath  the  heir  of  all  the 
Ottomans,  and  faw  their  Sultan  confident  that  with  their  aid,  Europe 
Ihould  bow  down  too.  His  Vizier  took  fome  Greek  iflands,  old  Te- 
nedos  and  Lemnos  I  believe,  and  offered  the  Venetians  peace  for  a  fum 
of  money  they  would  not  pay.  Prevailing  on  his  mailer  to  remove  the 
court  from  turbulent  Conftantinople  a  while,  he  died,  but  a  young  Kiu- 
perli liifFered  Turkifli  defpotifm  to  endure  no  curtailments,  Turkifh  cra- 
clty  to  be  charged  with  no  degeneration— of  eighteen  hundred  prifoners 

taken 
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taken  on  the  confines  of  Hungary  four  hundred  only  were  lefk  //«- 
maffacred;  The  tired  Muflulmcn  however,  murmured  at  the  work, 
and  that  muft  be  allowed  unufual.  The  Tartars  now  invaded  Poland,- 
drove  off  to  flavery  one  hundred  thoufand  fouls  after  the  oltf 
fetihion;  and  the  fiege  of  Candia  was  undertaken  by  Mahomet,  which 
after  three  yeacs  alternate  aflaults  and  blockade,  at  length  capitulated  ;- 
and  the  Sultan  had  a  moment's  breathing-time  bellowed  to  curb  his 
rebellious  brothers,  whom  gentler  cuftom  had  fparcd  at  his  acceffion* 
Bcais  Ihould  be  tamed  however,  as  Raynal  fays,,  before  you  break  their 
chains  r'to-  ftrangle  prince  Orkhan  became  indifpenlable,  and  that  crime 
was  now  committed  by  prudence,  which  ufed  to  be  attributed  to  nc-^ 
ceffity.  Meanwhile  Michaelowitz,  Czar,  as  he  was  called,  of  Mufcovy, 
tried  (but  in  vain)  to  make  all  Eiirope  care  about  the  carr)^ing  off  thofe 
Poles  to  death  or  exile :  Europe,  intent  on  polifhing  her  more  fouthcrn 
nations^  thought  little  concerning  thefe  which  wcrc^  fcarce  civilized. 
The  Turks  and  Tartars  difpeopled  Lithuania,  made  the  Ukraine  a 
defert  of  courfe,  and  near  half  a  million  of  Chriftlans  deftroyed  or  cap- 
tivcd,  called  up  the  united  vateur  of  John  Sobieiki,  and  the  pious  ar* 
dour  of  his  brother-in-law,  Charles  due  de  Lorraine. 

When  neither  Kiupcrli's  death,  nor  reports^  from  home,  could  flop 
the  lifted  fcymitar  wielded  by  ambitious  Mahomet,  their  ftiields  de- 
fended poor  Vienna  in  her  utmoft  danger,  as  once  Apollo  faved  the 
walls  of  Troy,  not  deftined  then  to  fall ;  and  the  preachers  in  their 
thankfgiving  fermons  took  for  text,  "  There  was  a  man  fcnt  from  God 
^*  whofe  name  was  John/*  To  quell  the  tumults  of  his  capital  the 
Grand  Signior  returned ;  but  returning,  not  viAorious,  the  Janiffaries, 
with  whom  he  had  never  been  a  favourite,  depofed  and  fliut  him  up 
in  his  feraglio,  whence  fliort-lived  Solyman  III.  was  fetched,  and  feated 
on  a  momentary  throne.  Achmet  11.  lafted  but  little  longer;  and 
Muftapha  11.  deiirous  to  die  in  battle  rather  than  by  poifon  or  the 
bow-ftring,  took  in  an  evil  hour  for  himfelf  the  field  againfl  prince 
Eugene,  who,  on  the  plains  of  Zentha,  left  twenty-two  thoufand  Turks 
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dead  round  their  emperor,  no  longer  able  to  renew  the  fight.  The 
peace  of  Carlowitz  and  his  difgrace  were  little  diftant  from  each  other; 
and  the  year  1 700  faw  Achmet  HI.  a  lefs  unfortunate  and  leis  unpo- 
pular fovcrcign,  lead  forth  his  armies  'gainft  the  Yellow  Klng^  for  {o  they 
llylcd  Peter  the  Great  in  Turkey.  Had  mankind  annexed  the  fame 
idea  to  this  appellation  as  we  do,  who  call  our  fuperannuated  fea  com* 
mandcrs  by  name  of  a  Yellow  Admiral^  I  know  not  why :  I^tcr  was  the 
laft  man  who  dcfcrvcd  it.  John  Cafimir  king  of  Poland,  was  in  that  fcnfc 
2itvu\y yellow  kmg,  who,  in  the  year  1(508,  deferted  his  country  and  go- 
vernment, after  the  example  of  Chriflina.  He  had  been  ajefuit,  and  Pope 
Innocent  complimented  him  with  a  cardinal's  hat,  but  he  chofe  Paris 
for  the  place  of  his  retreat,  not  Rome  ;  Louis  XIV.  delighting  to  ice 
the  fovercigns  of  England  and  Poland  under  his  prote<5lion,  gave  this  iba 
o{  Slgifniund  III.  by  Conftantia  of  Auftria,  Tabbaie  de  Saint  Gcr-* 
main,  where  the  {on  of  our  Charles  I.  had,  fome  years  afterwards,  a 
v^/^r/ appointed  him.  Cafimir  however,  was  nobler  minded  than  James 
who  could  not,  or  than  Chriftina,  who  would  not  rule  their  hereditary 
realms  in  peace  :  he  never  took  the  title  of  majefly  or  even  emincncCt 
but  was  called  Monficur  TAbb^  till  he  died.  The  Swedes  meantime, 
iVimulatcd  with,  the  dcfirc  of  rendering  their  names  illuftrious,  longed 
to  follow  the  tracks  traced  out  by  great  Guftavus.  Raynal  fays,  that 
the  houfes  of  confequcuce  throu^:;h()ut  the  whole  nation  were  hung 
■with  trophies.  Agriculture  after  OxenRiern's  death,  was  too  much 
nei;lecled  certainly  ;  and  I  fear  the  old  irothlck  fpirit  of  plunder  and  of 
rToving,  mingled  itfelf  with  ti.e  new  fpirit  of  colonizing,  and  of  trade. 
They  coimcded  thcmfcKcs  in  North  America  however,  nor  feems  that 
^n  unlikely  country  to  attract  their  attention,  but  we  hear  of  them  in 
.Perfia  too  under  the  rei'!;n  of  their  Charles  XL  whole  father  quarrcl- 
llnj]!;  with  gentle  Frederick  the  third,  his  neighbour,  on  account  of  fonic 
poiTcRions  b.e  knew  not,  I  beHcve,  the  geography  of;  followed  his  ill- 
-refilling  loc  almoU:  to  Copeuha;^en's  walls.  The  fvir-lamcd  Algernon 
Sydn:\v,  there  ftopt  war's  fires  in  this  ar<5tick  volcano's  eruption  for  a 

while. 


cir.xm.]  FROM  165a  TO  A.  D.  1700..  279 

while,  and  took  the  prey  out  of  Guftavus's  tecthv  commonly  called 
Charles  X. :  his  Icnfibility  increafcd  the  triumph  o(t\\c foi'd}juutfa'hi!s, 
who  faw  delighted  an  old  Vandal  chieftain  ftriiggling  under  the  ftrong 
gripe  of  a  young  commonivealth.  *^  And  muft  I  then  be  (faid  he) 
'^  prcfcribedto  by  parricides  and  pedlars  ?" — On  a  review  of  his  own 
fituation  *twa«  plain*  he  muft  be  fo  :  his  troops 'A-ere  all  inclofed  within 
an  ifland',  and  our  proteftor's  fleets  covered  the  fea.  A  fullen  peace 
was  the  immediate  confequence,  and  Sweden's  monarch  went  hira 
home  to  die.  His  fon»  Charles  XI;  loft  no  importance  among  his  con- 
temporary princes,  he  was  invited  to  fharc  the  advantages  of  a-conven* 
tioiv  called  the  triple  league  in  1603,  wliafc  time  Lewis  the  fourteenth 
who  had  run  over  Tranche  Comte  the  year  before,  accepted  that  . 
diftrift  with  Cambray,  Aix  and  St.  Omcr's  in  lieu  (as  he  called  it)  of 
the  Queen's  rights*  who  had,  in  eftcft,  no  rights,  becaufe  they  were  all 
forfeit  at  her  marriage.  Again,  when  the  peace  of  Ryfwick  w»  con- 
cluding, Charles  XI.  haftened  its  determinations ;  for  obferving  there 
our  exil'd  abdicated  James,  caballing  to  get  his  fecond  wife  fome  ftated 
proviiion,  "  Let  her>.  exclaimed  the  king  of  Sweden,  fuddcnly,  have 
'' her  own  jointure-paid  her  now  at  prefent,  her  hufband  is  dead  to 
*'  his  country.!'  This  fovereign  was  not  famous  for  his  courtcfy.  to 
queens — **  You  were  brought  hither,,  dame,  to  bring  us  children,  not 
*'  to  obtrude  advice,"  was  his  well-remembered  admonition  to  his  own. 
confopt,  Ulrica  Louiia;  yet  would  he  not  fufFer  her  brother,  duke  of 
Holftcin  Gottorp,  to  be  ill-ufcd  or  plundered  by  Chrifticrn  the  fifth;, 
although  he  fucceeded  to  a  throne  rendered  hereditary  by  the  attach* 
mcnt  of  his  fubjeds  to  his  mild  parent  and  predeceflbr  Frederick  II Fi. 
Such  a  prince  defervcd  fuch  a  fon  as  gentle  Ulrica  brought  him ; 
Gharles  XII.  to  whom  he  left  his  crown  in  1697  or  98,  clofe  on  the, 
new  century^ — he  left  him  with  that  crown  the  royal  lands,  whicK 
Ghriftina,  during  her  fliort  adminiftration^  had  pawned  for  money  to 
lavilh  upon  favourites.  The  exchange  of  fuch  a  ruler  for  her  couiin',. 
was  no  lofs  to  the  nation  file  defpifed,  where, .  though  improvemdMs 
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had  made  way  fo  rapidly,  that  Guftavus's  memoirs  make  frequent 
mention  of  his  coach:  the  ftate  of  witand  fmaH-taVk  which ^^  valued, 
certainly  muft  run  low.     For  if  we  rcfled:  that  even  Thuanus's  hiftory 
is  full  of  aftrological  and  incompetent  caufes  for  great  events  ;  if  Louis 
XIII.  had  been  furnamed  the  Ju/i^  only  becaufc  he  was  Lorn  under 
Libra  ;   and  if  a  man  in    l650   had  been  burned  for  a  wizard  at  le 
Chatclet,  merely  becaufe,  befidcs  the  ufual  buiinefs  tuff  the  Manege,  he 
liad  taught  a  horfc  to  play  tricks  like  thofe  ihewn  at  our  Circus  by  Mr. 
Aftlcy  every  day  ;  creeping  under  the  creature's  belly,  and  jumping  over 
hia  back  as  he  galloped  round  an  arena  :  hx  may  guefs  to  wliat  a  height 
fuperftition  and  fenfeleflhefs  could  be  carried  in  Sweden,  whence,  with 
the  impatience  of  a  wit  fhe  emigrated;  but  deeper  refcarch  might  pof- 
fibly  have  fhcwn  her,  that  a  mind  filled  "with  entertaining  literature 
only,  is  like  the  then  newly  difcovered  nations  where  gold  alone,  not  iron, 
was  tlic  produce.    There  is  a  tradition  among  the  Mandingo  blacks,  that 
^twas  for  their  preference   of  that  metal  they  were  punifhed  with 
ilavery:  but  the  time  was  faft  approaching,  wlien  eaftern  luxuries 
were  to  be  exchanged  for  northern  neceflaries,  and  the  charaAcrs  of 
different  climates  wxre  to  be  blended  into  each  other.     Things  were 
already  much  changed  fmce  ourtrountryman  Herbert,  who  travelled  to 
Perfia  and  India  about  1 028,  tells  of  the  Colio  or  Caliue,  meaning  coffee, 
with  amazement,  fays  Mahomet's  notion  of  it,  (ccms,  as  'twere,  a  liquor 
brewed  by  the  angel  Gabriel  for  increaic  of  ftrength  to  that  Arabian 
impoftor,  who,  when  he  drank  it,  was  able  to  unhorfe  forty  men :  but 
for  his  part,  (HerbrrfsJ  he  thinks  its  colour  fliews  of  the  Styglmi  hike. 
Sandys,  who  was  aforehand  with  this  traveller  fifteen  years,  thinks  it  a 
beverage  drawn  from  a  footy  berry  ;  but  fays  one  may  fwallow  it,  and 
perhaps  after  all  (adds  he)  it  may  be  the  Lacedemonian  hkick  broth,  or  of 
that  nature.     The  letters  Hogelianae  tell  wonders  of  a  clubbing  drink 
ufed  by  the  Turk  between  meals,  and  named  of  them  Kauphe,  not 
very  gttftful  to  the  palate  (fays  the  old  book)  but  excellent  to  quicken 
^yt^ht^   The  vizier  Kiupcrli  had  a  mind  to  get  it  prohibited  at  Con- 
'  ftantinoplc 
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ftantinople  in  Mahomet  the  fourth's  time,  when  the  houfes  people  met 
ta  drink  it  in,  were  obferred  fo  be  mirferics  of  fcdition.  His  projeA 
took  ho  effeA :  a  Muflulman  will  part  with  his  Ufc  rather  than  with 
the  two  great  fweeteners  of  it,  coffee  and  opium ;  the  firft  is  an  append- 
age to  Pairadiie  :  the  tree  of  perfeftioh  planted  in  that  garden,  promifed 
by  their  Prophet  to  their  followers,  fupplies  four  ceafelefs  flreams^ 
Unilk,  cahue,  honey,  and  frcih  water,  'Tis  worth  remark,  that  when 
thefc  cofFcd- houfes  werc>  by  a  revolutionary  difpofition  in  men's  minds,. 
Ihut  up  for  awhile,  at  leaft  in  the  metropolis  of  Turkey,  they  were 
opened  in  that  of  Great  Britain.  A  merchant,  named  Edwards,  re- 
turning from  the  Levant,  fet  up  his  Greek  fervant  in  one,  calling  it 
from  him  by  the  name  of  the  Grecian  coffee-houfe  in  1 652.  One  Jacob, 
a  Jew>  had  opened  a  room  at  Oxford  for  a  like  purpofe  a  year  and  half 
before ;  and  I  read  fomewhere  that  the  Rainbow  cofFee-houfe,  near 
Temple-bar,  was  reprefented  as  a  nuifancc  to  that  neighbourhood  in 
1657.  Moniieur  le  Mezieres  fays,  the  tree  is  originally  from  Ethiopia^ 
but  Mocha  is  the  place  whence  the  Venetians  and  other  traders  to  the 
eaft  import  it.  Colbert's  plan  of  trading  to  Madagafcar  for  gold  and 
filver,  though  well  imagined,  did  not  turn  to  account.  The  gold  was  only 
copper,  I  believe;  the  filver  retreated  before  the  miners,  and  left  them  in 
the  trad:  pointed  by  pale  arfenick,  which  precedes  in  general  the  approach 
to  that  valuable  metal.-  The ftubbed  four-foot  high  inhabitants  begged 
of  the  French  to  exorcife  the  gfw/Is,  by  which  tlicy  fancied  thcm- 
fclvcs  tormented,  but  finding  them  employed  in  fpeculations  of  a  dif- 
ferent nature,  killed,  or  drove  them  away,  and  contented  themfelves, 
as  before,  by  pulling  up  the  reeds  from  their  ftagnant  pools  of  half 
putrcfcent  water,  and  throwing  in  feed  of  rice.  'Tis  all  the  culture 
they  have  there  a  notion  of:  and  it  was  left  for  modern  French  men'si 
philofbphy  to  difcover  that  pric/i-craft  was  the  caufe  of  mifcry  in  an, 
inland  where  unafliflcd  ignorance,  and  uncontrouled  vice,  looked  in 
vain  towards  a  fea  covered  with  Chriflian  vefTcls  for  juflicc,  fcntimcnt,, 
or  information.  They  were  left  as  found  in  i  Gp7.  •  Qf  F^uropc's  flack- 
VoL.  IL  N  n  nefs. 
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ncfs,  however,  we  will  not  complain ;  fhc  produced  Bochart,  the  learned 
ind  pious  enquirer  into  all  that  can  corroborate  the  teilimonies  late  days 
give,  to  the  truth  of  our  earlieft  and  only  unerring  book,  the  Holy  Bible. 
His  Phaleg  and  Canaan,  his  Hierozoicon  did  not,  indeed,  powerfully  re* 
commend  him  to  Queen  Chriftina*s  court,  where  a  well-turned  compli- 
ment or  neatly  pointed  epigram,  was  more  prized  than  ufeful  know- 
ledge, aftuated  by  deep  and  ftrong  erudition  in  a  member  of  her  father*^ 
iaith :  yet  Bochart's  tale  of  the  Torpedo  has  been  confirmed  by  our  own 
ienfations;  and  Vaillant's  Giraffe  of  1790,  is  his  Camelopardalis,  who 
died  1OO8.  The  Sabbatical  river,  mentioned  by  Pliny  and  Jofephus, 
has  not  yet  re-appeared ;  I  know  not  whether  Bruce  had  read  of  it,  but 
whoever  does  read  the  writings  of  this  period  will  be  amazed  to  fee 
how  little  has  been  added  to  general  information  iince  Lobo  travelled 
and  Ludolphus  wrote.  That  the  Abyflinians  held  firm  the  religion  of 
Diofcorus,  patriarch  of  Alexandria,  who  promulgated  it  among  them 
in  the  year  517,  againft  the  Romanifts  who  endeavoured  to  bring  them 
forcibly  into  the  pale  about  168O,  we  all  know;  they  rciifted  the 
new  doftrines  as  they  called  them,  Purgatory,  Tranfubftantiation,  and 
Celibacy  of  their  Clergy,  with  violence,  and  drove  Alphonfo  Mendez 
from  their  court  and  country.  Portuguezc  miffionaries  had  better 
fuccefs  eaftward,  and  fuch  of  their  forts  and  iflands  which  have  fallen 
to  the  Dutch,  fays  Gordon,  who  was  himfclf  a  Calvinift,  have  loft  the 
good  notions  put  into  them  by  the  firft  named  Europeans  concerning 
Chriftian  obligation.  Among  the  Japaneie  fix  hundred  thoufand- 
fouls  once  profeiTed  our  faith  ;  I  think  in  the  year  1596,  in  the  courfe 
^  of  a  century,  not  one  dared  call  himfelf  a  Chriftian.  Ray nal  fays,  the , 
Philippine  iflands  have  been  cruelly  treated  by  Spain ;  and  the  old 
books  of  travels  do  tell  how  the  Hilanoones  (meaning  mountaineers) 
daily  encreafe   in  numbers   from   the    opprcffive  treatment   of  the 

• 

viceroy,  who  keeps  his  tyrannical  court  in  Luconia.  Of  the  Mogul^s 
empire  founded  by  Tamerlane,  which  attrads  the  RetroJpe£l  of  a 
trading  nation  chiefly  by  its  riches ;  that  of  a  learned  one,  chiefly  on 

account 
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account  of  its  natural,  not  its  political  hiftory  ;  little  can  be  told  here, 
and  in  that  little  fmall  intereft  can  be  taken,  though  the  province  of 
Agra  alone  is  faid  to  contain  forty  large  towns,  three  hundred  and 
forty  fmall  ones.     The  ftables  of  the  Emperor  at  Delhi,  his  horfes  fed 
with  bread  and  butter  and  fugar,  bowls  of  rice  milk,  &c. ;   the  {lately 
throne  under  which  he  himfelf  (ate,  under  a  canopy  fringed  with  pearl, 
.  and  fhaded  on  the  top  by  a  peacock's  tail,  large  as  life,  comppfed  all  of 
moft  precious  ftones,  imitating  in  colorifick  radiance  the  real  plumage 
of  a  bird  fo  beautiful,  fcrxes  to  allure  the  infant  ftudents  in  relative  geo-  - 
graphy ;  and  though  I  always  took  the  tale  to  be  in  Mandingo  language, 
tobauho  fonfikf  a  white  man's  lie,  yet  it  ufed  to  compenfate  me  for  the 
tafk  of  learning  what  delighted  the  fancy  lefs,  how  Timur  Beg,  or  Ta- 
merlane, made  a  lafling  impreffion  upon  the  country  in  1 393,  leaving  his 
own  defcendants  to  fuccced  him  :  they,  however,  fleeping  too  fbundly 
on  the  hereditary  throne,  Aurengzebc  murdered  and  exiled  all  pre- 
tenders but  himfclf»  andfeizing  the  dominion  by  force  in  1 005,  defired 
to  iucrcafe  and  extend  it  even   beyond  the  facred  Ganges :  that  this 
rough  conqueror  ihould  in  a  pathetick  difcourie  tranfmitted  as  original 
to  us  by  Bcmicr,  and  I  think  by  Pcre  Catrou  likewife,  lament  his  want 
of  education,  and  cameftly  intreat  his  fons  to  ftudy  and  obtain  know- 
ledge rather  than  power,  is  particularly  ftriking,  and  a  young  reader 
fails  not  to  wifh  fuch  a  prince  a  hiftorian,  fuch  as  Xenophon.     Shah 
AUum  however,  who  was  the  fucceffor,  was  not  of  his  father's  mind  : 
few  men  arc  ever  of  their  father's  mind,  when  that' mind  has  been 
inforced  with  pomp  of  counlcl,  and  oft-repeated  admonitions,  which 
difguft,  not  allure  vulgar  fouls*     Haifam  Shah,  Aurengzebe's  youngeft 
fon,   was  no  nearer  delighting  in  pacific  fpeculations  than  his  brother ; 
their  cruel  contefb  for  increafe  of  territory  difturbed  the  peaceful 
banks  of  that  pure  river  whore  on  its  verdant  flopes,  in  fbft  tranquillity, 
lit  the  Gentoo  tribes,  truly  innocuous,  well  meriting  an  unmolefted 
courfe  of  that  longevity  they  never  (horten  in  another  creature,  whilft 
from  perfuaiion  of  metcmpfycholis  nothing  is  killed  by  them,  who 

N  n  2  harmlessly 
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iiarmlcfbly  permit  each  animal  its  own  mode  of  enjoyment,  refolute  to 
dcftroy  none  :  and  happy  in  their  ignorance  of  the  new  philofophy, 
which,  by  exalting  vegetables  to  life,  love,  and  fentiment,  would  take 
from  thefe  poor  Brachmans  even  their  prefent  fubfiftence,  and  fright 
them  from  plucking  oiF  a  lettuce  leaf,  left  the  pale  blood  (hould, 
flowing  from  the  wound,  reproach  their  gentle  fouls  with  harlhnefs, 
and  ftain  their  charafters  with  cruelty.  Thefe  Banians  really  live  like 
Gideon's  fleece,  moiftened  by  dew  of  heaven,  as  it  appears,  whilft  all 
around  is  drought  of  every  virtue :  and  it  ihould  feem  that  arms  of 
fwift  deftrucftion,  even  gun- powder,  was  known  among  this  neighbour- 
hood before  we  Europeans  had  the  ufe  on't.  Something  there  furely 
muft  have  been  to  defend  the  tributary  kings  of  Ava  and  Pegd,  whofe 
feven  idols,  all  of  folid  gold,  whofe  large  black  ftonc,  like  that  adored 
by  Hcliogabalus,  with  two  enormous  diamonds  ftuck  for  eyes,  would 
not  long  keep  from  England's  bank,  I  fancy,  or  that  of  Amfterdam,  if 
the  dull  fovercign  did  really  fit  as  it's  fuppofed,  like  Dalay  Lama  in 
Thibet,  rcgardlcfs  of  what  paflTes  all  around  him.  Certain  it  is,  that 
the  Mogul's  empire  owes  much  of  its  degradation  to  that  folly  of 
committing  vaft  provinces  to  omrahs,  rajahs,  and  nabobs,  who  fought, 
and  traded  ;  and  robbed  their  mafter,  and  enriched  his  foes,  and  daily 
undermined  his  territory,  which  we  muft  quit  when  Thamas  Kouli 
Khan,  great  reprefentative  of  the  Sophies,  though  taking  the  modcft 
title  of  Nadir  Shah,  rofe  to  the  zenith  of  renown,  juft  at  the  century's 
clofe,  by  a  bold  irruption  into  the  very  heart  of  Hindoftan  with  fixty 
thoufand  troops :  he  was  a  Chriftian  of  St.  Thomas,  who  planted  our 
religion  throughout  Perfia,  and  his  very  name  imports  it ;  but  the  ill 
underftood  devotion  of  his  country  w^s  mingled  in  his  much- corrupted 
faith.  The  rebellion  he  headed  againft  tyrant  SefFrc  will  be  forgiven 
him,  when  we  have  read  that  'twas  that  fiend's  amufement  to  pluck 
the  eyes  out  both  of  men  and  women  with  his  own  hands,  when  in- 
toxicated with  opium,  fwearing  he  preferred  that  fport  to  the  beft 
flicrbet :  and  had  Prince  Thamas  executed  heaven's  vengeance  mildly ^ 

all 
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.  all  would  liavc  agi?eed  that.it  "^^sjiz/Hy  dcfne.5  his<:bndu<ft,  winch  at  firft 
was  greatly  efteemed,  changed  howcvier-in  To  ih'ange  a  mamier,  that  at 
was  faid  he  was  not  the  Sophy  of  Pcrfia,  but  axi  impoftor,-Nadir  Shah  by 
name;  wiio  killed  the  Chi:iftiwi,.and  aflumed  his  iiQmina]  diftind-ion  : 
A  new  Smcrdis,  come  again  to  proye  that  eveb  in  the  year.  1 700  qfter 
our '  redctnption,  the  felf-fame  tricks  were  play*d,  and  in  the  fclf- 
famei  places  too,  that  had  amufed  mankind  five  hundred  and  twenty 
years  befote  it.  A  ftranger  thing  even  than  fhts  is,  oUr  prefent  notion  of 
all  riches  returning  to  this  continent,  where  it  waS  fifft  found,  a  notion 
ilarted  firft  in  France,  antf  which  gains  on  the  world  exceedingly. 
Guthrie  fays,  that  Kouli  Khan'«  booty  of  inimenfe  treafure  (the  peacock 
in  coloured  gems  among  the  reftj  never  left  India  :  Raynal  believes  it 
was  buried  under  ground,  but  th^t  coxnn>erce  has  carried  much  of  the 
two  hnndr^d  millipn/s  to  Europe :  he  thinks,- indeed,  that  the  American 
gold  and  filver,  after  making  many  circuits^  and  dividing  itfelf  in  many 
channels,  fettles  at  laft  under  the  rifing  fun ;  certain  it  is,  that  the 
Spaniards  are  obliged  to  negleA  their  richeft  mines  in  South  .America 
of  late,  left  money  Ihould  lofe  in  value ;  and  the  comnaercial  philosophers 
who  purfue  this  fpeculation  now,  {ay  boldly,  that  if  ever  the  wealth 
of  Potofi  were  to  be  eihaufted,  we  muft  look  for  it  on  the  coaft  of 
^lalabar.  It  was  for  Afia  then  that  Mexico  was  plundered,  and  the 
wealth  of  Peru  palling  through  Spain,  Holland,  England,  &c.  is  deftined 
to  be  buried  under  ground  by  Banians,  who  conlidering  it,  fcarcc,  un- 
juftly,  as  poifon  to  the  peace  and  welfare  of  humanity,  dig  holes  for 
all  they  can  lay  hold  on.  From  them  will  we  crofs  over,  but  not  by  the 
little  narrow  ftrait  late  times  difcovered  ;  and  turn  our  retro/pe^i'we  tube 
to  coarfer  life,  lea^ving  the  Faquirs  who  pierce  their  flefh  to  purcbafe 
Heaven,  and  hurl  themfelves  from  high  pagodas,  where  females  ftruggle 
for  the  glorious  privilege  of  dying  with  a, man  they  never  loved,  to 
the  hard  favage  of  Canadian  fnows ;  w^hcre  the  five  Indian  nations, 
fullen  and  taciturn,  pra<ftife  no  cruelties, upon  them/elves^  untaught  the 
artificial  paflions,  which  add  weight  ta  the  burden  life  is  born  to  bear. 

Grieving 
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perhaps  ibiniC'MooTilh,  and  Arabian  drcffcs  heaped  on  them  added  to  their 

incnn?ruitv^:    Theie  had. Cervantes, hooted  froai  our  (helves; 'and ,//w 

borik,  whUc  I'm  writin^^ibeft  preferves  the  meraory  of  what  he  madQ 

ridiculous:  they  are  ja-efcrvcd  in  amhcr,  a'prodiiiftiont  cnwrfh  Uk^  bk 

own>. Halting  finguiar  and. conttadiAory  <juiilities.  •  The  guift;of  .a  tree 

hardened^ by, the  fun,!  purified  by  the  feajand  wafted  "byt  tlifi  vyaf^s,  is 

amber; .  wJito.analyf^d  the-  chertoilb  find,  it  to  confcaint  vegetable  oil; 

hut. a  harlh  mineral  ucid-  ./Tis  thus  that  ifeadiftg  Don  QvuxOte  yfe 

may  find  light  huropUT,  fevexe '  ftrokes  ofc'  latirical  wit,  wife  precepts: 

from  a  madman's  mouth,  yet  all  in  fuch  fine  harmony  of  chara(fter, 

that  every    mind  plays  tr.uant  with  his  tales,  and  Retrojpe&lon  s  felf 

turns  back  to  praifc  him.    Spam  did  indeed  in  that  one  fole  produdion 

exhauft  all  her  pcrwcJrs  ;  for  like  the  queen  ant  ambng  the.  termitesr 

bdlicofi — that  namonalfliie  fwxlled  and  filled  //i^/rdocmxiioiifl,  while  ours 

produced  MHtan,  whofe  fame  hasf  gone  forward,  enlai^ing  m  fizc  and. 

rifmg  in  ifublimity,  li^c  the  fabled  goddefs .  fuig  by  Vitgil  (aot  hA 

liiperior),  till  in  thefe  times^  diilant  almofttwo  centuries  fjom  that  he. 

lived  in,  his  nobleft  panegyrift,  Samuel  Johnfon,.  foarsiinto  praife  o£ 

him  fo  lofty  and  fo  radiant,  no  other  reputation  could  fupport,  no  minor. 

merit  vindicate,  a  daim  to  fuch  fupcrb  eulogiura. :  After.thefecxKiriers. 

for  renown's  green  laurel,  but  far!  how  far  hcyood  ithc  diftance  pofti; 

Cowley  and  Waller  come,  as  after  Childers,  Jiifon  or  Eclipfe,  a  finiihed; 

pair  of  high-drcfs'd  gennets  from  the  manege,  graceful  and  fniQOth>. 

expert,  and  elegant,  gay-coloured  and  well  bred :— -Rough  Butler  too, 

whofe  wit  and  fparkling  intelligence,  uttered  by  a  grotefquc .  figure, 

fuch  as  the  maiks  prefixed  to  Terence's  comedies,  fiiil  not  their  fitft* 

aifault  upon  a  reader's  mind,  who  feels  fmaJl  appetite  indeed  to  come* 

again,  where  olives  and  caviare,  mangoes  and  hjc^  caihu  Quts  form  thp 

treat,  long-kept  Stilton  cheefe  ferves  a3  the  fole  de£h%     But  Dryd.cO' 

ends  our  lift  of  firft-rate  poets,  who  lived  and  died  with  the  ii^JtccxUhi 

century :  Dryden,  who  gives  to  our  mental  digcftipq/noore  pondcrousj 

food  than  this^  and  fearches  every  fciencc,  pYfiiy  -?]crn!gnt,  fojf  injageiy.i 

to 
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to  Qtitertain  ^ie  faculties  in .  lu$  xaukn  which  he  appears  to  fancy 
equal  with  kis  own :  ib  exquifite  is  iKis  profe^  we  wiih  he  never  had 
been  kd  to  lofie  his  time  19  ;mea(fun^g  quantities  and  feekin^  iylla* 
hies :  fo  admirable  rhis  poeti^^  we  hate  to  think  that  pxofe  ibould  in* 
.terfere,  and^ob  us  of  his  flights. 

Shake^ar*s  Fl^zcl  to .  Perdita^  t V  enamoured  looker  jqct 

^ks  br<;^  ibrth'-^ 


What  you  dp,  fweet ! 


Still  better  what  is  done :  for  when  youipeak 
•r<i  have  you  <io  it  ever ;  when  you  iing, 
I'd  have  you  buy  aod  fell  To,  fo  give  ahns : 
Jray  fo,  and  for  the  prdering  yoyr  affairs 
To  fing  them  too.     When  you  do  dance,  I  wifli  yoa 
A  wave  o'  th'  fea,  that  you  might  ever  do 
Nothing  hut  tAat ;  move  ftill,  ftiU  fo. 
And  own  no  other  funAion. 

But  not  thofe  only  who  couW  gladden  life  w^re  at  this  period  the 
boaft  of  Britain,  Harvey  and  Sydenham  knew  how  to  prolong  it, 
turning  America's  rich  produce  to  ^account,  whence  bark,  the  great 
reftorative,  was  brought ;  and  rnK>oth  as  even  Waller's  verfes  flowed, 
the  lalutary  oleum  palma  Chrtftu  The  pine-apple,  afterwards  fold  in 
wheel-barrows  about  the  ftreets  of  London,  was  brought  thither  from 
Holland  within  the  period  under  revival.  Sir  Matthew  Decker  was 
the  man  who  added  that  luxury  to  our  tables :  the  old  travel  books  of 
1628,  mention  it  under  the  name  ananas  ;^^/  to  favour ^  hut  of  a 
rough  rlndy  and  JkaJee.  Vanilla  feems  to  have  never  familiarized  itfelf 
among  us ;  we  ufe  it  only  to  perfume  fine  chocolate :  'tis  truly  an 
ivy 9  and  clings  yet  to  its  old  habitation,  dcfpifing  a  new-built  walk 
Xalapa,  originally  theMoorilh  name  of  a  town  in  Old  Spain,  carried  over 
to  South  America,  now  gives  appellation  to  the  Mexican  convolvulus, 
beautiful  in  its  colour,  and  of  a  clafping  genius,  known  to  the  apothe- 
caries in  .England  as  a  ufeful  purgative,  and  called  jalap ;  but  cochineal 
the  infcft,  and  cochineal  the  Ihrub,  to  which  we  owe  the  brilliant 
Vol.  II.  O  o  '  red 
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red  that  dyes  our  ftufFs,  and  heightens  the  painter  s  powers,  lives  chiefly 

near  the  gulph  of  Honduras  I  unfathomable  waters.  Fondos  or  Hondor, 

whence  Honduras.     By  names  of  places  we  indeed  heft  trace  how  far 

the  French,  and  where  the  Spaniards  and  Engliih,  have  penetrated : 

Boca  de  la  Maddalena,  Ifle  Santanilla,  &c.  Cape  Francois,  Vingt- 

une,  Watling  Iflahd,  and  Rum  Key.     Labat  was  miffionary  in  the 

days  we  fpeak  of;  what  he  then  told  and  afterwards  wrote,  has  never 

been   contradifted.     Pontanus,  who  edited  and  correfted  Cluvcrius, 

died  1 650,  1  believe,  but  not  till  he  had  added  much  to  the  general 

ftock  of  ancient  and  northern  geography,     I  fuipeft  him  to  be  author 

of  fome  Latin  lines  which  I  have  read,  but  cannot  find  this  moment ; 

of  which  the  following  is  a  tranflation  equally  unknown  to  me,  and 

quoted  but  by  memory : 

Mark  how  the  fmitfui  Danube  flows, 

Realms  and  religions  parting, 
A  friend  to  all  true  Chriftian  foes, 

To  Peter,  Jack,  and  Mardn.^ 
Now  Proteftant,  and  Papift  now. 

And  fometimes  both  or  either. 
At  length  an  infidel  does  grow, 

And  ends  hi»  journey  neither: 
So  have  I  feen  foine  youth  fet  out. 

Half  Proteftant  half  Papift ; 
And  wandering  long  the  world  about. 
Some  new  religion  to  find  out. 

Turn  Infidel  or  AtheifV. 

Pontanus  had  better  have  held  clofe  to  learning,  and  let  attempts  at 
wit  quite  alone :  having  thought  it  a  clever  thing  to  fend  a  verfe 
enigma  to  Schrevcrius  enquiring  of  his  friend  what  that  could  be 
which  would  grow  greater  in  proportion  as  you  took  ibmething  from 
It  every  day?  Schrevcrius  wrote  him  word,  Pontano  demos  carmina,  major 
erit,  that  it  was  Pontanus ;  from  whom  if  you  took  all  his  poetry,  he 
would  be  greater  than  he  was  before.  To  a  writer  who  collefted 
the  lives  of  ladies  illuftrious  for  their  virtue  and  literary  acquirements, 
we  ought  to  wifh  gentler  treatment.     Meantime  France  no  more 

looked 
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looked  out  for  anagram  and  enigma ;  the  time  was  paft  when  Racan  and 
Malherbe  diverted  themfelves  a  whole  evening  in  making  out  Greek 
names  by  which  to  cdebrat-e  their  fai-orite  females,  both  of  which 
happened  to  be  called  plain  Catherine,  from  whence  Malherbe  drew 
Arthenice ;  'tis  faid,  Racan  took  Erafthine,  having  firft  enquired  of  his 
mafter  whether  it  would  do  or  no.     Madcmoifelle  de  Goumai  had 
led  the  way,  and  Tannequi  ic  Fevre  having  loft  his  fon,  a  prodigy  of 
learning  at  eleven  years  old ;  delighted  to  fink  his  own  name  in  that 
of  a  daughter,  whofc  erudition  was  admired  by  the  cerck  des  Jfavants 
who  frequented  her  father's  houfe.     Chriftina  heard  of  her  eminence, 
and  wrote  her  a  letter  exprefling  the  eameft  deiire  Ihe  felt  of  converfing 
with  fo  extraordinary  a  lady,  and  of  hearing  that  flie  had  quitted  the 
Proteftants,  for  whofe  Ibciety  flie  was  too  excellent,  &c.     Louis  XIV* 
who  loved  not  literary  accompliihments  ki  women,  gave  her  how- 
ever to  unde]:Aand  through  hi$   emiflaries,   that  fome  favour  might 
be  gained  by  changing  her  religious  opinions,  and  Madcmoifelle  Ic 
Fevre  would  have  liftened  more  readily  to  thefe  overtures,  ^twas  faid, 
had  not  young  Dacier,  who  was  juft  then  refufed  by  the  famous  Dc 
Launai,  afterwards  Madame  Staal,  becaufe  he  w^  a  Lutheran,  ap- 
plied to  Tannequi  iot  inftruftion,  and  found  his  way  to  fair  Anna's 
heart.     They  married,  but  the  lady  made  ufc  o(  all  her  influence  in 
turning  her  hufband  from  the  way  of  truth  and  of  their  fathers :  they 
retired  to  ftudy  the  evidences  as  Ihe  faid,  the  allurements  rather  of  Ro- 
manifm,  and  they  came  out  to  abjure  their  old  opinions  as  heretical, 
and  to  coniidcr  thofe  who  profeffed  them  as  accurfed.     That  tafk  per- 
formed, Dacier  was  liberally  penfioned  for  his  hiftory  of  medals,  was 
made  the  King's  librarian,  &c.  while  his  wife  contributed  the  Florus  in 
tifum  Delphim. 

With  fucli  fmooth  looks  and  many  a  tuneful  word. 
The  firft  fair  Ihe  beguiJ*d  her  eafy  lord : 
Too  blind  with  wit  and  beautv  to  beware. 
He  fell  unthiaking  in  the  fatal  fnave,  &c. 

O  o  2  They 
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They  had  no  children  howcrcr,  except  their  works,  acnd  when  tequcftccl 
to  write  ill  favour  of  Popery,  wife  Madame  Dacier  fteadi)y  rcfufed  ; 
but  whilft  Maintenon  and  herfelf  quitted  the  unfaftiioriable  fide  of  the 
queftion,  and  hafted  to  enlift  in  the  coritrary  party,  Perc  Hardoiiin  ap- 
pears to  have  had  an  honeft  terror  feize  upon  his  foul  left  Chriftianity 
itjelf  were  in  danger :  much  of  what  he  then  faid  has  certainly  fince: 
come  clearly  to  pafs ;  and  I  am  partly  of  his  mind,  that  he  did  not  rife 
every  morning  for  fifteen  years  together  at  four  o'clock  to  find  out 
nothing  that  his  neighbours  did  not  know ;  he  feems  to  have  known 
that  there  was  an  extenfive  plot  laid  even  then  for  purpofc  of  fhaking 
our  holy  religion  to  its  foundations,  and  fb  there  certainly  was,  and 
he  perhaps  might  have  impeded  its  progreis,  had  he  not  aflerted  pro- 
pofitions  wholly  untenable  concerning  the  claflical  books  fo  long  re* 
vered,  condemning  them  all  as  irixpoflures.  To  this  error  k  docs  not 
appear  indeed  that  he  wa^  led  by  any  vain-glorioxis  hurnour  of  his  own> 
or  defire  of  novelty,  but  a  firm  perfuafion  of  the  church's  infidlibility 
and  incapacity  of  miftake,  for  from  his  notion  that  whoever  was  ca* 
nonized  mufl  be  of  neceflSty  a  faint,  fecmcd  to  proceed  all  the  reft  of 
the  confequences.  He  was  however  treated  as  a  vifionary  pJein  de  chi^ 
merh,  qui  ne  vort  que  Sathees  par  tout :  and  Vertet,  a  Proteftant  mi* 
nifter  at  Geneva,  made  his  epitaph  to  the  delight  of  Jefuits  and  Janfe* 
nifls  and  all — 'tis  too  long  to  tranflate  as  wcU  as  tranfcribe. 

In  expci^atione  judicii- 

Hie  jacct 

Hominum  Pardoxaotatos 

Natione  Gallus,  Religione  Romanus^. 

Orbis  Littcrati  portentum, 

Vencrandae  Antiquitatis  cultor  et  deftru<5lor,, 

DoiSlc  febricitans 
Somnia  et  Inaudita  commenta  vigilans  edidit 

Scepticum  pie  egit, 
Credulitatc  puer,  aadaciA  Juvenis,  deliriis  fenex. 

France 
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France  did  at  this  her  fcaibn  of  renown  teem  with  wit,  worth,  and 
genius ;  we  left  old  Lewis  furrounded  by  his  flatterers,  who  celebrated, 
recorded,  or  collefted  the  works  of  thofe  that  did  record  and  celebrate 
his  golden  day  :  Brayere,  Bouhours,  Boileau,  Bofluet„  Cbrneille,  Racine, 
Menage,  and  Icail  forgotten  La  Fontaine  perhaps,  but  every  one  would  be 
a  helej^rtt\  Dumay,  the  famous  confeiller  de  Paris,  who  had  been  brought 
tip  to  a  paftoral  life  in  a  diftant  province,  and  who  had  realized  a  great 
eftate  by  ftudy  of  the  law,  made  himfelf  fo  famous  for  his  verfcs,  boa 
mots,  &c.  that  Menage  wrote  thefe  lines  upon  his  tomb. 

De  rilloftre  Dumay  dont  tu  vois  le  tombeau, 

Paflant  I  revere  ici  la  cendre ; 
Dijon  quoique  Tbouloufe  eut  le  droit  d'y  prctcndre 

Ea  fut  le  glorieux  berceau  : 
L'Oufe  fur  fa  rive  tranquille 
En  a  longtems  ouJf  les  vcr^  charmants  et  doux. 
La  Garonne  en  con9ut  un  envieux^  courroux, 

£t  du  terns  ipeme  de  Virgile, 

Le  Tibre  en  eut  etc  jaloux. 

His  native  river  now  no  more 

.Shall  liften  as  it  flows, 
Dumay  lies  buried  on  our  fhore. 

Far  from  his  favorite  Oufc  ; 
The  Garonne  }ealou«  of  fuch  lays, 

Her  envious  head  withdrew; 
And  Tyb^r,  even  in  Virgil's  days, 
«  ^  Might  have  been  jealous  too. 

While  then  Pouffin's  fame,  never  extinft,  called  after  him^  but  at  an  aw- 
ful diftance,  Sebaftian  Bourdon,  Le  Brun,  Mignard  and  Jouvenct ;  and^ 
while  Claude  Gelec,  driven  from  a  paftry-cook's  Ihop  at  Nancy  for 
imbecillity,  died  at  Rome,  leaving  his  own  country  immortalized  by  his 
appellation,  Claude  de  Lorraine;  ffourilhed  at  fair  Ancona,  Carlo  Maratti, 
kft  of  Italian  painters  Worth  the  naming..  That  fwcctly- glowing  tint, 
that  outline  loft  in  rotundity,  the  fine  contomo  and  well  managed 

groupe 
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groupc  fo  long  the  boaft  of  Rome,  were  fled  to  Flanders,  whence  Van- 
dyck  and  Rubens  brought  them  to  Great  Britain,  and  with  them  Sir 
Chriftopher  Wren  co-operating,  tried  to  eftablifh  the  fine  arts  in 
England,  where  Sir  Jofiab  Child  tells  us,  with  truth  no  doubt,  that  in 
the  year  1088  more  men  walked  the  Ejcchange  who  pofleflcd  10,000l. 
than  tliere  were  men  who  poflefTcd  1  oool.  thirty  years  before  ;  a  ra- 
pidity in  the  proud  ftrcam  of  general  opulence  not  to  be  be  credited 
but  from  fuch  authority.  If  it  be  equally  true  what  Hume  fays,  that 
a  young  gentlewoman  thought  herfelf  well  clothed  and  happy  in  a 
good  ferge  gown  about  A.  D.  l05O ;  and  that  in  1088  her  daughter's 
chambermaid  would  not  have  worne  one  like  it,  we  may  fee  the  dif- 
tant  provinces  kept  pace  in  due  proportion  with  the  capital :  it  was  in 
iG/O,  I  believe,  that  a  board  of  trade  firfl:  became  neceiTary  in  our 
nation,  and  the  earlieft  American  convention  bears  nearly  the  fame 
^ate,  when  Spain  and  England  flruck  the  limits  of  their  refpedlive 
4:olonies ;  but  the  firfl  Chriflian  treaty  the  Chinefe  made  was  with 
RulTia.  With  this  progrefs  of  riches,  luxuries,  and  focial  intercourfe, 
fome  individuals  were  even  yet  ill-pleafed,  Whilfl  every  other  pen 
was  praifmg  the  joyful  days  of  Louis  XIV.  Monfieur  de  Valois  faid, 
^'  The  people  are  turned  fools,  and  Paris  is  no  longer  what  it  was  ;  one 
*'  cannot  walk  the  flrcets  for  carriages,  hi  my  tme,  there  were  but 
"  three  coaches  in  all  the  town  ;  one  belonged  to  Queen  Catherine  dc 
Medicis,  one  to  Diana  d'Angoulefme,  princefs  of  France,  and  the 
other  to  Chriftopher  de  Thou,  prcfidentof  the  parliament,  who  was 
*'  grown  gouty,  and  could  no  longer  fit  upon  his  mule :  but  now  each 
'*  paltry  fellow  fets  up  his  equipage,  and  covers  his  mean  birth  by  fplcn- 
*'  did  drcfs,  forgetting  the  hon  vicux  tempsT  Valefius  who  edited  *m 
1034,  Examples  of  Vice  and  Virtue,  written  by  the  Greek  Emperor 
Conflantine  Porphyrogenitus,  a  fort  of  fcleftae,  fcems  like  Pere  Har- 
doiiin  to  have  had  fome  notion  that  all  thefe  later  improvements  tended 
but  little  to  promote  religion  or  morality,  although  well  planted  fci- 
cncc  put  forth  frefh  ramifications  daily  in  every  country  ;  and  mechanic 

arts 
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arts  arrived  almofl:  at  perfcftion  in  ours,  patronized  by  Boyle,  who 
might  have  been  himfelf  a  profeflbr,  yet  filled  as  it  Ihould  feem  with 
the  fame  falutary  dread  of  atheiftic  infolence,  he  left  a  legacy  to  keep 
its  poifon  down  by  antidote ;  and  while  the  fublime  genius  of  im- 
mortal Newton  hovered  with  angels'  wings  over  the  high-grown  tree, 
pointing  its  loftieft  afpirations  up  to  heaven,  and  confecrating  know- 
ledge to  the  praife  of  its  Creator ;  Dear  Fenelon  devoted  his  branch  of 
it  to  the  free  benefit  of  his  fellow  creatures ;  a  friend  to  whom,  he 
ftrove  to  educate  in  the  young  heir  of  France,  fon  to  the  then  dead 
Dauphin,  for  whofc  ufe  immortal  Telemaquc  was  written,  and  com- 
pofed  with  language  equal  to  the  fentiments,  pure  although  free,  and 
wife  although  poetical :  for  him  how  willingly  would  RetroJpeSilon 
wait,  could  we  find  praife,  as  he  found  merit  eaiy ;  but  Qamhray  for 
his  pancgyrift  (hould  have  Addifon. 

Turn  primutn  radiis  gelidi  caluere  triones; 

and  the  frozen  north  felt  the  dcfire  of  foftening  her  fevcrity  by  learn- 
ing's gentle  influence.  The  Mufcovites,  after  they  had  for  many  years 
been  governed  by  a  divifion  in  their  monarchy  of  two  brothers  and  a 
fifter,  dropt  at  the  century's  clofe  into  the  hands  of  one  fole  Emperor  or 
Cafar — Ctzar.  He  joined  with  Leopold  againft  the  Turks,  and  pofleiT- 
ing  himfelf  of  Azoph,  faftened  his  forces  upon  the  banks  of  their  Black 
Sea,  reminding  them  of  the  red  apple,  which  they  now  began  once  more 
to  recolleft,  calling  Peter  the  Orange  Tawney,  or  Yellow  King ;  this 
brought  to  mind  in  many  thinking  men,  a  fancy  that  the  Ottomans, 
once  fo  formidable,  had  pafled  the  acme  of  their  power,-  and  our  €or>- 
temporary,  Eton,  fays,  **  it  ended  when  the  Vizier  Kiuperli  breathed 
"  his  laft."  Dr.  Lloyd  wrote  a  book  upon  the  fubjeft  then,  filled  with 
many  well-ftudied  calculations,  and  Peter  the  Ctzar  who  had  no  learn- 
ing at  all,  and  fcarce  could  calculate  a  fum  in  fimple  addition,  was 
looked  up  to  as  the  future  deftroyer  of  Mahometanifm  in  Europe. 
Bumet  we  will  own  cxpreffes  (bme  contempt  towards  him.     *'  He 

••  is 
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"  is  come  hither,"  iays  the  biihop,  ^'  to  pradife  and  to  fee  what  his 
'*  genius Jhall  he  capable  to  rife  up  /(?/'  Thcfe  are  the  words,  but  Burnet 
was  accuftomed  chiefly  to  court  manners,  and  could  not  fee  the  fove- 
reiga  through  the  favage.  That  a  hard-handed  fellow,  uncouth  in 
appearance,  and  working  in  our  docks  as  afhip  carpenter,  Ihould  de- 
iire  to  pollfh  and  refine  his  people,  and  that  he  Ihould  take  that  me- 
thod of  accompliftiing  his  purpofc,  was  doubtlefs  difficult  enough  to 
conceive,  almoft  impoflible  to  execute ;  but  God,  whofc  providence 
the  elegant  author  deprecates  when  he  obferves  fo  large  a  portion  of 
mankind  committed  to  the  care  of  rugged  Peter,  put  away  the  pleaf- 
ing  Prince  John  Sobiefky,  who  outlived  his  renown  for  wifdom, 
virtue,  and  valour,  and  died  defpifed  by  ail  in  lOu7-  Whilft  in  two 
years  more  the  Swedifli  hero,  Charles,  fet  his  own  crown  upon  his 
own  head,  fbon  as  his  gallant  father  was  expired,  and  begun  treating 
the  world  with  little  ceremony,  as  he  determined  fbon  to  teach  it  a 
pcrfciS  and  obfequious  fubmiffion. 

The  birth  of  a  new  kingdom  likewifc  was  at  hand,  and.the  old  houie 
of  Hohcnzollen  felt  the  wifli  to  change  its  rank  among  German 
leaders ;  afluming  the  title  of  King  over  Pruffia ;  its  nafcent  import- 
ance has  been  happily  tranfmitted  to  us  by  the  great  defcendant  of 
this  great  eledlor  Frederick  de  Brandcnburgh,  who  having  caught 
the  univerfal  panick  concerning  the  univcrfdl  monarchy  aimed  at  by 
Louis  XIV.,  enter'd  with  willingnefs  into  the  league  againft  him.  Of 
that  rich  Ihcaf  our  William  was  the  bandage  and  tie ;  he  too  had  been 
lately  exalted  from  Stadtholdcr  in  one  country  to  Kingfliip  in  ano- 
ther ;  "  but  'twas  the  moment,"  iays  the  royal  author  juft  mentioned, 
**  for  princes  to  bud  out  and  difclofe  themfelves  ;"  he  might  have 
added  that  they  budded  out  at  a  wrong  time  of  year,  like  apple 
bloflbms  gracing  fometimcs  with  barren  beauty,  Oftobcr  or  November. 
Pruffia  being  itfelf  little  beyond  a  defert  watered  by  blood  of  heroes 
in  the  conteft  between  Guftavus  Adolphus  and  the  Imperial  generals 
Tilly  and  Pappenheim ;  Europe  faw  it  claimed  with  lefs  averfion ; 

Leopold 
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Leopold  was  not  unwilling  to  acknowledge  any  prince  who  would 
lend  him  one  thoufand  men  to  fight  againft  France,  Auguftus  of 
Saxony,  eager  to  lecure  Poland,  made  no  objection :  and  William 
cared  not  much  what  price  was  paid,  when  a  new  enemy  to  old 
Louis  was  to  be  the  purchale.  Charles  of  Sweden  meant  to  poflefe 
the  whole :  a  wolf  counts  not  the  Iheep  nor  liftens  to  their  names  ;  he 
laughed  to  fee  a  new  throne  eredled  only  for  his  amufcment  to  pull 
down :  but  though  poffeflcd  of  one  raft  projeft,  his  head  contained  no 
fubordinate  plans  which  might  bring  it  to  bear.  Impulfe  and  energy 
were  the  fole  auxiliaries  fought  by  that  hot-^headed  champion,  thslt 
prize-fighter  in  the  vaft  arena  of  the  world,  which  had  not  been  tra- 
verfed  with  more  rapid,  more  reftlels  vehemence  fince  RetroJpeSiion  firft 
prefented  it  to  view.  His  exploits  muft  lend  fire  to  out  future  chapters 
though  ;  for  the  year  1 700  left  him  brandifliing  his  weapons  around, 
as  a  ftag  in  a  foreft  iharpcns  his  homs,  for  the  purpofe  oi  running  at, 
Jie  cares  not  who. 
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CHAP.  XIV. 


SPAIN,  PORTUGAL,  GERMANY,  HOLLAND,  AND  GREAT 

BRITAIN,  FROM  i05o  TO  1700. 

THE  twelfth  chapter  of  this  fwiftly-flown  l^troJ^eSl  quitted  Louis 
XIV.  when,  like  a  moli-grown  tree,  he  fpread  his  arms  abroad,  but 
fprouted  out  no  more ;  while  lichens  covered  the  root  with  leathery  ob- 
ftruAions,  and  every  parafitical  plant  fucked  up  his  moifture,  preventing 
further  progrefs  of  his  powers,  and  twitting  round  his  trunk  their  hinder- 
ing obfcquioufnefs;  yet  he  expe<Jled  to  revive  again,  if  once  unhappy 
Charles  of  Spain  would  die,  and  leave  him  room  for  new  expaniion  : — 
That  wretched  prince,  twice  married,  and  ftill  miserable  in  having  no  fon 
to  fucceed  him,  had  chofen  to  adopt  the  fbn  of  the  eleftor  of  Bavaria,  and 
Kts  death  put  all  Europe  in  confufion,  till  on  the  teftamcnt  of  this  poor 
Spanifli  monarch,  the  world  fcemed  well-refolved  to  wait  no  longer  ; 
fo  that  by  an  aft  of  unexampled  infolcnce  they  divided  his  poflcflions 
tytxa  before  his  death,  by  the  memorable  Partition  Treaty.  Indignation 
at  feeing  himfelf  fo  treated,  hailenedthe  end  of  a  life  remarkable  in  no 
fenfc,  but  that  it  was  the  objeft  of  all  contemporary  fovereigps,  who 
confidered  his  difmiifal  as  their  fignal  for  feizing  his  property.     En- 
raged at  this  idea  he  beftowcd,  by  a  folemn  a<5l  that  filled  the  parting 
moments,  all  he  poffefled  in  this  world  upon  Philip  duke  of  Anjou,  fe- 
cond  fon  to  the  dead  Dauphin  of  France,  by  Mary  Anne  of  Bavaria ; 
nor  could  he  have  made  a  wifer  or  a  more  equitable  difpofition :  this 
was  in  the  year  1 700.     John  de  Braganza,  furnamed  the  Fortunate, 
his  neighbour  in  Portugal,  had  been  happier : — He  left  fons,  though 
they  were  not  like  himfelf.     Alphonfo  the  eldefl,  who  fucceedcd  him, 
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married  a  pofthumous  daughter  of  Charles  Amadeus,  duke  of  Savoy  ; 
but  falling  immediately  into  an  incurable  madnefs,  the  nuptials  were 
dcfer'd,  and  Don  Pedro,  his  next  brother,  having  in  the  interim 
made  himfelf  agreeable  to  the  princefs,  whofe  terror  alienated  her  mind 
ftill  more  from  poor  Alphonfo :  they  were  confummated  by  difpenfatidn 
with  the  laft-namcd  offspring  of  great  Braganza  inftead  of  him,  to  whom 
the  lady  was  betrothed.  Voltaire  makes  a  buftle  about  this  traniac- 
tion  as  if  overflowing  with  moral  turpitude,  but  it  is  thus  the  Portugueze 
relate  the  tale;  and  fay  moreover,  that  the  king  was  taken  care  of  in 
Ifola  Ter^era,  one  of  the  Azore  ifles,  nor  did  his  brother  aflume  any  title 
but  that  of  regent  until  fits  demife,  which  happened  not  till  1 683.  Doi\ 
Pedro  was  quietly  eftablifhed  on  his  throne  when  Madrid  was  fhaking 
with  convuliive  terrors,  and  the  eventful  year  l  700  faw  IJlbon  a  com- 
mercial town,  flowing  with  riches  lefs  wickedly  obtained  than  thole  of 
Spain  or  Holland,  and  profpering  accordingly.  Ferdinand  the  iecond, 
opponent  (if  he  might  be  fo  called)  to  great  Guftavus  Adolphus,  left 
his  empire  meanwhile  quietly  fecured  to  Ferdinand  Emeft  his  fon, 
whofe  fucceflbr  Leopold,  by  dint  of  philofophical  compofure  and  plain 
ienfe,  dragged  through  a  long  reign  of  forty- feven  years  without 
much  applaufe  indeed,  or  much  blame  :  but  frequently  aflaulted,  he  loft 
little  territory,  and  perpetually  tormented,  he  never  loft  his  temper.  Hi« 
grand  objcft  was  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  France  towards  power,  of 
England  towards  wealth.  To  efFcd  the  latter  fcheme,  he  haraflcd 
that  wretched  eleAor  Palatine,  married  to  a  After  of  Charles  the  firft : 
but  feeing  how  little  her  pcrfonal  aflliclions  aflfefted  the  purfe  of  Great 
Britain,  he  got  our  money  to  affift  him  in  the  waragainft  Louis  qua- 
torze,  over  which  the  Stadtholder  of  Holland  prefided  ;  and  thus  turned 
one  of  theftates  he  hated  againft  the  other.  The  year  1 700  found 
him  a  true  mourner  for  William  the  third's  ill  ftate  of  health,  as  he 
could  not  hope  to  be  fupported  by  his  fucceflbr  in  the  fame  manner. 
We  muft  however,  go  back  and  fee  what  our  own  country  aAually  did 
do  and  fufFer  from  l05O  to  1700,  the  moft  important  moments  of  her 
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life.   We  left  her  protected  againft  foreign  powers  by  Oliver  Cromwell^ 
whofe  triumphs  on  the  ocean  rendered  him  formidable  to  the  fierceft  of 
them  : — His  conqueft  of  Jamaica  was  ufeful  to  commercial  fplcndour, 
and  his  leaving  it  to  be  named  after  king  James  by  thofc  who  took  it,  in- 
ftead  of  naming  it  after  himfelf ;  Ihewcd  unafFedled  greatnefs  of  mind ;. 
but  what,  perhaps,  gratifies  an  Englifli  reader  of  his  reign  more  than 
any  acquifition  that  was  made  during  its  coi^inuancc,  is  the  total  fcom 
fliewn  by  him  of  the  Portugueze  ambaflador's  nobility  and  confequence 
when  put  in  balance  againft  one  Briton's  life ;  and  to  fay  true^  all  Eu- 
rope looked  with  admiration  on  an  a6t  as  new  to  mankind  as  it  was 
juft  and  reaibnable ;.  when  Don  FalTerano  de  Saa,  brother  to  the  envoy 
of  our  beft  ally,  was  pubfickly  beheaded  upon  Tower  Hill  for  murdes 
of  fome  man  whofe  name  has  been  long  forgotten^     But  the  protec- 
torate was  of  (hort  duration.     Though  ftern  in  council  as  ferocious  in 
fight,  Crpmweirs  ruggedncfs  like  that  of  the  eocoa-nut  was  confined 
to  his  exterior :    the  milk  of  tendernefs  within  haftened  its  premature 
decay.     A  dutiful  Ion,  his  mother's  perpetual  terror  left  he  ihould  be 
aiTaflinated,  tormented  her  own  days  and  fliortcned  his.     To  pleafe 
her  he  was  ever  changing  his  apartment,  and  ufed  to  fliew  lier  fome- 
timesthat  he  wore  armour  under  his  clothes.  Of  the  children  on  which 
he  doated  with  uncommon  fondnefs,  Mrs.  Claypole  was  the  ^know- 
ledged  darling,  and  fince  he  had  bred  them  up  to  have  no  prejudices, 
they  bad  none  in  his  favour.     That  kdy  IWcd  and  died  a  royalift,  nor 
fpared  to  embitter  with  political  reproaches  the  parting  fcene  between 
herfelf  and  an  indulgent  father,  of  whofe  renown  many  a  higher  lady 
than  Mrs.  Claypole  might  have  been  juftly  proud.     Mrs.  Fleetwood 
-was  a  determined  democrat,  a  leveller,  who  confidered  his  power  as  a 
criminal  ufurpation  over  the  people's  rights ;  while  Richard,  for  whom 
he  accepted,  and  to  whom  he  refigned  that  power,  which  however  pro- 
cured he  had  ufed  only  for  England's  good ;  was  of  a  quiet  unambi- 
tious temper,  and  Henry  his  other  fon  had,,  as  Hume  fays,  a  prqjeA 
ever  in  his  head^  of  rcftoring  Charles  the  fecood  to  his  throne. 

That 
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That  yoxing  prince  had,  like  Charles  the  firft,  truftcd  the  Scots  at  be- 
ginning, but  tired  with  the  tedious  and  ill-graced  fuccours  they  be- 
llowed, had  made  one  gallant  effort  in  1651,  and  met  his  rival  face  to 
face  near  Worcefter.  It  was  againil  thtfons  of  Pompey ,  as  we  all  re- 
member, that  Julius  Caefar  faid  he  fought  for  life,  the  other  battles  had 
been  rifqued  for  fame  alone.  Oliver  faid  Something  like  it  of  that  day 
which  delivered  up  the  rightful  heir  of  thefe  kingdoms  to  beggary  and 
diftrefs,  after  a  gallant  reiiftance,  but  a  vain  one. 

Superior  genius  for  military  matters  is  almoft  always  fure  to  conquer 
headlong  bravery  ;  our  young  wanderer  had,  however,  other  qualities 
not  eafily  vanquiftied  :  he  had  a  fpirit  of  lively  confidence  that  the  in- 
credible hardihips  he  fufFered  never  feemed  to  crufli.  One  day  fheltered 
in  an  oak  tree  from  his  purfuers,  one  week  cutting  faggots  in  the  foreft 
under  proteftion  of  four  faithful  peafants — then  riding  as  a  fcrvant  be* 
fore  a  gentlewoman  toBriftol,  and  when  there,  difappointedof  his  paf- 
fege  to  France;  whither  he  could  never  get  a  Ihip  to  carry  him  till  he 
had  walked  and  rode  by  turns  acrofs  the  whole  ifland  to  Brighthelfn- 
fton  in  SuiTex,  where,  at  a  fmall  houfe  In  Weft-ftreet,  his  head  ferved 
as  a  iign  in  the  year  1 780,  to  record  his  fmgular  adventures  and  efcape. 
Mazarin*s  unkindnefs  when  he  at  length  arrived  at  his  place  of  deftina- 
tion,  would  likewift  have  been  painful  to  a  thinking  mind ;  but  Charles 
endured  feverities  eafily  enough :  He  and  his  brother,  when  danger  bo? 
gan  to  remit,  lived  from  place  to  place  in  the  land  of  their  widowed 
mother,  how  tficy  could : — ^The  eldeft  taking  up  the  manners  of  the 
nation,  they  re{ided,in,.the  youngeft.  adhering  zealoufly  to  its  religion. 
Early  impreflions  are  not  to  bc/wom  avsray,  and  the  ichool  of  misfor-- 
tunc,  though  admirable  for  mankind  in  general,  is  not,  I  believe,  good 
for  princes.  He  who  feels  more  pain  than  he  can  poflibly  iuppoft  his 
due  in  the  beginning,  of  life,  will  be  apt  to  fweeten  the  middle  part  of^ 
it  with  vicious  pleeafures :  he  who  lives  by  chance  gets  no  habits  of  < 
icconomy,  and  he  who  has  been  dipt  deeply  in  diftrefs,  is  dipt- as  in^ 
the  Stygian  waters ;  his  ieniibility  is  feared,  and  its  pores  clofed;  wKen 
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"he  hears  of  forrow  he  fays  to  himfelf,  *'  Gravlora  tuU — I  have  fufFer'd 
worfe  than  this ;"  and  then  turns  his  head  away  in  hopes  of  better 
entertainment.     When  Cromwell  died  in  1658, 

And  Heaven  his  great  foul  did  claim, 
In  dorms  as  loud  as  his  immortal  fame — 

when  the  court  of  France  meanly  put  on  mourning  for  its  grcateft 
foe,  and  Mademoifellc  de  Montpenficr  alone  had  fpirit  to  refift  the 
torrent  of  fafliion,  and  to  proteft  that  ftie  would  not  wear  black  for  a 
regicide  of  plebeian  birth,  Charles  heard  that  the  officers  had  inverted 
Richard,  the  protedor's  fon,  with  fovereign  power,  for  fo  they  did 
the  laft  day  of  December ;  and  on  the  fecond  day  of  April  next 
Succeeding,  he  figned  his  own  demiffion  in  due  form,  and  leaving 
political  matters  as  he  found  them,  went  over  to  drink  the  waters  at 
Aix  la  Chapelle.  Le  Prince  dc  Conti  there  met  him  in  a  cofFee-houfc 
by  mere  chance ;  unknowing  who  he  was,  and  chatting  openly  upon 
the  common  topics  of  the  times — **  As  for  that  Oliver,"  exclaimed  the 
Prince,  *'  he  was  a  great  man,  *tis  fure,  and  though  we  muft  confefs 
^'  him  an  ufurper,  his  charader  will  ever  be  eftcemed  a  grand  one,  fit 
"  to  fill  up  a  page  in  hiftory  ;  but  for  that  paltry  creature  called  his 
^*  Ion,  my  tongue  difdains  to  name  him."  '*  And  yet,  Sir,"  coolly 
replied  his  new  acquaintance,  **  that  great  man  never,  to  my  know* 
^'  ledge,  had  for  the  laft  twelve  years  of  his  life  even  twelve  hours  he 
'*  could  call  his  own,  while  his  fbn  Richard  enjoys  peace  and  com- 
*'  petence  as  you  fee,  with  a  clear  confcience,  and  the  honour  of  con- 
*^  verfing  with  your  highnefs  here  at  Aix  la  Chapelle." 

Something  there  is  about  this  young  man  that  reminds  a  reader  of 
Charles  le  bien  fcrvi,  Dauphin  of  France ;  had  he,  like  that  Prince, 
been  furrounded  with  incitements,  or  lived  like  him  before  love  was 
degenerated  into  grofs  appetite,  and  chivalry  become  a  ftanding  jeft : 
but  fince  no  Agnes  de  Sorel  ftimulated  the  dormant  ambition  of  young 
Cromwell,  plain  fenfe  and  gentle  indolence  of  temper Jied  him  to  ex- 
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tinguilh  it.  They  kept  him  alive  ninety- feven  years  I  am  informed ;  and 
an  old  man  told  me^  that  his  old  father  had  heard  him  join  in  a  chorus 
of  God  fave  great  George  our  King,  but  it  muft  certainly  have  been  a 
miilake.  Thus  rofe,  however,  and  thus  fell  without  hurt  or  danger 
to  themfelves,  a  family  once  {o  feared  by  a  whole  continent :  with 
them,  indeed,  did  never  fall  again  many  lc£s  noble  produds  of  that 
vaft  democratick  inundation  which,  like  the  Egyptian  river,  left 
behind  numerous,  unfinifhed,  and  half- formed  things,  noxious  to 
touch,  and  hateful  to  remembrance:  fern-feed  fiends,  walking  inf^ 
vifible. 

That  yet  can  do  more  dreadful  feats 
Than  bag3>  with  all  their  imps  and  teats : 
While  Roiicruiian  virtuofos 
See  with  their  ears,  and  hear  with  nofes. 

« 

Abbe  Barruel,  whofe  torch  of  truth  has  made  all  thefe  demons,  like 
their  grand  majier  in  Milton,  ftart  up  in  their  proper  Ihapes;  fays, 
"  That  there  firft  appeared  in.  England  about  this  time  myftick  pro- 
"  feffors  of  ftrange  faiths ;"  and  to  fay  true,  Grcy*s  notes  on  Hudibras 
confirm  the  alTertion,.  mentioning  illummaU^  and  quoting  Jo.  Gherardi 
for  further  information.  The  times  were  ftrange  indeed,  teeming 
with  wonders — among  them  the  vifion  of  Rice  Evans  feems  moft  won- 
derful ;  nor  would  I  quote  it,  but  that  Warburton  and  Jortin  appear 
to  think  it  worthy  thetr  attention.  He  was  a  Welftiman,  and  imagined 
that  in  the  palm  of  his  hand,  foon  after  King  Charles's  decapitation,  he 
faw  exhibited  a  pafling  fhow — a  plain  fucceflionoffeven  human  faces: 
Cromwell  and  Fairfax  he  knew,  the  other  five  he  had  never  fcen  before, 
and  they  wore  crowns  upon  their  heads,and  vanifliing  away ;."  the  blood," 
iays  he,  **  turned  to  its  veins  again,  and  there  appeared  no  more." 
There  were,  however,  realities  enough,  without  this  ftrange  predidioa 
of  the  five  fucceeding  reigns,  and  end  of  the  Stuart  family  ;  to  make 
men  much  amazed.  In  1 6O0  our  three  kingdoms,  apparently  fatigued 
by  their  own  efforts,  fell  into  a  general  convulfion,  and  confequently 
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ftupor,  -i^hich  General  Monk  taking  advantage  of,  brought  home  their 
long-loft  fovercign.  He  returned  upon  the  29th  of  May,  juft  thirty 
years  old,  fufl  of  gay  fpirits,  good  humour,  and  apparent  unconcern 
of  all  he  had  himfclf  fufFered,  and  all  his  ruined  friends  had  fufFcrcd 
for  him.  General  Monk  indeed,  the  four  faithful  peafants,  Pendrells 
hy  name,  and  a  rough  hoftefs  of  a  coarfc  inn,  who  to  conceal  the  King 
from  his  purfucrs  fet  him,  before  all  their  faces,  to  turn  her  fpit,  and 
beat  him  vrfith  the  ladle  for  ncgleft  of  duty — he  fet  himfclf  imme- 
diately to  reward,  tmd  amply ;  accompanying  his  gifts  with  that  en- 
chanting fweetnefe  of  manners  that  diftinguiftied  all  he  did,  and  took 
all  hearts  his  prifoners.  For  the  reft,  his  afts  of  indemnity  and  am- 
Tiefty  offered  on  his  acceffion  to  the  throne,  were  afterwards  called 
.indemnity  to  his  enemies,  and  oblivion  to  his  friends.  The  truth  is, 
Charles  was  in  too  much  hafte  to  be  happy ;  and  his  fubjeds  in  too 
jgreat  a  hurry  to  think  that  it  was  impoffible  they  could  ever  be  other- 
wife  when  their  King  Jhould  enjoy  his  own  again.  Such  was  the 
burden  of  ballads  and  loyal  fbngs,  while  royal  oak  decorated  every 
door ;  and  although  Englifhmen  are  deemed  phlegmatick  and  philofb- 
^pirical  by  foreigners,  tradition  tells  of  men  who  died  for  joy  at  feeing 
monarchy  again  reftored,  in  the  perfbn  of  a  prince  too  who  was  {o 
|)cculiarly  pleafing.  This  general  difpofition  to  be  gay  was  checked 
by  no  feverities  on  his  part :  none  but  the  immediate  murderers  of  his 
lather  were  executed.  Calamy,  the  puritan,  was  made  court  chaplain, 
and  fc<ftaries  were  not  excluded  the  privy  council.  Clarendon's  ad- 
Tierence  to  the  royal  family  was,  indeed,  rewarded  with  the  great  feal ; 
but  a  larger  acquifition  of  felicity  was  beftowed  by  forttuie  upon  that 
accomplifhed  ftatefn^an,  when  his  daughter,  Anne  Hyde,  pcrfuaded 
the  Duke  of  York  to  acknowledge  his  marriage  with  her  while  in 
Prance.  His  Majefly's  ovon  choice,  a  princcfs  of  Portugal,  brought  no 
children  ;  his  mother,  Henrietta  Maria,  who  came  home  when  he  did, 
and  who  feems  tx>  have  been  a  poor  creature  by  her  ill-written  letters 
publifhed  not  very  long  ago,  was'fuppofed  to  have  wedded  Lord  Jcr- 
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myn  *,  whom  Ihc  always  was  obfcrvcd  to  treat  Icfs  with  condcfcending 
afFciftion  than  with  obfequious  fear.  Her  daughter  was  duchcflc 
D'Orleans ;  and  the  iniidious  vifit  Ihe  made  her  native  land  linked 
the  fovereign  of  it  for  ever  in  chains  to  the  French  court,  who  had 
ient  him  oyer  a  feducer  in  his  fitter's  train  ;  Louife  de  Querouaillcs, 
foon  created  duchefs  of  Portfmouth,  though  the  King  always  called 
her  Fubhsj  and  named  the  yacht  they  went  o'plealiiring  in  after  that 
foubriquct.  Her  influence  might  notwithftanding  have  been  checked, 
perhaps;  had  thcYixng  s penchant  for  his  pretty  coufin, fairFrances Stuart, 
whom  he  could  not  feduce,  been  encouraged  by  his  courtiers ;  ftie  was 
a  fimple,  but  d  modeft  maiden ;  and  Charles  was  of  her  in  true  earneft 
honourably  enamoured,  though  ihe  poffeft  no  flriking  acquirements. 
A  magnet,  however,  will  attradl  in  vacuo,  and  the  barren  Queen  would 
have  been  foon  font  home  to  make  way  for  her,  had  not  the  Chan- 
cellor, detirous  to  retain  the  crown  of  England  for  his  daughter's  chil- 
dren, fot  the  young  duke  of  Richmond  to  court  that  lady,  who  hopelefs  to 
do  better,  as  the  phrafe  is,  kindly  complied,  and  then  the  King  as  kindly — 
hating  Lord  Clarendon  from  that  day  forward — complied  with  his  fub* 
]t&£  wilhes  to  remove  him.  Remembrance  of  her  lymmetrick  form 
is  even  yet  preforved  among  us,  by  the  figure  of  Britannia  on  a  half- 
penny, taken  from  medals  then  firft  ftruck,  and  bearing  her  effigies 
for  ever,  evincing  her  fovereign's  partiality.  Meanwhile  Dun- 
kirk was  fold  to  France,  and  the  triple  alliance  was  figned,  engaging 
to  affilf  Lewis  in  ruining  Holland,  contrary  to  the  common  intcre;ft  of 
all  Europe.  The  beft  thing  done  was  colonizing- New  York,  which 
was  named  after  the  duke  our  admiral,  inventor  of  fca  fignals,  who 
was  a  ufeful  friend  to  Great  Britain,  though  there  was  never  much  reci- 
procal affeftion  between  them.  Charles  made  a  generous  grant  of  Mary- 
land to  my  Lord  Baltimore  ;  and  the  far-famed  quakcr,  WilKam  Penn, 

♦  Lord  Jermyn  was  made  Earl  of  St.  Alban*s  ;  two  ftrects  contiguous  to  each  other 
ate  yet  called  by  his  name.  The  laft  Teems  a  title  for  royal  connexions :  Nell 
-Gwynne  and  her  children  poilefled  It  as  a  dukedom. 

Vol.,  11.  Q  q  Ihewcd 
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fhewed  both  hcmifphercs  at  once  the  beauty  and  worldly  intereft  of^ 
benevolence,  when  in  the  North  Amcncanforr/is,  deitined  to  bear  his 
nominal  did'mAion,  Penn^'hania;  he  cultivated  a* friendlhip  with  the 
feared  inhabitants,  and  binding  all  in  one  fratomal' chain  of  tolerating 
gcntlenefs J  called  his  new  fettlcment  Brotherly  Love,  implied  in  the- 
word  Philadelphia.      Meanwhile  many  unheard-of  fancies  poflcflcd' 
men's  minds  at  home:  one  Vcnner,  during  this  reign,  for  three  days, 
together,  paraded,  without  moleftation,  the  ftreeti  of  London,  pro- 
ekiming  King  Jefus,  and  declaring  thelaft  day  arrived.  From  phrenzy 
however,  when  his  followers  proceeded  to  plunder,  they  were  refbain- 
cd  and  punilhcd ;  or  rather,  I  believe,  oppofed  and  conquered,  the  terrors 
of  lelfiflincfs  extinguifliing  tha  tumult  of  diilra6Uon.    The  blaiphemies 
of  James  Nay  lor,  who  fancied  himfelf  M^uiA,  and  rode  through  BriftoI> . 
the  people  crying  Hofannah  as  he  went  along,  likewife  difgraced  thefe 
days,  which  the  plague  vifited,  and  London's  conflagration  could  not 
mend  ;  for  while  thefe  odd  poflefCons  held  the.  middUng  ranks  of  life^  a 
daring  and  fhamekfs  profligacy,  icarce  lefs  frantic,  feized  on  the  empty^ 
heads  of  noble  youthsi  impelling  them  to  ads  of  ikva^  indecorum. 
Dalrymple  tells  how  thirteen. men  of  fafliion — ^the  future  cbancdior, . 
Judge  JcfFeries,  /mid  the  groupc — ^ftript  to  th^r  ihirts,  a|id  diaiik  the 
King*s  health,  perched  up  like  pigeonsi  on  a  monftrous  iign  poft  fiit 
at  a  tavern  door.     Another  fet  celebrated  the  29th  of  May  by  dancmg 
wholly  uncovered,  excepting  by  fome  oak  leaves,  in  a  balcony  of  tbet 
Strand,.!  think,  till  the  mob,  much  \ck  unreafonable  \n>their  excefles> 
threw  ftoneS'  and  wounded  them,  and  dtove  them  in  by  force.     Ro- 
cheflier  confeft  afterwards  that  he  had  pafled  three  whole  years  in  ebriety 
unbroken ;  while  the  royal  broth«^  appeared  to  flight  or  be  diverted  by 
thefe  horrid  frolicks,  paffihg  their  own  time  in  gay  Yoluptuoufneis> 
defiring  only  that  no  traces  of  puritanifln  might,  be  left.     With  all 
this  arts  and  fcicnces  were  not  negleded.     The  royal  travellers  tried  to 
fet  up  fome  imitation  of  a  French  opera  at  Rutland- houfe,  where  Made- 
moifelle  Subligny  danced  pantomimical  baUets,  Lbdieve,  and  contem- 
poraneous 
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poraneous  with  Lulli  in  France  lived  ourEnglifh  Purcell :  the  air  to 
which  he  fet  the  words.  My  lodging  is  on  the  cold  ground,  particularly, 
£o  pleafed  King  Charles,  he  took  the  girl  from  off  the  ftage  who  fiing 
it ;  and  as  ihe  was  a  native  of  North  Wales,  he  odled  his  daughter  by 
lier,  Mary  Tudor :  Jhe  married  the  Earl  of  Der  went  water,  and  became 
pother  to  the  rebel  nobleman  who  was  executed  (almoft  in  our  own 
time)  for  his  adherence  to  the  Stuart  family.  Playhoufes  were  patron- 
ized by  the  court,  and  though  the  representations  were  indecent  to  a 
ihamelels  degree,  At  was  not  their  indecency  which  lb  much  diftin* 
guifked  them  from  what  had  been  endured  by  other  ages,  as  a  ftrain  * 
•of  profane  jelling  which  now  fifft  begau  to  be  encouraged,  and  which 
Mr.  Congreve  had  the  honour  of  carr}ung  to  perfeAion. 

New  manufaftories  added  fplendour  to  every  Ihow ;  and  liappen 
what  wQuld,  commerce  appeared  to  gain  by  it.  The  fine  mode  of  dy- 
ing woollen-cloth  was  brought  from  the  continent  by  Edward  Brewer ; 
perlecution  of  the  Huguenots  abroad  fent  over  workmen  hither,  where 
money  grew  plenty,  and  the  encredfe  of  coinage  between  Charles  the 
Second's  reign  and  his  brother's,  was  ten  millions  two  hundred  and 
fixty  thoufand  pounds.  Yet  was  their  council-chamber,  while  the. 
^Ideft  of  them  occupied  the  throne,  become  gloomy  and  employed 
in  unravelling  plots  true  or  falfe  during  the  latter  days,  lb  that  foul 
tales  of  midnight  murder,  quick  luccceding  to  fenlelefs  pranks  of  wild 
noiflumal  merriment,  forced  into  concurrence  even  the  contradictory 
vices,  fenfuality  and  lulpicion.  *'  Thefe,*'  lard  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
*'  are  your  talking  kings  ;'*  and  kept  his  own  lips  firmly  clofed  upon 
thofe  projefts  which  his  heart  was  big  with  :  the  lame  fpirit  of  taci- 
turnity which  prompted  him  while  yet  a  boy  to  conceal,  inftcad  of 
punilhing,  the  treachery  of  a  page  that  nightly  read  his  letters,  grew 
4ip  with  his  riper  years ;  and  as  on  that  occafion  he  provided  the  page- 
proper  papers  on  which  to  excrcife  his  genius  for  examination ;  {o  he 
^afterwards  continued  the  like  cautious  condudl  through  life ;  uniting 
in  a  nnanner  peculiar  .to  himfelf,   the  vigour  of  youth  in  every  battle 

Q  q  2  >^ith 
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with  the  warincfs  of  age  in  every  negotiation.*  He  faw  with  filent  plea- 
fure  Charles  and  James  making,  by  their  perverfe  behaviour,  way  for 
his  lovely  wife  to  wear  the  Englifti  crown.  He  had  married  the  duke  of 
York's  eldcft  daughter,  by  Ann  Hyde,  who  had  always  held  firm  to  her 
religious  opinions  Tpite  of  her  hufband's  feducements,  and  had  m  zeal- 
ous care  brought  up  her  favourite  Mary  to  inherit  them.  The  father 
of  this  princefs  could  not  be  more  attached  to  Popery  than  (he  to  Pro- 
tcftantifm,  but  her  morality  kept  pace  with  the  pious  ardour  fhe  ex- 
preiTcd  for  our  reformed  church — the  duke  difgraced  his  choice  of 
Romanifm  by  an  ardour  for  pleafure,  which  no  devout  ientiments 
feemed  to  reftrain.  He  built  the  houfe  in  Long  Acre,  with  a  varie- 
gated front  for  his  baths ;  but  as  it  ibon  became  a  place  dedicated  to 
intrigue  more  than  health ;  bagnios  were  from  that  time  confidered  as 
bearing  a  bad  character,  one  only  excepted,  which  took  an  Indian 
appellation,  by  which  its  known  to  this  day  I  believe — Hummums  ia 
fome  oriental  language  meaning  a  fudatory.  After  long  expe<fta- 
tion  of  the  royal  feat,  our  gay  king  gave  his  brother  a  near  chance  for 
it  by  fudden  illnefs,  from  which  however,  he  recovered  {o  as  to  en- 
quire laughingly  what  would  be  faid  of  him  after  his  deceafe :  the 
courtier's  impromptu  reply  is  well-known  how  his  epitaph  (houldrun:. 

Here  lies  the  mutton-eating  king, 

Whofe  word  no  man  relies  on, 
Who  never  faid  a  foolifh  thing. 

And  never  did  a  wife  one. 

The  monarches  anfwer  is  not  fb  familiar  to  us,  although  a  very  happy 

*  To  confefs  the  truth,  it  was  time  to  grow  wary:  princes  were  no  longer  literally 
or  figuratively  chaftifed  by  proxy.  Mr.  Murray,  mentioned  by  Burnet,  was  the  laft. 
whipping-boy,  and  his  poor  mafter  Charles  I.  had  found  no  fubftitute  to  bear  the 
punifliment  upon  his  age,  though  that  gentleman  when  very  young  ufed  to  be 
corrcfted  for  the  royal  children's  faults,  as  wascuftomary  among  courts;  the  page  was 
accounted  happy  whom  they  feledled  for  this  purpofe,  and  was  fure  to  grow  up  a 
favourite. 

ene^ 
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one.  *'  Your  charaAcr  is  really  pretty  near  the  truth/*  faid  he,  '*  becaufe 
"  what  I  have  Jaid  was  my  own  of  courfe,  and  what  I  have  done  has 
*^  commonly  been  of  yours,  or  of  no  wifer  man's  fuggeftion."  The 
graver  people  however,  were  attentive  to  obferve  in  what  communion 
this  prince  would  at  length  expire ;  and  the  Papifts  exulted  in  the  idea 
that  he  at  laft  received  the  facrament  from  a  Rornifli  prieft,  fupported- 
in  his  bed  by  the  duchefs  of  Portfmouth,  who  was  of  the  fame  perfua- 
'  fion.  James  was  no  fooner  fixed  upon  the  throne  than  he  openly  profcfled 
himfelf  a  friend  to  France,  an  enemy  to  Holland,  and  almoft  a  iub- 
jeA,  but  certainly  a  dutiful  fon  to  the  Pope,  whom  he  diftreft  with' 
attentions,  of  which  Innocent  XL  clearly  forefaw  the  confequences, 
and  faid  among  his  intimates :  **  We  mufl  excommunicate  this  man 
**  for  rooting  up  that  little  which  was  left  us  of  adherence  in  England.'* 
In  efFeft,  his  fondnefs  for  Rome  appeared  a  paffion  more  than  a  re- 
gular attachment ;  and  that  it  took  up  all  his  thoughts  was  deeply 
injurious  to  him  and  to  his  people;  who  had  they  been  of  his  mind,  or 
he  of  theirs  in  theological  matters,  would  have  had  a  good  foverelgn 
in  James  II.  though  not  a  great  one.  He  was  eamefl  to  make  roads- 
about  the  kingdom,  and  had  a  flrong  defire  to  encreafe  the  internal 
commerce  of  our  ifland ;  the  firfl  turnpike  at  Stilton  was  fet  up  by  his 
management,  and  the  care  of  regulating  pofls,  flages,  &c.  committed 
to  Ogilby  the  tranflator  of  Homer,  under  his  own  infpedion.  Care 
for  keeping  fhips  fweet  and  clean  from  infeAion,  was  one  of  the  bene- 
fits wc  owe  to  this  princfi,  whofe  activity  during  both  the  plague  and 
fire  of  London,  during  his  brother's  reign,  did  him  great  credit,  but 
the  predilcdlion  he  had  always  fhown  to  France,  and  his  recent  mar- 
riage with  a  lady  of  the  houfe  of  Modena,  conhefted  with  the  French 
court,  and  called  the  adopted  daughter  of  Louis  XIV.,  helped  to 
alienate  his  fubjeAs'  hearts  from  him,  and  turn  them  toward  the  prince 
of  Orange,  from  whofe  character  a  flrong  contrafl  was  drawn,  but 
little  to  the  uncle's  favour.  Dazzled  however,  as  it  appears,  by  the 
prifmatick  rays  that  fhone  round  the  head  of  Lewis  the  fourteenth,  out 

brother 
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brother  kings  meanly  preferred,  one  haftily,  the  other  deliberately,  to 
live  penfioners  upon  his  royal  bounty,  rather  than  rule  over  a  free  people, 
by  fubmitting  to  ufe  that  influence  now  grown  indifpenfable  to 
whoever  meant  to  rci^  at  all. 

The  time  was  paft  when  men  were  fubjefts  from  offedion ;  Eng- 
land now  only  defired  a  king,  becaufe  having  experienced  a  conHnon- 
wealth,  they  liked  a  king  better :  yet  Charles,  had  he  laved  his  native 
ifland,  might  have  been  a  happy  fovereign  over  it,  and  the  good  humour 
which  even  his  brother  was  welcomed  with  jupon  acceffion,  was  more 
than  they  deferved  who  thought  with  pleafurc  only  on  continental  de- 
lights ;  a  warm  fun  and  unreftraiacd  enjoyment  of  th^fe  gaieties  ^It  by 
its  beams  under  a  brighter  (ky. 

Thofc  tricks  however,  which  w,cre  tolerated  in  the  ddeft  of  fhefc  half 
Scotch,  half  French  monarchs,  wscrc  defpifcd  in  the  younger ;  a  bill  of 
excluiion  had  been  propofed  during  hisbrother^s  reign,  and  the  biihops' 
loyal  fpirit  threw  it  out.  No  grateful  lenfe  of  iuch  loyalty  iived  in  the 
fclfifti  bofbm  of  the  duke  of  York,  who,  foon  as  the  crown  was  dropt 
upon  his  head,  manifcftcd  his  antipathy  to  our  church  by  every  poffiblc 
mode,  and  the  command  iflued  out  to  thofe  very  bifhops,  iniifting  on 
their  concurrence  in  its  ruin,  fcemed  like  the  fignal  for  revoit.  His 
fubjeds  had  fecn  him  violate  the  charters  granted  them  by  his  prede- 
ceflbr,  had  heard  his  intention  in  exprefs  terms  to  keep  alive  that  power 
and  fovereign  fway,  which  they  well  knew  he  poffeft  not  without  f  heir 
permiffion.  They  had  obferved  the  Whigs  obliged  to  buy  their  lives 
from  his  corrupt  and  cruel  chancellor,  with  fums  that  reduced  them  to 
beggary,  making  Mr.  Pridcaux  in  particular,  pay  fifteen  thoufand 
pounds  to  get  out  of  prifbn,  though  he  never  arrived  at  knowing  why 

•he  was  thrown  in :  yet  rather  than  renew  icencs  of  horror  too  lately 
exhibited,  all  might  have  been  endured,  bad  he  not  fent  theie  bifliops 
to  the  Tawer,  and  publickly  received  a  nuncio  from  the  court  of  Rome. 
The  Queen  was  delivered  of  a  boy,  but  no  rejoicing  except  among 

ithc  Papifts  follow  ed.     The  circumftances  of  his  birth  were  dubious,  a 

rumour 
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rumour  was  fpread  among  fome  Protcftant  dreflcrs,  or  inferior  Women 
in  the  palace,  that  the  bed-chamber  was  chofen  as  a  place  commodious 
for  the  purpofe  of  deception.    There  was  a  pair  of  back  flairs  juft  at  the  - 
Queen's  head,  and  report  faid  how  a  baby  had  been  conveyed  thither 
in  a  warming  pan.     Princcfs  Mary  of  Orange  made  ilrift  enquiries  of- 
Gourfc  ;   and  princeft  Anne,  married  to  the  heir  of  Denmark,  (but. 
living  at  London)  made  ftrift  examination.    The  eleftrcfs  of  Hanover, 
daughter  to  the  unfortunate  queen  of  Bohemia,  wrote  to  Chambcrlainc, 
the  famous  accoucheur,  about  the  matter.     His  anfwer  is  given  by- 
Dalrymple,  and  though  he  was  a  Galvinift,  and  a  man  perfonally  of^ 
fended  by  king  James,  though  being  fo  applied  tt)  befidis,   he  would 
naturally  have  wiflbed  to  pleafe  his  illuftrious  correfpoudent,  one  may 
plainly  fee  that  he  thought  it^goJjUp's  tale. 

Popular  impofturcs  commonly  gain  credit  at  the  inftant;  Init  lofc  it 
afterwards ;  of  royal  impofturcs  the  contrary  may  be  obferved.  Peckiu 
War  bed,  who  pretended  to  be  duke  of  York  in  Henry  the  Seventh's 
time,  was  then  confidered  as  a  mere  deceiver ;  'tis  now  while  I  write, 
the  falhion.to  believche  really  was  the  perfon  he  profeffed  to  be.  The 
name  he  afTumed  of  Peter  Tell-^truth^  we  muft  own  to  have  been  at*^ 
leaft  well  contrived. 

The  fbn  of  James  II.  lived  not  fix  months  among  us.  Clamours 
and-  groans  and  hifTes  (without  threats)  procured  the  biihops'  releafe. 
The  king  was  reviewing  his  army  and  the  whole  camp  ihouted  for  joy  r 
cmr  infatuated  fbvereigTi  could  not  yet  perceive  the  precipice  under  his 
feet.  He  went  on  driving  his  Proteftant  fubjefts  from  every  employ- 
ment and  putting  in  thoie  of  his  own  perluaiion,  till  even  the  Spanilh 
ambaifador  expreffed  his  fiirprize  at  fuch  condu^y  and  bigot  as  he  wbs 
him&lf,  conjured. his  ma^efty  not  to  give  his  confeflbr  and  other  priefts^ 
fiich  power  and  encouragement.  The  nation  was  inflamed  with  rage 
in>the  fourth  year  of  this  reign  :  A  fudden  panick  feized  the  houfes  of 
]^rliament,  and  to  excite  fome  ihew  of  paffion  in  the  populace,  thole 
Erchcb.  Huguenots  (prophets  they  were  called)  ran  loofe  about  the 

country 
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coimtiy  towns  and  villages,  falling  into  trances,  and  prediAing  the 
downfall  of  Popery  and  evil  end  of  Louis  quatorze  The  learned,  and 
pious,  and  amiable  Innocent  eleventh,  defused  that  he  might  fee,  ex- 
amine and  converfc  with  fome  of  them  ;  and  'tis  faid  that  when  he  faw 
one  of  thefe  fellows  playing  over  the  very  fame  tricks  which  he  had 
himfelf  known  pradlifed  by  Romanics  through  Italy,  to  make  the  pea- 
lants,  lliop-kcepers,  &c.  believe  them  under  demoniacal  poffeffion :  he 
tiu-ned.hi^  head  away,  and  wept  the  lamentable  wickednefs  of  human 
nature.  Our  populace  herein  England,  however,  flood  quiet  fpecfta- 
tors  of  a  revolution  formed  and  carried  into  cffcA  by  a  large  body  of 
Proteftant  nobility,  a  church  opprefTed  and  ftruggling  for  exiftence ;  a 
country  party  rifmg  in  opulence  and  dignity  every  day  :  afliftcd  by  mer- 
chants and  traders  rich  beyond  even  the  calculation,  or  hope,  or  wifhcs 
of  their  fathers,  and  who  ofoourfe  defired  ftability  to  their  enormous 
gains.  To  all  thefe,  learning,  wit,  and  iatire  lent  their  combined  forces, 
exalting  the  happinefs  of  freedom,  and  free  enquiry  into  every  thing 
facred  and  political,  civil,  natural  and  moraL  Decent  refpcift  was  loft 
in  terror  and  revenge ;  numberiefs  members  of  the  king*s  own  houfc- 
hold  ran  as  for  refuge  to  the  prince  of  Orange,  with  him  to  plana  Dutch 
invafion,  in  which  alone  feemed  to  center  every  hope  of  fafcty. 
The  fceptre  was  confirmed,  they  faid,  in  popifh  hands  forever,  by  birth 
of  a  prince  of  Wales ;  and  expedation  of  fanguinary  Mary's  reign 
being  revived,  the  nobles  almoft  all  turned  defperate.  James  learned 
their  intentions  from  the  hand-writing  of  Lewis  the  fourteenth  him- 
felf; a  private  e^prefs  came  to  Whitehall  whilft  Sir  Godfrey  Kneller 
was  painting  his  pidure.  The  king  bowed  fmilingly  to  him,  and  opened 
the  packet,  which  as  he  pemfed  it,  adually  and  literally  dropt  from 
his  half-dead  hand.  The  queen  and  her  Ion  were  fcnt  away  next 
morning,  noi:  did  any  counfellor  or  friend  fuggeft  that  the  child  might 
be  detained  without  injury  to  religion  or  government.  Glad  to  be  quit 
of  them  and  their  attendant  priefts,  jefuits,  &c.  now  hated  more  and 
more :  William  or  James  feemed  to  be  all  the  queftion,  and  to  the  lat- 
ter 
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ter  few  or  none  adhered — the  courtiers  he  called  round  him  added  re- 
proach to  defertion.  Sir  Charles  Sedley,  whofe  favourite  child  he  had 
feduced,  told  fome  one  loudly,  he  would  now  compensate  that  obliga- 
tion. *'  My  daughter  was  made  countefs  by  this  king,'*  faid  he, 
*'  without  my  confent :  I  will  make  his  daughter  a  queen  now  without 
**  afking  hts'^  The  more  one  reads  of  anecdote,  the  more  one  fees 
that  on  this  fmgular  occafion  no  one  behaved  quite  well  except  the 
Stadtholder  himfclf.  He  fhewed  no  hafte  or  greedinefs  of  power :  he 
came  not  till  repeatedly  called  to  favc  us — as  thofe  who  called  him 
faid,  from  popery  and  flavery :  and  at  this  diftanoe  it  does  feem  as 
if  no  other  way  for  fafety  had  been  thought  on  ;  although  the  danger 
was  fo  great,  that  princefs  Anne,  in  private  letters  lately  publiflied  fays, 
**  That  flie  will  live  on  alms,  or  die  well  pleafed,  rather  than  not  hold 
^'  faft  her  Proteftant  faith/'  Young  Churchill  t€)o,  a  page  at  court,, 
faid  prettily  in  fome  fecret  paper  of  thofe  tinKS,  *'  That  he  was  his  maA 
*'  ter's  fervant,  but  that  his  foul  belonged  to  God  alone — and  though,"' 
added  he,  **  I  live  not,  Heav*n  knows,  the  life  of  a  faint,  yet  will  I  die  the 
'*  death  of  a  martyr,  rather  than  comply  againft  confcience.'*  Wheii 
the  prince  landed  at  Torbay,  however,  he  found  the  weft  of  England 
free  from  commotions :  the  peafantry  and  artizans  can  fcarcely  be  ex-- 
cited  to  wi(h  for  violent  changes,  nor  had  they  been  injured  or  offended 
by  their  fovereign.  The  fight  of  foreign  troops  difpleafed  theih  more 
than  had  done  the  diftant  reports  of  what  James  did  among  the  uni- 
verfities.  When  coming  forward  he  made  Ihewof  refiftance,  the  com- 
mon herd  where'er  he  paiTed  rejoiced.  When  fuddenly  repenting  even 
that  fhow,  he  retreated,  his  foldiers  wept  aloud,  his  fubjefts  mourned — 
in  vain !  Frighted  where  no  fear  was,  he  fled  to  and  as  quickly yre?w  his 
capital,  where  letters  from  the  diftant  queen  feemed  to  decide  his  un* 
determined  fpirit.  Prefled  by  her  call,  and  foothed  by  her  accounts  of 
Louis  the  fourteenth's  generous  treatment ;  difgufted  with  his  cour- 
tiers' condu6l,  defcrted  by  his  daughters,  threatened  by  their  huft)ands,. 
terrified  by  the  real  fears  of  his  furrounding  priefts  and  popifli  counfel- 
Vol.  II.  R  r  lors^ 
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lors  ;  urged  on  befide  by  the  vile  artifices  of  Lord  Sunderland,  vvbo 
fcems  to  have  a6lcd  the  part  of  Jofcph  Leman  in  Clarifla  Harlowc — he 
e'en  flung  down  the  great  feal  Into  the  Thames,  and  fled  for  ever  from 
,a  land  he  never  loved,  where  he  had  yet  an  army  of  forty  thoufand  men 
ready  to  abet  his  pretentions  to  the  crown,  although  they  had  fliouted 
when  the  biftiops  were  releafed.  A  navy  too,  confifliing  of  no  fewer 
than  a  hundred  and  feventy-three  fbips»  Lord  Dartmouth  at  their  head, 
whofe  letter  prefervcd  breathes  the  trueft  loyalty,  and  whole  life  was  cer- 
tainly devoted  to  his  fcrvice.  That  being  once  brought  back  again  to 
London,  he  again  ran  away,  (hows  now  like  phrenzy  or  fatuity :  yet  was 
James  neither  a  man  foolifli  or  abfurd  in  converfation.  He  was  obferved 
always  to  excufe  his  female  fucceflbrs,  who,  in  their  turn,  fpokc  of  him 
not  unhandibmely :  but  his  attempts  to  gain  in  Ireland  what  he  had 
never  needed  to  lole  at  St.  James's,  made  him  but  more  confpicuoufly 
to  Europe  a  creature  and  protegi  of  Louis  XIV.,  whofe  compliment  to 
him  at  parting  was  genteel  and  natural,  when  embarking  him  on  board 
a  noble  fleet  for  pxu-pofe  of  conquering  our  fifter  kingdom,  he  faid, 
•'  Now,  Sir,  the  beft  that  I  can  wifli  iox  yon  is,  that  /  may  never  have 
*^  the  happinefs  of  feeing  you  again.**  The  horn  mots  and  replies  of, 
and  to  princes,  are  not  always  genuine  as  this  was.  Waller's  anfwer 
wvhen  Charles  II.  jokingly  obferved,  that  he  had  praifed  Cromwxll  with 
more  energy  than  marked  the  verfes  made  on  his  (the  king's)  return, 
is  well  known.  '*  Oh,  Sir,"  cried  he,  "  your  majefly  mufl:  recoiled 
*'  that  vfc  poets  always  delight  more  in  fiAion  than  in  truth."  This 
was  well  faid,  but  the  thought  was  borrowed.  Luigi  AUemanni,  an 
Italian,  that  lived  at  Paris  in  the  days  of  Francis  the  firft,  who  pa- 
tronized all  men  of  letters,  wrote  a  iatire  againil  Charles  quint,  and  in 
it  were  thefe  words  : 

L'Aquila  grifagna 
Che  per  piii  divorar  due  roilii  poita — 

meaning  that  the  fpread  eagle  of  the  Auftrians  devoured  a  double 
portion,  becaufe  of  her  two  heads.  When  peace  was  proclaimed^  how- 

'Cver, 
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ever,  between  the  contending  powers,  AUemanni  happened  to*  be 
named  charge  dt affaires  for  Vienna,  and  there,  in  a  conference  with 
Charles  the  fifth,  the  ambaflador  broke  out  into  a  rapturous  praife  of 
Germany,  and  that  imperial  magnificence  he  fo  delighted  to  contem- 
plate. *'  Ay,  ay,"  fays  the  Emperor,  laughing,  "  Viva  TAquila 
**grifagna!"  ^*  Magnanimo  Principe !"  replied  the  prompt  Italian: 
^*  I  was  then  in  my  poetical  character,  which  as  you  well  know,  de- 
*^  lights  in  fidlion ;  my  prefent  fituation  requires  plain  truth,  plain  profe, 
^^  your  majefty  may  be  aflured  of  my  fmcerity  juft  from  that  very  cir- 
"  cumftance/*  Hut  Re fro/pe£f ion  fays'* tis  time  to  tell  how  James  II.  was 
driven  back  to  his  dear  refuge  France,  while  William's  grander  deftiny 
leemed  fixed  by  the  immortal  battle  c^the  Boync,  till  the  more  ufeful 
fea  fight  off  La  Hogue,  when  the  French  navy  received  y^cA  a  blow. 
Then  thj^t,  as  Shakefpear  fays,  "  was  ftronger  made,  which  was  before 
*^ 'bound  up  with  ribs  of  iron.'*  The  prince  of  Orange  then  had  time 
to  try  how  much  reciprocal  affeAion  would  grow  up  between  a  people 
who  made  him  their  tool  to  check  the  regal  power  in  future  fovereigns  ; 
and  a  brave  leader  from  a  foreign  land,  who  had  made  them  his  tool  to 
check  the  progrefs  of  ambitiousFrance,  and  meant  to  put  their  guineas  in 
his  balance,  which  was  to  weigh  againftthat  conquering  monarch.  But 
although  both  fucceeded  in  their  aims,  neither  appeared  as  if  delighted 
with  the  injirument.  Faftion  dlfturbed  their  parliaments  perpetually, 
and  private  pique  divided  all  bis  councils.  *'  Pleafure  is  always  in 
^*  the  next  hox^  faid  my  Lord  Lyttleton,  walking  round  Ranelagh. 
Thofe  who  perambulate  the  globe  can  fay  nothing  more  true,  and  no- 
thing more  expreflive.  After  a  very  few  years  we  mourned  in  England 
here  our  lovely  queert,  and  William  loft  a  wife,  who,  as  it  appears  from 
biftory,  had  really  as  fuch,  no  equal.  Beautiful,  virtuous,  tender,  truft- 
ing  and  ufeful :  ever  fubmitting  all  things  to  his  will,  whofe  company 
made  all  her  pleafure  and  enjoyment.  The  grief  her  hufband  felt  was 
paft  expreflion,  and  converfation  upon  pious  or  political  fubjeds  was  all 
he  ever  joined  in  afterwards.  Her  letters  to  him  are  a  proof  not  of  her 
cxccllenx:e  alone,  but  in  fome  meafure  of  his  too>  who,  in  a  charafter  fb 
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near  perfeftion,  infpired  a  flame  fo  ardent,  pure  and  lading.     No  pro- 
geny however  blefied  their  bed.     Nature  refufes  her  beft  confolations 
to  thofe  who  aft  againft  her  obvious  laws ;  nor  could  tliey  be  more 
grossly  violated  than  by  a  daughter  fitting  unchaftifed  by  her  own  con- 
icience  upon  a  living  parent's  throne.     Around  our  realms  meanwhile^ 
though  vice  received  no  countenance  from  the  court,  and  piety *s  pro- 
motion feemed  Queen  Mary's  favourite  care ;  a  ipirit  of  atheifm  and 
irrcligion  fpread  their  poifons  in  a  furprizing  manner  during  their  joint 
and  feparatc  reign.    Jamaica  lately  colonized,  was  no  fewer  than  three 
times  defolatcd  by  hurricanes,  a  new  and  frightful  phoenomenoh :  an 
earthquake,  being  attended  with  ftrange  commotions  of  the  air  and  fea 
in  i6q2,  almoft  fwallowed  up  Port  Royal  its  metropolis;  when  the  Swan 
frigate  was  flung  by  a  funous,  yet  providential  violence  of  wind  and 
water,  over  the  houfe  tops,  and  forcibly  driven  into  the  earth,  lb  as  to 
fervc  for  no  bad  afylum  to  the  few  terrified  creatures  who  outlived  the 
lofs  of  property,  friends  and  habitation.   Charity  was  requefted  for  them 
in  the  mother  country  ;  fermons  were  preached,  and  fubfcriptions  fet  on 
foot  in  favour  of  the  fufferers.   Royal  benefa<ftions  led  the  way,  and  the 
King  and  Queen  (for  the  firft  time  I  read  of)  fet  down  their  names 
among  thofe  of  their  fubjeds  in  a  joint  fum  fo  raifed.     Such  condu6l> 
and  fuch  fentiments,  are  among  the  beft  fruits  of  that  new  mode  in 
which  mankind  feemed  difpofcd  to  arrange  themfclves,  and  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe  where  the  wifeft  (unlcfs  Chincfc  are  to  be  fb  efteemcd) 
have  fixed  their  refidence.   There  were  other  confequcnccs  not  quite  as 
pleafing.   Theological  difputes  among  the  dodors  of  our  own  Anglican  . 
church  tormented  its  internal  peace,  while  wit  and  South  entered  the 
lifts  againft  Waterland,  Sherlock  and  learning.     Calvinifm  fplit  into  a 
variety  of  fefts,  and  complained  as  we  ourfclves  did  of  heterodox  opt- 
Xiions.     Pere  Sirmond,  upon  the  terra  firma,   frighted  the  friends  to 
Chriftianity  by  his  notions,  and  Perc  Hardouin,  by  running  too  haftily 
into  our  enemy's  camp,  feems  to  have  had  thofe  eyes  put  out  ^which 
watphed  the  world  &^  narrowly.     Meanwhile  politicks  grew  into  a 
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common  topick  of  convcrfation,  and  appeared  likely  to  become  every 
body's  care ;  religion  was,  after  Qneen  Mary's  death,  gradually  more 
and  more  flighted,  while  fcience  hcrfelf  began  a  little  to  ncgleft,  or  at 
Icaft  relax  in  her  ftudies,  and  fit  like  Venus  to  be  attired  by  the  Graces : 
no  more  bobbed  lips  and  toozed  ears,  fuch  as  old  Tufler  and  poor  Lady 
Jane  Ghray  lamented  in  times  paft.  Mr.  Locke  brought  up- tic w  me-» 
thods  more  congenial  to  the  liberal  fpirit  of  the  now  Whiggiih  na- 
tion, and  far  more  flattering  to  that  high  afpiring  genius,  that  indepen- 
dent humour,  warm  in  all  youthful  hearts,  while  parental  tendernefs, 
which  delighted  in  hearing  how  children  were  to  be  played  into  know- 
ledge ;  fmtled  to  obferve  the  accumulated  intelle A  of  one  whole  ge* 
neiation  dedicated  to  the  purpofe  of  faying  care  and  trouble  to  the 
next.  Old  whipping  Bufby  was  the  laft  fchoolmafter,  I  believe,  who 
tried  at  forcing  boys  by  dint  of  mere  Icverity  into  literature,  and  he  died 
in  Iflgs.  Sir  Richard  Steele  gave  weekly  inflrucftions  to  climb  the 
hill  Difficulty  by  ibme  Ihort  cut,  or  ealy  path  to  Fame*  Freedom  be- 
came the  univerial  theme,  and  freedom  in  opinion  pervading  church 
and  flate,  laughed  at  old  rules,  and  pointing  out  abfurdities  in  parents^ 
guardians,  kings  and  governors,  leilened  authority  in  every  hand  that 
was  accuftomed  to  hold  it.  Perhaps  it  mufl  be  confeft  that  fome  re- 
form was  not  unneceffary,  when  fo  late  as  the  marquis  of  Newcaftle's 
time,  that  noble  author  felt  himfclf  conftraincd  to  exhort  riding-maf- 
ters  not  to  carry  hecruy  ftones  in  their  pockets,  for  purpofe  of  throwing 
them  at  their  pupils  when  they  committed  faults  in  the  manege,  fate 
ungracefully  on  horfeback,  or  the  like.  Mrs.  Catharine  Clark  too,  wife 
of  the  learned  Samuel,  fcems  to  have  been  kept  clofc  to  rande7i  regime^ 
when  he  extols  her  for  having  never  rifen  from  table  without  making 
him  a  conrtcfy,  and  for  never  drinking  his  health  without  a  reverential 
bow ;  but  this  mode  of  being  ridiculous,  went  out  apace.  Comedies 
exhibited  fathers  in  the  charafter  of  old  miferly  wretches,  devoting 
their  daughters  to  a  long  courfe  of  forrow  in  the  arms  of  fomefliocking 
partner,  deformed  or  otherwife  difgufting,  for  the  fake  of  money ;  till 
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every  audience  joined  in  loud  applaufes  beftowcd  on  the  fpirited  girl 
who  broke  fuch  chains^  and  the  young  lover  who  was  reprefcnted  as 
infinitely  deferving.  Plays,  however,  had  Ibme  good  influence,  and  the 
fair  Queen  who  fuffered  her  hufband  and  her  people  to  place  her  on  an 
exiled  parent's  throne,  Ihewed  evident  figns  of  agitation  at  fome  paflages 
of  Dryden's  Spanifli  Friar,  which  (he  herfelf  had  rcfcued  from  the  obli- 
vion her  father's  prohibition  flung  it  into :  witnefe  a  letter  of  Lord  Not- 
tingham's, long  preferved  by  Mr.  Oldys,  and  now  depoiitcd  in  the  Britifli 
Mufeum  among  Dr.  Birch's  papers.*  That  nobleman  always  laid  among 
his  friends,  that  if  King  William  were  to  die  before  his  confort,  flit 
would,  he  was  confident,  call  her  father  home :  her  intents,  if  fuch 
they  were,  however,  expired  when  flie  did ;  nor  were  the  Englifli  likely 
to  feel  much  attachment  to  her  hufband,  or  he  to  them.  Sullen 
and  taciturn,  they  viewed  his  manner  with  rcipeftful  diflance,  but  no 
affe<^ion ;  yet  jealoufy  fubfifts  ibmetimes  where  no  love  is :  they  could 
not  bear  he  fliould  like  Holland  better,  and  iniHled  on  his  turning  oflf 
the  Dutch  guards  who  had  witnefl^ed  all  his  glories,  and  partaken  all 
his  perils.  On  this  Jble  occafion,  a  natural  and  fincere  exclamation 
burft  from  his  fwoln  heart :  «*  Oh,  but  if  I  had  a  fon,  (faid  he)  by 
"  Heaven  thefe  honeft  fellows  fliould  not  quit  me/' 

William  was  not  a  flirift  republican  even  in  hb  own  country ;  he 
had  maintained  in  his  youth  againft  the  De  Wits  that  portion  of  au- 
thority which  was  conflgned  to  him  as  Stadtholder,  without  diminfu- 
tion ;  and  to  fee  himfelf,  when  king,  left  able  to  do  any  aA  of  royalty 
than  he  was  while  Prince  of  Orange,  neccflTarily  muft  have  been  very 
grating  to  him.  He  wanted  to  fliinc  in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  as  the 
defender  of  its  liberties  againft  Louis  quatorze,  ta  whofc  court  his  an- 
tipathy was  increafed,  no  doubt,  on  hearing  that  when  a  random  fliot 

♦  Thofe  papers  (hew  flie  had  not  read  the  play  ;  but  commanded  it  to  be  aAcd,. 
in  hopes  'twould  ridicule  the  church  of  Rome,  till  fomc  paflages  pointed  againft  fe- 
male and  filial  ufurpation,  gave  her  fuch  pain  Ihc  fcarce  could  keep  from  fainting. 
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in  fome  Irifli  engagement  grazed  his  Ihoulder,  all  Paris  was  illuminated, 
the  fpies  they  had  about  us  having  brought  them  word  that  the  king's 
life  was  in  danger.  Such  meannefs  offended  all  the  world,  and  prin- 
cipally our  ever  faithful  friends  the  Portugueze  :  "  What  a  man  is  this 
''  Grand  Moitarque,  as  they  call  him,"  cried  Don  Pedro:  ''  if  William 
*^  dies,  my  mourning  Ihall  be  deepeft ;  for  if  he  is  a  heretick,  he  is  a 
*'  hero  too :  and  'tis  fufficient  he  fliould  be  damned  in  the  next  world, 
^'  methinks,  without  infulting  his  memory  in  this."  *Tis  of  the  fame 
fovereign  that  we  have  heard  it  related,  how  when  the  laft  grand 
treaty  of  the  feventeenth  century  was  brought  for  him  to  fign,  he 
kicked  it  impatiently  with  his  foot  as  it  fell  from  the  table,  and  it  tore. 
The  minifters  replacing  the  pieces  with  looks  of  affliAion'  and  fur- 
prize,  *'  Give  yourfelves  no  concern,  good  gentlemen,"  cries  Peter  II., 
*'  you  know  the  Grand  Moncrque  breaks  all  his  treaties,  and  will  break 
**  this  in  three  weeks  after  he  has  fet  his  name  tot^  far  worfc  than  I 
**  have  done."  The  year  1700,  however,  when  Toumcfort  let 
fprward  for  the  Archipelago  on  a  botanical  tour,  the  firfl:  upon  re- 
cord ;  when  Cailini  drew  his  meridian  line  acrofs  Bologna,  and  the 
monks  were  afraid  it  would  difturb  Santa  Petronilla  ;  the  year  1 700, 
iii  which  the  famous  poet,  Dryden,  breathed  his  laft  tuneful  note,  took 
from  us  an  infant  prince,  the  hopes  of  England,  fbn  to  Queen  Mary's 
fifter,  bred  here,  and  here  inftru^fted ;  a  model  of  excellence,  fb  far  as 
his  years  admitted  of  pcrfc<Slion :  but  as  his  pious  mother  had,  with- 
out repining,  followed  no  fewer  than  (ixteen  of  her  offspring  to  the 
grave,  fb  did  fhe  with  imexampled  and  godly -minded  refignation,  fee 
every  hope  extinguifhed  by  his  death,  which  now  appeared  a  fignal  for 
the  Jacobites  to  bring  forward  their  real  or  pretended  Prince  of  Wales. 
The  Proteftant  females  having  no  iffue,  ahd  the  Duke  of  Zell  being 
in  every  fenfc  at  a  diftance,  King  William  had,  in  a  manner,  adopted 
this  child,  the  Duke  of  Glo'fter,  whofe  progrefs  in  every  fcience  was 
atlonifhing ;  and  only  equall'd,  not  I  believe  furpafs'd,  by  Edward  VI,, 
no  lefs  unhappily  fnatched  away.     The  Princefs  of  Denmark  bore  our 
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united  lofs  better  than  did  her  brother-in-law,  who,  as  the  phrafc  is,, 
never  more  looked  up.     Lord  Sommers  had  been  in  a  manner  forced 
from  his  couhcils  juil  before  ;  not  as  the  Eari  of  Strafford  from  thofe 
of  Charles  the  firft,  by  a  feverely  fcrutinizing  parliament,  the  cen- 
furing  power,  which  made  compliance  the  purchafc  of  fupplies ;  but 
by  a  fet  of  fa<5lious  nobles,  whofe  whole  employment  fecms  to  have 
been  teaiing  and  difturbing  the  reigning  Prince,  in  order  to  prepare  the 
way  for  his  admiflion,  to  whom  they  would  fcarce  have  afforded  larger 
means  of  doing  what  he  liked,  and  would  not  have  approved  when 
once  'twas  done.     A  notion  was  imbibed,  that  kings  might  be  called 
in  and  driven  out  again  as  pleafed  men  beft  ;  but  the  notion  made  no 
one  happy ;  *twas  impoffible  that  government  could  maintain  ftability 
while  fuch  ideas  prevailed  ;  our  rival  fovercigns  both  were  very  ill ; 
but  firfl,  and  with  the  century  expired  the  half- abdicating,  half-exiled^ 
half-tam'd,  and  half- tyrannick,  James  the  fecond ;  whofe  haughtinefs 
and  cruelty,  as  he  had  adopted  chiefly  from  fancying  they  were  neccffary 
qualities  for  a  king,  he  wholly  laid  afidc  when  all  hopes  of  being  a 
king  were  over.     He  died  with  exemplary  marks  of  love  for  that  reli- 
gious perfualion  to  which  he  had  facrificed  all  earthly  intercft ;  and 
though  the  remote  occafion  of  his  death  was  doubtlefs  a  heart  broken 
by  the  behaviour  of  his  daughters,  the  immediate  cauie  of  his  laft 
convulfion  was  fuppofcd  to  be  a  fudden  influx-  of  joy  upon  the  kind 
vifit  of  his  friend  and  patron,  Louis  XIV.,  who  promifed  to  acknow- 
ledge his  infant  fon  as  fucceffor  to  Britain's  throne,,  in  fpite  of  treaties^ 
or  declarations  to  the  contrary.     That  promiie,  explicitly  pronounced 
at  his  bed's  fide,  brought  the  laft  founds  of  diftant  confblation  to  the 
dull  ear  of  a  dying  prince,  whom  no  ingratitude  from  the  children 
of  his  firft  marriage  could  cure  of  fondnefs  for  thofe  bom  in  his  latter 
days;  and  whofe  tender  embracements  at  parting  finally  with  the 
favourite  boy,  ferved  afterwards  as  a  full  refutation  of  the  ftories  once 
railed  and  long  believed^  and  of  late  raifed  again,  concerning  his 
fpurious  birth.    * 
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SWEDEN,  DENMARK,  POLAND,  RUSSIA,  AND  TURKEY, 

FROM  1700  TO   AD.   1725. 

THE  fatigue  of  looking  a  long  way  back  for  ftriking  events,  and  oc- 
currences of  confequence  fufficient  to  detain  the  reader's  willing 
RetroJpeSlton,  now  changes  to  the  fear  of  fuffering  fuch  fafts  to  efcape 
as  have  engaged  thofe  very  readers,  or  their  immediate  parents,  in  pur 
fuits  of  confequence  to  prefent  happincfs  or  mifery.     Difcourfe  of  long 
pall  ages  feems  to  die  away  as  does  the  diftant  roar  of  dafhing  waters, 
and  the  reverfed  perfpedlive  long  ftretched  out  to  catch  remote  tornados, 
alters  now  ;  and  fliews  men  ftruggling  with  new  entanglements,  the 
Ihifting  fail  of  fudden  filly  paflion,  and  the  under  current  of  concealed 
intereft.     When  the  fea  threatens  to  run  high,  however ;  the  little 
petrels  long  fluttering  round  fomc    large  majeflick  vefTcl,  drop  for 
fecurity  into  her  ample  wake,  where  for  a  while  an  artificial  calm  giveS 
them  conveyance  over  the  wild  ocean,  and  opportunity  to  look  around. 
So  feels  the  author  of  this  Syllabus,  while  following Mufcovy's  immortal 
Czar  to  empire  and  to  fame.  We  have  not  time  indeed  to  take  his  road, 
but  fcize  at  befl  a  momentary  advantage  from  that  vafl  freight  of  glory 
which  he  gained,  by  means  that  would  moft  ftrangely  have  retarded 
the  courfe  of  any  other  prince  but  only  him.     By  fludying  to  obey 
he  learned  to  command ;  and  as  fbon  as  the  death  of  his  brother  Ivan 
had  left  him  no  partner  in  the  feat  of  fupreme  power,  he  put  the 
crown  as  'twere  into  commiffion,  and  voluntarily  entered  himfelf, 
while  young,   of  the  coarfe  college  held  by  Iharp  adverfity  in  partner- 
fhip  with   labour.      A  drummer  now  in  his  own  regiment,   Peter 
ftudied  a  foldier's  duties,  and  led  a  foldier's  life  ;  by  merit  rifing  fbon 
•  Vol.  11.  S  f  to 
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to  be  a  ferjcant,  he  knew  how  to  puniih  breach  of  difcipline,  and 
quickly  faw  'twas  that  alone  which  rendered  armies  formidable  in 
fight,  or  gave  renown  to  thofe  that  led  them  on.  Brave,  but  con- 
fidering  bravery  alone  as  a  mere  fingle  attribute  among  many  far  lefs 
indifpenfable  to  generals  or  kings,  this  extraordinary  perfonage  appeared 
to  feel  that  his  own  fubjeifls  were  as  yet  only  his  fellow  barbarians,  yet 
he  felt  too  that  they  might  one  day  be  all  which  humanity  can  boaft 
on  earth — fcholars,  foldiers,  chriftians;  they  were  yet  far  from  all. 
The  Greek  church  was  indeed  profclTedly  the  church  eftablifhment  of 
Mufcovy,  but  fo  ill  were  the  Scriptures  underftood,  their  Patriarch 
forbid  all  fmoaking  of  tobacco,  q^  a  crime  againft  Heaven,  while 
drinking  to  excefs  was  pardoned  and  encouraged,  *'  becaufe,  (faid  he) 
*•  the  brandy  goes  down  a  man's  throat,  the  fmoke  comes  out  at  his 
*'  mouth,  and  what  comes  forth  from  the  mouth  'tis  that  defiles  a 
''  man."  So  much  for  their  religion  and  morality.  With  regard  ta 
fcience,  no  one  in  Ruflia  then  pretended  to  it :  the  comet  which  ap- 
pearing in  1O8O,  remained  vifible  till  March  1O8I,  and  engaged  the 
attention  of  England,  France,  and  Italy,  while  Newton  and  Halley, 
Caflini  and  De  La  Hire,  iludied  its  courfe,  and  counted  its  fteps  by 
trigonometry,  finding  its  diftance  oncfemi-diameter  only  of  the  earfh,not 
the  earth's  orbit,  when  at  its  clofeft  degree  of  proximity,  the  poor 
Mufcovians  burned  in  their  capital  an  ambalFador's  fecretary  who  cal- 
culated an  eclipfe  of  the  fun.  Even  fimple  arithmctick  was  unknown, 
and  Voltaire  feems  to  think  the  accounts  of  their  fovereign's  treafury 
were  kept  with  no  greater  accuracy  than  a  Mexican  quipos :  he  is^ 
however,  delighted  to  find  out  how  they  carry  their  ideas  of  exiftence 
as  a  nation  (even  thoufand  two  hundred  and  feven  years  back,  as  if  the 
chronology  of  fuch  enquirers  could  be  worth  recording,  who  to  turn 
away  this  terror  of  the  Iky,  this  unaccounted-for  appearance  which 
affrighted  them,  had  recourfe  to  forcery  and  magick  arts^  fcarcely 
reproved  by  the  patriarch  himfelf,  around  whofe  horfe  they  clung  for 
fafcty,  and  proftratcd  themfelves  beneath  its  feet.   Peter  refolved  wifely 
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on  his  difmiffal,  with  whom,  more  than  with  brother  John,  he  had 
iliared  authority,  but  Ruflia  was  not  ripe  for  fuch  a  mcafure. 

An  embaffage  was  fcnt  to  Amfterdam,  and  in  the  train  of  his  am- 
baflador.went  Peter's  lelf — arrived  in  Holland,  he  refolved  to  catch  the 
fpirit  of  the  country,  and  he  caught  it :  entering  their  docks  as  a  working 
carpenter,  Michaelhoff  by  name,  he  learned  how  to  conftruft  and  man  a 
trading  veffel ;  but  fancying  more  might  yet  be  gleaned  from  us,  con* 
cerning  Ihips  of  war,  he  crofled  to  England,  and  remained  hicog.  a  la- 
bourer at  Chatham  and  at  Plymouth :  a  fchool  for  mathematical  and 
nautical  knowledge  at  a  fmall  town  in  Kent,  boafts  him  an  inmate  for 
the  purpofes  of  ftudy,  and  one  would  think  the  man  had  known  he 
was  to  have  lived  and  reigned  for  fifty  years,  when  he  paifed  nine  of 
them  tlius  in  abfolute  improvement,  and  clofe,  though  coarfe  educa- 
tian.  Delicacy  however,  will  not  be  learned  in  a  dock-yard,  nor  was 
refinement  likely  to  refult  from  pradlice  of  a  foot-lbldier's  life  in  camp 
or  town.  When  Peter  married  he  dilliked  his  confbrt,  and  after  flic 
had  brought  her  fon  Alexis,  the  emperor  fliut  her  in  a  convent,  where 
flic  remained  till  death.  The  Strelitzers  revolted,  and  he  broke  them; 
*'  There  fliall  (fays  he)  be  no  more  Strelitzers  to  rebel.'*  With  thefe 
he  furely  took  the  fliorteft  way,  however  with  himfelf  he  had  chofcn  the 
longeft;  but  when  got  home  he  had  no  more  time  to  lofe.  Patkul 
had  fled  from  Charles  eleventh's  fcverity,  and  found  a  kind  reception 
from  Augufl:us,  eledlor  of  Saxony,  an  active  chara<fter,  to  whom  this 
brave  deferter  reprefented  the  eafe  of  conquering  Livonia  from  his  fuc- 
ceflbr:  (a  youth  whofe  crown  was  fcarcely  warm  upon  his  head)  if 
they  could  gain  afliftance  from  the  Czar.  Peter  deferred  his  proje<9;s 
of  improving  in  hopes  of  aggrandizing  his  enormous  territory ;  but  thofe 
who  write  his  life  place  it  to  wifer  motives.  Having  watched  and  ad- 
mired the  greatnefs  of  his  mind,  'tb  natural  they  fliould  difcovcr  no 
dark  comers  in  it,  but  Retro/peSiion  is  not  hiftory.  We  have  fefcn  all 
princes  in  all  ages  yield  to  the  temptation  of  making  war  without  the 
remote  meaning  of  teaching  their  rough  troops  the  martial  art,  and 
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Peter  was  not  proof  againft  fuddcn  temptations  of  any  kind.  To  this 
warm  one  he  willingly  yielded,  made  a  firm  league  with  Frederick 
IV.  of  Denmark,  and  Auguftus,  known  by  name  of  Le  Saxe  Galant> 
and  marched  fixty  thoufand  men  againft  Ingria.  They  marched  like 
Cerberus  to  meet  young  Hercules — *'  Tres  contudit  i£luy'  cried  Charles 
of  Sweden,  and  hafted  to  defend  that  which  had  fallen  to  him  by  fair 
inheritance.  At  fourteen  years  of  age  this  fturdy  prince  being  at  a  review 
looked  grave  and  difcompofed,  but  would  not  fpeak.  *'  What  occu- 
"  pies  your  majefty's  thoughts  fo  ?**  faid  Count  Piper,  "  Does  not  the 
*^  fight  of  fuch  brave  men  amufe  you  ?" — *'  I  think,"  replied  the  boy^ 
"  they  are  brave  men,  and  fo  I  think  am  I,  or  fhall  be  foon :  I 
"  think  too,  we  are  all  under  command  0(3.  wo  man — 'tis  therefore  I 
*'  look  grave,  and  fo  may  you.'* 

The  regent  heard  and  hafted  to  diveft  herfelf  of  that  authority  flie 
could  not  keep :  for  Charles  the  eleventh,  who  defpifed  his  wife,  re- 
vered his  mother  Hedwiges  fo  highly,  he  had  left  all  in  her  hands  till 
his  fon  fliould  attain  eighteen  years,  whereas  in  Sweden  kings  came  of 
age  at  fifteen  by  old  ufages.  It  is  not  good,  and  hardly  ever  wife,  te 
take  away  the  bloom  from  early  life:  Charles  was  of  age  at  fifteen  years 
'tis  plain.  Before  the  term  his  father  had  prefcribed  him,  this  young 
hero  had  turned  his  arms  on  his  foft  mother's  family,  on  Denmark  ; 
where  Chrifticrn  the  fifth's  long  and  happy  reign  peacefully  fucceeded 
their  Frederick  the  third's  quiet  one ;  difturbed  chiefly  by  that  tremen- 
dous fire  at  Copenhagen,  which  deftroyed  two  hundred  habitations  of 
nobility,  having  begun  upon  the  fpot  round  which  they  were  chiefly 
built,  the  Opera  houfe.  'Twas  at  that  occafion  an  accident  befel,, 
which,  ornamented  by  the  Tatler,  has  beguiled  mc  and  all  my  readers 
of  many  a  tender  tear.     See  No.  94. 

But  'twas  in  anno  Domini  1 700,  that  Frederick  IV.  brother  to  ill- 
ufed  Ulrica,  fate  on  a  throne  (haken  by  his  fifter's  child,  fcarcely  fifteen 
years  old,  and  ran  for  refuge  to  Auguftus  of  Drefden  and  Peter  of  RuflTiat. 
whofe  triple  alliance  was  but  viewed  with  fcom  by  Charles,  who,  read- 
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ing  Quintus  Curtius,  fighed  for  power,  that  he  might  conquer  all  the 
world,  he  (aid — »*^  For  I  haye  as  good  health  as  Alexander  had  (con- 
tinued he)  and  more  leifure  for  the   work.'^     In   fad,  fix  weeks  war 
completely  wearied  the  firft  of  his  competitors,  the  uncle :  his  fleet  ufe- 
lefs,  his  troops  beaten,  his  capital  threatened  with  immediate  bombard- 
ment. "  One  of  our  barking  curs  is  filenced  now,"  quoth  the  nephew, 
and  contented  himfelf  with  accepting  homage,  forbearing  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  a  parent's  houfe.     Poland's  new  king,  the  eledor  of  Saxony, 
was  drinking  merrily  the  while  with  his  ally  the  Czar ;  but  their  anta- 
gonift  who  rarely  eat  flefh  meat,  and  never  quenched  his  thirft  except 
with  water,  having  finiflied  his  Danifli  expedition,  threw  unexpected 
fuccours  into  Riga,  and  ran  to  meet  their  overloaded  array  before  the 
town  o(  Narva,  in  November.    A  iharp  and  minute  fnow  drove  in  the 
faces  of  the  Ruffian  fbldiers,  who  had  befides  quarrelled  with  thofe  of 
Auguftus,  that  now  on  day  of  battle  thwarted  and  reproached  them, 
whilfl;  the  foul  air  covering  the  Swedes'  fmall  numbers,  and  affifting 
their  efforts,  gave  them  the  viftory,  though  not  exceeding  nine  thou- 
fand  effective  men.     Proud  of  their  prince,  rejoicing  in  his  glory,  the 
conquerors  cared  too  little  for  their  foes :  Count  Piper  faid,  the  pri- 
foners  were  fo  numerous,  'twere  better  let  the  favage  fellows  go,  after  re- 
proaching them  their  aukvvardnefs  and  fmall  acquaintance  with  the  arts 
of  war.  **  We  are  incumbered  by  them,"  cried  the  king,  ''let  them  repafi 
*'  the  river  if  they  will."     Of  thefc  troops,  many  thoufands  [t/ien  well 
difciplined)  contributed  to  gain  the  battle  of  Pultowa,  under  their  wife 
and  pertinacious  Czar,  whoobferved  after  his  defeat  at  Narva,  "  That 
**  it  was  true  the  Swedes  had  been  victorious,  but  by  fucli  beating, 
*'  Ruffia  would  learn  to  conquer."  To  put  her  in  a  poflurc  of  defence, 
inftead  of  crying  to  their  tutelary  faint  by  the  blafphemous  appellation 
of.  Omnipotent  and  infinitely  great  Saint  Nicholas,  Peter  fbon  fet  them 
to  melt  cannon,  and  begged    three    thoufand  men   from  Denmark, 
but  Frederick  durft  not  comply.     From  Charles's  threatening  afped: 
find  difcourfe,   half  Europe  flirunk  affxightedv    'Twas  his  intent,  he 
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•faid,  to  fcizc  it  all ;  a  projeA  no  one  doubted,  but  of  which,  all  the  ap- 
plaufc  depends  on  the  fucccfs,     Jofcph  I.,  fon  and  fucceflbr  to  fleady 
Leopold,  late  emperor  of  Germany,  gave  every  thing  he  aiked  without 
difputing  ;  and  when  the  Pope's  nuncio  at  Vienna,  cenfured  his  yield- 
ing up  a  hundred  churches  for  ufe  of  the  Lutheran  religion  in  Auf- 
•tria — *'  Let  us  thank  God  and  think  ourfclves  too  happy,  Moniignore,'* 
'Cricd  the  good  humoured  foverelgn,  with  a  fmile ;  **  that  this  fierce 
**  conqueror  did  not  infift  on  you  and  I  both  turning  Protcftants — we 
'**  fliould  fcarccly  have  been  able  to  refill,  I  fear." 

*T was  one  of  thofe  jokes   which  border  on  the  truth.     He  had  ib 
terrified  the  Polanders,  l)y  telling  the  cardinal  primate  they  fhould  have 
no  peace  till  they  had  chofcn  another  fovereign,and  driven  away  from 
them  their  <ncwly-ele<5tcd  Auguilus,  that  he  feeing  force  alone  could 
•defend  him,  went  out  and  fought  for  his  crown  boldly  at  the  head  of 
twenty-four  thoufand  men,    lofing   the   battle  to    twelve  thousand 
Swedes,  and  with  the  battle  all  well-founded  hopes.     Cracow  indeed, 
held  out  againft  the  vidor,  refufing  to  open  her  gates  at  his  command  ; 
-but  Charles  feeing  a  man  preparing  to  fire  a  cannon  on  him,  from  a  low 
parapet,  leaped  on  the  fellow  with  a  fuddcn  fpring,  and  fnatched  the 
lighted  mifchief  from  his  hand.     To  the  ftrange  promptitude  and  va- 
lour of  this  adion,  all  fubmitted:  Mankind  applauded  the  theatrick 
ftroke,  and  Poland's  throne  was  declared  vacant  the  fame  day.     That 
a  Sobiclki  ihould  fit  on  it  feemed  equitably  judged  by  Alexander's  mo- 
dern imitator.     That  it  fhould  be  refufed  by  a  young  prince  ftill  more 
heroick   than  Abdolonimus,  brought  back   to  cvory  body's  mind  the 
long-paft  ages  of  half-fabulous  hiftory,  and  the  plains  of  Narva  were 
compared  with  the  battle  of  Arbela*    Czar  Peter  only  forbore  flirink- 
ing  from  fucli  fights  or  fuch  rccolle<ftion.     *'  My  brother  of  Sweden 
**  afts  admirably  thepart  of  Alexander,  •'faid  he,"  but  in  me  (hall  he  find 
*'  no  Darius."     With  that  true  obfcrvation  between  his  lips,  this  em- 
peror's care  was  to  gather  ojp  all  the  flocks  from  wafted  Poland,  and  ftill 
worfe  threatened  Saxony,  fetdi  in  workmen^  let  up  manufadures,  dig 
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canals,  and  lay  the  firft  ftone  of  his  new  metropolis,  meant  to  be  called 
by  his  own  name,  and  placed  in  a  convenient  part  of  his  dominions, 
whence  to  proteA  them  againft  intrufive  violence.  Such  condu<fl  was 
by  no  means  unneceffary :  Charles  fent  a  little  fleet  to  try  their  fortunes 
on  a  new  element.  The  projeft  failed,  and  whilft  his  rival  fet  up  Sta- 
niflaus  Leckziniky  on  Augufhis  of  Saxony's  throne  at  Warfaw,  Peter 
took  the  town  of  Narva,  ran  up  and  down  the  ftreets  fword  in  hand, 
to  hinder  thofe  exceflts  which  always  are  committed  by  conquering 
troops  in  a  long-refifting  city  after  fubmiffion  ;  and  (hewing  the  inha- 
bitants his  ftained  armour,  cried  out,  *'  'Tis  Ruffian  blood  with  which. 
^  I  am  thus  covered,  laving j/e?«r  wives  and  children  from  my  mad  fel- 
**  lows."  When  he  went  home  after  this  expedition,  it  was  to  launch, 
an  eighty-gun  man  of  war,  the  firft  that  ever  touched  the  port  Arch- 
angel. 

Oppofition  to  luch  a  ibvereign  appeared  unlikely  to  produce  that 
feme  which  Charles,  more  young  and  more  hot-headed,  fighed  for  im*- 
mediate  enjoyment  of:  add  to  this,  that  man.  will  try  to  be  happyy5;»^ 
way,  and  whilft  Peter  made  his  felicity  out  of  matters  more  eafily  at- 
tained, the  Swcdifh  hero  rigidly  temperate  and  ftriAly  moral,. denied . 
himfelf  the  lawful  comforts  and  conveniencies  of  life  :  for  compenlation- 
he  accepted  the  diftrcffcs  of  Saxony  and  its  elector's  houie,  now  driven- 
to  mifery,  almoft  to  want,  merely  by  the  Ihowy  qualities  of  Auguftus 
that  in  an  evil  hour  won  the  hearts  of  all  thePolanders  to  crown  him  king. 

Their  new  fovcreign,  however,  did  not  difgrace  the  choice  of 
Charles  the  twelfth.  Wife,  amiable,  beneficent,  and  brave  was  StiniOaus 
Lcckziniky,  of  an  open  countenance  and  ferene  afpeft  that  pleafed  with- 
out infinuating  fweetnefs,  and  impofed  refpedl  without  the  look  of. 
feverity.  Chofen  by  a  hero,  he  had  the  hero's  philofophick  diftegard? 
of  all  external  ornament,  lived  moderately,  ipokc  gravely,  and  re- 
femj)led  the  Ulyftes  of  antiquity,  while  his  patron  took  for  model  the 
Adiilles.  "  This  man  fhall  be  always  my  frtendy^  faid  Charles ;  "  he 
"  lies  on  ftraw,  though  he  has  been  umbaffador  in  Turkey/*     He  was 

eleded,. 
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dcded,  and  Auguftus  was  purfued :  the  king  of  Sweden  broke  his 
thigh  by  a  fall  from  his  horfc  in  following  him,  and  that  accident  gave 
time  for  his  cfcape :  a  prince  however,  highly  accompliflicd,  who  had 
difguifcd  and  defcrtcd  the  rfcligious  opinions  in  which  he  was  bred, 
defen  ed  fome  of  thefe  mortifications  ;  his  Saxon  fubjeds,  loyal  as  they 
were,  reproached  their  fugitive  fovereign  a  little,  for  having  abandoned 
the  Proteftant  caufe,  and  he  made  in  return  fome  kind  conceflions,  and 
drew  the  line  impervious  for  any  Popilh  fuccclTor  at  Drefden  to  m- 
jure  or  infult  the  I^utherans.     Auguftus  was  a  martial  charader,  gay, 
beautiful,  good-humoured;   fpeaking  all  languages  with  volubility; 
loved  by  the  women,  admired  by  the  wits,  and   followed  by  his  fol- 
diers  with  alacrity.     When  fccking  to  drive  care  away  by  convivial 
gaiety  on  his  return  from  Poland,  he  called  round  him  all  thofe  who 
could  contribute  to  enliven  the  pleafures  of  the  table  by  converfation ; 
but  the  circulating  glafs  was  ftill  found  to  deftroy  their  powers  of  en- 
tertaining him,  while  his  remained  not  only  unimpaired,  but  heightened 
by  each  bottle.     Profeflbr  Graevius  at  length  undertook  to  drink  his 
eledoral  highncfs  quite  down  :  they  fate  from  four  o'clock  one  after- 
noon till  five  next  morning,  and  the  tired  pages  counted  to  twelve 
bottles  and  a  half.     King  Auguftus  then  complained  a  little  of  his 
head,  and  Graevius  faid,  "  I  take  my  leave,  fir,  and  will  now  go  home 
"  for  half  an  hour,  juft  to  change  my  drefs,  then  read  a  public  ledure 
"  in  the  fchools :"  he  did  fo,  and  the  wond'ring  audience  bore  teftimony 
to  his  fiiperior  powers  of  reafoning.     With  fuch  men  did  our  cen- 
tury begin.     Seven  years  of  it  only  had  elapfed,  when  confiding  in  his 
own  arts,  or,  to  fpeak  more  truly,  his  only  natural  manners,  by  fo  many 
people  found  irrcfiftible,  the  baffled  eledor  fought  a  conference  with 
Sweden's  vuSlorious  king.     They  met  at  GuttendorfF,  and  dined  to- 
gether at  the  apartments  of  Count  Piper;  but  although  Charles  treated 
him  kindly,  and  feemed  not  wholly  unimprefled  by  his   agreeable 
.fluency  and  pleafing  carriage,  no  point  was  gained,    Patkul  the  de- 

ierter  was  rigoroufly  claimed,   and  roughly  punilhed,  though  to  gain 
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time  he  had  pretended  to  difcover  the  art  of  making  gold.  Cupidity 
had  however,  no  charms  for  him,  who  fteadily  refifted  every  temp- 
tation to  voluptuous  delights  ;  even  the  beautiful  countefs  of  Konigf- 
marc  had  been  infidioufly  directed  to  fpread  her  fnares  in  vain  to 
catch  the  gothick  heart  of  this  femi-barbarous  chieftain,  who  de- 
fended it  by  a  thick  buff  belt,  over  his  tight  blue  coat  and  copper  but- 
tons, impervious  to  attack  from  female  wiles. 

Meanwhile  the  Czar  of  Mufcovy  complained  aloud  to  all  the  princes 
of  Europe,  and  tried  to  raife  up  enemies  for  his  rival,  but  all  the  princes 
of  Europe  were  engaged.  Their  fole  care  was  to  turn,  if  poiTible,  what 
it  appeared  no  living  force  could  flop ;  and  Churchill  duke  of  Marl- 
borough, intrufted  with  an  important  embafly  from  England,  made  his 
appearance  in  the  camp  at  Altranftadt,  where  in  Count  Piper*s  tent 
the  king  of  Sweden  received  homage  from  one  potentate,  and  congra- 
tulations from  another;  whilft  all  felt  apprehenfions  difgraceful  to 
oonfefs.  Peter  now  offered  terms  of  accommodation.  "  We'll  treat 
'*  with  him  in  hh  own  capital,'^  was  the  reply  given  by  this  haughty 
monarch,  who  pofTefTed  in  very  deed  and  truth, 

A  frame  of  adamant,  a  foul  of  fire, 

No  dangers  fright  him,  and  no  labours  tire  ; 

O'er  love,  o'er  fear,  extends  his  wide  domain, 

Unconquer'd  lord  of  pleafure  and  of  pain. 

No  joys  to  him  pacifick  fceptres  yield. 

War  founds  the  trump— he  ruflies  to  the  field. 

Behold  furrounding  kings  their  pow'rs  combine. 

And  one  capitulate  and  one  refign  ; 

Peace  courts  his  hand,  but  fpreads  her  charms  in  vain, 

Think  nothing  gain'd,  he  cries,  till  nought  remain : 

On  Mofcow's  wall  till  Gothick  ftandardsfly, 

A«d  all  be  mine  beneath  the  polar  fky. 

/ 

With  fuch  a  champion  our  highly-poliflied  Churchill  held  an  inter- 
view well  worth  Titian's  pencil,  had  he  lived   to   mark  tlK;  contrail 
tifibic  between  a  general  fought  througl:  all  the  fouth  of  Europe,  a 
Vol.  IL  T  t  warrior 
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warrior  before  whom^  all  the  north  pf  it  feemed  to  have  caufe  ta 
tremble,  between  great  Marlborough  who  flionc  a  guardian  angel  to 
the  empire^  bright  as  the  fun  at  noon,  with  cheering  warmth-  and 
hcalth-difpenfmg  radiance;  adored  by  foreign  realms  as  he  pafs'd 
round  them,  but  to  invigorate  and  to  protcd:,  while 

Cliailcs  of  Sweden  like  a  comet  Hood, 
That  firco  the  length  of  Ophiucus  huge^ 
Tth  aiftic  fky;  and  from  his  horrid  hair 
Shakes  peflilence  and  war. 

At  the  firft  fight  of  the  ambaifador's  fine  form  and  ftudied  graces,  a. 
wild  fmile  cxpreffing  ineffable  contempt,  fprung  to  the  king's  lips  as 
he  ftrodc  to  the  other  fide  the  room,  which  reluunded  to  his  great 
jack  boots ;  our  wary  envoy  underflood  liis  play ;.  he  had  never  at  that 
/noment  fate  down  before  a  town  which  did  not  yield,  or  opened  a 
negociation  which  proved  unfuccefsfuL  He  faw  that  negociation 
here  would  prove  fuperfluous ;   obferving  a  large  book  of  maps  that 

«  *  * 

lay  in  the  tent,  he  open  d  it,  and  fpoke  of  Mufcovy  to  the  Count 
Piper.  The  filver- founding  voice  for  which  le  hel  Anglots  *  was  {o 
admired,  loft  not  its  power  on  Charles :  he  ftarted,  liftening  as  the 
poets  defcribe  brutes  to  mufick,  when  Churchill,  once  fecuref  of  kis  at- 
tention,, drew  the  king*s  eye  that  way ;  and  feeing  how  it  flruck  fire  at 
the  name  of  Czar,  took  care  to  point  him  out  a  glorious  conquefl, 
and  left  th'  unfinilhed  conference  well  afTured,  that  France  and 
Auflria  might  difpute  their  claims  all  unmolcfled  by  this  mad  cr- 
ratick,  which  would  but  crofs  the  exterior  orb  perhaps,  not  be  per- 
mitted to  diflurb  the  f}'flem.  Accordingly  the  ftorm  began  to  roll 
away  and  in  no  very  dangerous  dircdion,  although  one  whole  year 
fpent  on  the  confines  of  Saxony,  had  nothing  fbftened  or  changed  his 
cvcr'-martial  manners  or  his  purpofe.  He  rofe  at  four  o'clock,  lived 
on  his  horfe  almofl,  fate  to  his  dinner  but  jufl  twenty  minutes,  drank 
no  wine,  converfed  with  no  man  of  effeminate  carriage,  nor, ever  faw 

*  The  handfomc  EngUJliman  was  the  name  by  which  foreigners  long  called  our  duke 
of  Marlborougli, 
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a  woman  but  by  chance.  When  he  confidered  his  troops  as  comr 
plcted  and  excrcifed  fufBciently,  the  march  began,  and  his  intention 
was  fuppofed  by  all  to  be  no  lefs  than  pulling  Peter  from  his  heredi- 
^  tary  feat,  as  he  had  thrown  Auguftus  from  his  clcftive  one.  Finding 
himfclf  upon  the  road  near  Drefden,  he  could  not  however,  withftand 
an  odd  temptation,  to  go  incog,  and  vifit  king  Auguftus,  before  the  re- 
cent  wound  was  healed,  which  had  been  given  to  his  heart  and  ho- 
nour. No  Swedilh  officers  had  ever  dared  to  mention  the  word 
fafety  in  the  prefence  of  their  matter  :  he  took  but  three  with  him,  and 
found  the  eledlor  fitting  in  a  rohe  de  chamhre,  fomewhat  indifpofcd. 
So  ftrange  a  vifitant,  and  fb  unexpe(5led,  rouzed  him  however,  and  they 
walked  and  talked,  and  Charles  made  the  elector  Ihew  him  the  fortifica- 
tions. A  deferter  from  Stockholm  there  threw  himfelf  on  his  knces> 
and  begged  his  highnefs  to  rcqueft  his  pardon  from  the.gothick  warrior. 
^^  I  think  indeed,"  fays  Auguftus  to  Count  Hoorn,  *'  his  majefty  will 
**  not  deny  me." — "  Oh  fir,  for  God's  fake,  afk  him  not,"  cries  Hoom, 
^*  he  might  have  granted  fuch  a  favour  at  his  houfe,  but  I  am  con- 
^'  vinced  that  he  will  not  at  yours '^  The  Saxon's  compafilonate 
heart  braved  a  difgraceful  refufal,  and  received  one.  ^*  Well !"  faid  he, 
gaily,  *'  I  might  have  reflefted  that  we  loft  Poland  to  this  extraordi- 
*'  nary  man  by  getting  a  viftory,  not  a  defeat."  The  fad:  was  true,  and 
perhaps  does  ftand  fingle  upon  hiftorick  annals ;  for  when  in  the  year 
1/04,  Auguftus  had  fent  to  defire  terms  of  accommodation,  he  was, 
while  they  were  on  the  tapis,  tempted  to  win  one  battle  over  Mayers- 
feld,  the  Swedilh  general,  at  Califh.  He  did  win  it,  and  dug,  by  this 
means,  a  little  deeper  the  abyfs  of  mifery  In  which  he  was  plunged  be- 
fore, Charles  was  but  made  the  more  inflexible  to  each  propofal  under 
confideration,  and  while  the  elector  caufcd  a  Te  Deiim  to  be  fung  in  his 
depopulated  capital,  came  orders  which  he  dared  not  dlfobey,  inftantly 
to  abdicate  the  throne  they  fought  for.  If  this  occurrence  is  un- 
matched ia  ftory,  fo  is  the  yifit  made  by  Charles  in  1 707,  and  his  re- 
turn fafe  to  the  camp  again,  where  all  his  captains  looked  with  wild 

T  t  2  alarm, 
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alarm,  left  he  (hould  be  detained  ;  but  their  bold  fovereign  drove  on 
towards  the  Ukraine,  not  fuffering  one  tear  of  joy  when  he  capne  back. 

Peter  meanwhile,  active,  prudent,  and  pertinacious,  ceafed  not  to 
build  his  new  city,  or  bring  arts  and  fciences  into  his  old  one.  Mofcow 
felt  the  influence   of  her  prince's   prefcnce ;  and  he  felt   xmfeigned 
delight  in  thofc  impro\  emcnts,  which  juftly  might  be  called  the  work 
of  his  own  hands.     From  the  firft  moment  that  he  planned  another 
metropolis,  he  rcfolvcd  not  to  abandon  that  where  his  earlieft  fondncfe 
was  fixed  j  but  w  hen  the  Dutch   difcovercd  a  defire  of  trading  to 
Petcrfbyrgh,  every  encouragement  was  afforded,  and  every  temptatioa 
to  fuch  a  commerce  was  difplayed,     Ruffia  grew  wifer,,  and  richer^ 
and  happier  every  year,  notwithftanding  the  threats  of  her  tremendous 
neighbour,  who  making  advances  yet  unchecked,  was  burning  huts 
that  he  called  villages  upon  his  march,  and  failing  not  to  beat  feverely 
every  general  fent  by  the  Czar  to  oppofe  him.     The  troops  that  cluf- 
tared  round  Grodno  w^ere  happily,  by  a  grand  manoeuvre,,  faved  from 
his  fury ;  but  the  Mufcovites  fell  before  him  by  hundreds  and  by  thou- 
iands.     An  invading  army,  however,  penetrating  through  a  country 
under  latitude  08,  during  the  months  of  December  and  January,  leems 
as  if  it  would  need  no  valour  to  deftroy,  no  ftratagems  of  war  to  extir- 
pate it ;  every  ftep  trodden  was  in  terra  incognita,  each  mountain  was 
guarded  by  bogs  unforefeen,  and  each  marfhy  ground  was  fortified  by 
rocks  fcarce  difcerniblc  through  fnows  nearly  eternal.  Like  terriers  who 
fight  the  half-ftarv  cd,  half-tired  fox  in  his  earth,  the  Swedes,  animated 
by  their  mafter's  call,  forced  the  poor  peaiants  from  their  wretched 
habitations,  and  fhared  their  unfufficing  morfel  under  ground.     Charles 
caught,  and  difciplined  two  thoufand  Zapporavians,  and  turned  their 
arms  againfl  their  emperor  ;  flill  prcfling  on  for  Mofcow,  he  refolved 
to  take  Pultowa  on  his  way  to  that  place,  and  at  Pultowa,  Peter,  like 
Caefar's  ghoft,  refolved  to  meet  him  :  it  was  infaft,  to  thcfe  contend- 
ing princes,  Philippi  or  Pharfalia.  Voltaire  indeed  fays,  with  his  accxxf- 
tomed  penetration,  and  with  that  brilliancy  which  no  tranflators  can 

do 
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do  jufticc  to,   that  the  flake  and  hazard  were  by  no  means  equal. 
Charles  the  twelfth's  title  of  Invincible  might  be  loft  in  a  moment ;  but 
Peter's  claim  to  that  of  Great,  as  vidory  had  not  conferred  it,  defeat 
.could  not  take   it  away.     It  was  his  enemy  that  fuffered   a  defeat. 
Wounded  feverely  in  the  foot  and  ancle  only  three  days  before,   the 
king  of  Sweden  was  carried    to  adion  on  a  brancard,  which   was 
foon  fhot  from  under  him,  and  his  bearers  killed.     The  foldiers-  lifted 
him  upon   their  pikes,  and  driving  the  Ruffian  cavalry  before  them, 
cried  out  vidlorta  !  but  Colonel  Creutz,  who  fhould   have  been  ready 
with  5000  men  to  meet  and  crufh  thofe  who  ran,  loft  his  way  in  the 
fhow,  and  never  arrived  upon  the  field.     Peter,  whofe  hat  was  pierced 
with  a  mufquet  ball  that  burnt  his  hair,  now  turned  on  his  purfuers, 
while  prince  MenzikofF  got  between  the  invading  army  and  the  town. 
The  tide  of  battle  changed,  and  Poniatowfky,  uncle  I  think,  to  the 
prefent  king  of  Poland,  threw  Charles,  breathlcfs  with  rage  and  agony, 
acrofs  his  horfe,  which  dropt  down  dead  before  they  had  gone  a  mile. 
Gieta  then  lent  him  his  \  no  words  profaned  the  folemnity  of  fuch  dif- 
trefs;  they  fled,  till  having  reached  their  camp  and  baggage.  Count  ^> 

Piper's  coach  afforded  Charles  a  refuge.  "  Where  is  the  Count  ?" 
were  his  firft  words. — "  Taken  Sir." — *'  And  general  Renfchild,  and 
*'  the  due  de  Wirtemberg  ?" — "  All  prifoners,"  was  the  reply.  *'  Away 
*'  for  Turkey,  then !"  exclaimed  the  king,  againft  whofe  deciiion  jionc 
dared  attempt  to  objeft.  Meanwhile,  prince  Menzikoff  hung  on  his 
rear,  led  by  the  bleeding  track  of  dying  Swedes,  and  Gieta,  among  the 
reft,  who  faintly  fmiling  as  they  pafTed  along,  cried,  *^  The  ^tngsfafc 
*^  hy  now  I  do  your  worft,  Mufcovites,"  and  expired.  It  was  fcarce 
truly,  though  nobly  faid :  Charles,  .when  he  reached  Oczakow  was  fb> 
ill,  he  hardly  could  retain  his  faculties,  yet  as  the  BafTa,  by  delay,  had 
caufcd  the  lofs  of  five  hundred  Swedes,  who  fell  Into  the  foe's  hands  , 
while  he  was  debating  how  to  receive,  and  where  he  fliould  beftow 
them  ;  Charles  reprimanded  his  flownefs,  till  the  man,  ftruck  by  fiich 
majefly  in  fuch  a  fituation,  begged  excufe  upon  his  knees,  and  intro- 

ducing^ 
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ducirig  the  Serafkicr  of  Bender,  who  offered  him  accommodation  in  the 
fultan's  name,  rcqucftcd  his  interference  with  Achmet  III.  to  continue 
him  in  his  government. 

During  this  interval,  Peter  the  Great  had  leifure  to  exert  the  quaU- 
ties  which  made  him  juftly  called  fo.  *'  Where  is  my  brother  ?  where*s 
*^  the  king  of  Sweden  ?"  was  his  oft  repeated  queftion,  as  captives  of 
the  higheft  rank  were  brought  him  to  Pultowa.  Deprived  of  the  plea- 
fure  he  had  propofed  to  himfelf  of  treating  Charles  with  every  mark  of 
fricndfhip,  he  had  his  fubjecl  generals  at  lad  brought  before  him  while 
he  fate  dov/n  to  dinner.  CaUing  for  wine,  *^  Here's  a  health  to  my 
**  inftrudors  in  the  art  of  war/'  faid  he.  *'  Ah  fir/'  cries  Rcnfchild, 
*'  if  your  Imperial  majcfty  condefcendingly  means  us  by  that  obliging 
**  fpeech,  how  fevcrely  have  you  this  day  treated  your  tutors." — "Let 
*'  the  fc verity  end  here,"  exclaimed  the  Czan  "  Take  your  fwords, 
"  gentlemen,  and  be  the  companions  of  my  table,  as  you  have  been  the 
**  objeds  of  my  conftant  efteem."  Count  Piper  never  faw  his  mafter 
more,  lie  died  with  grief  at  Peterlburgh  long  after*  Auguftus  of 
Saxony  now  took  nis  time,  refolved  to  reafcend  the  throne  of  Poland, 
which  Stanilla\is  meant  only  to  keep  the  peace  of  Europe  by  accept- 
ing ;  he  refigned  it  without  a  blow,  retiring  to  Popierania,  a  province 
which  Hill  held  firm  to  his  patron  Charles ;  and  Peter  worked  at  the 
preparations  for  his  own  triumphal  entry  into  Mofcow  with  his  own 
hands :  but  he  muft  be  a  ftill  more  infmuating  writer  than  Voltaire 
iiimfelf,  who  can  pcrfuadc  readers  or  reirojpedlors  to  think  fuch  employ- 
ment worthy  ?i great  man  :  it  was  the  mean  remains  of  his  ear^y  habits 
as  a  carpenter  which  prompted  the  idea. 

Achmet  III.  calls  our  eye  now  to  Turkey,  where  government  had  of 
late  felt  a  fort  of  enfeebling  principle  creep  on  their  fultans,  Icfs  acVive, 
and  lefs  implicitly  obeyed  than  in  the  days  of  Mahomet  II.  Perhaps 
w  hat  Dr.  Johnfon  fays  of  parents  may  be  true  of  fovereigns,  dcfpotick 
ones  I  mean :  ''  Thofe  who  dcfcrve  moft  reverence,  will  have  moft." 
Muftapha  the  fccond  could  keep  7io?ie :  he  had  loft  a  decifuc  battle  to 
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prince  Eqgcne,  and  had  figncd  with  the  peace  of  Carlo witz  the  dc- 
miffion  of  his  throne.  Life  and  dominion,  however,  which  were  wont 
tb  go  together  at  Conftantinople,  were  feparated  on  this  occafion. 
Achmet,  brother  to  the  Grand  Signor,  fuffcred  to  live  when  he  w^as 
called  to  reign,  now  Contented  himfclf  with  depofing,  and  did  not 
kill,  but  confine  unhappy  Muftapha.  He  put  to  death,  indeed,  thofc 
who  had  any  part  in  the  revolution,  which  fet  the  crown  on  his  own 
head,  ^*  left  by  and  by,"  he  faid,  *^  they  might  fet  it  on  that  of  ano- 
^*  thcr  ;"  but  he  appears  to  have  been  a  gentle  emperor,  and  eafily  per- 
fuaded  both  by  his  mufti  and  his  mother  to  treat  the  king  of  Sweden  • 
with  rerpe<^]:.  Somewhat  in  Charles's  charader  and  afpc<ft  attrafted 
notice  and  veneration  from,  the  Turks  ;  he  drank  no  wine,  nor  ac- 
knowledged  the  pope's  fupremacy,  two  things  that  pleafed  the  M^f- 
fulmen  extremely ;  and  Sultanefs  Valadi  called  him  her  Lion,  and 
begged  Achmet  to  help  him  break  his  tolls.  Poniatowfky,  who  ne- 
gociated  for  him  with  the  court,  made  Chourloudi  the  vizier  promiic 
him  great  affiftance  ;  and  Charles,  who  wanted  amufement  in  the  pa- 
lace they  allotted  him  at  Bender,  begun  to  examine  what  pleafures  read- 
ing could  atFord  him.  Some  French  books  belonging  to  his  generals 
lay  about.  Norberg  tells  how  the  Cid  de  Corneille  was  dirtied,  and  as 
we  fay,  thumb'd  by  frequent  turning  over  ;  but  Boileau's  fatire  againft 
Alexander  the  Great,  where  he  calls  him  a  madman,  was  torn  out  of 
'  the  volume.  Meanwhile,  by  intrigues  frequent  among  the  Ottomans, 
Chourloudi  loft  his  head,  and  a  new  vlziefcame  into  power,  who  of- 
fered the  fugitive  warrior  ftiips  to  tranfport  him  home,  but  wifhed  not 
to  involve  his  mafterln  a  war.  This  faithful  fervant  was  at  length  re- 
moved, and  the  bafla  of  Syria  called  to  council,  was  willing  to  en- 
gage againft  the  Mufcovites.  War  was  proclaimed,  and- Peter  rufliing 
forward,  fought  the  declfive  battle  in  Moldavia,  where  Pruth  revenged 
the  llaughters  of  Pultowa.  The  Turks,  however,  little  dlfpofed  to 
prels  their  viftory,  llftened  willingly  to  the  Czar's  requeft  for  ac- 
commodation ;  and  when  king  Charles  caine  galloping  from  Bendbt, 
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he  arrl\ied  jirfl  time  enough  to  hear  peace  proclaimed  with  many  ad- 
vantages in   favour   of  the  Porte.     Enraged,   he  loaded  the  Grand 
Vizier  with  reproaches.      "  As  if,"  replied  the  old  Turk  calmly,  '^  I 
*^  had  no  right  to  gain  good  terms  for  my  own  Ibvcreign.'*^— ^^  Good 
terms !"  cried  the   Swedilh  hero,  '*  Why,  you  have  gained  /bme 
towns  and  provinces,  perhaps,  but  you  might  have  carried  the  Ruf- 
fian emperor  chained  to  Conftantinoplc." — *'  And  what  would  his 
**  fubjeds  have  done  the  while?"  fays  Baltagi  coldly ;  "  all  Chriftian 
*'  Princes  muft  not  run  from  home  fo/*    The  fricndfliip  between  him 
and  Charles  was  now  diflblved,  though  neither  could  avoid  efteeming 
the  other.     Baltagi  Mahomet  rcfolved  to  drive  him,  by  fair  means  if 
poffible,  from  theTurkifli  territories.  The  Gothick  Chieftain  refolved  to 
wait  till  he  could  force  his  way  to  Mofcow,  and  obtain  troops  from  the 
Grand  Signor  to  take  him  there.     The  fultan  Achmet  had  no  fuch  in- 
tentions; fwrore  he  knew  nothing  of  this  valiant  king  except  his  tem- 
perance, courage,  and  misfortunes,  on  which  he  meant  to  (bed  the 
dew,  the  healing  due  of  favour.     Such  expreflions  implied  fuperiority, 
a  ftyle  Charles  would  not  admit  of:  he  infifted  upon  an  army  to  con- 
voy him  thence,  and  when  refufed,  declared  his  refblution  to  remain 
near   Bender,   whether   the  fovcreign  of  the  coimtry  would  or  no 
Awhile  they  debated,  and  awhile  they  laughed;  but  Charles  had  fortified 
his  rural  palace,  and  in  a  fit  of  enthufiaftick  phrenzy,  defied  the  fultan's 
fclf  and  all  his  troops,  who  he  declared  unable  to  diflodge  him.     In 
fad,  he  threw  entrenchments  round  the  houfe,  and  with  three  hundred 
followers  alone,  prepared  for  its  defence.     The  noblemen,  the  cooks, 
the  king  hi mfelf  laboured  day  and  night  upon  the  works,  as  if  it  had 
been  a  rational   employment,  and  formed  them  with  fuch   care,  as 
lliewed  the  Turks  that  it  would  coft  much  pains,  and  many  lives  in- 
deed to  force  them.     Old  Mahomet's  firft  affault  confided  oi  intrea- 
ties  that  his  majefty  would  not  oblige  the  Ottomans  to  commit  an  adi: 
of  inhofpitality,  by  hurting  him  or  his  faithful  flaves.     Such  talk  but 
irritated  our  hot-brained  champion,  who  threatened  to  cut  all  their 
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beards  ofF  if  they  came  again.  The  JanliTaries  then,  their  ardour  long 
repreffed  by  admiration,  cried  out,  *^  Well !  if  tliis  Ironfidcs  will  leave 
^^  his  life  among  us,  we  muft  fall  on  him,  for  the  Mufti  has  confcntcd, 
'*  and  calls  it  an  aft  of  necefllty."  They  drove  down  his  fortificta- 
tions  therefore,  by  dint  of  numbers,  entered  the  houfe,  which  by  an 
accident  took  fire,  and  Charles,  in  whom  the  fpirits  of  bis  anccftors, 
Frotho  the  Fierce,  and  Harold  the  Hardy,  feemcd  uniting  to  brave  even 
impoflibilities,  maintained  the  fiege  in  his  dining-parlour  ;  where^  with 
his  own .  hand,  he  laid  no  fewer  than  twenty  Muffulmen  dead,  the 
others  leaping  the  window  for  fafety.  One  fellow  falling  on  his  knees, 
begged  mercy.  "  On  thefe  conditions,"  laid  the  kiiiii;,  *'  go  tell  your 
'*  mafter  what  a  refiftance  he  has  found  from  Swedcj?."  The  flaugh- 
ter,  meantime,  did  not  abate;  many  of  his  own  houiehold  were  killed 
and  wounded,  notwithftanding  the  vizier's  ftricJl  orders  not  to  Jiurt 
them  ;  and  of  the  Turks  incredible  was  the  carnage.  After  thefc  aft^ 
of  perfonal  prowefs,  deeds  deemed  impoffible  even  while  they  were 
doing,  this  true  dcfcendant  of  the  Jomfberghcrs,  celebrated  in  our 
firft  volume,  felt  himfelf  fuddenly  and  refpcftfully  feized.  His  fpurs 
caught  in  the  long  oriental  robes,  threw  him  into  the  arms  of  the  afto- 
nilhed  Ottomans,  who  carried  him,  as  aiick  or  dead  body  is  carried,  to 
Baltagi's  tent.  •'  Bleflcd  be  Ood  !  bleflcd  be  God  !  for  thy  fafety,  va- 
*'  liant  prince,"  cried  the  good  vizier,  who,  inftead  of  a  ftraight  waift- 
coat,  met  him  with  a  million  of  compliments,  to  which  Charles  only 
teplied,  "  I  thought  we  might  have  held  out  longer." — *'  Alas  !  alas? 
*'  what  ill-employed  courage  !"  cried  the  old  Turk,  and  fet  fome  cen- 
tinels  to  watch  him  as  he  flept  booted  and  fpurred  upon  the  minifter*s 
fopha  for  more  than  thirteen  hours.  On  the  firft  day  of  0<flober  1714, 
loaded  with  prefents,  he  took  his  departure  for  Europe.  The  fultan 
gave  him  a  rich  military  equipage,  with  eight  Arabian  horfcs,  and 
their  pedigrees,  (which  feems  to  have  been  a  new  thing  among  Chrif- 
tians)  that  year,  and  on  that  occafion :  if  it  were  earlier  known,  it  was 
not  common.  His  friend  Staniflaus  was  ftill  more  diftreft  than  Charles 
Vol,,  U.  Uu  '        .  his 
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his  patron ;  but  as  Ic  due  d'Orlcans  told  him,  *'  France  was  a  refuge 
**  for  all  kings  diflxcflcd/' — Sweden's  brave  monarch,  through  a  thou- 
iand  hardihips^  came  however  home  at  kft  to  Stralfund,  where, 
though  unhappy,  he  was  idolized ;  and  where  he  found  all  his  fubjeds 
willing  to  fecoad  bis  view^s,  although  the  realm  was  much  exhaufted 
l^  his  &eaks.  Thofe  views  never  con  trading,  hope  puflied  bim  on 
frelh  hazards  :*  at  Rugcn  he  was  once  more  dreadfully  wounded ;  yet 
on  recovery  feemcd  to  have  loft  no  fpark  of  heroifm,  and  to  have 
gained  no  glimmering  of  prudence. 

But  did  not  Fate,  at  length,  her  enor  mend  ? 
Did  no  fubverted  empire  mark  his  end  ? 
Did  rival  monarchs  give  the  fatal  wound  ? 
Or  hoftile  millions  prefs  him  to  the  ground  ? 
His  fall  was  deftinM  to  a  barren  ftrand, 
A  petty  fortrefsy  and  a  dubious  hand  : 
He  left  the  name,  at  which  the  world  turn'd  pale. 
To  point  a  moral,  or  adorn  a  tale. 

Fredericklhall  was,  however,  no  unimportant  place,  it  w^as  the  key  to 
Norway,  which  he  was  then  in  purfuit  of,  meaning  to  detach  it  from 
the  kingdom  of  Denmark  for  ever ;  and  at  the  beginning  of  the  fliarp 
winter  1718,  Charles  begun  to  befiege  it,  and  quarrelled  with  Megret, 
a  French  engineer,  who  conduced  the  works,  becaufe  they  wxre  not 
managed  to  his  liking.  They  examined  them  one  afternoon  together ; 
Siquier,  his  fiftcr  the  princefs  of  Hefle's  officer,  attending:  a  cannon- 
ball  was  fired :  the  king  clapped  his  hand  upon  his  fword,  groaned,  fell, 
died,  all  in  lefs  than  a  minute.     Siquier  lifting  the  lifclefs  arm  up, 

*  Ergo  orani  cura  vires  exercct,  et  inter 
Dura  jacet  pernox  inftrato  Saxa  Cubill ; 
-  Frondibtas  harfu^s*  etcaricc  p«ftu6  acuta  2 

Et  tentat  iefe,  atque  irafci  in  comua  difcit 
Aiboris  obnixus  trunco  ;  vcntofque  laceffit 
Iflibiis ;  et  fparsa  ad  pugnam.  proludit  arena. 
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*^  DeadT  hxj  exclaimed,  ^^  wliat,  deadT  ^' Ay,  dcad^  Sir,''  ftys  M^gret-^. 
"  The  farce  is  finiiked,  and  we  under  aftors  may  go  hojme  te  ikppcu'' 
So  too  may  we — his  dazzled  Retrvfpe^ors,  afto:  remaviiing  m  Megret'^ 
odd  fpeech,  that  promptitude  of  words  and  apathy  of  thought  which: 
meet  only  in  the  chara<5ler  of  a  Freachmao. 

'  The  country  which  boafted  Charles's  birth  thirty *fix  ycfltB  beforeu 
breathed  freely  now,  under  the  gentle  guidance- of  his  fifter  who  fuc* 
ceeded  him.  Ladies  in  Sweden  are  very  unlike  ladies  in  Leibos,  ve^ 
Lord  Charlcniont  defcribcs  them.  The  love  of  fway  lodged  no^^rer 
the  heart  of  Ulrica  than  of  Chriftina  :  but  ihe  xlefcrted  not  her  half-* 
derive,  half-hereditary  feat;  contented  to  (hare  it  with  ber  h^ifband 
Frederick,  to  whom,  like  Mary  II.  of  England,  ibe  refignod  all  the  care 
and  all  the  (late,  defirous  to  be  wife  rather  than  queen.  Their  happy 
union  long  continued  to  witncfs  the  deaths  and  diltreflcs  of  many  con^^ 
temporary  ibvereigns :  we  leave  them  in  the  year  1 7^5  to  follow  the 
fortunes  of  Peter,  who  appears  to  have  felt  a  real  fbndnels  for  the  me* 
mory  of  his  once-dangerous  rival,  dying  as  he  did  in  peace  with  him  after 
eighteen  years  of  contention.  When  the  Turks  had  him  in  their 
power  at  Pruth,  '^  I  am  now,  faid  he,  paying  the  fuccefles  of  Pultowa." 
Voltaire  finds  out,  becaufe  the  Czar  was  in  truth  ti  great  5>nn;::e,  that 
all  he  faid  and  did  partook  of  greatncis  ;  and  celebrates  hira  for  fuffering 
Catherine  to  perfuade  him  not  to  fight,  when,  to  have  fought,  woiuld 
have  loft  him  twenty-two  thoufand  men.  It  was  a  pruderet  mcafure 
without  doubt,  nor  can  we  deem  it  didated  by  cowardice,  when  pro* 
poled  by  his  companion  in  the  field  of  glory.  The  efteem  her  hufbien^ 
had  of  her  high  qualities  was  juilly  founded,  as  it  fHll  appears ;  and  if  ia- 
deed  fhe  never  ufed  her  influence  to  injure  any  one  idxxutrfiexaourt,  hoc 
merit  was  uncommon.  Yet  'tis  firange,  that  with  thc.adive  Spirit  oriiii- 
provement  whiclj  poflefled  Peter  to  call  from  every  country  mathenHiti- 
cians,  mechanicks,  algebraiiib  to  his  capital,  thcenxpce&.acverleamodto 
read  or  write ;  and  *tis  vain  to  feek  dignity  in  fuch  manifeft  deprivation. 
Wife,  brave  and  faithful,  'tis  enou^,  methinks,  if  fhe  could  juftify  her 
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fovereign's  choice ;  made  in  no  fit  of  paiSon,  but  firm  truft,  that  the 
whole  world,  had  he  pofleffed  it,  could  not  have  afforded  him  a  confort 
calculated  for  his  advantage  and  his  people's,  fuch  as  he  ever  found  in 
Catherina.  She  too,  under  a  weight  of  difadvantages,  low  birth  and 
mean  connexions,  feems  to  have  felt  that  Heav'n  had  made  her  for  the 
higheft  ftation  ;  that  Ihe  was  naturally  great,  and  that  her  foul  deferved 
a  throne :  rcfembling  her  king's  magnificent  metropolis  built  in  a  bog, 
ihe  wondered  little  at  her  elevation,  while  her  ajfoctate  fitting  on  that 
throne,  (aw  that  he  was  a  favage  fet  on  high,  and  fpcnding  his  whole 
life  between  hard  labour  and  hard  ftudy ;  ftrove  to  deferve  what  he  was 
born  to  enjoy.  More  candid  than  his  own  biographers,  Peter  willingly, 
though  tacitly,  appears  to  have  confcfl:  a  ferocity  of  nature,  from  which 
they  are  fedulouily  bent  to  exculpate  him.  If,  however,  his  harihneis 
towards  his  firft  queen  and  her  fon  fliortened  thcirlives,  as  'tis  fuppoied 
by  all,  haplefs  Eudoxia  dying  by  flow  degrees  of  heart-corroding  fbr- 
row,  and  young  AleXis  burfting  with  fudden  agony  of  rage,  at  hearing* 
himfelf  condemned  to  fufFcr  death  for  giving  way  to  inclinations  never 
till  then  imagined  worthy  fuch  a  puni(hment ;  we  muft  avow  the  old 
Czar's  exclamation  equally  proper  as  fingular  and  well-timed,  when  at 
fight  of  a  {f  atue  *  reprcfenting  Henri  quatre,  he  cried  out  aloud,  "  Oh 
/*  firft  of  nK>rtals !  couldft  thou  but  revive,  and  teach  me  how  to  rule 
^'  with  generous  tendcrnefs  like  thine,  only  one  half  o{ my  immenfe  do- 
**  minions  ;  the  other  half  fliould  Ibdn  be  thine  with  thanks."  Between 
the  days  of  Solomon  who  wiflied  for  wifdom,and  Peter  wh©  thus  warmly 
defired  increafe  of  virtue,  we  read  I  think  of  no  fuch  princes.  That  prayers 
for  bleffings  oT  fb  pure  a  kind  fliould  have  been  heard  by  Heaven,  is  en- 
xouragitig.  Divine  Hippocrates,  as  Plato  called  him  two  thoufand  years 
^go,  relates  how  in  a  dream  fome  form  celeftial,  once  Hood  fronting 
him^  and  bid  him  name  his  yrifli.  '*  Nor  riches  then  nor  power,  oh 
ye  Gods ! — ^nor  pleafures  felf-debafing  is  my  wifli :  (faid  he)  but  a  long 

*  1  have  read  it  related  of  Richelieu's  ilatue* 
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lifc>  4  very  long  one,  free  from  difeafe  or  pain  :  and  after  death,  a  fecond 
life  long  as  'tis  poffible,  in  the  applaufes  of  my  fellow  creatures:"  "  Oh 
'<  grant  me,-'  cried  this  great  philofophcr :  '*  Oh  grant  me  lafting^w^." 
He  lived  acconiingly  one  hundred  and  four  years  in  eafe  and  comfort. 
His  fecond  term  is  not  completed  yet,  or  ever  will  be,  while  language 
or  while  fcience  ihall  endure.  Meanwhile  the  Mufcovitifti  emperor*s 
reputation  ie;A//^^  with  age;  his  contemporaries  were  certainly,  by  his 
fecond  marriage,  led  to  believe  that  compliance  with  Catherine's  hurry 
for  the  fucccffion,  had  prompted  his  ftrange  condemnation  of  Alexis,  who 
having  married  Charles  the  fixth's  vsrife's  fifter,  expefted  proteftion  from 
the  houfe  of  Auftria  againil:  his  incenfed  father,  but  obtained  it  not. 
The  Czarowitz  ufed  his  princefs  too  unkindly,  and  hopes  of  mterferencc 
from  her  friends  were  vain :  yet  his  ftep-mother  was  never  charged, 
like  Roxolana,  with  irritating  her  uxorious  hufband  againft  his  fon. 
When  that  fon,  and  his  hopes  in  him  were  dead  indeed ;  and  Peter  had 
crowned  his  emprefs  vrith  a  pomp  reiembling  an  affociatc  in  his  regal 
dignity,  not  a  mere  confort  of  his  bed  and  throne,  the  world  expeifted 
that  fhe  wrould  be  fucceflbr.  Anne,  her  eldeft  daughter;  married  the 
dukeof  Holftein  ;  their  fecond,  Elizabeth,  remained  at  home,  to  write 
and  iign  ftate  papers  for  her  mother.  It  is  not  aAually  unworthy  Re- 
troJpeSi  to  obfcrve,  that  though  his  Czarifti  majefty  carried  the  wife  of 
his  affections  with  him  to  Holland,  when  he  wifhcd  to  fee  again  thofe 
docks  where  he  had  worked  as  a  fhip's  carpenter :  fhe  flaid  at  home 
when  Paris  was  the  place  he  chofe  to  vifit  in  his  princely  charadcr. 
Women  never  rife,  or  exceeding  rarely>  with  their  fortunes  as  tJie 
meti  do  from  native  vulgarity.  Catherine,  an  old  camp-carrier,  eat 
with  her  fingers  as  fhe  did  at  Marienbourg  ;  and  with  fuch  conduct 
no  talents  or  dignity  would  have  proteAed  her  from  p^Jlfl<^g^  in 
France  :  her  hufband  had  refined  his  own  ideas^  and  concealed  the 
coarfenefs  of  manners  which  flill  clung  to  him,  under  an  affcClation  of 
pure  and  primitive  fimplicity.  The  Parifians  flared  at  his  flarched 
appearance  with  admiration,  as  we  fhould  at  a  Quaker  in  a  ball-room. 
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His  reception  of  Skavronfld  the  Czarina's  brother,  in  the  LIvonian  pea- 
fant's  drcfe  they  wore  at  home  however,  was  great  and  manly*  "  Cotnc 
**  here,  young  man,  (faid  he)  kifs  firft  this  lady's  hand  as  ibvcrcigo, 
*^  then  take  your  filler  round  the  neck  and  love  her  as  you  ufed  to  do 
**  at  Marienbourg/'  The  marriage  of  Louis  quatorze  with  Madame 
dc  Maintenoji  had  nothing  m  common  with  this.  The  king  of  France 
had  only  fecurcd  to  himiclf  an  humble  friend,  to  whofe  {ktiik  duty 
thus  become  deep  intcrcft,  he  could  oOhfide  tUofe  griefs  which  gnawed 
his  heart :  while  the  memoirs  of  Madame  la  belle  Socur  convince  each 
reader  with  what  lincerity  la  veuve  Scarron  was  hated  at  a  court, 
where  with  all  favour  Ihc  poffdled  no  power,  fave  that  of  (hiclding 
from  the  ilings  of  confciencc,  a  mind  ill-pleafcd  with  its  own  con* 
duA. 

Catherine,  meantime,  lillencd  to  and  criticifed  her  huftiand's  mili- 
tary code,  which  he  corrcded  to  Aer  inclination ;  ihe  dilated,  tht 
treaty  with  the  Perfians,  and  when  die  troubles  of  thftt  empire  injured 
in  Ibme  ibrt  its  arrangement,  Ihe  fuggefled  a  negociatiou,  and  ict  on 
fodt  ibmething  like  an  embafly  to  China.  Yontchin  concluded,  in 
171 8,  that  memorable  treaty  with  the  Mufcovitilh  ftate,  Which  was 
partly  carried  on  by  a  countryman  of  ours ;  but  the  part  a  Britiih 
lurgcon  took  in  the  bufinefs  is  omitted,  bccaufe  his  name  was  forgotteu- 
There  is  an  idea  obtaining  througii  Africa  and  Afia,  that  much  healing 
knowledge  lives  among  the  Chrillians,  particularly  thoie  of  our  own 
iftand ;  and  no  man  is  completely  fitted  for  trareiling  the  yet  unexplored 
regions  of  thofe  great  continents,  without  Ikill  in  the  arts  of  phyfick 
and  of  furgery.  Peter  borrowed  talents  almoft  froA  every  kingdom, 
and  drew  many  of  his  domeftick  regulations  from  Sweden,  which  had 
proceeded  fomc  fteps  further  than  Ruffia  in  refinement ;  although  'tis 
iaid  of  Hugo  Grotius  himielf,  (who  having  adcd  in  qxiality  of  am- 
baflador,  muft  neceflTarily  have  undergone  fevere  polifhing,)  that  he 
never  rung  a  bell,  or  called  a  fcrvant  decently  by  his  name,  but  cried 
cut  Hop  as  loud  as  pofliblc  when  he  wanted  any  thing.     Such  knots 

in 
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in  the  fined  wood*  \yiU  ~bes  found.*  Tlicf^rne  year  which  favv  the 
Czar  {Ign  his  convention  with  Cbini,  \f  Lti^dTed  has  old  enemy  Achmct 
the  third's  difgraceful  peace  at  Paflorowit^.  Flullicd  with  fucccls  at 
Pruth,  that  warhke  prince  tried  to  roik^w  the  glorious  days  of  Turkey, 
but  failed,  I  think,  in  every 'attempt.  Tha^ias  KouU  Khan^s  fatal 
contcft  with  him  at.  Icngtli  ended  in  gr^at  confuiion  to  the  fultan ; 
but  1725  leaves  Achmdt  ft  ill  upon  the  throne  of  Conftantinople.  The 
year  preceding  that  it  was,  when  Peter  the  Great  walked  bareheaded 
before  his  wife,  and  placed  tli'  imperial .  crown  upon  her  head :  he 
made  no  will,  however,  in  her  -favour,  and  lived  but  few  months  after 
Catherine  was  fuppofed  certain  of  the  fucccflion.  The  boy  born  to 
Alexis  by  a  fiftcr-in-law  of  Charles  VL  died  not^  though  he  fell  ill 
tipportujiely  on  the  fame  day  with  his  grandfather,  and  faved  much 
trouble  to  the  party  who  propofed  him :  yet  people  were  not  wanting 
who  believed,  or /aid  they  did,  that  the  Czarina  was  not  intended  by 
her  hufband  to  fucoeed :  a  flight  domeftick  quarrel  was  the  caufe  of 
this  fuggeftion.  Catherine's  moft  favoured  female  in  the  court  took 
bribes,  and  the  Czar  ordered  her  the  knout  immediately :  her  miilrcfs 
offered  to  prote^  and  fave  her,  but  Ruflia's  emperor,  not  fo  repulfed, 
in  rage  ftruck  a  fine  Venice  mirror  with  his  fword  hilt,  and  fliivering 
it  into  a  hundred  pieces,  cried  out,  **  Take  carcy  madams  you  fee  that  1 

*  This  IS  no  good  place  for  anecdotes  of  Grotius,  yet  I  cannot  fupprcfs  that  wlien  he 
died  upon  the  road  at  Roftock,  the  landlord  of  his  lad  lodging,  a  rtiean  German  inn, 
fent  foi  the  eurate  to  confefs  him  ;  but  the  cafuift,  wearied  with  hearing  what  he  knew 
before,  faid  to  tlic  man,  *'  Sum  Grottus.^^  '*  Tu  magnus  llle  Grotius  /**  cried  the 
amazed  clergyman.    This  would  have  done  well  for  his  epitaph. 

Smyrna,  Rhodes,  Colophon  -,  Salaniin,  Pylos  Argos,  Athenafc 
Siderei  cettant  vatis  de  patria  Ilomeri, 
Grotiadae  certant  de  religione  Socinus, 
Arminius,  Calvinus  Arius,  Roma  Lutherus. 

I  repeated  tliis  epigram  once  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  the  Doftor's  anfwer  was,  **  He  picked 
"  his  principles  ;  he  did  not  take  them  by  the  bunch."  Mr.  de  Petau,  a  fteady  Ro- 
oiaDift,  le  Perc  Ftiaix-^Pctavius  faid  mafs  for  him  after  his  death. 

I .  >  '^  can 
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*'  can  dejlroy  what  I  myfelf  havcy?/  up^  dear  to  mc  as  it  was,  and  iingu- 
'*  larly  beautiful/'  ^'  I  fee,**  replied  the  Queen  with  an  unaltered  voice, 
*'  that  you  have  deftroyed  what  was  the  ornament  of  your  palace ;  do 
'*  you  like  your  palace  better  ndw  'tis  gone  ?"  After  this  conference 
Peter  lived  but  a  few  weekji,  and  expired  in  his  confort's  arms.  Prince 
MenzikofFtook  care  of  his  new  fovercign's  intcreft;  her  eldeft  daughter 
the  Duchefs  of  Holftein's  fecrctary  was  present,  and  Catherine  was 
proclaimed  with  acclamations  the  evening  of  her  lord  and  hufband's 
death.  The  beginning  of  1 725  found  her  upon  the  Imperial  feat  to 
which  her  merits  originally  raiied  her— the  exiled  favourite  reilored  of 
pourlc. 


CHAR 
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FRANCE,  ENGLAND,  SPAIN,  HOLLAND,  ITALY,  AND 

AUSTRIA. 

FROM  1700  TO  1725. 

IN  courlc  of  fuch  a  work  as  this  epitome,  'tangled  'tis  true,  yet  not 
without  a  plan,  we  have  been  obliged  to  mark  our  mazy  way  by 
objefts  cafually  met  with  on  the  road  ;  fometimes  a  blaftcd  oak,  iignal 
of  lad  diftreis,  hung  out  as  'twere  by  Nature  in  a  ftorm,  A  heap  of 
flones  fbmetimes,  proof  of  man's  art  and  induftry,  direAed  us;  'till 
coming  nearer  home,  the  fet-up  mile-ftones  refrefh  our  hearts  with 
hope,  and  ferve  as  promilc  of  a  now,  not  very  far-diftant  conclufion. 
Boys  will  indeed,  for  Iport,  deface  thofe  guides,  and  when  we  mifs  out 
way,  in  confequcnce  of  their  malicioufnefs,  will  follow  and  hoot  after 
us  for  fools.  No  matter !  the  princcls  in  the  old  Arabian  Tales  could 
not  get  up  the  hill,  I  well  remember,  without  Hopping  her  ears,  and 
rcfolving  to  pufli  forward,  fearlefs  of  the  wry  faces  made  by  the  idlers 
on  the  mountain's  lide,  who  wifhed  to  flop  her  progrcfs.  We  are  ar- 
rived at  the  beginning  of  that  century,  properly  called  our  own,  and 
have  fcen  many  attempts  made  by  individual  princes,  proceeding  from 
that  hard  baronial  phalanx  which  broke  down  the  Roman  empire,  (lafl 
of  appointed  monarchies)  to  lynthetize  the  ruptured  parts  anew,  and 
reign  over  thofe  realms,  which  of  right  belonged  to  their  fellows.  To 
tJiis  end,  we  have  obfcrved  each  taking  the  fame  method  of  attain- 
ment, calling  in  help  from  the  lower  ranks  to  fhake  their  highly-iet 
competitors,  yet  never  feeming  to  think  they  Ihould  themfelves  be 
Vol,  II.  X  X  Ihaken,. 
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ihakcn.  I  except  Charles  XIL  indeed,  an  anomalous  charadlcr,  of 
whom  nothing  can  be  related  unlcfs  what  he  did^  the  others  are  moft 
wortliy  remark  in  what  they  thought.     Had  all  kings  been  like  /J/w, 

Vainly  the  fage,  wiih  retrofpc^lve  eye, 
Would  from  th'  apparent  what  conclude  the  why  ; 
Infer  the  motive  from  the  deed,  and  /how, 
That  what  men  did  was  what  they  moani  to  do« 

The  intentions  of  Charlemagne,  of  Margaret  de  Waldemar,  of  Gre* 
gory  the  feventh,  Charles  the  fifth,  and  Louis  quatorzc,  were  nothing 
equivocal ;  but  every  day  rendered  the  projeA  lefs  prafticable,  and  the 
impoflibility  of  fuccefs  more  apparent  to  all  but  prejudiced  and  intereficd 
eyes.  Nor  is  there  any  thing  much  ftranger  on  revilal,  than  that  fo^ 
vereigns  who  iaw  and  felt  authority  melt  from  their  grafp  like  a  fnow- 
ball,  even  in  their  own  territories,  fhould  yet  be  fighing  to  expand 
thofe  territories,  as  if  leaf-gold  were  eafier^  to  hold  fail  in  one*s  hand 
than  a  wedge.  Lewis  the  fourteenth  however,  when  his  grandfon 
Philip  d*Anjou  was  declared  heir  to  Spain,  feemed  to  think  only  of 
the  rich  plains  and  moorifla  palaces  fpread  forth  before  his  view. 
V  The  Pyrenaans  are  no  more^^  cried  he  exultingly,  while  ready  hope 
hafted  to  rekindle  the  half-extinguifhed  fires  of  ambition.  Pope  Iimo-^ 
cent  the  twelfth  confirmed  a  fucceffion  which  feems  to  have  had  no- 
thing unjuil  in  its  difpofal,  both  claimants  being  of  equal  affinity  to  the 
teftator ;  and  our  great  Naffau  s  aftive  foul  befide,  which  long  had  been 
detained  by  temperate  habits,  yet  oer  inform,  d  its  tenement  of  clay , 
feemed  as  if  not  imlikely  to  take  wing  now,  and  leave  the  Bourbon 
mailer  of  mankind. 

On  William's  lail  excurfion  from  that  home  he  loved  much  lefs  than 
Holland  whence  he  came,  fome  Dutch  informers  had  made  him  ac- 
quainted how  his  queen,  during  her  lifetime,  ufed  to  fend  money  for 
her  mean  father's  private  expences,  by  means  of  a  truily  iervant ;  and 
how  the  princefs  Anne  of  Denmark  had^  fince  her  fiiler's  death,  done 

the 
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the  fame  thing.  This  news,  with  that  well  known  to  all  the  world, 
how  Louis  Ic  Grand  had  recognized  the  boy  as  lawful  fucceflbr  and 
fbvcreign  of  Great  Britain,  gave  him  a  juft  alarm ;  and  recoUcding 
that  fomewhat  wrong  might  have  perhaps  arifcn  from  his  own  hitlierto 
tacit  percniffion  of  my  Lord  Granville,  whom  Pope  calls  the  polite, 
and  Lord  Godolphin's  odd  attachment  to  the  fair  Modenefe,  King 
James's  wife ;  he  called  thofe  noblemen,  and  told  them  plainly  he 
fhould  henpeforward  take  amifs  tKeir  fending  to  that  lady  little  pre- 
ientSy  fuch  as  till  then  he  had  allowed  them  in,  as  teftimonials  of  an 
empty  paffion  they  had  amufed  themfelves  with  keeping  warm,  by 
writing  verfes  in  her  praife,  &c.  calling  her  Mijlrefs  in  a  mingled  ftylc, 
fomcthing  between  affeftion  and  refpecft,  which  it  appears  by  this, 
wore  out  but  lately.  The  two  lords  ended  with  leis  reluAance  their 
romance,  as  they  were  themfelves  feized  with  terror  at  the  idea  of  uni- 
vcrfal  monarchy  ;  that  prevailing  panick  which  robbed  the  young  Pre- 
tender of  numberlefs  adherents,  and  drove  into  the  intercfts  of  the 
ele^refs  Sophia,  not  only  all  the  Whigs,  but  many  Tories  crucHy  treated 
by  James  and  his  chancellor  Jeffries,  who,  in  addition  to  their  private 
wrongs,  felt  the  publick  fpirit  of  oppofition  impel  them  againft  the 
encroachments  of  all-ufurping  France.  That  natioas  neareft  enemy 
found  therefore  that  fear  a  cement  between  him  and  his  Englifh  fub- 
je6ls;  who,  to  the  amazement  of  more  difpaffionate  times,  adually 
urged  their  expiring  fovercign  into  the  very  war  he  wiflied,  but  could 
not  live  to  fct  on  foot.  Lord  Albemarle  brought  him  accounts  too 
from  the  continent,  which,  had  they  found  any  ftrength  left  in  his 
haraffed  frame,  would  have  lent  it  frefli  vigour ;  but  the  poor  king 
only  replied,  JE/  parmt  tons  ces  bonnes  mnyeJ/es  ci,  je  itre  vers  ma  jftn. 
He  did  in  efFcd  draw  near  to  end  a  life  fpent  i(i.pr<?ferving  lil>erty  to 
Europe;  rcgardlefs  of  flattery,  though  defirous  of  cjominion  ;  and  care* 
lefs  to  pleafe,  though  ftudious  to  influence  thpfe  minds  with  which 
he  was  conncdcd.     He  appears  never  tq  have,  fcen;  th^t  unconditional 

ijbcdicnce  ^was  no  mor^  in  Great  Britain,  but.decj^ejJ  hio^fplf  iU-trcated 

* 
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only  bccaufc  he  was  mere  king  de  faSlo ;  although  he  became  fuch  for 
no  other  reafon,  than  the  refolutlon  of  Englifhmcn  to  endure  no  longer 
the  oppreffions  of  his  predeceflbr,  who  was  king  de  jure  and  de  faSlt^ 
both ;  and  whoic  wilful  blindnefs  to  the  fame  plain  proportion,  drove 
him  down  the  precipice  which  had  broken  his  father's  neck.  When 
Sunderland  had  once  faid  openly,  *'  Why,  there's  Tom  Pern- 
**  broke  is  as  pretty  a  block  of  wood  to  cut  kings  from  as  can  be ;  we 
*^  will  have  hhn  if  this  man  won't  go  on  :*'  there  needed  fmall  pene- 
tration to  have  feen  how  matters  ftood  methinks ;  and  Swift,  a  reputed 
Tory,  tells  us  in  his  apothegms,  how  *'  A  king  is  a  tool,  a  thing  of 
M  ftraw ;  but  he  fcrves  to  frighten  our  enemies.  A  fcare-crow  is  (he 
"  adds)  a  thing  of  ftraw,  but  it  protcds  the  com/*  Self-love  muft 
have  been  marvelloufly  ftrong  fure,  in  a  heart  which  ever  difdained 
felf-prefervation,  if  William  could  have  fo  miftaken  our  fadious  nobles^ 
as  to  fi:q>pofc  they  hated  him,  becaufe  he  were  not  James  or  a  Stuart  ? 
This  was  true  only  of  le  menu  peuple^  a  clafs  too  far  removed  from  his 
infpcAion,  though  rifing  hourly  to  refpcftability ;  and  eager  to  exprcfi 
love  for  the  late  family,  when  good  queen  Anne,  as  Ihe  was  emphati- 
cally ftylcd,  by  a  populace  that  half-adored  her :  fate  on  the  throne  of 
her  anceftors.  Nor  did  this  princefs  fcom  to  court  their  favour :  in  her 
firft  Ipccch  to  parliament  fhe  fpoke  of  her  own  heart  as  of  a  truly  Eng- 
lifli  one ;  a  word  that  did  not  much  delight  the  Whigs,  but  enchant- 
ed the  great  aggregate  without  doors — a  body  which  whiggifm  was 
unconfcioufly  inftruAing  in  principles  of  difobedicncc  to  any  govern- 
ment not  of  its  own  chuiing.  Meantime  the  new  fovereign's  poli- 
ticks fwerved  not,  as  then  appeared,  from  thofe  of  her  predeceflbr.  His 
funding  fyftem  was  adopted ;  his  care  for  proteftantifm  could  not  be 
greater  than  hcr*s ;  and  her  own  timidity  had  the  efFeft  of  his  courageous 
fpirit,  forcing  ns  forward  into  war  with  France,  that  fo  the  balance  o£ 
power  might  be  prefenred,  and  Lewis  checked  from  future  conqucib 
over  Europe.  So  little  indeed  did  Eun^  fear  her  frowns,  and  of  fuch 
vaft  importance  did  they  deem  the  death  of  dreaded  Naflku,  that  al- 
though. 
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though  this  valiant  leader  never  won  but  one  out  of  the  many  battle* 
he  engaged  in,  the  French  found  him  grow  every  day  more  formic 
daUe  fmce  firft  he  braved  them  on  his  native  ihore,  and  with  im- 
inatched  intrepidity  threatened,  rather  than  fee  his  country  thesrs,  to 
drown  it ;  and  leave  his  little  body,  then  fcarcely  ififteen  years  old,  in 
the  laft  dike*  At  his  long- hoped-for  death,  Paris  once  more  broke 
out  into  rapturous  and  indecent  joy,  illuminating  their  town  as  after 
vidlory,  writing  fonnets  in  praiic  of  the  horfe  that  threw  him :  whilft 
our  mean  Jacobites  (fo  the  adherents  to  King  James  were  called)  drank 
to  the  health  of  the  pretty  gentleman  in  velvety  alluding  to  a  mole  which,^ 
rifing  fuddenly  under  old  SorelKs  foot  upon  the  road  from  Hamptoa* 
court  to  Kenfington,  occafioned  that  fall,  whence  never  rofe  again  to 
health  or  vigour  the  immortal  and  firft  hereditary  ftadtholder  of  grate- 
ful aqd  affiiifled  Holland;  ablefl  of  ftateimcn,  moft  warlike  of  com- 
manders ;  although  not  the  beft  general  in  the  world  perhaps^  nor  yet 
the  greateft  king. 

Uluftris  ibnipes  certc  drgniffimus  caelo 

Cui  LeOt  cui  Taurus,  cui  daret  urfa  locum  i 
Quae  te  felicem  feticia  prata  tulere 

Ubera  que  feliv  prebuit  alma  parens  ? 
Hibemis patriam  veaifti  ulturus  ab  oris; 

Attt  Glenco  aut  Stirps  te  F^enichna  dedit  t 

Sis  felix  quicumque  precor,  memorande  nee  unquam: 
Jam  feliar  doriiim  fbena  nee  ora  premanL 


jam  iciiar  ounum  rraeiui  ncc  um  prcniani 

Human!  generis  vindcx,  meriente  tyranno 
Hanc  labertatem  qiiam  dabis,  ipfe  tene- 


Beyond  or  bull's  or  Kon*s  breed. 
Worthy  of  heaven,  illuftrious  fteed  F 
The  fun's  brigbl  path  in  preparation 
Experts  thee  there--a  eoniieliation.. 


Whelller 
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^  Whether  thy  generous  parent's  race 

.Pick'd  round  poor  Glencoc  fcanty  grafs, 
Or  ownM  Hibernia's  hardy  coaft, 
Thy  merit  never  mull  be  loft. 

*Iivc  happy  long!  the  bridle  fcorn. 
For  freedom  furely  ht  was  born  ; 
Who,  mindlefs  of  his  tyrant  charge, 
Beftow'd  it  on  the  world  at  large. 

This  pailtry  performance,  made  a  little  worfc  by  bad  tranilation,  owed 
^11  its  celebrity  to  its  malice.     Whatever  valiant  William  vras,  he  was 
no  tyrant.     Sir  John  Fmwtck  (to  whom  the  horfe  once  belonged) 
fbcms  to  have  dcferved  his  death :  aud  with  regard  to  the  maflacre  <£ 
GlencoCf  it  does  not  appear  that  the  ibvereign,  a  foreigner  to  our  ifland, 
knew  the  extent  of  the  mifchicf  to  his  death's  day.     Still  lefs  the 
-ceniure  he  expofcd  himfelf  to,  by  granting  the  lordfhip  of  Denbigh, 
&c.  to  his  favourite  Bentinck :  the  king  would  fcarce  have  atteiapted. 
to  feize  for  htm  elfe,  what  Elizabeth  was  unable  to  beftow  on  the  earl 
of  Leicefter  a  century  back.    It  is  obfcrvable  befide*,  that  as  one  of  my 
father's  immediate  anceftors  withftood  the  queen,  apd  though  he  funk 
iin  the  x:onteft,  faved  the  difputed  lands  for  his  country  ;  fo  on  this 
fecond  trial  of  the  crown's  Hrength,  my  mother's  grandfather  related 
that  tale  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  Lord  Godolphin  acknow- 
ledged the  reafon  as  very  w eighty.     Had  this  encroachment  been  fub- 
jnitted  to,  the  llory  told  of  Serjeant  Maynard  iiad  been  little  worth  ; 
and  it  was  a  (landing  pleafantry  at  our  court  to  tell  iiow,  when  the 
Prince  of  Orange  firft  came  hither,  thb  worthy  veteran,  being  among 
the  foremoft  to  make  his  bow,  "  Sir  (faid  the  prince)  you  muft  have 
*'  out-lived  moil  of  your  original  companions,  by  the  account  that  is 
-^^  told  me  of  your  age."     **  I  have  indeed,  Sir^**  replied  the  ready  fer- 
jcant,  '*  out-lived  (as  I  think)  all  the  lawyers ;  and,  by  my  faith,  I  had 

♦  See  Pennant. 
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**  like  to  hare  out-lived  the  laws  too,  if  your  htghnels  had  not-mado- 
'*  haftc  to  come  over  and  proteA  them."* 

Whilft  the  dcftiny  of  ftates  however  occupied  all  the  hands,  and' 
almoft  all  the  tongues  of  Europe ;   arts,   fcicnces ;  civilization's  fbns,- 
and  daughters  of  daily  teeming  commerce,  filled  mens  keai-ti  \  and  as** 
a  lower  order  of  mortals  ftept  forward  into  notice,  their  charaders^ 
adorned  the  literature  of  the  day.    In  every  novel,  comedy,  aad  letter,- 
the  pert,  vivacious,  faithful  footman  Ihines :  the  Tom,  Trim,  Jeremy,- 
of  our  Englilh  theatre  ;  and  in  the  French,  one,  certain  of  his  places- 
joining  the  fidelity  of  old  times  with  the  flippancy  of  modem  ones  fb 
humoroufly,  we  fcarcely  refuie  to  laugh  at  the  joke,  even  now 'tis 
©ver ;  and  familiarity  with  fervants  is  no  longer  naturalj  as  we  fay^ 
though  nature  has  lefs  to  do  than  manners  in  fuch  pieces,  written  to^ 
bold  up  the  mirror  of  a  moment.     Both  may  indeed  be  ftudied  with^ 
advantage  in  La  Bruyere,  whofe  Mbeurs  du  Si^clb  contains  every  exce^ 
lence ;  and  if  an  obfervation  on  the  human  heart  has  'fcaped  its  keen 
difleftor  Rochefoucault,    in   this    laft-named  performance   'twill  be 
found.     The  Academy  of  Paris,   fertile  in  genius,  had  produced  the 
telegraph,  fuch  as  we  ufe  it  now,  before  the  century  had  fcarce  com- 
menced ;  but  thofe  princes  of  the  blood  to  whom  it  was  exhibited^ 
told  Louis  quatorze  that  it  fliould  be  confidcred  as  a  mere  jeu  cTeJprii' 
cKlmerique.  Bemouilli,  another  Archimedes,  carried  geometry  to  great 
perfeAion ;  and  dying,  ordered   them  to  place  (in  imitation  of  the 
Greek  philofbpher)  a  mathematick  emblem  on  his  tomb  ;  but,  in  al^ 
liifionto  our  Chrillian  hope,Jj^  fixed  on  the  logi/iick  airve,  with  theic- 
words,  Eadem  mutata  refurgo. 

With  all  thcfe  improvements,  fbme  care  of  the  female  mind  came 
into  the  heads- of  the  men  about  this  time;  and  although  the  king  of 
France  gave  no  encouragement,  les  dames  Jj^irituelles  began  to  attra<fl  his 
and  the  world's  notice  almoft  againft  his  will.    Hufwifery  here  in  Eng- 
land, plain  fenfe  and  modeft  merit,  was  the  utmoft  they  had  attempted 

♦  Tindal's  continuatioiu 
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fmoe  old  Puttenhmi  had  told  them»  that  veriifying  wives  were  by  moft 
hufbands  deemed /antq/iical.  Parents  were  careful  after  that  time  to 
Jceep  girb,  as  was  faid,  from  iharpening  their  wit  with  languages  not 
their  own.  Delicacy  however  fcems  to  have  died  away  with  this  ex- 
tinguiibed  thirft  of  general  knowledge ;  and  that  fo  completely,  we 
find  Steele  ob^ed  to  tell  ladies  of  faihion,  that  'tis  ill-breeding  to  kif^ 
their  huibaods  in  a  large  mixed  company,  or  to^  complain  alo\Ki  at 
croudcd  tables  of  fomething  naily  (licking  in  their  teeth.  Swift  tries 
to  Jhock  them  into  cleaaliiieis,  and  Moore  cries  out, 

Wlijr,  Celiay  is  your  fpreading  waift 
So  loofe,  fo  negligently  lacM  ? 
AVhy  does  the  wrapping  bed-gown  hide 
Your  fwelling  bofom*s  rifing  pride  ? 
Whence  fuch  grofs  negligence  of  drefs  ? 
Pray,  Madam,  are  you  married  ?  I'cs. 

Too  clofc  attention  to  cooking  their  hufband's  dinner,  and  too  igno- 
'  rant  a  ftrain  of  converfation,  feem  to  have  been  then  the  heavy  charges 
on  our  fex,  enforced  with  cmelty  and  fpite  enough  by  their  in- 
ftrudors,  whofe  fkill  in  faftious  talk  was  grown  fo  critical,  that  when 
the  women  (not  to  be  left  out)  joined  tlieir  opinions  to  the  reft ;  fome 
haplefs  damfel,  ill  acquainted  with  fubjcAs  (he  had  not  ftudied,  was 
apt,  we're  told. 

To  prove  herlelf  a  Tory  plain, 
By  principles  the  Whigs  maintain  ; 
^  And  to  defend  the  whiggifli  caufe, 

Her  topicks  from  the  Tories  draws. 

-While  others,  diipofcd  to  keep  in  the  iphere  long  affigned  them, 

ShewM  all  their  feorets  of  houfekeeping, 
For  candles  how  they  truck'd  their  dripping ; 
Were  forcM  to  fend  llirce  miles  for  yeaft 
To  brew  tlieir  ale  and  raife  their  paAe,  &c. 

with 
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with  a  long  llfl  of  equal  faults  and  follies^  icarce  criminal  enough  to 
have  infpircd  fuch  bittemefs  or  fuch  afperity.  The  civileft  fatire  on 
the  miftaking  politician  ladies  that  I  remember,  of  the  many  droll  ones, 
was  that  epigram , 

Pretty  Tory  !  where's  the  jcft 
Of  wearing  orange  on  your  breaft  ? 
Which  to  all  eyes  does  yet  difclofe 
The  whitenefs  of  the  rebel  rofc. 

To  teach  with  tendernefs  indeed,  and  to  reprove  with  politenefs  the 
foibles  fpringing  from  a  confined  education,  was  the  work  of  thofe  in- 
comparable papers  known  by  the  name  of  Spectators,  Tatlers,  Guar- 
dians,  which  with  affiduous  and  happy  care  foftencd  our  folitary  lioura, 
and  turned  our  idle  ones  to  profit ;  leaving  to  poflcrity  befidc  the  va- 
luable portrait  of  thofe  manners  which  marked  the  commencement  of 
England's  eighteenth  century.  Nature  meantime  enjoyed  the  grow- 
ing tafle  for  liberty  -•  Jbrne  mothers  ventured  to  unfwathe  their  infants, 
long  bound  in  bands  for  the  firfl  quarter  of  their  lives ;  Le  Noflrc 
brought  from  France  the  ipirit  of  emancipating  trees  or  garden  oma- 
ments ;  no  longer  after  1 725,  or  but  rarely,  cut  into  peacocks,  fwans, 
&a  in  the  pleafure-grounds  of  noblemen.  Pope  praifed  the  growing 
arts,  himfelf  an  artift :  his  fatire  checked  young  and  unfledged  follies 
jcrc  they  flew.  Paris  teemed  with  poets,  England  fwarmed  with  epi- 
grammatiils. 

Atina  novem  genuit  celebres  Rbedydna  *  poetas 

Bubb,  Stubb,  Crabb,  Trapp;  Young,  Carey,  Tickell,  Evans. 

Out  of  all  their  light  however,  mounted  from  Germany  a  towering 

author,  who  fcomed  to  think  that 

One 

♦  We  read  of  Rhedycina  for  Oxfardy  not  only  in  thefe  lines  but  in  many  local  po^ns. 
Quere,  Was  the  word  borrowed  from  KhedycJmn  in  Welfh?  The  fcholars  know,  I 
fuppofe.  The  Ford  of  Oxen  k  Rhedychan  in  our  old  Cambrian  tongue,  that's  certain ; 
and  I4iave  heard  Ifaat  B^s-phoros^  Bofphrus^  had  the  fame  meaning  In  Greek. 

.   Vol.  II.  Yy 


354         FRANCE,  ENGLAND,  SPvVlN,  HOLLAND,  &c.      [ch.  xvt. 

'One  fcience  only  will- one  genius  fit, 
So  vad  is  art,  fo  nairow  Inunan  wit. 

Leibnitz,  on  the  contrary,  fcemeJ  dcfirous  to  drive  ten  fcienccs  in 
hand,  hke  Nero's  horfes  at  the  Olympian  game.  If  fomc  were  refr'ao 
tor)%  w ho  need  wonder  ?  Tliofe  that  have  ftumbled  vyorft,  Voltaire 
wlio  laughs  at  him  coald  not  have  guided  :  yet  did  this  giant  fhrint 
a  little  certainly,  w  hen  touched  by  the  fliafts  of  ridicule  in  the  comical 
romance  of  Candidc  :  but  a  Briareus  in  literature  ought  to  have  Ge- 
ryon's  body  at  lead ;  he  will  be  fure  enough  of  Cerberus's  tliicc  mouths 
to  bark  at  him. 

Leibnitz,  although  a  Lutheran,^  fek  no  unjuft  alarm  from  the  re- 
mote danger  he  apprehended  was  lurking  in  that  new  fpirit  of  inde- 
pendence, Iprung  up  not  only  in  llatcs  but  individuals  too,  driving 
the  old  words  obedience  and  proteftlonn,  dependence  and  attachment, 
out  of  all  nwdern  vocabularies  :  /lis  plan  was  to  fee  the  Emperor  head 
of  all  Chriftian  potentates,  the  Pope  bifliop  of  all  Chriftian  churches, 
}ct  not  meddling  with  temporal  affairs.  The  ftrangcft  thing  was,  his 
imagining  fuch  a  plan  poilible  to  execute ;  and  in  fuch  a  moment ! 
when  eyes  far  lefs  piercing  than  thofe  of  Leibititz  thought  they  dif- 
ccrncd  decay  in  evcrj'  ptirt  of  what  had  been  i/ie  Roman  empire,  papal 
or  imperial.  Befides  thcfe  regular  and  orthodox  opponents  to  his 
fchemc,  the  infidel  light-horfcmcn  galled  his  flank,  and  tried  to  cut 
off  his  retreat ;  nor  were  they  the  lefs  willing  to  adl  in  fuch  a  fcrvicc, 
bccaufe  a  general  from  tlieir  own  central  force,  had  faid,  in  /pitc  of 
the  ncvr  whiggilh  doclrincs,  that  man  was  but  a  many- headed  mon- 
ller,  and  muft  be  kept  tame  by  reftriAion.  It  was  indeed  curious  to 
obfer\x  two  minds  fpringing  up  at  an  immeafurable  diftance  from  each 
other,  meet  on  this  controverted  ipot,  Kke  as  in  Ham  gardens  the 
two  ftreams,  which  rife  on  different  fides  the  county  of  Derby; 
and  finking  under  ground  at  places  far  remote  from  one  another, 
burft  up  again  together  in  Mr.  Port's  ground.  But  when  Hobbcs  died 
of  aftual  old  age,  Leibnitz  could  fcarcc  have  turned  thirty-two  years. 

The 
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The  excellent  pontiff  Innocent  XL  lived  ///tv/ ;  and  the  French  wits 
iaid,  that  before  peace  could  be  made  in  Europe,  James  king  of  Eng- 
land muft  turn  Huguenot,  and  the  Pope  lloman  Catholick.  OdcfchaU 
chi  was  however  Catholick  enough,  though  he  did  long  to  aboliih 
gJi  alfari  p'ivil^htif,  and  though  he  did  try  to  hinder  vagabonds 
from  cljimiag  fan<ftuary  upon  church  fteps,  rendering  the  Lord's  holy 
iioufc  a  den  of  thieves,  in  oppoiition  to  Louis  qiiatorzc,  who  fcnt  La- 
vJirdin  to  Infult  him  for't.  But  this  prelate  faw  further  than  he,  or 
than  Leibnitz  did.  ''  What  can  I  do  T'  faid  he  to  the  Duke  of  Perth, 
impatiently,  when  hard  prell  to  fupport  tb^  Stuart  ca«fc.  ^^  If  God  will 
'•  interpoofc  with  his  almighty  hand,  I  fliall  admire  the  work,  but  can't 
'*  promote  it.  Saw  you  not  once  Oliver,  fee  you  not  now  NafTau,  arbi- 
*''tcr  of  our  whole  continent?  and  cpme  you  in  thefe  days  to  R&nie  for 
f^  afliilance  ?*'  Alexander  VIII.  who  fuccccdcd  him,  though  a  narrower 
cbarafter^  had  the  fame  firm  perfuafioa  ;  having  promoted  a  near  re- 
lation, and  of  couric  having  incurred  the  charge  of  nepotifm.  *^  Oh !  oh ! 
/*  (exclaimed  he)  why  'tis  twenty-two  o'clock  now,*  both  with  my  own 
^^  age  and  that  of  the  chair  I  fit  in  :  let's  at  leaft  ferve  an  honefl:  houie 
^*  while  we  can  ;  what  elic  is  there  left  inour  power  ?"  Amiable  Pigna- 
.teli:|*  was  himfelf  a  reformer,  lamenting  at  leafl,  and  not  unobfervcd, 
thofe  wickedncflcs  which  lie  could  not  cure,  and  thoic  abfurdities  he 
U'as  obli^d  to  fuffcr.  To  him  the  Albani  ibvcrcign  fucceeded  in  1 701, 
after  repeated  and  unfeigned  refufals  of  the  dignity,  now  a  mere  bur- 
then to  whoever  bore  it ;  and  fcarcely,  as  he  himfelf  conieflcd,  pof- 
fible  for  a  fcrupulous  man  to  fupport  after  any  decent  faftiion,  without 
doing  2uAs  his  oonfciencc  difapprovcd.  *'  Befidcs  (added  he)  I  may  love 
my  brother  and  his  children  now,  nor  will  any  one  cenfure  me  for 
doing  the  beft  J  can  for  an  old  and  rcfpedable  family,  which  I  am  pre- 
cluded continuing  in  my  o'«vn  perfon  :  but  from  the  hour  I  mount  the 
throne  of  ftate,  nepotifm  becomes. all  the  cry,  and  I  ;;;///?  live  furroundcd 

*  The  Italians  count  the  hours  to  21,  or  did  till  the  French  invafion. 

i  kinoccnt  the  I'ith, 
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tvith  enemies,  or  even  my  bcft  friends  will  find  fault."  The  fame  de- 
licacy and  fear  of  offending  followed  that  elegant  minded  pontiff  in 
his  politicks  :  Auftria  and  Bourbon  flruggling  for  the  crown  of  Spain 
grieved  his  pacifick  uncontcnding  fpirit.  He  would  hare  grieved  more, 
could  he  have  thought  that  any  French  hiiloriaa  wcxdd  have  Uamed 
his  virtijous  prcdeceffor*s  conduft  upon  the  iame  occaiiofu  Innoamt 
Xllth,  between  two  claimants,  equal  in  affinity  of  Mood,  gare^  as  Vol- 
taire fpitefully  obferves,  the  preference  to  France,  only  becaufe  he 
feared  for  the  lil^erties  of  his  native  Naples,  if  Leopold*8  fifth  Ion,  the 
Archduke  Cbarl^  ihould  reign ;  nor  can  I  find  corruption  in  fuch  a 
motive  ever  prailci  when  aftuating  the  condud  oiPnttJicmt  princes ; 
but  candour  lives  not  in  unbelieving  bofoms,  dnd  therefore  (iays  le 
Jiecle  de  Louis  qnatorzej,  we  fee  a  Pope  of  Rome  treating  all  as  matter 
of  ftate,  a  king  of  Spain  making  a  mere  ftate  qucflion  matter  of  con* 
fcicnce,  Clement  the  Xlth  perhaps  pleaied  that  great  writer  better : 
he  fteadily  refufed  to  acknowledge  either  competitor,  and  forbore 
granting  the  inveftiturc  of  the  Sicilies,  alike  to  Philip  d'Anjou  or  to 
Charles. 

Tormented  by  the  encreaie  of  Janienifm  at  home,  and  frighted  by 
reports  made  of  the  Jcfuits'  condufl  abroad,  while  their  accufcrs  told  of 
ftrange  conceflSons  made  to  the  Chinef^,  in  hope  of  gaining  profelytes^ 
till  it  fhould  lecm  as  if  rank  Spinozifm'  was  taught  by  miffionaries  fent 
to  inftruA  men  in  Chriftianity ;  the  primate  hafted  to  withftand  this 
offence,  and  prohibited  all  toleration  of  fuch  drfeadful  error ;  but  thofe 
he  tried  to  check  lived  at  a  diftance :  and  being  defirous  to  obtain 
footing  in  the  eaft,  the  Jefiiits  triumphed  over  him  awhile,  and  be- 
gan ('tis  faid)  to  deferve  in  India  thofe  evils  which  awaited  them  in 
Europe.  This  extraordinary  corps  of  dangerous  auxiliaries  had  been 
accepted  willingly  by  Paul  III.  to  whom,  and  to  whofe  fucceffors  they 
fwore  perpetual  and  implicit  obedience.  Making  therafelves  all  things 
to  all  men,  however,  they  foon  forgot  why  'twas  at  firll  they  did  fo. 
Aflltilcd  by  the  various  and  complicated  temptations  of  that  world, 

which 
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which  'twas  their  duty  and  intent  to  buftle  in  :  fuch  of  them  as  en- 
gaged in  commerce  naturally  began  fighing  for  emolument ;  fuch  as 
had  care  of  royal  confciences  fwclled  with  ambition,  and  thofe  who 
entangled  themfelves  in  argument  got  tainted  with  the  new  philo* 
fophy.  Clement  was  weary  of  the  order,  becaufe  difgufted  by  the 
faults  of  a  few ;  yet  finding  it  fcarce  poffibk  to  dear  himfelf  from  the 
entanglements  of  fophiftry,  the  importunity  of  avarice,  and  the  perils 
of  political  cabaU  made  himfelf  what  blamelefs  entertainment  he  could 
out  of  the  growing  literature  of  the  times  ;  heard  with  admiration  the 
difcoveries  made  by  Newton,  liftened  with  rapture  to  the  mufick  of 
Scarlatti,  uid  fbidying  our  Englifh  language,  read  the  vifions  of  Mirza 
with  delight.  **  May  I  (faid  he  expiring)  but  repent  of  all  my  fins  and 
"  follies,  with  that  truth  with  which  I  have  ever  regretted  my  accept- 
ance of  that  great  dignity  in  which  I  die,  the  Lord  will  fure  have 
mercy."  Conti,  the  fick  but  irreproachable  Innocent  XIII.  fucceedcd, 
and  was  prevailed  on  to  invefl  Auflria  with  the  difputed  kingdom  in 
his  gifl ;  but  refufed  Parma  and  Piacenza,  as  fiefs  of  the  church.  His 
reference  of  the  bull  Unigenitus  to  another  tribunal,  and  their  con- 
fequent  condemnation  of  it  in  1722,  fhews  the  diflblution  of  all  power 
in  the  See  completely ;  and  but  for  Rctrojf>eilioft  from  that  time,  wc 
fhould  know  little  about  popifh  authority,  or  even  popifh  influence. 
The  243d  bifhop  of  Rome  cared  not  for  either.  He  lived  on  fixpcnce 
Englifh  money  oMay,  drank  no  wine,  eat  no  meat ;  begged  to  difmifs 
his  guards  as  unbecoming  the  fervant  of  his  Saviour's  poor ;  for  fuch 
he  was,  feeding  and  teaching  them,  and  humoroufly  calling  the  pau- 
pers, who  furrounded  him  perpetually,  his  nephews.  Thus  BcnediA 
Xlllth  would  not  hear  of  flate  affairs  at  all ;  but  tried,  in  vain,  to  re- 
ilrain  the  voluptuous  manners  of  his  clergy ;  forbidding  that  flowing 
peruke  which  feems  to  have  obtained  very  furprizingly  in  courts, 
camps,  and  churches  :  wearing  his  own  grey  heir,  and  infifling  on  all 
who  approached  him,  wearing  their's.  Under  this  good  Orfino's  fbve- 
reignty  however,  the  town  was  left  wholly  to  the  care   of  the  due 
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dc  Colbia,  \Nhoic  cxccflcs  were  little  fufpcded  by  a  pontiff  whore  mind 
>va3  employed  chiefly  in  endeavours  to-ih\c  his  own  ibul ;  and  to  that 
bell  of  all  occupations,  we  mull  leave  him  in  17^^$  ^^d  turn  back  to 
Great  BriLiin,  which,  governed  by  a  native  Ibvereign, ^ought  to  have 
luffercd  daifly  lefs  and  Icfs  from  their  coutendiog  fa^^iofw,  and  did  fo ; 
for,  although  Whig  and  Tory  Hill  were  forms  of  harflj  and  virulent  re- 
proach^ both  parties  forwarded  the  fpirit  of  improvement,  aud  -botli 
were  contented  to  undertake  a  \'igorous  and  ^^pcnfivq  war  abroad,  for 
the  fake  of  fupporting  the  houfc  of  Auflria,in  it&:  claims,  curhihg  the 
ambitious  boldnefs  of  Louis  qjiatorze,  &nd  iQaiutuiniHg  inviolate  the 
balance  of  power  in  Europe,  The  queen  was  by  no  me^ans  a  martial 
or  a  literary  chara<Sler  ;  }  et  will  her  reign  be  ever  -Citiment  in  Briti/h 
annals,  as  a  fun-bright  period  both  oi  victor)'  and  fcience  i  ferious  hcr- 
fclf,  ^i\d  Jereue  as  the  emperor  called  her;  for  he  refufcd  the  title 
Majelly,  even  at  the  moment  o{  dccpcil  obligation  to  the  ibvpreign  of 
(jrcat  Britain  :  young  Churchill's  wife,  the  well  known  Sarah  Jen- 
nings, obtained  complete  afcendancy  at  court,  by  amufing  th^t  grave 
difpofition  by  bulFooncry  :  her  majcfty's  heart  was  iji  that  refpc<^ 
truly  Engliili.  No  people  fo  dchght  in  deriding  each  other  as  do 
our  pcnfivc  iflanders,  and  Queen  Anne  fccms  to  hav^  always  liked 
a  joke  upon  her  mother's  low-born  family  :  whether  Lord  llo- 
chcller  w;is  to  be  brow-bcatcu  in  counul,  or  Lady  Clarendon  couiv 
tcrtcitcd  in  the  bed-chamber.  Meanwhile  the  favourite's  hufband, 
Ear4  of  Marlborough,  was  mailer  of  each  art  in  war  or  peace,  and 
knew  not  only  how  to  gain  towns,  but  to  win  hearts  with  eafe.  He 
Secured  that  of  the  Dutch  by  making  them  bcUeve  it  was  their  in- 
tercji  to  trull  him  ;  praife  won  Prince  Eugene's  to  unfading  friend- 
fliip;  and  Frederick  of  PruiTia  yielded  his  up  to  that  polite  exterior 
which  of  all  things  lu  valued.  Common  confent  then  placed  our  coun- 
try  man  at  the  head  of  die  allied  army,  while  PVancc,  with  eight  hun- 
dred thoufand  men  in  the  field,  could  find  no  general  fit  to  oppofc 
^gainfl  him.      Marcfchal  Turennc,  w ho  had  long  predicled  4:hc5lories 
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oi  le  hel  Angloisj  was  dead  ;  Bouflers  fcnt  out  to  meet  him,  ibon  re- 
turned, more  an  admiring  fpcdator  of  his  talcnls  than  a  competitor  : 
and  Villcroy,   loved  by  his   mafter  as  f  >n  to  his  oldeft  friend,  loft  a 
decifive  battle,  witnefllng  the  wonderful  alike  and  lafting  imprcflion 
made  by  the  equally  heroick,  fcicntifick,  and  fuccefsful  conqueror,  upon 
the  (haken  continent  of  Europe.     The  French  king  did  indeed  once, 
Ypite  of  his  courtiers,  give  the  command  to  Villars,  whom  they  hated  ; 
and  who,  on  kifling  hands  to  be  gone,  fiiid — "  I  go  to  fight  the  ene- 
"  mies  of  your  majdty,  whom  I  leave  furroundcd  by  my  own."  They 
accordingly  failed  not  foon  to  report  how  tliat  commander  had  dif^ 
obliged  the  cledlor  of  Bavaria  by  forcing  him  upon  the  field  of  glory. 
Louis  called  Villars  back,  and  fending  him  to  the  Cevennes,  told  him 
}m  generals  Ihould  fliow  their  hauieiir  only  to  enemies  or  hercticks; 
*Tw=as  Marcfchal  Tallard  who  loft  to  us  the  famous  battle  of  Blenheim  ; 
where  of  fixty  thoufand  fubjeds  of  France,  remained  alive -only  four- 
teen thoufand,  and  thofe  prijhncrs.     Among  them  one  young  fellow 
was  obfervcd  fighting  in  the  adion  with  uncommon  fpirit :  Marlbro' 
leized  hirti ;  and,  **  You  are  my  captive,  gallant  youth  (faid  he)  had  your^ 
Ibvercign  fent  out  only  a  thoufand  fiich  this  day,  we  icarce  had  won  it." 
'*  Pardon  me,  Sir,   (replied  the  prompt  Pariiian)  our  Grand  Monarquo 
*'  has  in  his  fervice  thoufands  fuch  as  Lam  :  we  wanted  one  like^tm." 
In  confcquence  of  thefe  rapid  and  'unparalleled  ftiCceiTes,   the  .cm-^ 
pcror  no  more  debated  about  quitting  Vienna,  but  felt,  at  kifure^.to 
plan  future  conqucfts  :  he  made  our  general  prince  of  Mindclheim  ; 
nor   could   Icfs  have  been  either   offered  or   accepted.     Parliamcnb 
thanked  him  for  that  national  fplcndour,  that  radiance  which  his  ex- 
ploits had  thrown  around  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  at  their 
inftigation  the  Queen  willingly  commemorated  his  high  prowefs,.  by 
an  obeliik   and  palace  far  more  magnificent  than  any  fhc  herfelf  pof- 
fcfTed. .  All   heroifm  however,  confifts  not  in  fighting.     Philip  due 
d*Anjou,  fon  to  the  Dauphin,  who  fo  nobly  faid,  **  The  king  my 
'*  father,  and  the  king  my  fon,  (hall  hencdforth  be  my  glory,  regardlefs 
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**  of  ielf/*  defcrvcs  our  beft  efteem.  Crowned  king  of  Spain,  in  right 
of  his  grandmother,  married  to  Louis  quatorze,  or  rather  perhaps  in 
right  of  his  great  uncle's  will,  confirming  that  fucceiTion ;  finding,  upon 
his  publick entry  1  /Ol,  that  his  new  fubjeAs  fccmed  but  little  pleafcd  : 
and  feeing  too  that  much  the  larger  part  of  Europe  had  made  a  com^ 
bination  for  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  took  up  that  fuddcn  and  truly  ho- 
nourable refolution  of  leaving  our  continent  entirely,  faying,  *'  he 
**  would  not  go  even  to  paradife  without  confent  of  the  faints/'  Upon 
this  principle  he  CToffed  the  Atlantick  with  feveral  of  the  old  nobility, 
adherents  to  his  caufe  and  peribn,  and  carried  many  bleflings  to  the 
colonics  of  Spanifh  America,  where  he  reformed  abufes,  and  made 
friend? ;  whUc  Lewis  the  fourteenth  endured  the  ihock  of  England'^, 
Holland's,  and  the  Empire's  fury  for  twelve  long  years  together. 

At  length  the  gallant  due  de  Vend6me*s  vi<ftory  gained  at  Villa 
Vicioia,  and  much  more  than  that  folitary  battle  fhining  through  man^f 
defeats,  our  glorious  Marlborough's  difgrace,  and  the  confequent  peace 
of  Utrecht  in  1713,  called  him  hon^  and  put  him  in  peaceable  poflbf-" 
Hon  of  his  well  disputed  kingdom.  Two  years  more  law  him  fciza 
Naples  and  the  liland  of  Sardinia,  but  they  were  given  up  again  by 
treaty  ;  and  with  them  his  favourite,  the  intriguing  Cardinal  Albcroni, 
who  had  a  thoufand  fchemes,  beft  diiappointed  by  that  deierved  dif- 
miifid.  Philip  however,  fick  of  many  griefs,  this  laft  the  greatcft ; 
now  formally  abdicated  his  Spaniih  throne  in  favour  of  his  fon  Doa 
Lewis,  hoping  that  he  would  rule  in  peace  thofe  rcalips  for  the  domi- 
nion of  which,  ail  Europe  had  contended  till  quite  faint.  The  fiin's 
eclipfc,  fo  fatal  and  fo  terrifying,  that  the  buds  went  to  rood  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  £bme  few  ftars  were  ieen  on  the  horizon^ 
ftruck  to  his  heart ;  reminding  him  of  that  Joleii  royal  which  blazed  io 
brightly  round  the  car  of  his  yet  living  anceftor,  when  the  old  Bourbon 
motto*  had  been  changed,  and  one  (^enilve  to  the  race  of  mankind 

*>€)rbi  bMUS  /at  Ntc  pluribus  impar. 
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fubftituted  in  its  place.  The  convent  walls  were  in  a  fortnight  more 
to  have  clojfed  round  him,  when  the  young  king's  death,  by  the  fmall- 
pox,  fetched  him,  by  deputation  of  his  fubje<3:s,  ibrth  again,  rcqucfting 
him  to  mount  the  feat  of  fovereignty,  into  which  fate  herfelf  fccms  to 
have  thruft  him  forcibly  after  all:  fmce  neither  his  grandfather's  original 
renunciation  of  his  rights  at  marriage  with  the  Infanta ;  nor  the  fuc- 
cefsful  arms  of  Marlborough  and  Eugene  :  no^  nor  his  own  graceful  re* 
iignation,  could  keep  him  out.  A.  D.  1 725  found  him  according  to  his 
merits,  peacefully  fettled  at  well-plcafcd  Madrid,  after  having  obtained 
Naples  and  Sicily  for  a  fon  by  his  fecond  bed,  Don  Carlos ;  who  was 
alfo  made  Duke  of  Parma  and  Piacenza,  and  after  his  father^s  death 
and  that  of  his  brother  Ferdinand,  became  king  of  Spain.      ' 

Jofeph  the  fifteenth  meanwhile  wnedded  to  a  Lutheran  prince fs,  of 
the  Brunfwick  houfe,  fucceeded  his  father  Leopold,  and  clung  to  the 
allies  from  private  fondnfifs,  no  Icfs  perhaps  than  from  political  ne- 
ceffity.  But  though  'twas  faid,  he  would  not  have  been  fbrry  had 
Charles  of  Svrcden,  as  he  once  expreflcd  it,  infifled  on  his  turning 
Lutheran  too,  Joieph  forbore  not  to  opprefs  his  Proteftant  fubjed^ 
in  poor  Hungary,  whom  he  fqueezed  hard  for  money,  while  the  com- 
bined troops  yfaccprufejfedly  fighing  for  tliat  opinion,  which  they  long 
had  followed.  The  fmall-pox  however,  fatal  in  beginning  of  the 
century  to  princes;  carried  the  emperor  to  the  grave  betimes,  and  drew 
liis  brother  Charles  the  fixth  from  Catalonia,  where  Philip's  parti zans 
had  made  his  refidcnce  foraewhat  uneafy,  and  very  infecure.  Charles 
was  proclaimed  at  Vienna  1 7 1 1 ,  and  notwithftanding  the  affairs  of 
Spain  vsnerc  by  no  means  decided  at  this  time,  he  had  the  fpirit  to  de- 
clare war  againft  the  Turks,  who  were  defeated  by  brave  Eugene  at 
Peterwardine,  lofing  Belgrade  and  Temefwar  to  his  vidlorious  amis. 
The  peace  of  Paffarowitz  in  1 7 1 8  completed  his  glory  and  the  Ottoman 
dilgracc.     To  this  intrepid,  but  ever  benign  warrior,  the  commiffioned 
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dcftroycr  Marlborough  was  ufed  to  leave  all  care  of  wounded,  dead, 

or  dying  ibldiers;  whom  he  affifted  with  his  purfe,  ibothed  with  his 
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fwcetncfs,  and  wept  over  them  when  more  could  not  be  done. 
Thefe  open,  generous  virtues,  feen  in  his  countenance,  induced  Villars, 
when  once  they  met  at  Radfladt  after  the  battle  of  Dcnain,  1712,  to 
fcize  his  hand  and  (ay,  **  Ah,  Monfeigneur,  wc  are  no  enemies — your 
'^  foes  are  at  Vienna,  I  fuppofe — ^and  mine  are  at  Verfailles.^'  That 
battle  of  Denain  ferved  fome what  to  accelerate  the  peace  of  Utrecht, 
and  turn  Prince  Eugene*s  fword  upon  the  Turks,  After  the  black  dc- 
iigns  of  Alberoni  had  fo  far  proved  abortive,  that  deteAion  went 
but  a  little  ftep  before  difgracc — Auftria  breathed  from  fetigue;  Spain 
entered  not  unkindly  into  the  quadruple  alliance,  1 720,  and  mjivc 
years  more  was  ligned  the  treaty  of  Vienna. 

We  muft  however  turn  back  to  Louis  quatorze,  who,  in  the  news 
of  his  enormous  lofs  at  Blenheim,  learned  for  the  firft  time  that  he  was 
not  invincible.  More  than  one  hundred  leagues  of  terra  Jirma  for- 
faken,  were  among  the  earlieft  confequcnces  of  this  defeat,  which 
carried  fuch  a  conftemation  with  it,  that  many  officers  of  high  rank 
flung  themfelves  half  deliberately  into  Danube,  rather  than  iurvive  a 
day  of  fhame,  they  faid.  Soldiers  followed  the  example  from  con- 
tagious fear,  and  Marlborough  marched  forward  to  Alfatia.  The 
king  of  France  now  recalled  Villars  from  the  fouthem  provinces;  but 
in  the  meantime  twenty  thoufand  more  of  his  unhappy  fubjefts  co« 
vered  the  plains  of  Ramillies,  where  our  reiifllefs  general's  name  and 
perfbn  ftruck  terror  to  all  Frenchmen's  cars  and  eyes ;  which  turning 
to  the  ocean,  once  obedient  but  now  rebellious  to  their  Grand  Mo^ 
narque,  faw  the  danger  of  Toulon  added  to  the  lofs  of  Gibraltar;  and 
on  the  day  when  England's  fleet  threatened  deftruftion  to  their  boafted 
fea-port,  a  fudden  darknefs,  only  furpaflcd  by  that  which  happened 
afterwards  in  1715,  brought  to  our  failors'  recollcdion  an  odd  fermon 
preached  on  the  firft  year  of  the  century,  in  which  one  Mr,  Fleming 
had  prediAed  the  perfcA  extindion  of  French  monarchy  to  take  place 
A.  D.  1 794,  adding  expreffions,  as  if  their  emblem,  the  fun,  fhould 
foon  be  fhom  of  his  beams.     The  failure  of  invaiion  in  favour  of  James 
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the  iecocbd's  acknowledged  .offspring  too,  hurt  his  kind  patron  worfc 
even  than  his  own  misfortunes,  till  their  dreadful  aggravation,  by  the 
hot-headed  duke  of  Burgundy's  pcrverfenefs,  and  his  near  peril  of 
being  tajcen  prifoner,  threw  Paris  into  an  agony.  Ill  health  and  death 
fpread  through  the  royal  family;  ill  humour  through  the  nation;  famine 
followed  faft  on  the  heels  of  war ;  the  olive  trees  were  frozen  in  Pro- 
vence; the  vines  of  Burgundy  were  blighted.  Inhuman  terms  were 
now  proposed  by  the  allies;  and  fo  propoled,  as  if  on  purpofe  to  be  re- 
jeAed,  by  old  Lewis;  who  firft  a  fancy,  then  a  fuffering  hero,  re- 
Iblved  to  retreat,  and  leaving  his  once  adulatory  capital,  defend  his  (hat* 
tered  provinces  inch  by  inch  ;  rather  than  meanly  pay  the  expences  of 
a  war  to  drive  his  own  progeny  from  the  Spanifh  throne.  But  whilft 
the  red-ftained  glafs  of  Retrojpe^tion  fees  in  five  years  two  hundred 
thousand  Frenchmen  loft  in  thofe  nimierous  engagements,  which  fuc- 
ceeded  in  fanguinary  rapidity  to  each  other,  leis  than  two  hundred 
thoufand  more  *twas  thought  could  fcarce  have  periflied  from  diftrefs 
and  illnefs.  Heaven  faw  'twas  time  to  flop  the  tide  of  human  woes. 
And  was  that  talk  left  for  fome  mighty  charafter  to  execute  ?  Say  my 
young  Tcaders.  No!  'twas  a  feeble  woman's  work  at  laft.  Her  flug- 
gifli  mind  fupplied  the  place  of  virtue;  her  timorous  temper  faved 
the  lives,  born  and  unborn,  of  millions.  Looking  back,  we  may  ob- 
Icrve  this  laft  of  our  Stuart  princes  amufed  awhile,  then  governed,  and 
at  length  a<5lually  tyrannized  over  by  the  duchels  of  Marlborough ; 
who,  carelefs  of  thofe  arts  by  which  fhe  rofe,  neglcftcd  foolifhly  her 
poft  as  favourite,  and  from  her  Lord's  fucccfs  upon  the  continent, 
deeming  her  patty  perfeftly  immoveable,  had,  in  an  evil  hour  for  them 
all,  introduced  to  petty  offices  about  the  bed-chamber  an  pblequious 
couiin,  with  whom  the  fovereign  was  induced  to  chat  familiarly,  when 
left  to  fill  up  vacant  hours  as  he  could.  This  lady,  wc  are  told,  was  a 
Tory  by  principle,  ftrcngthened  no  doubt  by  intcrcft,  and  by  her  then 
unacknowledged  connexion  with  Mr.  Harley,  who  having  by  this  Mrs. 
Mafham's  arts  fecretly  learned  the  way  up  the  queen's  private  ftairs 
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Jield  hidden  conferences  with  her  raajefty  concerning  the  condition  of 
diftrafted  Europe,  and  haftened  to  fupplant  the  diftant  duke,  and  drive 
him  from  her  good  opinion,  by  telling  how  the  world  accuied  that 
general   of  protrading   wars  injurious  as   expenfive  to  his  country, 
that  he  might  fliine  among  contending  potentates,  accept  their  prefcnts, 
and  propagate  his  own  glory,  without  regard  either  to  the  crown  at 
home,  or  to  the  people;  who  would  be  ruined  by  raft  debts  incurred 
only  to  pleafe  in&tiablc  allies;  while  they  perhaps  adding  perfidy  to 
their  rapacioufnc&,  would,  if  we  left  not  them^  leave  us^  &a  making 
conditions  for  themfelves  apart.     The  tales  he  told  were  true.     The 
manner  of  making   thofe   truths  heard   were    bafe  and   mean — no 
matter,    Harley  and  his  female  agent,  whom  yet  he  never  trufted  with 
hfe  fchemes,  eafily  obtained  afcendancy  over  Anne's  mind,  which  had 
only  been  bent  back  from  the  tory  caufe  by  accidental  confidence  placed 
in  a  whig  favomite :  her  heart  muft  have  been  naturally  with  thofe  who 
profefled  love  for  kings  and  kingly  power;  but  with  their  high  church 
principles,  and  preachments  of  non-iefiftance,  long  ago  exploded,  ad^ 
herence  to  hereditary  right  feemed  to  go  hand  in  hand.     The  fcru- 
pulous  prinCefs,  left  without  a  child,  felt  her  foft  heart  entangled  *twixt 
a  brother  whom  flic  had  certainly  once  thought  was  fpurious,  and  the 
fl:ill  lefs  beloved  eledrefs,  to  whom,*  as  to  the  next  Proteftant  heir, 
niece  of  King  Charles  the  firft,  our  Whigs  looked  up  for  fafety  from 
that  church  of  Rome,  whofe  wounds  lately  inflifted  on  us  were  io 
fliarp,  that  people  could  not  fee  the  hand  was  palfied,  and  never  would 
be  able  to  ftrike  more.    Queen  Anne  however  feemed  to  have  forgotten 
ijn  her  laft  yjears  that  fear  of  JefultSj  which  marks  her  letters  in  her  fa- 
ther's reign,  when  an  oAdjeu  des  mots  handed  about,  ferved  to  increafe 
our  terror  of  their  duplicity,  and  we  called  it  the  Jefiiit's  Creed. 

•  One  of  Princcfs  Sophia's  letters  to  her  royal  coufin,  as  preferred  among  Mac- 

phcrfon's  papers^  laments,  or  rather  apologizes,  that  ftie  does  not  write  in  Latin.  Very 

ilrange,  that  a  lady  to  whom  languages'wcre  fo  eafy,  did  not  teach  her  own  native  Eng- 

lilh  to  her  fon,  whom  yet  flie  wanted  ro  fix  upon  the  ifland,  even  whilfi  the  foverciga 

of  it  could  not  be  confidered  as  very  fick,  or  at  all  fuperannuated. 
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Fro  fide  teneo  fiifia 
Affirraat  quae  Romana^ 
Supremus  quando  Rex  eft 
Erraticus  turn  Grex  eft 
Altare  cum  oroaUir 
Populus  turn  beatur 
Afini  nomen  meruit 
Miflkm  qui  defcruit 


<)udB  docet  AngUcaaa* 
Videntur  mihi  vana  ; 
Turn  piebs  eft  fortunata^ 
Cum  caput  fiat  papa* 
CoHmiuniofit  loaaia 
Cum  meafa  rino  paois. 
Hunc  morem  qui  non  capit 
Catholiqus  eft  et  fapit. 


The  device  is  fb  contrived  as  to  contain  the  fentiments  ofone  cJ;i\u:cIia 
sead  in  ihort  lines,  of  the  other  in  long  ones. 


I  hold  for  faith 
What  Rome's  church  faith. 
Where  the  king  is  head 
That  flock's  laSAt^  ; 
Wiiere  the  altar's  dreft 
The  people's  bleft 
He's  but  an  afs 
Who  fliuQS  the  ma(s 


What  Eogland^s  church  all6ws» 
My  confcience  difasrows ; 
The  flock  can  take  m)  ikame. 
Who  hold  the  pope  iugreme ; 
The  worlhip's  fcarce  divioeA 
Whofe  table's  bread  and  wine;. 
Who  their  communion  flies^ 
Is  catholick  and  wife. 


A  fbanget  thing  however  than  to  fee  a  fbvereign's  mind  imvyi^  \f 
converfing  with  new  intimates,  is  to  fee  Burnet  ^  compktelj  daiszded 
by  idle  bright  rays  of  Marlborough's  renown^  that  ht  C¥en  ftuigha  at  the 
idsa  of  naming  Gibraltar  and  Minorca  in  ibmc  addrefles  carrittd  up  to 
tiie  throne ;  although,  thofe  were  the  only  iblid  aad  lailing  advantage 
from  all  our  bloodlhed. 

Meantime  die  poor  Queen,  worried  by  famous  nobles^  declin^  m 
health  and  fpicks  every  day ;  Ihe  had  carried  <me  point  in  govemnacnt 
and  hut  one,  whick  was  of  her  own^  devifing :  it  was  a  great  one,  wertl^ 
ef  Catherine  or  Elizabeth ;  and  being  conceived  in  virtue^  it  matured 
into  prosperity  •  She  had  united  En^and  and  Scotl^id,  and  tyy  thehf 
happy  incorporation  rendered  herielf  true  fov«reign  of  our  iiland.  She 
wiihed  now  to  carry  one  other  point,  and  die  in  peace  with  her  ^d 
neighbour  Lewis^  ta  whom  her  ficft  antipathy  was  lefieaed  by  change 
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of  favourites  from  Whig  to  Tory.     Her  fecrctary  Bolingbroke,  after- 
wards married  to  the  niece  of  Madame  de  Maintenon,  had  always 
fhewn  a  fondnefs  for  the  French,  nor  were  the  kijidneflcs  their  king 
had  Ihewn  her  exiled  family,  viewed  by  expiring  Anne  with  that 
averlion  which  in  her  hufband's  time  they  had  excited.     With  Prince 
George  died  much  of  her  hatred  to  the   banifhed  court,  and  Mrs. 
Maiham  plied  her  pious  foul  with  fcruples  in  behalf  of  her  father's 
child,  which  when  all  hope  of  having  One  herfelf  was  over,  made  I 
truft,  ftronger  impreffion.     But  all  thefe  changes  of  opinion  pafTed  not 
unnoticed  by  the  buiy  Whigs ;  our  allies  took  the  alarm  too ;  Germany 
remonilrated,  Holland  threatened  aloud.  Prince  Eugene  was  fent  over 
to  entreat  her  Majefty  not  to  defert  fuch  troops  at  fuch  a  moment:  all 
in  vain ;  nothing  could  fhake  the  queen,  though  every  thing  perplexed 
her ;  contending  paflions  heated  all  men's  minds,  while  writers  like 
the  warring  deities  in  Homer,  fanned  the  warm  flame  of  fadion  into 
madncfs.     Swift  took  the  field  againft  Addifon,  and  conqyered.     The 
condu<El  of  our  allies  was  expofed  in  one  pamphlet,  the  rapacity  of  our 
general  hinted  at  in  many.     Envy's  fly  fnakes,  like  great  Achilles'  Ipear 
kat  by  Miiierva  for  the  fatal  purpofe,  foxmd  fome  ill-faflened  joint  in 
valiant  HeAor's  armour,  and  fl:\ing  him  with  an  unrecovcred  wound. 
John  duke  of  Marlborough  was  difmiflTed  all  his  employments,  and  to 
the  wonder  of  half  breathlefe  Europe,  Anne  of  Great  Britain  figned 
the  peace  of  Utrecht,     His  laft  great  viftory  at  Malplaquet,  where 
danger  faw  himfelf  defied  by  courage  in  many  a  memorable  ad  of 
fcariels  intrepidity,  obtained  ftill  better  terms  of  accommodation,  and 
fixed  the  triumph  of  the  Tory  favourites.     Since  time  indeed  and  cool 
tefiexion  have  come  forward,  we  fee  that  nobler  terms  could  not  be 
>^rifli^d ;  an^  daily  preflfure  of  debts  then  contraAed,  prove  that  a  con- 
tincjntal  war  does  us  m  good :  yet  I  believe  that  not  this  nation  only, 
but  the  whole  Chriftian  world  at  once  was  fliocked  at  fight  of  gallant 
Marlborough's  difgrace ;  and  'tis  obfervable  enough  bcfide,  that  though 
tlus  leader's  laurch  when  they  are  touched,  do  furely  Ihrink  fix)m  the 
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apcufing  hand,  and  like  the  fcnfitivc  plant  feem  to  confcfs  there  is 
fomcw  hat  wrong  within  ;  the  moment  that  hard  preflurc  is  removed, 
they  ftill  return  with  beauty  unimpaired,  and  flourifh  under  a  more 
genial  Iky  with  undiminiflicd  grcennefs.  If  our  finances,  for  example, 
did  fuftain  fome  injury  from  his  perpetual  calls  for  men  and  money, 
fucli  was  their  miferable  ftate  in  France,  that  fix  weeks  before  he  died 
A.  D.  1715,  Louis  quatorze  negotiated  no  fewer  than  thirty-two 
millions  in  bills,  to  receive  eight  millions  only  in  fpecie  ;  notwith- 
ftanding  which,  fays  Voltaire,  "  The  burden  might  have  been  borne  had 
'^  commerce  been  at  this  time  flourifliing,  or  had  the  nation's  paper 
**  credit  been  refpeftcd."  The  laft  obfervation  is  (to  fay  tme)  a  mere 
author's  period,  for  paper  credit  never  can  be  refpefted,  but  where  it 
deferves  refpeft,  from  being  of  equal  value  with  the  cafh  it  rcprefents. 
No  people  pay  lb  little  veneration  to  unfiibftantial  nothings  as  the 
traders ;  yet  even  they  were  ftrangely  deceived  four  or  five  years  after 
their  old  king's  deceafe,  when  a  man  named  Law,  native  I  think  of 
North  Britain,  rejected  as  a  mountebank  by  Vidor  Amadeus  of  Savoy, 
fojuftly  called  the  fage,  made  application  to  the  regent  of  France  and 
was  liftened  to.  Money  was  never  more  neceflary  to  their  kingdom, 
and  avarice  will  hearken  to  incredible  tales.  This  fellow  taught  them 
'  to  believe  him  a  new  Columbus,  and  feduced  them  fo  far  as  to  iet  up 
a  bank,  and  call  it  Miffifipi :  prince,  people,  all  were  duped,  and  in 
one  year  fo  fwelled  the  gaudy  bubble  to  their  view,  bills  were  nego- 
tiated up  to  four  times  the  amount  of  all  the  currency  contained 
within  the  realm.  Before  it  burft  'twas  faid,  fome  worthlefs  governors 
of  this  ideal  traflick  found  ways  to  '  realize  enormous  Aims ;  our 
countryman,  of  courfe,  who  with  them  fought  a  ihelter  from  the 
curfes  of  mankind,  and  foimd  a  fafe  one  in  voluptuous  Venice.  Mcan- 
while,  fpite  of  that  accident,  the  ftate  was  filently  repairing  its  loffes. 
Nothing  fo  certainly  regenerates  fpent  fortunes,  pubJick  or  private,  as  a 
minority.  Under  even  the  goJIe/f-rtgcnt,  as  Pope  emphatically  calls 
le-44jc  d*  Orleans,  who  managed  matters  for  their  baby  fucccflfor, 
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timely  refpitc  from  the  rage  of  killing  faved  their  then  reeUng  kingdom 
from  deliqulum.  Philip  fufFered  his  fcnfual  pieafiircs  to  be  broken  in 
upon  only  by  Law's  impofture,  and  an  unfuccefsful  cabal  of  rcfllefs 
Albcroni ;  but  their  refumed  excefles  Ihortcncd  his  life,  and  hindered 
liim  from  iecing  the  great  grandfon  of  Louis  quatorze  married  to  the 
daughter  of  philofophick  Staniflaus,  and  giving  fymptoms  of  a  ftudious 
difpoHtion  ;  too  officioufly  and  for  him  fatally  chcc}tt,  as  conducive  to 
ill  health.  A  man  is  made  only  of  body  and  foul,  and  thofe  who  pcr- 
fuade  young  people  from  all  fearch  of  intcllc<flual  amufcmcnts,  will 
drive  them  to  look  for  corporeal  ones.  We  leave  him  in  the  purpofed 
A.  D.  1725,  apparently  emancipated  from  prcccptorfhip,  but  ftill 
confulting  and  confiding  in  the  gentle  Fleury,  whofe  mild  admini- 
flration  aded  as  a  paregorick  to  torn  France,  the  throbbing  wounds 
of  which,  needed  his  healing  hand. 

Returning  to  our  iiland,  we  fee  that  united,  only  as  it  appears  to  be 
ftruggled  for  by  Whigs  and  Tories,  the  laft  of  which  parties  began  to 
ihrink  away,  when  juft  before  qtieen  Annc*s  death  the  eleftrcfs  Sophia 
left  the  fcene  of  contention,  with  all  her  claims  upon  it  to  her  fon, 
whom  yet  <he  had  never  thought  it  worth  her  while  to  have  inftrudcd 
in  our  Englifh  language. 

George  the  firft's  penetration  and  iagacity  were  therefore  loft  to  to> 
and  of  fmall  value  even  to  himfelf,  who  could  but  juft  with  all  their 
help  perceive,  but  by  no  means  prevent,  his  being  made  the  tool  of  a 
bold  and  numerous  h&Mm ;  the  king  of  half  his  fubjeds.  His  very 
virtues  were  turned  agsunft  himfelf;  for  having  obferved  the  luigrate- 
iul  temper  of  the  Stuart  race,*  who  cared  not  who  were  ruined  in  their 
fenrice,  our  newly  arrived  monarch  generoufly  declared  that  he  would 
never  forfake  his  true  friends.  Ignorance  of  the  tongue  they  talked  in, 
nnuie  it  indeed  almoft  phyiicaliy  impdiTible  he  ihould  ever  be  able  to 
difcem  who  thofe  friends  were.  A  king  always  finds  that  fcicncc 
diiBcult  aiougfa,  but  to  King  George  the  firft  no  earthly  knowledge  was 
half  fo  unahainablc   The  Whigs  hemmed  him  completely  round,  told 

him 
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Jiim  only  what  they  chofe  he  fhould  hear,  till  a  ftranger  to  our  hearts, 
our  language,  and  our  cuftoms :  the  wlieft  among  all  his  contemporary 
princes  found  it  his  bcft  wifdom  to  withdraw  his  mind  wholly  from* 
our  concerns;  ao:d  when  we  had  hindered  him  from  all  exertion  of  his 
faculties  here,  we  pretended  to  wonder  that  he  loved  going  to  Hanover : 
although  a  prince  from  any  German  court  mull  necelTarily  have  re- 
ceived early  difguft,  when  the  fecond  or  third  day  after  his  arrival,  Mr. 
Chudleigh  and  Mr.  Aldworth  quarrelled  in  his  very  prefence  chamber ; 
and  even  challenged  each  other  to  fight  about  drinking  the  pretender's 
health.  His  majefty  at  firft,  we  arc  told,  put  on  the  fovereign,  and 
began  expreffing  his  juft  indignation  of  fuch  infolence,  but  checking 
himfelf,  faid,  '*  I  come  here  only  to  guard  the  laws  of  your  country, 
**  gentlemen ;  if  therefore  there  /ir^  any  againft  fWch  condu<5l,  pray  let 
^*  them  be  put  in  force."  An  ill  projeded  rebellion  in  favour  of  that 
pretender  whofe  health  many  drank  that  flirred  not  from  table  in  his 
caufe,  fixed  the  throne  faft  of  his  triumphant  coufin ;  and  little  mercy 
did  the  men  in  power  ihew  to  thofe  who  had  manifefted  lymptoms  of 
attachment  to  the  pcrfifting,  although  feeble  Stuarts.  No  cruelty 
however  can  be  charged  againft  the  king ;  faft  held,  he  knew  but 
little  of  what  paft,  and  money  made  that  fituation  eafier  to  him.  As 
lives  the  dalai  lama  of  Thibet,  {o  reigns  the  fovereign  of  an  oligarchy^ 
compoied  of  jealous  and  interefted  minds:  ours  in  the  opinion  of  all 
Europe  round,  poflcffed  a  clear  ^d  comprehenfive  head,  and  when  he 
afted  for  himfelf  he  proved  it  fiich.  Count  Gy llenburgh,  the  Swedilh 
minifter  in  London,  was  feized  by  his  immediate  orders,  and  that 
intended  firebrand  quenched  at  once  ;  he  counteraftqd  ^Alberoni's 
plans,  and  rendered  them  abortive  by  his  ncgociations.  Upon  a  little 
progrefs  made  round  fome  fouthern  counties  of  our  ifland,  the  people 
cxprcffed  an  honeft  admiration  of  their  new  monarch's  comfelinefs  and 
dignity  of  afpeft ;  although  difliked  before  by  Anne  of  Denmark, 
whofe  heart  when  he  addreflcd  her  had  been  previoufly  engaged.  It 
Vol.  I.  3  A  is 
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is  recorded  that  he  faid  of  them  when  they  huzzaed  his  coach  through 
Lymington,  "  Thefe  Englifli  are  efteemed  by  other  dates  a  wife  people, 
"  and  I  believe  they  might  be  made  a  happy  one,  changing  their  minif- 
'*  ters  only  once  o*month,  and  their  Icings  once  o'year/'  Of  poets,  in 
a  language  never  learned  by  him,  he  had  no  tafte,  fo  there  was  much 
complaint  fot  want  of  patronage,  though  neither  Newton  nor  Handel 
wcre.neglefted;  and  Swift  who  fnecred,  got  very  little,  as  it  (hould 
fccm,  even  from  his  Tory  friends :  one  hears  no  more  of  Mrs.  Maiham, 
after  his  letter  to  her  on  queen  Anne*s  death.  Something  has  always 
hung  about  my  fancy,  as  if  the  appellation  Abigail  for  a  lady's  maid 
originated  in  her  bed-chamber  attendance.  Addiibii  calls  the  intriguing 
female  in  his  comedy  the  Drummer,  Abigail,  after  her  I  believe, 
becaufe  we  fee  her^Jifpofing  of  her  miftrefs — Sir  George  Trueman's 
(imple  widow  completely ;  but  the  humour  is  io  concealed,  nobody 
thinks  of  it. 

Meanwhile  the  Duke  of  Marlbrorough,  who  had  retired  to  the  conti- 
nent whilfl  the  late  miniftry  raifed  up  a  cry  againft  him,  returned  to  his 
own  country  juft  in  time  to  welcome  the  arrival  of  our  new  forereign, 
from  whom  each  mark  of  honourable  diftincftion  was  even  eagerly 
paid,  while  king  and  nation  vied  \nhis  applaufe.  To  tho/e  encourag-- 
ing,  thofe  confoling  founds,  a  nervous  difordcr  in  his  latter  days  ren- 
dered him  wholly  infcnfible.  The  (hock  of  encountering  hofts,  the 
battle's  din,  had  done  their  work,  although  as  we  may  fay  remotely. 
The  year  1720  witneflcd  the  Jireams  rf  dotage  Rowing  from  thofe  eyes^ 
which  had  conciliated  the  proud  in  peace,  and  awed  the  fierce  in  war. 
Before  the  time  we  have  refolvcd  to  paufe  at,  1725,  the  French  began 
to  fing  abo^t  the  ftreets,  //  eji  mort  etenterr^,  while  his  dead  body  long 
their  mark,  lay  in  our  Weftminfter  cathedral,  whence  at  the  laft  day 
fliall  rife  heroes  and  ftatcfmcn,  princes,  kings  and  captains,  but  none 
to  him  fuperior. 


There 
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There  are  few  notes  to  this  fuperficial  work,  which  is  itfelf  of  notes  a  mere  colleAion; 
Tumuhuariity  as  Bemouilli  with  lefe  propriety,  called  his  upon  Defcartes.  I  muft  bow- 
ever  here  note  a  droll  ftory  of  an  old  phyikiant  doftor  Oldfieid  i  who  feemed  as  much 
impreft  with  Churchill's  merits,  as  is  the  writer  of  this  Retrofpe^.  Being  at  confultatioa 
one  day,  after  a  paufe  he  ftarted  up  and  faid,  **  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  fpoke  in  the 
"  Houfe  of  Lords  an  hour  this  morning."  "  Well  fir  T*  replies  a  furgeon  in  the  room, 
«  Did  he  fay  any  thing  of  dodor  Oldfieid  ?"  "  Of  me  ;  no  furely."  "  Then  he  is  a 
**  very  ungrateful  man  I  think,"  returns  Belchier  briikly ;  "  for  doftor  Oldfieid  can* 
^<  not  fpeak  a  minute  without  mentioning  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  in  any  houfe '^ 
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CHAP.  XVII. 


AMERICA,  ASIA,  AFRICA,  AND  GENERAL  SKETCH  OF 
IMPROVEMENT  IN  EUROPE,  FROM  1725  TO  1750. 

WHILE  Chriftians  were  cutting  each  other's  throats  in  Europe 
during  Queen  Anne's  wars,  the  wifer  Indians  of  North  Ame- 
rica fct  up  a  neutrality,  and  armed  for  its  defence ;  having  been  dif- 
gufted  with  French  perfidy  ever  fince  the  governor  of  Canada  burned  all 
his  prilbners  alive,  and  gave  up  fixteen  Engliihmen  to  thofe  favages  who 
were  fuppofed  moft  inimical  to  the  five  nations  or  allies,  hoping  they 
would  be  put  to  death  with  new  and  ingenious  torments.  Monfieur 
de  Denonville  was  however  miftaken,  for  the  Cataraqui  tribe  fent  them 
fafe  home  to  our  colony.  Montreal  now  became  a  place  of  barter,  and 
the  fpirit  of  traffick  feemed  likely  to  fucceed  that  difgraceful  ferocity 
which  had  hitherto  ilained  the  banks  of  the  rapid  Ohio.  The  foil  on 
both  iidcs  of  the  Mohawk  River  was  found  to  be  excellent  for  raifing 
hemp  :  mads  were  the  natural  produce  of  woods  nearly  impenetrable, 
coniifting  chiefly  of  majeftick  pines  or  haughty  chefnut  trees,  felf-lbwn, 
and  inexperienced  of  the  axe  or  pruning  knife.  To  thefe  old  England 
rationally  turned  her  thoughts,  and  fought  improvement  of  her  Ameri- 
can poflcffions.  During  the  fummer  of  1 730,  when  there  was  queilion 
of  a  royal  charter  for  Georgia  and  Carolina,  to  be  called  fo  after  our 
young  King  George  II.  and  his  confort,  feven  copper-coloured  chiefs 
came  to  St.  James's,  and  did  a  willing  homage  to  the  fovereign  ;  men- 
tion is  made  in  one  of  the  Spedators  of  fuch  an  embafly  before  that  time, 
and  their  grave  deportment  at  the  theatre  attraded  much  notice,  im- 
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preffing  people  with  a  ftrong  perfuafion  of^  their  good  fenfc.  They 
were  not,  as  they  would  have  been  heretofore,  perplexed  with  qiielHons 
in  divinity,  but  returned  home  I  truft,  admiring,  as  we  did  lately  from 
our  deputation  to  China,  how  finely  people  might  live  without  any  re- 
ligion at  all.  The  Spaniards  had,  no  doubt,  been  grofsly  culpable  in 
ereftlng  Chriftianity  upon  an  altar  formed  of  fpoiled  palaces  and  blced- 
^  ing  innocents  ;  for  fo  was  feated  their  new  church  in  Mexico.  The 
Englifh,  led  to  think  that  the  rcverfe  of  wrong  muft  needs  be  right, 
left  all  to  accident  north  of  the  Ifthmus  Darien :  I  mean  fo  far  as  go- 
vernment took  cognizance.  Miffionaries  fent  forth  by  fubfcription  of 
pious  individuals,  owed  little,  except  mere  proteftion  to  that  ftate 
which  feemed,  about  the  time  under  revifal,  to  care  for  nothing  fave 
the  world's  new  idol,  worlhipt  with  greater  reverence  every  day — the 
golden  idol  property.  Eaft  India  was  become  a  grand^  though  not  a 
royal  exchange  :  the  affairs  of  our  oA/ Company  there,  which  began  the 
laft  day  of  the  year  lOoo,  and  was  united  with  a  new  one,  fome  early 
day  in  1 700,  had  made  a  progrcfs  fo  prodigious,.that  they  were  looked  on 
with  half  jealous  eyes  at  home,  while  inftances  of  their  rapacity  and  ag- 
grandizement abroad  amazed  the  natives,  of  whatever  caft,  though  long 
acquainted  with  European  manners.  The  Capuchin  friars  were  at  the 
inftant  we  are  fpeaking  of,  the  only  perfons  from  our  continent  un- 
tainted with  this  appetite  of  wealth,  this  bulimy;  bcfpeaking  a  vi- 
tiated conftitution ;  and  they  were  made  known  to  the  orientalifts, 
chiefly  by  the  following  accident :  a  fbphy  of  Pcrfia,  I  think  the  fa- 
mous Kouli  Khan  himfelf,  was  feized  with  faintings,  giddinefs,  and 
tremor,  which  none  of  his  phyficians  could  account  for  or  remove. 
One  of  the  members  belonging  to  an  old  Francifcan  convent  fettled  at 
Ifpahan,  heard  this  event  and  joined  in  the  affliAion ;  but  added  that 
the  cure  needed  not  be  difficult.  The  Grand  Treafurer,  informed  of 
his  opinion,  called  him  inftantly  to  court,  where  their  royal  patient  lay 
in  a  fyncope.  Adminiftering  a  fmart  emetic,  after  clearing  the  bowels 
fecnndum  arteni,  fymptoms  of  recovery  announced  themfclves ;  opiates  , 

procured 
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procured  repofe,  and  bitters  from  the  difpenfary  belonging  to  thcfc 
monks,  completed  the  happinefs  of  Perfia.  Heaps  of  gold  were  offered 
in  return  to  him  who  had  bellowed  health  on  the  Emperor ;  but  no- 
thing could  the  Capucin  be  prevailed  on  to  accept,  unlefs  promifes  of 
protedion  to  his  fraternity.  Thamas  made  no  fcruple  of  granting  them 
a  lading  charter  ;  but  his  Treafurer,  ftruck  with  the  ftrange  difmte- 
reftednefs  of  the  dervife,  made  an  immediate  friendlhip  with  him, 
ftudied  his  language,  and  liftened  with  wonder  to  his  accounts  of  Italy, 
till  having  heated  his  brains  with  the  recital,  he  refolved  to  run  away 
with  the  man,  and  turn  friar.  Concealing  fome  diamonds  to  pay  their 
journey,  infure  a  good  reception  at  the  end  on't,  and  make  their  future 
lives  comfortable.  Father  Gafparo  and  his  confiding  friend  arrived  at 
Rome  :  but  when  presented  as  a  convert  to  Pope  Benedid,  he  denied 
all  belief  in  our  bleflcd  Saviour's  divinity,  although  convinced  of  his  ce- 
Icllial  miffion.  After  a  few  gentle  reprimands  to  his  companion  how- 
ever, all  was  paflcd  over,  and  the  Treafurer  of  Perfia  was  quietly  ad- 
mitted into  the  monaftery  creAed  by  Cardinal  Barberini,  brother  to 
Urban  VIII.  He  lived  till  9O  years  old,  and  was  feen  there  by  the 
,  writer  of  Mcmoires  dcs  Cours  dlialle^  a  curious  book  printed  about  {c\c\\ 
or  eight  years  ago.  This  anecdote  Ihews  the  furprizing  revolution  in 
Chrifl:ian  men's  ideas  ;  nor  is  it  half  as  ftrange  that  one  warm-headed 
individual  fhould  crofs  whole  continents  for  the  mere  pleafiire  of  wear- 
ing a  fcapulary  in  honour  of  a  religion,  the  fundamental  principle  of 
which  he  difbclicvcd  ;  as  that  the  truly  pious  and  worthy  Pope  Orfino 
ihould  admit  a  pofitivc  Socinian  into  that  community,  whofc  founder 
held  even  an  Arian  in  abhorrence.  This  curious  amalgamation  of  opi- 
nions fccms  to-  liav^  been  chiefly  performed  by  commerce,  which  fof- 
tens  the  mind  of  one  man  to  receive  the  ideas  of  another ;  as  on  the 
admifiion  of  mercury  gold  becomes  a  perfcd  paftc.  Good  people  helped 
this  work  forward  too,  more  than  they  would  have  wiflied,  had  its  con- 
Icquences  been  laid  open  to  them,  by  reproaching  their  Chriftian  bro- 
thers everlaftingly  with  the  fupcriority  of  favagc  virtues,  till  it  has  at 

length 
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length  become  the  mode  to  find  out  excellence  in  all  hut  ChriftianS. 
Excefs  of  evidence  befide,  has,  as  Biftiop  Watfon  obfcn^es,  been  con- 
verted into  a  principle  of  unbelief;  and  becaufe  we  fee  the  Shanfcrit 
language  filled  with  efforts  to  exprefs  a  trinity  in  unity,  fome  of  us  come 
from  the  fludy  of  it,  mere  theofbphifts.     Yet  if  the  word  Ooon  of  the 
eafl  were  invefligated  clofely  by  thofe  who  are  competent  to  fuch  re^ 
fearch,  who  knows  but  an  approach  to  Plato's  ^Eons  might  be  traced, 
which  I  have  heard  were  nierely  energies  or  emanations  of  divinity,  in>- 
comprehenfible  fomethings,  thirty  in  number,  filling  up  the  chafnH 
and  forming  a  chain  between  omnipotence  and  humanity.     'Tis  dif- 
ficult to  find  a  new  way  of  being  either  wife  or  virtuous,  cither  abfurd 
or  perv'erfe.    The  adherents  to  orthodoxy  had  condemned  Sabellianifm 
at  the  council  of  Alexandria  in  26o,  becaufe  it  maintained  that  the 
fame  God  and  Father  of  all,defcended  incarnate  upon  the  earth  he  had 
created  ;  redeemed  it  by  his  death ;  returned  to  heaven,  and  came  down 
again  upon  his  holy  apoflles.     Nor  do  Dr.   South's  fermons  militate 
very  Jirongly  againjl  this  notion,  although  he  lies  buried  in  Weflminfter 
Abbey ;  and  lived  to  hear  his  great  opponent  Sherlock,  accufed  of 
tritheifm  :  yet  as  the  mad  prophet  faid  by  Louia  quatorze,   **  It  is  not 
^'  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  nor  Prince  Eugene,  which  fhall  cut  down 
*'  and  utterly  deflroy  thee ;  but  men  of  whom  thou  haft  not  now  a 
"  thought."     Religion  was  not  deeply  injured  by  thefe  difputes  :  the 
pupil  of  Mr.  Locke,  the  famous  Lord  Shaftefbury,  in  his  elegant  and 
fpirited  work  called  the  Charafterifticks,  did  more  real  hurt  to  the  true 
good  old  caiifey  than  all  profeflbrs  of  theology  put  together ;  and  I  re- 
member a  friend  of  my  own  ten  years  ago,  when  anarchy  and  afTaHi- 
nation  reigned  in  Paris,  and  the  life-blood  dropt  daily  warm  from  the 
guillotine,  faid   the  French  will  be  lefs  wretched   when   a  civil  war 
breaks  out  among  them,  becaufe  killing  will  thtn  be  in  the  hands  of 
foldiers,  who  are  bred  to  it,  and  underlland  how  :  now  each  man  mur- 
ders for  himfelf,  methinks  the  flaughter's  doubly  dreadful.     My  friend 
judged  very  rightly  ;  and  w  hile  the  conteft  between  orthodox  and  he- 
terodox 
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tcrodox  opinions  of  Chriftianity  was  agitated  by  divines,  expert  theo- 
logians who  well  knew  where  to  attack,  and  where  to  defend,  the 
church  was  in  lefs  danger,  left  difgracc  too,  than  fmce  a  bold  irruption 
of  Vandal  forces  overwhelmed  us,  fcofiers  and  tfamplcrs — complete  Prch- 
tenants,  as  Mr.  Gibbon  bluflies  not  to  ftyle  himfelf,  prote/iing  SLgair^ik 
every  faith  as  folly  ;  and  valuing,  as  another  great  writer  expreflcs  it, 
virtue  beyond  all  religion,  and  friendfhiptcyond  all  virtue.  'Tis  worth 
remarking  like  wife,  that  as  war  was  carried  on  with  lefs  ferocity  about 
the  year  1/12  and  1 7 1 3  than  ufual,  though  greater  numbers  than  ever 
were  deftroyed,  lb  literary  quarrels  were  conduced  in  a  mode  lefs 
brutal  and  ofFenfive.  No  more  calling  horrible  names,  like  Beza  and 
Tilleman ;  no  more  rancorous  abule  and  bitter  revilings,  like  Milton 
and  Salmafius ;  no  more  horfe  play  and  grofs  raillery,  like  Dryden  and 
Settle.  Les  querelles  Utteralres  were  carried  on  by  Pope  and  Addiibn, 
Swift  and  Steele,  with  a  polite  alperity  alone,  or  fometimes  even  with 
a  feigned  affeftion,  not  ill  ridiculed  by  Fielding,  when  he  makes  his 
puppets.  Punch  and  Joan  fay^  after  a  torrent  of  bad  language  beliowed 
on  each  other, 

Since  we  hate  like  people  in  vogue. 

Let  us  no  longer  call  beaft  and  rogue, 

Gentler  titles  let  us  ufe, 

Plague  one  another,  but  not  abufe. 

Pretty  dear!  ah  ma  chere! 

Joy  of  my  life,  and  only  care. 

In  the  mean  time  it  feems  as  if  the  trade  and  valuable  connexions 
made  by  our  good  allies  the  Portugueze  in  Africa,  died  faft  away,  iincc 
their  a<ftivity  in  the  caufe  of  religion  was  relaxed.  The  lift  of  kings 
in  Congo  and  Angola  baptized  by  Chriftian  names,  ends,  I  think,  with 
the  feventeenth  century :  and  the  refiftance  made  againft  converfion  by 
the  beautiful  Black  Princeis  Zingha,  is,  for  ought  I  know,  the  laft 
anecdote  that  can  attraft  attention,  before  the  general  relapfe  of  thefc 
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countries  into  a  ftatc  of  barbarifm,  broken  but  by  fome  Mahometan 
fettlers  in  HoufTa  or  Tombu6loo,  places  now  nearly  inaccefliblc  to 
modem  enquirers.  Upon  the  model  of  this  Princefs  Zingha,  Mr. 
Congrcve  perhaps  formed  his  Moorilh  queen  Zara*s  charadler,  favouritfc 
of  our  theatres,  when  repreiented  by  incopiparable  Siddons.  The  poet 
has,  however,  altered  the  circumftances,  and  changed  the  motive. 
Zingha's  ambition  was  to  reign  over  her  father's  fubjefts ;  but  in  bis 
latter  days  European  eloquence  prevailed,  and  perfuaded  him  to  leave 
young  Giagha,  his  brother's  fon,  heir  to  the  fcather'd  crown.  From 
this  boy,  aged  but  ten  years,  and  baptized  a  Chriftian,  Zingha  refolved 
to  wreft  the  fupreme  authority :  fet  by  her  intrigues  the  Dutch  againft 
his  partizans  from  Portugal :  "  And  now,"  faid  Ihc,  "  my  brave  com- 
'*  panions,  while  thefe  mad  fellows  cut  each  other's  throats,  let  us  unite 
^*  in  defence  of  our  country  and  our  fet  tcheSf^ — the  objefts  of  their  wor- 
ihip.  High  (pirited  as  handfbme,  fuch  a  leader  called  round  her  fbon  a 
numerous  band'of  blacks,  prepared  to  die  in  her  defence ;  but  a  white 
man  was  ftill,  and  had  been  long,  her  private  friend.  This  Spaniih 
officer,  laved  by  her  care  from  lliipwreck  once,  and  tcmpcft,  when  all 
the  crew  but  him  periflied  on  her  coaft ;  had  held  for  four  long  years  the 
poll  of  favourite,  in  vain  foliciting  return  to  Europe.  Her  fondne& 
for  his  perfon  however,  and  apparent  concern  for  his  happinefs,  gave 
him  a  hope  her  (avage  heart  was  melted  into  a  true  and  lafting  kind- 
ncfs ;  and  when  flie  hung  her  gaudy  chains  about  his  neck,  he  thought 
ibme  reafon  might  be  formed  to  fancy  that  Jke  might  be  the  perfon 
led  by  him.  His  linging  feguedillas  charmed  her  ear,  and  he  ilippo^d 
that  (he  might  one  day  be  induced  to  think,  that  "  truths  dhine  came 
'*  mended  from^  that  tongwr  But  foon  as  Ihe  perceived  he  meant  to  turn 
her  thoughts  from  love  of  empire  to  retirement,  while  he  kept  corref- 
pendence  with  her  foes,  Zingha  condemned  him  to  immediate  death  ; 
and  during  the  affliding  hours  that  followed,  when  fhe,  no  longer 
miftrefs  of  herfelf,  had  even  forgotten  the  watch-word  to  her  guards, 
ibme  Portugeuzc  furroundcd  and  confined  her,  promifmg  her  life,  and 
Vol.  I.  3  B  even 
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even  royalty,  if  flic  would  but  confirm  in  the  fucccffion  her  little 
Chriftian  couiin,  they  called  John.  But  even  thefe  propofitions  fb« 
rcfufed,  and  flying  unmolefl:ed  to  her  native  woods,  ended  her  days  in 
folitude  and  forrovv.  The  Spaniard  ha\ing  efcaped  her  fury,  told  the 
talc,  and  there  arc  novels  written  on  the  fl:ory^ 

Succeeding  fovereigns  being  Icfs  engaged  in  propagating  Chrifl:ian 
faith  among  the  Africans,  than  in  fixing  the  bounds  of  European 
power,  left  Congo  and  Angola  to  be  trodden  occafionally  by  Malio- 
metan  merchants,  and  fometimes  b)  Arabian  flieiks  perhaps ;  whilft 
that  Don  Pedro,  who  married  his  brother's  betrothed  wife,  confining  the 
firfl:  hufl^and  on  the  Azore  Ifles,  left  after  a  long  reign.  King  John  the 
fifth  his  fon  and  fucceflbr ;  who  fate  till  1  750  on  a  throne  ever  in  clo/c 
alliance  with  England,  and  ftudious  but  of  two  things  as  it  appears; 
to  keep  the  crown  in  their  Braganza  houfe  by  any  meafures  and  by  anj 
marriages ;  and  to  fecurc  ftrift  friendlhip  with  Great  Britain,  fliould 
that  crown  ever  be  endangered  falling  into  the  hands  of  Spain,  theic 
haughty  neighbour. 

We  are  to  recoiled;  indeed,  that  JcAn  the  fifth  was  not  by  ttuH' 
princefs,  who  bad  been  married  to  Alphonfo  ;  of  her  fcarce  juftifiabic 
nuptials  with  her  hufband's  brother  Don  Pedro,  one  daughter  only  was 
the  otifspring,  and  flie,  I  think,  died,  leaving  no  family — king  John  the 
fifth  was  by  a  fecond  bed. 

Lord  Peterborough's  conduft  through  queen  Anne's  wars  had  given 
thefe  nations  frefli  reafon  to  refpcft  our  alHance,  when  he  performed 
among  them  even  prodigies  of  valour;  afts  of  prowefs  worthy  the  days  of 
chivalry  indeed  !  Storming  towns,  refcuing  ladies,  Madame  de  PopoU  in 
particular,  from  the  mofl:  fliocking  indignities^on  vvhich  flie  exclainicd, 
''  I'm  faved  by  a  herctick!  I'm  faved  by  a  heretick!"  and  fending  quickly 
for  her  confeflbr,  befought  of  him  pcrmiflion  to  pray  for  that  Englifli 
mv  lord.  ''  For  his  converfion,  Madam — ^but  no  more/'  returned 
the  language  of  bigotry  on  the  inftant,  ^'heis  not  in  a  Jiate  of  gracty 
**  you  know."  He  was  in  a  ftatc  of  exultation  however,  on  his  return  ; 

but 
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but  when  th?y  huzzaed  under  his  windows  at  fomc  inn  where  he  dined 
<>ne  day,  BriftoJ  I  beUeve,  a  ringleader  of  the  popidacc  cried  out, 
*^  Long  live  the  Duke  of  Marlborough!"  thinking  'twas  he.  ''  Give 
*^  me'l^ave,"  i^id Lord  Peter|?orough  fhafteningto  the  balcony )  ''  give 
^  me  le^ve,  gpqd  friends,  tQ.re<Sify  your  miftakc,  vlxxA  prove  to  you  that 
**  I  am  net  the  Dwke  of  Marl  borough.  Firfl:,  you  fee,  I  have  but  eight 
^  or  ten  guineas  in  my  pockets  (turning  them)  and  fecondly,  you  fee 
"  thofe  few  are  at  your  fcrvice ;"  throwing  them  among  the  mob,  and 
theft  fittyig  quietly  down  to  his  dinner.  Of  war  and  fighting  however 
the  world  at  length  was  weary;  antj  George  the  firft,  wbofc  love  for  peace 
was  well  kno\\ii  not  to  proceed  from  unwillingnefs  to  take  the  field, 
died  not  till  he  had  prevented,  by  judicious  treaties,  all  appearance  of 
fpture  quarrels  with  the  king  of  Spain..  On  his  dcmife  his  Ion  came 
tQ  the  throne,  with  fome  advantages  over  his  predeceflbr;  fomc  more 
knowledge  of  our  language,  and  fome  alTiflance  from  the  adive  fricnd- 
fliip  of  a  highly  accomplifhed  confort,  who  fet  hcrfelf  feduloufly  to 
comprehend  the  duty  and  true  iatereft  of  his  fituation  and  her  own. 
The  Tory  party  however  took  pa'ms  and  pleafure  in  decrying  all  that 
ihe  faid  or  did,  fufpe6led  artfu^nefs  in  her  condefcenfion,  and  refufcd 
praife  to  her  frugality,  under  pretence  that  it  was  dl<9:ated  by  avarice. 
The  women  fneered  at  her  majefty's  turn  for  ftudy,  they  were  learning 
to  be  clever  without  ftudy.  Swift,  Addifon,  and  Steele  had  required 
that  ladies  fliould  fpell  corredly  and  write  elegantly,  although  a  gram- 
matical  education  was  hooted  at;  and  to  obtain  the  rudiments  of 
fcience  was  going  out  of  fafliion  even  for  boys,  fmce  playing  them 
into  languages  had  been  recommended  by  Mr.  Locke.  A  child  who 
converfcd  fluently  in  feyen  different  tongues  at  feveri  years  old,  was 
produced  before  the  publick,  and  called  the  hcptaglog :  his  matter's 
method  of  inftru6lion  was  printed,  and  the  fliacklcs  oi  rule  were  to  be 
broken,  as  well  in  education  as  in  government.  The  fucceCs  was  tlie 
fame  in  both  ;  no  boy  of  Bufby's  teaching  ever  fo  fulFered  in  his  future 
health  .by  early  Ibady,  as  did  the  haplefs  heptaglog.  No  rebellion  againit 

•3  B  2  Tudjrs 
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Tudors  or  Plantagencts  had  ever  brought  fo  keen  a  fmart  on  its  abettors^ 
as  that  of  1715.  New  notions,  new  opinions,  new  manners,  poured 
in  apace.  A  mind  of  magnitude  above  its  fellows  rofe  from  the 
coarfcr  ranks  of  humanity,  and  faid  the  age  of  reafon  was  at  hand, 
w  hen  fchools  and  univerfitics  Ihould  grow  aftiaitied  of  clafficks  and 
fuch  trumpery.  But  though  an  acute  furveyor  of  things  prcfent,  he 
little  dreamed  how  his  prediAion  was  to  be  accomplifhed  :  he  meant 
to  lift  that  reafon  he  revered>  under  the  banners  of  religion  certainly  ; 
and  hoped  fhe  would  prove  a  powerful  auxiliary  in  virtue's  fading 
caufc.  But  virtue  fled  wherever  Walpole  followed,  who  openly  de- 
nied her  ferious  exiftence ;  although  his  near  friends  faid,  and  knew, 
that  he  Kimfelf  poflcfled  fbmc  admirable  qualities,  added  to  unremitted 

* 

chcarfulnefs,  animating  a  vein  of  pleafantry  with  that  good  humour 
which  can  alone  difarm  the  harfheft  cenfures.  His  care,  however, 
fecms  ever  to  have  been  beftowed  on  low  and  petty  objcds ;  bringing 
fuch  members  into  parliament  as  would  moft  readily  concur  in  his 
fcheme  of  corrupting  the  reft  ;  nor  was  much  oppofition  to  be  dread- 
ed from  men  who  would  willingly  enough,  1  truft,  have  voted  away 
thofc  millions  they  were  fo  liberally  invited  to  ihare.  I  know  not 
however  that  much  was,  after  all  their  clatter,  voted  away  amifs ;  and 
I  rather  believe  not.  It  was  the  ftiamclefs  avowal  of  a  vicious  lyftem, 
that  Ihocked  mankind  more  than  the  vice  itfelf  ftained  any  individual ; 
for  if  Sir  Robert  did  aAuaJly  refufe  a  bribe  of  Oo,oool.  to  do  what  he 
thought  wrong ;  and  if  he  fteadily  refolved  on  relignation  of  an  office 
he  delighted  in,  rather  than  enforce  payment  of  taxes  by  the  fword, 
becaufe  he  confidered  fuch  feverity  unjuftifiable ;  he  was  himfelf  nei- 
ther very  corrupt  nor  wholly  unprincipled:  his  honour ^  fo  far  as 
thefe  fads  are  true,  remains  untainted ;  and  his  profeflcd  cnemy^ 
Dr.  Johnfon,  faid  of  him  (in  the  year  1780),  **  That  he  had 
**  been  a  ufeful  friend  to  England,  and  would  have  kept  the  na- 
'*  tion  in  conftant  tranquillity,  if  they  (the  Tories)  would  have  let 
*'  him  reft.'*     'Tb  told  too,  that  by  one  aft  of  parliament  albne  he 

took 
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took  off  no  fewer  than  one  hundred  petty  duties.  This  condu<^  was 
certainly  meritorious ;  but  the  Tory  party's  ill  humour  towards  the 
reigning  family,  had  in  the  days  under  reviewal  quite  deftroyed  their 
ufualjealouiy  for  regal  power;  and  while  they  taught  the  people  to  be- 
lieve our  king  ient  all  their  guineas  off  to  Hanover,  were  not  aware  that 
they  too  helped  on  the  democratick  fpirit,  once  defpifed ;  by  confenting 
to  an  almofl  daily  limitation  of  the  crown's  old  prerogatives, 

Walpole,  meanwhile,  who  as  a  true  Whig  hated  to  fee  that  fway 
which  mufi  he  Jbntev/hcre,  fcated  on  a  throne,  felt  as  a  good  minillcr, 
that  his  fovereign  mufi  have  money  to  beftow ;  and  all  that  he  pur- 
chaied  by  this  paltry  barter  of  durable  importance  for  mere  current 
cafli,  ieems,  upon  Re/ro/pe£f,  to  have  been  little  more  than  queftions 
carried  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  how  many  troops  fhould  be  kept  up 
in  time  of  peace,  and  how  the  debt  incurred  by  Queen  Anne's  wars 
ihould  be  beft  paid. 

A  love  of  peace  is  a  pleafing  feature  in  every  chara<fler,  particularly 
that  of  a  ftatefman.  Fleury  and  Walpole  were  indeed  fb  deeply  inte- 
rciled  in  its  k)ng  continuance,  that  theur  contemporaries  gave  the  pi 
little  credit  for  the  virtue ;  accufmg  them  rather  of  facrificing  national 
honour  to  their  own  fecurity,  as  Marlborough  had  in  his  day  been  ac- 
cufed  of  protra<5ling  an  expeniive  and  deftruftivc  quarrel,  becaufe  to 
him  produftive  of  emolument.  Thefe  accufations  were  all  partly  trug ; 
and  the  accufet?  were  ipurred  on  in  both  cafes  by  motives  no  Icfs  mean 
or  mercenary,  than  thofe  were  of  the  men  who  bore  the  charge. 
When  we  (hall  fee  a  perfeft  patriot  flame,  rich  in  itfelf,  like  elemental 
fire,  whofe  purenefs  needs  no  aliment  at  all,  Herfchel  will  tell  us  thofe 
are  luns,  not  planets,  fatellites  ftill  lefs ;  'tis  out  of  nature :  Alfred  and 
great  Aurelius  have  perhaps  nearly  approached  that  brightnefs  of  pcr- 
feftion ;  but  we  remember  they  were  kings,  notjubfiitutes. 

Meanwhile,  though  our  court  gave  no  ill  example,  a  general  relaxa- 
tion of  morals  was  obferved,  whilft  all  appearance  of  ecclefiaftical  go- 
vernment faded  gradually  away.     The  convocations  met  no  more ; 

bifliops 
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biftiops  gave  their  \otes  quietly,  and  little  thought  was  beftowcd  upon 
that  good  old  church  which  Was  now  both  fapped  and  battered.  Vol- 
taire openly  threatened  the  exiftence  of  Chriftianity  about  the  year  1 730, 
and  had^bcen  heard  to  fay  aloud,  that  **  It  Ihould  foon  be  feen,  if  what 
''  twelve  poor  illiterate  fiihermen  had  eftabliflicd,  a  ftill  lels  number  of 
^*  literary  affociatcs  (illuminail)  could  not  dcftroy.*^  Much  of  his  ar- 
gument indeed,  and  more  of  his  wit,  fcem  the  mere  fulphurous  flow- 
ers caught  with  care,  after  the  corrofive  verdigris  of  Macchiavelli's 
work  funk  to  the  bottom  :  but  'twas  not  wit  nor  argument  which  hurt 
us ;  it  was  the  unbroken  though  invifiblc,  yet  perpetually  repeated  ef- 
forts of  an  unwearied  pertinacious  enemy,  attacking  in  unfufpeftcd 
fliapcs,  and  operating  in  every  pofliblc  way  againft  the  once  dear  and 
venerated  fabrick,  all  but  the  immoveable  and  heaven-fixed  comcr- 
ftone  of  which  fecmed  tK)w,  to  thinking  men,  in  real  danger  ; 

And  when  religion  veils  her  facred  fires. 
All  unobferv'd  morality  expires — 

as  truly  fung  the  poet  of  the  times.  Enormous  profligacy  of  the  com- 
mon people  was  therefore  fecn  to  mark  this  period,  while  the  ftrange 
chara  Aers  of  Ward,  and  Waters,  and  Chartres,*  Ihew  fuch  a  fcom  of 
goodnefs,  luch  depravity  among  the  common  circles  of  the  town,  as 
were  unmatched  till  Mandevillc  ftept  forth,  and  told  us,  "  That  the 
"  publick  benefit  was  bed  promoted  by  vice  of  individuals,  and  that 
**  the  flate  had  no  fuch  uicful  members  in  it  as  tbcfe  mad  candidates 
**  for  quick  damnation."  In  oppofition  to-.fuch  daring  impiety  and 
^crverfion  of  incomparable  talents,  not  a  few  fools  read  my  Lord 
Shaftefbury's  CharaAerifticks  as  a  devout  excrcife  for  Sunday  evenings, 
all  about  voluntary  uncommanded  virtue,  as  an  old  alderman  of  Lon- 
don once  laid  lo  me  that  it  was ;  and  how,  when  he  was  'prentice,  he 

*  If  Hart  publjlhcd  his  Herodian  before  the  epitapli  on  Chartres  was  printed  in 
Pope's  works,  it  takes  fome  merit  fronn  its  oiiginaiity,  bccaufc  he  ufts  the  fame  op- 
polition  in  his  charafter  of  Nero,  or  very  nearly. 
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read  it  in  turns  with  Tlllotfon.  The  poetry  or  fentimcnt  u  Ivich  It  con- 
tains, I  truft,  cfcaped  the  future  magiftrate,  although  perfectly  confb- 
»ant  to  the  moment  in  which  this  Retrojpc^  is  taken  ; .  when  we  hear 
fuch  apoftrophc  as  the  following  every  day  ; 

Oh  glorious  Nature  ! 
Supremely  fair  and  fovcrcighly  good  ! 
-All  loving  and  all  lovely  I   all  divine  I 
Wife  fubftitute  of  Providence  I  impower'd- 
Crcatrcfs  !  or  impow'ring  deity. 
Supreme  creato4- ! 
Thee  I  invoke,  and  thee  alone  adore. 

The  time  indeed  wasf  rapidly  approaching  in  England,,  that  fuch 
adoration  only  was  likely  to  be  paid  as  every  man  fancied,,  or  thought 
he  fancied  to  be  good ;  and  that  Spain  ihould  not  be  behind  hand  in 
folly,  a  philofophical  Caftilian  courtier  there  told  the  king  one  day,. 
*^  That  he  believed  St.  Lawrence  did  not  fuffer  martyrdom  affifted  by 
^*  God's  grace  at  all,  but  by  mere  Spanifh  valour ^\  This  was  as  cha- 
rafleriilick  oitlieir  country's  change  in  opinions  ilncc  the  day  that  na- 
tion'a  nobles  had  fought  controverfial  duels  in  1080,  when  Sah<ftiu» 
€ommitted  the  caufe  of  Gothick  and  Roman  liturgy  to  two  comba- 
tants, not  doubting  but  God's  grace  and  approbation  too  went  with 
the  victor,  as  fays  Jofeph  de  Hcrreras  in  his  hiftory. 

Whilft  orator  Henley  however  was  penfioned  by  government,  for 
fecret  ferviccs  in  fome  weekly  paper,  and  of  courfe  protected  in  all  he 
Ihould  attempt,  a  fchool  of  difputation  was  fet  up  by  this  fellow,  the 
lirft:  I  read  of,  wha  preached  IcAures  in  the  butcher^row,  where  people 
paid  a  fiiilling  each,  and  boafted,  that  by  his  impious  buffoonery  he 
had  put  the  church  and  all  that  in  imminent  danger^  We  muft  re- 
member that  this-  coarfe  animal,  was  in. holy  orders  ;.  and  Warburton 
iays  that  he  adminiftered  the  facramcnt  in  the  fame  place  where  he 
held  forth  as  a  ledure-rcadcr,  or  L  do  not  undcrftand  the  paflagc 

rightly. 
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rightly.  But  people  found  out  how,  if  church  authority  was  gone, 
and  dignity  difrcgarded  ;  charity  at  leaft,  and  philanthropick  benefi- 
cence, would  much  increafe  among  us,  as  fuperftition  (fb  all  devotion 
now  was  called)  declined.  A  charitable  corporation  had  upon  this 
principle  been  inftituted  fome  years  before,  for  relief  of  the  poor,  by 
lending  them  fmall  fums  upon  fmall  pledges;  but  in  1731  the  pre- 
cious projeft  came  to  a  head  and  burft,  w^hen  the  kind  governors  ran 
off  with  half  a  million  of  pounds  fterling,  ftolcn  from  the  indigent  and 
lazy,  who  were  tempted  to  borrow  upon  bad  fecurity,  and  whom  the 
noble  pawn-brokers  fpared  not  to  plunder  when  once  within  the  net. 
Hogarth  believed  it  was  in  fpirit  of  derifion  that  three  blue  balls,  or 
fometimes  golden  ones,  was  after  this  time  hung  at  the  doors  of  Icffcr 
traders  in  the  Jiime  vile  way.  They  reprefented  gilt  or  painted  bubbles ; 
and  bubble  was  a  word  came  into  ufe  when  our  South  Sea  Ichemc  fol- 
lowed up  that  in  France,  called  Miffifipi.  For  the  full  tide  of  wicked- 
ncfs  and  folly  rolled  not  to  our  (hores  alone :  Socinianifm  became  aU 
moft  the  eftablifhed  faith  in  Germany,  and  even  that  was  every  day 
degenerating  into  Deifm.  Suicide  grew  falhionable  on  the  continent. 
Robeck's  body  was  found  on  the  banks  of  the  Wcfer  in  1 735, 1  think  r 
his  vindication  of  the  felf- murderous  aft  by  modern  philofophy  was 
quickly  printed,  and  difleminated  with  diligence.  Cold-blooded  crimes 
too  were  the  boaft  of  London ;  where  a  book-binder  and  his  wife  rea- 
foned  themfclves  into  killing  each  other  and  their  only  child,  leaving  a 
letter  behind  them,  recommending  their  cat  to  protedion  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood. 

Before  the  year  1750  was  concluded,  MIfs  Blandy  poifoncd  her  fa- 
ther for  oppofmg  her  defired  match  with  Captain  Cranftoun ;  Mifs 
Waring,  or  Warren,  native  of  Britain,  but  refiden^  at  Paris,  being 
perfuaded  by  her  mother  to  marry  Monfieur  Odry,  a  lame  man,  teller 
of  the  exchequer,  againft  her  liking,  called  for  a  boiled  egg  at  the 
w  edding  dinner,  and  putting  in  a  few  grains  of  fublimated  mercury 
with  ;the  fajt,  killed  herfetf  before  her  hufband's  face  and  all  his  friends, 

coolly 
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coolly  obferving,  "  they  would  have  it  fo.''     And  Mr.  Baretti  tells  a 
tale,  nearly  the  fame  date,  of  a  Venetian  lady,  who,  having  been  long 
preffed  to  take  the  veil  againft  her  inclinations,   hanged  herfelf  up  in 
the  convent's  parlatory,  while  her  half  frantick  parents,  incapable  of 
hindering  the  horrid  deed,  were  paying  her  a  vifit,  outfide  of  the  grate. 
Nor  were  theie  fbrrows  fufficient.     Thinking  men  grieved  to  fee  the 
church  of  Rome  molcfted  by  Molinifts,  Quietills,  &c.  rendering  even 
the  beft  efforts  of  its  own  beft  friends  unable  to  defend  it.  Cardinal  de 
Noailles,  and  Pere  le  Tellier,  had  battled  it  during  the  laft  pontificate, 
with  a  violence  which  would  have  been  dangerous  even  in  fafc  times  ; 
the  Cardinal  ftill  protefting  he  could  not  fubmit  to  be  /e  valet  Jes 
Jefuttes :    and   helping  to  inflame  all   France  againft  the  Confeffor, 
whofe  cruelties  and  thofe  of  all  his  houfc  againft  the  Proteftants,  were 
now  even  in  the  opinion  of  Proteftants  thcmfclves,  likely  to  be  vifited 
with  judgments  fufficiently   dreadful,   both  on  his  own  family  and 
that  of  his  mafter.     The  too  long  protracted  quarrel  between  the  pa- 
pal chair  and  Cardinal  de  Noailles,  was  however  made  up  at  laft  on 
his  receiving  the  bull  Unigenitus,  and  Benedidl  the  thirteenth  hafted 
to  receive  and  reftore  the  offender.  On  his  death,  Clement  the  twelfth 
a  Florentine  nobleman,  was  eleded ;  his  firft  care  was  to  punifli  the 
due  de  Cofcia  for  his  exaAions  during  the   retired  life  of  the  pious 
predeceffor  ;  his  next,  but  that  was  far  more  difficult,  was  to  ftop  the 
vile  tongues  of  BenediA's  defamers,  who   in   the  true  profligate  fpirit 
of  the  times,  cried  out,  "  That  'twas  as  well  live  under  a  Tiberius, 
who  left  the  world  to  praiflife  in  a  Iccret  cavern  new  modes  of  wick- 
ednefs,  while  Sejanus  tyrannized  over  the  public  weal ;  as  under  Or- 
.fino,  who  quitted  converfation  with  the  world  only  to  fl^rve.  himfelf 
in  a  remote  corner  of  the  palace,  whence  he  came  forth  but  upon 
days  of  public  devotion  ;  whilft  the  rapacious  fubftitute  k>rdcd  it  over, 
and  grievoufly  oppreffed  the  ftate." 

Clement  found  it  more  eafy  to  obtain  reftitution  from  Cofcia's  fa- 
mily, than  to  filence  thefe  cenfurers  of  all  men  but  themfelves — furc 
Vol.  IL  3  C  frourgs 
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fcourgc  of  an  elcftive  fovercignty  ;  though  with  the  ill-gotten  wealth 
which  he  -obliged  thcfc  firft  offenders  to  refund,  many  large  purchafes 
were  made  of  booTcs  for  the  Vatican  ;.  but  even  that  offended  the  de- 
traftors,  who  arraigned  this  pontiff's  aAivc  virtue  as  fevercly,  as  they 
had  defpifed  unreafonably  the  gentle  manners  and  mortified  charaAer  of 
him  who  went  before :  for  nothing  but  vice  could  plcafc  a  vicious 
nation,  and  Rome  was  once  more  arrived  even  at  the  perfeftion  of 
diflblute  manners.     We  recolleft  good  emperors  in  old  time,  treated 
much  as  the  prefent  century  did  the  good  popes  ;  and  after  the  laft 
of  thefe,  Corfmi,  had  reigned  ten  years,  a  difgraceful  bufUe  and  hot 
contefl  enfued,  who  fhould  enjoy  this  phantom  of  paft  power,  this 
feded  purple,  exadly  as  befell  in  the  firft  volume,  when  Groths  and 
Vandals,  and  ruin  were  at  hand.     It  dropt  however  happily  upon  the 
fhoulders  of  Profpero  Lambertini,  a  prelate  of  immenfc  abilities,  to 
which  a  conciliating  temper,  ready  wit,  and  morals  free  from  re- 
proach, gave  an  additional  value.     To  his  care  we  muft,  in  1/50, 
leave  his  undeferving  fubjeAs ;  and  returning  to  our  own  church,  muft 
lament  to  fee  one  of  its  bulkieft  pillars  pecked  at,  I  guefs  not  why,  by 
Mr.  Law,  as  if  religioners  friends  wanted  frcfh  enemies  to  hinder  and 
obftruft  them  in  her  defence :  nor  did  the  attempt  fail  to  provoke 
fcomful  and  ill-applied  infult  from  Warburton,  who,  if  he  did  indeed 
contemn  his  adverfary,  it  was  from  making  a  ralh  judgment  of  his 
powers. 

Law's  admirable  book,  the  Serious  Call,  dcfcrves  the  higheft  praife ; 
and  had  its  merits  made  but  ortf  impreflSont  much  honour  ought  to 
be  attributed  to  the  fudden  and  almoft  preternatural  cffeft  which  it 
produced  upon  that  Proteus  of  impoflure  Pfalmanazar,  whofe  bkf- 
phemous  extravagancies  difgraced  the  age  we  fpeak  of ;  whofe  fbphif- 
tries  baffled  and  brought  fhame  on  the  profefTors  of  our  faith  in  every 
modification,  every  fcdl ;  and  whofe  rigid  afts  of  exemplary  penitence, 
though  good  for  his  own  foul,  made  but  incompetent  amends  at  laft 
to  an  offended  public.   All  Emrope  fcarce  could  hear  of  his  converlion ; 

all 
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^1  Ekiropc  had  been  ftaggered  by  his  controvcriy :  he  had-  in  many 
places  pcrfonated  a  Pagan  Japanefe  fb  perfeAly  ;  had  difputed  {o  in- 
gcnioufly  with  Jefuits,  Lutherans,  Calvinifts:  had  fought  them  all  lb 
on  their  own  ground,  with  fuch  unmatched  dexterity,  that  when  at 
length  he  was  arrived  in  England,  he  publifhed  boldly  an  oftavo  vo- 
lume, contairi'mg  a  feigi;ied  account  of  his  imagined  country,  the 
ifland  of  Formofa,  making  a  language  of  his  own,  and  telling  how 
*twas  ipoken  in  thofe  parts.  In  fine,  carrying  the  jeft  on  fo  far  as 
gravely  to  dedicate  this  impious  forgery  to  Henry  lord  bilhop  of  Lon- 
don ;  and  a  privy  counfellor  to  good  Queen  Anne,  if  I  remember 
rightly.  Pfalmanazar  fays,  that  this  prelate  fcarcely  underftood  Latin 
as  be  prtmoj^nced  it :  and  t;hough  Dr.  Mead  believed  he  w^as  a  cheat ; 
neither  he,  nqr  Halley,  nor  Woodward  could  dcteft  him.  Innes  the 
clergyman,  who  baptized  him  as  a  new  convert  to  Chriftianity,  and 
•who  meant  to  make  advantage  of  him  in  fome  way,  never  dared  give 
9,  hint  of  his  fufpiciqns,  ejccepting  that  when  once  he  caught  him 
trafiilAting  Cicero  into  Formoian,  two  different  ways  ;  he  looked 
^ound«  and  iaid,  ^'  Sir,  you  were  unprepared,  I  fancy,  were  you 
*^  not  ?'*  They  parted  after  this  ;  Innes  died  foon ;  and  Pfalmanazar, 
mapy  y^ars  after,  ilruck  by  Law's  ferious  Call,  did  of  his  own  accord 
confcis  his  curious,  though  abominable  contrivances,  avowing  how  it 
veas  his  practice  to  take  opium,  and  counterfeit  ill  health,  gout,  and 
fwelled  legs,  for  counterfeiting*s  fake,  as  it  appears  to  me,  who  can 
find  out  no  end  anfwered  by  that.  His  impious  adoration  of  the  fun 
was  dreadful ;  but  he  atoned  for  many  vile  offences,  by  having  before 
4^ath  acki\owledged,  and  repented  of  them  all,  leading  a  long  life  of 
<xemplary  piety  a^d  great  dili^nce,  and  at  lafl  ending  his  various 
4^y  ip  the  coiQinunion  of  our  Anglican  church,  profcffing  his  prefer- 
ence pf  it  to  any,  ^nd  to  every  other,  as  he  told  Dr.  Johnfbn  on  his 
^oath^bod,,  thQiigh  oonfcious  th^re  mufl  be  defeats  in  all.  No  en- 
treaties could  however  prevail  on  him  to  reveal  his  real  name,  nation, 
4>r  family.   Mr.  Villette  believed  be  was  aGafcon,  though  Frenchmen 
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have  rarely  fuch  flexibility  of  organs  as  to  render,  Hkc  this  man,  every 
tongue  his  own. 

But  the  death  of  Charles  the  fixth,  emperor  of  Germany,  recalled 
attention  from  individul  knaveries,  towards  the  infolent  ones,  then  fet 
on  foot  by  whole  nations  at  once.  Henry  was  dead,  and  Tcncin*  ruled 
at  Paris :  when  fpite  of  the  pragmatic  fandion,  by  which  it  was  lup- 
pofed  that  the  deceafcd's  dominions  had  been  fecured  to  his  beautiful 
and  deferving  daughter  Maria  Therefa  ;  and  fj^itc  ot  that  paffion  with 
which  Frederick  of  Pruflia  fays,  "  all  Europe  v  as  infpired  towards  the 
houfe  of  Auftria  and  its  interefts  ;"  the  re  Itlefs  cabinet  of  Verfailles 
found  means  to  induce  the  elector  of  Bavaria  to  ftand  forth  and 
contend  againft  the  fcarce-difputed  rif^ht  of  Charleses  only  child,  who 
faw  Sileita  torn  from  her  by  one  adventurous  neighbour ;  Bohemia 
threatened  by  another ;  and  (he  herfelf  an  objeft  of  compaflionating 
tendemefs,  not  knowing  where  fhc  could  lie  in  with  fafety.  The 
ladies  in  England  talked  of  fubfcribing  their  jewels  to  aflift  her,  and 
our  king  George  the  iccond,  taking  the  field  in  perfon,  won  the  battle 
of  Dettingen,  where  his  afts  of  perfonal  prowefs  endeared  him  to  his 
valiant  fubje<Ss,  who  love  courageous  conduA  in  their  fovcreign ;  and 
though  fbme  iullen  wife  ones  here  at  home  found  out  that  we  were 
fighting  abroad  only  for  our  own  honour  and  the  profit  of  others,  (a 
matter  not  difficult  to  difcem)  Great  Britain  and  her  gallant  mo* 
narch  loved  one  another  better  from  that  day.  As  to  internal  politicks 
in  this  country,  Tories  had  long  perfifted  in  protefting,  perhaps  in  be* 
lieving,  that  every  foul  fm  committed  through  the  nation,  ought  to  be 
charged  upon  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  till  a  fort  of  general  alarm  was,  by 
their  repeated  efforts,  at  length  excited,  and  thofe  who  panted  for  the 
pofts  of  this  long- reviled  minifter,  perceived  the  iniquity  of  his  retaining 
thofe  pofts  any  longer :  while  the  Whigs  meanly  flirunk  from  lupport 
of  the  man,  who  never,  during  his  continued  adminiftration,  had  been 

*  Tencin*s  baftard  fon  was  d'Jlmbert. 

known 
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known  to  defert  the  caufc  of  one  private  friend.  After  having  clung 
to  the  maft,  however,  (if  Onflow's  teflimony,  prcfervcd  by  Coxe,  be 
true)  when  he  could  no  longer  guide  the  helm,  he  dropt :  and  the  king 
did  7iot  forfake  the  fcrvant  whom  he  had  rcafon  to  think  faithful  in 
what  concerned  his  maftcr's  purfc  and  perfon.  'Twas  left  for  the 
fubfequent  rebellion  to  rivet  more  clofely  the  now  daily  growing  union 
between  our. people  and  the  reigning  houfe.  When  Tencin,  tur- 
bulent and  bold,  excited  an  ill-planned  project  of  dcfcent  on  Scotland, 
headed  by  the  grandfon  of  James  the  fecond,  in  quality  of  prince 
regent;  that  youth  cxpeded  much  afliftance  from  Tory  families 
remote  from  London,  and  bent  his  courfe  tow^ards  Wales.  No  en* 
couragement,  however,  being  received  there,  and  the  old  feudal  chief- 
tains from  the  north  difliking  further  progrefs  through  our  ifland, 
forced  their  fubmiffivc  leader  back  again,  and  freed  the  capital  from 
thofc  commercial  terrors,  which  lefs  intimidated  than  amufed  its  king, 
round  whofe  royal  ftandard  every  rank,  every  defcription  of  men  rallied, 
confiding  in  his  beft  protection  who  fet  himfelf  ferloufly  to  arm  for 
their  defence,  fending,  in  the  mean  time,  for  his  fon  duke  William, 
who,  leading  his  veterans  on,  quickly  by  the  decifive  battle  of  CuUoden, 
relieved  the  terrified  metropolis ;  and  after  that  day  we  heard  no  more 
of  the  pretender  coming  with  his  hungry  troops  to  put  our  property 
in  danger,  armed  with  a  msjjtve  weapon  called  dirk  :  for  the  dear  Lron- 
doners  in  thofe  days,  really  did  feem  more  ignorant  concerning  the 
manners  of  a  Highland  laird,  than  they  are  now  about  the  government 
of  Mamelukes  and  Beys.  Failure  of  this  foolilh  adventure  too,  in 
perfon  of  a  prince  who  knew  not  either  how  to  make  his  arms  re^ 
fpefted,  or  his  misfortunes  pitied,  put  an  end  to  what  was  left  of 
jacobitifm  among  us,  and  the  whole  nation  joined  the  grateful  chorus 
God  Jove  great  George  our  King  J  Notes  had  been  taken  in  payment 
by  the  merchants  who  fubfcribed  for  his  and  their  own  fupport,  upon 
the  Bank  of  England,-,  and  loyalty,  the  firft  of  national  virtues,  found 

its 
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its  reward  in  wealth  and  fame  and  national  rcfpeftability.  Nor  did  the 
fire- works,  played  off  in  honour  of  a  general  peace,  ligned  at  Aix  la 
Chapelle,  pleafe  the  people  better  than  did  the  fovereign's  obferva- 
tion  and  reproof  of  that  fupinenefs  among  our  clergy,  which  was 
fuppofed  to  have  fuffcred  many  weeds  to  grow  both  in  religion  and 
morality. 

I  well  remember  when  the  ardent,  though  irregular,  exhortations  of 
Mr.  George  Whitfield  roufed  the  metropolis  from  its  ftupor,  that  fome 
application  was  made  to  his  majcfty  iox  Jilenctng  him,  as  they  faid ;  his 
reply  was  echoed  about  immediately.  "  Shall  I  (cried  the  king)  maht 
*\hlm  a  hijhop  .''*  Much  mifchief  had  indeed  been  fuffered  fince  it  had 
grown  the  fafhion  to  forbear  all  mention  of  our  Saviour's,  paffion  firom 
the  pulpit,  except  upon  Good-Friday,  and  even  that  day  was  ftridly 
commanded  to  be  obferved,  or  elfc  might  poffibly  have  bcai  forgotten. 
While  the  young  preachers  entertained  tbcir  congregations  with  one 
trltical  eiTay  or  another,  and 

To  reft  the  cufhion  and  foft  dean  invite. 
Who  never  mentions  hell  to  ears  polite. 

Do<Sk)r  Doddridge  indeed  publiflied  a  traft  capable  of  ftimulattng  the 
moft  enervate  Chriftian,  and  drawing  attention  from  the  moft  ibrdid 
worldling,  called  the  life  and  converfion  of  Colonel  Gardiner,  who  was 
killed  at  Prcfton  Pans :  but  I  know  not  whether  it  had  much  effeft.  To 
the  pious  and  elegant  James  Hervey,  recftor  of  Wefton  Favell,  the 
church  owes,  I  think,  more  folid  obligations.  His  works  were  uni- 
verfally  read,  and  more  meritorious  than  thcfe,  as  feated  nearer  to 
London,  grand  vortex  of  iniquity — ^The  reftor  ofWelwyn,the  chaplain 
of  the  court,  whofe  fpirited  reproof  of  Monf.  de  Voltaire,  and  fteady  op- 
pofition  to  him  in  a  mixed  company,  when  he  was  on  tht  Ant i-^chrifiian 
miflion  liere  in  England,  tells  more  to  the  honour  of  his  AbdiMlkc 
opponent,  than  even  thofe  fublime  and  welUknown  efFufions  which 

genius 
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genius  w/7/  throw  ofF  fometimcs,  when  heated  by  devotion  s  flame  in 
night  and  folitude :  although 

Afide  their  harps  ev'n  feraphs  flung 

To  hear  thy  fweet  compla'mts— Oh  Young  I 

It  is  indeed  the  concentrated  fire  of  the  laboratory  which,  as  we  know, 
produces  what  is  mofl  valuable  in  medicines  for  the  mind:  yet  will 
not  the  loyal  bonfire,  blazing  in  open  air,  and  fparkling  in  defiance  of 
cold  blafling  winds,  be  fcomed  at  length  by  heaven's  eternal  King. 
Fuller  fays  prettily  that  as  Ahab  was  wounded  between  the  joints  of 
his  armour,  fo  has  the  Anglican  church  been  flruck  between  epifcopacy 
once  put  off;  and  calvinifm,  never  fitting  us,  ill  buckled  on.  But  our 
religion  found  an  unexpefted  and  un/?^e<fted  patron  too  in  Richard- 
fbn ;  who  makes  fiAion  the  favoured  conduit  of  truth,  and  brings  the 
ftream  of  piety  unfullied  from  its  pure  and  far-diflant  fountain  to  the 

capital,  as  Addifbn  fays  fweetly  of  the  Roman  aquedufts, 

• 
While  rivei's  there  forlake  the  fields  below, 
And,  wond'ritig  at  their place^  in  airy  channels  flow. 

Mufick  likewife,  which  about  the  end  of  the  1 0th  century  had  in 
Italy  fiifFered  herfelf  to  be  feduced  fo  far  as  not  to  refufe  aflSftance  to 
the  drama,  although  her  chief  employment  was  the  church  ;  fb  that 

Le  matin  CathoHque  et  le  fotr  Idolatre, 
Elle  dina  de  Taulel,  et  foupa  du  theatre. 

came  to  us  in  her  theatrick  drefs  about  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  and  before  the  portion  of  time  now  under  revifal,  from  172^5 
to  1750,  was  grown  an  eflablifhed  favourite  among  the  great  and  gay ; 
while  thole  who  had  Icfs  money  or  lefs  tafte  exclaimed,  and  charged 
much  of  our  acknowledged  ill  conduft  in  upper  life  to  the  enervating 
fweetnefs  of  Soprano  fingers,  then  firfl  heard  among  us,  and  the  loofe 
flylc  of  that  mufical  tragedy  known  by  the  name  of  an  Italian  opera. 

Nicolini 
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Nicolini  di  Napoli  fecms  to  have  been  well  apprized  of  the  danger,  by 
his  folicitude  to  engage  friends  among  the  popular  writers  of  the  day  : 
and  as  he  was  the  firft  to  venture  over  in  chara<fter  oi prtmo  ferio ^  fo  he 
appears  to  have  taken  many  precautions  for  pacifying  the  rough  inha- 
bitants he  was  to  encounter ;  learning  our  language,  linging  Englifh 
fongs,  and  affedling  admiration  of  the  Spedators,  Tatlers,  &c.  He 
introduced  a  fucceflbr,  Valentini  I  think,  and  retired ;  but  did  not 
cfcape  at  laft  without  the  famous  lines, 

Begone  !  our  nation's  pleafure  and  reproach, 
Britaih  no  more  with  idle  trills  debauch  : 
Back  to  thy  own  unmanly  Venice  fail,  &c. 

which  he  ufcd  to  divert  his  friends  at  home  by  repeating  in  an  odd 
mock-heroick  ftrain,  particularly  the  third  line,  which,  as  he  was  a 
native  of  Naples y  feemed  a  better  jeft  to  him  than  to  us.  Meanwhile, 
the  fancy  for  this  new  mode  of  amufement  being  once  fixed,  no  ex- 
hortations could  prevail  on  people  to  difmifs  it,  no  ridicule  could  drive 
it  out  of  fafliion.  Farinclli's  arrival  and  performance  threw  London 
into  con\ailfions  of  delight,  which  appeared  quite  contagious  ;  and  fe- 
vcral  grave  refidents  in  counties  then  deemed  remote^  fent  haftily  for 
their  attornies,  made  their  laft  wills,  and  refolutely  waded  from  Lewes 
in  Suflcx,  or  Creek  in  Northamptonfhire,  through  roads  nearly  im- 
paiTablc,  hoping  at  the  wcek*s  conclufion  of  peril  and  diftrcfs,  to  find 
their  bright  reward  in  a  crowded  opera.  To  ftop  this  tide  of  infec- 
tious phrenzy,  blown  forward  by  affc<5lation,  Mr.  Gay  undertook  to 
-execute  Swift's  proje<5l  of  a  A"<?Tt;^£7/t?paftoral :  but  if  tafte  for  Italiaa 
reprcfentation  fbftened  the  minds  of  an  audience  into  a  fort  of  volup- 
tuous tendernefs,  not  likely  to  do  much  real  harm  in  latitude  52,  the 
remedy  was  worfe  than  the  difcafe  by  far;  as  Icfs  difficulty  would  be 
found  in  hardening  our  native  coarfenefs  to  brutality. 

This  democratick  plan  of  calling  the  low  Londoners  round  to  ap- 
plaud  a   remorfclefs  highwayman's   laft  fuppofcd  moments,  was  fo 

infblent 
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iaiblent  an  attack  upon  morality  and  virtue,  while  it  pretended  only  to 
correft  empty  foiblics,  that  the  king  was  prevailed  on  to  fupprefs  its  fc- 
^ond  part,  having  already  icen  fufficient  evil  arife  from  the  firll.  Mu- 
fick  alone  could  cure  the  ills  (he  cauied.  George  Frederick  Handel 
having  had  a  quarrel  with  thofe  who  joined  him  to  divert  the  publick, 
and  a  long  illneis  following  from  vexation,  received  a  (bmewhat  like 
miraculous  cure  from  the  waters  of  Aix-la-Chapelle.  Diipofed  to  ex- 
prefs  his  thankfulnefs  and  gratitude,  inftinftive  piety  fent  him  to  the 
organ  of  the  great  church  there  belonging  to  reclufes,  who  liftening, 
ibon  b^an  to  think  his  composition  wonderful  as  his  cure. 

From  that  day,  dedicat'mg  thofe  amazing  talents  to  devotion,  which 
had  till  then  yielded  to  fbfter  claims ;  in  the  courfe  of  a  year  his  ora- 
torio called  MeJJiah  was  performed  in  Dublin,  for  benefit  of  the  city 
priibn.  E^qgland  ibon  fighed  to  hear  and  join  in  the  unparalleled 
chorus  Halklujah :  but  its  charitable  author,  prefenting  to  the  Found- 
ling Hofpital  the  fums  it  firft  brought  in,  united  the  well-wedded  vir- 
tues of  fublime  ptaiie  to  God,  and  charity  towards  his  harmlefs  crea- 
tures, in  con&cration  of  our  pureft  pleafures,  to  the  fupport  of  infant 
innocence. 

'Twas  thus  that  the  feduccmcnts  to  luxurious  eryoyment  firft  ten- 
dered to  us  by  Hortcniia  de  Mazarin,  niece  to  the  cardinal,  under  the 
dtfcxMrdant  drefs  of  muilcal  tragedy,  began  to  lofe  their  cSeA ;  and  the 
fweet  xxKlodies  of  opera  airs  were  half  forgotten,  in  the  full  harmony 
and  fwelling  pomp  of  reibunding  excellence* 

But  painting  lent  her  )ielp  too  ;  when  Hogarth  taught  induftry  to 
the  poor,  and  ridiculed  prodigality  in  the  rich,  by  a  method  untried  (ill 
his  day,,  unrivalled  till  day  ends.  From  his  prints,  far  furer  than  any 
HetraJpeSf  may  pofterity  learn  Xhtjhadi^g  of  thofe  manners,  which  %ve 
can  catch  only  in  Angle  ^nd  decided  mafifes  of  colour ;  io  much  neater 
as  the  pencil  for  fuch  purpofe  than  the  pen. 
.  Nor  did  the  ftage  forbear  to  lend  aifiilance.  Too  long  had  that 
Vol,  II.  3D  place 
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place  been  the  fink  of  iin ;  and  fuch  profancnefs  had  been  added  to 
obfcenity  by  Drydcn,  Congreve,  and  their  imitators ;  that  Collier^ 
Law,  and  others  of  lefs  genius,  had  tried  in  vain  at  reformation,  while 
fcom  purfued  their  precepts,  and  the  example  even  of  fober  people 
nin  dire£lly  counter  to  them.  Taught  by  his  greater  friend  the  im- 
mortal Rambler,  David   Garrick  began,  as  it  appears^  ferioufly  ta 

think. 

How  glorious  *^twetc  to  raife 

A  theatre  to  virtue' s^  praife. 

Even  then,  when  cuftom  had  wiped  off  the  blufh  from  nature's 
cheeky  and  vice  was  naturalized  by  the  name  of  fafliion;  even  then, 
he  fwept  away  ofFeniive  paiFages  from  many  plap,  reftored  thofc 
which  had  good  tendencies,  gave  no  encouragement  to  vicious  charac- 
ters, and  added  to  talents  unfeen  before,  and  unexpefted  to  be  ever 
feen  again,  fuch  beneficence  of  heart  and  integrity  of  charafter,  as  gave 
even  the  moft  ftrift  moralifts  among  us  hope,  that  where  the  poribn 
grew,  there  had  we  found  the  antidote.  A  literal  proof  of  that 
axiom^s  truth,  as  well  as  this  figurative  one,  graced  the  period  imder 
reviewal ;  and  Lady  Mary  Wortley  brought  from  Conftantinople, 
where  the  fmall-pox  firft  began,  its  happy  mitigant  (if  I  may  call  it  fo) 
the  prafticc  of  inoculation.  When  thofe  who  had  the  regular  care 
of  human  happinefs  and  human  goodnefs,  flumbered  at  their  pofts^ 
Providence  icems  to  have  provided  affiftance  where  it  was  leaft  cx- 
pefted*  A  woman  of  gaiety,  and  carriage  lighter  by  far  than  was  the 
mind  which  animated  her  motions,  faved  by  the  introdu^on  of  this 
happy  art>  numberlefs  valuable  members  to  fociety,  and  taught  a 
power  of  pacifying  the  dreadful  difeaie  even  when  caught  by  infec- 
tion^ A  Mahometan  writer  of  the  ninth  century,  Rhazes  by  name> 
firft  mentions  this  deftruAive  terror,  which  Heifter  lays  accompanied 
the' plague  ;  and  was  of  courfe  diflinguilhed  by  petechial  fpots,  which 
were  called  purples  in  my  younger  days ;  though  now,  thank  God,. 

they 
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they  are  almoft  unknovm.  German  phyiicians  earlieft  began  the  new 
treatment  in  £urope>  I  believe ;  and  George  the  fecond^  after  having 
tried  its  favourable  refult  on  criminals,  and  having  been  convinced  of 
its  fiicceis  on  many  adventurers  both  in  his  Britifh  and  Hanoverian  do-* 
minions,  inoculated  his  own  royd  family,  proving  that  he  excel- 
led not  only  in  field-bravery,  but  in  domeftick  and  determined  cou- 
rage. Nations  caught  the  defired  example,  and  the  Icythc  of  death 
was  blunted. 


3D  2  CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XVIII. 


SKETCH  OF  IHE  SITUATION  OF  AUSTRIA,  TURKEY, 

RUSSIA,  FRANCE  AND  ITALY, 


PKOM  1725  TO  1750. 

IF  Fredcrict  of  Pruflia,  the  fiatefman,  the  foldicr,  the  philofophcr, 
and  the  wit;  faw  finnething  like  what  he  calls  aa  inftin&ive 
rage  in  Europe,  for  the  iupporting  of  fair  Arrflria's  head,  fronx  which 
he  meant  to  pluck  a  plume  or  two  :  we  who  are  neither  hiftorians^ 
nor  inventors,  but  fober  ChrifHans,  engaged  in  a  mere  RetroJ^e£l  of 
paft  occurrences,  will  need  fmall  wit,  and  lefs  philoibphy,  to  fee 
Ibmething  very  like  a  neceflary,  if  inilin<^ve  impulie,  for  fupporting 
that  once  majeflick,  and  once  holy  Roman  empire,  dwindled  indeed, 
{o  low  in  this  laft  century,  that  empty  pride,  and  hollow  founding 
title,  fcrved  them  as  Iblace  for  the  lofs  of  power ;  while  bigotry, 
burning  concealed  among  a  few  forgotten  individuals,  was  left  alcwie, 
as  a  fort  of  internal  evidence  of  that  fanAity,  which  had  at  one  time 
given  reverence  to^  the  whole.  As  travellers  who  leek  amuiement,  by 
rowing  round  that  melancholy  fpot,  wher«  funk  the  Royal  George 
in  Portfmouth  harbour ;  we  make  our  iea- marks  from  the  wrecks  of 
greatnefs,  and  (hew  by  heads  of  mads  yet  uftconfimted,  where  ftood 
imperial  thrones  in  other  ages  :  ages  which  Kke  thoie  waters  soiling 
forward,  will  never  more  return. 

The  firft  pcJlticaf  phenomenon  which  fills  €Air  telfefcope  in  1 725, 
is  a  IftriA  alliance  formed  between  Charles  the  fixth,  emperor  of  Ger- 
maay^  and  Philip  d' Anjou,^  long  his  hated  foe.     An  alliance,  hoftile  in 

every 
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ctcry  fenfe  to  every  true  intercft  of  Vienna's  court,  but  bcft  worth 
eur  remarking,  as  a  proof  that  the  race  is  indeed  not  decreed  to  the 
fwift,  nor  the  battle  to  the  ftrong,  when  the  Bourbon  king  of  Spain, 
ivith  two  hundred  thoufand  piftoles  (Voltaire  fays)  purchafed  more 
of  the  Auftrian  territories  than-  Marlborough  or  Eugene  deemed  in 
danger,  when  they  were  afting  as  its  flrenuous  defenders.  But  money 
was  become  every  thing  to  almoft  every  body;  and  I  read  the  other  day, 
a  fpeech  in  our  own  Houfe  of  Commons,  fetting  forth  how  Philippe 
d*Anjou  ought  to  be  confidered  more  in  the  light  of  a  great  mer- 
chant than  of  a  ibvereign  prince.  He  was  a  great  prince  notwith- 
ftanding ;  and  although  from  his  mercantile  majefty  we  did  gain 
Gibraltar  and  Minorca  by  force  of  arms,  he  had  the  ikill,  through 
bribery  and  negotiation,  to  hedge  out  the  Auftrians  from  many  an  old 
family  fief,  and  plant  his  own  progeny  firmly  in  their  Italian  domi- 
nions. *Twas  tmder  them  that  the  difcovery  of  Herculaneum  was 
pcrfcftcd;  Ibme  traces  had  been  difcerned  in  the  year  1713,  but 
Europe  was  then  too  bufy  on  the  fupcrficies  of  mother  earth,  to  feel 
deeply  intercfl:cd  about  what  flie  contained  in  her  bowels.  Gold,  for 
purpolc  of  carrying  on  wars  with  each  other,  was  all  they  wiflied  to 
^d  there,  and  it  was  the  only  thing  almoft  which  was  not  to  be  found 
in  Herculaneum.  An  early  page  of  our  firft  chapter  mentions  I  think 
the  great  eruption  of  Vefuvius,  when  a  vaft  ftream  of  lava  overwhelmed 
this  town,  and  others  in  its  neighbourhood.  A.  D.  173O  witnefled 
the  digging  out  its  valuable  ruin,  adding  certainty  to  the  antiquarian's 
creed ;  and  ending  the  fcholar's  numerous  conjectures  in  decifion. 
Theatres,  temples,  a  fubterranean  city  in  fad,  began  to  excite  curiofity 
among  thofe  now  polifhed  nations,  which,  when  Ihe  hid  her  head, 
were  hordes  of  favages  alone,  or  tribes  ferocious  in  fight.  Yet  were 
the  Germans  formidable  then,  and  Tacitus  bears  teftimony  to  therr 
valour,  which,  though  foftened  by  fcience,  had  fo  little  degenerated 
fince,  that  when  the  peace  of  Utrecht  gave  refpite  to  innumerable 
•combatants ;.  Prince  Eugene  led  his  conquering  troops,  defirous  of 

frefh 
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frefli  laurels  to  iignalizc  themfelves  in  the  great  battle  of  Belgrade, 
rcvv  ardcd  by  the  conclufion  of  a  treaty  advantageous  to  all  Chriitian 
powers,  and  figned  1 7 1 8. 

Achmet's  repeated  difgraces  in  the  fubfcquent  difputcs  with  Thamas 
Kouli  Khan,  ended  at  length  in  a  revolt  of  thofe  fierce  Janiilari^, 
well  known  to  Lady  Mary  Wortley,  and  by  her  defcribed  with 
much  pleafantry  and  fpirit.  Reading  about  the  Turks,  in  any  author, 
one  catches  their  contempt  of  unfuccefsful  fovereigns  ;  othcrwife  it  is 
fcarce  fair  to  forget  Achmet's  behaviour,  and  that  of  his  Vizier,  to 
Charles  XII :  but  on  the  lafl-nanied  writer's  pen,  hangs  fuch  a  fafci- 
nating  fpcll,  our  tendered:  intercft  goes  all  to  Muftapha;  the  brother 
he  had  long  before  depolcd,  and  Ihe  fays  poiibned,  while  his  afflided 
widow.  Sultana  Hafiten,  deprecating  mercy,  chains  our  mind  to  thai 
branch  of  the  Ottoman  race,  and  makes  us  hear  of  Mahomet  the  fifth 
mounting  the  Turkilh  throne  in  1730,  with  perfeA  unconcern  for  his 
predeceiTor.  It  appears  that  this  fiew  emperor  entertained  fbme  idea 
-of  making  a  reform  in  his  internal  policy,  by  curbing  the  over-grown 
power  of  the  Viziers,  who  till  his  time  enjoyed  fupreme  authority 
under  the  fandion  of  a  monarch  ever  cloiftered  up  from  knowledge  of 
afiairs,  iinlcfs  ambition  called  them  out  to  wan  The  intended  re- 
formation, 'tis  true,  required  more  than  Turkifli  {kill  to  manage  it, 
and  Mahomet  fecms  to  have  brought  but  little  to  the  work.  He 
cliaugcd  his  firft  miniftcrs  rapidly,  confulting  only  with  the  Kiilar 
Ai^a,  and  hoping  by  that  means  to  be  lefs  impofed  upon  ;  I  guefe  not 
why.  Princes  have  been  compared  to  beauties  now  and  then,  they 
jcfcmblc  them  perhaps  chiefly  in  this ;  that  every  difcarded  lover,  as 
every  turned  out  miniftcr,  makes  it  a  rule  to  hate  and  thwart  in  future, 
that  once-flattered  ibvercign,  real  or  fiiSitious,  whom  he  formerly 
profcfl'cd  even  adoration  of. 

The  Viziers  driven  from  court  joined  with  the  JanifTaries,  whom 
in  their  ihort  adminiftrations  they  had  found  means  of  obliging ;  and 
pcrfuadcd  them  to  Jet  tlie  town  ou  jire^  not  once,  but  repeatedly ;  aod 

always 
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alwap  on  eye  of  a  battle :  fo  that  the  news  might  fright  the  Grand 
Signor,  and  call  him  from  his  camp  whenever  victory  was  likely  to 
decide  in  his  favour,  ftrengthening  his  hands  at  home  by  reports  of  his 
fuccefs  abroad.  To  thefc  patriots  then,  however  reludantly,  the  no- 
minal delpot  of  an  immenfe  empire  was  forced  virtually  to  fubmit^ 
or  fee  his  unoffending  fubjecfts  made  the  facrifice  of  their  difpleafure  :, 
rather  than  Conftantinople  fliould  be  burned  to  afhes,  he  by  advice  of 
his  Mufti  threw  them  the  Kiflar  Aga  to  be  killed,  as  having  given 
hurtful  counfels ;  and  of  that  plunder  which  his  wealth  afforded,  the 
church  and  ftate  making  an  equal  divifion,  fecured  the  Sultan  in  his 
feat  of  eminence ;  we  cannot  call  it  p(nver  very  properly ;  where  the 
year  1750  finds  him. 

From  conteft  with  our  Chriftian  armies,  Prince  Eugene  had  relieved 
his  prcdeceffor  by  figning  of  the  peace  at  Paffarowitz,  after  which  day 
of  triumph  over  Turkey,  that  great  warrior  had,  with  a  verfatility  of 
mind  rarely  found  among  the  men  of  his  profeflion,  betaken  himfelf 
to  ftudy ;  and  cultivating  in  his  retirement  all  manner  of  polite  litera- 
ture, rendered  his  mind  a  fplendid  repofitory  of  well-clafled  know- 
ledge— hiftorick  annals  in  particular,  where  his  own  charaAer  will  one 
day  Ihine  among  the  beft  and  braveft ;  for,  although  he  once  was 
baffled  before  Philipfbourg,  he  covered  Mayence  and  Fribourg  in  a 
manner  that  made  him  not  unworthy  of  our  Harley's  compliment, 
when  in  the  year  171 2,  vifiting  England,  that  minifter  invited  him  to 
dinner,  and  faid  at  table  while  the  glafs  went  roimd,  "  How  he  might 
**  now  congratulate  himfelf  on  entejftaining  the  firft  general  on  earth.*' 
"  *Tis  to  your  lordfliip  then  (replied  the  prince)  that  I  owe  fuch  pre- 
*'  eminence,**  alluding  to  the  great  Duke  of  Marlborough's  difmiflion.. 
But  as  the  Athenians,  a  day  before  the  fcaft  of  Thefeus,  facrificed  a  ram. 
to  Conidas  his  tutor :  a  glance  of  KetrqJpeSi  Ihould  be  bcftowed  on 
Lefouveur,  the  famous  engineer,  who  being  dumb  till  feven  years  old, 
iblved  Euclid's  problems  then  without  a  mafter.  He  taught  Prince 
Eugene  that  confummate  fkill  and  dofc  acquaintance  with  the  art  of 

ibrtification. 
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^  fortification,  fo  neccffary  to  conduAihg  German  wars ;  and  was  £q 
ftiuch  prized  for  his  powers  of  calculation,  that  Louis  quatorze,  in  his 
later  days,  made  him  Aicceflbr  to  Vaubari  with  a  pendon.  *Tis  iaid 
that  Pere  Rollin  has  this  hero's  education  in  his  eye,  when  he  extote 
Xenophon's  Enfance  de  Cyrus ;  and  tfus  is  greater  praile  to  him  than 
even  La  Varde's  epitaph,  when,  after  hicjacet,  his  titles,  &c.  comes 

In  Pace 

Magnificus  Mufarum  Cultor : 

Artium  Laus  ct  Praefidium. 

In  Bcllo 

Miles  Dux  Heros 

Triumphator. 

Alter 

Annibal  Lahore,  Hedor  Audacia,  Fortuna 

Scipio ;  Ingenio  Caefar,  Ulyfles  Ailutia, 

i£neas  Pietate.^ 

His  gallant  pupil,  we  will  own,  confined  not  his  tafte  to  mathematical 
employments,  yet  love  for  every  branch  of  learning's  tree,  fo  long  in- 
herent in  his  mother's  houic,  fbems  fomehow  to  have  preserved  this 
great  commander's  intclledls  unhurt  to  the  laft  moment  of  a  long  pro- 
tracted life — as  fait  hinders  the  animal  alkali  from  preying  on  itfelf,  and 
keeps  the  body  thus  from  turning  putrid.  The  grandfbn  of  Mazarin 
held  not  his  faculties  by  leafc-tcnure,  as  thofc  of  Churchill  or  Sobfcfky 
fccin  to  have  been  beftowcd.  God  gave  to  this  hero  the  fec-fimple  of 
his  own  undcrftanding,  and  he  dropt  down  dead  in  the  full  poflTeffion  of 
it,  replacing  a  book  upon  its  llielf  in  his  own  library,  I  730.  Five  vo- 
lumes odavo  at  this  hour,  contain  his  biographical  anecdotes :  two  vo- 
lumes folio,  with  ?Ljupplcmcnty  fcarce  hold  the  delineation  and  defcrip- 
tioa  of  his  battles.     In  four  years  after  his  death,  while  Britain  was 

*  Picfcrvcd  in  Les  Memoirrs  de  Monf.  de  Bruys- 
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engaged  in  a  maritime  war  with  Spain,  for  Ibme  infults  received  by  our 
iailors  in  America,  died  Charles  VI.  emperor  of  Germany ;  and  iiv 
Maria  Therefa,  his  daughter,  married  to  Francis  due  dc  Lorraine,  be-- 
gan  as  it  were  a  new  imperial  houie.  Of  Rodolph  de  Hapfburgh's 
ancient  family,  deicended  from  the  Gordians,  who  boafted  Trajan's 
blood  by  female  line,  this  lady  was  the  laft ;  and  it  appeared  as  if  ex- 
tlnguifhing  or  nearly  fo :  like  wheels  of  artificial  fire  indeed,  it  caught 
new  heat  by  fome  inviiible  machinery,  and  blazes  yet  away  another 
round.  In  the  grand  effort  made  for  this  fair  princefs,  and  in  the  zea-, 
lous  ftrife  to  eflablifh  her,  although  more  fovereigns  took  the  field  in 
perfbn  than  ever  had  been  fcen  at  once  in  arms  fince  the  cruiading  days« 
none  behaved  better  than  our  own  King  George.  Meanwhile  the  elector 
of  Bavaria,  fct  up  by  France  on  an  obfolcte  claim,  fucceeded  for  a 
while,  and  took  the  name  of  Charles  VII.,  fupported  with  an  immenfe 
fublcription,  and  the  whole  credit  of  the  Hoxifc  of  Bourbon.  This 
dangerous  competitor  was  fon  to  the  daughter  of  Charles  the  ilxth*s 
elder  brother,  Jofeph,  and  grounded  his  pretcnfions  on  the  will  of  Fer- 
dinand I.,  brother  to  Charles  quint,  who  fucceeded  on  his  abdica« 
tion,  and  who,  fearful  lefl  his  fon  Maximilian  II.  ihould  have  no  ifiue 
male,  exprefled  his  dying  defire,  or  command,  that  the  fceptre  might 
defcend  to  a  boy  bom  of  his  own  eldeft  daughter  rather  than  to  a 
daughter  of  his  eldeft  fon.  As  Maximilian  II.  had  [ffuc  male,  this  will 
was  left  untalked  about  from  1504  to  1741,  when  the  Bavarian  made 
his  claim  in  confequence  of  this  antiquated  difpofition. 

Short  fway  !  Fair  Auttvh  fpreadsher  mournful  charms, 
The  Queen,  the  beauty,  fets  the  world  in  arms. 

Notwithftanding  which,  and  notwithftanding  the  Hungarians  declara- 
tion that  they  would  die  for  their  King  Therefa,  as  they  called  her, 
had  Charles  VII.  prefled  forward  to  Vienna  after  the  furrender  of  Prague, 
flie  would  perhaps  have  been  reduced  to  that  fole  title,  by  which  he 
Vol.  H.  3  E  never 
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never  ceafed  to  call  her.  Ma  coujine  la  Grande  Duchejfr.  Before  that 
vrc  difmifs  the  baffled  prince,  who,  after  a  terrible  rcrcrfe  of  fortune;- 
was  at  length  left  by  mankind,  not  far  from  where  they  found  him,, 
although 

« 

His  foes*  deiifion,  and  liis  fubjcfls'  fliame, 

lie  flole  to  deathi  from  angui(h  and  froopi  blame. 

It  is  not  much  amifs  to  obfervc  how  care  for  preferv^ation  of  king- 
doms or  eftates  to  iffuc  male  died  off,  with  other  old  ariftocratical  ideas : 
fincc  commerce  had  ploughed  away  many  diftinftions,  and  levelling 
each  hill,  exalted  in  proportion,  or  rather  in  double  proportion,  every 
valley.  The  ancient  addrefs  of  oriental  fupplicants,  as  we  read  it  ia 
the  ftory  of  Abdallah,  fon  of  Abbas,  was  now  no  more.  **  Oh,  ion  of 
**  the  uncle  of  God*s  great  apoftle,  Mahomet !''  To  him  did  the  voice 
addreft  itfclf :  but  fuch  pretenfions  iubfifted  no  longer;  the  reign  of 
Maria  Therefa  was  approved,  as  her  claims  were  confidered  true  and 
rightful.  Among  the  generals  who  made  mod  efficacious  oppofitioa 
to  thofe  claims  wbs  Marftial  Saxe,  natural  (on  to  the  gallant  Auguftus 
of  Poland,  by  la  belle  Aurore,  countcfs  of  Koningfmarck.  He  had  a 
pardonable,  as  hereditary  averfion  to  Louis  XV.  of  France,  who  wedded 
the  daughter  of  his  father's  rival,  Staniflaus  Ix:ckzinfky,  and  that  muil 
in  fome  meafurc  account  for  his  being  ever  oppofcd  to  the  Proteftant 
armies,  though  he  was  born  and  bred  a  Lutheran,  which  caufed  one  of 
les  dames  Jptrituelles  de  Parts  to  fay  at  his  de?ith,  "  Oh,  what  a  pity  'tis 
*^  that  we  Ihall  not  fing  one  de  profundis  for  this  charming  fellow,  who 
"  has  fo  often  made  us  fmg  te  Deum.'*  Count  Saxe  had  an  idea  that 
much  depended  upon  names ;  or  having  faid  fo  once,  perhaps  in  fport,. 
his  biographers  have  fet  it  down  as  ferious.  He  certainly  did  marry 
Vi6lorta  dc  Lobcn,  and  certainly  was  divorced  from  her,  alledging  that 
\kt  liked  her  company  lefs  than  her  appellation.  The  lady  wiihed  no 
change ;  but  he  was  the  offspring  of  bright  Aurora,  as  he  laid,  and  like 
the  fun  muft  gild  many  regions  ki  courfc  of  his  various  day.     The 

plains 
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plains  of  Malplaquet  firft  witncfled  his  heroick  ardour  in  battle,  where 
he  was  wounded  and  unhorfed,  and  fought  on  foot.     Being  requefted 
to  retire — "  No,  no,  he  cried — /  like  it'^  In  efFedl  this  extraordinary  cha- 
Tader  feems  always  to  have  afted  as  he  liked  it.    Anna  Iwanowna  called 
him  to  Petcrfburgh,  got  him  elefted  duke  of  Courland,  and  prcfled  him 
to  accept  her  hand  and  heart.     He  liked  her  maid  better :  fuch  a  pre* 
ferencc  expofed  his  perfon  to  the  greateft  danger ;  he  could  n6t  quit 
the  court,  he  had  no  money.     The  well-known  La  Couvrcur,  a  fa- 
voured aArcfs  in  high  credit  at  Paris,  pawned  all  her  jewels,  plate,  &c. 
and  fent  him  forty  thouland  livres  by  a  trufty  hand.     He  flew  to  her 
direiSJy,  thanked  her  tenderly ;  fald  he  muft  now  ftudy  the  mathe* 
maticks,  and  fo  he  did ;  nor  ever  law  her  more  except  upon  the  ftage. 
'Twas  Marfhal  Saxe  who  afterwards  took  Prague  by  aiTault ;  beat  the 
allies  at  Fontcnoy,  though  ill;  made  the  French  maftcrs  of  Toumaj, 
Ghent  and  Bruffells ;  entered  Zeeland  with  his  conquering  troops, 
and  after  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  was  figned,  when  no  fewer  than 
a  million  of  armed  men  kept  forcibly  the  peace  of  Europe,  being  cm- . 
ployed  by  all  the  fovereigns  concerned  in  it.     This  warrior  went  upon 
a  vifit  to  Berlin,  where  Pruflia's  young  king  received  him  with  all  pof* 
fible  diftinftion :  then,  having  been  refufed  the  odd  requeft  he  made  for 
kave  to  colonize  and  end  his  days  in  the  Weft  Indian  iiland  of  Tobago, 
he  fell  iick,  and  fending  for  Senac,  the  great  phyiician,  "  Are  you  mar- 
ried. Sir  ?"  laid  he,  "  and  have  you  children  ?"    The  DoAor  confefled 
both.     ''  You  have  been  a  wile  man  (replied  the  Count)  ;  here  am  I 
going  npw  to  quit  this  world  and  leave  my  name  to  nothing  but  a  mi- 
nuet.    My  life  has  been  a  fine  gay  dream  however,  *tis  time  to  dole 
my  eyes  ^ow  on  tribes,  and  open  them  upon  realty :"  Senac*s  friendly 
tears  oStcn  attefted  this  anecdote;  its  date  is  the  laft  day  of  J 750. 

• 

But  Mufcovy's  affairs  have  been  too  long  forgotten ;  we  left  them 
under  care  of  hardy  Catherine,  who  walking  in  her  honoured  b\ilbartd*s 
ftcps,  taught  her  rough  countryfolks  our  Chrifiian  aera :  they  counted 
by  the  world's  ^e,  not  anno  Domini,  till  1725. 

3E2  When 
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When  RetroJpeSlion,  piercing  fog  and  froft,  watches  the  widow  of  the 
immortal  Czar,  malice  attends  to  fee  if  fhe  prevented  his  grandchild, 
lickly  offspring  of  Alexis,  from  mounting  the  imperial  feat  at  her  de- 
cease ;  malice  muft  own  (he  did  him  no  fuch  wrong:  her  dying  difpo* 
fitlon  named  him  fuccciTor,  with  the  rcverfion  if  he  left  no  fons,  to  her 
own  daughters  and  their  progeny.  This  reign  foon  ending  with  the 
prince's  life,  Anna  Iwanowna  was  called  by  voice  of  various  partizans^ 
to  afcend  the  throne  of  Ruffia.  This  lady,  daughter  to  firft  Peter  s 
brother,  who  once  had  ihared  the  toils  of  ftatc  with  him,  fupported 
them  herfelf  about  ten  years.  Unable  to  prevail  with  MaHhal  Saxe, 
fhe  married  Frederick  William  duke  of  Courland,  but  left  no  ifTue.  To 
her  great  nephew  then,  juft  newly  bom,  fhe  wifhed  the  fceptre  tode- 
fcend,  calling  him  Iwan  or  John  IV.  and  her  own  niece, daughter  of  ano- 
ther Catherina,  her  own  fifter  by  the  due  de  Mecklenburgh;  did  a<^ually 
fora  ihort  moment  hold  the  regency  for  this  ill-fated  boy,  till  fuddenly 
in  1 741  his  father,  prince  of  Branfwick  Wolfcnbuttk,  his  mother,  third 
in  defccnt  from  emperor  John,  with  all  their  warm  adherents,  were 
imprifbned ;  and  that  branch,  feemingly  difmifTed  from  all  hope  of 
fucceflion  by  a  flrong  body  of  nobility,  who  fet  up  Elizabeth  Petrowna, 
daughter  to  the  great  Czar,  calling  her  now  to  fign  in  her  own  name 
as  fbvereign,  fuch  a<fls  of  authority  as  fhe  had  been  accuftomed  to  ufe 
her  hand  for  during  the  life  of  her  laft  furviving  parent.  Refolvcd  to 
rule  alone,  Elizabeth  declared  it  her  intent  to  have  no  hufband,  and 
lent  forthwith  to  fetch  her  only  nephew,  fon  of  deceafed  Anna  Petrowna, 
duchefs  of  Holflein  Gottorp.  Him  yet  a  lad,  fhe  caufed  to  be  pro- 
claimed Grand  Puke  immediately,  and  named  him  folemnly  her  lawful 
heir,  fending  young  Iwan  into  clofe  confinement ;  and  flifling  in  be- 
half of  nearer  connexions  that  native  tendemefs  which  had  neverthelefs 
broken  out  unfcignedly,  when  fbftened  by  the  profperous  gales,  that  fet 
the  crown  unlooked  for  on  her  head  On  that  aiifpicious  day>  for  fiich 
it  was,  fhe  took  the  infant  predecefTor  in  her  arms,  and  feeing  him  de- 
lighted with  the  noife  and  fhow :  •^  My  poor  pretty  coufin  (cried  fhe 

"  with 
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'^  with  tears)  doft  thou  too  wi(h  mcjoy?  unhappy  (Weet  one!  thefc  arc 
*'  the  fhouts  that  hurl  thee  from  thy  throne :  take  him  away,  my 
*'  grief  will  choke  me  elfe.'*  Nor  did  the  clement,  kind  Czarina  ever 
appear  wholly  to  have  forgotten  her  harmlcfs,  haplefs  rival.  Although 
a  dupe  to  many  a  fxUy  artifice,  although  in  the  beginning  of  her  reign 
a  bigot,  and  towards  the-  end  of  it  a  mere  voluptuary;  reveriing  the 
French  mode  of  tranfition  from  dame  galante^  to  dame  devote ;  flic 
felt  a  fecret  pang  of  confcience  fting  her  foul,  and  feelings  of  a  fofter 
fort  Ibmetimes  betray  it  in  favour  of  unfortunate  I  wan.  When  the 
Grand  Duke  indeed  grew  marriageable,  and  Frederick  of  Pruffia  re- 
commended to  the  emprefs,  as  a  fit  confort  for  him,  Sophia  of  Anhalt 
Zcrbft,  in  preference  to  his  own  filler  Anne  Amelia,  who  died  not  many 
years  ago  abbefs  of  Quedlingburgh  ;  no  thought  exiftcd  of  the  pri- 
foner's  fucceflSon,  and  Europe's  eyes  were  turned  entirely  upon  the 
accompliihed  lady  deftined  to  adorn  and  civilize  its  northern  diflrids. 
The  nuptials  had  indeed  been  celebrated  in  1 744,  yet  when  we  leave 
her  in  1750,  no  child  confirmed  their  happinefs;  and  the  Grand 
Duchefs  then  of  all  the  Ruilias,  under  the  aflumed  name  of  Catherhie 
Alexiownat  fcemed  lefs  attached  to  Peter's  perfon  than  dcfirous  of 
adding  fcKcity  to  his  court  and  government.  When  his  pranks  would 
difpleafe  the  reigning  emprefs,  'twas  Catherine's  care  to  footh  and  keep 
her  in  good  humour,  left  Iwan's  dungeon  ftiould  attrad  thofe  thoughts 
Ihe  fought  to  drown  in  palatable  poiibns,  which  fliortened  while  they 
ihipified  her  forrows.  Elizabeth  had  befides  borne  three  children  to  a 
favoured  nobleman,  RazumofFfky,  who  had  received  her  marriage  vows 
in  private,  under  a  ftrift  oath  never  to  be  acknowledged.  Thefe  young 
counts  TarrakanofF  and  their  pretty  fifter  gave,  'tis  to  be  fuppofed, 
umbrage  to  Catherine,  but  her  difcretion  fupprefled  all  antipathy,  and 
they  received  a  foreign  education. 

Voltaire  fays  fomewherc,  and  with  truth  he  fays  it,  that  the  revolu- 
tions in  palaces  are  not  always  followed  by  revolutions  of  the  ftate. 
Such  was  the  cafe  with  RufTia ;  from  thofe  dull  days  when  Peter  firft 

drew 
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drew  up  that  monftrous  mais  out  of  its  primitive  obfcurity,  each  hour 
had  contributed  to  its  improvement,  and  every  fovercign  added  ibme^ 
what  to  its  importance.  Anna  Iwanowiia  beat  away  the  Turks; 
Elizabeth  maintained  her  nation's  confcquence  abroad  too,  even  while 
immerfcd  in  fenfuality  at  home.  The  Grand  Duke  bred  at  Holileia, 
and  bringing  thence  even  a  fanatick  fondnefs  for  Frederick  of  Pruffia's 
military  talents,  put  his  raw  foldiers  in  a  ftate  of  difcipline  to  them  un- 
known before ;  and  the  Grand  Duchefs,  from  tender  remembrance  of 
her  nati\c  place,  began  even  at  fifteen  years  of  age  to  fofter  that  com- 
mercial fpirit  which  hafl  fo  long  before  pervaded  Stettin,  and  by  which 
arts,  manufadlurcs,  and  even  fcicnce,  live.  Meanwhile  under  good 
Frederick  and  Ulrica's  rcign,fprung  up  in  Sweden  the  young  but  tow'ring 
genius  dcftincd  to  draw  the  admiration  of  an  age  leis  prone  to  adore 
the  majcfty  of  God,  than  lofe  itfelf  in  wonder  at  the  works  of  nature. 
Thefe  works  Linnaeus  undertook  to  arrange,  facilitating  future  ftudy, 
caufmg  the  very  exiftence  of  Mentzelius  to  be  forgotten  (who  in  the 
year  1710  publiflicd  the  firft  index  nominum  pi antarum)  and  pur- 
chafing  to  himfelf  a  name  above  his  brother  botaui/is,  ut  inter  viburfti 
cuprelJi.  They  indeed,  with  humblcft  thanks,  and  praifes  half  profane, 
cried  out  aloud,  **  Dcus  creavit,  Linnaus  di/pofuit ;"  and  like  Ulyfles 
when  he  faw  the  palm-tree,  pride  of  Dclos,  &c. 

Raptuv'd  they  flood,  and  to  this  hour  amaz'd. 
With  rcvVciKc  on  lUe  lofty  wonder  g*»z'd. 

But  after  having  been  thus  carried  to  the  north,  like  his  new  plants, 
eleven  hundred  in  number,  nou-dcfcrlpts  I  believe  till  then,  we  muft 
return ;  and  vifit  for  a  while  the  court  of  Fmnce,  whofc  young  king 
really  4>cgan  the  va  orld  as  if  he  meant  to  end  it  with  appkufe  :  but  air 
though  mcnarcfiill  inclined  to  hope  fair  weather  from  a  brilliant  rifing 
fun,  experience  often  dlfappoints  that  hope.  He  fent, Maupertuis  to 
afcertaiii  the  earth's  oblate  figure  near  the  pole,  >yhilc  Condauaines  was 

difpatched 
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difpatched  for  purpofe  of  eftablifliing  its  lefs  difputcd  protuberance  near 
the  equator.     Maupertuis  avowed  himfclf  a  Newtonian  philofophcr  ; 
the  fyftem  of  Defcartes  had  drawn  fo  many  to  his  vortices  of  late,  that 
thofe  who  inclined  to  Sir  Ifaac's  fcheme  were  already  confidcred  as 
obfblete.     RetroJpe£ifon  cannot  paufe  to  admire  the  fkill,  or  pralfc  the 
merits  of  thefe  theorifts.     Their  prince  tried  in  the  church  de  la  Sainte 
Genevieve,  prote<ftrcfs  of  Paris,  to  efface  all  that  his  great  predcccilor 
had  difplayed  moft  elegant  in  archite<S:ure  ;   he  liftencd  to  the  dif- 
coveries  made  in  natural  hiftory,   began  a  hortus Jjcctts  for    his  own 
cabinet,  and  early  obtained  the  title  of  Bien-aime  from  a  then  loyal 
people ;  nor  would  he  ever,  perhaps,  have  funk  into  the  C(;arfe  cha- 
rafter  of  a  mere  debauchee,  had  not  his  weak  health  fccmed  to  require 
indulgence  rather  than  contradidion  ;  or  had  his  fituatibn  been  happily 
for  him  fet  by  kind  Providence  in  life's  low  vale,  where  no  one  would 
have  had  an  intercft  in  thwarting  his  originally  rational  habits  of  petty 
amulement.     When  this  young  fovereign's  philofophick  father-in-law, 
Staniflaus  Leckzinfky,  was  once  more  named  fucceffor  to  his  old  rival 
Auguftus  for  the  cro\vn  of  Poland,  and  was  once  more  driven  from 
Warfaw  by  a  ftrong  union  formed  'twixt  Germany  and  Ruffia,  Louis 
quinze  held  up    his  pretenfions,  and  forced  them  to  exchange  the 
duchy  of  Tufcany  againll:  Lorraine,  which  was  with  the  utmoljt  pro- 
priety beftowed  on  this  exiled,  but  ftill  exemplary,  and  ever  tranquiU 
tempered  prince  ;  whofe  notions  arc  bell  known  to  mankind  in  general, 
perhaps,  by  the  fweet  monitory  letter  written  to  his  young  daughter 
the  "new   queen  of  France.     Before  the  year  feventeen  hundred  and 
fifty  her  hulband  gave  her,  I  fear,  full  opportunity  of*  pradifmg  fome  of 
the  fevereft  virtues  recommended  in  this  beautiful  epiftle.     Whether 
Madame  de  Chateauroux,  indeed,  w^as  ever  tried  by  the  Cacouacs  as  an 
inlElrument  of  her  king  s  perverfion  to  the  new  philofophy,  I  know  not ; 
one  of  her  fucceflbrs,  Madame  d'Eftioles,  bcft  known  by  name  of  Pom- 
padour, is  faid  to  have  (hone  forth  une  vraie  adepie.     Be  this  as  it  may, 
Lewis  the  fifteenth,  although  too  eafily  allured  to  provoke  God's  judg- 
ments 
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mcnts  by  his  immorality,  was  never  brought  forward  to  renounce  his 
mercies  through  an  all  powerful  and  all  meritorious  Redeemer.  That 
a  mean  and  afflidive  diflblution  of  principle  was  obferied  during  the 
whole  of  his  reign  cannot  be  denied.  His  proud  predeceflbr  feized  with 
an  idea,  early  prefcnted  to  him  by  Comenius  the  Moravian,*  that  he 
was  predeftined  to  rcftore  and  fill  the  long-fallen  feat  of  univerfal  em- 
pire, felt  himielf  raifcd  above  all  bafe  and  vulgar  vices,  nor  could  it,  I 
truft,  have  found  an  entrance  in  his  princely  head,  that  his  great  grand- 
fon  fhould  endeavour  to  pay  the  fervices  of  baniihed  noblemen  by 
granting  privilege  to  keep  a  faro  bank,  which  (as  he  told  Drummond 
of  Perth's  widow)  would  bring  her  in  eight  hundred  pounds  a  year,  well 
managed  \  and  fb  it  did.  If  morals  exhibited  fuch  marks  of  grofs  pu- 
tridity in  France,  religion  was  confcflcdly  in  a  woric  ftate  ftill ;  and 
when  the  full  minds  of  ingenious  Fontenellc,  fagacious  Montefquieu, 
were  carried  halfyvay  down  the  powerful  dream,  fwelled  by  this  mul- 
titude of  petty  torrents,  what  wonder  poor  Jean  Jacques  was  borne 
along !  When  Princes,  poets,  philofbphers  and  wits,  leagued  like  the 
Thebans  of  old  in  a  band  of  hvers,  aflaultcd  piety  on  every  fide,  and 
hoping  ftill  to  fee  the  crois  give  way,  forced  from  their  hold  fome  of 

*  Comenius^s  predidions  have  been  of  late  newly  iludied ;  Louis 

quatorze  confulted  him  we  know,  and  the  allufion  to  his  name  by 

Vivian  explaining  the  myftick  number  of  the  bead  was,  I  believe, 

known  to  the  monarch ;  tf  666  was  the  number  of  that  affembly  or 

conventioa  which  deftroyed  his  fucceflor  Louis  feize  too,  'tis  at  leaft  a 

ilrange  thing,  and  muft  much  amaze  tl>e  commentators,  who  have  con  - 

fidered  ^ai  as  due  to  the  church  of  Rome,  Itomiith  or  Lauinos.     Bat 

in  Rev.  xiiithchap*  18th  verfe,  and  in  Rev.  xviith  chap.  5th  verfe,  the 

apoftle  fays  it  w  the  number  of  a  man  :  tlie  other  two  expoiitions  apply 

it  to  a  nation, 

666 

Comenius  is  author  of  our  little tJi bis  Pictus  for  Babies  ;  it  is  obfeivable  that  afbrology 
always  militates  agalnji  ailronomy :  the  old  -exploded  Ptolcmaick  fyflem  is  in  that 
little  book  fet  fortli  for  inilrudion  of  his  fcholars. 

its 


L  .    . 

bo 

V   . 

.      5 

D  .   . 

500 

O  ,   . 

.  0 

V    . 

,     5 

.    1 
100 

V  .  . 

.  5 

s.  . 

.  0 

CK.  xvui.]  FROM  A.  p.  1725,  TO  THE  YEAR  1750.  40Q 

its  beft  defenders.  Among  the  varioas  fouls  loftor  endangered  by  the  in- 
undadoo^  the  fate  of  Bou^kan  gives  one  mo^  concern :  if  he  was  not  a 
Chriilian,y^  nieffarce  de  Vitrt  (I  try  to  be  one)  fays  he  fomewhere :  the 
otiiers  ieem  ioihaye  made  no  reiiftance.  On  Montfaucon/tis  true,  all  arts 
iFvere  loft.  Filled  with  divine  grace,  and  guarded  by  human  learning* 
his  tuimUe  hearty  lUce  that  of  his  great  model  Mabillon,  refigned  itfelf 
tofaithy  to  hope,  to  charity;  and  whilft  hb  vain  contemporaries^  dem- 
,  ffovanttf  eataoigled  their  own  paths  with  nets  of  fophiftry,  he^  who 
pofldTed  more  erudition  than  them  all,  i^ept  on  with  confidence  from 
truth  to  truth«  C^  even  his  life,  added  to  the  examples  of  Fleury, 
Fenelon,  Pafchal,  and  more  furprifing  as  nearer  to  the  feat  of  fin,  that 
mermaid's  melody,  which  to  the  unfcen  whirlpool  drew  men*sf  fouls, 
and  in  a  moment  funk  them—Louis  the  good  duke  of  Orleans,  dead 
long  fmcc  ?  Can  a  whole  army  of  heroes  or  of  martyrs,  bom  in  France, 
compenfate  to  mankind  for  all  the  crimes  of  that  ftrange  ternary  de- 
livered down  to  infamous  remembrance  by  Abbe  Barrucl  ?  For  if,  as  by 
his  book  may  be  gathered,  the  true  fpirit  of  Antichrift  fought  by  the 
prirhitive  Chriftians  in  imperial,  and  by  the  firft  reformers,  in  papal 
Rome,  did  after  all  adually  rcfidc  in  thefe  three  Frenchmen,  Voltaire, 
D'AIembert,  and  Diderot,  it  is  a  rnarvellous  finilhing  indeed,  and  cu- 
rious refutation  of  all  pafl  conjcd:ures  :  nor  can  wc  fufficiently  thank 
or  reward  that  Hercules  who  dragged  this  Cerberus  to  light. 

Meanwhile  it  would  not  really  be  impradicablc  for  thofe  who  fearch 
and  think  they  underftand  fuch  matters,  to  trace  and  reconcile  their 
worlhip  oi ihemfelves  and  their  own  reafon,  with  the  idea  of  that  pecu- 
liar kind  of  idolatry  mentioned  by  prophet  Daniel,  and  quoted  by  our 
blefTed  Saviour,  as  that  abomination  that  makes  defolate  ;  meaning  per- 
haps that  not  only  all  fenfc  of  his  facred  prefence  Ihould  be  driven  from 
the  church,  but  that  an  abiblute  vacuum,  a  total  defolatlotiy  as  now  in 
France,  Ihould  follow.  This  dreadful  phantom  Pcre  Hardouin  fancied  he 
fkw  coming  forward  with  the  firft  years  of  this  our  century;  and  though 
his  friends  drew  from  him, a  half  forced  recantation,  he  died  in  the 
Vol.  II.  3  F  fame 
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fame  mind  1729*  Oh,  had  he  heard  thcfc  dwellers  in  dead  waters  call 
thcmielvcs  by  the  unaccotmtable  appellation  of  CacouacSf^  would  not 
his  clofe  acquaintance  with  the  Greek  have  fuggefted  fomewhat  of 
the  croaking  cry  kekoax  ?  And  would  not  that  again  ha>n&  ^rompted^/j 
fancy,  fertile  in  ftrange  ideas,  to  conceive  Ibme  odd  yet  poffiblc  aiffittity 
between  iJiem  and  the  unclean  ipirits,  three  in  munber,  idcntioned 
chap.  lOth  of  St.  John's  apocalypfe,  as  coming  forrfi  fVom.  the  (M 
dragon's  mouth  in  form  of/rogs — ^1  almoft  think  it  would.  But  with  . 
fuch  bold  unauthorized  conjcifturcs,  our  Retro^^  has  Icaft  oT^  to 
do.     Deep  in  their  miry  bottom  let  us  leave  thcor ;  where 

Quamvis  iint  fub  aqiUt  fUb  aqua  makdicere  tentant» 
Vox  qutxjue  jam  raucaeft,  inflataque  colla  tumefcunt, 
Ipfadilatant  patulos  convicia  riAus 
J'crga  caput  tangunt,  colla  intcrcepta  vid^ntur. 
Spina  viret,  venter  pars  maxima  corporis  albet^ 
Limofoque  novae  falibat  in  gurgite  ratue, 

'Tis  time  to  follow  their  pupil  and  coadjutor  Frederick,  who,  buiicd 
.  inftripping  the  emprcfb  queen  of  Sllcfia,  had  neither  icifure  nor  incli- 
nation to  fct  about  rebuilding  the  Temple  of  Jerufakm  at  Voltaire's  rc- 
queft  ;  though  I  did  hear  in  convcrfatiou  once,  many  years  ago,^ 
that  letters  pafTed  between  him  and  Voltaire,  while  he  was  Prince 
of  Pruflia,  upon  that  extraordinary  fubjed.  When,  after  many  dif- 
putes  however,  much  oppofition,  and  fcveral  fruitlcfs,  becaufe  tranfient 
alliances,  he  found  himfelf  at  length  not  only  in  pofleffion  of  his^ 
hereditary  domain,  but  likcwife  of  the  long-deiired  duchy,  ceded  to 
him  at  the  definitive  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapellc>  he  prudently  forgot  the 
impious  projcA,  and  began  improving  the  commerce,  arts,  and  agri- 
culture of  his  country ;  where  he  abolifhcd  all  iile  of  torture  upon 
criminals,  tried  to  put  an  end  to  the  pradice  of  duelling,  and  wiftied 
to  eflabliih  a  regular  court  of  honour.    Had  he  been  author,  among  all 

*  St6  Barruel,  firA  voK  third  chapter. 

his 
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Jbk.  ^ife,  •  fpeeches,  only  of  the  fbllowing  fcnthnent,  'tis  furc  mankind 
would  hfiv^  been  his  debtor,  when  he  obferved,  "  That  a  few  good 
'*^  i^atutes^  mad0  a  nation  happy,  but  a  multiplicity  even  of  them ^  tend 
f'  only  ta  ert^barrafe  the  adminiftration  of  jufticc."  Full  of  talattsiox 
fjo^try^fgr  n)uiickvfor  legiflaturc,.fbr  mtioci nation,  for  every  art  o(  peace 
in  fine  ;  Xh^genhis  of  this  great  prince  pulhed  him  on  war  ;  and  fuch 
wa3  his  i^atr^d  to- our  holy  religion,  fuch  his  adherence  to  the  new 
philpipphyi  Ijy  which  he  held  himfelfas  pledged  to  crujhit^  ecrafcr 
Thifaifi^i  that  we.  arc  abfolutely  compelled  to  kment  th<^e  moments 
whenrhb  military  powers  were  left  linexcrcifed,  as  in  the  year  1750. 
'Notwithftanding  the  excellence  of  that  Fredcrician  code,  which  1  be- 
Jieve  is  abfolutcly  as  near  to  pcrfedion  as  our  confined  humanity  allows. 
The  Jcing  of  Sweden  meanwhile,  hufbaxid  to  the  fifter  of  Charles  XIL 
twelfth,  loft  his  queen  1741,  and  much  diftrefs  had  followed  her  de- 
miiie.;  Four  candidates  difputed  the  fucceffion,  but  the  cmprefs  of  all 
thc:Rui)^s,  or  as  flie  then  was  called  Owrw^  Elizabeth,  took  ofFthe 

a  0 

duke  Qf  Hoi ftein»  having  named  liim  grand  duke,  and  given  her  intereft 

toyp^i^gAidolphus  Frederick,  who  was  confidered  from  that  day  as  fuc- 

-eeflbr,,  although  tibe  old  king  unifaolefted  remained  upon  his  throne; 

the  gentleft,  mildeft,  ohkfiy  of  all  the  fovereigns  in  Europe,   A.  D. 

^750.    His  relation,  Frederick  IV,  whom  Charles  of  Sweden  fell  upon 

in  early  youth,  had   lived  in.  quiet  at  Copenhagen,    ever  fince  George 

the  fiflft  of  England  had  mediated  for  him  a  beneficial  peace,  about 

1/21.;  Hi3  capital  indeed  was  bumcd  down  eight  years  after,  but  was 

rebuilt  >vith  great  magnificence.     His  crown  dcfcendcd  without  dif^ 

j>ute  to  his  fon  Chriftiem  VI.  who  fecraed  to  emulate  all  that  we  read 

beft,  of  the  beft  pfiaccs*     He  called  .a  council  for  prote^ling  com- 

me;rc;e  \,  he  ilu^ied  hc»s*r  moft  to  enrich  his  country  ; '  he  gave  up  un- 

requeftijd  the  mQnopolies  by  which  his  father  «  coffers  had  been  filW. 

**  They  brought  iii  a  great  revenue;"  f^d  his  minifter.  .  *'  Too  great, 

/'  too  grpat  by  f^r,"  replied   thje  gcawrous  parent .  of 'his  peopJe,  ^*  if 

''  tl^ey  .CQ<1  ont  Jigh  U>one  of  my.  faithful  fubjcds/*    *Hc  eftabliflkd 
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conncduons  with  EaU  India>  opened  his  ports,  and  made  the  Ham^ 
burghers  compound  fome  old  difputes  with  a  large  fum  of  money. 
He  bought  the  duke  of  HoUlein  off  with  well  applied  treafures>  and 
fecured  the  duchy  of  Slcfwick  to  his  own  family.     Such  were  this 
king's  virtues,  and  fuch  his  reputation,  that  the  Swedes^  one pdriy  at 
leq/l  wheii  their  queen  died,  begged  him  to  fend  his  fon  to  reign  over  the 
old  Goths  and  Vandals  at  Stockholm.     Another  choice  however  being 
determined  on  in  tJiat  capital^  where  young  Adolphus  married  to  Louiia 
Ulrica,  of  Pruflia,  was  coniidercd  as  prefumptive  heir ;   in  the  year 
1 746  Frederick  fuccceded  happily  to  his  own  patrimonial  dominions, 
and  governed  the  now  wdl-civilized  and  loyal  Cimbri,  Teutons,  and 
Danes,    with  generous  care.     He  wedded   our  Louifa,   daughter  to 
George  the  iecond  of  Great  Britain,  who  brought  him  a  fon  before  the 
year   1750  was  expired. 

But  the  affairs  of  the  fbuth  muil  not  be  longer  left  out  of  remem- 
brance.    Old  John  of  Portugal  died  after  haNing  reigned  pretty  near 
half  a  century.     From  the  Braganza  throne  he  dropt  mature  in  1750, 
having  long  before  then  efpoufcd  his  daughter  to  the  prince  of  Aiiurias, 
and  his  fon  Jofeph,  who  fucceeded  him,  to  a  Spanirti  infanta,  both 
upon  one  day.     This  laft  named  lady,  Marianne  Vidoria,  had,  whilft 
a  child,  rciidcd  at  the  court  of  France,  where  (he  received  her  educa- 
tion as  deftihed  wife  to  Lewis  the  fifteenth  ;  but  her  intended  hulband 
being  taken  ill  at  fixtcen  or  at  fe\  cnteen  years  of  age,   while  fhe  was 
yet  a  little  girl  not  marriageable,  'twas  thought  the  wifeft  way  to  fend 
her  home ;  providing  the  young  fovereign  with  a  confbrf  capable  ta 
bring  heirs,  and  thai  immediately.     Their  hafty  but  happy  choice  fell 
on  Maria  Lcckzinfliy,  as  we  know,  and  youi^  Vicfloria  was  queen  of 
Portugal.     But  Spain  had  no  great  rcalbn  to^l^  pleafed.     Philip  of 
Anjou  there  had  fuffered  ptagues  and  mortifiqations  enough  in  the 
long  courfe  of  his  ftormy  day.     His  iecond  wife,  Elizabeth  Famezc,. 
had  been  fufpeftcd  of  adding  femfc  freih  weight  to  the  burden.     After 
|>affing  not  a  fevv  tedious  years  in  that  alaxiety  of  mind,  which  the  foft 

voice 
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voice  of  Farinclli  alone  could  charm  to  momentary  peace ;  anxiety 
which  France  had,  by  fending  back  his  little  favourite,  increafed  in 
lieu  offoothing:  he  left  this  world  for  a  better  in  1740,  when  Fer- 
dinand^ his  fon  by  the  jftr/i  bed,  fucceeded.  He  was  the  fixth  of  that 
name  in  Spain,  and  fo  attached  to  his  fair  Magdalene,  fiiter  of  Jofeph 
the  fecond,  newly  become  king  of  Portugal,  that  future  chapters  will 
ihew  him  at  hisr  death  laying  afide  all  buiineis,  and  renouncing  all 
pleafurc,  except  the  lad  one  of  hearing  Farinelli  fmg  her  favourite  air^ 
beginning  Per  quel  caro  amplejfo. 

Meanwhile,  to  the  magnificent  flipend  bellowed  on  that  unequalled 
performer  by  Philip  d'Anjou,  whofe  laft  melancholy  hours  had  been 
rendered  lefs  infupportable  by  his  exertion  of  talents  completely  match* 
lefs ;  the  generous  Ferdinand  added  the  order  of  Calatrava,  and  called 
him  to  fome  office  in  the  court.     That  court  became  more  gay  and 
more  good-humoured  under  the  aufpices  of  Maddalena.    She  had  pre- 
vailed on  her  foft-heartcd  hulband  to  make  up  the  dilpute  'twixt 
them  and  France,  giving  to  their  young  dauphin  his  hsdf-filler :  a  match 
particularly  plcafmg  to  Don  Carlos,  who  with  the  yoimg  Maim  The- 
refa  and  other  princelTes,  was  child  to  Philip  by  his  fecond  Venter, 
and  likely  to  fuccced  in  Spain  himfelf,  as  gentle  Magdalene  brought 
no  heirs  at  all,  and  lived  on  the  bell  terms  with  her  hufband's  family. 
On  all  thole  families  a  general  damp  was  thrown  by  death  of  this  con- 
fumplive  dauphinefs — a  k>ls  replaced  in  1747  by  Mary  Jofcphina  of 
Saxony,  moth^  to  Louis  feize,  to  his  two  brothers,  and  their  incom*- 
parable  filler  Madame  Elizabeth,  whofe  grcatnels  and  whofe  misfor- 
tunes the  world  has  lately  witnefled.     We  leave  then:  virtuous  parente 
both  alfve  in  1 750,  when,  notwithllanding  the  corruption  of  mann^^^ 
and  the  decay  of  piety  at  Paris,  ifuir  condudl  was  hf  all  acknowledged 
exemplary,  and  their  devotion  edifying. 

Jf  it  y^crcJiriSily,  as  it;  is  in  {omc  io^t  popularly  trae^  that  no  people 
ail  be  great  who  have  ceafed  to  be  virtuous,  we  Ihould  fee  Frai[ice 
iofing  her  confcquence  apace  diwitig  the  «iga  of  *Lcwia  the  fifteenth. 

But  ^ 
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But  though  flic  no  Jongcr  thundered  on  the  fhores  of  Africa,  or  rc- 
cci\  ed  amhafladors  from  Siam,  bribery  had  learned  to  influence  thofc 
xvhom  conqucft  could  not  fubdue.  The  fettlements  of  North  Ame- 
rica were  inCdiouily  gaining  in  value  and  extent,  and  Louifiana  kept 
ipreading  her  name  over  tra(5h  of  ground  fo  wideband  in  many  rc- 
fpe^fts  lb  defirable,  that  Great  Britain  began,  after  lyin^  long  fupioc,  to 
feel  iicrfelf  fufccptible  of  juft  alarm. 

Even  in  this  fhailow  book  young  readers  may  have  learned,  how  by 
a  kind  of  tacit  compad  among  difcoverers,  or  among  thole  princes 
Avholc  fubjcdfl  the  difcoverers  were,  it  was  agreed  that  polfeflion  of  the 
coaft  gave  claim  to  the  inland :  and  in  effed,  all  the  firft  charters  be- 
llowed upon  the  early  colonizers  of  our  new-found  hemifphere,  limit 
the  diftrids  thereby  difpofcd  of  only  from  north  to  Jouth,  leaving  the 
ftretch  of  country  eaft  and  weft  wholly  difcretional.  That  nothing 
was  to  be  allowed  the  wretched  natives,  appears  a  maxim  of  cruel  po-. 
licy,  common  to  alL  But  the  French,  as  they  grew  better  acquainted 
with  their,  manners,  treated  them  lefs  unkindly,  invited  them  to  in- 
termarriages, and  took  every  method  poffible  to  keep  them  quiet ; 
whilft  ihey^  intent  upon  encroachments  on  our  provinces,  lilently  palled 
boundary  after  boundary,  and  added,  without  noiie  or  buftle,  fort  to 
fort.  It  was  of  manifeft  difadvantagc  to  England  that  the  houle  of 
Bourbon,  in  the  pcrfon  of  old  Louis  quatorze's  grandlbn,  polTeffcd  the 
throne  of  Spain  and  its  American  trealures :  fmce  that  day,  our  wife 
men  who  underftand  fuch  matters,  focm  to  think,  that  a  glaring  par- 
tiality has  been  fliewn  to  the  French  in  all  thofc  feas,  and  that  a  port 
into  the  Pacifick  Oocan  would  be  to  us  another  Gibraltar.  But  'tis  not 
from. our  fuperficial  work  that  found  maxims  of  prcfent  policy  muft  be 
expeded :  a  general  R£lrQjpe€i  o(  fs&s  is  all  we  promifed.  Had  the 
work  been  undertaken  by  any  author  competent  to  draw  coiiclufions 
of  that  nature  from  the  events,  much  had  been  added  to  its  viilue  and 
importance,  i.    ..         ' 

i  iBut  vrc  jaiuft  point  our  tclcfcopc  towards  Italy^  where  Vcmccj  ra- 

dicallv 
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dically  fick  of  a  confirmed  phthiiis,  kept  in  the  yeiar  1750  a  bright 
blooming  colour,  which  impoled  on  'fomc,  who  thought  it  the  blufh 
of  health.  This  ftate  had  not  been  treated  by  the  uni\ncrfal  conque- 
ror Lewis  the  fourteenth,  as  was  her  hated  rival  Genoa,  when  he  de- 
clared Cardinal  Ottoboni,  their  fubjeA,  proteftor  of  the  French  crown  y 
and  when  his  eminence  had  accepted  that  dignity  in  defiance  of  Vc* 
netian  rules,  which  permit  no  fcrvant  of  theirs  to  lift  under  the  ban-" 
ners  of  a  foreign  prince ;  *  they  ftript  and  ban^ihed  him  without  delay, 
nor  feemed  to  fear  a  flafli  of  anger  which  was  never  ihewm  Vice 
only,  I  believe,  internal  vice  iapped  the  foundations  of  their  vohiptuous 
commonwealth,  where  old  nobility,  ruined  by  gaming,  and  by  other 
felf-indulgencics  of  evil  confequence,  cluftered  together,  and  curfed 
the  luckier  fenators.  Rome,  under  Lambcrtini,  ftill  kept  its  ground  ; 
yet,  like  thofe  leaning  towers  which  attra<ft  the  traveller's  notice  and 
alarm  him  for  their  fafety,  Ihewed  that  it  w///?  fall.  None  of  the 
Prote/iant  powers  however  wiflied  to  fee  the  venerable,  fabrick  further 
nndermined.  An  article  had  been  infifted  on  by  what  was  juftly  called 
the  Grand  Alliance,  to  enforce  fatisfadion  for  the  Holy  See  frora  various 
infults  Louis  quatorze  had  offered  it ;  and  Chriftcndom  rejoiced  with 
great  propriety  at  feeing  honour,  not  difgracQ,  brought  on  the  old 
purple  by  the  pope  of  1750.  No  one  had  ever  known  better  than 
Bencdi<ft  the  fourteenth,  the  anxious  cares-  and  conftant  uneafinefs  atr 
tached  to  hh  fituatioii ;  and  no  one  ever  ftrove  to  make  that  fituation 
lefs  uneafy,  without  calling  in  aid  from  wickcdncfs  or  folly,,  with  a 
fuccefs  more  complete  or  better  defervcd  than  he  who  merited  the 
name  oi Ptojperof  Whea  his  grand-vicar  came  to  with  him  joy  one 
morning  on  his  bir-th-day,  and  began  a  long  ftring  of  profeflions  how 
much  long  life  and  health  were  wiflied  him,  and  ardently  defired  by 
his  fubjefts,  "  Have  you  faid  mafs  to-day,.  Monfignorc  ?"  interrupted 
the  pontiff:  "  Yes,  furely,"  was  the  reply.  **  How  can  you  then,  for 
**  Ihame,  fill  your  mouth  fo  with,  lies  ?"  quoth  Bencdift.    ''  la  this 

*  See  Prefent  State  of  Eurqpe. 
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^'  couutry  *tis  well-known  no  fovcrcign  can  give  plcafure  to  his  fub- 
*'  jcfts  but  by  an  early  death.  I  hope  however  to  make  mine  wait  a 
*'  while."  This  officer  was  an  empty  fellow,  with  more  honefty  in 
his  heart  than  good  fcnfe  in  his  head  :  he  had  committed  fbme  mif- 
take  which  vexed  his  mafter,  who  cried  out,  **  BleflTed  Jefiis !  (turn- 
*^  ing  to  a  crucifix  in  the  chamber)  thou  haft  but  a  blockhead  for  thy 
*^  vicar  upon  earth,  God  knows ;  but  mine  is  really  a  ftark  ideot." 

Lambertini  knew  how  to  be  ferious  enough  however;  and  his  piety, 
jis  his  wit,  was  unafFefted.  A  fellow  ftopt  his  carriage  in  the  ftreet, 
and  demanded  abfolution  as  he  hung  upon  the  door-panncl,  with  fran- 
tick  voice  and  gefture.  The  pope  ftopt,  and  reprimanding  the  man 
gravely  for  fuch  indecorum,  bid  him  apply  eliewhere.  **  I  have,  I 
**  have  applied,**  rejoined  the  wretch ;  "  no  prieft  can  abfolve  me." 
He  then  confeiTed  fome  crime,  horrible  to  tell ;  and  holding  a  knife  at 
his  own  throat  firmly  grafped,  appeared  refolved  on  fuicidc.  The 
aftive  fovereign  lei  zing  him,  prevented  the  blow,  and  made  his  at- 
tendants carry  the  fellow  into  the  next  church,  three  doors  off.  Be- 
nediA  the  fourteenth  there  threw  himfelf  proftrate  before  the  altar, 
and  begged  with  tears  and  prayers  celeftial  direftion.  Retiring  next 
into  a  confeffional,  he  heard  the  whole  tale  and  prefcribcd  the  penance, 
which  he  himfelf  faw  rtgoroiifly  performed.  He  then  difpatchcd  away 
the  girl,  who  had  till  now  witnefled  a  fcene  of  which  herfelf  had  been 
in  fome  meafurc  both  caufe  and  cffcd,  to  a  ftrift  nunnery  ;  and  never 
!of]ng  fight  of  the  life  he  had  faved,  made  the  poor  man  his  gardener. 
It  cannot  chufc  but  grieve  one  to  rcfleft,  that  when  Voltaire's  Maho- 
met was  adtcd  1750,  this,  as  it  appears,  but  half-enligtencd  pontiff, 
gave  his  confcnt  to  its  reprefentation. 

Before  that  day  was  born  to  the  triumvirate  of  impiety,  already  men- 
tioned, a  fon  and  heir  in  Bavaria,  whom  M.  Barruel  cdXh  Adam  Weipiaupty 
and  adds,  ''  Tliut  his  infancy  was  obfcure,  his  youth  unknown ;  but  that 
undef  the  name  ofSpartaais  he  has  promoted  the  caufe  of  infidelity,  even 
Lcvond  their  wiflics  who  moft  hated  the  Holy  One  of  God."  'Tis  curious 

It 
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if  he  really  was  baptized  by  name  of  AJam,  as  I  have  heard,  that 
among  the  WbJyacs,  Tartars,  a  Man  is  called  an  Adam.  Weiptaupt  too 
ibunds  like  an  appellation  wife-head  in  German,  if  my  intelligence 
be  right ;  but  wifer  heads  than  mine  muft  make  out  fuch  myfterious 
iniquities.  As  if  our  ifland  trembled  at  the  mofiftrous  produAion, 
and  half- anticipated  the  horrid  imputation  of  having  given  cou- 
rage to  Voltaire  for  fetting  forth  the  doftrines  he  promulgated  after 
that  fatal  viiit  to  Great  Britain;  an  earthquake,  twice  repeated, 
ihook  her  Ihores,  and  filled  our  churches,  for  a  while  at  leaft,  with 
honeft  fupplications  to  be  fparcd  the  punifhment  due  to  our  crimes 
and  follies.  At  that  moment,  the  daring  engine  levelled  by  thofe 
confpirators  we  fpoke  of  againft  Chriftianity,  was  put  in  force ;  and  the 
Encyclopaedia  was  publifhed.  That  it  did  much  harm  here,  I  really 
am  not  competent  to  fay ;  that  we  are  leis  a  reading  nation  than  the 
French  I  am  defirous,  perhaps  more  dcfirous  than  able,  to  deny.  Tha( 
we  were  a  foolifli  nation  enough,  when  all  London  liftened  to  a  crazy 
fclfow^  who  predided  a  third  ihock  of  earthquake,  no  pne  I  think,  will 
deny ;  efpecially  as  he  laid  his  ftrcis  chiefly  upon  alliteration  as  it  ieems, 
and  foretold  deftrui^ion  to  Liverpool  and  London,  as  to  Lima  hi  Fen^ 
which  had  been  dcfl:royed  but  a  few  years  before. 
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CHAP.  XIX. 


GREAT  BRITAIN,  IRELAND,  AND  AMERICA, 

FROM  1750  TO  1780, 

WHEN  empire,  in  the  fcmi-barbaroiis  days,  offered  itfelf  to  hinf 
who  firft  ihould  diicem  and  hail  the  rifing  fon,  a  faithful  Have, 
'tis  faid,  fuggefted  to  his  mailer,  that  whilft  othiers  looked  towards  the 
eail,  he  flioukl  keep  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  contrary  point ;  where  in  ef* 
fed  he  fit(k  of  all  perceived  th'  auipkions  ^phtnomenon,  by  rays  re* 
framed  to  the  oppofing  hilL  America,  on  the  fame  principle,  oStis  to* 
©ur  retro/pe^he  view  a  fcene  of  happinefs  and  found  tranquillity,  wher^ 
leaders  arc  the  leaft  prepared  to  look  for't,  Paraguay.  To  that  rich 
province  Portugueze  feverity  had  driven  the  Guaranie  Indians,  about 
the  year  >734,  and  Don  Jorge  Juan  tells  us,  that  twenty  years  after- 
wards, thirty-five  towns  were  peopled  there  by  converts  to  Chrifti- 
anity,  and  ruled  in  gentlcnefs  by  the  good  miflTionaries  who  take,  fays 
he,  the  Yncas  for  their  model,  and  fway  with  mildnefs  thofe  fouls 
which  throw  themfclvcs  into  their  kind  protcdion.  Curates  ap- 
pointed under  the  vice-patron,  and  well  acquainted  with  the  country 
language^  aft  not  as  fpiritual  diredors  only,  but  as  good  magiftrates^ 
obliging  their  fubjeds  to  cultivate  the  arts  of  agriculture,  and  in  fome 
fort,  commerce  ;  internal  traifick  with  the  neighbour  Indians,  while 
regular  militia  trained  to  war^  and  exercifed  on  eves  of  feftivals,  pro- 
teft  them  from  all  fear  of  inroad  on  their  happy  ftate.  One  convent 
is  allowed  in  every  town  for  iick  or  fuperannuated  females,  affording 
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ihelter  too  for  helplefs  orphans,  who  fludy  ufeful  knowledge  there,  and 
fpin  xuider  direftion  of  thefe  fteady  matrons.     Thus,  while  deemed 
criminal  in  Cochin  China,  flothful  in  Africk,  and  fufpe<fted  as  too  bufjr 
Aipon  our  European  fhores,  the  Jefuits  flourifhed  in  this  more  favours- 
able  hemifphere  ;  kept  their  fubjeds  from  wandering  by  tales  of  thfi 
•gigantick  inhabitants  of  Patagonia,  and  made  tlieir  countrymen  at  home 
amazed  by  Madalena  di  Niquinez's  narrative  concerning  the  tall  na** 
tion,  which  ftory  Don  Jofcph  Tarrubia  publifhed  in  Old  Spain ;  add- 
ing accounts  of  flceletons  beyond  the  common  iize,  found  in  the  coun- 
tries fouth  of  Paraguay  ;  where  we  muft  leave  the  Jefuits  living  much 
like  our  Briti(h  feceders  in  Pennfylvania,  feparated  from  thefe  Guaranies 
by  the  Ifthmus  of  Darien,  and  diflant  from  them  one  thoufand  leagues 
at  leaft.     There,  in  a  large  town,  named  of  the  words  brotherly  love, 
Philadelphia,  dwelt  comfortably  a  peaceful  fct^  inclined  to  ttadc  and 
maritime  connexions.     Their  port,   in  the  year  1750,  faw  no  fewer 
than  three  hundred  veflels  enter  inwards,  and  the  next  year  three  hun- 
dred were  cleared  out.     Exportations  to  our  ifland  were  computed  at 
half  a  million  fteriing,  and  an  academy  was  eredcd,  that  no  negjcft  of 
literature  might  difgracc  thofe  who  acquired  wealth  by  virtuous  means. 
A  treaty  between  Quakers,  broad-brimmed,  and  ftarchcd  up  to  a  fteady 
Uniformity  of  look ;  and  the  Twightwees,  feather'd,  tattow'd,  aad  paint- 
ed with  wild  variety  of  favage  ornament,  muft  baffle  all  description  by 
words.     Benjamin  Weft^s  pifture  of  their  original .  compaA  with  Mr. 
Penn,  1681^  brings  to  our  view  the  ftate  of  things  in  175?^  ^ybtn  the 
Ohio*s  holk)w  caves  re-^  echoed  to  the  oratorical  powers  of  a  Mobawt 
Sadiem,  giving  his  belts  of  wampum,  with  his  promifc  to  tear  the 
tomahawks  of  Frenchmen  from  their  hands,  pick  thwns  of  entangle- 
ment from  legs  of  Britons,  and  pour  foft  oil  upon  the  bleeding  IkuUs 
of  fudh  asfuiTered  from  the  Gallick  hatchet.   It  v;^s  found  howci-er^  no 
caly  ta{k  to  detach  foroc  tribes  from  th^t  true  friendfhip  with  which  the 
fupple  fiibjeds  of  Louis  quatorze  had  inipircd  them.   Our  coLontzatiaii 
of  Nova  Scotia  was  ufeful  indeed  on  this,  as  upon  other  accounts.    My 
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father  was  among  the  very  firft  who  touched  land  there,  when  three 
thouiand   fevcrt  hundred   families  went  over   with  Cornwallis,  May, 
1750,  and  in  NoTcmbcr  foHowing,  only  three  men  were  dead,  and  as 
many  houfcs  built  towards  the  conftruAion  of  the  new  town  Halifajc^ 
as  the  fettlcrs  enumerated  days  fmcc  government  had  confirmed  their 
charter*    In  his  travels  through  the  interior  of  that  region.  Utile  known, 
to  Britons  in  thofe  days,  he  often  ihared  the  hut  of  fomc  French  Inr 
dians,  and  deicribed  their  manners  as  amiably  fimple,  innocent,  and 
artlefs.     We,  never  could  forget  his  ftory  of  a  Canadian  girl,  eighteen , 
years  old,  fetting  her  head-drefs  by  a  pail  of  water  placed  as  a  mirror 
for  her  moncki  toiletfe,  as  flie  termed  it ;  or  how,  conve rfihg  with  her 
on  more  ferious  fubjeAs,  (he  informed  him  that  the  nature  of  fin  was 
well  known  to  her^  who  had  been  taught  by  les  bons  Fratt^ois^  that  Engr 
li(h  women  were  the  wickedeil:  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  making  no 
fcruple  to  wear  wide  ho^ps,  like  the  blefifed  Virgin  Mary,  who  being  a 
French  laily  horn,  ought  to  have  that  privilege  iacred  to  herfclf  alone- 
enforcing  thcfi:  words  by  pointing  to  a  drefifed  image  on  the  houfc  top, 
and  praying  to  it  for  her  new  acquaintance's  convtrfion  and  fafc  return 
tn.Ualifiix.     That  place  proved  daily  more  and  more  uiefid  in  taking 
off  diibanJed  troops  turned  loofi:  upon  London,  in  confequence  of  the 
peace  of  ALx-la-Chapellc.     A  peace  wife  men  faw  plainly  could  never 
lad  long,  although  Great  Britain  poured  her  young  nobility  forth  in 
full  tides  to  Paris,  while  flexible  adventurers  from  that  corrupted  me- 
tropolis,, bcgaift  to  fwarm  in  ours.     Among  thefe  a  Capuchin  friar, 
Pere  Norbcrt  by  name,  befide  his  own  ipirit  of  fupplying  him/elf  with 
ready  caih,  poflfcflcd  a  fecret  mandate  from  Pope  BendediA  XIV.  to  - 
inftru^l  u&     He  was  an  anti*  Jefiiit,  favoured:  for  that  reafon  by  Lam- 
bertini,  who  beftowed  on  him  a  bag  of  zecchiaes,  i^mc  indulgencics 
necefifary  to  his  tnt/Jiont  and  a  box  of  reliques  to  keep  Chrifiian  faith 
warm  in  our  heretics^,  and^as  he  deemed  it,  half-pagan  country^     We 
all  witnefifed  his  envoy's  abilities,  and- 1  myfelf  remember  him  perfeAly 
under  the  feigned  appellatioa  of  Monf.  Pariibt^  who  fct  up  a  gobelin 

manufadory 
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manufaftory  at  ?ulham,  obtained  a  fubfcriptiou  (as  Baxetti  told  me), 
of  lo»oool..and  ran  away  with  the  money.     One  Paflavan  purchafcd 
the  looms,  and  I  belicre  Moore's  beautlfxil  works  in  Chifwell-llrcet, 
where  was  exhibited,  about  the  year  J  7^)7,  a  tapeftry  flowcr-plAuret 
ftom  Batiftc,  agalnlt  tlic  original,  grew  out  of  this  beginning.     Mcan- 
"while  all  fergcs  for  nuns  and  friars'  wear,  were  made  at  Exeter ;  and 
thus  our  folks  cared  little,  Icfs  than  they'fhould  have  done  in  fad.,  at 
feeing  themfelves,  even  in  the  eighteenth  century,  accounted  for  mere 
brutes  by  the  church  and  court  of  Rome,  while  the  perverfe  adhcfion 
of  its  members  to  every  fuUcn  prejudice  againft  reformation,  hindered 
no  trade,,  nor  leiTened  the  confumption  of  our  flannel  drapery.     Thus 
too,  the  liberal-  apd  polilhed  Lambcrtini,  who  when  the  intriguing  car* 
dinal,  driven  from  Spain,  talked  to  him  about  the  St,  Marino  builnefs, 
laid,  *•  Why  Alberoni's  appetite  never  fails  fure  :  he  has  been  ibriving 
**  to  get  down  a  falmon  thefe  fix  years,  and  is  now  in  chace  of  a  min- 
"  now  ;'*  appears- in  this  fore-lhortened  ReiroJpe£i  icarcc  above  the  level 
of  a  Canadian  wench.     But  princes  th'mk  with  moft  good  fenie^^when 
they  arc  thinking  about  other  princes  r  all  Europe  heard  how  our 
Prince  of  Wales  patronized  the  growing  pafliori  for  commerce ;  he  did 
more,  he  patronized  every  popular  idea,  he  taught  his  children  to  fpeak 
out  of  Addifon's  Cato,  and  called  the  famous  James  Quin  about  him 
to  inftmcft  them.    Qutn  had  fb  fhone  in  the  theatrical  characters  which 
defend  liberty  of  the  fubjeft  againft  regal  power,  that  he  had  w  armed  ^ 
himfelf  up  into  much  fervour  of  Whiggifm;  and  as  his  talents  gave  him 
Gccafion  often  to  keep  company  with  leamed  men,  a  difpute  fprung  up 
one  evening  concerning  thedeatli  of  Charles  I.,  which,  contradicS^ing 
Warburtoa,  he  juftificd.     The  future  blfliop  battled  him  a  while,  and 
at  length,  thinking  to  fecurc  his  vidory,  •*  Tell  rae  at  Icaft,  good  Mr. 
•*  Quin.  (he  cried),  inftruA  me  by  what  law  you^  make  this  aft  de- 
''  fenfible  ?'    I  aik  you  by  what  law  ?"     ''  By  all  the  law  (replied  our, 
'^  aftor  promptly),,  by  all  the  law  that  fuch  a  king  had  left  alive  in  the 
*'  nation/'     That  no  Whig  ever  maintained  the  caufoi  with  more 
jisady  wit,  or  graced  it  with  more  humanity. than  Quin,  all  will. readily 

allow; 
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allow ;  but  that  the  patronage  of  fuch  wit|  and  fuch  pnndples^  by  9^ 
Prince  of  Wales,  was  at  leaft  ill-timed,  none  can  rcafonably  deny.  It 
could  tend  only  to  diilrefs  the  crown,  which  already  pretended  to  go- 
vcm  chiefly,  if  not  wholly  by  influence  ;  whilft  the  authority,  even  of 
Parlimneutt  which  from  the  day  that  Mr.  Quin  approved  fo,  had  rifen 
into  wlvit  was  fooliflily  termed  omnipotence  and  majefty^  began  to  fhew 
itjclfon  the  decline.  The  king's  fpeechcs  recommended  unanimity 
among  the  members — in  vain.  A  Weftminfter  elcdion  (hewed  that 
blcfling  to  be  at  an  immeafiuable  diftance.  The  honourable  Mr.  Mur- 
ray was  charged  with  riotoufly  obflruAing  the  high  bailiff  in  his  office, 
and  bid  to  beg  pardon  of  the  Houfe  upon  his  knees.  Murray  refu/cd, 
and  was  carried  about  in  triumph  fcy  the  mob.  Parliament  was  baflled, 
a  pamphlet,  worthy  later  times,  called  Legion,  was  handed  about ;  the 
buds  of  democracy  fwelled  apace,  and  wanted  but  an  opportunitj'  of 
buriling.  The  king  laughed,  becaufe  the  unpopular  candidate  had 
made  himfelf  juftly  odious  by  bringing  over  a  band  of  French  per- 
formers for  our  theatre  ;  but  the  government  trembled :  they  felt  in- 
ftinftively,  though  they  did  not  fee  clearly  the  approaching  danger  to 
all  exifl:ing  governments.  Mr.  Pelham,  a  man  of  plain  fenic,  looked 
but  to  the  prcfent  moment,  and  law  there  his  favourite  tax  on  coaches 
become  every  day  more  productive,  and  every  day  more  approved. 
The  fchcmc  hit  upon  under  his  adminifliration  for  naturalizing  the 
Jcv^  s,  was  rendered  unavailing,  as  Julian's  attempt  had  been  to  rebuild 
their  temple  :  and  as  that  was,  by  literal  and  pofitivc  explofions  of  the 
ground  rendered  abortive,  fo  was  this  project,  by  iuxy  of  a  tumultuous 
populace  put  in  the  right,  as  if  it  had  been  purpofely,  now  twice  to- 
gether, by  men  blind  to  their  own  and  to  the  publick  intcreft.  But  the 
Prince  of  Wales's  unexpected  death  changed  all  oonvcflation  on  a  fud- 
den  to  other  fubjeds,  and  nobody  in  tlie  world  feemcd  to  fufped  how 
that  world  was  going,  except  the  confpirators  upoji  the  continent, 
who  meant  to  overturn  it. 

Our  filter  kingdom  Ireland,  who  had  long  lamented  her  fate,  now 
appeared  to  mix  rcfcntment  with  her  grief;  ancj  as  bcr  rents  rofe,  and 

her 
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her  trade  increafcd,  added  pecfvilhneft  to  complaint ;  nor  wiihed  to  re- 
colled:  that  Sir  William  Petty,  ^he  hero  o(  calculators,  liad  ohfcrved, 
that  if  Ireland  was  all  funk  in  the  fea,  and  its  inhabitants  tranfported 
to  the  fens  of  Eflex,  the  fbvereign  and  the  fubjedls  of  Great  Britain 
would  all  be  enriched  by  tht  tofs.  .  Our  colonies  acrofs  the  Atlantick 
too>  grown  rich  and  fplendid,  and  vying  with  the  mother  country  in 
every  convenience,  every  fuperfluity  of  life,  felt  their  ill  humour  fenfibly 
increafing,  and  fretted  ibmc  of  their  governors  into  fuicide.  French 
violence  waa  added  to  intrigue ;  De  VilUcrs  attacked  Colonel,  after- 
wards General  Walhington,  beat  him,  and  took  a  fort  from  him  on 
the  Ohio :  offences  were  repeated  till  hoftilities  recommenced ;  but 
the  war  began  inaufpicioufly  for  England.  After  a  feries  of  Icfler  vgxa- 
tions,  came  the  ftrange,  and  even  yet  half- unaccounted-for  misfortune 
ef  Braddock's  army,  loft  in  the  wilds  of  North  America.  When  to  this 
grief  wa*  added  Admiral  Bj  ng's  behaviour  before  Minorca,  and  its  con- 
fequent  captuie^ — -JLondon  looked  as^if  diftradled.  Shopkeepers  wept 
behind  their  counters  inunafTe^ed  agony  of  forrow,  while  the  king's 
coach  was  purfued  up  and  down  with  loud  cries^of  a  ftring  for  Byng, 
a  garter  for  Blakency ;  as  if  upon  St.  Philip's  fort,  which  he  defended, 
hung  our  laft  hopes.  And  well  I  recolle<ft  my  own  two  neareft  friends, 
with  faces  of  real  defpair,  relating  how  the  duke  of  Newcaftle  had  de- 
clared before  them  loudly,  in  his  own  full  levee -room,  that  three  weeks 
more  would  certainly  decide,  and  upon  Englifli  ground  too,  whether 
England  fhould  or  Ihould  not  become  a  province  to  France.  It  was 
now  more  than  time  to  change  the  miniftry ;  Pitt  was  called  in  by 
the  united  voice  of  king  and  nobles,  parliament  and  populace.  Never 
man  fo  enjoyed,  never  man  fo  defervcd  a  nation  s.confidence  ;  he  foon 
repelled  the  terrors  of  invafion,  reftored  the  realm  to  its  own  iiood 
opinion,  and  Ihewed  the  wondering  world,,  that  if  Britannia 

Did,  after  fome  diftinguiflvd  leap, 
Let  fall  her  weight  and  kern  to  flip  ; 
Straight  gathering  all  her  active  ftrcngth, 
She  fprung  up  higher— half  her  length. 

The 
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The  millions  voted  to  this  miniftcr's  difpofal  were  not  emplojred  to 
gain  him  luffrages  who  had  our  hearts ;  they  were  all  ipent  in  raiiing 
national  reptitation.  Every  foldicr,  every  failor  he  employed,  caught 
and  communicated  the  patriot  flame  ;  adding  befide,  the  iplendors  of 
hcrolfm  to  the  dignity  of  conqucft.  Riches  likcwife,  upon  the  wings 
he  wove,  flew  far  and  fetched  in  more.  Clive's  unexampled  fucceflcs 
in  Eaft  India  gave  the  bright  eameft  of  a  golden  current,  pouring  in 
wealth  which  aftonifhed  even  its  poiTeflbrs :  and  while  (bme  wife  ones 
feared  the -future  confequenccs  of  iuch  a  fudden  influx^  iuchatide  of 
opulence  upon  our  country  ;  all  were  delighted  with  the  deicat  of  Su- 
rajah  Dowlah,  whofc  tyrant  indolence  bad  waking  heard,  without 
cxprcflions  of  regret,  the  miseries  endured  during  his  ilecping  hours  by 
one  hundred  and  forty-fix  brave  Englifhmen,  confined  by  miilakc  in 
the  black  dungeons  of  Calcutta,  where  no  fewer  than  one  hundred 
and  twenty- three  periftied  with  thirft  and  fever,  heat  and  rage,  merely 
becaufe  the  (lumbers  of  that  Sybarite  were  not  to  be  di(hirbcd« 

Ivouifl^urgh,  taken  by  Amherft  and  Bofcawen,  with  the  laft-named 
warrior's  triumph  otF  Gibraltar;  Hawke's  fignal  viftory  gained  amidil 
fighting  elements  near  Brefl: ;  the  capture  of  Goree  in  Africa  by  Kep- 
pcl ;  the  low  fubmiiTions  of  aggreflbr  France,  amid  the  feows  of  Canada 
and  hciiihts  of  Abraham,  fcalcd  with  the  bcft  blood  of  that  immortal 
youth  whofe  death,  even  theatrically  grand,  impreflcd  itfelf  for  ever  on 
our  mcnrory :  and  mofl  of  ali  pcrh&ps  the  plains  of  Minden,  where 
fixty  thoufand  French  flew  before  fcvcn  thoufand  Englifh  troops,  led 
by  Lord  Granhy,  ami  eager  to  revenge  the  wrongs  and  xobbcries  made 
in  their  kingls  clcdlorate ;  came  crouding  to  the  heart  of  George  the 
fecond,  which,  flawed  by  age,  unable  to  fupport  them,  hurji fmi iinghf , 
as  Shakefpear  fays  of  Glo'fter.  A  young  prince  next,  with  every  quar 
litv  capable  x)f  jutUy  delighting  happy  fubjecfls,  mounted  the  throne 
as  fucceflTor,  and  boa  (led  himfclf  native  qJ  Ertglmid.*     They  indeed 

*  At  his  coronation,  tlic  feats  which  had  been  let  or  hired  at  tlie  fame  ceremony 
fur  Qacen  Anne  at  five  fliii lings  each,  coft  fivcguineasin  tlieyear  n6J.  Queen  Eli- 
zabeth's 
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diftened  to  that  once  condcfcending  vaunt  with  little  complacency !  fo- 
jreign  princes,  unikilled  in  our  conftitution  or  their  own  prerogatives, 
were  by  no  means  unwelcome  to  the  Whigs  ;  and  growing  arts,  and 
fciences  and  commerce,  had  left  few  genuine  Tories  on  the  ifland. 
The  king  was  found  almoft  the  fole  poflcflbr  of  obfolete  virtues  and 
Tory  propenfities  :  and  his  warm  attachment  to  our  true  Chriftian 
faith,  his  filial  reverence  for  his  Ible  furviving  parent,  and  partiality  to- 
wards his  old  Scotch  preceptor,  foothcd  his  own  confciencc  more 
than  pleafed  his  people. 

Meanwhile  the  war  went  forward  with  vigour  and  rapidity,  upheld 
and  puflied  along  by  Mr.  Pitt,  whofe  powerful  mind,  like  a  calm  fiim- 
mer  fea,  lifted  the  heavieft  weights,  nor  feemed  to  feel  a  fcnfe  of  their 
incumbency.  The  ftate  machine  which  his  late  predeceflbrs,  the  Pel* 
ham  brothers,  bent  beneath,  was  poifed  by  him  without  a  difficulty ; 
although 

Not  two  ftrong  men  th'  enormous  bulk  could  raife, 
Such  men  as  liv'd  in  thofe  degenerate  days  ; 
Yet  this  as  eafy  as  a  fwain  could  bear 
The  fnowy  fleece,  he  tofs'd  and  fhook  in  air. 

In  efFeft  all  Europe  looked  up  to  him  as  to  its  arbiter,  and  manifeftoes 
were  made  by  crowned  heads  againft  Mr.  Pitt.  But  Tory  meafures, 
which  always  tend  toward  peace,  pervaded  the  cabinet ;  and  our  great 
minifter,  refuiing  to  retain  refponfibility  where  he  no  longer  held  ab- 
folute  rule,  went  out  of  office  with  a  penfion,  whilft  hoftilities  were 
carried  forward  by  Lord  Bute  only  as  they  were  indifpenfiblc  tow  ards 
obtaining  terms  of  accommodation.  The  Havannah  fort,  and  Her- 
mione  regifter  Ihip  however,  by  their  valuable  captures,  added  to  the 
birth  of  a  Prince  of  Wales,  kept  people  quiet  till  the  year  1 763  ;  when 
a  convention,  called  the  Peace  of  Paris,  was  ligned ;  and  although  cer- 

zabeth's  coronation  coft  the  moll  expenfive  of  its  fjpcftators  only  a  lefler  tfixpencej . 
What  an  increafe  of  wealth^ 

Vol.  I.  3  H  tainly 
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tainly  honourable  and  advantageous  to  our  nation,  as  all  lookers-on 
imagined,  our  own  country  folks  murmured  aloud,  and  deemed  fucK 
terms  a  wretched  compenfation  for  thirty  millions  increafe  of  national 
debt.  A  paper  called  North  Briton  now  engaged  to  gall  the  admini- 
flration,  which  had  a  Scotchman  at  its  head ;  and  being  encouraged 
for  its  airincis  and  pleafantry,  foon  grew  iniblently  feditious  and  abu- 
live,  and  at  length  called  the  king's  (peech  an  impudent  fallacy.  When 
kings  were  affronted  in  the  tenth  and  twelfth  centuries,  *twas  by  their 
equals  the  offence  was  given,  and  the  two  knights  went  to  decide  the 
difpute  by  duel.  Here  was  the  democrat ick  gauntlet  thrown  at  ma- 
jefty  in  mufflers ;  and  the  only  gentleman  who  in  all  England  would 
have  been  permitted  to  pafs  over  fuch  an  indignity  in  acquiefccnt 
filence,  was,  by  his  iituation,  in  this  cafe  compelled  to  bear  it.  Be- 
caufe  be  was  king,  no  iatisfadion  could  he  obtain ;  his  mefiengers 
were  derided,  his  fccretary's  warrants  aboliihed ;  and  when  the  inju- 
rious paper  was  to  be  burned,  his  attending  fheriff,  Mr.  Harley,  efcaped 
with  wounds  and  bruifcs,  and  difficulty,  from  the  mob. 

John  Wilkes  meantime  having,  like  Difcord,  thrown  his  apple 
down,  with  only  one  word  changed,  to  the Jlronge/l — was,  like  Dif- 
cord, driven  away  for  a  time  under  fentencc  of  outlawry ;  he  went  to 
ftrengthcn  his  principles  by  converfation  with  the  new  philofbphers  in 
France ;  and  the  minifler  here  at  home  found  the  general  diflike  of 
his  mcafurcs  beginning  to  be  attended  with  fomething  not  very  unlike 
ferious  danger  to  his  pcrfon,  and  his  perfonal  condu<^  had  been  in  no 
wife  conciliating.  Mr.  Pitt  indeed  had  not  aimed  at  obtaining  hearts 
by  infmuation  any  more  than  did  his  fucceflbr ;  but  then  he  knew 
how  to  pofTefs  himfelf  of  them  as  a  right;  and  loftinefs  of  genius  will 
fomctinacs  be  fubmittcd  to,  where  pride  of  learning  cannot  be  endured. 
Lord  Bute  was  a  fcholar,  and  a  reafoner,  and  a  Chrillian;  but  thofe 
arc  qualities  which  do  not  neceffarily  and  of  their  own  nature  be- 
flow  either  military  or  political  courage.  He  retired  to  his  books,  re- 
folvcd  to  fave  his  own  Kfe,  and  leave  the  helm  of  ilate,  which  dropt 

into 
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into  the  hands  of  George  Grenvillc,  who,  although  neither  a  rafli  nor 
itlexperienccd  man,  was  ftruck  in  evil  hourwith  the  idea  of  taxing 
our  American  colonies,  faved  from  the  French  by  his  great  brother- 
in-law,  foon  to  be  called  Lord  Chatham ;  and  grown  fo  rich,  fo  happy, 
fo  luxurious,  by  even  that  Ihort  interval  of  fiiccefs  and  courfc  of  trade, 
that  he  fuppofed  **  thefe  children  of  our  planting  would  not,",  as  he 
exprefled  himfclf,  "  rcfufe  to  lend  fome  fmall  affiftance,  fome  kind 
"  aid  at  leaft,  towards  paying  off  a  debt  contracted  to  fupport  thcdi ; 
*'  debts  of  a  war  firft  kindled  in  their  quarrel.'*  How  little  Grenvillc 
knew  of  thole  new  notions  which  waited  but  die  moment  of  difclo- 
fure,  all  nations  now  are  witneiTes.  America  refufcd,  not  even  civilly, 
Ihe  clamoured  loudly,  fbon  reiiftcd  openly ;  threw  off  all  deference  to- 
the  Parent  State,  calling  her  auger  pat rioti/m,  her  ardent  violence  eman-^ 
cipation.  Grave  fpcdators  of  this  unexpeftcd  fccne  faw  the  daughter 
arming  againft  the  mother,  with  afflidion  ;  bu\  gay  ones  applauded 
liich  fine  fport^  and  clapped  the  young  run-away  as  heroine  of  the 
farce.  Elizabeth's  Virginia  led  the  van,  but  New  York  foon  became 
the  focus  of  rebellion,  and  ict  up  a  tree,  then  firft  denominated  tree  of 
liberty,  in  1 7O6 :  it  was  a  poplar,  the  popular  tree,  and  popuk  vive  precor, 
from  Ovid's  epiftle,  was  written  round  it.  That  freedom  (hould  ac- 
knowledge America  for  its  nurlcry  is  not  unfair ;  the  very  animals  in 
that  hemifpherc  when  firft  difcovered  were  all  free.  Kamtfchadales 
teach  their  dogs  to  draw,  and  Laplanders  their  rein-deer :  the  people 
whom  Columbus  found  ufed  neither  hdrfe  nor  afs,  nor  loaded  any 
creature  with  a  burden. 

But  the  dcfcAion  of  our  colonies  was  not  our  iblc  difgrace.  Mr^ 
Wilkes  retumed  to  the  charge,  and  found  he  could  make  mankind 
better  divcrfion  by  heaping  perplexities  upon  the  parliament  of  England 
than  by  retailing  ftale  jokes  againft  the  Scutch,  flattering  the  filly  fpirit 
of  his  countrymen  who  love  to  laugh,  without  enquiring  why,  at  any 
man  bom  above  three  hundred  miles  frorri  Hydc-Park-Coraer.  He 
did  accordingly,  for  the  amuicnaent  of  our  common  enemies,  continue 
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to  difturb  thofc  three  cftatcs  of  government  a  long  time,  which  their 
united  efforts  could  not  conquer;  and  though  m  the  didionary  that 
lies  before  me,  baffle  is  obfcrved  to  be  Ibmewhat  tels  than  defeat,  this 
petulant  tormentor  foimd  it  fomcwhat  more  I  truft ;  v\ hen  e\cn  the 
thieves  at  Canton  when  corrected,  cried  out  to  a  young  officer  wha 
told  it  me.  Ah  majfa  John, you  Mandm^ins  want  to  bamboo  IFilkie ;  JVilkie 
bamboo  Ma?tdarhu  Fame  fo  extcnfive,  merit  Jo  admired,  was  in  1  J/ifS 
found  fufficient  to  fix  him  in  the  leat  of  firft  magiftratc  of  the  fiift  city 
in  the  world,  and  in  that  year  was  the  firft  blood  drawn  at  Lexington^ 
in  the  unnatural  conteft  between  Old  andNcw  England:  three  fummcrs 
more  law  France  helping  the  revolted  provinces,  which  called  them* 
fclves  now,  and  were  called  by  others,  the  Thirteen  States  of  America^ 
Our  common  parent  earth  thus  from  her  infidc  laborioully  cafb  forth 
maiTes  of  iron  ore  ^  dcftined  when  heated,  formed  and  iharpened^  to 
tear  up  her  tortured  fides  anew.  Oh  may  the  parallel  run  on,  and  let 
the  painful  procels  tend  at  length  to  fruAify,  not  ruin  us  for  ever.  The 
war  was  carried  on  meanwhile- with  ftill  alternate  lofs,  for  cvcij  Vidory 
when  over  one's  own  children  wears  her  laurel  mingled  with  weeping 
willow.  Arnold's qucftion  in  1 780,  when  he  a£ks,  "  What  is  America, 
unlefs  a  land  of  widows,  orplians,  beggars  ?''  muft  needs  flrikc  thofc 
who  like  mc  bad  heard  the  late  Lord  Mulgrave  fpeak  with  rapture  of 
their  glories  and  their  comforts  in  1  7O6 ;  but  preferring  independence 
to  felicity,  they  and  their  perfidious  friends  the  French  puffed  every 
trifling  advantage  on  their  fide,  and  feemed  to  contemn  every  failure^ 
left  lofs  fhould  be  accounted  corre  Aion.  The  exultation  of  foreigners 
•rendered  our  difputc  ftill  more  painful:  "  You  will  lofe  your  colonies 
now  quickly,'*  faid  a  French  nobleman  to  the  compiler  of  thefb  fa^ 
for  RetroJ^eSi :  "  I  know  not  indeed,  was  the  anfwcr,  how  fuch  a  conteft 
may  end  ttow,  that  America  is  defended  as  well  as  attacked  by  Engliihr 
men ;  they  refcued  it  eafdy  from  the  hands  of  France,  I  remember, 
about  fifteen  years  ago.'*  Our  dialogue  was  held  atFontainebleau  A.  D. 

*  1 775.     Doftor  Lort  too  going  over  London-bridge  a  winter  ot  two 

•  -  afterwards 
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afterwards  with  the  (ame  perfon,  in  company  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  cried  oat 
eagerly,  *'  Look,  Iook,-liere's  a  fliip  with  her  thirteen  ilripes,  held  taft 
**  in  our  port,  you  fee."  "  Alas,  fir!"  replied  the  author  of  the  Rambler, 
"  *tis  more  difgrace  to  us  that  fuch  a  ftancjard  Ihould  exift,  than  it 
"  would  be  either  benefit  or  triumph  could  we  drag  all  their  pretty 
*'  little  navy  hither,  as  Gulliver  did  the  fleet  of  Bldufcu."  The  comedy 
went  on  however,  a  comedy  of  errors  ;  play'd  at  our  joint  expence  for 
fport  of  knaves,  who  longed  to  fee  pulled  down  the  theatre,  and  hiflcd 
all  the  performers  who  amufed  them. 

D'Eilaing  s  attack  upon  the  Britilh  lines  at  Savannah,  where  after 
lofmg  the  battle  he  infulted  his  braver  allies,  might  Have  convinced 
America  even  then  what  falfe  friends  (lie  was  trufting  ;  and  monfieur 
de  Portairs  letter  to  ie  compte  de  St.  Germaine  1778>  mtg/it  have 
convinced  uSs  that  although  duty  was  dead  towards  England,  fome 
fparks  of  love  furvived.  But  our  home  teazcrs,  all  this  time  employed  in 
keeping  reconcilement  far  away,  even  while  they  pretended  to  wifh  it; 
hung  on  the  :wbeels  of  government,  clogged  each  exertion  to  conclude 
a  war,  which  Mr.  Bcliliam  himlelf  confefles  to  have  been  once  ap- 
proved even  by.  the  populace  of  England,  and  bawled  for  peace  againft 
the  parliament,  v^^hich  they  found  out,  while  they  contended  far 
American  independence,  was  not  independent  at  all,  but  on  the  con- 
trary,  a  mere  court  of  delegates  bound  to  obey  whom  they  had  chofcn 
to  command;  making  the  Houfe  of  Commons  out  to  be  mere  adors, 
ma/ks,  aud  moutlv- pieces  for  the  mob;  perfona  in  the  claffical  fenfe, 
bat  nothing  rnore.  Strange  that  they  could  not  or  would  not  recollc<5l 
tlmt  if  the  fcholars  of  Wellminfter  or  Eton,  Ihould  after  long  delibera- 
tion chufe  a  mafter,  the  canvaflcr  moft  zealous  would  in  five  months 
^  after  the  eledion  be  j^iftly  flogged  jby  his-  favourite  candidate  if  he  were 
caught  in  a  nautiny.  But  Montefquieu's  pofition,  that  in  a  free  ftate 
every  n?an  being  a  free  agent  ought  to  be.  concerned  in  his  own  go - 
Viemmem,  had  dazzled  many  eyes  with  its  falfe  colouring,  and  de- 
lighted many  by  its  fine  fh^ding ;  to  foUaw  it  however,  is.  b«it  catching 
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at  the  rainbow :  arid  Cowley  had  the  praifc  of  origmdity,  as  to  the 
fcntiment,  which  is  fcarce  tenabk  mcthinks,  while  members  of  Parlia- 
ment are  thcmfelves  fubjcft  to  the  laws  they  make;  he  who  firft  moves 
the  bill  muft,  if  it  pafles,  be  puniflied  fliould  he  break  it,  and  thofe 
^'ho  chnfc   their  members  for  feven   years  muft  hold  their  perfons 
I'acrcd,  not  infult  them.       The  anceftors  of  their  new  prottgh  in 
Nortli   America  had  entertained   higher  notions  concerning  parlia* 
mentary  power;  but  it  was  doomed  that  old   St.  Stephen's  chapel, 
which  had  in  lOlO  trampled  on  necks  of  kings,  and  quite  annihilated 
the  ancient  ariftocracy  of  the  realm,  fhoxild  in  1770  witnefs  the  ar- 
raignment of  Its  own  dignity  by  the  companions  of  its  own  order ; 
and  liften,  half-befieged  by  an  impetuous  populace,  to  inftruilions  from 
an  alehoufe  club.     Yet  notwithftanding  fhe  was  thus  both  fapped  and 
battered;  Britannia,  like  Achilles,  confident  of  ccleftia)  aid,  though 
every  now  and  then   diddering  and  (biggering,  when  the  leagued 
waters  thus  tore  up  the  ground  from  under  her,  propt  on  her  mafly 
fpcar  refifted  ftill,  turning  with  fullen  boldnefs  againft  the  tide  of  en- 
vious combination.   Byron  and  Barrington  proteded  our  Weft  Indies  ; 
Guadaloupe  fubmitted  to  our  arms,  and  D*OrviUiers  di^ppointed  «- 
treated  from  our  Ihores.     The  Spanifli  admiral,  like   him  who  had 
commanded  the  invincible  armada,  looked  on  Mount    Edgecuibbe 
with  a  longing  eye.     In  vain!  they  fled ;  and  left  to  John  the  painter 
all   the  praife   for  burning  Britilh  (ca-ports.     The  fame  ftem   fpirit 
of  fixed  refolution    refidcd  in   our   king.        A   rapid    fucccflion  of 
fcarcely  renumbered  minifters  poflirfling  neither  his  nor  Ws  people's 
confidence,  had  by    that  very   rapidity  of  fucceffion   weakened  the 
fal>rick  of  government,  and  ftorms  of  ill  applied  eloquciKC  lent  their 
affiftance  to  (hake  it.     Yet  fteady  in  his  own   unbending  principles, 
the  guardian  of  our  flate  ftlrrcd  not  with  all  their  efforts,  but  fcemed 
to  lay  with  Don  Sebaftian,  "  Why  let  them  empty  their  whole  quiver 
**  on  mc,  I  have  a  foul  that  like  an  ample  fliield,  can  take  m  all,  and 
^*  verge  enough  for  more/*  And  though  Lord  Chatham  had  pronounced 

his 
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^s  Majefty  the  grc^cll  courtier  of  his  own  court,  polHenefs  and 
conceffion  w^re  with  him  no  fynonymcs:  nor  has  one  day  paft  fince 
^without  evincing,  that  the  firm  texture  o(  a  well  condenfed  charafter 
is  above  all  things  valuable  in  high  iituations.  The  prince  who  yields 
to  popular  clamour  in  the  firfl  inftance  is  fure  to  fall,  and  drag  his  fub- 
je<Sb.  with  him.  When  the  fait  of  the  earth  hath  loft  its  favour,  where- 
with (hall  it  be  falted  ?  fays  the  gofpel.  When  the  kcy-ftone  of  go- 
vernment lofes  its  weight  and  ftrcngth,  wherewith  ihall  it  be  fup- 
ported  ?  iays  common  fcnfc.  Our  fovereigix's  exterior  fmooth  and 
graceful,  embellifhed  by  the  fine  arts,  which  he  both  patronized  and 
"  praiftifed,  gave  curfbry  obfcrvers  ill-placed  hopes  of  pliant  flexibility 
within;  but 

Triflers  not  ev^n  in  trifling  can  excel, 
'Tis  only  fo/id  bodies  poilJ7i  well ! 

Since  the  acceflion  of  his  Brunfwick  Iioufc,  a  manifcft  change  (ira^ 
provement  we  muft  call  it)  with  regard  to  civil  fociety  had!  taken 
place  'r  and  the  laft  thirty  jiears,  from  1750  to  1780^  made  an  almoft 
tniraculous  alteration  m  London  and  country  manners^  Tumpike- 
toads>'  made  fmooth  as  garden-walks  were  formerly,  by  waggons  w  ith 
toller  wheeb,  fuperfeding  tfaofe  droves  of  pack-horfes,  I  fo  well  re- 
member, £icilitated  connexion  with  the  capital;  and  our  old  coach 
and  fix  loaded  with  hams  and  pies,  lifted  out  of  iioughs,  and  lighted 
by  moon  Ian  thorns  carried  in  the  hands  of  aukward  fervants,  half  he- 
reditary  in  the  family,  was  laid  afide  for  pert  poftillions  to  our  chaifc 
and  four..  No  more  fubftantial  tradefmen-  deigned  refpedfully  to  at- 
tend the  carriage  out  of  town  for  ten  or  twenty  miles,  when  the  reccfs 

'  of  Parliament  drove  home  the  member's  lady  and:  her  daughters,  rc- 
leafing  the  tire-woman  and  dancing- matter's  care.  No  more  great- 
coated  tenants,  opulent  farmers>  met  to  receive  them  near  their 
country  feat,  admiring  at  young  madam's  main  improvement,:  and 
making  her  mama  more  than  amends  by  reverent  and  finccre  blcflings 

*  on  her  children,  for  lofs  of  a  London  concert-room  or  playhoufe,  and. 
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the  joy  of  being  handed  by  lords  to  her  taflelled  chair.  On  the  contrary, 
traders  in  London  fct  up  their  phaeton,  and  fine  out^riders:  kept  their 
gay  villa  for  the  diamonded  wife ;  their  elegant  apartments  in  Titch- 
ficldftreet,  where  lived  the  gawdy  ribboned  miftrcfs;  their  hunting- 
box  befide  in  fome  near  fporting  county,  where  to  retire  after  a  turtle 
fcaft,  and  play  at  billiards  with  an  eafy  friend.  Farmers  Bragwell  and 
Wealthy,  meanwhile,  drefTed  their  girls  in  new  (hot  lutcflring  negli- 
gees, and  fcnt  them  to  church  only  to  Ihew  how  they  out-lhotic  their 
landlady  :  at  home  they  read  romances  and  worked  catgut ;  finging 
a  fong  fometimes  to  pleafe  papa,  no  \ongCT  father^  nor  as  fuch  obeyed ; 
but  buficd  to  inflra(5l  his  reprefentatives,  talk  of  the  bill  of  rights, 
roar  againfl  taxes,  lamenting  flill  the  long  protracted  war  with  fellows 
w  ho  were  fighting  for  their  liberty  ;  and  feeling  (to  fay  true)  no 
deeper  fears  than  left  the  King  (hould  poffefs  too  much  influence,  the 
Parliament  too  much  power. 

While  men  had  undergone  fuch  mighty  changes,  they  failed  not  to 
operate  upon  places  too.  Every  commerdal  town  added  to  its  build- 
ings ;  the  capital  was  beautified  by  every  polBblc  mode,  and  for  one 
bridge  over  our  river,  and  that  crouded  with  houfes ;  three  elegant 
ones  now  adorned  theThajnes,  and  70,000  mariners  protcdcd  her  com- 
merce. Their  firft  magiilrate,  one  year  a  man  of  quality  and  ancient 
houfc,  one  year  a  travelled  beau,  and  one  year  a  man  of  wit  and 
pleafure  on  the  gay  town  of  London,  no  longer  afforded  by  his  cha- 
racter as  cockney,  mirth  to  the  merry  country  Yquires  that  ufcd  .to 
relate  orvcr  their  evening  bowl,  how  my  Lord  Mayor,  when  hunting 
with  a  pack  of  little  beagles,  being  informed  that  the  hare  was  coming 
pad  him,  drew  his  fword,  and,  in  a  pofturc  of  defence,  exclaimed  tri- 
umphantly ;  "  Why,  let  him  come  I  with  the  help  of  my  God,  I  fear 
**  him  not."  The  high  partition- wall  that  kept  forac  feparation  be- 
tween ranks  and  charaAcrs  broke  down  on  every  fide,  and  pleafing 
novelties  baflccd  in  the  newly -admitted  funfhine  of  affluence.  Fainting 
ilourlfhed  under  itSToyal  patron  ;  mechanick  arts  arrived  at  their  acme, 
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fent  ipecimens  of  their  work  to  every  foreign  kingdom,  and  Mr, 
Wedgcwood's  new  etruria  became  the  wonder  of  other  courts  as  of 
pur  own.  Cotton  and  thread  manufactories  produced  liew  proofs  of 
invention  every  day,  loweiing  the  price  of  oriental  commodities.  The 
rich  brocades  and  gay  tobines  gave  place  to  chintz  and  calico  for  fe- 
male wear;  fpinning.  jennies  were  contrived  to  haften  thefe  produc- 
tions, fleam  engines  to  facilitate  rougher  operations ;  machines  imi- 
tated mortals  to  unhoped  perfedion,  and  men  found  out  they  were 
themfelves  machines.  The  new  philofophy,  as  it  was  rightly  called, 
pervaded  all  the  meetings  of  the  workmen  even  .  in  country  towns  ^ 
and  while  at  Robinhood  fociety  in  Ixmdon,.  every  blafphemous  opinion 
was  blurted  out,  becaufe  to  reprefs  it  was  an  infringement  on  free- 
dom ;  and  one  orator  was  admired  for  having  laid>  ^'  That  he  and  his 
horie  being  of  the  ian>e  nature^  intended  tb  be  buried  in  the  fame 
grave ;"  the  fexual  lyftem  o£  Linnaeus  gaining  ground,  led  us^  to  exalt 
vegetables  in  equal  proportion.  The  fancy  indeed  was  not  new. 
Latona  reclines  againft  the  female  palm-tree,  when  about  to  bring 
forth  Apollo  and  Diana,  becaufe,  like  her,  if  fhe  dies^  ibe  will  revive 
in  her  young  ones,  and  diiiliie  future  exigence  through  the  living 
world.^  Some  modern  fcholars  had  hazarded  a  like  opinion,  and 
Dr.  Grew  read  his  to  tlie  Royal  Society  as  early  as  16 7O.  Mr.  Ray 
faid  IHU  more  on  the  fame  fubjeit  twenty  years  after,  in  his  preface  ; 
and  old  Labat  was  only  laughed  at  for  protefting  that  they  had  good 
dates  growing  in  their  convent-garden  at  Martinico,  thougli  no  tree  of 
the  kind  could  be  found  nearer  than  two  leagues.    'Twas  a.  monaftick 
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*  The  Babylonians  had  many  ages  ago-  xiunataHied  a  notion,  that  the  wafp  went 
from  the  male  palm-tree  to  the  female,  and  carried  impregnation  with  it.  This  is  fo 
true,  that  the  Arabs  called  them  palm-tree  flies ;  and  there  is  an  allufion  (as  I  haTe 
read)  in  Perffck  language,  making  it  a  joke,  to  fay  **-The  flies  have  been  there^" 
when  ladies,  like  Gay's  Doris,  ought  to  ezciaim — 

Good  heav'n  !  (Ihc  cries), 
Dicfend  me  fiX)m  thefe  teazingj^/Vi. 

^  Vol.  II.  3  I  palm^. 
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palm,  the  anfwcrcrs  replied,  and  botany  was  better  ftadied  every 
day. 

It  has  in  the  courfe  of  this  RftrojPe^  been  Ibmcwhere  obferved, 
how  the  tall  elms,  or  limes,  difpofed  in  long  rows,  and  meeting  at 
prodigious  heighth,  impervious  to  the  fun ;  gave  to  our  anceftors  the 
ftately  imagery  realized  by  them  in  the  Supporting  pillar- work  i>f  their 
antique  cathedrals,  halls,  and  colleges.  This  taile  had  yielded  in  its 
turn  to  one  for  buildings  neither  Grecian  nor  Gothick,  neither  an^le 
nor  commodious;  fturdy  rather  than  ftrong,  and  occupying  ipace, 
rather  than  beftowing  it.  Lord  Burlington  had  introduced  a  better 
mode  than  this,  not  far  in  the  century,  and  dofe-clipt  hedges  whichi 
had  accompanied  thofe  houfes  of  the  lafl:  reigns,  neat  but  flat,  ipiritLeis 
and  unmeaning,  fuddenly  dropt  away ;  land  were  fuccecded  by  the 
fmooth  lawn  and  fweetly-tangling  ihrubbery.  My  heart  yet  dances 
with  the  fond  remembrance  of  its  firfl  extaAes,  when  my  relaticms, 
led  or  by  accident  or  curiofity,  took  me  with  them  to  PprterVlodgc, 
a  place  near  Shenley-hill,  in  Hertfordfliire,  w^hcre  my  young  eyes  firft 
opening  upon  rural  elegance,  felt  it  an  Eden  after  the  dull  walks  of 
.  uniform  Eaft  Hyde,  whence  gardener*s  (heers,  with  their  unceafing 
noife,  exiled  the  nightingales  ;  and  tonfile  yew*trces*,  cut  in  aukward 
forms,  robbed  the  poor  country  of  its  deardft  charm,  that  of  affording 
frcflmefs  to  the  fancy,  and  fubftituting  fylvan  ideas  in  a  mind  bat- 
tered and  dufted  by  long  refidencc  within  a  city's  waU. 

One  Mr.  Brown,  native  of  Stowe^  I  jthink,  a  fcrvant  to  Lord  Cob* 
ham,  claims  the  honour  of  reinftating  nature  in  her  rights,  and  fcat'mg 
her  once  more  upon  her  ruftick  throne.  When  his  fuperior  talents 
had  procured  that  portion  of  wealth,  and  well-deferved  eftecm,  which 
fuch  uncommon  merit  had  called  forth  ;  we  are  told  that  his  carriage 
met  by  chance  that  of  the  great  Lord  Chatham,  wliere  it  was  difficult 
to  difcngage  the  wheels.  At  parting,  Pitt  called  out  at  the  coach 
windows,  ^'  Well,^o  you  now  and  adorn  England," — **  Go  you,"  re- 
plied Browm,  *'  ^xAprefcrve  it."     The  hand  with  which  iie  fleered 
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the  Kelm  o£  ftate,  had  certainly  preferved  us  from  the  then  impending 
danger ;  but  we  were  fince  that  day  driven  too  clofcly  to  the  contrary 
ihore,  nor  did  the  q^iickfand  fccm  lefs  dangerous  than  the  rock.  He 
had  himfelf  in  fome  meafnre  contributed  to  our  diftrefs,  and  we  had 
to  regret  his  kcencfi  of  contempt  for  every  meafure  adopted  by  evcrV 
fiicceflbr :  men  capable  of  imitating  Pitt  only  in  his  profufion.  Pitt ! 
whole  abilities  unequalled  as  uncontroulabk,  were  viewed  with 
wonder,  almoii  excluiive  even  of  envy's  felf.  A|^hcn  Walpolc  was 
difmifled  from  office  duties>  the  man  was  with  the  miniftcr  annihi- 
lated. This  he  confeflcd,  when  pulling  down  a  book  in  his  fine 
library  at  Houghton-hall;  he  found  attention  flown,  and  tried  another, 
returning  that  toa  to  the  Ihelf,  a  third  was  fetched  ;  '*  But  ah,"  ex- 
claimed Sir  Robert,  ^*  long  habits  of  bufinefs  have  quite  poifbned 
"  plcafiirc,  I  can  make  none  from  literature  at  leaft.''  Lord  Chatham, 
on  the  contrary,  cultivated  his  own  fertile  mind  with  unremitted  care, 
in  place  or  out ;  and  pouring  the  furplus  upon  that  of  his  fon,  fecurcd 
to  us  the  only  fuccclTor  worthy  himfelf;  as  Adrian  when  he  died 
adopted  Antonine.  After  having  perhaps  felt  the  impoffibiiity  that 
thofc  Ihould  be  fubdued  by  gentle  methods,  whom  he  himfelf  had 
ibothed  into  rclHlance,  by  recommending  on  our  parts  perpetual  con- 
ccffions,  bidding  us 

Be  to  their  faults  a  little  Mind, 

Be  to  their  virtue$  very  kind,  &c. 

His  laft  appearance  in  that  venerable  houfe,  which  had  {6  often  wit- 

■ 

ncflcd  his  eloquence,  and  bowed  (as  it  did  then)  to  his  acknowledged 
fupcriority,  was  to  oppofe  the  mean  difmemberment  of  England's 
folid  empire.  "  This  ancient  and  noble  tnonarchy,  my  lords,"  as  it  that 
day  was  called  by  him  who  fo  well  knew  each  point  in  the  political 
compafs.  Let  then  the  laji  words  of  the  jfr/?  fpealcer  upon  earth,  be 
indelibly  iniprefTcd  on  every  heart ;  and  Let  each  inhabitant  of  this 
ifland  deprecate  all  vile  proftrations  at  the  foot  of  France,  whofc  pow- 
ers, even  when  united  with  thofe  of  Spain,  Holland,  and  America, 
he  died  defying.  To  this  great  ftatefman's  fliining  charadcr  \va$  fuper- 
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added  that  of  a  long  lift  of  writers,  formed  to  embellifh  even  an  Au- 
guftan  age  ;  Hume,  Smith  and, Gibbon,  Robcrtlbn,  Gray  and  Mel- 
moth :  while  Bcattie,  Blair,  and  Johnfon,  ftrove  to  amettd  it.  The  iaft, 
dcjtfus  et  brevtsyfemperjibl  cofi/iansy  like  Thucydlde$ ;  fixing  at  length  the 
limits  of  that  language,  in  which  he  taught  sv  pure  morality  drawn 
from  its  facred  fource,  the  fount  of  tmth.  Fergpfon  ipuming  our  low 
fpot  called  earth,  fent  his  fublimcr  contemplations  to  the  iky,  where 
he  had  the  felicity  |p  fee,  in  1  761,  the  repetition  of  that  beautiful  phe- 
nomenon, a  tranfit  of  Venus,  promifed  by  Kepler  when  he  firft  con- 
ftruAed  the  Rudolphine  tables*  1598,  and  obfcrved  by  Horrox,  our  in- 
genious countryman,  in  1O39,  whofe  latin  letter  to  Crabtrec  on  the 
fubjed  is  particularly  elegant.  Bryant  meantime  brought  to  the  bcft 
caufe  fupport  from  the  beft  learning ;  and  Jones,  like  the  white  ftone 
of  the  apocalypfe,  the  gnoftick  ahrqfax,  leaving  his  white  mind 
ahrafa  tabula  carte  blanche ;  carried  to  India  a  foul  clear  from  pre- 
judice, prompt  to  receive  thofe  truly  iacred  impreffions  he  fince  has 
been  defirous  to  reproduce  as  truths  engraved  by  oriental  eloquence. 
Yet  were  the  tljirty  years  we  arc  reviewing,  oddly  polluted  by  \m- 
natural  falfehoods,  and  people  not  contented  to  tell  lies,  Ihed  in 
them.  George  Pfalmanazar,  who  had  eaten  raw  flefli  and  wor- 
fhipped  the  fun,  to  make  men  fancy  him  a  native  of  F<Minola,  was 
fcarcc  cold  in  earth  before  new  fidlions,  new  fables  perplexed  us.  An 
obfcure  girl,  by  a  meanly  conftruded  tale,  fet  London  in  a  fever  of 
difcordant  opinions  ;  and  the  mayor,  who  wi(hed  to  pimiih  what  he 
deemed  perjurj ,  fcarcely  efcaped  with  life  from  her  adherents.  A  boy 
counterfeiting  nephritick  pains  he  never  felt,  fuffered  in  Guy's  hofpital 
the  firft  incifion  of  lithotomy,  before  he  would  confeis  'twas  all  a  trick; 
and  fome  years%fter  that,  the  Douglas  caufe  drawn  to  di/graceftd 
length,  fliowed  that  high  birth  was  no  fecurity  againft  fufpicion  of  a 
black  impofture.  Strange  literary  fraudulence  was  found  in  Lauder, 
charged  on  Macpherfon,  and  proved  clear  on  Chattcrton.     Junius, 

^  The  Rudolphine  tables  were  fo  called  from  the  etuperor  Rodolpbus,  mentioned 

ia  this  Rctrofpe£f. 
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xSad  in  complete  darknefs,  darted  malignant,  and  yet  undctcfted 
fiafhes  of  wit  and  anger  through  the  gloom,  hitting  fome  virtuous  and 
well  meaning  paffengers;  but  chiefly  dircfting  his  air-guns  againft  the 
throne,  and  taking  up  attention  in  a  town  where  no  man  read  for  in- 
ftruiftion,  but  every  one  for  curiofity.  A  pleafing  writer.  Brown,  in 
his  eftimate  had  given  a  true  pilJhire  of  our  falfchoods  and  follies  fome 
years  before ;  as  his  book  was  but  fhort,  it  was  read,  quoted,  and  for- 
gotten in  twelve  months,  having  run  through  twelve  editions :  but 
even  he  was  not  aware  of  the  changes  which  literature  was  about  to 
experience,  when  thofe  who  profefled  and  called  themfelves  Chriflian 
fcholars,  confined  their  ftudies  of  divinity  to  two  little  pocket  volqmes; 
written  with  much  fpirit  and  acutenefs  by  Soame  Jenyns,  a  gentlenaan 
who  made  the  delight  of  his  particular  circle,  but  who  had  never  I  fup- 
polc  entertained  a  notion  of  feeing  himfelf  rated  as  a  polemick  of  fix- 
icorc  duodecimo  pages.  Yet  when  the  Bifhop  of  London  before  ordi* 
nation  afked  a  young  gentleman  whether  he  confidered  himfelf  as 
grounded  in  theology,  *'  My  Lord,  I  have  read  Jenyns  i  Evidence  quite 
through,**  vras  the  reply.  The  Unbeliever's  Creed,  printed  in  a  weekly 
paper  called  ConnoifTeur,  had  likewife  its  momentary  efleft,  and  de- 
ferved  lailing  remembrance,  as  the  fprightliefl  and  moft  compendious 
anfwer  to  the  Dubieties  of  Hume,  and  his  contradiftory  aflertions  con^ 
ceraing  every  thing  vifiblc  as  invifible. 

Example. — I  believe  that  there  is  no  God,  but  that  matter  is  God, 
and  God  is  matter,  and  that  it  is  no  matter  whether  therq 
be  any  God  or  no. 

I  believe  that  the  world  was  not  made,,  that  the  world 
made  itfelf,  that  it  had  no  beginning,  and  yet  that  it  will 
lafl  for  ever,  world  without  end. 

I  believe  that  there  is  no  fuch  tWng  as  religion,  that  na- 
tural religion  is  the  befl  of  all  ridigions,  and  that  all  reli- 
•  gion  is  perfedly  unnattiraL 

There 
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There  arc  other  articles,  but  for  frelh  proof  of  that  uucertamty 
which  we  were  mentioning,  and  which  found  itfelf  able  to  lurk 
among  the  common  conne<5lion3  of  life  in  a  thronged  capital  for 
twenty  years,  d'Eon,  dreffed  up  in  women*s  clothes,  muft  be  pro- 
duced ;  laughing  at  the  grave  men  who  had  endured  difputes  about 
diplomacy,  as  at  the  gay  men  who  had  accepted  challenges  to  fight4, 
from  one,  who  though  diftinguiflied  in  the  field  for  bravery,  and  in  the 
qabmet  for  fineffe,  meant  not  as  it  appears  to  end  life  uno  tmore,  the 
expreilion  of  due  de  Nivemois  in  their  long  correfpondence.  To  this 
ei^traordinary  deceit,  all  Europe  now  is  deemed  to  have  been  the  dupei 
except  le  Prince  dc  Conti :  although  the  name  might  have  put  people 
upon  their  guard,  it  was  ailumed  by  an  impoftor  from  the  fame  country 
five  centuries  ago,  the  ptrfpn  then  defired  to  pafs  for  the  Meffiah  ;  and 
when  I  read  that  h^  was  called  (fEon,  it  {buck  me  that  fuch  an  appel-* 
lation  was  well  chofen  to  expreis  a  dubious  undetermined  charadcT« 
But  Retro/pe£fion  has  to  do  only  with  realities. 
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SKETCH  OF  THE  SITUATION  OF  PORTUGAL,  SPAIN, 

FRANCE,  ITALY  AND  GERMANY, 

FROM    1750    TO    I78O. 

IN  the  firft  volume  of  this  general  Retro/pe£I,  ages  were  exhibited  in 
which  no  private  vices  of  a  prince  or  pontiff  had  much  effeft  to- 
wards throwing  down  the  honotxred  feat  he  fate  on.  Our  glals  takes 
in  its  prefent  field  moments  in  which  no  private  virtues,  cither  of  civil 
or  ecclefiaftical  rulers,  could  be  found  of  power  to  fupport  it.  Don 
Jofeph  de  Brazil  fucceeded  his  good  father,  John  the  fifth,  upon  thtf 
^laft  day  of  July,  4  750.  Though  he  had  no  fons  by  his  confort,  a  Spa- 
nilh  princefs,  he  lived  well  with  her ;  and  though  he  confidered  the 
treaty  with  her  native  country  as  fomewhat  difadvantageous  to  his  own, 
ht  ratified  it,  faying,  *^  That  no  interefted  confiderations  fhould  ever  lead 
a  king  to  break  his  word/*  They  could  not  lead  him  ever  to  love 
Great  Britain,  or  confent,  lave  by  connivance  jor  compulfion,  at  our  re- 
ceiving Portugal  gold  in  change  for  com,  of  which  his  nation  itood  in 
no  fmall  need  about  the  year  1/54.  Jofeph's  attachment  to  the  pomp 
of  a  tfhurch,  whofe  power  he  was  by  no  means  unwilling  to  controul, 
caufed'his  cold  looks  on  England  which  had  left  it:  yef  when  the 
dreadful  firft  of  Noveftiber,  1 755,  (hook  his  whole  kingdom  in  a  fright- 
ful mannef,  and  nearly  devoured  his  finely-fituated  capital,  'twas  from 
the  Engfifh  that  he  firft  received  thofe  complimentary  addrefTes  and 
civilities,  which  his  own  fubjefls  feemed  fuUenly  difinclined  to  pay, 
^ring  the  hortofs  of  that  dreadful  week,  when  amid  the  hideous  prof- 
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peft  of  ninety- fix  thoufand  human  creatures  fuddenly  deftroyed  by  ^re, 
famine  and  earthquake,  their  fovcrelgn  had  the  additional  mortification 
to  obferve  friars  haranguing  the  terrified  furvivors,  and  imputing  this 
general  defolatlon  to  their  king,  qufccn,  and  miniflers.     Much  encreafe 
of  evil  was  by  this  folly  added  to  the  endurance  of  a  court,  whofe  orders 
being  liltic  regarded,  only  produced  more  confufifln ;  and  whofe  per- 
fonal  danger  from  madnefs  of  a  frenzied  multitude,  was  beft  counter- 
acted by  the  aftivity  of  aur  ambaflador,  and  the  foft  voice  of  Lamber- 
tini's  nuncio.   That  of  the  Englifti  fa<5lory,  fo  numerous  and  wealthy, 
only  nineteen  fouls  were  loft  in  this  diftrefs,  ftruck  not  the  fenfelefs 
inhabitants ;  who,  grown  delirious  with  terror,  and  fuperftitious  rage, 
feized  a  young  clerk  to    iome  Proteftant  houfe>  hurried  him  about 
flirieking,  hcretick !  heretick  !  in  his  ears,  and  rcfblved,  amidftdead  and 
dying,  to  re- baptize  hinv  by  force.  The  youth,  newly  arrived  at  Lifbon, 
igiV>rant,of  their  language,  and  incapable  of  comprehending  why  h^  was 
fmgled  out  for  this  extraordinary  traniadlion,  loft  his  wits;  and  remained 
many  months  (what  wonder  ?)  a  confined  lunatick.     Meanwhile,  Sto- 
quelaar,  the  Hamburgh  conful,  who  lived  at  Colares,  twenty  miles  out 
of  town,  had,  on  the  3lft  of  OAober^made  obfervation  of  a  ftrange  fog 
rifmg  from  the  fea  in  form  of  a  tree,  not  unlike  that  Sir  William  Hamil- 
ton has  fince  defcribed,  preceding  an  eruption  of  Vefuvius;  and,  ere  the 
firft,  concuflion  came  next  morning,  being  alone  in  the  fields,  near  his 
own  country  Icat,  he  perceived  eledrick  fparks  ftrike  from  the  moun- 
tains round,  with  noife  incredible;  and,  flill  advancing  homeward, 
plainly  faw  the  ftrong  vibration  of  his  firm-built,  houie  rockii^  from, 
weft  to  eaft,  but  not  thrown  down :  while  he,,  amidft  the  open  plain,, 
could  fcarce  fbpport  himfelf  from  falling,  or  keep  hi&  ienies  clear  to. 
view  what  paft :  fuch  was  the  deafening  clamour  that  arole  in  a  calm 
funftiineday,  and  fiich  the  horrors  that  ovcxwhelmcd  his  heart,  at 
fight  of  a  diftant  village  all  at  once  confumed>  and  in  it&.placc  a  lale., 
Thefe  fhocks  went  on,  with  fbmetimes  more,  fbmetimes  lefs  vio- 
lence,  till  the  next  Chriftraas-day,  when  all  was  ftill ;  but  the  inhab^ 
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tants  of  Portugal,  grcateft  and  leaft,  went  not  to  reft  for  many  follow- 
ing years  without  placing  a  Imall  bundle  of  clothes  by  the  bcdfide  in 
cafe  of  night-alarms. 

To  fay  true,  the  earth  was  much  c6nvulfcd  in  all  her  quarters.  Grand 
Cairo  loft  two- thirds  of  its  inhabitants  in  1754,  and  Mctcline  was 
almoft  fwallowed  up  the  April  before  this  cruel  dcvaftation  of  poor 
Liflxjn.  What  happened  in  Peru,  was  perhaps  too  little  regarded  by 
us ;  although  their  fufferings  were  far  greater  than  any  Europe  had  been 
fcourgcd  with ;  thunder  ftorms  indeed,  and  frightful  hurricanes  did 
mark  this  period,  in  almoft  every  ifland,  every  continent.  Many  new 
fountains  of  water  burft  out  in  Great  Britain,  and  an  unufual  fwelling 
of  the  tide  was  obferved  by  various  people  on  our  coafts,  and  while 
the  king  deeply  affedcd,  proclaimed  a  faft  expreffive  of  his  fenti- 
mcnts  excited  by  fuch  terrible  phenomena,  his  generous  parliament 
voted  100,000l.  for  the  relief  of  their  Portugueze  allies;  forming  a 
ftrong  contraft  between  the  rational  and  religious  feelings  of  our  An- 
glican church,  to  the  fierce  bigotry  and  burfts  of  ill-undcrftood  piety 
upon  the  continent.  Four  years  after  this  tremendous  occurrence,  the 
grand  confpiracy  (et  on  foot  by  Due  d'Aveiro,  Marchionefs  Tav'ora,  and 
the  reft  of  them  ;  princes  diftantly  related  to  the  Britifh  crown,  and 
bearing  among  other  titles,  that  of  Lencajire — againft  this  fame  Jofeph, 
only  becaufe  he  had  concerned  hi mfclf  about  fome  marriage  in  their 
family,  proved  a  prodigious  change  among  the  minds  of  men,  who  ufed 
to  take  the  fovreign's  interference,  for  an  honour  to  their  houfe,  not  an 
infringement  on  their  Uheriy  :  nor  was  what  pafled  at  execution  of  thcfe 
noble  criminals  lefs  worth  remark.  People  were  ibrry  for  ihem  as  it 
appeared,  not  for  the  objcd  of  their  fanguinary  revenge  ;  although  the 
aflafiins,  excited  as  was  then  fuppofed  by  Jcfuit  Malagrlda,  and  paid  by 
thefe  nobles,  w  ith  only  40  moidorcs  a-picce  ;  muft  have  had  hearts  as 
hard  as  viayra,  to  ufe  their  ov/n  odd  proverb,  borrowed  from  Malay 
language  as  I've  read  ;  in  which  a  aijra  is  the  word  for  adamant.  The 
king's  conduft  was  that  of  faint  and  herb  combined.  With  fix  flugs 
received  into  the  region  of  the  brcaft,  and  his  right  arm  torn  from  the 
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(houldcr  to  the  eltx)w ;  he  had  preience  of  mind  to  make  the  carriage 
turn  about,  on  recoUei^ng  that  his  firft  furgeon  had  a  country  feat  not 
far  from  where  the  aflault  was  given.  When  arrived  there ;  he  fuffercd 
not  his  wounds  to  be  examined  till  he  had  confefled  his  fins,  and  received 
abfolution  from  a  neighbouring  miniiler,  after  which,  and  not  before,  a 
meiTenger  was  permitted  to  inform  the  queen,  and  fecretaries  of  flate. 
His  next  care  was  to  obtain  a  difpenfation  for  his  daughter,  Maria  Frances 
Ifabella,  the  prcfent  fovereign,  to  marry  Don  Pedro,  by  whom  ilie  has  a 
fbn.  In  1 762,  when  war  broke  out  again  between  Spain  and  England, 
he  nobly  rejeftcd  every  overture  made  him,  to  join  againft  his  generous 
friends  in  Great  Britain,  but  (aw  with  forrow  more  than  equal  to  our 
own,  a  Lifbon  packet,  bound  for  Falmouth,  with  one  hundred  thou- 
fand  Jofephufes  on  board,  captured  by  fome  Barbary  corfairs.  This 
was  a  fpecies  of  traffick  he  detefted  ;  and  in  fad,  after  a  fleet  of  ours 
entered  the  Tagus,  and  faved  their  country  from  a  real  or  pretended  Spa- 
nifli  invafion,  accelerating  the  peace  of  Fontainebleau ;  I  remember 
feeing  but  little  Portugal  gold  in  our  London  circulation  ;  with  his 
death,  in  1777,  we  will  difmifs  this  realm,  whofe  ruler,  when  long  ill- 
neis  had  broken  down  that  fpirit  which  earthquakes  could  not  iliake, 
nor  afTailination  fubdue ;  ient  for  a  famous  St.  Michael,  from  iome 
church,  where  its  peculiar  virtues  were  venerated — and' endeavouring 
to  falute  the  little  figure  reverentially,  kifTed  by  miflake  the  dragon  at 
its  foot:  a  courtier  prefent,  at  this  chance  exclaiming,  **  Oh  great  God! 
"  what  will  come  next?  Our  king  has  kifTed  the  Devil!"  On  the  inflanr, 
convulfions  flrongly  and  fwiftly  reiterated,  fclzed  and  deflroyed  poor 
Jofeph's  feeble  frame.  His  fuccefTor  Maria,  when  inaugurated,  found 
popularity  not  difficult  to  acquire.  She  rcleafed  a  baby  brother  of 
young  Tavora,  and  took  from  his  dungeon,  the  old  bifliop  of  Coimbra, 
who  for  charging  the  Marquis  de  Pombal,  chief  miniftcr,  with  herefy ; 
though  not  without  good  reafbn  as  I  have  heard  ;  had  undergone  a  long 
and  folitary  imprifonment.  Yet  did  the  evil  dcfliny  of  jcfuitifm  drive 
forward  in  all  countries  to  a  crifis.     Ferdinand  of  Spain's  deep-rooted 
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forrow  for  his  confort*s  death,  contributed  to  forward  this  event :  he 
ceafed  all  care  for  bufinefs,  and  remained  hopelefs  of  ever  more  enjoy- 
ing pleafure,  deprived  of  his  companion^  the  gentle  Maddalena.     In 
vain  bis  courtiers  told  him  of  the  earthquake,  in  vaip  his  once  beloved 
jefuits  were  accufed  of  confpiting  his  once  beloved  brother-in-law's 
murder:  '*  Bid  Farinelli  come  (faid  he,  interrupting  them)  and  fmg  the 
"  queen  s  favourite  air/'     This  ftate  of  melancholy  could  not  laft  very 
long;  fb  that  while  Malagrida's  being  fuppofed  to  meddle  in  pjots  for 
taking  away  their  king's  life,  enraged,  and  not  unjuftly,  the  Portugueze 
againft  that  order;  Don  Carlos,  who  on  his  half-brother's  death,  was 
called  to  bear  the  Spanilh  fceptre,  and  didaftually  fliake  it  royally  enough 
over  every  thing  but  prejudice ;  was  made  to  believe  that  the  ftrange 
infurreftion  againft  his  edid:  for  throwing  off  flap't  hats  and  fhort 
clokes,  in  the  year   )  7 60,  was  dire<fted  fecretly  by  jefuits,  who  loved 
the  old  drefs,  and  the  old  proverb  attached  to  it :  Debaxa  de  ml  capa  al 
rey  ml  mata.*     Be  this  charge  true  or  falfe :  what  moft  attrads  a  Retro- 
JpeSiors  notice,  is  the  new  cry  then  firft  adopted  at  Madrid — Bha  la 
libertad ;  and  the  mob's  tender  care  of  my  Lord  Rochford,  whom  a 
few  years  before  they  would  have  burned,  or  chriftened,  as  the  mad 
fools  at  Lifbon  did  the  clerk.     It  is  to  be  obfcrvfd,  befide,  that  iymp- 
toms  of  revolt  appeared  in  all  the  South  American  colonies  about  this 
time,  that  the  king  In  a  manner  abfcondcd  from  his  capital  eight 
months,  and  came  back  at  laft  in  no  good  humour,  having  dlfchargcd 
his  miniftcr  to  appeafe  the  troubles.     Don  Carlos  was  a  ftcrn  harfli 
charader,  hated  England,  yet  fuffcred  us  to  catch  his  Acapulco-mcn, 
bccaufe  he  never  would  afford  them  convoy.     When  he  paiTcd  through 
Italy  from  Naples,  the  Pope  meant  to  fpare  empty  etiquette,  and  met 
him  in  the  garden  as  by  accident,  but  the  king  proftrating  himfcif  at 
his  feet,  Lambertini  turning  towards  his  courtiers,  was  feen  to  fuppref^ 
a  laugh  at  the  ftudied  aukwardnefs  of  his  manner.     It  was  no  good 
joke  though  when  forms  went  out  ib  faft,  and  fovcreigns  fet  the  door 
fo  wide  to  let  them  through,  that  many  wife  things,  and  many  good 
ones  crouded  out  at  the  fame  time. 

*  Under  one  cloke  even  kings  may  be  killed. 
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Don  Carlos  helped  to  polllh  his  new  country  :  'twas  his  reign  that 
faw  fuppreffed  thofe  unaca>untable  things,  called  loas^  ibme  of  which 
were  afted  for  his  amufement,  in  the  country,  whilft  Squillace  was 
hooted  out  of  the  metropolis.  In  ihofc  dramas,  none  but  women  were 
permitted  on  the  ftage,  where  that  monarch  thought  it  beneath  the 
dignity  of  man  to  appear.  He  drorc  Farinelli  from  his  court,  faid, 
Los  cappones  fon  haenos  fohre  las  mefaSj  and  honoured  a  rcprefentation 
with  his  prefence,  of  which  the  following  was  the  dramatis  perfonae ; 
it  muft  have  been  a  curious  piece : 

"^  Athelfm A  monftrous  figure. 

The  Synagogue      ....     A  filthy  woman. 

The  Heathen  Religion      .     .     An  ugly  lady. 

Baptifm A  fine  boy. 

Wit, Drefled  as  a  young  man. 

And  St.  Paul  ....  Habited  as  a  grave  perfbnage. 
Yet  fuch  were  the  theatrical  ihows  which  he  deliberately,  as  Fve  read, 
preferred  to  the  delightful  dramas  of  the  correft,  elegant,  and  tender 
Metaftafio.  A  prince  fo  partial  to  old  ufages,  Ihould  not  have  banifhed 
flap*t  hats  and  clokes,  while  he  encouraged  thefe  incongruities,  numer- 
ous as  ftrangc,  among  which,  the  devil  turned  preacher,  by  Calderon 
della  Barca,  beats  them  all  for  humorous  oddity.  The  Speftator^s  ftory 
of  a  trick  plaid  by  two  coquettes,  in  a  French  province,  who  fwathc 
their  lover,  is  taken,  I  believe,  from  a  Spaniih  Mociganga,  whence  it 
crept  into  a  little  book  called,  T Academic  Galante,  printed  1 708 ; 
yet  while  fcenic  rcprefentation  lingered  far  behind,  Peter  CoUinfbn 
fays,  "  They  knew  how  to  plant  the  pal  ma  dactylifera,  male  and  female, 
•*  by  tradition  from  the  Moors,  without  having  ever  heard  of  Linnceus.** 
Their  monarch  meanwhile  mindlcfs  of  the  foon-forgottcn  clamoiu, 

Paz  con  Yngalaticrra, 

Y  guerra  contoda  la  lierra  ; 

meaning  "  Peace  with  old  England,  and  war  with  all  the  world,"  was 
hafly  and  happy  to  declare  the  independency  of  North  America, 
which  Don  Bernardo  di  Galvez  folemnly  proclaimed  at  New  Orleans, 
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1779 :  and  by  the  quicknefs  of  that  mcafurc,  a  royal  floop  of  war,  be- 
fides  feme  veflels  laden  with  ftorcs  at  Lake  Pontchartrain,  dropt  into 
the  haiK^  of  his  countrymen.  In  four  fhort  months  however,  Sir 
George  Rodney  took  a  brave  man's  beft  revenge,  in  a  grand  capture 
of  fifteen  merchantmen  richly  freighted,  with  their  convoy,  a  fine 
ftxty-four  gun  flbip  and  four  frigates.  Don  Juan  di  Langara,  in  left 
than  a  week  after  that^  off  Cape  St.  Vincent,  ftruck  to  our  gallant 
M^Bride  of  the  Bienfaifant,  an  old  French  prize ;  which  having  the 
fmall-pox  on  board,  could  not,  without  danger  to  his  life,  receive  the 
Spanilh  admiral  when  conquered  :  the  Englifli  failors,  for  that  reafon, 
reitted  Don  Juan  s  own  Ihip,  the  Phoenix,  and  navigated  her  fafely 
into  Gibraltar. 

But  we  muil  ttun  oux  tclefcope  towards  France,  where  Louis  XV. 
had  been  lofing  that  lovely  title  Bien-ame,  with  which  we  left 
him  honourably  invefted  in  1750,  and  by  which  he  would  have  been 
known  to  hiftory  for  ever,  had  he  died  of  that  illnefs  which  fo  alarmed 
all  ranks  of  people  for  his  fafety.  In  1757  one  Robert,  fils  de  Pierre, 
called  d'Amieus,  from  the  town  he  was  born  in,  and  late  a  domeflick 
in  the  Jefuit's  college  there,  affaffinatcd  and  wounded,  but  did  not  kill 
the  king ;  whole  acquicfccnce  in  the  tortures  infli<fted  on  the  wretch, 
pleafcd  nobody  in  France  or  out,  and  proved  a  hard,  if  not  tyrannick 
heart.  So  did  his  hearing,  with  an  ideot  exultation^  of  Richelieu's 
ravages  in  the  elcdorate  of  Hanover,  when  he  let  fire  to  the  orphan 
houfe  at  Zell,  and  hanged  the  favourite  hounds  left  by  George  the 
fccond  of  England  in  his  own  palace  at  Herenhauien.  *Twas  Monf. 
dc  Foulon  who  held  the  contraft  for  lupplying  thofc  foldiers,  un- 
worthy as  they  were  of  fuch  appellation,  who  turned  their  arms  upon 
tame  beads  and  babies,  and  were  enriched  by  the  iniquities  of  that 
campaign ;  adding  fome  cruelties  to  an  officer  Hugo,  which  would 
have  been  more  credible  of  a  Cayugan  Indian.  An  Eiiglifhman  mean* 
while,  who  iaw  the  execution  of  the  aiTafidn  at  Paris,  felt  fo  horror- 
ibicken,  that  he  but  juft  recovered  to  tell  the  tale  and  die.     An  cdidl 

was 
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^\as  made,  that  none  in  future  Ihould  ever  bear  the  name  ofDamien; 
and  the  recoUedion  how  Solyman  the  fecond*s  life  hart  been  attempted 
by  a  pctibn  known  in  Conftantinople  1537,  by  that  iame  nominal 
diftinftion,  confirmed  the  Ibvereign's  averfion  to  it.  Although  he 
feems  to  have  been  a  mere  captain  of  banditti,  commanded  by  utt 
Picard d' Amiens,  who,  fitting  in  a  tree,  armed  with  a  carabine,  the 
bough  cracked  with  a  loud  noife  under  him,  attracting  the  Sultan*s 
ear :  feized  on  the  fpot,  he  o\^Tied  the  fatal  truth  of  his  defign,  and 
was  at  once  thrown  to  the  panther  they  had  hunted  and  caught  that 
morning.  Another  Damien  had  contrived  to  kill  the  Cardinal  de 
Noailles  in  1715:  and  people  reflefting  how  that  great  man  had 
faid,  to  vex  Le  Tellier,  that  he  would  never  be  a  valet  to  his  Jefuits, 
and  how  his  aflaffination,  though  not  his  death,  foon  followed  the  un- 
guarded expreflion ;  a  fort  of  inftinftivc  horror  grew  towards  the  whole 
order,  and  Lewis  the  fifteenth  felt  it  in  every  vein.  His  queen  alone 
loved  and  protefted  them.  But  her  philofophick  father,  old  Staniflaus, 
having  fet  fire  to  his  night-gown  and  burned  himfclf  to  death  in  his 
lludy  1 700,  ihe  lived  but  a  fliort  time  after  that  fhock,  and  left  her 
royal  hufband  to  the  unreproached  enjoyment  of  hb  ienfual  pleafures : 
yet  he  acknowledged  thatjhe  had  never  given  him  a  moment's  uneafinefs 
hut  hy  her  lofs\  a  thought  fimilar  to  that  of  Mr.  Pope  in  his  epitaph  on 
Harcourt.  Mercier  fays,  *'  What  had  this  man  ever  done  either  to 
*'  gain  or  forfeit  a  nation's  love  ?'*  Probably  nothing ;  but  'twas  the  !te- 
tion's  change  and  not  the  king's  :  the  world  was  changing  round 
him :  a  fpirit  of  infurredion  {hewed  itfelf  perpetually  all  through  the 
reign.  An  odd  proceflion  of  hackney-coaches  followed  him  once  to 
Choifi,  and  filled  him  with  no  fmall  alarm :  he  would  have  fpoken 
kindly  and  relieved  them ;  but  buiy  courtiers  drove  the  crowd  away, 
fending  the  ringleaders  to  the  Bicetre.  Yet  he  was  heard  to  fay 
good-humouredly,  "  If  I  were  lieutenant  de  la  police^  I  would  forbid 
*^  thefe  odious  cabriolets ;"  but,  lays  Mercier,  *'  He  thought  it  be- 
neath 
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neath  his  dignity  to  do  fb."  He  thought  rightly  enough  :  for  if  the  fo- 
vcreign  will  be  lieutenant  de  la  police^  and  the  lieutenant  de  la  police  will 
be  the  fcavcnger,  things  will  all  go  voorfe  in  the  ftreets — not  heitci\ 
When  his  ieditious  parliaments  reminded  him  of  the  oath  he  had  taken 
to  his  country,  as  they  called  it ;  '*  Nay  (replied  he)  my  oath  was  to 
*'  the  Almighty,  not  to  you,  lure ;  and  if  Tm  to  be  punilhed  for  the 
*' breach  on't,  'twill  be  by  God  alone.*'  There  are  thofe  alive  who 
think  he  apprehended  what  has  followed ;  but  Pompadour  kept  liim 
amufed,  and  drove  reflexion  from  him — only  when  (he  took  the  ad- 
vantage of  Pere  Poyan's  arrcft,  ^nd  made  him  believe  the  Jefuits  had 
upon  that  occafion  bribed  the  king  of  Spain's  groom  of  the  Jiole  and 
pages ;  to  procure  that  monarch's  dirty  papers  (like  what  Pope  tells  of 
Curl)  for  their  examination.  Whether  fuch  idle  tales,  or  the  appeal  of 
Pere  de  Sacy  to  the  parliament,  which  did  bring  out  fome  proofs  .of 
lecret  doftrines,  laid  to  be  incompatible  with  found  allegiance,  influ- 
enced Lx)uisXV.  finally  to  dcftroy  them, or  not:  certain  it  is  he  faw  them 
luppreflcd  in  1 773,  and  died  in  a  year's  time  vcithout  liilpicion  of  poilbn, 
by  the  fmall-pox.  The  dauphin's  death,  which  had  preceded  that  of 
his  father  nine  or  ten  years,  and  the  exemplary  infant  prince's  death, 
who  at  fuch  early  years,  gave  figns  of  fo  much  virtue,  had  not  been  felt 
in  France,  as  lofles  of  the  fame  kind  far  inferior  to  ihefc^  had  been  in 
days  long  paft. 

Louis  XVI.  grandfon  to  his  predccelTor,  mounted  the  throne  quietly, 
and  gazed  with  more  admiration  on  his  young  queen,  daughterto  Maria 
Therefa,  cmprefs  of  Germany,  and  Francois  dc  Lorraine,  than  did 
thofe  fubjeds  from  whom,  as  it  appeared,  Jhe  expeftcd  much  praifc, 
even  for  her^  faults  and  follies.  The  world  however,  was  grown  four 
and  fuUen;  her  mother's  beauty  inherited  by  Antoinette,  and  height- 
ened by  additional  graces  I  believe,  gave  no  apparent  influence  to  its 
poflcflbr  :  her  mother's  once  commended  wit,  when  difplayed  in  an 
elaborate  letter  lent  with  that  lovely  girl  to  Lewis,  while  dauphin, 
1770,  had  charmed  no  one  ;  and  the  condud  obfervcd  by  her  when 

on 
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on  the  throne  of  France,  made  mankind  flare  indeed,  but  not  admire^ 
to  fee  this  progeny  of  heroes 


■Here  below 


DrefsM  like  a  dancer  for  a  publick  fhovr. 

Parental  tendemeis  itfelf  recoiled  from  fight  of  her  portrait  taken  to 
Vienna ;  and  conjugal  paflion,  although  carried  to  a  half-defpicablc, 
half-criminal  uxorioufneis,  felt  momentary  diiguft  at  the  bankruptcies, 
ftill  more  perhaps  at  the  blafphcmies  brought  on  by  her  inccflant  fro- 
licks  ;  among  which  gaming,  though  leaft  ofFenfive  to  relate,  was  pof- 
fibly  moft  dangerous  to  endure.  But  the  queen  fancied  ail  cxpencc 
would  be  repaid  by  England's  ruin  in  the  feparation  of  her  colonies, 
and  the  adVJmtage  flowing  thence  to  France,  from  which  country  Ihc 
faw  with  delight,  and  warmly-expreflcd  applaufe,  Monf.  de  la  Fayette 
and  other  gay  young  fellows  fctting  forward  in  the  caufe  oi freedom. 
Doctor  Johnfon  in  fome  of  his  letters  fays,  *'  The  king  will  not  like 
"  my  hruts  if  he  is  a  Whig ;  but  is  any  king  a  Whig  ?"  Lewis  XVI. 
was  certainly  half  a  Whig.  The  contagion  of  democracy  had  caught 
a  corner  of  his  undecided  Ibul,  and  he  wiflied,  from  fuggcftions  oi 
honour,  that  fuccefs  to  America  which  his  confort  defired  as  an  influx 
of  trade,  and  confequently  of  cafh,  to  the  realm  fhe  was  accufcd  of  cx- 
haufting.  ^uen  dlfent  les  Grenouil/esP  was  the  common  flippant 
ipeech  at  Verfailles,  when  any  new  abfurdity  was  planned  ;  meaning. 
What  will  th(fe  Frogs  find  to  fay  of  this  P  The  court,  in  alluiion  to  the 
quaggy  ftate  of  Paris  in  old  times,  when  known  by  name  of  Lutetta, 
called  its  inhabitants  Frogs ;  nor  recoUedled  their  own  fable  oi  La 
Fontaine^  where  they  petition  againft  poor  King  Log,  nor  reft  a  mo- 
moment  quiet  from  their  croaking,  till  Jupiter  from  wearinefs,  {cn^ 
them  King  Stork. 

Around  tbc  lake  that  monfler  ftray'd 

And  dreadful  devaftation  made ; 

On  mothers,  fathers,  fons,  he  fed» 

This  loft  a  limb,  and  that  a  head :  ^ 
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O'er  all  alike  he  ftretch'd  his  fway, 
And  made  whole  multitudes  his  prey  ! 

0  In  vain  they  cried,  for  Jo^  no  more 

^  Remain'd  indulgent  as  before  : 

*•  Wretches  !   (faid  he)  moft  like  mankind, 

**  Ungrateful,  faithlefs,  weak  and  blind  : 

"  You  viewM  with  fcorn  a  peaceful  throne, 
,  ".  Henceforth  beneath  a  tyrant  groan." 

Wc  leave  them  in  1 780,  fomewhat  illuminated  by  Portairs  letter,  dated 
1778,  afluring  them  that  England  would  one  day  join  againft  their  na- 
tion, hand  and  heart  with  the  Americans,  who  even  then  he  thought  ef- 
teemed  Britons  in  enmity,  more  than  they  did  fubjeds  of  France,  wear- 
ing the  mafk  of  friendfhip,     Louis  fcize  however,  calling  to  mind 
Montcalm's  expiring  words,  and  ftrange  prcdid;ion,  that  lih  death  would 
in  no  fliort  time  be  fully  revenged  by  the  dcfe<^on  of  thoie  colonies 
Wolfe  died  defending :  and  his  philofophick  minifters  laying  it  down 
for  a  rule  that  our  parting  mufi  be  perpetual,  bccaufc  (faid  they)  **  If 
^^  yoti  divide  a  magnet ^    each  part  files  liis  fellow  ;"  Louis  feize   nurfcij. 
in  his  Bourbon  heart  the  hope  of  our  undoing;  nor,  I  believe,  waked 
from  his  dream  at  all,  till  the  defeat  of  Don  Juan  dc  Langara  lowered 
the  fpirits  both  of  the  French  and  Spanifh  courts  at  once.     Don  Carlos 
had,  whep  called  from  ruling  the  two  Sicilies  up  to  Madrid,  left  there  at 
Naples  his  youngeft  fon  Ferdinand,  the  eldeft  being  let  afide  for  inca- 
pacity, and  leaving  him  under  the  care  of  a  tutor  fo  ignorant,  that  he 
could  read  nothing  but  the  office  of  the  blefled  Virgin — his  royal  pupil 
dfcapcd  even  that;  and  learning  juft  to  get  his  prayers  by  heart,  de- 
pended for  amufement  on  the  brute  creation.     His  flatterers  obfcrving 
which  way  his  genius  lay,  kindly  inftrudcd  him  to  {kin  live  rabbits ; 
but  the  boy  having  a  generous  nature,  propolcd;  as  better  fj5ort,  hunting 
them  with  lap-dogs,  and  giving  them,  as  he  faid,  at  Icafl:  fomc  ehance 
for  efcapc'.     This  early  trick  lb  rivcttcd  that  prince's  paiTion  for  the 
chace,  that  to  this  hour  'tis  his  favourite  amufement.    A  marriage  bc; 
Vol.  II.  3  L  twccn 
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tvvccn  him  and  Marie  Caroline,  filter  to  the  Queen  of  France,  contri- 
hnttd  to  the  filling  and  polifliing  his  whJ,  which  like  the  lava  of  his 
own  Vcfuvius,  brings  down  a  precious  llonc  fomctimcs  amid  the  heap 
of  rubbifli  that  it  fufes  ;  and  which,  though  worked  wnth  difficulty  int(3F" 
trinkets,  is  ufcful  as  ballaft  to  (hips,  and  as  foundation  ftoncs  for  fu- 
ture houfcs.     Gorani's  flory  of  his  taking  a  turkey  from  a  poor  wo- 
man,* who  not  knowing  him,  begged  his  intereft  with  the  attorney 
general,  whofc  oppreffion  was  intolerable,  is  in  the  tafte  of  old  feudaf 
times,  tlie  Miller  of  Mansfield,   and  a  thoufand  more ;  yet  tlie  great 
lawyer's  countenance,  reproached  fcvcrely  by  his  honed  fovercign  hold- 
ing the  turkey  in  his  hand,  and  pointing  to.  it  as  undeniable  proof  of 
the  rafcality  which  was  dcteded  by  the  king's  accidental  meeting  of 
this  diftrelled  woman  in  the  wood — if  painted  by  Angelica,  would  go 
ftrait  to  the  heart,  and  leave  marc  learned  plAures  empty  of  all  cfFcdr 
His  grief  for  any  poor  creature's  perifhing  under  ariftocratick  tyranny 
could  never  be  appeafcd  by  his  queen's  eloquence,  though  words  had 
no  fmall  effeft  on  one  who  poflcft  fo  few.     She  found  it  eafy  to  per* 
(uade  him  feize  Bencvento,  and  enter  into  the  league  of  Princes  joined 
to  dcftroy  the  order  of  Jefuits.     Miraculous  indeed  was  that  preterna- 
tural cagernefs  which  prompted  even  the  heedlefs  and  fuperftitious  So- 
vereigns of  Europe  to  lend  each  a  hand  in  picking  out  cement  from  the 
papal  throne,     Lambertini  fcarcc  appears  to  have  confidercd  its  de- 

♦  The  woman  having  Iheltercd  her  fovcreign  from  a  dorm,  when  feparated  by  thai 
ftorm  from  his  courtiers,  took  him  for  an  attendant  gentleman,  and  begged  hiVgood 
word  to  fcrcen  her  from  the  rage  of  the  attomey-gcneral,  to  \irhom  (he  had  rcfuied  her 
only  child  as  miftrefs,  and  fentthe  girl  away — though  well  convinced  he  had  aheady 
planned  her  often  threatened  deftruflion.  "  What,"  fays  the  king,  **  will  you  give 
**  me,  and  I  will  get  the  rafcal  puniflied  ?"  *♦  A  turkey,"  replies  the  woman.  *«  Meet 
»'  me  to-morrow  morning,  the  dead  bird  in  your  hand,  at/rc/i  aplace^''  fays  Ferdinand, 
•'  and  I  will  cnfurc  you  protedion."  She  came,  and  the  king  feizing  liis  bribe,  brought 
it  laughing  to  tlie  council  chamber,  where  after  no  fraall  roughnefe  to  the  man  who 
wronged  her,  fhc  was  called  in  to  witnefs  his  difgracc,  and  made  houfekeeper  in  one 
ef  the  empfy  palaceSf  with  a  comfortable  falaiy. 

ftruiSion 
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truftion  as  fo  nigh.  Not  half  an  houj*  before  his  own  ek<^ion  to  that 
great  dignity  which  he  became  fo  well,  he  fixed  the  cardinals*  undeter- 
mined choice  by  faying,  half  in  jcft,  half  earncft,  thefe  are  critical  days 
we  muft  confefs — eminenze  !  So  if  you  want  a  thorough  politician  now 
to  get  us  through,  take  Aldrovandi;  if  we  wifli  nothing  but  a  faint  to 
pray  for  us,  have  Gotti ;  but  if  a  pl^in  man  who  loves  a  joke,  will  do 
for  you,  here's  me.  His  reign,  which  was  that  of  learning,  made  poig- 
nant by  humour,  and  virtue  rendered  refpedable  by  knowledge,  ended 
not  till  1758,  when  Rezzonico,  a  noble  Venetian,  faw  himfclf  fuddenly 
placed  in  St.  Peter's  chair,  and  (hed  a  flood  of  unfeigned  tears  before  he 
could  recover  from  his  amazement. 

Clement  the  thirteenth,  for  he  took  that  appellation,  fate  eleven 
years  in  the  feat  of  what  once  was  power ;  but  now,  as  he  obferved, 
a  mere  preparation  for  martyrdom.  "  The  popes  ((aid  Clement)  arc 
*'  coming  back  apace  to  their  primitive  ftate,  the  poft  of  honour  is 
'*  once  more  the  poft  of  danger ;  our  laft  fovercign  indeed  feemcd  wtlU 
*'  ing  to  turn  Protcftant  himlelf,  fo  am  not  I ;"  and  as  a  proof,  he  pub- 
lifhed  the  bull  Apoftolicum.  After  this  open  declaration  of  a  war*  he 
could  in  no  wife  fupport  or  conduft ;  he  faw  Avignon,  Bencvento 
torn  from  him,  heard  of  his  favourite  Jefuits  profcribed  in  Portugal, 
Spain,  France,  and  Naples  ;  where  the  homage  of  the  white  palfiicy 
was  diiputed,  if  not  adlually  refufed ;  and  only  efcaped  the  mortifi- 
cation of  being  forced  to  fupprels  an  order  he  approved ;  by  abrupt 
and  wifhed-for  death,  IJQq.  Twas  he  who  but  three  years  before 
raifed  his  immortal  fucceflbr  to  the  pin^ple,  whom  Benedid:  fourteenth 
had  for  his  wit  and  fenfe  already  made  confultor,  obferving  that  he 
would  truft  no  man  in  that  poft  who  was  of  gloomy  difpofition ;  fuck 
was  not  Ganganelli ;  when  made  Cardinal  he  ran  on  foot  dirccftly  to 
his  convent,  and  '*  Brothers  I  (cried  he)  behold  I  pray  )t>u  the  moft 
'^  eminent  Francis  Lawrence,  once  on  a  time  John  Vincent  Antiionj^^ 
"  fon  to  thchoneft  Doftor  at  Arcangclo.  'Tls  no  joke,  'tis  not^//- 
^^  deeJ;  I  am  this  day  created  Cardinal,  but  foal  1' not  quit  my  oell 

8  L  2        '     .  <'  except 
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"^^  except  in  cliangetbr  a  neat  room  in  your  firft  dormitory,  as  I  wiU 
*^  never,  never  quit  my  hold  on  thefe  my  chofcn  friends  and  oid  com-' 
**  pahions."  He  was  no  worfe  than  his  word.  When  a  tumultuous 
conclave,  yielding  to  the  intrigues  of  Louis  quinze,  featcd  this  great 
man  on  the  papal  chair :  **  Here  comes  a  bright  rainbow  after  our 
•*  long  cloudy'*  exclaimed  his  countrymen ;  and  Clement  fourteenth, 
was  proclaimed  late  in  an  evening  in  the  month  of  Oftobcr, 
176Q.  His  found  fleep  afterwards,  the  difficulty  of  awakening  him 
next  day  ;  and  his  firft  words  on  waking,  proved  a  mind  fuperior  to 
the  chaoces  of  this  world,  more  than  fublimer  fpeeches  would  have 
done.  '*  Oh !  ay,  I  do  remember  now,  that  I  am  Svoereign  by  the 
"  Grace  of  God,  (faid  he)  and  fliall  enjoy  the  prime  felicity  of  having 
'*  all  the  world  duly  informed,  every  time  I  have  been  bled,  or,  taken 
"  phyfick." 

It  was  iAdccd  by  the  grace  of  God,  that  this  extraordinary  perfon 
wasput  in,  apparently  to  break  that  fall  the  Romifli  church  was  fated 
to  endure ;  when  that  throne  which  three  popes  fitting  in  at  once; 
had  not  been  able  to  link  ;  could  at  the  time  he  mounted  have  been 
held  firm  by  no  man  of  lefs  aiflive  or  vigorous  charafter  than  Ganga- 
tuUi.  It  is  obfcrvable  that  all  the  Chriftian  world  called  him  by  that 
Tiame,  oftcncr  than  by  that  of  Clement  fourteenth.  Another  proof 
that  he  could  eafier  give  immortality  to  his  own  family-appellation, 
than  even  temporary  exiftence  to  the  fmking  papacy. 

Portugal  cxafpcrated  at  Malagrida's  condud,  meditated  means  t# 
fhake  hcrfclf  a  fcparate  patriarchate,  and  Spain  menaced  aloud.  France 
irritated  by  Rezzonico's  ill-judged  behaviour  towards  the  duke  of 
Parma,  (hewed  a  high  fenfc  of  refcntmcnt,  while  Naples,  adding  Ponte 
Corvo  to  Benevento,  abridged  St.  Peter's  patrimony  fouth wards,  and 
half  Poland  was  in  poiitive  rebellion.  A  fpirit  ot'  atheifm  hovered 
over  Auftria  with  bat's  wings,  and  fpread  among  the  French  its  ever- 
baleful  ihade  :  yet  the  new  primate  conciliated  all.  "  They  are  raif- 
^'  ing  up  (cried  be)  a  rampart  of  pamphlets  againft  religion,  but  it 

'«  will 
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***  will  be  blown  down  by  bfcath  of  the  gofpcl."  His  partiality  for 
France  however .  he  took  no  caire  to  conceal,  and  wept  the  death  of 
Louis  quinze,  his  friend  and  bencfador,  with  unfeigned  grief,  expreflcd 
fo  beautifully  in  the  claffical  and  elegant  letter  to  his  fucceflbr — That 
Titus  hlmf^tf  would  have  been  efwious,  was  the  Princefe  Borghcfe's  ex- 
prcflion.  It  w^as  perhaps  to  the  French  bon  mot,  attributed  to  Fleur}', 
when  he  obferved,  "^  that  fire,  water,  and  the  Jcfuits,  were  good  fcr- 
'^  vants  but  bad  mailers  ;"  that  we  may  at  laft  afcribe  his  willingnefs 
to  deftroy  a  body  of  men  he  fo  truly  loved,  individually ;  for,  next  to 
virtue  and  honour,  Gahganelli  loved  a  French  bon  mot,  and  was  never 
fccn  pcevifti  or  angry  but  when  they  loft  a  battle,  or  a  lliip  to  Britain ; 
who  in  her  turn  admired,  at  feeing  thus  a  Pope  of  Rome  hold  dow^n 
his  cardinals  with  an  air  of  ftridnefs,  and  call  the  common  people 
round  him  with  a  good-humoured  fpeech  of  *^  Ay,  look  at  me,  my 
**  lads>  and  fee  what  a  low-born  fellow  like  yourfelves  may  arrive  at."  In 
'effeft,  it  was  his  fpovtparcerejubje^lis  et  dcbeUare  fuperbos.  He  fpared  not 
the  great  lady,  who,  thinking  to  take  advantage  of  fuch  lenity,  laughed 
at  his  edift  for  forbidding  cards  on  a  Sunday,  faying,  '^  fhe  defpifcd 
/*  monks  and  their  college  rules  ;'*  but  fuddenly,  at  fight  of  an  officer 
in  her  apartments,  found  herfelf  obliged  to  drop  on  her  knees  by  his 
Holinefs's  command,  difmiis  her  companyi  and  repeat  a  paternofter. 
Next  day  a  billet  came  to  her  couched  in  thcfc  words — "  Madam*! 
for  this  time  you  have  been  chaflifcd  by  a  monk,  precifely  according 
%>  onx  coUege  v\\c^\  the  next  offence  fhall  be  punifl^ed  hy  your  Sove^ 
reign,  wlio  knows  how  to  corrc<9:  contumacflDus  princefles."  He 
was  a  fwallow,  that  tliough  it  fkims  the  ground,  pever  quite  touches 
it ;  and  often  rifes  up  to  heights,  viewlefs  by  mortal  man. 

His  chcarful  heart  however  fliut  every  entrance  againft  pride :  one 
day  in  every  week  he  fpent  the  evening  of,  with  his  old  aifociates 
from  the  convent ;  who  dined,  and  chatted,  and  laughed,  and  told  old 
ftorics.:  **.For  now  I  am  brother  Francis  again  (fays  he)  and  Pope 
'*  Clement  the  fourteenth  rauft  be  a  fad  tyrant  if  he  can't  let  a  man 
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^'  enjoy  the  comforts  of  fricndfhip  for  a  few  hours  now  and  then.    It 
*'  was  his  ftudy  to  make  others  cafy  as  himfelf,  and  nobody,  I  hope, 

(was  his  good-humoured  expreffion)  lives  uncomfortably  under  my 

pontificate,  except  the  French  cook,  who  complains  que  Fart  fe  perd,^ 
•^^  living  with  a  Cordelier/'  Of  ncpotifm,  certainly  no  one  <wild  la- 
ment in  his  reign  ;  for  he  had  few  relations,  and  Icarce  ever  iaw  thoic 
Jie  had.  "  Send  off  an  exprefs  to  Pefaro  (cried  one  of  his  courtiers,) 
'*  the  day  of  exaltation."  "  Prythcc  be  quiet  man,  (interrupted  the 
*'  Pontiff)  I  will  write  myfclf  by  the  poft  ;  fny  fillers  arc  not  ufed  to 
***  receive  embaffies  from  princes,  we  (hall  only  fright  the  girls  out  of 
^*  theirwr/j,and  I  Ihall  infift  on  their  keeping  them  found  inthcirhcads.'* 

In  faft,  he  fuffered  his  family  to  take  no  advantage  of  his  dignities, 
nor  did  he  confider  them  as  beftowcd  but  to  conciliate  the  refraftory 
princes,  and  defer  Rome's  ruin  for  awhile.  He  told  them,  laughing, 
'^  That  for  that  caufe,  he  would  oblige  them  by  going  as  far  as  hcll- 
^'  gates  in  their  company,  but  that  all  eartWy  powers  combined  Ihould 
^^-pot  oblige  iiim  to  enter  them."  He  faid,  and  figned  the  Jefuits* 
abolition,  I  7/3^  **  which  I  am  Convinced,  (adds  he)  is  my  death  war- 
^*  xant ;  but  no  matter,  one  never  can  repent  of  what  fcarcely  could 
^*  have  hQcnforhorfu' 

The  next  morning  on  the  white  walls  of  the  Vatican  appeared  tbefc 
letters,  red,  as  if  written  in  blood,  P.  €.  S.  v.  None  of  the  courtiers 
icould  explain  its  meaning,  **  Only  thisy  Monfignore,"  faid  the  Pope  to 
one  of  them,  **  Prefto  fara  fede  vacantey^'f  and  (b  it  was.  An  acut^Il- 
ncfs  followed;  and  Pafquin's  obfervation  was,  pregate per  il Papa,  che 
prefio  morira.X  He  died  embracing  his  crucifix,  and  bcfceching  the  blef- 
fed  Jefus  for  grace  to  imitate  him  in  praying  for  his  murderers.  And 
jtow  to  immortal  Ganganclli,  rcfolute  without  feverity,  and  temporiEing 
without  mcannefs,  fucccedcd  ever  undetermined  Brafchi :  beautitul  in 
•pcrfbn,  frivolous  in  enjoyment,  attached  to  his  own  family,  and  full  of 
affe<5lation  in  all  things ;  except  his  fear  of  God  and  love  towards  his 

♦  He  lofcs  his  art.  f   I^'^  Ice  will  foon  be  vacant. 

X  Pray  for  the  pope,  he  wiU  die  (bon. 
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brother's  cbildrcnf  Sivigfie,  fay  the  Italians,  nonH  acqua ;  and  the  Scotch 
proverb  corrcfponds  to  It :  j3///rf<?V  thicker  iha?i  water.  A  confcieuce  clear 
from  any  worfe  oftcnces,  a  firm  faith,  and  an  unbounded  vanity,  vvcra 
all  this  haplefs  primate  brdught  to  fliicld  him  from  the  dangers  hovering 
round.  They  are  no  weak  cordials^  how^evcr ;  and,  with  their  help,  he 
bore  the  pelting  of  a  pitilc/s  ftorm  longer  than  any  predecciTor  ever 
did,  and  kept  his  fpirits  up  furprizingly ;  though  all  agreed  the  name  he 
took  was  lucklcfs ;  VmsfcxtHS  :  Semper  fuh  fcxtis  penUta  Roma  f nit  : 
befides  that,  as  Clement  XIV.  made  him  cardinal,  the  common  com- 
pliment was  omitted  in  his  forbearance  to  take  that  appellation.  Early 
miftake3  under  this  fo-verqign  too,  accelerated  his  court's  dcftruclion. 
He  quarrelled  with  Spain  about  carvonizing  their  favourite  Palafox  ; 
and  Don  Carlos  flicwcd  hitufelf  obftinate  in  the  difpute.  Lambcrtinl 
had  laughed  at  the  aukwardnefs  of  that  prince's  proftrations ;  but  Rome 
faw  no  more  proftrate  princes  after  that  day.  Catherine  of  lluffia 
took  offence  concerning  her  bifhop  de  Mohilovv  ;  and  tliough  his  Holi- 
nefs's  letter  was  one  of  the  firft  which  artfully  ftiled  her  by  the  new 
and  deiired  diftincflion.  Imperial  MajcJIy  ;  her  anfwer  was  direxSed  iimply 
to  Pius  fextus,  bifliopof  Rome,  znApope  i?i  his  own  di/iri^f ,^puttmg  him: 
on  a  footing  with  her  own  mufcovitifh  clergy,  the  high  dignitaries 
among  which,  are  all  ftilcd  popes  in  that  country. 

God  knows,  the  wonders  prefenting  themf^lvcs  before  the  bright 
though  fercnceycs  of  aftonifhed  Brafchi,  might  eafily  have  confounded 
a  more  confummatc  politician.  Whether  he  turned  them  towards^ 
Venice,  whofe  noblemen  fcemcd  to  be  travelling  for  improvement  ia 
the  ftudy  of  Engliih  whiggifm  and  French  philofophy  ^  or  whether 
looking  at  the  Gcnoefe  republick,  he  obferved  Corfica  ffaruggling  for 
perpetual  independence  under  Paoli,  who  faid  his  people  would  be 
hewn  to  pieces,  man  by  man,  rather  than  fee  their  Ettlc  ifland  funk  ia 
the  teritories  of  any  other  nation.  The  comte  de  Marboeuf  who  dif- 
putedthat  matter  with  them  fuccefsfuUy  in  176Q,  faw,  as  'tis  faid,  aa 
ioifant  born  at  Qletta,  who  fmcc  has  fubjugatcd  both  Rome  and  Paris- 
Such 
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Such  an  occurrence  indeed  could  not  be  difccrned  by  any  lefs  than  pro- 
phettck  fight  into  the  future.  Pius  the  fixth's  might  well  enough  be 
dazzled  and  amazed,  when  he  contemplated  much  nearer  objeAs.  Even 
'thofe  harafled  Jefuits,  whofc  quick  fuppreffion  had  been  fo  clamoroufKr 
•demanded  by  Catholick  princes,  protefted  by  the  Greek  church  under 
Catherine's  aufpices,  and  receiving  fafc  af)  lum  in  dominions  of  an  in- 
fidel profcflcd,  Frederick  king  of  Pruffia.  But  as  the  fkilful  in  punc- 
tuation tell  us,  that  to  make  language  quite  complete,  the  note  cxpreflive 
ofadmiration!!!  was  Aj^ added;  it  fecms  in  thcfc  latter  days  to  be  moft 
wanted  too :  for  hiftory  degenerates  into  incredible  romance,  and 
RcirofpcSi  is  tJouded  by  mere  confternation.  The  death  of  the  ele<5lor 
of  Bavaria  in  1 777i  drew  the  king  of  Pruffia  into  a  willing  quarrel  witli 
Vienna,  where  a  young  emperor  felt  not  undellghted  at  entering  tl>c 
lifts  of  fame  againft  this  veteran:  his  auguft  mother  was  lefs  pleafed 
^^ith  it,  flic  had  experienced  wars  enough,  and  tumults,  and  fufferings. 

Her  purple  was  not  made  at  once  in  hade, 

Yet  after  many  other  colours  part, 

It  took  the  dccpeft  princely  dye  at  laft. 

But  fons  arc  fcldom  difpofcd  as  are  their  parents  ;  and  ibvereigns,  even 
in  their  coins,  turn  all  their  heads  the  contrarv  wav  from  that  w  hich 
was  adopted  by  the  laft  who  went  before  them.  Jofeph  the  fecond 
indeed  played  more  a  cautious  than  a  heroick  part,  during  the  conteft 
with  Frederick,  whom  he  came  into  the  field  toftudy,  as  it  appears  by 
his  condud:,  rather  than  oppofe :  atid  after  his  cxpcniive,  though  not 
dangerous  courfc  of  meditated  improvement,  a  peace  was  fettled  by  me- 
diation of  France,  ]  779,  without  any  diminution  of  dignity,  or  domi- 
nion to  Fortune's  old  favourite,  who  retired  to  plan  fchemes  of  enjoy- 
ment  in  the  north  of  Europe,  and  imitations  of  Italian  luxuries  at 
Potfda  n;  contented  with  having  debauched  Germany,  and  in  Ibme 
•4brt  its  emperor,  to  the  new  notions  propagated  by  Weiihaupt  and 
ivniggc,   thofc  enemies  to   every  kina^;  yet,   flrangato  thijik,    thcjjfc 

c?ieri(hcd 
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chcrifhcd  allies  of  men  who  placed  their  happinefs  and  glory  in  power 
uncontrouled — ^but  as  I  have  read  in  fome  old  book,  that  God  placed 
fire  in  every  nation  under  heaven,  that  none  might  efcape  the  general 
punilhment  at  the  laft  day,  fo  it  appears  that  tbefe  infernal  agents 
fowed  with  care  their  ftrange  ojunions  into  every  breaft,  that  none  be- 
fore that  day  arrived,  fhould  fail  to  defcrve  it.  Elfe  one  could  hardly 
credit  what  is  told  of  baron  Knigge,  at  twenty-five  years  old  renouncing 
all  terreftial  amufements,  to  make  his  fport  from  fub terraneous  horrors, 
and  labouring  as  it  were  to  obtain  a  fiery  diadem  from  demons,  with 
twenty  times  the  pains  and  felf-denial  that  a  celeftial  garland  would 
have  coft  him* 

Voltaire  had  long  ago  prepared  the  ground  in  Switzerland  where 
Monficur  de  Bruys  (ays  in  his  Memoircs  dcs  SuifTes,  "  That  things 
*'  were  even  in  his  early  time  come  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  corruption  at 
^*  Geneva,  that  had  the  two  men  been  both  alive  when  he  wrote, 
**  Servetus  would  have  burned  Calvin."  Jofeph's  the  fccond's  mind 
iecmcd  well  adapted  for  the  reception  of  thefe  do<ftrines.  Maria 
Therefa*s  bigotted  fondnefs  for  all  the  exteriors  of  religion,  had  difgufted 
him;  while  her  being  frequently  duped  by  hypocritical  appearances  in 
time  of  divine  iervice,  ib  .as  even  to  penfion  cunning  fellows,  who  fate 
where  they  might  be  obferved  without  fufpicion,  beatifllg  their  bofoms 
out  of  afFefted  contrition,  was  undoubtedly  abfurd,  and  the  more  eafilj 
difceraed  as  fuch ;  becaufe  he  and  his  mother  never  much  had  loved 
each  other.  People  at  Vienna,  who  had  opportunities  of  knowing,  told 
me,  when  I  was  there,  that  the  emprefs's  early  partiality  for  the  arch- 
duke Charles  was  iuch,  flie  would  not  even  look  over  Jofeph's  juvenile 
performances.  It  ihould  be  added  too,  that  his  good  tutor,  bifliop  of 
ibme  place,  if  I  remember  rightly,  fet  her  imperial  majefly'^s  favoiu*  to 
hazard,  by  honeflly  protefling  againft  maternal  injuilice,  and  was  re- 
warded when  his  pupil  came  into  power.  The  queen  had  ever  been  a 
gentle  charaAer,  and  fuffered  herfelf  to  be  guided  by  her  hufband.  She 
was  fuppofed  to  have  after  his  death  given  her  hand  in  prhiaie  to  prince 

Vot.4I.  SM  Kaun-tz, 
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Kaunitz,  who  had  of  courfe  great  fway  in  the  cabinet  council,  dlfliked 
war,  and  was  difliked  by  the  emperor,  who  had  difcovered  the  connec- 
tion between  them.  Her  fcruptrlons  behaviour  too  concerning  the 
duchy  of  Deux  Fonts,  looks  as  if  Ihc  repented  at  the  clofe  of  life  the 
laxity  Ihe  had  lived  in,  not  unreproached,  with  regard  to  Poland^ 
during  the  afternoon  of  it.  Tenacious  of  her  authority,  ihe  was  ho  w- 
cverfaid  to  have  informed  her  fon,  Jhe  fliould>  as  queen  of  Bohemia, 
withdraw  her  troops,  for  that  it  was  ridiculous  to  fee  fuch  contention 
for  a  territory,  the  fee  iimplc  of  which  (were  it  fold)  would  not  pay  one 
year's  cxpences  of  the  war,  nor  afford  fubiiftence  to  the  armies  which 
attacked,  defended,  and  difputed;  its  poileffion,  as  many  hours  as  it  at 
one  time  contained  thousands  of  fighting  men.  Such  were  the  para- 
doxes, and  fuch  the  fituations  in  Germany,  juft  before  the  year  1 780* 
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JIEVIEW  OF  TRANSACTIONS  IN  THE  EAST  AND  NORTH, 

FROM   1730  TO   1780. 

WHILE  the  king  of  Pruffia  might  juftly  be  faid  to  emulate  Julius 
Csefar  in  his  genius  for  war,  his  talents  for  government,  his 
tafte  for  literature,  muiick,  all  the  arts  of  peace,  and  all  the  refearches 
of  philolbphy :  the  Britifh  general  Clive  purfuing  the  ftcps  of  Pompey 
in  the  caft,  like  him  drove  the  enervate  natives  before  him ;  and  having 
difcovered  the  grand  iburce  of  wealth  and  luxury,  faw  it  flow  in  full 
tides  home  to  his  native  fliore,  there  fwallowing  up  much  of  that 
manly  virtue  for  which  his  countrymen  were  once  fo  famed,  and  foften- 
ing  them  into  Sybarites,  till  they  felt  even  the  doubled  rofe-leaf  as  a 
wrong.  If  half  were  done  indeed  which  is  alledged  to.  have  been  done 
for  purpofc  of  changing  the  Eaft  India  Company  in  twelve  years  time 
from  a  knot  of  bufy  and  induflrious  merchants  into  an  aifociation  of 
powerful  princes,  ruling  fifteen  millions  of  fubjefts  in  Spreading  diftrids, 
forming  a  territorial  dominion  larger  thanjheir  native  land* — it  is  Icfs 

^  Bnttnma  did  certainly,  like  the  maid  In  Virgil,  ' 

five  ut  templis  prtefigerct  arma 
Troie,  captivo  five  ut  fc  ferret  in  auro, 
Venatrix  uiHim  ex  omm  ccrtamine  pugnse 
Cflsca  fequebaltar. 

Our  EnglUh  amhaflador.  Sir  Thomas  Rowe,  in  1615,  bad  niortified  the  Great  Mogul 
6i  that  time  by  a  prcfent  from  King  Jmes  the  firft,  of  Mcrcator's  maps.  "  Let  mc," 
foyg  the  Indian  King,  **  fyrvey  my  ewn  domains  here." — He  did  fo ;  and  th^  talc  goes 

3  M  2  he 
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ftrange  that  riches  To  acquired  lliould  carry,  like  thofc  from  Mexico, 
no  bleffing  with  them.  Oricntalifts  have,  to  fay  true,  been  always 
flaves  :  like  the  ftory  of  the  girl  fkinning  eels,  our  leaders  might  cer- 
tainly plead  their  bchig  nfed  to  it ;  yet  if  it  be  true,  and  RetroJpeSiion  is 
obliged  to  own  it  fo,  that  tfiC  Mogul,  kept  a  ftatc  prifoncr  by  our  arms 
at  Delhi,  was  forced  to  make  the  fervants  of  the  company,  omrahs  irv 
what  was  of  juft  right  his  own  domain — intereft  it(elf  will  confefs  that 
too  much  was  done  on  our  parts>  and  too  much  was  fuffered  on  theirs  : 
when  tearing  from  religion  her  coftly  trappings,  and  from  adminiftra* 
tion  of  empire  its  dignity  and  power,  they  fell  next  upon  the  ncceflaries 
of  life,  and  having  by  monopoly  of  rice  and  fait  brought  on  a  mur- 
derous famine,  compelled  the  fad  ibrvivors  to  pay^taxes  which  had  been 
levied  on  the  happier  dead.  A  tyrant  of  their  own,  native  of  Myfore, 
Hyder  AlfytHsLTtcd  up  fbon,  and  flipwed  the  miferable  inhabitants  what 
he  was  capable  of,  who  had  received  birth  on  the  coafH  of  Cbromandcl, 
and  education  among  Dutch  troops  at  Nagapatnam.  He  working  on 
the  wcaknefs  of  the  Nizam  governing  a  tradl  of  land  mentioned  by 
Milton  as  pecuHarly  delightful,  where  Malabar  and  Decanjpread  their 
charms,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  prodigious  army,,  was  beaten  by 
Colonel  Smith  In  17^7 >  and  made  his  averfibn  to  the  Englifh  an  ex- 
cufe  for  ruining  all  they  left  uufpoiled;  dcftroying  fields  of  rice,  cutting 
the  looms,  and  miffing  his  aim  when  ftriking^  at  Madras,  managedft 
well,  notwithffanding  the  failure,  as  to  make  himfelf  an  advantageous 
peace  in  1 769.  Many  abufes  were  however  fuppofcd  to  have  been  re- 
formed by  Cllve's  fecond  voyage  to  India,  or  Parliament  would  not  have 
thanked  him  for  his  fcrvices  in  1773.  The  year  after  /^,  Smith  was 
offered  400,oool.  I  think,  not  to  pillage  Tanjore;  and  we  then  read  the 

he  was  fo  grieved  at  (eeiog.the  fmall  fpace  they  occupiedt  he  gave  the  maps  back  and 
would  fee  them  no  more.  How  would  the  defcendants  of  that  prince,  in  1757,  have 
been  (hocked  had  he  conceived  the  poilibility  of  a  company  of  merchants  belonging, 
to  an  idand  not  much  bigger  than  Borneo,  domineering  over  him  and  his  tributary 
princes— but  *tis  mofl  like  he  never  underftood  his  own  difgrace  fo  deeply. 

names 
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names  of  Zemindars  and  Rajahs  laying  their  turbans  at  foot  of  Mr. 
Haftings,  with  this  expreffion :  "  Do  your  pleafure,  and  do  it  with 
**  your  own  hands,  for  I  am  your  flave."  If  from  a  country  where  even 
metals,  even  marbles  fufFer  diminution  by  the  intenfe  heat,  and  an  air 
to  which  nothing  but  pure  gold  can  be  fafely  expofed,  any  mans  hone/iy 
fliould  come  home  untainted,  we  muft  conclude  him  furniflicd  with 
the  only  certain  antidote — ^a  high  fenfe  of  his  religious  duties — the 
M(?/v  of  antiquity  fent  down  from  heaven  to  the  wifcft  of  all  travellers, 
Ulyiies,  who  quaffing  the  cup  of  Circe,  forced  from  that  leducer  this 
exclamation : 

Amazing  (Ircngth  fuch  poifons  to  fuftain, 
"Not  mortal  thou,  nor  mortal  is  thy  brain. 

We  leave  the  French  allied  with  Hyder  Ally  in  1 779,  for  purpofe  of  ex- 
pelling the  Englifh  from  India,  that  they  might  with  more  convenience 
devour  itthcmfelves:  and  we  leave  our  own  moralifts  at  home  lamenting 
the  cruelties  of  their  countrymen  in  that  country,  for  the  beft  reafon — 
left  by  grafpingattoo  much,  a  confiderable  part  of  the  newly-obtained 
territory  fliould  be  loft,  and  we  could  no  longer  be  cruel,  and  no  longer 
could  be  richk     But  gentler  fouls,  filled  vyith  the  fpirit  of  adventure 
during  that  period,  went  forth  from  Europe  to  difcover,  not  defblate 
diftant  regions,     Dawkins  and  Wood  confirmed  our  faith  in  fcripture 
narrative  and icriptu re  prophecy;  while  they  embelliftied  literature  with 
their  accounts  and  drawings  both  of  Balbcc  and  Palmyra.    Monf.  de  la 
Chappc  Auteroches,  who  viewed  the  tranfit  of  Venus  from  Tobolilcy, 
who  crofled  the  rough  wilds  of  vaft  and  ancient  Scythia,  and  who 
brought  back  with,  him  defcrriptionsof  Kamtfchatkaand  the  Wutiacks 
till  then  unknown  to  fame,  fcems  to  have  firft  made  hyperborean  Eka- 
tarina'  acquainted  with   her.  own  widely-fpread  dominion,   although 
proud  of  poffeffing  the  autocracy  of  diftri<5ls  till  then  unexplored,  and 
almoft  equalling  in  cubic  inches  the  reft  of  Europe  were  it  put  together. 
But  Bougaiaville  claims  a  place  among,  thefe  enquiring  fpirits ;  and 

aftronomy. 


462        TRANS ACllONS  IN  THE  EAST  AND  NORTH,      [en, xxi- 

aftronomy,  whofc  votaries  employed  in  larger  fpeeulatioos  ftill,  feems 
always  to  confider  fpacc  as  nothing ;  fcnt  out  her  Banks  and  Solander, 
convoyed  by  Cook,  whofc  never-dying  name  commanded  thafe  veiTels 
freighted  by  learning,  and  winged  by  curiofity.  Humanity  marked 
the  progrefs  of  thcfe  expeditions,  and  difcovery  of  much  more  than  was 
fought — rewarded  them.  That  near  proximity  of  the  great  continents 
Afia  and  America,  by  afcertaining  which  an  hundred  mouths  at  once 
were  ftopt  who  had  denied  the  poffibility  of  our  earth's  being  peopled 
from  one  parept  ftock,  was  of  great  confequencc  and  comfort  to  be- 
lievers; while  Haffelquift,  a  Swcdifh  voyager,  had  before  their  day  con- 
fciled  the  truth  of  holy  writ  in  his  account  of  Paleftine,  full  as  he  /ays 
of  capabilities  in  1752,  a  rich  red  mould,  that  if  *twere  cultivated, 
would  (are  his  w^ords)  amply  reward  the  labours  of  the  hufbandman. 
His  journey,  quite  in  modem  fpirit  of  the  times,  exhibits  in  each  page 
a  philosophical  attention  to  keep  ever)'  devotional  idea  carefully  from 
his  reader's  mind.  He  went  from  Sweden  a  true  difciple  of  LinnseiSy 
refolving  to  bring  home  none  but  the  natural  hiftory  of  Judaea ;  and 
tells  us,  that  while  fome  prejudiced  liftener  to  tho(e  monks  whom  he 
defcribes  as  infefting  the  country,  dropt  on  their  knees  where  Beth* 
lehem  was  once  fuppofcd  to  iland,  kifling  perhaps  with  pious  fervw 
that  earth  which  they  imagined  to  have  been  one  day  prefled  by  the 
beneficent  footftcps  of  a  Saviour — he  amufed  himfelf  with  thinking  of 
a  plough,  {o  conftmAed  that  it  might  water  the  ground  w  hile  it  turned 
it  up.  Well !  all  thcfe  wights,  however  they  attra(il  the  reirojpedhs: 
eye. 

Did  as  became  diftinguilhM  men. 
With  compafs,  pencil,  IWord  or  pen- 
In  all  lifc*8  vifits  left  iheir  name. 
In  charaders  which  yet  proclaim 
That  Ihcy  with  ardour  fought  to  raife 
At  once  their  arts  and  country's  praifc ; 
And  in  the  writing  took  great  care 
'1  hat  all  was  full,  and  round,  and  fair. — pRiaiu 

From 
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From  the  writings  of  an  accomplilhcd  contemporary  of  theirs  too,  Ho- 
race Walpole,  may  be  drawn  fome  plealing  confolation;  where  he  fays 
prettily  that  truth  and  error  gain  upon  each  other  like  the  land  and  fea, 
yet  (till  the  happy  balance  is  preferved.  We  may  then  reasonably  hope 
that  proofsof  our  religion  are  preparing  to  appear  in  the  warm  clime 
where  its  firft  feeds  were  dropt ;  and  witneffcs  will  probably  yet  be 
produced  from  all  lands,  of  fafts  which  can  alone  bring  faving  health 
unto  all  nations. 

The  Manillas  meanwhile  were  (haken  by  an  earthquake  of  deftruc- 
tive  confequence,  fcarce  inferior  to  that  which  deiblated  Damafcus, 
and  yielding  in  nothing  to  the  horrors  exhibited  at  Lifbon.  The 
Azores  trembled  in  their  hollow  caves,  whence  flew  the  plovers  which 
they  firft  were  named  from :  the  Guanches  too  were  difcovered  in 
TeneriiFe,  when  that  great  mountain  cracking,  gave  up  its  embalmed 
dead ;  by  avarice  and  curioiity  foon  carried  to  England,  where  I  faw  at 
the  Admiralty  about  the  years  17O8  or  1760,  a  female  ib  preferved  as 
to  excite  a  juft  aftonilhment,  not  to  add  reafonable  contempt  of  care  for 
dead  bodies — ^{ince  when  exerted  to  perfection  of  fkill,  it  was  not  able  to 
proteA  this  princefs  from  being  exhibited  a  Ihow  in  London,  or  from  re- 
ceiving reanimatioT^  at  thelaft  day  in  the  mufeum  of  Oxford  univerfity  ; 
a  place  probably  never  heard  of  in  her  time  at  Guia  in  the  Canary  Illcs. 
But  all  nature  gave  figns  as  if  the  laft  hours  of  our  world  were  approach- 
ing ;  rough  concuffions  Ihook  every  ihore,  and  Ocean  Jieaved  on  his  ex- 
tended  hed,  as  if  in  agonies  preceding  diflblution.  Philofophical  reafoncrs 
found  the  fccond  caufc  of  courfe,  and  calmed  men!s  fpirits  by.  telling 
them,  and  with  truth,  that  thefe  were  the  tricks  of  eleiftrioity.  Africa 
was  not  forgotten,  by  the  more  civilized  continent..  When  my  Lord 
Halifax  was  at  the  board  of  trade,  1  recolleft  the  prince  of  Anambi)o 
at  Bufhy-park  with  his  companions,  two  tall  young  blackamoors  in 
fine  laced  coats;  they  fpoke  Englifli  very  well,  played'  on  the  flute,. 
and  we  called  them  Mr,  Wiiiiam,  and  Mr.  Frederick.  Nothing  is. 
ftrongerin  my  recolleiftion,  than  that  the  gentlemen  and  ladies  making 

a  circle 
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a  circle  in  the  falloon  thcre»  and  placing  us  in  the  nxiddle^  fet  thefc 
two  youths  and  me  to  fay  our  catechifm.  Doftor  Crane,  prebendaiy 
of  Weftminfter,  aiking  us,  and  commending  our  refponfes;  it  was  my 
glory  not  to  mifs  a  word,  and  the  applauie  was  unbounded.  I  was  too 
young  to  confider  the  tears  they  Ihed  at  Oroonoko  as  appropriate  ;*  Lady 
Halifax  and  my  mother  faying  they  half  repented  trying  the  experi- 
ment, did  not  efcape  me,  but  I  comprehended  not  their  meaning :  per- 
haps the  Negro  Princes  fobbed  too  loud  for  a  ftage-box  in  thofe  decorous 
days.  It  was  in  cohfequence  of  converfation  with  the  fame  noble  fa- 
mily, that  Mr.  Brace  was  excited  to  travel  afterward  for  refearch  of  what 
had  fo  long  eluded  difcovery,  the  fource  of  Nile ;  and  folitude  was 
hunted  from  all  her  chofcn  places  of  concealment,  fo  beautifully  enu- 
merated in  the  fame  period  of  time  by  Granger,  whofe  collection  of 
well  chofcn  imagery  b  unequalled,  when  he  exclaims ; 

Oh  foKtude !  rotnantick  maid, 
Whether  br  nodding  tow*rs  you  tread, 
Or  climb  the  Andes'  clifted  fide. 
Or  by  the  Nile's  coy  fource  abide  ; 
Or  darting  from  your  half-year's  flecp, 
From  Hecia  view  the  thawing  deep; 
Or  Tadmor't  marble  waftes  furvey, 
Or  in  fomcrooflefs  cloifter  ftray,  &c. 

While  to  the  countries  of  Fez  and  Morocco,  before  Ben  Abdalla  chofe 
to  quarrel,  for  no  reafon,  with  the  king  of  Spain  ;  an  earthquake  at- 
tended with  more  than  ufual  horrors,  invited  her  approach,  as  fuch  a 

•  Ignatius  Smcho  about  ten  years  afterwards  applied  to  Sterne,  if  I  remember  riglitly, 
and  begged  the  ufe  of  his  pathetick  pen  for  the  poor  negroes.  Doflor  Johnfon  meet- 
ing  the  prcfent  Bi(hop  of  London  at  a  bookfellcr's,  once  in  my  company,  they  talked 
about  it;  but  with  fuch  afperity,  my  recolleAion  retains  that  rather  than  the  end  or 
drift  of  their  converfation.  It  rauft  be  now  thirty-five  years  ago,  4Mr  rather  thiity-tvr^. 
Sterne  died  I  think  in  L76S. 

fuddcn 
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fudden  and  dreadful  diminution  of  mankind  has  not  been  often  fufr 
fcred,  fecn,  or  recorded.     With  regard  to  the  old  Emperor  of  China; 
Kien  Long,  his  fteady  relblutions  of  keeping  his  country  unpolluted 
by  touch  of  connexion  with  any  other,  ieems  to  have  contributed  to  tta 
fefety,  even  from  difkfters  apparently  fcnt  by  commiilion  from  other, 
vyrorlds.     We  read  of  no  peftilence,  no  earthquakes  there.     But  Turkey 
now  has  been  too  long  forgotten,  where,  on  a  declining  throne,  we  left 
poor  Mahomet  fifth  fitting  in  1750,  forced  to  inglorious  peace  with 
Kouli  Khan  ;  engaged  with  ill  iucccfs  enough  againfl:  Germany  and 
Ruffia,  and  terrified  by  fires  at  Conftantinople,  into  perpetual  change 
of  miniftry  and  mcafures.     Such  was  the  pertinacious  fpirit  of  morti- 
fying this  unhappy  fliltan,  that  he,  who  never  heard  of  fimilar  pra^^iccs 
at  home,  and  could  not  read  hiftory  of  what  happened  abroad,  fufFercd 
fad  thoughts  to  prey  upon  his  empty  mind,  fliaken  ftill  more  by  thefc 
extraordinary  concuflions  of  the  land  and  fea,  one  of  which  threatened 
all  Egypt,  and  even  fome  nearer  provinces  of  his  wide  empire,  wifh 
deftrudion ;  till  death  relieved  him  from  difbrdcred  fancies  and  a  fixed 
melancholick  habit,  1754.     On   that  occafion  Ofman  the  third,  his 
brother,  was  fet  up;  and  held  the  Turkilh  fceptre  three  yews  more^ 
fucceeded  by  his  nephew  Muilapha  third,  in  1757.     This  prince  de- 
firous  to  reftorc  the  Ottoman  glory,  provoked  in   17O0  or  17/0,  the 
willing  Czarina  of  Mufcovy  to  war,  by  giving  protedlion  to  ibme  Poliil) 
emigrants,  who  ran  for  refuge  among  his  dominions,  from  Scythifi^IJ 
cruelty,  and  barbarous  politicks.     Under  pretence  of  feeling  for  their 
pungent  forrows,  a  great  preparation  wiis  madd  and  Muflulj?ien  yvcr^ 
fummoned  almoft  to  rife  en  maffe.     But  though  the  imputed  caufc  of 
quarrel  was  a  new  one,  the  mode  of  opening  their  campaign  was  ^fter 
ancient  and  refpeded  uiages.     All  Chriftians  were  prohibited».  o^  |>ain 
#f  death,  from  profaning  by  their  appearance  in  the  greets  px  window% 
that  fiiblime  difpk^  of  Mahomet^s  facred  banner,  carried  in  fblemi^ 
pomp  before  the  Vizier,  wbon  he  obeyed  the  mandate  of  his  mpilef, 
and  fet  forth  from  the  capital  to  deflroy  his  enemies*     Proclamat^cno 
Vol.  II.  3  N  for 
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for  this  purpofc  was  mader  but  made  in  vain.  Two  flippant  females, 
French  women  of  courfe,  defied  the  united  prejudices  of  nations,  and 
took  their  dangerous  (land  at  a  balcony.  Thence  by  contemptuous 
titterings  they  caught  the  quick  and  outrageous  eye  of  a  fierce  populace^ 
cafily  induced  to  let  go  the  proceffion,  pull  down  the  houfe,.and  kill 
thofe  who  took  pains  to  proteift  the  ladies,  who  had  the  pleafure  o£ 
letting  the  whole  town  in  tumultuous  uproar,  and  their  own  lives  in. 
peril,  not  to  be  expreft.  I  know  not  whether  the  European  dames^ 
ever  learned  to  comprehend,  that  the  death- difpenfing  bow  (bring  was  cut 
from  their  white  necks  at  laft,  not  by  any  admiration  of  their  beauty^ 
or  any  refpe^  to  their  rank>  but  becaufe  Muftapha,  like  Ben  Johnibn> 
thought  it  feems,  that 


-a  ftatc's  anger 


Sfiould  not  take  cognizance  of  fools  or  WDmen. 

Calling  his  Mufti  to  confultation  in  all  haflci  that  officer  of  church 
and  ftate  replied,  *'  That  females  having  no  fouls>  ought  not  to  lofc 
•*  their  fole  exittencc  for  their  fenfelefs  faults ;  and  that  what  could  be 
•'  done  by  Chriftians  of  that  fex>  fhould  be  forgotten  by  wife  icrvants 
•*  of  the  prophet."  Conftantinople  thought  it  an  ill  omen  however; 
and  when  Prince  Gallitzin  attacked  the  Turkifh  entrenchments  at 
Choczim,  making  prodigious  flaughtcr,  and  by  pufliing  bis  advantages, 
beat  them  again  not  more  than  three  months  after ;  the  rough  Ja- 
mffitries  began  to  doubt  the  myftick  powers  of  a  (landard  which  bad 
been  ftared  at  by  Adelaide  and  Caroline  Broyard,  who  through 
this  folly  of  the  infidels>  revenged  the  terrors  confequent  upon  their 
own.  The  Vizier's  caution  tx)o,  and  military  prudence,  which  fupct- 
ftition  foon  attributed  to  fbme  fpell  caft  on  him  by  die  Chriftian  ladies, 
who  u(ed  (feid  they)  no  veils  to  counterad  their  operation,  was  repr% 
Rented  by  the  Sultan  as  mere  cowardice;  and  in  compliance  to  thefe 
defires  a  coarfer  character  was  preferred,  wha  itimulated  by  phrenzy  not 
unlike  their  own,  purfucd  with  the  remains  of  their  much  (battered 

army 
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army  the  ftill  retiring  Ruffians  into  Poland,  burned  feme  fmall  towns, 
and  fired  the  magazines,  difpatching  fuch  news  home  to  Conllantino- 
ple  as  fent  the  emperor  to  return  thanks  for  vidory,  whlUi  every  thinks 
ing  man  began  to  fee  a  probability  that  Catherine's  troops  might  one 
day  quite  (urround  the  Porte  by  land  and  fea  ;  and  feat,  for  ought  ap- 
peared, a  Scythian  dame  upon  the  Turkifli  throne.  Such  was  Prince 
Roma«zow's  fucccfs  at  Ockzakow,  Prince  Repnin's  courage  and 
Proforowky's  zeal,  when  to  repair  the  Mufcovitilh  honour,  the  plains 
of  Pruth  witnefled  a  triumph  to  their  arms,  obliterating  all  that  the 
Czar  Peter  the  Great  had  fuffered  on  that  fpot.  No  dignity  of  mind 
could  fail  to  flirink  a  little  from  the  various  perplexities  with  which 
poor  Muftapha  was  foon  furrounded ;  an  infurre<ftion  among  his  Greek 
fubjefts  excited  to  revolt  by  the  Count  Oriow  afflicted  him,  but  the  ic- 
dition  in  Egypt  favouring  Ali  Bcy>  confounded  and  juftly  amazed  alt 
mankind.  This  high  fpiritcd  demagogue  planning  the  freedom  of  that 
bafeft  among  nations,  propofed  opening  the  port  of  Suez,  fpoke  loudly 
of  dividing  the  ifthmus,  and  being  warmly  abetted  by  the  Venetians, 
hoped  for  the  rule  of  the  Red  Sea. 

An  armiftice  with  Ruffia  now  was  neceflary,  that  this  extraordinary 
rebel  fliould  be  checked ;  whofc  partial  fuccefs  fecms  to  have  given 
courage  to  future  adventurers,  although  he  and  his  patriarchal  friend, 
the  Sheik  Dabir  were,  after  long  reiillance,  finally  crufhed,  before  the 
year  I  7/ 5.  Muftapha  out- lived  this  confblation  but  a  fhort  time,  and 
died  well  dcferving  of  a  better  fate  than  fixteen  painful  years  of  tur- 
bulence and  faction,  unprovoked  by  his  clemency,  though  never  un- 
punifhed  by  his  jufticc.  His  confidence  in  a  brother's  care  of  his 
young  fon,  (hews  a  prodigious  change  in  Turkifli  manners,  which 
certainly  foftened  apace,  although  the  contempt  and  antipathy  fliewn 
iff  women,  if  exerting  any  powers  expreffive  of  equality  with  the 
other  fex  ftill  remained,  while  remembrance  was  retained  of  Forka 
among  them.  She  had  been  one  of  their  great  prophet's  moft  fpirited 
oppofcrs,  when  a  marauding  party' of  his  attacked  her  caftle,  long  and 

N  2  '  valiantly 
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valiantly  deicndcd,  and  at  length  taken  by  ftorm.  To  this  circum- 
llancc  fome  writers  on  Arabian  and  Turkifh  cuftoms  attribute  their 
degradation  of  man's  natural  companion  into  a  ilave ;  and  in  f/iisp 
Abdul  Hamet>  reigning  for  his  nephew  Selim,  under  title  of  Achmct 
the  fourth,  conformed  to  the  common  ufagc  of  his  country.  The  reign 
began  moft  inaufpiciouily  however ;  his  Vizier  loft  the  great  battle 
near  Siliftria,  to  SuwarrofF,  who  in  a  ihort  time  demolilfhed  the  Reis 
RfEendi  and  his  40,000  men,  even  without  a  blow :  when  Alexis 
Orlow  having  burned  the  Turkifh  fleet,  ruin  fcemcd  to  furround  the 
iiiblime  Porte  on  every  fide  ;  and  the  hafty  and  unfavourable  negocia- 
tion  fet  on  foot  in  177-*f  was  confirmed  by  the  mediation  of  France, 
with  frcfli  conceffions  from  Conftantinople,  1779.  'Twas  now  all 
Europe  faw,  and  vv;hat  to  RetroJpeSiion  s  eye  is  ftranger  far,  all  Europe 
fcemed  to  pity  too,  the  mean  proftrations  of  a  fplendid  power,  againft 
which  they  all  were  leagued  ere  while,  and  leagued  in  vain.  Some 
dool  rcfleding  minds  opened  their  teftament,  and  obferved  with  re- 
verential awe,  how  the  four  Turkifh  fultanics  expired  upon  that 
very  day,  when  Prince  Eugene  won  the  great  battle  that  happily  pre- 
ceded the  peace  of  CarJowitz,  that  incident  tallying  clofcly  with  the 
gth  chapter  of  St.  John's  apocalypfc,  15  th  verfe ;  others  who  were 
not  perhaps  in  every  thing  of  bifhop  Wilfon's  mind,  were  led  to  re- 
collect the  Arabian  prophet's  veneration  for  locujis,  apparently  confi- 
dcring  that  animal  as  fy mbolical  of  hlmfclf,  his  colours,  and  his 
troops  :*  and  thofc  who  loved  to  tuni  the  page  of  hiftory,  began  to 

*  The  word  Igcuji  fignifying  God^s  army  in  Arabic,  Mr.  Michaelis  obfervcs,  was 
tbe  reafon  Mahomet  forbade  them  to  be  injured  :  I  i'uppofeyfii  meaning  a  burthen^  in 
the  fame  language,  made  the  fame  interpreter  take  the  matter  h'terally  -y  anddefcribe 
a  dying  (inner  as  a  perfon  carrying  bis  fardel  bound  upon  his  back  over  a  plank  laid 
crofs  the  deep  river  ;  if  he  finks  under  it  he  is  condemned  \  if  it  rolls  ofFhis  Ihoulders 
fpontaneouily,  and  drops  into  the  water,  leaving  the  man  light  to  purfue  hisway»  he 

18  accepted. 

Bunyan's  Pilgrim  could  not  be  taken  from  this,  I  think,  yet  there's  a  mamfeft  affi- 
nity. 

feel 
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fed  the  whole  force  of  an.  old  axiom,  quodjis  ejfe  veils,  when  they  per- 

t 

ccivcd  the  Ottoman  empire  formidable  to  humankind,  while  iavage  bar- 
barity brandiflicd  the  battle  axe ;  now  rather  mollified  than  fertilized  by 
cultivation  of  arts  which  fuited  not  the  foil :  fure  it  is,  a  nation  or  an 
individual  either,  who  late  in  life  departs  from  his  original  charafter, 
can  but  lofe  by  it :  and  thofe  pacifick  virtues  which  would  have  made 
the  fubjefts  of  a  gentler  government  happy,  were  little  refpefted  or 
beloved  in  Achmet  IV.  as  an  Englilh  bank  bill  would  be  of  neither 
ufc  nor  eilimation,  prcfented  on  the  banks  of  the  Yolibah,  by  Mungo 
Parke,  to  obtain  a  wretched  dinner  of  oats  and  milk  from  Africans, 
in  whofc  eyes  faphies  to  procure  good  luck  arc  of  far  higher  value. 
The  modem  fpirit  of  toleration  prompted  this  Sultan  however  to  give 
the  Chriflians  leave  for  rebuilding  their  churches,  1776  ;  and  nothing 
but  fears  of  adiual  revolt  could  make  him  withdraw  his  kind  pcrmif- 
fion  in  our  favour.  Such  conduct  indeed  was  much  more  mild  than 
political,  in  a  country  where,  with  all  the  pains  Muflapha  had  taken 
to  enlighten  it,  they  had  not  arrived  at  perfecting  their  alphabet  iit 
the  year  1 780,  Mr.  Eton  fays  ;  and  tells  us  how  a  great  law  profefTor 
having  lofl  an  eye,  procured  a  glafs  one  of  the  proper  colour,  and  ran 
about  a  while  delighted  with  his  purchafe,  and  praifmg  European  arts, 
though  he  curfcd  their  religion,  till  a  near  friend  adviicd  the  rich 
cfFendi  to  fliut  his  feeing  eye,  and  make  difcovcry,  if  no  fraud  lurked 
in  dealing  with  thofe  Chriftians  ;  when,  following  that  advice,  our 
learned  patient  perceived  hinifclf  in  total  darkneis — tranfported  vvith 
rage,  he  flew  upon  the  artift ;  but  the  keen  Florentine  protefting  with 
ferioufnefs,  that  it  was  not  Inlettded  his  Excellency  fhould  fee  with  that 
eye  till  the  next  new  moon,  trace  was  obtained,  and  the  firfl  dark  night 
the  inftrument  maker  cfcaped  away,  and  told  his  talc  at  Venice. 
That  republick  had  added  fomething  to  Mahom^an  difgrace,  by  their 
brave  chevalier  Emo's  extraordinary  fuccefs  againfl  the  Barbary  cor-' 
fairs ;  but  the  plague  fweeping  off  more  human  creatures  in  a  week, 
along  the  (hores  of  Tunis,  than  any  war,  however  defolating,  could 

deftroy 
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ddlroy  jduring  half  a  yerr  or  more,  little  was  left  to  be  done;  and 
JietroJlK^ion  muft  turn  her  tube  towards  the  north  of  Europe,  where 
Poland,  apparently  deftined  to  fee  her  throne  contefted  ercriaftin^y, 
between  a  Staniflaus  and  Auguftus,  had  on  mature  deliberation  pre*- 
tciTcd  this  laft- named  prince,  and  fcnt  le  phthfophe  hwifaifani^  as  he 
was  called,  to  die  under  protcAion  of  his  daughter,  the  Queen  of 
France,  at  Nantci,  in  Lorraine.  His  countrymen  however  had  not 
ftudied  the  old  adage  with  regard  to  matrimony — ►"  Chufc  where  you 
**  love,  and  refolve  to  love  your  choice." 

We  are  told  how  in  Yemen's  land,  Tobba  means  a  king  by  fuccef- 
ilon,  and  Tumma  means  a  king  by  eleAion  :  the  Poles  cared  neither  for 
Tobba  or  Tumma,  as  it  appears;  yet  a  king  they  would  have;  but  afford- 
ing little  more  regard  to  this  mild  and  moderate  fo\  ercign  than  to  his 
predeccflbr,  they  looked  on  with  fmall  concern,  and  faw  the  king  of 
Pruffia  drive  hira  back  to  his  eledorate.  He  died  there,  1/03,  and 
Madame  de  Bianconi,  dame  dlionncnr  to  his  amiable  confort,  uicd  to 
fningle  tears  with  her  recital  of  Ic  Grand  Frederic's  cruelties  to  that  un- 
happy family.  When  Drcfden's  fad  diilrefs  was  at  its  height,  the  poor 
elei^refs  ftood  before  a  cabinet  where  ibme  valuable  papers  were  depo- 
fited,  protefting  to  the  officers  who  fcarched  her  palace,  that  (he  would 
die  at  the  door  rather  than  fee  it  opened.  They  took  her  in  their  arms 
with  mock  reipe<5l,  adding  fomc  infulting  expreffions  Ihe  was  not,  as  Ihe 
exprefled  it,  bom  to  bear,  and  left  her  laid  on  her  own  bed,  whence  (he 
arole  no  more ;  for  in  an  hour's  time,  calling  her  maids  and  confeiTor,  (he 
iaid,  **  That  all  phyficians  help  was  wholly  vain ;  her  heart  was  broken, 
"  begged  to  receive  the  facrament" — (he  did  fo,  then  pre(rcd  Bianconi's 
hand»  and  br^thed  her  laft.  Richardibn  fays  truly,  in  a  lettter  writ- 
ten  by  Lovelace,  .that  our  companion  is  ftrongly  excited,  chiefly  be- 
caufe  the  (oiffcrer  is  a  Clarifla.  How  many  girls,  adds  he,  (hare  the 
(ame  fate  unnoticed  ! !  So  they  do.  Our  ReiroJpe£i  can  fcarcely  grafp, 
much  lefs  enumerate  the  horrid  outrages  committed  by  the(c  officers 
ia  Poland,  where,  by  their  ktvgs  command ^  in  177 1>  when  he  refolved 

to 
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jto  peopla  hi9  own  barrcfn  lands  at  their  cxpencc,  foldicrs  were  feen  bind- 
ing.youiikg females  hand  and  foot,  and  carrying  them  off  as  criminals^ 
forcing  iuch  pai^nts  too,  as  poflefled  any  thing,  to  add  a  hog,  a  cow,  a 
iheep>  a  bed,  for  marriage  portions.  How  many  hearts  were  then 
broken  ?  Ypt  our  eye  refts  upon  a  death  of  greater  dignity — It  does,  it 
does ;  the  very  letters,  the  charaders  in  which  our  narrative's  com- 
pofed,  confift  of  great  and  fmall,  bigger  and  lels ;  nor  could  Voltaire 
himfelf,  when  in  his  rage  for  general  ccjuality  he  wrote  the  Slide  dc 
Louis  quatorze  all  in  minufcular»,  bring  up  that  pra^ee  among  the 
iflftttering  writers  of  his  time.  Poland's  frightful  and  aftonilhing  dif- 
isncemberment  was  certainly  one  of  the  greateft,  ftrangcft,  and  leaftto 
be  expe<5lcd  occurrences  recorded  in  this  fummary :.  it  was  the  firft 
breach  in  the  new  fyflem,  and  fince  Europe  was  become  a  fort  of  comr 
monwcalth  cemented  by  commercial  intcreft,  eadi  ftatc  nominally  in- 
dependent of  the  others,  yet  eaeh  virtually  fubfifting  through  the  fup- 
port  of  all  the  reft,  no  fucb  attempt  at  forcible  di/arraaigement  had  been 
dreamed  on,  Yet  monftrous  as  muft  be  confeflcd  the  condu<5l  of  the 
three  partitioning  powers,  Auftria^  Mufcovy,  and  Pruifia,  mankind'^ 
fupincncfe  was  more  monftrous  ftill :  and  further  from  the  common 
courie  of  things,  when  Dantzick,  once  the  free,  the  nohk  city,  was 
fccn. ruined  ;  and  grafs  abfolutcly  growing  in  a  town  fo  late  ihc  mart 
ul  all  that  trade  can  (hjcw  magnificent  or  ufcful..  War(a.w  too,  talking 
of  liberty,  devoured  by  armies  confcfl'cdly  furrounding  hec  walls  for  purr 
pofc  of  awing  the  debated  within,  whilft  the  nobility,  reduced  te 
wretchednefs^  {^lw  their  Priace  Radzivil's  twelve  apoftles  of  mafly  gold, 
fo  long  ptcfcrved  in  that  old  family,  melted  down  for  their  owner's  prCr 
fcnt  and  prefling  neceflities*  Baronefs  Wiclopolika's  imn^nfe  eftates 
too,  confifcated  without  one  confoious  pang,  by  the  emprcfsqiueen,  whofe 
barCh  decrees  drave  that  unhappy  lady  to  madnefs,  beggary,  and  fuicide. 
For  Poniatowfky,  (called  one  fcarcc  foes  why)  king  of  the  country  ;  fiis 
ieizure  and  balf-accompUAied  aftailination  in  1771>  appears  to  have 
bceni  followed  by  npi  confocjuences  of  magriitude,  equal  to  the  attcotpt. 

He 
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His  virtues  availed  blm  as  little  as  his  hardihood^  to  which  alone  upon 
that  tning  occafion,  he  mirft  have  .owed  his  life:  the  heft  thing  whick 
bcfcl  him  in  his  age,  was  to  have  been  once  the  favourite  of  Catherine 
in  his  youth,  and  that  was  worth  but  little,  when  his  tyrant  who  had 
in  1  7O4,  figncd,  icalcd,  and  fwom  to  rcrwunce  every  claim  on  Poland, 
icnt  in  tlic  year  1 773,  her  laucy  envoy  Stackenhurgh,  M^th  orders  not 
to  be  deficient  in  Jiauteur  towards  the  king :  accordingly  when  he  ww 
dealing  at  the  game  of  pharos*-and  Poniatowfkl  entered  the  room : 
the  Ruffian  pointed  to  a  chair  (we  read)   and  continued  his  play  un- 
mindful of  all  but  that.  Her  condu<5l  was  notwithftanding  the  leaft<3rffen- 
iive  among  all  the  perjured  powers.    In  the  year  1 7  74,  Oie'cottdefccndcd 
to  remit  250,ooo  rubles  to  the  man  (he  once  had  loved,  and  once  had 
helped  to  ruin  :  while  emigrants  daily  ran  to  her  dominions,  as  a  re- 
fuge from  the  cruelties  of  Frederick,  and  the  unfeeling  ftcmnefs  of 
Maria  Thcrcfa,  leaving  the  bigot  queen  and  plilofophick  philanthropift, 
the  plcalure  of  mutual  alliance,  mutual   applaufe  ;  ^  hile  curfes  of 
<:hri{lian  mart}^rs  followed  her  ibldiers  ftep»,  and  blighted  nature  flirunk 
iftt  his  approach.     Unlike  thefc  chambers  fuperior  Catherine,  though 
individual   life  was  nothing  (hcltcrcd  by  the  rclationftiip  of  hufband 
or  Ion's  confort,  when  her  convenience  called  for  their  extinction,  tbou- 
fands  have  owed  their  being  and  felicity  to  her  wife  inftitutions,  her 
mild  government,  her  falutary  laws ;   and  millions  yet  unborn  may 
blcfs  the  hour  when  after  1 754,  her  heart  was  held  firm  to  the  Ruf- 
lian  throne  by  birth  of  a  young  boy,  on  whom  'twas  thought  the  grand 
duke  looked  with  eyes  more  jealous  than  afFeftionate,  fo  fond  was 
dying  Elizaveta  of  her  heir.     When  once  inaugurated,  and  placed  in 
his  aunt's  feat  however,  on  which  occafion,  he  was  feen  to  (hew  a  leWty 
not  quite  becoming  ;  Peter  declared  his  paffion  foir  the  Pmlllttn  lierd, 
wore  his  uniformi  called  himfelf  his  lieutenant,  carried  his  piAure 
upon  his  finger  as  a  ring— flighted  the  infant  Czarowitch,  end  even 
talked  of  fettling  the  fucceffion  on  young  Iwan :  by  ill-jfidged  vifits  fc 

thishaplefs  prince  accelerating  his  afTaflTmation,  and  bringing  fowf^ 

other 
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other  tragl^l  events  which  his  fneud  Frederick  had  foretold.  The 
death  of  fuch  an  ecnperor  'tis  plain  could  have  produced,  however 
'twas  occasioned,  no  evil  to  his  country  ;  when  the  OrlofFs  vi  ith  a  vaft 
party  of  nobility  fet  Catherine  the  lid.  in  the  place  of  power  1/02. 
Her  comprehenfive  mind,  her  code  of  laws,  her  abolition  of  the  tor* 
turc,  and  ftiU  expreffcd  defire  of  chriftian  toleration,  demand  the  thanks 
of  mankind  and  enforce  their  cfteem.  Her  reign  was  a  fucceffion  of 
general  benefits  done  to  her  kingdom  and  the  world  in  general,  her 
care  for  the  police  w^as  fuch,  that  Peterfburgh  bccarne  the  fafeft  city  of 
all  Europe  to  dwell  in ;  and  tho(e  who  come  from  thence  may  be  for-^ 
given  if  they  reproach  the  towns  of  London,  and  Paris,  w  hich  were 
called  polinicd  long  before,  while  her  imperial  rcfulcnce  was  a  bog. 
The  attention  of  this  queen  to  trade  indeed,  added  to  her  infatiatc  thirft 
of  univerfal  dominion,  gave  her  ill-thoughts  of  England  ;  and  ill-will 
to  our  profperity.  She  knew  Great  Britain's  power  over  the  fca,  and 
tried  to  bend,  that  which  flic  could  not  break.  If  the  lad  tale  Gorani 
tells  be  true,  how  an  Englifli  conful  at  Leghorn,  was  made  fublervient 
to  her  cruel  purpoie  on  the  unfortunate  lady,  who  bred  at  Rome,  was 
cheated  by  Alexis  OrlofF's  arts,  into  cpnfent  of  a  mock  marriage  with 
him,  and  a  rebellion  againft  Catherine— we  fee  the  neighbour  nations 
blacken  under  her  ftiadc,  as  the  fwamp  fliumac  tree  is  repqrted  to  poi^- 
fon  thofe  who  touch  and  tamper  with  it.  'Twas  in  17/1,  that  this 
poor  Princefs  Tarrakannoff,  under  pretence  of  feeing  the  Mufcovitifliand 
Britifh  navy  riding  along  fide  each  other,  near  to  the  Tufcaq  ftiore,  was 
trapt  on  board  a  Ruffian  £hip  and  carried  to  the  port  of  Peterfl>urgh, 
where  fhc  wasiaid  to  cxp'ure  under  the  knout,  a  martyr  to  tlie  emprefs's 
ambition,  and  her  care  to  exterminate  all  progeny  of  her  prcdeceflbr's 
private  marriage  with  Count  RazumoiFiky,  Tlmt  fujch  a  fovereign 
knew  not  the  extent  of  her  punilhnxent  could  not  be  alledged ;  none 
throughout  her  w  hole  dominions,  wide  aa  they  wcnc,  fo  well  knew  what 
was  done  in  them  as  the  Czarina.  She  anfwcred  many  of  Mr.  Coxe's 
cfucflioi>s  herfelf,  that  he  ipight  not  difaera.thc  ignorance  of  her  beil 
Vol.  II.  3  O  governors. 


/ 


474         TRANSACTIONS  IN  THE  EAST  AND  NORTH,      [ch.  xxr. 

governors.  To  our  incomparable  Mr.  Howard  fhc  was  lefs  commtmi- 
cativc,  becaufc  he  would  not  go  and  fc?  her  fine  improTcmcnts,  I 
follow  prifons,  was  his  word;  not  palaces.  In  the  fame  ftrain  Diogenes 
of  old  delighted  to  trample  on  'the  pride  of  Plato,  **  He  does  it  with 
ftill  greater  pride/'  rejoined  the  favourite  difciplc  of  great  Socrates. 
Mr.  Howard  loft  information  and  gained  nothing  by  his  forbearance  of 
innocent  flattery.  The  cmprefs  received  all  letters,  all  petitions,  her- 
felf ;  fate  with  the  children  of  the  Czarowitch  hcrfelf:  they  were  by 
his  fccond  marriage.  The  firft  confort,  unhappy  princefs  of  Hefle,  was 
not  permitted  to  bring  heirs  to  Catherine,  who,  while  her  ion  and  daugh- 
ter-in-law from  Wirtemberg  travelled  for  amufement,  made  it  hcr's  to 
watch  over  the  inftru<5lion  of  their  young  ones,  write  tales  for  them ' 
herfelf,  and  fee  their  tutors  mindful  of  their  duty. 

We  will  leave  in  1779  this  character  to  her  panegyrifts,  who  for  the 
afts  blamed  in  all  fovereigns  we  have  read  of  hitherto,  heap  praifes  upon 
Catherine  the  fecond.  Other  monarchsarc  termed  Icn^jpt  to  their  perfonal 
favourites  ;  (he  is  called  munificent.  Her  equals  have  had  one,  or  at 
Icaft  two  of  thefc  rapacious  appendages  to  greatnefs ;  Catherine's 
biographers  enumerate  fourteen  I  think.  Elizabeth  of  England's  glory 
and  happinefs  were  thought  tarniflied  by  death  of  Mary  Scot,  whofe 
machinations  never  wx)uld  have  ceaied  but  with  her  rival's  life.  Young 
Iwan,  Wilhelmina,  Peter  the  third,  and  his  unhappy  coufin  Madcmoi- 
felle  dc  TarrakanofF,  fcem  never  to  have  come  near  the  great  Czarina's 
confcience.  Even  tempered  and  ferene  were  her  hours,  her  letters, 
her  manners  ;  and  her  mode  of  enjoying  the  dignity  Ihc  ftrove  fb  hard 
to  obtain ;  but  gentle  in  her  own  deportment,  it  was  her  will  that  all 
her  minifters  at  foreign  courts  fhould  be  haughty.  Count  Saldem, 
whom  (he  fent  to  Copenhagen,  was  faid  to  have  fomewhat  exceeded 
his  commiflion.  In  an  evil  hour  did  he  awe  or  pcr(iiade  the  empty 
king  of  Denmark,  Chriftiem  the  (cventh,  to  travel,  for  his  improve- 
ment poflTibly,  through  France  and  England.  I  well  remember  his 
da(hing  through  Derbyfhirc  by  torch-light,  having  lain  in  bed  all  day 

at 
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at  Buxtoii  or  Mattock*  The  fwcct  bloilbm  wc  fcnt  him  over  in  1 7  60, 
Was  quickly  blighted  in  their  northern  atmofphere,  and  fent  difgracc- 
fully,  after  a  few  years,  to  Zell,  where  (he  won  hearts  without  being 
fufpeded  of  connexions  more  common  in  the  country  flic  went  firft 
to,  than  that  ftie  fprung  from.  It  was  Struenfee's  oppofition  to  the 
Muicovitiih  intriguers,  Saldemand  PhilofophofF  coft  him  his  life:  pro- 
teAionfrom  a  beautiful  youpg  queen  could  not  avail  him,  as  Frederick 
the  fecond  feid  moft  wifely,  '*  They  muft  be  fovereigns  in  their  own 
right,  *'  cried  he,  "  with  whom  a  mah  may  converfe  freely,  and  con- 
vcrfe  (afely/*  Our  Carolina's  death,  in  1776,  drew  tears  from  every 
eye,  and  fighs  from  every  heart  that  was  not/rozen.  She  left  a  young 
prince  heir  to  the  crown  behind  her,  whofe  portrait  was  the  laft  thing 
touched  her  lips.  Here  RetroJpe£fs  beft  pleafure  is  to  obferve,  that  the 
rapacious  emilTaries  (Saldcrh  efpecially )  of  their  ambitious  emprefs,  ibon 
loft  her  favour ;  and  that  before  the  year  1 780,  fhe  had  loft  HoUlein 
too  ;  all  for  the  fake  of  keeping  Denmark's  flexible  fovcrcign  in  her 
hands,  to  ufe  againft  poor  Sweden  if  need  were.  While  good  Adol- 
phiis  reigned  there  indeed,  his  gratitude  inclined  him  to  oblige  the 
court  of  Ruffia,  but  little  did  he  dream  that  Catherine's  haughty  mi- 
.  nifter  count  Qftermann  meant  to  abridge  his  power  by  private  refor- 
mation on  his  table  expences,  till  dcatli  relieved  him  from  the  ftrange 
degradation  of  begging  a  bottle  of  wine  in  his  own  hoyfe,  from  tlie 
tyrannical  ambaftador.  His  fucceflbr  Gufta vug  refolved  on  breaking  off 
fuch  yokes  at  once.  His  manners  were  well  formed  for  purpofe  of  bring- 
ing about  a  revolution  in  his  favour.  IFords  have  a  wonderful  efFcft 
in  ignorant  nations,  and  this  prince  was  eminent  for  flucnc)  .of  ha- 
ranjgue.  His  powers  of.  rhctorick  were  fuccefsful,  and  he  aAually  talked 
the  Swedes  into  what  bears  almoft  a  ludicrous  idea  in  any  words  I 
can  nfe,  into  a  revolt  in  favour  of  tb^cir  king.  A  fpcech  like  thofe  in 
Livy  is  attributed  to  him,  where,  after  enumerating  many  truths  with 
that  graceful  energy  peculiar  to  himfclf,  he  ends  by  faying,  ''  Now  -if 
.       :  3  O  2  -  any 
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'*  any  one  can  contradict  thcfc  fa^>  let  him  tcply.^  Their  iilence 
vfBs  interpreted  convi<%on.  Count  Oftermann  however  wouM  not  be 
convinced  ;  he  fet  his  agents  to  foment  re1>ellion,  and  failing  in  that 
attempt,  wrote  to  his  miftrefs,  who,  oh  receipt  of  thoie  diipatcbes, 
fitted  a  fleet  of  gallics  out  from  Cronftadt.  Guftavus,  plumed  by  his 
power  over  his  countrymen  and  over  their  language,  in  which  he  wrote 
a  play  not  deftitute  of  merit,  called  Curiofity  ;  fet  forward  to  St, 
Peterfburgh,  June  1777f  meaning  to  try  bis  eloquence  on  Catherine; 
but  that  fly  politician  defpifed  his  volubility,  veritage  as  fhe  called  it, 
and  laid  fucccfsful  fnares  for  his  vain^-glorioufnefs ;  heaping  his  toilet 
with  trinkets,  and  wagering  with  him  that  he  dared  not  attempt  in* 
troducing  a  new  drefs  in  Sweden,  where  fhe  hoped  any  innovation 
would  be  attended  with  the  fame  confequences  that  Charles  the  third 
had  experienced  in  Spain.  OurSwediQi  monarch  had  however  better 
fuccefs  in  the  filly  hazard  :  his  people  fuffered  their  prince  to  perfuade 
them  that  he  was  refloring  the  antique  fafhion  of  habiliment  worn  in 
his  great  anccflor  s  day*  Don  Carlos  by  a  manifeft  preference  of -French 
manners  to  thofe  of  the  nation  he  was  called  to  mle  over,  had,  and  not 
unjuflly,  difgufled  his  fubjeds,  by  finking  at  the  prejudices  every 
country,  like  every  individual,  feels  for  itfelf.  Guflavus  however, 
refolved  to  fee  more  of  Europe  than  either  Stockholm  or  Peterfburgh 
could  exhibit.  A  journey  to  Holland  fhewed  him  new  varieties  in  the 
tulip  race,  and  though  his  florid  talk  made  little  imprefSon  on  the 
burghers  of  Amflerdam,  they  difplayed  their  wealth  willingly,  and  gave 
him  fubjeds  for  future  convcrfatiom  This  fbvereign*s  charafter,  though 
rather  flafhy  than  brilliant  perhaps,  was  certainly  that  of  a  wit;  nor 
can  he  be  deemed  remote  from  a  good  flatefman,  who  is  able  to  laake 
words  fland  in  lieu  of  money,  for  all  faw  that  Guftevus  had  little  to 
beflow.  The  filent  Sophi  of  Perfia  meanwhile,  and  thcadivc  Tartar 
Khan  Sahim  Gueray,  took  their  advantages  of  Ruffian  power.  Ruffian 
ambition,  and  added  weight  to  the  miferics  of  Turkifh  diftreis.    The 

French 
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French  ambaflador,  Saint  Prieji,  and  the  minifter  Vergcnnes,  made 
peace  among  all  thefe  potentates,  and  had,  before  the  year  178b, 
drawn  up  the  plan  of  that  vile  armed  neutrality,  to  which  all  Europe 
fo  willingly  acceded,  and  by  which  Mufcovitifli  Catherine  was  fet  as  it 
werej  to  hold  Britannia  faft  by  both  hands^  whilft  the  other  powers 
hifled  on  her  rebellious  colonies  to  teaze  her,  and  give  them  opportunity 
to  pick  her  pockets. 


CHAR 


-i^s       ,  GENERAL  RETROSPECT.  [ch.  %xu.^ 


CHAP.  XXIL 


GENERAL     RETROSPECT, 


FROM   1780  TO  1790. 

TF,  during  this  turbulent  period,  our  partiality  fliould  place  England 
-■-  as  the  prominent  feature  attrafting  Retroaction,  let  us  at  leaft  con- 
fcfs  flie  has  deferved  it.  Her  follies  were  the  follies  of  a  day,  a  week 
at  moft ;  ^ 

She  bears  no  token  of  the  fabler  ftreamt. 

But  mounts  far  off  among  the  fwans  of  Thames. 

Though  fcized  in  June  1 780,  with  the  endemick  dlfcafe  rife  among  all 
countries,  fedition,  breaking  out  into  revolt ;  one  of  the  members  of  her 
legiflaturc  did,  without  doubt,  bring  up  a  multitude  no  fewer  than 
twenty  thoufand  men  to  awe  her  councils,  and  difturb  her  peace :  Par- 
liament not  only  faw,  but  feh  the  infult  and  the  danger,  and  while 
their  very  houfe  was  threatened  with  deftrudion,  the  law-lords  flying 
from  their  blazing  refidenccs,  London's  chief  magiftratc  trembling  in 
his  chamber,  and  our  capital,  for  three  nights  and  days,  exhibiting  the 
appearance  of  a  city  taken  b)'  affault ;  her  king's  intrepid  coolnefs 
faved  the  ftate.  He  put  the  town  in  peace,  preferved  the  Bank  and 
records  of  the  Tower,  and  when  exertion  of  prerogative  alone  could 
have  preicrved  tranquillity  among  us,  his  care  was  chiefly  employed  to 
ihorteit  the  time,  and  the  neceffity  for  fuch  exertion.     That  care  was 

really 
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really  wanted.  The  dwellers  in  our  opulent  metropolis,  alarmed  at 
what  had  paft,  were  willing,  as  Solon  long  ago  faid,  **  all  civilized  per- 
*^  fons,  in  like  cafes,  would  be  moji  willing  to  become  unconditioning 
^*  fervants  to  one  man,  their  native  prince,  rather  than  thus  by  liftening 
'*  to  mad  demagogues  fet  all  their  gains  to  hazard,  and  cxpofe  their 
'*  families  to  tumult,  death  and  ruin."  Of  fuch  turn  in  men's  opinions 
our  exemplary  fovcreign  was  fccn  to  feek  no  advantage.  The  courfo 
of  law,  the  currents  of  cornmon  life,  rolled  in  their  old  channel.  Mini- 
fters  danced  the  ha'ie  in  and  out ;  the  orators  declaimed  as  before,  Icis 
heeded,  perhaps,  but  ngt  lefs  noiiy,  than  when  Burke's  laboured  pane- 
gyric upon  Keppel,  reminded  one  of  Softratus  the  archite<fl,  who,  build- 
ing a  turret  for  Ptolemy  Philadelphus,  engraved  his  own  name  on  it 
to  laft  for  ever :  the  other  foon  wore  out.  But  after  various  efforts  for 
carrying  on  adminiftration  to  men's  minds  at  home,  finiftiing  the  war. 
abroad,  and  concluding  general  peace,  that  peace  was  owed  at  laft  to 
the  famed  Ville  de  Paris,  &c.  falling  before  the  mercilefs  fire  of  Sir 
Samuel  Hood,  and  gallant  Elliot's  aftoniihing  defence  of  Gibraltar,  the 
longprojcAed  capture  of  which  place  was  meant  to  heal  the  breach  in 
Spanifli  honour  made  by  Sir  George  Rodney,  to  form  a  fine  ipeStacle 
for  Count  D' Artois,  with  which  he  might  delight  the  Queen  of  France, 
who,  with  that  favoured  brother-in-law,  had  fecn  and  mourned  their 

* 

boafted  navies,  littering  the  fea  :  meant  alfo,  by  Vergennes,  to  grate 
the  ears  of  ever-envious  Catherine;  who,  while  her  artifts  were  em- 
ployed in  cutting  out  of  a  folid  rock  the  coloffal  ftatue  of  Czar  Peter 
the  firft,  hated  to  hear  of  any  thing  done  greatly  out  of  her  own  do- 
minions, willingly  forgetting  that  in  a  part  of  Europe  fhe  wiihed  to 
annex  to  them,  Alexander's  flatterers  had,  twenty- one  centuries  before, 
propofed  hewing  rnount  Athos'  fclf  into  refemblance  of  their  admired 
hero ;  holding  a  town  in  one  hand  with  ten  thoufand  inhabitants,  a 
rcfervoir  in  the  other  to  fupply  that  town  with  water.  For  capture  of 
Gibraltar  then  the  furly  Spaniard  ^^n;^  note  of  dreadful  preparatiouj  let- 
ting forth  armaments  filch  as  had  not  been  fince  Philip  fitted  out  the 

invincible 
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invincible  armada,  lefs  worthy  than  the  prcfcnt  one  to  attraft  juft  ad- 
miration, cither  for  novelty  or  magnilude ;    for  matchlefs  dignity  or 
deep  contrivance,     *•  Well  !  let  the  mountebanks  come  forward  with 
**  their  fliow/'  faid  calmly  our  incomparable  \\eteran  ;  and  when  their 
fifty  fhlps  of  line  diJ  come,  covering  the  bay  with  their  attendant  fri- 
gates, bold  Elliot  poured  upon  'cm  from  the  fort,  his  red-hot  balls,  with 
fuch  prccifion,  fuch  rapidity,  that  upon  that  triumphant  night  for  Eng- 
land, the  few  fcorched  individuals  that  cfcaped  fo  fmgular,  fo  fierce  a 
conflagration,   owed  their  cxiftcncc  to  thofe  men's  humanity,   whofc 
courage  was  confcflcd  without  an  equal.     Forty  thoufand  French, 
commanded  by  their  princes  of  blood-rojal,  faw  from  the  heights, 
amidft  the  darkncfs  of  the  midnight-hour,  with  agony  of  mind  equal- 
led alone  by  their  own  morning  confidence;  their  combined  fleet,  their 
coftly  work   in  flames :    and  almoft  all  Spain  collcded  as  fpcAators, 
viewed  the  effect,  when  faithlcfs  Naflau  fought  againft  Great  Britain. 
That  prince's  vcffcl  was  among  the  firft  confumcd.     Sixty-five  officers 
and  privates  only  from  out  our  adive  garrifon  loll  their  lives  in  faving 
the  little   that  was  left  of  the  burned  enemy  s  ;  about  three  hundred 
and  forty  of  our  almoft  innumerable  foes,  mangled  and  half  drowned, 
Ihricking  for  help  to  thofc  they  had  fet  down  as  certain  prey.     Under 
the   impreflSon  of  this   cxtenfive,    this   disgraceful   calamity   to   the 
Bourbons^   and  by  the  light  of  this  diftinguiflied  blaze  of  glory  to 
Great  Britain,  peace  was  figrted  in  i;83. 

Holland  was  dcfervedly  worfe  dealt  w  ith  on  that  day,  of  all  our  neigh* 
bours ;  France  reftored  nearly  what  flic  had  acquired  ;  America  gained 
that  independence  flie  had  fo  paid  for :  and  the  pleafure  (if  it  was  one), 
of  hearing  our  reciprocal  fricndfliip  called  in  future,  by  the  enemies  to 
both,  a  mere  meafure  of  policy ;  which  had  till  then  been  fuppofcd  by 
them  to  flow  from  duty's  warmer  fpring.  How  different  were  the 
thoughts  of  copper-coloured  chiefs ! — when  in  reply  to  Wafliington's 
application  for  afl[iftance  againft  us  in  17/0,  they  had  exclaimed — 
**  Brothers !  had  an  alien  ftricken  you,  our  help  ftiould  have  been  yours ; 
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but  wc  Indians  can  find  no  tradition  of  blood  warring  z^mSc^itfeif. 
May  your  dark  clouds  be  difperfed  !'*  Amen  !  and  to  the  Ononda- 
goc*s  fimple  prayer,  be  thcfe  fwect  vcries  added ! 

Fly  fwift  yc  years  !  Ye  minutes  hafte, 

And  in  die  future  lofe  the  paft. 

O'er  many  a  iieavt-afTefting  tale 

Oblivion  cad  thy  friendly  veil, 

Nor  backward  turn  th'  indignant  eyei 

Nor  hear  fad  Uetrofpc&iorC s  figh  ; 

But  with  afFe£lion's  tendrils  twine  us /aft| 

And  may  that  facred  union  ever  laft. 

But  we  return  to  Europe,  where  Charles  Illd.  of  Spain,  crofled  in  his 
hope  of  ever  more  regaining  proud  Calpe*s  rigid  rock,  fecmcd  happy  in 
the  ceflion  of  Minorca,  although  indebted  for  its  capture  to  the  fick- 
nefs  of  a  refblute  garriibn,  and  brave  commander,  whofc  warm  refent- 
xnent  of  le  due  de  Grillon*s  attempt  to  corrupt  Scotch  honour,  led  them 
to  continue  their  fallies  and  defence,  till  fix  himdred  animated  Skele- 
tons at  length  quitted  the  place  to  his  Callilian  majefty,  whofe  poffef- 
fion  was  confirmed  by  treaty,  1 783.  On  this  occafion  Zcno's  account 
of  rhetorick  and  logick  obtrude  themfclves  upon  a  reader's  mind :  the 
firft  with  open  palm,  as  he  fays,  elegantly  prefentcd ;  the  fecond  with 
a  clofe- clenched  fift,  fuddenly  and  roughly  returned.  The  death  of  this 
monarch,  always  familiarly  called  Don  Carlos,  and  the  coronation  of 
his  fuccefior,  prince  of  Aflurias,  was  no  unwelcome  news  to  England 
in  1788,  or  1789.  Their  family's  intermarriages  with  Portugal  wci'c 
pleafing :  the  fovcreign  of  that  realm,  faithful  to  her  engagements,  had 
been  our  friend  through  the  American  war ;  and  to  fay  truth,  our  failors 
had  fbmettmes  abuicd  the  freedom  of  her  ports.  They  became  daily 
lefs  dangerous  to  all  nations,  from  the  queen's  new  refolve  to  punifh 
murderers — once  fafe  in  the  protection  of  a  church  porch,  but  from 
whom  fanduary  was  now  withheld,  making  alKranks  of  men  rejoice  at 
the  abridgment  of  that  power  in  the  papacy.  But  her  declining  health 
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and  growing  fymptoms  of  an  incurable  difeaic  upon  the  fpirits,  toward 
the  end  of  our  prefcribcd  ten  years,  drives  back  our  RetroJ][^6{ion  to 
Great  Britain,  where  a  fbange  coalition  of  two  miniilers,  as  fucccflbrs 
to  Tamerlane  and  Aurengzebe  perhaps,  propofed  a  fudden  feizure  of  all 
charters,  under  pretence  of  checking  peculations  in  E^ft  India.  The 
gout  and  {lone  leagued  thus,  do  now  and  then  drive  petty  maladies 
from  haraffing  our  human  frame. 

The  year  1784  however  called  up  Mr.  William  Pitt,  fecond  fon  to 
the  great  Lord  Chatham ;  and  inheriting  his  talents  rather  than  his 
animation ;  his  value  for  peace,  rather  than  his  paffion  for  war ;  a 
financier  capable  of  healing  Britannia*s  recent  wounds,  foothing  her 
forrows,  conciliating  her  cruel  enemies,  and  likely,  by  a  feries  rather 
than  a  clufter  of  endeavours,  to  feat  her  high  among  her  ftruggling 
competitors ;  rendering  her  wealth,  her  honour,  and  her  happinefs, 
progreiTive  on  to  times  beyond  our  fight ;  when  neighbours  unalarmed 
Ihould  let  her  mount,  and  touch  the  pinnacle  of  earthly  perfedion. 
Beneath  his  hand  all  breaches  feemed  to  clofe  :  Ireland  herfelf,  reftleis 
and  turbulent,  inflamed  by  blafts  of  irregular  patriotifm  to  try  an  auk- 
ward  copy  of  America,  as  rockets  imitate  mount  JEtna  or  Vefuvius ; 
was,  before  1/8/,  well  difpofed  to  confefs,  that  theirs  was  an  imperial 
crown  annexed  to  ours  ;  that  they  wiftied  nothing  but  a  Ihare  in  Eng- 
land's fate  and  fame ;  while  their  beft  orator,  difplaying  his  beft  elo- 
quence, magnified  their  powers  to  maintain,,  if  uncontrouled  by  Eng- 
land, large  commerce  with  every  continent  under  heaven.  No  con- 
tinent but  felt,  or  hoped  to  feel,  chearing  efFefts  from  our  young  ftatef- 
man*s  condu<ft.  His  cherifhed  friend  Wilberforce,  another  Bemftorff, 
to  whofe  pious  cares  the  Danifli  peafants  owe  their  liberties ;  brought 
forward  petitions  to  annul  the  trade  for  human  life  upon  the  coaft  of 
Africa.  Some  charadlers  untainted  by  that  forgetfulnefs  of  God  andfcorn 
of  man  which  commonly  attend  immenfe  pofleffions,  aflifted  the 
work;  and  projeded  a  company  trading  to  Sierra  Leone,  the  exporta- 
tions  of  which  fhould  be  Chriflian  inftruAion,  fweetened  by  Chriftian 
liberty ;  the  importations  national  honour^  and  the  fame  of  having 
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freed  their  fellow- creatures  from  oppreflion.  Whether  that  colony 
will  be  able  to  countcraft  the  endeavours  of  Pifania,  where  Dr,  Laid- 
ley's  politencfs  to  Europeans  and  gentlenefs  to  flaves  (an  article  of  his 
commerce)  has  been  remarked  and  celebrated,  I  know  not ;  but  in  a 
(hort  time  freedom  wHl  come  to  the  negroes  by  fome  means  ;  and  it 
would  grieve  our  Retroj^eSt  to  fee  French  philofophy  bring  to  pafs 
what  Britilh  piety  and  cool  pcrfifting  refolution  was  unable  to  effeft. 
About  the  year  1774  or  1775,  there  came  out  a  beautiful  philippic 
againft  flavery,  in  a  book  called  Voyage  a  Vljle  de  France,  written  by 
Saint  Pierre,  I  fancy.  There  is  a  tranflation  from  it  in  one  of  the 
Annual  Rcgifters,  quite  in  the  modern  ftyle  of  philanthropy,  fenfibi- 
lity,  &c. :  but  it  did  good :  fo  did  Voltaire's  fly  fatirc  in  Candide, 
where  he  fays,  *'  Cejl  a  ce  prix  que  vous  mangez  lefucre  en  Europe^ 
Many  pleafmg  writers  took  up  the  caufe  after  they  had  thus  been  fliewn 
the  way,  and  all  the  world  now  wifties  them  fuccefs,  however  the  in-r 
tereft  of  private  individuals  may  militate  againft  it  for  a  while. 

Meantime  the  furious  cry  raifed  againft  Mr.  Haftings,  and  the 
ftrange  artifices  ufed  by  thofe  who  had  choice  of  words  at  command, 
to  carry  that  cry  beyond  St.  Stephen's  chapel,  with  which  it  had  in 
truth  too  long  refounded  ;  was  moderated,  and  we  may  fay  modulated 
by  Mr.  Pitt  into  a  note  of  rational  interrogation,  by  which  to  find  out 
how  things  did  really  ftand  in  India,  where  people  were  beginning  to 
believe  of  Britifli  governors  fohie  fads  that  might  better  have  been 
credited  had  Retrojpe^ion  told  them  of  Caligula.  To  get  moneys 
much  had  no  doubt  been  done,  which  good  minds  would  not  dictate, 
nor  delicate  minds  delight  even  to  hear ;  but  of  that  much,  Haftings 
had  apparently  done  little.  To  hear  the  cry  againft  him,  one  would 
have  thought  that  he  had  nightly  killed  a  child,  to  make  a  poultice  for  a 
pimple  on  his  back  out  of  the  baby's  liver.  This  Hyder  Ali  did  for  many 
weeks.  A  lady  who  lived  long  in  Hindoftan  afliired  me,  that^/^  kfiew 
of  fixteen  infants  which,  when  the  tyrant  had  a  tumour  on  his  flioul- 
nder,  were, all  devoted  to  this  dreadful  purpofe,  and  our  horror-<ftricken 
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Englifh  called  him  Herod.     Under  Pittas  roikl  adminiibation  each 
meafure  took  a  charader  of  gentleneis :  he  fireed  our  trade  at  home 
from  all  embaraflments,  let  on  foot  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  France^ 
made    himfelf  idolized  by  the  popular  party  houriy  tncreafii^  in  all 
nations ;  and  deiirous  to  (hine  rather  with  the  mildne&  of  May  than 
the  fervour  of  Auguft,  preferred  winning  his  way  by  juftly  increafing 
eflecm,  to  carrying  the  world  before  him,  as  his  fiither  did>  by  a  grand 
coup  de  main.     Coolneis  indeed,  and  fomething  like  what  the  French 
emphatically  call  hifoudance^  was  the  prevailing  charaAer  of  the  times. 
A  yet  unaccounted-for  darknefs,  without  eclipfe,  dropt  upon  all  France; 
the  fame  accident,  a  while  before,  frightened  Philadelphia,  New  York, 
&c.;  and  while  fires,  deftruAivc  of  forty  thoufand  houfes  at  a  time,  illu- 
minated the  ftreets  of  Conftantinoplc  :  half  the  town  of  Chriiliana  in 
Denmark  dropt  down  in  one  day.     But  theie  accidents  were  among 
people  that  nobody  knaivs  off  iaid  our  mock^inicnfibles ;  and  when  their 
own  king's  life  was  flruck  at  1 78G,  it  was  the  way  in  London  to  make 
that  a  fair  cxcufe  for  laughing  at  the  aukward  bow  of  fomc  men  that 
were  knighted  when  carrying  up  a  complimentary  addreis.     This  ac«* 
cident  was  not  io  coldly  received  upon  the  continent,  where  Margaret 
Nicholibn* s  infanity  obtained  leis  credit  than  did  the  fraudulent  flat^ 
tery  of  a  foreign  miniiler,  who  on.  that  day  was  fuppofed  to  have  af* 
fcfted  a  concern  he  fcarce  knew  how  to  feel.     But  'twas  the  year 
1  fSQ  (hewed  our  king  his  true  friends,  when  happily  recovering  from  a 
dreadful  fever,  of  infinite  importance  certainly ;  though  never,  I  be^ 
loDve,  likely  for  a  moment  either  to  ihorten  life  or  injure  realbn ;  he  foon 
perceived  who  amplified  and  who  had  deprecated  his  diibrder ;  and 
learned  no  doubt  the  mean  advantages  which  had  been  meditated  to 
be  taken  of  his  abfence  from  power,  and  at  how  critical  an  inilant  his 
refumption  fruftratcd  their  vile  defigns.     To  Retro/peiikn  it  feems 
ntoft  aftonifhing  how  the  king's  virtues,  and  our  juft  admiration  o€ 
them,  contributed  (as  if  by  the  immediate  hand  of  heaven  it&lf )  to* 
throw  hxmand  his  miniilers^  him  and  his  trueft  friends^  all  on  the  de-* 
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mocratick  fide ;  and  fct  even  the  clolcft  adherents  to  monarchy  among 
lis,  upon  cramping  every  exertion  of  power  in  the  regent,  although 
lawful  heir  to  an.  hereditary  throne,  and  graced  with  accomplifhrnents 
that  have  raifed  to  many  a  prince^  a  formidable  party  in  the  ftate. 

But  all  events  tended  invariably  to  one  great  point,  and  every  love- 
reign  in  his  turn  accelerated  the  fcheme  of  general  providence.     On 
the  laft  year  of  thefe  eventful  ten,  died  Abdul  Achmet  the  Turkilh 
Adrian,   the  fouthern  Frederick ;  refined  and   learned ;    half  a  free- 
thinker too,  far  as  thought's  freedom  can  take  place  in  Turkey.     His 
gay  fpeech  to  Sir  Robert  Ainflie  was  an  unprecedented  hazard  of  free 
fpeaking. — **  Were  I/'  faid  he,  laughing,  **  to  leave  my  own  religion 
'*  and  turn  Chriftian,  I  muft  abfolutely  become  a  Roman  catholick  ; 
**  for  I  never  yet  could  hear  of  one  Frotejlant  whie  that  a  man  could 
"  drink  with  pleafure."     'Twas  happy  that  fo  many  loiTes  had  fo  little 
impaired  his  fubllme  highncfs's  good-humour.     But  while  immortal 
SuwarofF  was  receiving  from  Catherina  diamonds  of  ineilimable  value 
to  put  in  his  uncombed  head,  as  a  reward  for  thofe  unequalled  vie* 
tories  he  had  obtained  over  the  Ottoman  Porte ;  this  generous,  this 
difmterefted  fultan  was  fettling  the  Turkifh  crown  upon  his  nephew, 
^oung  Selim,  long  confided  to  his  care.     Such  liberality  made  the 
emperor  efteemod  even  by  thofe  Janiflarics  he  wifhcd  to  disannul,  and 
feared  by  the  new  prophet,  of  whofc  zeal  for  reformation  lately  pro- 
mutgaledi  the  Ruffian  princcfs  took  every  poffible  advantage:  her  heart 
was  ict  upon  the  pldicingyoung  Ccwiftantine,  fecond  fon  to  the  grand- 
Aike,  upon  the  throne  of  the  old  Conftantincs,  and  driving  out  fbt 
ever  thofe  Mahometan  intmdcrs — a  projed  never  abfent  from  her  head, 
however  (he  might  amufe  hcrfdf  and  them  by  making  brilliant  and 
cxpenfive  fcafts  for  Jofeph  or  Guftavus,  royal  vifitants.     The  firft  of 
thefe,  fbon  as  his  mother's  corpfe  was  cold  in  earth,  began  his  despe- 
rate reforms  around ;  and  with  iiich  violence  that  Pius  fcxtus,  with 
the  extorted  confent  of  his  facrcd  college,  rcfolved  upon  a  journey  to 
Vienna,  in  order,  if  pofliblc  to  ftop  his  hand.     This  fcheme  has  been. 
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cx)ndcmacd  by  wife  men  iince,  only,  1  think,  becaufe  'twas  inefFedlual. 
the  plan  was  not  ill  laid,  nor  could  a  fitter  pontiff  have  been  formed 
than  Brafchi  for  the  purpofe  of  fuch  expedition,  one  who  knew  better 
how  to  mingle  dignity  with  foftncfs,  or  was  nicer  Ikilled  to  move  the 
paffions,  and  bend  a  lofty  chara<9:er,  without  incnrring  degradation  to 
his  own.     But  Joieph's  charatlcr  was  cold,  not  lot'ty  :  neither  majef- 
tically  ftern  was  he,  nor  roughly  barbarous ;  but  hardened  by  a  frigid 
flat  philofophy,  incapable  of  all  imprcffion. 
From  Vienna  then  in  1 782  Pius  turned  back,  to  pray  and  hope,  as  he 
himfcif  exprefled  it.     Pafquin  cried  aloud  **  Let's  fmg  two  maffcs  now 
*'  dircdlly,  one  for  the  Emperor  without  the   creiio^  one  for  our  Pope 
^'  without  the  gloria.''     But  Cardinal  dc  Bernisdropt  a  tear,  and  faid, 
triftis  cjl  anhna  mea  ufque  ad  mortem.     He  dreaded  and  juftly  the  effcAs 
of  jacobinifm  ;   he  knew  that  clubs  exifted  in  every  great  city  through- 
out Europe,  of  men  afterwards  known  by  name  of  jacobins :  when  they 
obtained  in  Paris  an  old  convent  belonging  to  that  order  for  their  meet- 
ing-place; they  were  now  called  Encyclopediftes,  Philofopher-Adcptes, 
&c.     In  their  dcfpite  fomc  momentary  fervour  had  indeed  been  excited 
among  common  minds,   wherever  the  once  venerated  head  of  the 
Romilh  church  appeared  upon  his  journey,  although  the  emperor  had 
licenlcd  many  books  burfting  from  Weifhaupt's  den  to  damp  theif 
warmth— one  in  particular  called,  *'  Who's  the  Pope  ?"  which  publi- 
cation he  was  infultingly  fuffercd  to  fee,  as  if  by  accident.     At  Vienna 
too  one  of  their  philoibphick  nobles  had  been  encouraged  to  fhakc  him 
by  the  hand  with  a  familiar  cordiality,  rough  and  unprecedented.     But 
at  generous  Augfburg,  where  papal  power  firft  met  oppofition,  wheif 
popes  indeed  were  powerful,  refpcA  alone  watched  his  returning  fteps. 
The  Lutheran  librarian  of  that  Protcftant  town  kneeled  to  the  Sovereign 
biftiop  he  revered,  and  rifing,  made  a  fpcech  full  of  admiring  praiies 
juftly  bcftowed  upon  the  tafte,  the  literature,  the  erudition  of  a  prince 
capable,  faid  enchanted  Mertens,  of  enlightening  with  true  knowledge 
the  Chriftian  world.      Tlic   world  was  not  of  Mcrtcns's   opinion. 
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lUunt'tnatl*  of  far  different  Ihapes  appeared,  and  nought  was  fcen  in 
Germany  or  France  at  leaft,  but  by  the  red  glare  of  their  afphaltick 
torches.  Pius  went  home,  and  was  even  there,  ('tis  faid)  coolly  re- 
ceived. A  new  attempt  when  unfuccefsful  will  be  blamed,  and  his 
was  an  expenfive  one ;  expenfivc  at  a  time  when  every  royal  trcafure 
feemed  exhaufted,  unlefs  we  look  to  Ruffia.  If  gracelefs  Rome  re- 
gretted even  the  money  which  had  been  fpent  to  drain  the  Pontine 
marlhes,  well  might  this  vain  endeavour  be  ill  thought  on :  and  if  it 
was,  Pius  had  no  rcfource.  The  ftory  related  in  two  books  1  have 
read  lately,  evince  the  feeblcnefs  of  ccclefiaftical  government,  in  its  lall 
belplefs  ftate  of  abfolute  decay ;  but  both  the  authors  have  fupprcfled 
fuch  paflages  as  were  told  me^  upon  that  fpot,  and  at  that  moment 
when  and  where  it  happened.  Roviglio,  an  old  mcchanick  of  the  town, 
ufcd  to  come  twice  o'week  to  the  palace,  for  purpofe  of  looking  over^ 
and  cleaning  the  chronometers,  quadrants,  and  inflruments,  with  which 
the  pope  amufed  his  Icifurc  hours,  and  was  a  fort  of  humble  favourite; 
fuch  as  are  found  in  all  great  houies,  or  ufed  to  be.  He  (laid  away 
however,  and  was  afked  after :  •*  Ah  Santita,"-  replies  the  page  in 
waiting,  "  poor  old  Roviglio  has  been  robbed,  and  is  in  great  diftrefs 
^*  indeed.'*  The  pope  commanded  his  appearance;  and  the  man  told, 
his  melancholy  tale  :  the  ftiop  was  llript,  and  he  had  applied  to  Mon* 
iignor  Bufca,  lieutenant  de  police,  but  could  get  no  relief*     "  Plague 

*  lllumhiail  firft  fprung  up  in  Spain,  by  what  I  can  Jearn,  about  the  year  1675.  A 
prieft  or  vifionaiy  from  'reneriffe  with  a  CarineJitefs  Cathcrina  dc  Jefus  as  his  conr- 
panion,  called  thcmfelves  Akmbrados.  But  Signor  Villcpandro  and  the  lady  were  both 
put  to  death  by  the  Inquiiition  at  Cordova  or  Corduba,  becaufe  they  maintained  that 
teing  Illumlnailj  no  fin  would  be  imputed  to  them  do  what  they  would*  Their  nume- 
rous followers  were  difperfcd  through  fear,  and  fome  abjured  their  errors. 

Peter  Gurrin  revived  this  fcft,  and  headed  a  large  body  of  Illuminez  in  France,  163-^, 
but  Louis  treize  difperfcd  and  drove  them  out  of  fight. 

The  Rofycrucians  vicve  I/iumincJti  in.  Oliver  Cromwell's  time— fee  notes  to  Grey'i 
Hudibras.  They  had  been  called  Invljible  brothers,  1  believe,  whilft  fear  of  ecclefi- 
aftical  power lafted.  I'hcrc  has  been  always  fome  of  tliis  frec-mafonry  in  the  world; 
*Us  the  removal  of  danger  by  church  and  ftate  that  produces  it  a$  now  to  op^n-vie-jj. 

''  him 
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*'  him  no  more,"  fays  Pius  fextus,  "  he  is  (6  crols  I  hardly  venture  to 
"  fpcak  with  him  myfclf:  here  is  three  hundred  pounds  to  iet  you  up 
*'  again,  poor  as  I  am,  we  muft  not  lofc  Ro\ngUo/*  The  watchmaker 
went  home,  telling  his  wife  and  every  one  he  met  between  his  own 
iioufc  and  the  Vatican  ;  and  putting  the  three  hundred  pounds  behind 
his  pillow,  lay  down  to  flccp  a  happier  man.  than  ever.  The  houfc 
was  broken  into  that  very  night,  and  the  purfe  ftolen  from  under  his 
head :  emboldened  by  the  kindnefs  of  his  fovereign,  he  ran  again  to 
the  palace  tearing  his  hair  ;  and  the  pages  laughed  at  him.  Enquiry 
liowever  was  again  provoked,  and  the  mechanick  once  more  made  his 
mournful  appearance. 

*'  Look  ye  Roviglio,'*  fays  the  pope  giving  him  a  pur/c,  '*  this  is 
**  all  I  can  J  and  all  I  will  give  on  this  foolifh  occafion  :  but  get  a  gun, 
**  d*ye  hear,  and  ftandupon  your  own  defence  to-night,  and  kill  thefe 
'*  rafcals  if  they  come  again :  do7it  be  afraid j  even  if  you  ihould  kill  t'X'o 
■•*  of  them,  for  I  protell  I  will  give  you  ahfolutlon  fnyfelf\  and  you  may 

'^  rely  upon  my  faered  promlfe  for  it."     This  fcrved  as  chat  in  Rome 

■ 

when  I  was  there,  and  all  the  other  talk  was  about  Sweden's  king,  ^nd 
the  meeting  by  a  concerted  chance  of  the  two  fbvcreigns  in  the  Mufeum 
Clemcntitium.  Much  too  was  told  about  the  wonder  which  Guftavus 
had  excited  by  hearing  divine  (ervice  daily  in  his  houfc,  as  if  he  were  a 
chriftian  like  ourfclves,  fays  a  lady  to  me,  when  ever}' body  knows  the  poor 
man  is  a  heretick,  e  chepeggio  i  non  ha  Coniantt  come  ial  Milord  InglefeJ* 
Of.Jofeph  the  fecond's  faith  they  had  a  far  better  opinion,  though  there 
was  qucition  of  his  new  modelling  the  Lord's-prayer ;  and  when  we 
returned  to  Milan,  he  had  ftruck  every  faint's  name  out  of  the  calen- 
dar, except  St.  Peter  and  Paul ;  commanding  the  Blefled  Virgin  to  be 
no  more  called  Mater  Dei,  but  Mater  Chriftiy  &c.  I  faid  they  Ihould 
publifh  a  pafquinade  in  return,  proclaiming  Maria  Thcreia  no  longer 
mother  to  the  emperor,  but  mother  to  Jofeph  the  fccond.  A  Chriftian 
could  not  have  fpoke  better  *'  di  maniera  piu  catolica'  replied  they,  ad- 

*  And  which  is  worfe,  A^  is  a  heretick  without  money  in  his  pockets,  not  like  art 
Englifli  ;wy  Lord, 

miring 


CH.  XX11.3         FROM  A.  D.  1780,  TO  THE  YEAR  1790.  489 
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miring  at  my  orthodoxy,  and  adding,  what  pity  fuch  a  one  fliouW  be 
B  herctick !  Ferdinand  qf  Naples  would  not  however  by  the  great 
brother-in-Iaw;a  fglicitations  be  led  to  break  up  any  old  ufages,  except 
prcfisnting  the  white  palfrey,  which  he  was  willing  enough  to  efcape. 
Hks  iieatt  was  fct  ou  feeing  his  town  full,  and  'twas  his  fport  to  Ihew 
the  Gflfamd  Duke  'of  Tufcany,  how  runaways  from  Florence  filled  his 
ftrects.  ^  They  were  when  I  faw  them,  thronged  by  thofe  dreadful 
earthquakes  which  bad  dcfolated  all  Apulia  and  its  environs,  and  driven 
multitudes  from  Sicily,  &c.  to  feck  refuge  under  the  wing  of  their  pa- 
ternal prince,  wlio,  when  the  dreadful  news  arrived,  fliut  himiclf  up 
and  behaved  like  one  diftraded.  The  queen,  enraged,  cried,  "  Hcrc'$ 
^*  acoiU  indeed— why,  one  would  think  that  you  had  loft  a  child'' — 
^^  And  have  I  «d/,  dear  miftrefs,"  cried  the  monarch  ?  *^  Oh,  tell  not  me, 
^*  1  have  loft  fifty  tlioufand  of  aoay  children,  and  find  no  means  of  fupply 
*'  for  tiie  furvivors."  No  diftrefs  ever  yet  was  feen  to.  equal  that  of 
which  Marie  CaroKne  fpoke  fo  lightly.  Her  hufband's  beautiful  and 
tributary  coufin,  Geracc  Grimaldi,  a  feudal  countefs  of  the  old  fort,  was, 
with  her  anciart  calHe  and  numerous  attendants,  fwallowed  up  dive 
by  a  3rawning  chafin  made  in  the  earth ;  while  four  thoufand  faithful 
fubje6U  ftrove  in  vainto  refcue  her  loft  body  from  the  black  abyis,  whence 
ifluing  fbmes  for  fourteen  days  fucceffively,  guarded  the  princely  prey. 
*'  God  grant,**  fays  Count  Ippolito's  pathet ick  letter, ^^  that  the  columns  of 
•"  our  terraqueous  globe  m^  not  be  finally  looicncd  by  thefe  concuffions^ 
God  permit  that  the  necdSary  balance  both  of  natural  and  moral  things 
miy  be  once  again  rdlorcd!"  Btah  were  indeed  roughly  and  pretema^ 
turally  Ihaken,  and  blind  felf-fufliciency  drove  unheeding  fools  into  each 
opening  gulph.  Among  tkiaic  who  thought  moft  highly  of  themfelves, 
from  comparifon  of  her  own  accompliihments  with  thofe  of  her  con- 
ibrt,  might  be  ranked  the  queen  of  Naples.  When  Guftavus  came  to 
her  court  on  a  vifit,  and  talked  away,  as  was  his  cuftom,  about  the  re- 
volution at  Stockholm— -^^  Where  was  the  ^tt^^«  all  this  time.  Sir,'' 
fays  Marie  Caroline.—^'  At  home,  no  doubt,"  replies  her  royal  friend  ; 
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'^  but  I  forget,  becaufe  no  one  confulted  her  on  the  occafion.'* — '^  Ah 
ha !"  exclaims  Calabrian  Ferdinand,  in  his  loud  voice  and  boifteroiu 
manner,  *^  you  fee,  miftrefs — {{o  he  always  calls  this  princeis,  becauic 
**  flic  firll:  taught  him  to  read  and  write) — ^you  lee,  miftreis,  kings  arc 
**  wifcr  in  the  north,  than  they  arc  down  in  thcfc  warnl  and  effeminate 
**  latitudes.  Here  Sweden's  monarch,  a  fine  fellow  !  can  rule  bis  wife 
•*  as  well  as  his  country  !"  The  vilTt  was  not  long  delayed,  however, 
after  this  converfation.  Marie  Caroline  efteemcdno  fbvercigns  but  her 
brother  Jofeph,  who  found  few  luch  iincere  admirers  as  herfelf.  To 
gain  the  world's  applaufe,  he  undermined  the  firm  fupporters  both  of 
church  and  ftate ;  yet  fcarce  could  have  fecured,  I  think,  even  his  own 
approbation,  when  he  who  had  devoted  his  whole  reign  to  demolition 
of  monaftick  orders,  muft  have  obfcrved  upon  a  RetroJpe£i  how  he  had 
condemned  himfelf,  or  was  at  leaftby  tmfeen  power  condemned,  to  lead 
the  life  of  a  laborious  monk.  St.  Paul,  who  preached  falvation  to 
mankind,  and  at  the  fame  time  perfedied  his  awn,  pail  not  his  time 
more  painfully  than  did  this  emperor,  worn  out  with  difficidties,  cares 
and  griefs,  before  he  was  forty-nine  years  old.  The  benefits  which  he 
conferred,  though  numerous,  were  fecret ;  the  evils  ceiiilting  from  hia 
ronduft,  though  few,  were  glaring  :  his  reft  perpetiially  broken  by 
fchcmes  to  reconcile  contradictory.  projcAs,  his  every  paflion  eroded,  his 
appetites  blunted,  and  his  odd  reiblution  not  to  return  even. the  inno** 
cent  careilbs  of  a  faithful  dog,  the  only  thing  that  loved  him,  as  he  iaid^, 
were  difpofitions  fit  for  a  faquir,  or  for  a  half-difciple  of  thefe  modem 
philofophifb,  whofe  fcrvice  is  hacd,  and  whofe  reward  is  v?rctchednefs. 
The  Milancfe,  governed  by  a  German,  were  ill«-pleafed  of  courfe ;  the 
Brabantines,  ftill  lefs  content  with  an  Italian,*  and  when  his  beftder 
fences  in  the  country  were  all  difmantled,.  the  people's  warmeft  prcjui- 
dices  all  offended  ;  Jofeph  felt  fretted  at  finding  his  ovm  oppoied. 

^  Count  Wiltfeg  governed  at  Miton,  as  we  all  know.  Count  Belgoiolb  had  his  pala<7e 

at  Bruflclls. ' 

The 
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The  king  of;  Pruffia's  death  and  charaftcr  affords  a  ftriking  contraft, 
''  Let  us  eat  and  drink,  if  to-morrow  we  die,"  was  his  maxim  :  he  ne- 
ver  feems  to  ha^^e  contradidcd  himfelf  at  all,  and  having  apparently 
contradifted  others  only  when  fome  ftrong  paffioiv  puflied  him  to  the 
aft,  manldnd  forgave  his  violences,  and  he  died,  regretted  even  by  thofc 
whofc  families  had  been  confumed  to  nothing  in  his  fervice:  and  while 
the  emperor's  beneficial  kindnefTcs  were  ftill  attributed  to  caprice,  Fre- 
deric's fevcrities  went  through  the  world  under  no  rougher  name  than 
PruJ/ian  dlfcipUne.  A  bright  Bohemian  ruby,  nurfed  in  Flinty  was  the 
true  emblem,  of  this  great  king's  charader ;  and,  to  fay  truth,  his  fuc- 
ceflbr  came  forward  to  no  fmall  difadvantagc  after  one  fo  rough,  but  yet 
fo  radiant.  He  had  a  bufy  time  indeed,  an  adive  part  to  play  in  Holland 
engaged  in  civil  difcord,  and  refolved  the  Stadtholder  fhould  hold  their 
Jiates  no  longer.  The  orange  faded  faft  after  'twas  fqueezed  by  France 
and  Spain,  and  poifoned  againfl  England  its  beft  friend :  and  Frederic 
the  third  had  the  ftrange  mortification  to  fee  his  fifler  grofsly  infulted 
by  Dutch  boors,  who  puffed  with  new  ideas  of  democracy,  fmoaked 
their  tobacco  in  the  princefs's  prefence,  detaining*  her  upon  the  road, 
frighting  her  horfcs,  and  brutally  laughing^  her  female  fears  of  being 
overturned  in  the  canal..  Thefe  domeftick  affliftions,  howfoever,  kept 
not  his  mind  from  prcgeds  of  ambition ;  and  Poland's  impatience  under 
the  yoke  of  her  participators,  offered  him  hope  of  making  ufeful  alliance 
there,  with  a  new,  a  ftrong,  and  independent  republick.  But  Mufco- 
vitifli  Catherine  kept  the  nominal  king  of  that  country  a  penfioner  on 
her  naunificence,  nor  meant  to  loofe  old  Lufitania  into  a  fituation  of 
chuiing  her  own  fellowfhips,  among  which  the  Turk,  every  day  more 
and  more  cz£y  to  ailimilate  with  Chf iflian  powers,  might  poflibly  wifh 
to  be  one.  The  court  of  Peterfburgh,  on  that  account,  held  Ponia- 
towfky  fafl,  and  fpared  no  pains  to  incenfe  his  hapiefs  nobles  againfl 
-each  other  by  mutual  accufations.  of  evil  which  they  fcarcely  could 
have  hindered,  and  forrows  which,  when  they  fuffered  from  furround- 
ing  kings,  themlclves  redoubled  on  their  wretched  peafantry,  till  all  was 
•anguilh  and  all  was  oppreffion.  It  was  a  time  of  turbulence  unequalled; 

3  Q  2  no 
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— no  country  fcemed  at  cafe,  although  philanthropy  and  a  defirc  of  ge- 
Xicral  happinefs  had  never  been  fb  talked  of.  Grave  authority  hafted  to 
heaven,  like  Aftraea  in  fabulous  times — nor  could  the  king  of  Sweden 
hold  his  firih.  The  grand  Autocratrix  herfelf  difdained  not  to  ule 
often  female  influence  inftead  of  ftriift  command ;  while  by  rewards 
unparalleled  in  ftory,  (he  purchafed  her  beft  lervants*^  bcft  afie^ions. 
There  is  indeed  fomcthing  like  deftiny  written  on  the  charadcrs  o£ 
diftinguiftied  perfonages :  for  though  this  lady  changing  her  favourites,, 
heaped  on  them  all  at  parting  liberal  gifts  of  land  and  money,  tenants 
and  cottagers,  diamonds  and  trinkets  to  immenfe  amoimt :  fending 
them  away  to  travel  for  the  moft  part,  which  muft  have  carried  vaft 
fums  out  of  the  country — we  hear  of  Catherine's  bounty  ftill,  and  never 
of  her  profufion.  The  queen  of  France  liked  to  make  preftnts  as  well 
as  (he  did,  and  give  fine  entertifinments  ;  but  with  her  frolicks  nobody 
(ecmed  plcafed. 

After  k  prince  dc  Guemene  broke  for  thirty  millions,  l,500,oool. 
ilcrling  of  our  money  in  the  year  1 782,  Louis  feizc  refblvcd  to  fet  bounds 

to  the  much-blamed  extravagance  of  his  gay  confbrt,  and  when  fhe 

•  

afked  for  4000  pounds  Englifli  for  fome  fine  (how,  bid  Turgot  bring  her 
the  ca(hall  in  gold,  not  paper,  that  (he  mighty^^  what  (he  had  required 
— was  his  word  ;  and  that^  out  of  the  aftual  fubfiftence  of  the  people. 
Lovely  Antoinette  with  filent,*  but  fweet  fmiles,  accepted  kindly  the 
reproach  with  the  rouleau  ;  and  changing  its  dKpofal,  gave  it  all  in  little 
fortunes  to  one  hundred  poor  youths  and  maidens  who  appeared  drcffci 
In  a  decent  uniform,  with  happy  faces,  (landing  in  tw^o  rows,  when 
the  king  went  next  time  to  Notre  Dame.  A  character  of  fo  muchr 
true  defcrt,   levigated  by  fo  much  frivolous  hilarity,  would  once  have 

♦  Know,  fmilcr  I  at  thy  peril  art  thou  plc»»'4 
Thy  plcafuicis  the  promifc  of  thy  pain. 
Misfortune,  like  a  cicditor  fevcre, 
But  rifes  in  demand  for  thy  delay, 
She  makes  a  fcourge  of  paft  profperky 

To  fling  ihec  more,  and  double  tky  4iftrefs.'*^^**r0m/i  N^  TMmjiKf. 

been 
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been  all  but  adored  in  France ;  but  more  than  virtue  now  was  neccf- 
fary  to  make  kings  beloved,  and  more  than  merit  or  than  beauty, 
queens.  Some  of  the  penfioners  upon  this  charming  creature's  greatly 
abufed  bounty,  difgraccd  hex  choice  ;  and  feme  lamentations  concern- 
ing her  aftonilhing  expences  greatly  difgraccd  the  lamenters.  Her 
milliner's  penfion  of  J5ol.  o*year  Englifh,  was  talked  of  as  eitornrons ; 
as  for  the  annuity  paid  to  Tinfame  Raucoux,  it  had  been  better  never 
talked  of  at  all.  A  near  relation  of  Charles  Lamcth  befKles,  was  faid 
to  have  affifted  in  emptying  her  ever-open  purfc  ;  and  with  the  money 
and  anecdotes  picked  up  at  Verfailles,  confirmed  her  kinfman  in  his  re- 
fblution  to  ruin  its  poffeflbrs.  The  light-hearted  daughter  of  Maria. 
.Therefa  dreamed  not  of  deep  defigns  ;  flie  wore  caps  a  la  Keppel,  faw 
his  effigy  trailed  through  the  dirt  after  the  2;th  of  July,  1/78,  clap- 
ping  her  hands  with  joy ;  ^nd  liftening  with  tranfport  to  every  tale  thafi. 
brought  ill  news  for  England  from  America,  till  having  caught  a  fevere 
cold,  fome  one  obferved  it  was  the  influenza  brought  over  from  New 
York.  "  Ah  Madame !  (cried  a  lady  of  the  court)  wc  ihaFl  foon  catch 
*^  a  diibrdcr  thence,  more  defperate,  and  no  lefs  contagious."  **  Whar 
"  can  that  be  ?"  exclaimed  Antoinette  !  **  The  independenzay*  replies 
Vaupilliere  :  but  incurable  difeafe  of  all  the  French  finances  much  ac- 
celerated thij^  iy billine  oracle's  fulfilment.  To  remedy  it  Neckar  w  as- 
called  in,  how  vainly  !  The  king,  who  fcems  to  have  been  feldom- 
wrong  when  confulting  his  ow^n  heart  only,  faid  aloud,  **  Thi^  man 
"  will  make  a  miferable  minifter  for  our  extenfive  dominions,  accuf- 
•  ^  tomed  as  he  has  been  all  along  to  the  little  Swifs  cantons/'  •*  Sire, 
'^  we  will  never  confult  him  about  ftatc  affairs  (replied  Maurepas),  he 
**  is  a  niere  banker."  *^  With  which  poft  you  will  (fays  Louis)  find 
'*  him  not  contented."  But  though  Calonne,  who,  when  the  queen*: 
wanted  money  always  made  one  anfwer,  and  faid  Madame,  if  poffible 
the  thing  ftiall  be  done ;  and  if  />/pofl[ible,  it  Ihall  be  tried  at,  was^ 
without  doubt,  a  cafti-keeper  more  pleafing.  Scarce  any  experiment 
Neckar  propofed  to  try  as  remedies  to  the  grand  evil  mtX  with  a  rcat 
oppofition  firom  the  Ibvereigh;  who  willingly,  before  that  man's  arrival/. 

had 
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bad  very  much  abridged  his  prerogatives,  abolifliing  the  mart  main  y  giv- 
ing up  the  corvette y  and  extin^ifhing  the  droit  de  pouvjmte,  whilft  he 
even  denied  himfelf  a  tour  to  Fontaineblcau  in  1780,  for  fear  of  Irefli 
cxpences,  little  imagining,,  that  in  eleven  years  he  fliould  be  forcibly 
detained  from  driving  to  St.  Cloud,  by  a  people  whom  he  loved  too 
w^ell.  His  predcceflbrs  had  heaped  debts  and  taxes  on  them  ;  his  lludy 
was  to  fufFer — all  himfelf.  The  three  or  four  laft  reigns  had  quietly 
endured  upon  the  civil  lift,  even  the  annuities  paid  to  the  miftrcffcs  of 
their  king's  minifter  :  Madame  de  Vergcnncs'  pin-money  was  the  laft 
of  thefc  (hamelefs  charges.  Louis  feize  meantime,  dcftincd  to  expiate 
all  their  crimes  and  follies,  contracted  his  own  eftablifliment  fo  clofcly, 
no  room  was  left  for  fpread  of  influence;  thus  cutting  oft' from  one  hand, 
by  a  reform  bill,  all  means  of  conciliating  men  of  talents  or  confe- 
quence,  whilft  by  the  inflammatory  temper  of  the  times,  all  fcnfation  of 
power  was  melting  away  from  the  other.  Left  thefe  mcafures  fliould 
prove  infufticient  to  his  ruin,  ibme  ftrange  fatality,  or  ill-timed  advice, 
prompted  him  to  retrench  the  foldicrs'  pay,  and  difbblige  the  only  body 
of  individuals  joined  together  for  his  proteftion.  Reform  indeed  in 
every  branch  belonging  to  his  ftate  had  been  fo  long  dcfirable,  that 
'twas  grown  dangerous,  fo  long  had  it  been  neccflary,  it  was  (to  fpeak 
in  paradox)  impraClicable.  An  old  majcftick  building  fallen  to  decay 
with  long*  permitted  ivy  clinging  round,  is  a  true  emblem  of  the  French 
king's  court.  The  vegetable  bat  had  fixed  its  claws  fo  faft  and 
thriven  fo  exceedingly ;  that  each  apartment  was  quite  over-run,  and 
noxious  animals  made  ncfts  in  it,  accelerating  the  fabrick's  ruin :  where 
the  great  ftones  disjoined  by  leaves  and  dirt  ofiend  each  looker  on: 
**  Cut  down  the  clafping  evil,"  is  their  cry,  **  tear  it  away."  Left 
Superficial  obfervers  will  on  approach,  fee  how  the  pliant  branches  by 
their  twift,  hold  tight  thefe  parting  mafles  to  each  other,  giving  an 
artificial  firmncls  to  the  whole.  A  financier  like  Neckcr  haftenedits. 
fall>  he  cut  the  fupplemental  cords  of  binding  wood,  difturbed  the  ob- 
icene  birds,  and  ran  away,  leaving  the  houfe  to  tumble,  when  'twas 
time ;  but  every  little  incident  brought  on  that  hour.     When  long 

before. 
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[  before,  they  idolized  our  Fi'anklin;  he  muft  have  laughed  I  think  while 
teaching  them  to  fing  fa  ita,  for  from  him  they  learned  it ;  the  poor 
^ueen  dancing  her  pantin  to  the  tunc,  dreiled  in  the  femblancc  of  her 
fevouritc  philofopher,  mruft  hare  rera'mdcd  him  of  haplcfs  Dido,  *  who 
carefled  infant  love,  as  Ihe  did  infant  liberty,  to  her  undoing.  But  tolly 
was  not  confined  to  females:  w^its  wrote  the  following  line  upou 
Franklin's  buft^ 

Enpuit  fulmen  cselo,  fceptrumquc  tyrannis. 

*^'  and  the  princes  applaud  with  a  furiousjoy  ,and  the  king  feizcd  a  flam- 
beau with  hafte  to  deftroy."  Tlie  nation  was  intoxicated  ;  air  balloons, 
a  new  plaything,  plcafed  all  ranks  of  people;  another  philofbphical  fop- 
pery was  introduced  under  name  of  animal  magnetifm.     Man's  powers 
over  his  own  reaibn  were  daily  exalted — he   who  profeffed  to  extradl 
from  perfpirable  eflcnce  the  elixir  of  life,  was  liflencd  to  by  thofe  who 
ought  to  have  defpifed  fuch  arrogant  abfurdity  ;  and  fbme  man  was 
expected  to  walk  in  wooden  fabots  over  the  unfrozen  river  faftcr  than 
a  horfe  could  trot  over  the  bridge.     This  feems  like  madnefs  or  fatuity^ 
mais  Us  navoient  de  Tefprit  que  contre  Dieu,  as  one  of  their  own  angry 
jellers  faid  againft  the  other ;  and  Ncckar  the  ftate  quack,  w  hen  recalled, 
could  think  of  no  remedy  by  which  to  fave  it,  except  the  ddfperate  one 
of  calling  les  etafsgeneraiix.     They  were  not  ks  etats  genermx  au  molhs. 
Louis  k  trop  hon,  as  Dr.  Moore  calls  him,  made  a  much  grander  effort 
fbr  general  reXief  ex  mero  motu^  by  ordering  a  fort  of  income-tax  like 
ours ;  but  his  vile  parliaments,  who  had  the  effrontery  to  call  them- 
felves  an  eflfential  part  of  the  French  government,  oppofedthat  falutary 
meafure,  bec^ufe  then,  they  muft  have  paid  impofl  as  well  as  the  menu 
peuple.     They  had  obtained  their  fituations  only  by  office,  that  office 
only  by  money,  yet  did  thefe  men  at  length  a rripe  at  overturning  royal 
authority,  from  the  mere  negligence  and  vicious  fupinenefs  of  thofe 
j)eers  and  barons,  to  whom  the  members  of  thefe  parliaments  had  been 

*  Reginam  petit  j  haec  oculis,  haec  peftore  toto 
Haerct :  et  intetdum  gremio  fovet.     Infcla  Diuo 
lofideat  quantus  miferx  Dcus.  ■  Virgil'i  ALneid^firJi  book^ 

originally. 
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originally,  only  cleris.  The  king  meanwhile  betrayed  by  them,  over- 
borne by  Ncckar,  hard  prcffed  for  money  to  go  on  a  day  with,  and 
diftreffed  now  on  every  fide,  faw  Calonne*s  laft  difmiiTal  1 788,  preceded 
by  a  ftorm,  of  magnitude  and  consequences  wholly  unprecedented  in 
European  annals.  The  black  clouds  which  tlueatencd  England  iu 
her  fovercign's  illnefs,  burft  over  France  with  literal  as  with  figurative 
fury.  Four  millions  fterling  were  the  computed  damages  from  hail- 
ftones,  weighing  fix  or  eight  ounces  each.  Hail-ftones  that  broke  the 
largeft  foreft  trees,  and  laid  the  com  fields  and  vineyards  through  the 
country  a  defolated  ixajle.  Yet  fuch  was  the  fermentation  in  men's 
minds,  concerning  w^hat  they  termed  the  publick  welfare,  that  horrible 
calamity  was  half  rejoiced  in  as  a  hoped-for  incentive  to  fpeedy  infur- 
jedion,  fbon  to  be  deemed  a  duty,  not  a  fault. 

Of  all  the  pretended  philanthro'pifts,  meanwhile,  none  gave  relief  to 
^  the  poor  fufFering*  farmers  but  the  good  king  and  queen  ;  who  fcnt  otf 
fixty  thoufand  pounds  fterling  inftantly,  and  fcy  denuding  thus  their 
privy  purfe,  rendered  themfelves  a  little  more  defencelefs  from  infults 
that  increafed  now  every  hour.     Forty-eight  nobles,  le  due  d' Orleans 
at  their  head,  ran,  like  rats  from  a  falling  houfe,  and  joined  the  Uen 
etaty  and  took  an  oath  to  feparate  no   more  till  quiet  times.     Such 
times  were  not   coming.     During  a  three  weeks   abfcnce  of  Mr. 
Neckar,  the  frantiek  city  of  Paris  flew  to  arms  ;  dcftroyed  the  Baftille, 
where  were  found  but  fix  people  confined  by  the  lamented  Icttres  de 
cachet,  and  killed  the  governor.    Berthicr,   Tintendant  of  the  town, 
they   murdered,  becaufe  bread  was  dear  after  that  deftruiiive  hurri- 
cane, and  Foulon,  the  contractor,  becaufe  his  daughter  married  Mon- 
ficur  Berthier.     Thus  unconfcioufiy  revenging  the  deaths  of  ninety- 
three  Hanoverians,   among  them  Gunderode  and  Hugo,   kept  in  the 
year  1757  by  Foulon's  tyranny  for  three  night  and  days  without  even 
bread  and  w  atcr. 

The  blood  of  thefe  unlucky  commiflaries  (liarpened  the  furious  appe- 
tite  for  more;  and  from  a  purer  ftrcam  than  this ;  Fcfllclle. hanged  on  a 
lanthom  poft,  brought  up  that  mode  of  inftantaneous  punifhment. 

Vainly 
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Vainly  the  king  haded  from  Verlailles  to  calm  the  tumults  ;  as  vainly 
did  he  patiently  endure  Bailly's  harangue,  tumid   and  infolent,  from 
whofehandhe  meanly  enough  accepted  too  the   ruban  tri- color,  the 
cnfign  of  rebellion.     They  had  not  then  planned  the  death  of  the 
queen;  a  deputation  from  the  affembly,  2d  of  May,  1 789,  called  her 
JaJiUe  de  Cefars ;  fo  Ihc  was.     The  Ciefars  almoll  all  were  maflacred  : 
yet  the  court  now  muft  have  feeil  what  was  coming.    Many  of  the  firft 
nobility  began  to  emigrate,  and  thoic  who  ftaid  in  France  were  hunted 
from  their  country-feats  like  wild  beafts  by  the  peafantry,  enraged  at 
the  deamcfs  of  provifion.     Some  of  the    old  and  faithful  adherents 
advifing  Louis  feize  to  fend  his  confort  fafely  away  to  Vienna,  while 
yet  her  flight  was  poflible  ;  a  royal  carriage  was  prepared  one  day,  but 
fhe  magnanimoufly  refufcd  to  ftir,    faying,  *^  I  own  no  fovcreign  but 
*'  yours,  gentlemen,  no  country  but  this;  whatever  Frenchmen  may 
^'  think  fit  to  do,  1  mean  to  lay  my  life  at  the  king's  fect.'^     An  ill- 
judged  dinner  givea  by  her  ma)efty  to  the  officers  on  duty  at  Verfailles, 
haflened  the  moments  in  w^hich  fhe  was  to  Ihevv  herfelf  daughter  of 
the  Caefars.     She  had  on  this  occafion  walked  round  their  table,  cany^- 
ing,  in  order  to   wake  their  warmeft  affedlions,   the  dauphin  in    her 
arms,    and  wore  the  white  cockade,  ksjleurs  de  (ys,  for  the  laft  time 
before  they  drooped  and  died.     For  this  pretended  crime    Mounier 
alone  prevented  her  impeachment,  and  fwift  deflruAion  was  prepared 
and  hoped.     Paris  from  her  parifhes  anfwering  in  fome  meafure  to- 
our  Wapping,  and  Billingfgate,  and  Broad  St.  Giles's,  poured  forth  a 
torrent  oi  fjol-difatttj  human  creatures  in  female  drcfTcs,  mounting  to 
many  thoufands,  which,  after  a  few  murders  on  their  march, furrounded 
the  royal  refidence,  and  with  the  moft  frantick  cries  and  gcflures,  me- 
naced the  queen's  life,  and  demanded  bread,  which  the  king  promifed 
them,  after  which  La  Fayette  followed  with  30,000  militia,.and  pacified 
or  pretended  to  pacify  his  horrible  precurfors.     All  lay  down  to  reft 
that  night  at   Verfailles  however  ;  and,  ftrange  to  think,   the  miftrefs 
on't  flept  foundly  in  her  own  apartment ;  Madame  de  Tarente  in  the 
Vol.  II.  3  R  room 
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room  beyond f  with  Monficur  de  Mioraandre  of  les  garde  dn  corps, 
ccnt'mcl  at  Iter  door-  He  waked  her  in  two  hours  time,  crymg^  fatruez 
la  rehtej  madamc ! — Save,  favc  the  queen;  I  am  here  againft  an  army  of 
tvgers.  Maria  Antoinette  heard  the  friendly  voice,  and  flying  dowt^ 
her  own  private  flairs,  communicating  with  the  king's  chamber,  thcrp 
dropped  undrefled,  and  all  but  lifelefs  in  his  arms*  The  prince^  dc 
Tarente,  endowed  with  more  than  mortal  fortitude,  faved  NL  dc 
Miomandre,  covered  with  wounds,  under  her  own  bod,  and  both  of 
them  efcaped,  and  both  I  think  are  living*  The  life-guards  rallied 
round  the  royal  children,  and  brought  them  ihivering  to  their  parents* 
room;  when,  after  a  thoufand  difappointed  fwords,  pikes,  &c.  had 
flabbed  the  queen's  empty  bed  through  and  through,  La  Fayette  ap^ 
pcarcd,  and  begged  them  to  defift,  but  not  tillHuttes  and  Varicourt, 
two  faithful  officers,  were  bafely  murdered.  That  this  outrage  ori- 
ginated in*  the  duke  of  Orleans's  intrigues,  has  fince  been  I  fuppofe  im- 
plicitly believed.  La  Fayette,  jealous  of  him  and  Mirabeau,  his  coun- 
fellor,  told  the  duke  he  muft  retire  into  Elngland  inftantly.  Philip 
f ')eyed,  and  Mirabeau  faid  publickly,  that  he  did  not  defervc  the  pains 
they  had  taken  for  him.  France  had  indeed,  flie  fcarce  knew  why,, 
called  him  from  banifhment  in  17  74,  in  a  half-ieditioua  half- trium- 
phant manner  reftoring  the  old  parliament :  and  from  that  day  poli- 
ticians think  he  hoped  to  reach  the  throne.  Wits  were  contented  to. 
repeat  this  epigram : 

Phi,  nota  fetoris;  lippus  malus  ofunibus  oris: 
Phi,  malus,  el  lippus,  totus  malus  ergo  Pbilippus. 

The  epigram  is  pleafant,  but  not  y«/?.  We  all  know  that  Phi  lippus 
means  phil  hippus^  the  lover  of  a  horfc.  Pethion's  prefentation  of  a 
filvcr  fword  to  Rene  Audue,  who  led  on  the  female  banditti  to  Verfailles, 
leaves  us  very  clofe  upon  the  year  17Q0. 


CHAP 
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CHAP.     XXIII. 


SKETCH    OF   EVENTS> 

FROM    1790    TO     1790* 

AS  in  our  firft  chapter  of  this  Retrofpedlion  Rome  took  up  all  the 
attention  of  our  readers,  leaving  that  only  luminous  and  promi- 
nent, the  other  ftates,  if  ftates  they  may  be  called,  huddled  in  heaps, 
tind  diftanced  to  the  back-ground ;  fo  in  thefe  laft  little  moving  pic- 
tures of  our  ihow,  thefe  dernlers  tableaux  de  nos  petits  ombres  chinoifeSy 
France  takes  up  all  the  room  ;  the  reft  appearing  fcarcely  important  to 
the  general  interefts  of  humanity,  but  as  they  adopt  or  reje<Jl  her  prin- 
ciples and  conduft  ;  while  from  a  comer  of  her  capital  arofe,  as  Rof- 
feau  fays,  *'  that  nevvr-fangled  philofophy,  the  fmoke  of  which  ftifles 
*'  the  voice  of  nature  and  of  man."* 

That  '*  not  one  prodigy  foretold  our  fate,''  can  hardly  however  be 
complained  of  with  jufticc.  The  aurora  borealis,  not  feen  in  England 
till  the  beginning  of  this  century,  was  coniidered  as  portentous  by  the 
vulgar,  and  wondered  at  a  little  even  by  the  wife,  who  then  firft 
viewed  the  northern  lights  defcending  into  unufual  latitudes.  Mef- 
fieurs  Roftan  and  De  Cofte,  aftronomers  at  Geneva,  obferved  in  1 7O2 
the  fun  eclipfed  three  digits  in  a  preternatural  nebulofity  never  ac- 
counted for;  and  Mars  was  17 60  faid  by  Toaldo  the  Venetian  to 
approach  the  earth  more  nearly  by  two  millions  of  miles  than  he  was 
wont.  Having  written  the  circumftance  down  from  his  lips,  I  read  it 
t:onfirmed  in  an  Annual  Regifter  of  that  year,  when  the  planet  named 

*  Lettre  a  d'Alembert. 

3  R  2  iVom 
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from  the  god  of  war  was  in  his  perihelion  3-1  ft  of  Auguft.  Schroeter's 
obfcrvations  upon  Venus  mention  extraordinary  appearances  exhibited 
by  that  planet  July  31,  1  703.  And  as  to  our  own  terraqueous  globe 
during  the  laft  half  of  thi^  ^eventful  century,  fych  raging  typhous,  fuch 
deftrucftivc  earthquakes  fhook  the  European  quarter  or  continent,  as 
were  accuftomed  to  fpend  all  their  fury  upon  the  torrid  zone,  fparing 
thofe  lands  which  cannot,  as  her  warmer  cKmatc  can,  reftore  them- 
felves  in  a  few  months  again,  fmoothing  the  brow  of  nature.  France 
felt  infuriated  by  her  laft  devaftation,  fmce  when  things  have  no  more 
flowed  in  their  ufual  current.  All  her  good-humour  tooieemed  blown 
aw  ay ;  her  levity,  her  loyalty,  each  charafteriftick  of  her  nation  loft. 
Prior,  who  knew  her  well  in  happier  days,  v\x)uld'fure  have  faid,  con- 
templating fuch  dreadful  alteration, , 

Thy  humVous  vein,  thy  pleafing  foJly, 

Lie  all  ncgleftcd^  all  forgot  \ 
And  pcnfive,  wav'nng  melancholy, 

Tliou  fcai'ft,  and  hop'ft,  thou  know'ft  not  what^ 

The  naturalift  meantime  would  be   comparing  her  to. the  gay  foxr 
hound  ftruck  with  madnefs,   '*  for  a  while,"  as  Mead  obferves^  *'  ac- 
**  knowledging  his  mafter,  though  recklefs  of  his  food  and  friends;^ 
'^  but  fbon  flapping  at  ///>;/.'*    Our  poet  Somerville  defcribes  this  crea- 
ture, 

Snuffing  til*  ihfc£tious  breeze, 

'J  his  way  and  thathe.ftares  aghaft,  and  ftarts 
^       At  his  own  ihade ;  jealous  as  if  he  deemed 

The  world  his  foes.     Then  from  Jiis  lungs  iniiainM 

Malignant  vapours  taint  the  ambient  air^ 

Breathing  perdition.     His  dim  eyes  are  glaz'd. 

Now  frantick  to  thfe  kemiers  utmoft  verge 
^  Raving  be  ruas>  and  deals  deftruSion  round. 

The  pack  fly  diverfe  ;  for.  whatever  he  meets 

Vengeful  he  bites,  and  every  bite  is  death* . 
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So  fared  It  with  France  and  with  her  neighbours  at  beginning  of  the 
year  1  /(jo,  the  firll  week  of  which  faw  the  deferted  king  Itript  of  hi^ 
belt  prerogatives,  and  now  and  then  applauding  the  decrees  with  uu- 
affefted  fimpUcity.  **  Je  trouve  (fays  he)  votre  arrH  fort  Jagc,''  to  lonie 
of  their  decifions.  The  bilhop  of  Autun's-  treachery  towards  his  own 
body,  foon  with  the  nobility  and  commons  amalgamated  into  one  in- 
flexible mafs  of  equality,  now  firft  opened  the  eyes  of  the  moft  Chrif- 
tian  king,  who  beheld  with  horror  the  catholick  religion  formally  fup- 
preiTed  by  edidls  of  authority  ;  churches  turned  into  warehoufes  or 
barracks ;  diftincflion  in  drels  denied  to  the  clergy  ;  and  all  armorial 
bearings,  all  monaftick  inftitutions,  all  fchools  and  feminaries  of  learn- 
ing abolifhed  by  the  new  rulers,  who,  through  the  mouth  of  Abbe 
Sieyes,  ftiled  themfelves  next,.  Conftituent  AiTcmbly.  That  horrid 
maffacres  Ihould  prevail  in  the  provinces,  or  in  the  llfeets  of  a  metro- 
polis fo  managed,  is  lefs  furprizing  than  tliat  Mirabeau  did  not  fooner 
try  to  ftop  the  torrent  which  he  had  helped  to  open  the  fource  of. 

Mirabeau  was  a  man  of  parts,  although  unprincipled  :  when  yet  a 
youth,  he  pleaded  againft  his  ownfather  in  a  court  of  juftice.  ^^  Why 
^^  did  you  fo !"  fays  one  ;  *^  To  get  a  thoufand  pounds  (fays  Mirabeau) : 
If  my  father  could  have  given  me  two  thoufand  pounds,  1  was  not 
acharne  (ftubborn)  againll  the  man,  I  would  have  taken  it."  He  felt 
like  tendernefs  towards  Louis  feize.  He  was  not  pcrfonally  acJianu^ 
againft  his  poiitkal  parent ;  and  when  to  the  horrible  profpec^  of  an 
incipient  chaos  in  the  country  was  added  a  drachm  of  feUVintereft  and 
ill-vs^ill  to  Fayette,  he  lent  his  fupport  to  a  monarchical  club,  although 
when  two  years  before  the  French  had,  in  their  puerile  pafVion  for 
Roman  ideas,  propofcd  cftablifhing  an  order  of  aCincinatus,  Mirabeau 
had  openly  preferred  the  pulling  down  every  order  indiibrimiuately. 
Yet  did  the  court  moft  willingly  forget  all  hispaft  fury  even  againft  the 
Queen ;  when,  in  a  violent  fit  of  the  tooth-ach,  he  exclaimed,  "  Eft 
*'  CC  que  j'ai  done  nn  rcpuhUquc  dans  la  bouchc  !"*  and  this   hon  mot . 

♦What  hjiYC  I  got  luere,  a  lepubluk  in  my  moutb  ! 

went 
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went  about  all  Paris.  Worried  by  Lametb  after  all,  and  perhaps  half 
affrighted  at  the  phantom  he  had  himlelf  called  up  from  caverns  of 
till  then  unopened  guilt,  the  phantom  of  Egalite  (as  he  would  needs 
be  called)  replacing  his  virtuous  coufin,  Mirabeau*  died.  Over  the 
dcfcrt  plains  of  Egypt,  or  of  Syria  thus ;  purfued  by  the  hot  wind 
fwifter  than  he,  a  hooded  vulture  drops  to  earth  fatigued  ;  and  from 
his  carcafe  fpring  millions  of  noxious  infecfts,  fwarms  of  vile  animals, 
that  buz  and  fting,  deftroying  all  that  follow.  Marat,  whole  maw 
unfatisfied  with  flaughter,  rcfembled  death  in  charafter  and  feature. 
Danton,  whofc  every  decree  (fays  Mercier)  fmelt  of  the  brandy-caik 
from  whence  he  drew  his  ardent  third  of  blood.  Hebert  and  Henriot^ 
Chabot  the  capuchin,  llniggling  for  the  palm  of  impiety  againft  Du- 
poht  and  Chaumctte,  atheifts  profefled.  Ferocious  CoUot  d'Herbois, 
their  proconful,  who,  like  the  executioner  Samfon^  confidered  iinglc 
murders  as  loft  time,  and  tied  30OO  imrefifting  fools  together,  fliot 
for  a  fhow  at  Lyons.  Mercilefs  Carrier  !  whofe  unpitying  eyes  featt- 
ing  on  agony,  faw  the  poor  priefts  and  women,  two  and  two,  fattened 
in  pairs  and  flung  into  the  Loire  ;  till  its  infultcd  ftream,  putrid  with 
human  carcafcs,  grew  poifonous,  endangering  the  lives  of  thofe  who 
drank.  Proud  Pcthion  too,  brutal  le  Gendre  ;  Fouquicr  Tinville,  and 
Fabre  d'Eglantine,  jackalls  to  Robe/pierre,  hero  of  all  thefe  horrors. 
Aflaffin  by  hereditary  right,  his  name  compounded  of  thofc  that  his 
anccftor  Damien  had  wome — **  A  murderer  from  the  beginning." 
In  contraft  of  thefe  creatures,  our  Reirofpe6lion  next  is  called  to  view 

*  Qucrc,  Whether  his  family  was  wholly  diflinft  from  that  oi  M'lrabaud^  Ihc  aca- 
demician. There  was  a  book  called  Svftemc  de  la  Nature,  attributed  to  this  Mira- 
Laud  in  HIO,  ten  vcars  after  his  death,  and  the  French  fav,  falfciv  attributed.  Vol- 
tairc's  anfwer  to  that  book  is  notwithftanding  worth  attention  now.  In  it  he  fays — 
'*  God  preferve  us  from  an  abominable  prieft,  who  (hall  dip  his  impious  bands  in  tlic 
**  blood  o{\\\%  Prince  \  and  God  preferve  us  from  an  angry  and  barbarous  tyranti 
**  who  not  believing  in  God,  is  a  God  to  himfelf;  who  facrifices  friends,  relations, 
''  and  fubjcdls  to  his  own  fury  and  ambition  without  icmorfe."  Would  not  one  think 
he  was  fpeaVing  ot.  J'allcyrand  and  Robcfpierrc  ? 

the 


GH-xxiii'.]      FROM  A,  D.i790,  TO  THE  YEAR  1796.  90S 

the  confcicntious  bifhops,  and  their  clergy's  magnanimous  refufal  of 
fin  oath  tendered  to  undo,  and  fweetened  to  enfnarc  them.  The  death 
of  Chriftian  martyrs  now  began  to  vie  with  thofe  of  our  firft  volujne  ; 
and  thefc  lait  labourers  in  Jefus's  vineyard  refolved  at  clofe  of  life  ta 
claim  their  penny,  with  thofe  of  ancient  time  who  we  have  feen, 
under  the  reigns  of  Nero  and  Dioclefian,  bearing  the  heat  and  burden 
of  the  day.  But  whilft  wc  venerate  the  names  of  Beaupoil  St.  Aulaire, 
Maury,  and  St.  Pol  de  Leon,  with  the  incomparable  daughter  of  Ga- 
zotte,  whofe  laft  dear  objeft  in  this  various  world,  was  his  own  lovely 
child  emulating  Murphy's  Euphraiia ;  let  not  le  marquis  de  Bouille 
pais  unremarked  over  the  field  of  our  contracted  telefcope.  Bouille, 
whofe  virtues  exerted  not  exhatified  in  another  hemifphere,  returned 
to  manifcft  in  this,  a  loyalty  a  tout  outrance,  trying  each  mode,  each 
poffibility  to  fave  his  king  from  the  apparent  ruin  ;  and  iince  in  that 
he  failed,  trying  at  leaft  to  draw  the  expefted  vengeance  upon  his 
own  head  from  his  mafter's.  A  fitter's  love  alone  could  equal  this  i 
Madame  Elizabeth,  upon  the  horrid  2lft  of  June,  flic  wed  the  fame 
unequivocal  dcfire  to  fave  the  king's  life,  and  even  his  confort's  peace, 
if  poffible,  at  the  expence  of  her  own. 

But  after  every  ftudied  refinement  of  cruelties  unutterable  had  bcea 
long  praftifed  on  their  ill-fated  houfe ;  after  M.  de  la  Fayette,  pre- 
tending by  negligence  to  favour  their  efcap€,  as  cats  let  a  moufe  run 
when  all  the  holes  are  itopt,  had  triumphed  in  their  abjeft  return  to 
his  captivity  ;  when,  that  fliort  triumph  paft,  ///^  popularity  was  funk 
in  that  of  Santerre,  made  general  in  his  place,  who,  with  plebeian  in- 
Iblence,  fcorning  difguile,  unharboured  once  again  the  royal  game, 
and  hunted  it  into  the  fell  devourers'  mouths  the  fatal  tenth  of  Au- 
guft.  On  Jhat  day,  {tiled  by  them  the  fourth  year  of  liberty,  firft  yeac 
and  firft  day  of  equality,  the  celebrated  fraternity  of  illuminated  free** 
mafbns  burft  their  felf-created  fhacklcs,  avowed  their  fecret,  and  con*- 
fefled  their  meditated  emancipation  of  mankind*  from  all  fubordina- 
tion  and  government,  exclaiming,  *^  France  is  free,  the  univcrfc  will 
quickly  follow  her  example." 

Our 
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Our  Keirofpedlmt  cannot  now  paiiie  to  obfen^e  upon  this  extraordi- 
nary combination,  but  'twere  impoffible  not  to  have  remarked  it^ 
Three  hundred  thoufand  adepts  had  been  counted  in  the  \d&,cenfe  of 
that  ufA\o\y  brotherhood,  w  hich  two  millions  of  pikemen  had  fo  well 
Supported,  that  it  appears  as  if  the  deputies  themfelves  did  not  dare  to 
ufc  the  king  with  decency.  Merlin  de  Thionville  faid  to  the  due  de 
Choifeul,  as  they  croft  each  other  in  the  corridor,  *'  You  remain  with 
**  him,  ha  ?" — *'  Till  now  I  have  done  fo,"  replied,  with  llarting  tears, 
the  fteady  royalift,  '*  you  will  not  part  us,  Merlin !"  The  reprefcn- 
tative  feemed  much  afFcded,  prefled  his  hand  cordially,  dipt  to  the 
aflembly,  and  voted  tlie  immediate  difmiffion  of  thofe  five  faithful  Ser- 
vants who  till  then  had  followed  the  fortunes  of  their  matter.  At 
parting  with  them,  Louis  feize  exclaimed,  "  This  is  too  hard  !  Why 
"  Charles  the  firft  of  England  was  permitted  to  keep  a  few  friends 
"  with  him  to  the  laft."  The  Queen,  when  they  all  five  ran  to  her 
with  their  purfes,  whatever  they. had  faved  out  of  the  general  wreck, 
cried  out,  **  0\\keep  it,  hep  it,  generous  Monfieur  Obyer ;  you'll  want 
"  it  more  than  we,  ypu  will  hideed ;"  and  turning  from  him,  with  pa^ 
thctick  grace,  added,  "  for  you  have  longer  time  to  live."  Jofeph  and 
Leopold,  her  imperial  brothers,  were  dead  before  that  day.  The  firft 
of  thefe  princes,  after  having  fpent  much  of  his  reign  in  a<ielufion, 
died  upon  the  20th  day  of  February,  ITUO,  juft  as  the  mift  removing 
from  his  eyes  fliewed  him  to  what  a  race  of  mortals  he  had  lent  the 
aid  of  his  abilities.  Eight  years  pafTcd  uneafily  in  groundleis  appre- 
henfion  left  religion  ftiould  be  too  much  reverenced — were  funk  in 
two  years  more  of  not  ill-founded  fears  left  it  fhould  never  be  reve- 
renced at  all.  The  natural  alliance  between  church  and  ftate  had 
been  completely  proved  by  the  proceedings  of  the  French  affembly, 
which  overturned  both  at  one  ftroke ;  and  though  the  Brabanter's 
plea  for  rebellion  was  different  at  beginning,  he  faw  them  moulding 
-it  into  the  form  of  tliat  ftrange  novelty,  the  French  Republick,  gazed 
jxt  by  Europe  as  an  air-balloon ;  and  though  like  that  'twas  dangerous, 

and 
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and  like  that  ufelefs,  was  gaped  after  with  apparent  admiration,  every 
country  longing  to  take  one  ride,  and  try  one  fall.     However  fome 
wiie  folks  cried  out,  with  Shakefpear's  wreftler,  "  I'll  warrant  your 
^*  grace  (hall  not  entreat  them  to  a  fecond,  who  have  (b  mightily  per- 
**  fuaded   'em   from  a  firft."     Jofeph  meanwhile,   his  heart  wearing 
thinner  by  care,  arid  fofter  by  afIli<ilion,  felt  all  his  projects  palfied  ere 
yet  mature,  and  faw  the  fifter  he  was  once  fo  proud  of,  reduced,  and 
vainly,  to  Iblicit  Sympathy  from  thofe  whofc  adoration  he  had  expeft- 
ed  her  to  command.     Health  faded  before  fuch   chilling  blafts  of  dif- 
appointment,  and  comfort  was  found  only  in  the  virtuous  fociety  of  a 
young  princefs  he  had  chofen  for  his  nephew's  confort,  and  in  the 
hope  that  Ihe  would  bring  heirs  to  the  imperial  throne*     Her  feeble 
endurance  of  a  firft  pregnancy  filled  him  with  thofe  alarms  which  ftiJF 
cncreafed  as  his  own  end  drew  near,  and  the  account  of  fier  death  ac*- 
cclerated  hh.     Having  however  lived  a  philofopher,   the  fon  of  Maria 
Therefa  refolved  to  die  a  chriftian  t  ^'  and  as  fuch,  my  lord,"  faid  he 
to  Cardinal  Migazzi,  **  if  I  have  ever  offended  you,  I  beg  your  pardon 
*'  heartily." — "  Sire,"  was  his  eminence's  anfwer,  *'  all  your  offences 
•*  againft  men,  your  death  will  expiate ;  for  thofe  committed  againft 
"  God,  God  is  merciful."     This  was  indeed  a  cold  viaticum  fbr  a 
much  mortified  and  penitent  prince.    ,  The  Huguenot  nurfe  to  Charles 
the  ninth  was  kinder.     From  Leopold  the  world  cxpefted  a  contrary 
condudl  to  that  of  his  brother,  but  he  fcarce  gave  them  time  to  ap- 
plaud or  to  condemn,  dying,  and  not  without  fufpicion  of  poifon,  in 
February,  1 792,  leaving  his  fon  and  fuccefTor,  Francis  II.  to  take  up 
arms  againfl  the  French,  who  kept  his  aunt  in  flrift  confinement,  and 
had  infulted  his  late  uncle  in  their  afTembly,  where  Taillefer  called 
him  un  vrai  platfant,  and  unfcmUani^  and  was  only  interrupted  by  the 
general  cry  of  War,  War,  War.     This  they  endeavoured   to  provoke 
from  all  princes,  by  encouraging  rebellion  in  all  fubjefts,  fctting  on 
foot  a  new  fort  of  faturnalia^--a  barring  out  of  kings,  and  calling  all 
the  fchool-boys  to  affifl  them.     The  kings,  to  do  them  juflice,  were 
Vol.  II.  3  S  not 
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not  hafty,  but  each  finding  his  own  metropolis  filled  wdth  plotters  to 
bring  his  perlbn  to  the  block,  'twas  time  to  ftir ;  and  a  combined  army, 
under  the  Prince  of  Brunfwick*s  command,  preceded  by  imprudent 
manifeftoes,  added  (lability  to  French  violence,  and  bound  up  their 
various  factions  in  temporary  union. 

But  whilft  the  clubs  and  convention  of  Paris  exhibited  a  behaviour 
no  lefs  ridiculous  than  frantick,  dreffing  up  vagabonds  out  of  their  own 
ftreets,  to  perfonate  ambafladors  from  all  parts  of  the  globe,  and  liftcn- 
ing  to  the  fanatical  harangues  of  a  foreigner  who  ftiled  himfdf  orator 
to  the  human  race,  &c.  War,  war,  war  againft  every  fovereign  power 
became  neceflary,  as  Louvct  himfelf  confciTes;  indifpenfable  indeed 
to  their  no  longer  concealed  intent,  de  tuer  la  royaute  mSme.^  As  this 
was  to  be  accomplifhed  by  any  pofliblc  means,  five  months  before  the 
fatal  tenth  of  Auguft,  when  to  cure  their  own  conftitution,  they 
ftabbed  it  in  the  temporal  artery  by  depofing  and  imprifbning  Louis 
the  fixtecnth;  Guftavus  Hid.  of  Sweden  fell  in  a  ball-room  by  the 
piftol  of  a  jacobin,  who  had  worn  marks  of  his  mafter*s  favour,  and  of 
whofc  treachery  he  entertained  no  fufpicions,  although  as  many  footh- 
layers'  dreams  and  prodigies  were  produced  to  keep  him  from  that 
mafquerade,  as  croffed  Julius  Caefar  in  his  way  to  the  capitol.  Repub- 
licanifm  had  no  triumph  in  relating  how  princes  dropt  under  their 
hands ;  each  died  in  ientiments  of  firmnefs  and  of  piety.  Guftavus, 
poliflied  and  intrepid  to  the  laft,  expired  like  Auguftus,  (of  whofe 
name  his  was  the  anagram)  in  compliments  to  his  furroimding  friends. 
The  Queen  of  Portugal  indeed,  had  iunk  under  the  diftant  profpe^l: 
of  thefe  horrors,  and  loft  that  reafon  which,  had  (he  poiTeiTed  it,  would 
fcarcc  have  conduced  her  fafely  through  fuch  a  florm. 

Catherine  of  Ruftia,  fecure  in  her  prodigious  diftance  from  the 
grand  focus  of  confufion  and  diftrefs,  contented  hcrfelf  a  long  time 
with  exciting  other  courts  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  danger ;  and  defirous 
to  temporiie,  fuflfered  the  babies  in  her  palace  to  fing  ^a  ira,  and  to 
dance  la  carmagnole  for  her  diverfion  and  that  of  Plato  ZubofiT  at  the 

♦  To  kill  even  royalty  itfclf. 
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hermitage.  When  fhe  difmiired  the  French  ambaffadcr,  (he  told  him 
laughing,  "  Bufinefs  muft  be  minded ;  I  am  an  ari/iocrate  you  know 
"  ofconrfe.  Farewell !  and  hate  me  as  little  as  you  can/'  In  the 
fame  fpirit  of  duplicity  (he  drove  away  Calonnc  and  the  Count  d'Ar- 
tois,  and  faid,  no  emigre  ihould  ftay  more  than  fix  weeks  at  Petcrf- 
burgh— ^whilc  from  her  own  officers  flie  took  an  oath  of  fuxtred  toward 
the  French  Repuhlicl. 

Spain,  during  this  period,  felt  that  influence  which  France  has  al- 
ways retained  over  her  councils  fince  the  coronation  of  Philip  d*Anjou, 
but  operating  now  in  a  new  and  contradiftory  manner;  and  new  philo- 
fophcrs,  the  Prince  of  Peace,  and  Marquis  di  Aranda,*  turned  her  affec- 
tion round  from  king  to  people,  A  faint  interpofition,  made  without 
hope  of  faving  Louisas  life,  was  by  the  French  received  without  or  notice 
or  effeft.  Spain>  whofe  inquifition's  fclf  was  driven  down  into  a  powxr- 
lefs  college  of  enquiry,  had  greatly  changed  opinions  in  thefe  lafl  days, 
!ind  while  they  kept  their  buU-feafls,  cared  but  little  whether  fur- 
rounding  fovereigns  were  or  were  not  mafTacred.  Poland  was  bufy  in 
revolutionizing  herfelf,  under  the  favourite  of  the  north,  KofchiefFsky; 
who  won  fbme  battles,  fettled  fomc  forms  of  government,  and  made 
not  only  Poles,  but  Englifhmcn  believe  a  while  that  revolutions  were 
of  admirable  ufe,  by  raifmg  up  a  violent  fermentation  in  each  flatc, 
whence  apureJPsnt  would  come  over  the  helm,  and  fix  the  happinefs 
of  human  kind.  The  earthquake  of  Calabria  did  on  this  principle 
make  fweet  one  poifonous  fountain  by  concufTion ;  but  we  have  lived 
to  find  that  poor  amends  for  fcventy  thoufand  people  killed  or  ruined. 

*  Marquisi  or  Count  d'Aranda  was  the  man  who  wiflied  to  engrave  upon  the  front 
of  every  church,  he  faid,  as  equal  in  excellence  attd  dignity,  William  Penn,  John 
Calvin,  Jefus  Chrift,  Mahomet,  and  Martin  Luther ;  propofmg  their  united  or  alter- 
nate veneration  :  it  fhould  be  blafphemy  to  fpeak  a  word  in  praife  of  Ferdinand  or 
Ifabella,  their  pad  fovereigns  ;  and  he  would  recommend  it  to  be  deemed  good  pru- 
dence to  take  all  the  chalices,  church-plate,  &c.  to  the  mint,  and  build  inns  with  the 

twenty. '^Po/adas. 

3  S  2  Our 
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Our  London  Corrcfponding  Societies  faw  not  fo  far.  Free-mqfons 
Hall,  the  proper  fccne  for  fuch  debates,  refounded  with  ieditiovts  blaf- 
p})emies :  a  fleady  hand  akme  could  have  retrained  them  from  their 
own  fighcd-for  ruin :  but  fteady  fortitude  has  power  to  reftrain  thofc 
whom  no  logick  can  convince,  no  rhetorick  pcrfuadc,  Mr.  Burke's 
eloquence,  rich  as  it  was,  and  radiant,  did  no  good.  The  pen  which 
taught  how  "  unobtrufive  virtue,  exciting  no  aftonilhmcnt,  kindling 
**  no  emulation,  extorting  no  praife,  is  ftill  mod  difficult  and  moft 
*'  fublime,"  Jlrengthened  thofe  eyes  which  liis  book  did  but  dazzle, 
and  the  remarks  on  Dupont's  fpeech,  by  the  fame  author,  Hannah  More, 
has  no  fault  but  that  of  perpetuating  a  name  defervedly  configncd  to  ob-» 
livion.  The  world  always  judges  rightly  in  the  end  of  literary  perfor- 
mances ;  and  Mr.  Burke's  pamphlet  of  conftcUated  periods  will  be  for- 
gotten, while  Mallet  du  Pan's  Europe  in  Danger  is  confultcd  as  oraculous, 
and  believed  in  as  prophetick.  Bcrofus,  the  Chaldean  hiliorian,  thus 
prefented  his  performance  to  Antiochus ;  and  {q  delightful  was  its  dic- 
tion, that  his  contemporaries  cried  out  they  would  credl  to  him  a  co- 
loflal  ftatue :  "  A  ftatue  be  it  of  the  common  Jize,''  faid  the  king,  "  but 
"  give  it  ?ijilv£r  tongue''''^ 

Meanwhile  our  retroJ^e6iive  tube  muft  turn  to  the  laft  priibn  of 

poor  Louis  feizc,  for  from  a  monarch's  captivity  to  his  death  is  a  fhort 

fpace,  as  we  have  often  heard — *'  he  croudcd  that  fhort  fpace  with 

'*  every  virtue.'*     Whilft  Germany  and  Pruilia  armed  in  his  defence, 

and  fecmed  as  if  preffing  on  to  his  deliverance,  not  a  word  cfcaped 

him,  as  if  wifhing  to  owe  his  life  to  any  but  a  Frenchman's  hand. 

Their  ftrange  cxceiTes  pained,  their  crimes  afflifted  him  :  he  dreaded 

more  his  countrymen's  difgrace  than  his  own  execution :  he  was,  I 

think,  willing  to  remove  royalty  itfelf,  if  it  was  thought  to  obftru<9t 

the  happinefs  of  thofe  that  he  dcfired  to  live  and  die  for :  and  when, 

» 

•  This  talc  is  told  of  Antiochus  Soter.  He  was  called  Theos^  God,  for  his  wife 
judgment,  but  took  in  modefty  the  anagram,  Sothcy  comipted  to  Sdter^  as  I  liavc  read 
and  heard. 

with 
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with  that  politcnefs  inherent  in  his  fiamily  and  nation,  he  had  waited 
on  Garat,  who  brought  his  fentence  back  to  the  door  of  his  apartment 
in  the  Temple, "  Send  up  the  dinner  (faid  he)  now  'tis  time."  Thefq  were 
moft  truly  unobtrufive  virtues,  and  gained  accordingly  fo  little  praife, 
that  I  have  read  a  loyalift  fong,  faying  in  French — "  Our  good  king 
**  thinks  himfclf  an  incumbrance  upon  the  ftate,  and  Ihews  his  fubje^s 
*'  the  method  of  taking  that  incumbrance  away/'  He  did  accordingly 
deny  all  accufations  of  reiiftance  or  duplicity ;  and  innocent  as  infancy, 
laid  his  anointed  head  under  their  guillotine,  leaving  Paris  a  polluted 
mafs  behind,  unfitting  for  the  refidence  of  fuch  a  fbuL  The  royal- 
wretched  widow  underwent  more  mifery  after  his  deceafc :  feparatcd 
from  her  fon,  her  daughter,  and  her  fifler-in-law,  fhe  was  foori  thrown 
into  a  common  dungeon,  whence  two  fierce  dogs  rufhing  out  open- 
mouthed  at  her  unexpe<Slcd  entrance,  put  her  in  fits,  which  were  fup- 
pofcd  to  have  fomewhat  injured  her  fine  faculties.  She  had  enquired 
and  heard  the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  invading  armies,  on  which  her  hopes 
were  hung.  Shouts  of  rejoicing  at  Dumouriez's  viAories  chilled  her 
Ihicken  heart,  and  few  words  of  any  fort  fell  from  her  lips  at  trial  or 
at  death.  Treading  haflily  upon  the  foot  of  Samfbn  the  executioner/ 
habitual  politenefs  indeed  refumed  its  place,  and  "  pray  cxcufc  tne, 
**  friend,"  was  her  lafl  fentence. 

Some  writers  tell  how  fhe  looked  round  from  off  tha  tumbril  cart 
that  fhe  was  tied  to,  as  if  amazed  at  the  alterations  of  the  town,  whence 
every  veflige  of  its  ufiial  appearance  had  been  removed  by  Robefpierrc 
and  his  adherents.  Indeed  the  rage  for  overturning  altars,  deftroying 
ftatues,  plundering  old  burial-places ;  together  with  infcriptions  on 
the  new  ones  fetting  forth,  that  death  was  only  an  eternal  fleep  !!!!!! 
added  to  utter  abolition  of  Sunday,  and  the  fight  of  churches  convert- 
ed as  the  republican  narrator  himfelf  confefTes^  into  gaming-houfes. 
brothels,  &c.  muft  have  made  the  city  an  epitome  of  hell.  But  if  Pari» 
was  a  fcene  of  flaughter  every  day,  of  revelling  and  pillage  all  the  night, 
Lyons  was  fliU  worfe  treated;  fo  was  poor  Nantes,  fo  w^as  Avignon. 

Their 
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Their  new  diftator,  from  his  dirty  lodging,  which,  to  do  him  juftice^ 
he  never  changed,  dealt  death  around  him  with  unfparing  hand  ;  both 
to  his  countrymen  and  (Irangers  ;  to  Englifh  fbldiers  quarter  was  rc- 
fufcd,  to  Englifh  prifoners  every  accuftomed  decency  of  accommoda** 
tion  was  denied  ;  and  General  O'Hara,  who  had  fought  againft  their 
new  republick,  eat  horfe-bean  broth  out  of  the  fame  gammelle  with 
Helen  Williams,  once  fo  lovely  and  beloved,  among  her  own  friends, 
which  for  theirs,  fhe  quitted.  Such  were  the  terrors  of  this  tyrant's 
reign,  that  Mercier  tells  us—"  Had  an  officer  knocked  at  the  door  of 
'*  any  citizen,  and  faid  to  him  be  ready  with  the  dawn  to-morrow^ 
"  Samfbn  expeds  you  at  his  guillotine  ;  no  citizen  however  hi^h  would 
'*  have  refifled,  and  none  however  low  could  have  efcapcd/'  No  co- 
louring but  red  fhaded  to  black,  can  paint  the  reign  of  Robefpicrrc, 
falfely  called  Maximilian — which  was  his  younger  brother's  name, 
7iot  his — ^no  chriflian  pen  defcrlbe  it.  When  Caracalla  fct  fbme  fbl- 
diers to  murder  the  unarmed  audience  coming  from  a  theatre,  he  had 
been  incenfed  by  the  reprcfentation  of  a  play  a6led  on  purpofc  to  flrikc 
him  with  remorfe ;  this  unofFended  defpot,  on  the  contrary,  having 
fupt  freely  at  a  friend's  houfe,  and  fearing  left  the  mafler*s  hofpitality 
might  have  drawn  forth  fome  fccrct  truths  he  wifhed  not  to  commu- 
nicate, determined,  with  unheard-of  inhumanity,  to  flop  the  lips  of  all 
who  had  partaken  it.  Accordingly  next  day,  each  feparate  foul  was 
fent  to  its  accoimt,  companions  of  the  table,  fervants  who  had  waited, 
girls  that  came  in  to  fliare  a  little  ball  given  after  the  entertainment ; 
I'cventy  fix  perfons,  as  the  flory  tells,  among  whom  none  werej^red  !  !* 

Contagious 

♦  How  dliferent  was  the  behaviour  of  our  Cromwell !  whom  the  French  branded 
as  a  character  of  every  vice,  and  above  all,  fufpicion.  Walking  with  Thurlow  one 
long  fummer  evening  in  tlie  Bodleian  Library  at  Oxford,  they  talked  on  buCinefs  til) 
the  flroke  often  warned  them  to  part  ('twas  a  late  hour  in  thofe  days) :  when  the  fe- 
cretary  fceking  his  hat,  difcemed  a  young  man  fall  afleep  in  one  of  the  recelles  made 
for  ftudents.  **  All  we  have  faid  is  betrayed,'^  exclaimed  he  fuddenly,  drawing  his 
fword,  which  Cromwell  held  fufpended ;  and  looking  at  the  lad  attentively  ;  <*  Come 

"  away 
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Contagious  phrcnzy  fcemed  to  feize  mankind,  who  half  applauded 
his  ferocity  while  he  permitted,  though  he  feldom  Ihared,  their  grofs 
intemperance  or  fhidied  profanations.  Infants  of  three  years  old  were 
taught  literally  to  fuck  their  fellow- creatures'  blood  ;  ladies  wore  little 
guillotines  as  ornaments,  made  of  carnelion  ftone  and  gold  :  members 
of  the  political  aflcmbly  leaped  from  their  feats,  and  danced  the  car- 
magnole, like  frantick  i)acchanals,  their  partners  dreffed  up  in  prieft's 
veftments,  and  their  muficians  habited  like  fatyrs.  A  woman  of  no 
mean  rank  being  prevented  ajpjitng  at  the  horrid  loth  of  Auguft,  by 
labour  pains,  called  her  fon  born  that  day,  Dtx  dAout,  in  honour  of 
the  maflacre,  for  which  faft  Mercier  is  my  authority.  A  fchoolmailer 
came  forward  to  protcft  his  and  his  young  boy's  hatred  of  God,  and 
renunciation  of  divine  authority.  Our  own  fools  here  in  England,^ 
fung 

Plant,  plant  the  tree,  the  glorious  tree, 
'Midft  blood  and  bones  and  flaughtcr: 

^nd  our  wife  men  acquitted  thofc  who  fung  it.  Events  appeared  with- 
out their  ufual  confequences  in  the  world ;  battles  gained  over  the 
French  by  land  or  fea,  whether  by  their  own  opponents  in  the  Vendee, 
or  by  the  combination  of  foreign  powers  allied  to  proteft  royalifm,  pro- 
duced no  effect  ;  or  none  proportionate  to  the  vi<ftories  that  were  ob- 
tained. Each  country  appeared  as  if  ftruck  in  the  vital  part ;  the  cha- 
raAeriftick  feature  of  every  nation  as  it  were,  oddly  deformed.  France 
loft  her  loyalty ;  Holland  her  far-famed  haul  of  Amfterdam  ;  Italy  fuf* 
fered  in  her  ecclejiqftlcal  J^letidour  ;  and  even  Great  Britain  inwardly 
mourned  incipient  mutiny  exciting  in  \izx  fleet.  Science  herfelf  fuffered 
fome  revolutions  ;  and  tafte,  no  longer  claflical,  cried  out  for  German 

"  away  Sir  (faid  he),  no  man  can  feign  fuch  deep  furrounded  by  fuch  circuroftances. 
"  All's  fafe  enough ;  but  let  us  learn  at  leaft  from  this  adventure,  how  very  difficult  it 
*•  \%\,offeak  unheard,  and  how  impoffibic  to  aei  with  too  much  caution,'* 

plays 
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plays  and  novels  of  a  new  fort,  filled  with  what  the  Panfiaiis  call,  em- 
phatically eaough,  phantafmagorie. 

Was  it  for  this,  in  Leo's  foflering  reign, 
Learning  uprofe  with  tempcfls  in  her  train  f* 

And  now,  if  no  aflcrtion  made  is  truer,  than  that  "  literature,  well  or 
"  ill  conducted,  is  the  great  engine  by  which  all  civilized  ftatcs  muft 
"  ultimately  be  fupported  or  overthrown,"  what  can  become  of  the  moft 
civilized  oialljlates  ?  When  their  own  writers  fay,  and  truly  I  believe, 
*'  that  could  you  put  a  pen  in  Satan*s  claw,  it  would  not  trace  lines 
*'  more  corrupt  or  more  repugnant  to  well  ordered  communities,  than 
*'  thofe  which  ftill  employ  the  youth  of  France  to  read  and  to  approve.'^-j- 
Scholars  in  our  ifland  did  certainly  both  fee  and  deprecate  the  coming 
ftorm.  Profeflbr  Robifon  confirmed  the  aflertions  of  Barruel,  and 
warned  us  of  approaching  danger.  Biftiops  gave  energetick  charges  to 
their  clergy ;  religious  trads  written  by  pious  laymen  of  high  rank, 
gave  new  recommendation  to  virtue,  and  poor  people  were  fumiftied 
with  incompvabk  admonitions,  well  luited  to  their  charader  and  fta- 
tion,  from  the  promoters  of  the  cheap  repofitory.  The  foe  of  man- 
kind found  his  attempts  fteadily  oppofed,  his  vigilance  counteradcd  by 
our  preachers  ;  and  although  in  the  Anglican  cftablifliment,  difciplinc 
long  confcfled  dormant,  lay  even  ftretched  for  dead,  fince  all  authority 
had  been  changed  for  influence  :  that  influence  was  at  leaft  well  em- 
ployed.    And  if  our  metropolitan  was  much  againft   his  will  con-- 

0 

demned  to  hear  the  hammers  beat  upon  a  funday  noon,  getting  the 
new  opera  houfe  beautified  againft  a  new  year  :  thofe  churches  that 
rcfbunded  with  condemnation  of  fiich  conduA  were  filled  with  decent 
and  attentive  auditors.  Whilft  at  fubfcription  chapels,  built  like 
theatres,  no  lecturer  could  gain  that  popularity  on  which  he  now  de- 
pended, by  any  means  more  efficacious  than  that  of  inculcating  due 

» 

♦  Purfuits  of  Literature*  t  Mercicr's  Nouveau  Paris. 

deteftation 
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jdctcftation  of  thofe  dreadful  principles,  the  cfFcft  of  which  became 
liourly  more  notorious,  as  every  body  had  ibme  tale  to  tell,  more  dread- 
ful than  the  laft.  1  fliall  relate  but  one  from  viy  onvn  knowledge, 
and  for  any  thing  I  ever  heard,  unprintcd. 

Sometime  in  May,  1794,  when  22,000  perfons  were  confined  In 
various  prifons  of  the  capital^  and  by  thofe  men  too  who  for  love  of 
liberty  had  pulled  down  the  Baftile,  and  guillotined  poor  old  I^  Tude, 
one  of  the  feven  people  whom  they  found  there  ;  a  lady  at  la  Concier- 
geric  languifhed  fbme  wxelcs  in  diftrcfsful  anxict}'^  concerning  the  fafety 
of  that  Ion  from  whofe  protecting  arms  (he  had  been  torn.  That  death 
which  her  companions  fhunned,  fhe  fought ;  but  her  turn  was  delayed, 
and  the  fine  {lockings  (he  had  on  when  dragged  to  prifbn,  were  cut  off 
thofe  fwelled  legs  they  would  no  longer  cover.  **  Foyez  unpeudoucy^'^ 
faid  (he  to  the  goaler ;  who  at  length  roughly  referred  her  to  a  dark 
hole,  whither  his  cuftom  was  tp  throw  the  things  worn  by  the  men 
who  had  been  executed.     She  put  her  hand  in,  and  pulled  .out  a  pair 
all  ftained  with  blood,  but  which  (he  q^uickly  recognized,  as  having 
marked  theni  with  her  own  fingers  not  three  months  before,  for  ufe  of 
the  dear  lad  (he  was  in  hopes  had  efcaped.  Thofe  hopes  were  now  ex- 
pired ;  and  when  the  man  turned  round  to  drive  her  back  among  the 
crowd,  Jhe  was  expired  too.     Such  fcenes  were  grown  familiar  with 
the  French,  and  to  their  now  national  though  brutal  furor,  we  mufl 
oppofe  the  national  and  princely  liberality  of  Britons.     Our  duke  of 
York's  fpcech  to  his  men,  on  hearing  of  Barrere*s  decree,  that  to  the 
£ngli(h  and  Hanoverian  foldiers  no  quarter  (hould  be  given,  and  his 
gallant  recommendation  of  a  contrary  condudl,  makes  us  amends  for 
reading  their  wild  boafts,  which  in  ftate  papers  do  appear  like  mad- 
nc(s,  and  in  another, century  would  have  been  fo  accounted  ;  but  the 
contagious  phrenzy  fpread  to  Holland :  and  when  their  Stadtholder  was 
fled  to  our  ifland,  ftill  partial  to  his  colours,  and  ever  fond  of  his  fa- 
mily ;  their  icy  plains  received  the  bold  Dumouriez,  who  flu(hcd  with 
conqueft  threw  his  eyes  acrofs  the  fea,  hoping  to  txc&,  his  (tandard 

•  Do  but  fee,  Sir. 

Vol.  11.  3T  tri-cjlor 
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tri-color  on  Lohdon*s  tower.     There  dcftiny  refufedf  u  crft  at  Tioy  ; 
when  the  too  hafty  hero  heard  a  voice  crying — 

Patroclus,  no :  this  hcav'i  -defended  wall 
Defies /Ay  force,  not  fated  yet  to  fall ; 
Thy /nen/{y  thy  greater  far  it  fliall  witbftand, 
Ttoy  fhall  not  fall  even  by  Achilles*  band. 

Our  wooden  walls  were  now  its  beft  proteftion:  the  dry  rot  which 
Icenied  to  infeft  each  fabrick  formed  upon  fubordinate  dignities  on 
earth,  had  only  threatened,  had  not  yet  penetrated  through  their  fides ; 
while  that  vile  worm  was  growing.  Lord  Howe's  immortal  vidory 
upon  the  firft  of  June  feemed  as  the  prelude,   not  confummation  of 
glory  to  our  king,  our  minifter,   and  our  country  ;  who,  while  they 
fent  out  Duncan  and  Jervis,  Trowbridge  and  Nelfon,  Sir  Sydney 
Smith  and  Sir  Edward  Pellew^— all  never-dying  names,  before  whofc 
fire  the  fierce  and  vaunting  Frenchmen  never  yet  failed  to  fly,  fed 
here  at  home  their  numerous  prifoners  and  their  emigres  with  our  befl 
bread  and  tenderefl  confolations.     "  If  I  had  lived  (faid  gentle  Louis 
fcize  in  his  laft  moments  to  his  confeflTor)  I  would  have  thanked  the 
king  of  England  for  that  kind  refuge  offered  to  our  clergy.**    "  ALjIs 
**  ce/i  une  nation  vraiemetrt  hiefifaifa^ite  ;'**  So  faid  poor  Pius  iextus  too, 
when  our  navy  defended  the  Italian  coafls  from  plunder,  and  he  flruck 
a  medal  with  a  motto  on  it  expreffive  of  thefc  words — Rome  Javed  by 
Britifh  camion  !    What  a  change  T  fince  the  firft  pages  of  our  firfl  vo- 
lume ;  and  what  a  change  too  from  another  flation,  whither  his  Re» 
troJpeSi  would  point  more  naturally,  the  very  early  pages  of  our  Second  1 
How  muft  a  man  fo  formed  fof  quiet  times  and  claffick  pleafures,  have 
felt  himfclf  cruflicd  and  confounded  by  the  crumbHng  ruin  that  feemed 
to  fhut  him  in  on  every  fide.    Yet  his  biographers  take  pains  to  tell  us> 
that  all  found  temporary  alleviation  from  fight  of  fugitive  pnnceiles» 
aunts  to  the  king  of  France,  feeking  afylum  in  his  capital.  Pi»s  fextus 
was  no  great  charader  'tis  certain,  and  the  time  was  arrived^  when 

^  But  'tis  really  a  beneficent  n^tioa. 

men 
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ixicn  were  mcafurcd  fair  without  advantage  of  their  pedeilals.  Vanity 
is  a  confoHng  quality,  a  flattering  diicaie  of  the  mind,  and  Dr.  John- 
ion  told  me  once  a  ftory  of  a  man  high  in  the  learned  world,  but  long 
£nce  dead,  whofe  fondnefs  for  his  own  powers  of  the  pen  were  fuch, 
he  longed  tb  publiih  his  ptthetick  letters  to  the  unregarding  feduccr  ot' 
Ills  daughter — ^fo  he  called  a  fellow  whom  his  girl,  lels  romantick  than 
Jiimfelf,  had  foolilhly  ran  away  witlu  "  Nor  (cemcd  to  fee  (faid  the 
^^  rough  author  of  the  Rambler,  ti/I  I  fold  himj,  that  he  was  perpe- 
^  tuating  his  dowdyX  and  his  own  difgrace/'  Not  much  unlike  to 
this  the  Roman  pontiff"  delighted  in  his  epiftolary  correfpondence  with 
t:roh*^ned  heads,  although  on  the  moft  diftrcfsful  of  all  fubje<fts.  Among 
thcfe,  Mufcoritifli  Catherine  found  moft  leifure  to  keep  it  up :  ihc 
liked  his  Holincfe^s  letters  better  than  the  cpiftle  from  Kicn  Long  of 
China,  wlw>  was  nc\'er  named  ?.t  her  court  after  he  wrote  it ;  and, 
though  fmce  the  aftooKhing  exertions  of  her  great  general,  valiant 
SuwarofF,  who  at  Ifmaeloff  had  difplayed  feats  of  prodigious  bravery, 
£0  as  to  animate  mankind  to  mutual  (laughter,  by  an  example  worthy 
the  warriors  or  the  knights  of  old,  her  hopes  of  driving  the  Turks  from 
EAirope,  and  fetting  her  own  progeny  on  his  throne,  were  put  by  to 
another  planting  ieafqn.  Potcmkin  took  due  care  their  roots  (hould 
take  no  injury,  while  his  ambition,  willingly  was  gorged  with  n^e^y 
thing  but  independent  fovereignty,  the  diftant  profpccfl  of  which  gave 
him  to  endure  life  a  few  years  longer,  diverting  its  ennui  witli  pouring 
out  whole  facks  full  of  diamonds.  Jewels,  precious  gems,  upon  a  tabic 
covered  with  black  velvet,  as  we  are  told,  there  to  admire  their  \^luc 
-and  their  luftre. 

Thofe  who  have  read  much  of  great  men's  private  hours,  will  recol- 
IcCl"  (empty  as  this  may  be)  the  tadium  vita  Icis  innocently  amufcd, 
and  black  velvet  put  to  a  worfe  ufe  than  by  Potemkin,  He  died  under 
a  tree  upon  his  journey  to  the  town  he  had  built,  and  called  after  his 
queen  Ekatarinakoff.  Poor  Sultan  Sclim  now  appeared  the  only  per- 
fbn  not  pcrfuaded  that  all  great  empires,  and  his  own  the  firil,  were 

3T2  baflin 


ir 
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hading  to  decay,  whilfb  a  iick  daughter  o(  Achmct  the  third  was 
living  in  Paris  on  charity,  from  its  fierce  rulers  in  I  794,  with  a  iifter  of 
their  own  Mirabcau,  who  Ukewifc  fubfiiled  upon  alms.  But  as  Shake- 
fpear  lays,  "  Mifery  acquaints  people  with  ftrange  bedfellows."  No 
more  viziers  called  Gazi,^  reminded  the  Grand  Signor  of  his  viQorits. 
The  enigDoatick  appl^  which  had  perplexed  the  Ottomans  fo  long,  the 
fatal  fruit,  which  when  they  were  to  fcoop,  and  put  the  blood-rcd  ped 
upon  their  heads»  was  to  bring  ruiawith  it  (fee  firft  volume),  was 
now  by  many  deemed  the  bonnet  rouge^  emblem  of  freedom  gmwn 
among  the  French,  the  idea  borrowed  from  old  caps  of  liberty,  which 
fkvcs  at  Rome  had  been  prefented  with  when  nmnumitted  by  their 
mailers,  who  drew  it  down  clofe  on  the  fides  to  hide  their  <ars,  bored 
as  a  badge  of  flavery.  The  modems  more  enraged^  dipt  thefe  caps 
red  in  blood*  Original  notions  never  feem  extirpated,  deface  them 
how  you  will :  flill  Adam  Weifhaupt  climbed  the 

Tree  of  knowledge  :  but  inftead  of  fruit 
ChewM  bitter  afhes,  which  th'  •ffeodod  tafb 
With  fpAtt'iing  noiie  rejected* 

Dealers  In  death,  thefe  black  free-mafbns  and  their  hierophants, 
couched  in  their  caves,  died  fome  by  poiibn,  Ibmc  by  afTaflination — 
hunted  by  Robefpierre,  whofc  aAive  blood-hounds  found  them  where* 
ever  hid — ^yct  trees  of  liberty  were  planted  notwithftanding  in  all  na- 
tions by  them  and  their  agents,  workers  in  Weilhaupt's  mine,  pro- 
moters of  the  fbcial  contra^ — planned  by  Rouffeau  half  undefignedly 
—diligent  drivers  of  that  tremendous  lever,  now  flrengthened  to  pulh 
under  every  throne,  thus  in  due  time  to  loofen  their  foundations,  and 

• 

*  Ga%i  means  vidory  in  Turkilh,  I  have  been  toM.  Quere,  whether  Gaza  in  the 
i'cripture  might  not  have  been  called  fo,  beeaufe  of  triumphs  won  there  to  the  Phi>» 
liftioes  ;  but  'tis  thofe  only  who  are  fkilled  in  oriental  langnagcs  can  teil  u». 
Alexander  razed  that  town  after  a  fiege— had  it  meant  nothing,  it  would  not  have  beea 
roftored  with  the  fame  name,  I  thinlu  The  Greeks  called  towns  iWr^polis,  from 
vidories. 

ihakc 
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fhakc  them  Ftke  ripe  Jigs  dropping  to  earth.  Even  Wafliington  felt  hb 
feat  of  power  endangered,  and  publifhed  in  the  year  1 794  a  proclama- 
tion to  check  the  buds  of  rebellion  in  America;  where  after  ufeful  hints 
given  by  a  rough  fellow  calling  himfelf  Peter  Porcupine,  and  a  more 
elaborately  written  pamphlet  had  appeared  under  Mr.  Harper's  name — 
the  fever  of  their  folly  feemed  to  cool,  and  iEneas's  fcntiments  towards 
Andromache  came  into  play  at  laft. 

Siquando  thybiim,  vicinaqueTTiybridis  arva 
Intraro,  gentique  mex  data  mxnia  cernamy 
Cognatas  urbis,  olim,  popuhifquc  propinquos 
Kpiro  Hefperia,  quibusidcni  Dardanus  au£tor, 
Atque  idem  cafus  ;  unam  facieimis  utramque 
Trojam  animis  maneat  noftros  ea  cura  Nepotes. 

Third  Book  cf  VirgiL 

m 

The  death  of  Robcfpierre  did  indeed  give  mankind  a  breathing  time  J 
Bourdon  de  TOife,  who  had   followed  him  clofc  up,   attacked,   and 
with  the  aid  of  Tallicn,  tore  him  down  from  that  pre-eminence,  whence 
he  had  leen  companions,  friends,  enemies  go  to  the  guillotine  obedient, 
unrefifting  as  the  old  gladiators  in  Roman  days,   who  paffing  the  em- 
peror on  their  paflage  to  the  Coloffeo,  were  accuftomed  to  cry  out,  Av€ 
imperator!  mortturt  tefalutant ;  but  Robcfpierre   never,  like  Claudius 
C^efar,  anfwered  them,  Avete  vos — and  by  that  word  difeppoihted  the 
people  of  their  (how.     He  law  the  royalifts  all  martyred,  the  BriiTotines 
extinguiflied,  the  Dantonifts  dcftroycd,  adherents  to  the  crov  n  and 
fupporters  of  the  republick  alike  expiring,  and  in  fuch  crowds,  that  th<f 
laft  forty  days  of  his  exiftence  carried  four  hundred  and  eighty-three  of 
his  fellow- citizens  to  the  Icaffold  in  Paris  only,  beiides  orders  for-cxc-* 
cutions  in  the  country,  which  incredulity  herfelf  is  forced  toconfefs— 
trebled  that  number.     Among  the  firft  of  thefe,  princefs  Elizabeth  fuf^ 
fered  in  company  with  count  d'Eftaing,  who  had   ferved  her  haplefi 
brother  under  the  royalty,  and  old  Maleftierbes,  who  had  permijjion  to  de- 
fend his  caufe  under  the  democracy,  with  Monf.  d'Efpremcfnil,  who 

in 
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in  the  gay  days  pf  France  dcfpifcd  the  ncceflity  of  a  Redeemer,  and 
Gobet,  who  m  the  beginning  of  her  gloomy  ones  renounced,  rejefted, 
and  openly  derided  God  in  a  Chriftian  church.  The  man  who  drove 
them  this  lad  journey  told  them,  *'  That  Robefpicrre  had  given  the 
**  world  leave  to  believe  in  a  deity,  and  had  himielf  officiated  as  pontiff 
''  in  a  new  feftival  a  rEternfL'* — *'  He's  but  an  afs,*'  faid  one  of  her 
companions.  Another  made  remarks  ftill  more  offenfive.  The  princefs 
remained  mute,  having  prcvioufly  ftopt  her  ears,  and,  exemplary  crea- 
ture as  (lie  was,  paflcd  on,  like  parricides  of  old,  to  punilhment,  tied  to 
an  ape,  a  Icrpent,  and  an  owl.  His  crimes  complete,  this  tyrant  ho- 
micide was  at  lail  carried  himfcif  to  death,  although,  in  order  to  con- 
ciliate his  favour,  Carnot  had  given  confent  to  fee  aboliflied  that  execu- 
ti.\e  council  which  alone  kept  him  in  check — but  denouncing  no  fewer 
than  an  hundred  members  of  the  convention  in  one  day,*  they  rofc  on 
him,  and  he  lived  but  one  day  more.     His  epitaph  was  admirable  : 

PalTant,  nc  pleurez  pas  mon  fort,  Good  paflcngcrs  weep  not  the  lofs  of  my  head, 

Si  jc  vivois  tu  fcrois  mort.  If  I  had  been  living,  you*d  all  have  been  dead; 

This  was  a  pretty  thing  enough,  a  ftrange  one  was,  that  this  defpot 
had  fomc  iinccre  approvers.  Le  Bas  fwore  he  would  die  with  him, 
and  kept  his  word — ^fo  did  his  brother  and  Le  Jufte,  ex-noble.  The 
man  s  difmtcreftednefs  had  dazzled  thent ;  they  faw  he  gained  no 
riches  nor  no  fplcndour  from  all  thcfe  murders,  which  he  faid  were 
neccflury  to  keep  out  kings  and  terrify  their  fubjcds.  Barrere  pro- 
Lcllcd  his  word  fault  was  leaving  France  {o  many  enemies  alhe — 
t  fee  nqt  how  he  could  have  killed  them  farter — but  thofc  that  fct 
up  a  new  conftitution  after  his  death  with  a  dirciSor}-,  underwent 
many  difad vantages,  and  were,  as  Mcrcier  tells,  often  reproached 
with  the  fupcrior  ikill  of  Hobefpierrc  ;  and  {o  attached  was  France 
io  that  new  calendar,  in  which  he  called  the  days  pepper  and  fult^ 
inftead  of  the  old  martyrs  names  Ambrolius  or  Cecilia,  that  thofe  who 

*  See  hi/lorical  epochs  by  Goudemetz. 

have 
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have  tried  to  get  quit  of  the  folly  cannot  fuccced ;  and  eren  wife  ones 
among  them  fay,  t/uy  can  be  but  enemies  to  their  country  who  love  not 
the  found  of  Vendcmaire  and  Fru Aidor — fo  charmed  were  they  to  read 
ChriflfttaS'day  changed  to  le  jour  du  chienJ^     Mr.  Pitt  may  glcry  more 
than  any  one,  he  was  about  the  fame  time  declared  Tennemt  dugeure  f 
humain.     Meanwhile  the  combination  of  armed  princes  againft  thcie 
true  defeendants  of  the  ancient  Gauls,  though  often  vi<ftorious,  never 
were  faccefsful.     Their  manifcftocs  were  imprudent,  their  conqucfts. 
ill-afccrtained,  and  their  diffcntions  childilh.     Peltier  abferves  well, 
that  the  iyftem  of  les  pettU  vcttgeances  is  a  fatal  one.     When  ouf  par- 
liaments (iays  he)  were  infplrcd  with  a  wifh  to  fpite  their  king  in  1 7S7, 
1788,  and  1789,  his  courtiers  afterwards  enjoyed  at  Icaft  the  wTCtched 
comfort  of  fpitinji;  thofe  vile  parliaments,  and  feeing  them  fbon  fwal- 
lowed  up  in  what  was  called  a  conftitution.     The  bankers'  momcntaTy. 
triumph  over  nobility  once  proud  and  once  rcfcrved,  was  of  the  fam^ 
fort  ;  and  as  quickly  followed  by  the  bourgeois,  who  in  their  turn  tri- 
mnphed  infultingly  over  the  bankers.     Complying  curates  too  icjoicicd 
a  while  to  fee  recufant.bifhops,  to  whofc  thrones  they  had  preferred- 
many  a  fuit  in  vain,  humbled  in  duft,  or  flying  for  their  livcs^  till  the 
canaille  at  length  lorded  it  over  the  ill-mingled  mafs,  and  rioting  in 
murder  and  barbarity,  called  this  a  glorious  revolution.     We  muft  exa- 
mine now  whether  Mallet  du  Pan  finds  the  leagued  princes  ading  on 
nobler  motives.     Whilft  ove  wifhed  not  to  aggrandize  Auftria  at  any 
rate ;  when  more  than  one  apparently  felt  greater  eagcmcfs  to  impo- 
veriih  old  England  than  even  to  ferve  themfelves ;  and  when  the  true 
intereft  of  that  coiuitry,  which  eich  at  fiift  pretended  that  they  came 
into  the  field  to  fight  for,  was  totally  forgotten   by  them   all,  except 
(jreat  Britain,  its  natural  and  accuflomed  foe — nay,  when  not  c\  en  her 
difmterefled  virtue  could  forbear  rejoicing  at  the  flrange  fflly  figure 
which  Spain  made,  tricked  of  her  Ihips,  and  himg  out  to  the  dcrifion 
of  all  Europe  with  certain  lofs  of  commerce,  charadler,   and  confer 
qucncc  :    Catherine  of  Ruffia,  feated  on  a  height  whence  (lie  could  fee 

•  The  day  of  the  dog.  f  The  enemy  of  humankind. 

the 


520  SKETCH  OF  EVENTS,  [ch.  xxiir. 

the  ant-hill  all  in  motion,  and  view  the  rcfult  of  its  buftlc  undifhirbcd, 
became  folc  arbitrefs  of  our  whole  continent.  She  only  could  have 
ftilled  the  fighting  elements  in  France,  when  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
year  1  /QO  chaos  was  come  again:  Ihc  might  have  given  ftrength  to  the 
leagued  princes,  animation  to  the  grand  caufe  of  religion  and  morality ; 
but  when  at  laft  (he  felt  a  fond  deiire  to  amufe  the  favourite's  valiant 
brother,  Valerian  ZubofF,  whofe  delight  was  war;  and  when  theBritiiU 
minifter  had  infpired  her  with  hope  of  forwarding  her  darling  projeft 
to  fet  prince  Conftantine  upon  the  throne  fo  long,  ib  cruelly  ufiirpcd 
by  Ottomans ;  when,  in  a  word,  ihe  was  at  length  prevailed  on  to  fign 
that  documjcnt  by  which  fuch  vaft,  fuch  Signal  changes  would  have 
been  wrought,  the  pen  dropt  from  her  preparing  hand — and  Retro/pec^ 
tiott  can  ufc  none  impreiOve  and  fublime  as  that  of  Mr.  Eton,  with 
whole  words  we  clofe  this  chapter — ^Myilerious  heaven  !  (he  died. 


The  Britifl)  minifter  who  had  been  at  her  court  foh'citing  her  help  on  former  occa* 
fions  was  oddly  charaderized  by  Mirabeau,  who  fays  in  his  memoirs,  **  The  Due  de 
*<  Brunfwick  would  have  fcnfe  enough  to  know,  before  he  feels  the  io^potence  of  hisat*^ 
^*  tdcks  upon  0ur  great  nation^  were  not  his  ears  perpetually  poilbned  by  that^  minifter, 
**  thai  artful  ftatefman*  that  cunnii^  creature,  Harrist  who  like  his  country  will  often 
*•  be  found  cltver^  but  upon  very  few  occafions  w//i.'* 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XXIV. 


LAST  FOUR  YEARS  OF  THE  CENTURY, 

fRbM   1796  TO  1800, 

BEING  arrived  at  the  intcrefting  moment  when  Retro/pe^ion  ceafis 
and  obfervation  is  begun,  our  book  muft  with  this  chapter  end 
itfelf,  and  be  fubmitted  to  the  reader  s  RetroJPeSl.  If  found  at  laft  too 
Ihort  for  ufe,  too  long  for  entertainment,  the  writer  will  be  lorry  ; 

Yet  if  we  fhadows  have  offended, 

Tbink  but  this>  and  all  is  mended — 

That  you  have  but  flumber'd  here. 

While  thefe  vitions  did  appear. — Midfummer  Night* s  J^ream, 

•  The  early  vifibns  of  Ronie's  glory,  papal  as  imperial,  ^'  are  va- 
^'  niflied  into  air,  into  thin  air.'*  Her  fecond  cycle  of  twelve  centu- 
lies  is  more  than  flown,  and  deftiny  demands  his  due.  That  the  fuc- 
ceflbrs  of  her  laft  great  founder  "  have  been  of  late  compelled  to  take 
*'  tne  loweft  room'*  at  the  long  table  of  bur  common  mafter,  they  owe 
to  the  coarfe  ftruggles  he  forbade :  when  pulhing  for  the  topmoft 
place  *  we  faw  and  felt 

The  faucy  follower  grown  a  fovereign  lord^  , 

Kxchanging  Peter's  keys  for  Peter's  fword. — CowUy. 

If  howlbever,  when  his  church  was  young,  **  Ihe  girded  herfelf  and 
"  walked  where  Ihe  would,^^  let  us  lament  rather  than  triumph  over 

♦  See  14th  chapter  of  St.  Luke's  Gofpcl,  8th  and  9th  vcffes.    "^ 

« 

.  ■  Vol.  II.  3  U  her 
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her,  '^  when  now,  being  old,*  another  girdcth  and  carricth  her  whi- 
**  ther  fhc  would  not  :*'  and  as  a  great  preacher  of  the  prefcnt  day  wifely 
admonifhes,  "  Let  us  not,  while  poring  over  the  monuments  of  pail 
'*  greatnefs,  neglcft  to  fludy  thofc  infcriptions  on  them,  from  which 
•*  fbmc  warning  may  be  drawn  for  future  times."  Different  ideas  will 
be  called  up  in  different  minds  by  like  events,  or  by  the  fame  narra- 
tion :  each  ftudent  draws  after  the  giant  ftatue,  and  takes  his  view 
according  as  he  fits  to  it.  Far  as  the  paft  occurrences  have  place 
all  this  goes  well ;  and  to  anticipate  what  is  yet  to  come,  tranfcends 
alike  our  limits  and  our  power.  When  the  uncertain  figure  pailes  by^ 
and  like  thofe  of  Eliphaz,f  fear  makes  our  bones  to  ihake ;  we  cannot 
difcem  the  form  thereof,  though  thro'  the  filent  night  a  voice  be  heard. 
Kett,  King,  and  Whitaker,  with  numbers  more,  have  lent  learned  and 
grave  conjeAures  towards  explaining,  after  a  mortal  mode,  the  awful 
figns  which  have  diflinguiihed  this  half  century,  fertile  in  wonders 
above  all  the  reft :  and  if,  bcfide  texts  from  both  Teflaments,  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  latter  days  by  the  fiftitious  Efdras  were  admitted,  the 
ilrange  things  he  predidb  daily  arrive  :  untimely  births  do  indeed  live 
and  arc  raifed  up,  J  while  children  of  a  year's  growth  as  certainly  fpeak 
with  their  voices,  and  arc  liftened  to. 

^'  But  woe  be  to  that  people  (fays  an  old  Englifh  writer)  who  live 
/*  under  thefe  young  governments !  All  unripe  fruit  is  harfii  (he  adds), 
*^  and  they  that  dwell  in  new  houfes  be  apter  to  catch  difcafes  than 
f*  they  who  inhabit  ancient  ones  wcU-fcalbned.*'  Whajtlhallwc  iky 
then  if  all  this  be  fb  concerning  our  own  times  ?  when  Poland,  Holland, 
North  America,  all  infant  flates,  fpeak  plain,  and  fpeak  aloud ;  when 
new  republicks  in  the  north  of  Italy  appear  like  fungufes  in  fairy  rings> 
produced  by  tears  of  the  preceding  night :  when  juft  before  the  year 

♦  See  2lft  chapter  of  St.  John's  Gofpcl,  18th  tcrfe. 

t  See  14th  chapter  of  the  Book  of  Job,  the  14th,  1 5  th,  and  16(1)  verfes. 

(  See  6th  chapter,  2d  Book  of  Efdras,  21ft  verfe. 
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1 796  France,  to  the  admiration  of  all  Europe,  produced  her  lail  new-^ 
torn  conftitution,  being  the  fourth  Ihc  had  acknowledged  fuch  within 
iive  revolutions  of  the  fun  ;  when  five  men  called  directors  took  the 
lead.  Before  thcle  people,  and  by  their  dtrccDotiy  were  fcen  flealing 
ofFthe  tamer  a  ohfcHrUj  thofc  rugged  forms  of  rough  fraternity,  which 
like  the  fons  of  CEdipus  had  made  the  name  of  brotherhood  abhorred  ; 
-and  drefles  meant  to  diftinguifh  and  adorn  high  rank  were  hung  upon 
thefe  new  rulers  over  twenty-feven  millione,  which  hovering  over  Eu- 
rope like  locufts  darkening  the  fun,  menaced  its  deftrudlion,  and  call  a 
formidable  ihadc  arouiwi.  Not^  could  men  quickly  fee  through  the 
thick  gloom,  that  if  this  multitude  were  aftually  agreed  upon  the  mur- 
der of  a  lamb-like  prince,  they  muft  have  been  twenty-feven  millions 
of  monftcrs ;  and  that  if  they  tamely  fufFercd  frx  hundred  frantick 
ruffians  to  kill  him  publickly  in  their  defpite,  they  muft  have  been  fb 
many  millions  of  cowards.  Certain  it  is  the  new  direiftory  feemcd  to 
lament  the  cm(h  of  every  virtue  by  the  grand  fall  of  altars  and  of 
thrones :  they  hoped  perhaps,  while  roafting  out  the  fubftance  of  mo- 
narchy, morality,  and  religion,  to  keep  at  leaft  the  COS^  as  chc- 
mifts  call  the  Colour,  Odour,  S'apor  of  all  three.  But  an  avowed  de- 
fire  to  dcllroy  every  other  government,  gives  no  good  pledge  of  kind 
intentions  towards  our  own.  Befidcs  that,  as  Machiavelli  fays,  '*  a  re- 
•'  volution  is  carnival  time  to  a  mob  ;'*  and  when  were  boys  wearied 
^vith  barring  out  their  mafters?  Berquin's  defcription  of  children 
tired  with  doing  their  own  way,  and  anxious,  after  fufFering  for  their 
folly,  to  be  replaced  under  papa's  guidance,  was  np  emblem  of  his 
countrymen,  who  now  hated  all  laws  and  all  rcftraint ;  and  were,  as 
Mercier  himfelf  confefles,  loofcd  into  a  ftatc  of  what  he  calls  general 
demoralization.  No  wonder !  Since  Louis  fcizc  had  laid  down  his 
autjhority,  the  fceptre,  after  the  example  of  Aaron's  rod,  aflumed  i\ 
ferpent's  form,  affrighting  even  thofe  who  wiftied  to  wield,  it.  And 
Carnot,  to  keep  turbulent  fpirits  quiet  at  home,  fent  to  the  fighting 
field  his  trufted  friend  Buonaparte.     This  general,  the  firfl  who  ever 

3  U  2 


wore 


524  LAST  FOUR  YEARS  OP  THE  CENTURY,     [en.  x\iv; 

wore  as  a  name  the  title  of  Df/iroyer  ;*  Apollyon  Buonaparte  burft  on 
Italy,  amazing  all  mankind,  not  by  deftrudlion  of  his  fword  alone,  but 
by  his  powers  of  fafcination  too,  difplayed  in  their  ciFefts  among  Ita- 
lian potentates,  which,  not  unlike  birds  upon  a  branch,  dropt  one  by 
one  into  the  mouth  of  the  rattle-fnakc. 

*  The  prince  of  Piedmont,  whofe  father  was  fo  liberally  paid  by  Eng- 
land for  keeping  the  key  of  their  peninfula,  ftole  it,  as  a  girl  docs  from 
under  her  govcraefs's  head,  to  let  in  the  feducer  who  fmgs  beneath  the 
window  :  while  Venice,  unwarned  perhaps,  perhaps  unwilling  to  be- 
lieve bafenefs  could  lurk  where  liberty  difplayed  her  banner  ;  received 
and  foftered,  even  againft  the  will  of  fubjecfts  ftrongly  attached  to  the 
old  way,  new  mafters,  who  arrived  only  to  fcorn,  to  plunder,  and  for- 
fake  them. 

Thus,  without  one  blow  ftruck  in  its  defence,  did  this  ancient  and 
once  refpciflable  ariftocracy,  formed  when  a  former  Attila  ravaged  the 
earth ;  tamely  yield  up  its  independence  to  fome  troops  detached  by 
the  dcftroycr  Buonaparte,  with  orders  even  to  burn  their  bucentoro, 
golden  book,  and  every  mark  of  former  fovereignty,  carrying  their 
bronze  horfesofFto  Paris,  and  having  (as  Frenchmen  with  no  unjuft 
though  bitter  farcafm  ob/erved)  torn  the  old  woman's  night-cap 
from  their  doge,  and  put  upon  his  head  their  bonnet  rouge;  'twas  time 
to  annihilate  every  remembrance  of  happier  hours,  and  abolilh  even 
mafquerading  in  their  ftrcets ;  fending  them  all  to  bed  at  ten  o'clock, 
as  by  a  curfcw-bell  in  ancient  times,  and  linking  them  faft  to  their 
new  idol  Freedom,  by  chains  of  iron  never  to  be  broken. 

Milan  and  Mantua  meanwhile  received  the  fuddcn  fliock  of  more 
than  gothick  fury  ;  and  Lodi's  bridge  crowned  the  unfeeling  conquer(5r 
with  laurels,  every  dark  leaf  of  which,  though  ornamental,  will  in  the 
end  perhaps  prove  poifonous  to  ///w,  who  (hocked  the  cure  dc  St.  Salo 
by  throwing  quicklime  upon   half- dead  foldiers,  under  pretence  of 

*  See  the  9tl;  chapter  of  St  John's  Apocalypfe,   l  Itli  vcrfc— The  Greek  word  is 

Apollyon,    TheCorfican  pronunciation  makes  it  iV.J^c///c«r. 

general 
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general  uttlsfy y  and  the  ncceffity  of  avoiding  putrid  complaints- confc- 
qnent  upon  fuch  carnage.  A  Lombard  peafant,  when  the  day  was 
done»  w^as  called  out  by  a  colonel  of  brigade  to  lliew  bim  a  convenient 
field  of  green  corn,  it  was  early  in  May,  w  here  he  might  turn  his  horfes 
for  refrefhment.  They  paiTed  by  one,  which  the  officer  obierved  xi>onld 
do  well  enough,  to  another  fifty  yards  diftant,  that  was  better.  **  Why^ 
"  bring  us  here,  kind  citizen  ?"  exclaimed  the  French  commander, 
'^  when  I  told  you  the  lefler  inclofure  would  have  done.'*  *'  Ah  cccel- 
*'  lenza  !"  replied  his  melancholy  conduAor,  *'  it  is  becuufe  that  littld 
'*  field  belongs  to  a  poor  neighbour  of  mine  who  has  a  wife  and  child^ 
*'  This  meadow  is  my  own ;  a  fingle  man  (an't  pleafe  your  lordfliip) 
*^  need  not  outlive  the  honour  of  his  country ;  life  has  a  claim  on  dear 
'*  Antonia's  hufband ;  he  can't  like  me,  whom  Ihe  refufed  to  make  him 
*'  happy,  rufti  on  your  fvvords  and  lofe  all  fcnfe  of  forrow."  So  fared 
it  with  the  north  of  Italy.  Rome,  fatherlefs  and  affrighted,  fecmed 
likely  to  exhibit  ftill  deeper  dlftrcfs.  Sorne  of  her  church  plunder  was 
fold  by  French  invaders,  as  it  flood,  to  Jews ;  who  when  they  had  paid 
for  it  and  claimed  their  bargain,  were  beaten  off  by  an  incenfed  popu- 
lace, which  had  feen  villa  Albani  long  their  boaft,  ftript  and  raz'd  quite 
to  earth  with  infinite  difpleafure,  although  care  had  been  taken  to  en- 
rage them  too,  againft  all  wealthy  individuals ;  and  the  fight  of  princes 
CoJonna  and  Borghefe  reduced  to  eat  rice  with  a  horn  fpoon,  afFe<5lcd 
them  but  little  I  believe.  'Tis  fald  their  quondam  fbvereign  borne 
about,  ibmetimes  tn  ©pen  carts  for  more  indignity,  fomctimes.  in  a 
dofe  coach  for  fear  fuch  fufFerings  fliould  excite  compaffion;  found  . 
leifure  during  his  laft  fiid  captivity,  for  writing  a  long  letter  to  his 
biftiops  fheltercd  among  us,  cxpreffing  gratitude  towards  heaven  for 
having  raifed  them  up  friends  in  a  foreign  land;  and  though  by  nature 
and  by  long-fixed  prejudice  hoftile  to  our  opinions,  it  is  fuppofed  that 
his  laft  breath  bleffed  the  brave  Britlfli  nation.  They  meantime,  whilft 
Buonaparte  droVe  forward  like  the  Aflyrian  conqueror  Rablhake, 
crying,  **  Where  are  the  gods  of  Hamath  and  of  Arpad?  and  have 

^'  they 


526  XAST  FOUR  YEARS  OP  THE  CENTURY,      [ch.  xxtv. 

^'  they  indeed  delivered  Samaria  out  of  my  liand}"*  They  trufting  vx 
the  God  of  battle$>  had  under  immortal  Howe's  command  fecurcd 
our  highly  favoured  country's  fafety  by  deftruftion  of  the  French  fleets 
<:ven  when  their  pride  was  at  its  loftieft  point  of  elevation ;  and  that 
blow  ftriking  down  all  their  naval  ftrength  at  once,  protcdled  the  wide 
commerce  of  Great  Britain,  and  gave  her  Ihips  to  cover  the  obedient 
feas,  fubfervient  from  firft  of  June  1796,  to  all  //^rpurpofes  whether  of 
trafHck,  difcovery,  or  defence.  It  was  in  happy  confequence  of  this 
Superiority,  that  Elphinftone  captured  rather  than  conquered  the  Dutch 
fleet  near  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  iketr  poiTeffions — if  powers 
allied  to  France  may  be  faid  to pojjefs  any  thing;  fell  unrefiflingly  into 
our  hands. 

Spain  faw  with  envious  borrow,  not  unnatural,  the  triumplis  of  a 
kingdom  which  kept  Caftilian  ports  from  gralp  of  Caftilian  natives; 
and  foon  through  Gibraltar's   ftreights   difpatchcd   a  willing  fleets 

doubling  his  numbers,  to  attack  brave  Jer\is,  whole  little  Iquadron's 

»  

carlicA  intention,  fccms  to  have  been  fcparating  the  Spanifh  veffelsj^ 
io  to  compenfate  his  own  in£srior  force.  But  true  good-will  confers 
furprifingly  thofe  powers  it  (lands  in  need  of.  Our  gallant  captains 
found  their  greateftuiifficvdty  was  dragging  home  their  large  unweildy 
prizes.  0»c  huge  fhip  carrying,  if  I  remember  right,  the  admirars 
,  flag,  remained  a  hopelefs  wreck  on  the  wide  ocean,  which  upon  that 
day  humbly  recognized  Britannia  lawful  rukr  over  his  waves.  A 
happy  vidory  was  this  to  England,  and  happier  fl:ill  the  moment  it 
was  gained  in:  for  France,  which  fuccefbfully  applied  her  tragick  dagger 
to  ^very  other  form  of  Government  in  Europe,  prefented  to  us  here  her 
poifoned  bowl ;  and  having  fown  with  diligence  the  feeds  of  mutiny 
among  men,  who  long  had  prided  thcmfeves  on  being  loved  and 
praifcd  and  paid  as  our  defenders,  followed  their  menaces  of  an  inva- 

See  aSth  chapter  of  the  2d  Cook^Kings,  34tk'ver(e. 
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fion  up  by  a  deftcnt  on  Wales.     There  the  bold  Cambrians,  nothing 
mtimidated  by  this  extraordinary  ftroke  of  policy,  applied  the  remedy 
of  ready  valour,  and  recolleAitig  perhaps,  how  a  fmall  veffel  bound 
from  Caernarvon  had  a  few  months  before  beaten  off  a  French  pri«- 
vateer  only  with  mop-JTtcks^^  which  they  chanced  to  have  on  board ;  the 
Periibrotelhire  pealantry^  actuated  by  equjal  fpirit,  came  forward  ,w  ith. 
their  fcythes  and  pitchforks,  headed  by  a  gentleman  refiding  in  the 
country,  before  whom  thefe  far-renowned  marauders  laid  down  their 
arms,  whilft  Sir  Harry  Burrard  Neale  catchcd  up  the  frigates  that  con- 
veyed them*     Theic  events  happened  in  February  17g7>  but  DuncanV 
fcarceiy  hoped  for  fuccefs  at  Camperdown*,  was  neccflary  to  free  us 
from  future  annoyance  of  an  enemy  that  hoped,  through  interference 
of  Winter  and  Story,  two  Dutch  admirals,  to  vanquifb  the  Venerable, 
a  leaky  ihip,  which,  notwithftanding  every  obftacle,  led  on  our  flag  tO' 
fame;  nobly'  fupported  by  offiders,  whom  to  praifejuftly,  we  ftiould 
praifc  feparately ;  while  RetroJpe6iion  can  but  look  on  with  pleafure^ 
and  like  Imogen,  follow  their  ftandards  Itreaming  through  the  air^  till 
our  tired  eye-ftrings  crack  almoft  with  loyalty  and  love.     After  this 
blilsful,  this  dccifive  day,  was  the  word  mutiny  erafed  from  our  Brave 
feamens'  brief  vocabulary :  and  before  Ghriftmas,  1797*  the  king  had 
pardoned  fbme  miftaken  fellows  ;  then,  having  thanked  his  numerous 
and  incomparable  fubje<fts,  who  made  him  rich  amends  by  their  flili 
matchleis  valour,  for  that  Ihort  burft  of  momentary  folly,  he  confe-^ 
crated  his  new  acquired  colours  in  the  church,  and  called  by  piety 
frefii  bleilings  on  his  arms.     Invafion  was  a  fear  no  longer  faihionable;. 
after  the  ne{l  of  miichief  was  blown  up  among  the  dykes  of  Bruges  and: 
Qftend;  to  deftroy  which,  (bme  Iclf-devoted  warriors  braved  even  the 
elements,  and  went,  as  we  may  fay,  triumphantly  to  prifon  after  their 
duty  done — ^retreat  from  danger  being  found  the  only  fervice  difficult 
to  Britons.     This  may  perhaps  be  called  inflated  language,  but  thofe 
who  fwell  lels,  feellefs;  ofpleafurc  or  of  pain.     Towards  flirinking  up* 
our  vanity  by  fevcrc  mortification,  our  fifler  kingdom  largely  contrii- 

buted;^ 
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^biltcd.  When  turning  weftward,  our  Ketrojpeii  amazed,  beholds  poor 
Jreland  turned  to  a  theatre  of  civil  blood-flied  and  religious  war;  mifled 
by  their  new  light,  and  new  teachers,  to  adopt  French  moiles  of  cruelty; 
encouraged  too  in  their  old  prejudice  for  Romlfli  tenets,  while  theit 
infidious  iniligators  found  them  ufeful.  The  Irifh  peafantry  conftrudcd 
pikes,  and  fpitted  unrefifting  Proteftants  upon  them,  with  the  alacrity 
of  a  duke  d'Alva,  licking  the  blood  from  otF  their  recking  fpears  with 
the  more  fiend-like  fury  of  Marat.  The  popilh  priefts  indeed,  from 
time  to  time,  did  wait  a  moment  to  baptize  an  Englifhman  (as  if  he 
were  not  of  Chrift's  flock  before)  with  fomething  hkc  the  Moor's  care 
for  Dcfdemona,  when  going  to  murder  that  poor  inrnioccnt,  he  feys, 

I  would  not  kill  thy  unprej^ared  fpirit. 

No,  Heaven  forefend  !  I  would  not  kill  thy  foul. 

How  tedious  muft  this  ftrange  proccfs  have  appeared  to  their  ftill 
more  inhuman  agitators,  who  fighcd  to  fee  the  moment  arrive  when 
each  idea,  however  erroneous,  of  conciliating  Heaven,  ihould  be  put  a 
final  end  to :  nor  could  the  invaders,  led  by  Hoche  or  Humbert,  fb 
often  called  for,  believe^  without  even  ocular  dcmonftration,  that  the 
pope,  whom  as  they  fald  they  had  juft  driven  from  Italy,  fhould  thus 
be  found  in  Ireland ;  and  that  their  caufe  fliould  have  been  miflaken 
even  by  Hibernian  heads,  for  the  caufe  oi piety.  Murder  and  maflacre 
however  ftalked  around,  and  nothing  breathed  but  mutual  accufation. 
Such  was  the  efFervefcence  formed,  by  pouring  a  large  portion  of  mo- 
dem philofophy  upon  the  obfoletc  fuperftition  and  fluinbering  igno- 
rance of  our  forefathers,  never  rouzed  from  its  ilagnant  putridity,  till  the 
iilnminees  of  our  day  delighted  in  throwing  up  by  this  unnatural 
mixture  an  artificial  gas,  meant  for  the  fufFocation  of  both  church  and 
ftate ;  and  with  the  Anglican  cflablifliment  to  cxtinguifh  the  lafl  refort 
of  true  religion,  honour,  valour,  virtue. 

From  this  groita  del  ca7ie^  our  adive  admin iflration,  our  exemplary 
Sovereign,  aided  by  the  energy  and  fpirit  of  a  loyal  body  armed  to  pro- 

*  I'hc  grotto  filled  with  mephitic  air  at  Naples. 

tea, 
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tcft,  did,  after  many  an  effort,  drag  us  out  alive ;  and  it  is,  perhaps,  to 
national  obedience  of  a  meek  Saviour's  precepts  gracioufly  accepted, 
that  England  owes  her  own  tranquillity,  amid  the  tumult  and  horror 
o^  fuch  times.  We  have,  as  much  as  in  us  lay,  loved  even  our  ene- 
mies ;  blcfled  them  who  curfcd,  and  kindly  treated  thole  who  have  dc- 
fpitefuUy  ufed  us.  We  flicltered  fugitives  from  that  Bourbon-houfe, 
which,  well  we  know,  has  ever  hated  us ;  and  fighed  when  we  beheld 
the  feiTent  flower,  concealing  itfelf  low  in  the  grafs  like  a  violet :  that 
hour  fo  little  diftant  too,  when  high  on  the  afpiring  ftalk  it  reared  the 
head,  and  flourilhed  under  its  own  native  ikies. 

Monaftick  inftitutions  likew  ifc,  although  expenfive,  troublcfome  and 
inimical  to  all  our  old  ideas  of  propriety;  have  found  refuge  in  our 
generous  ifland  :  which  thxis  extends  her  tendercft  toleration  to  thofc 
who  will  not  even  pray  for  our  profperity,  but  only  our  converfioUf  as  if 
wc  were  a  nation  of  all  heathens ;  devoted  fouls  till  we  return  to  Rome, 
and  own  iiibjeftion  to  her  higher  power.  Were  thefe  fit  times  for 
fiich  faint  feverilh  dresdtis  ?  when  Paris  poured  out  her  ftarvijig  mul- 
titudes to  war,  ii^capable  of  finding  food  or  fire  at  home,  where  Mercier 
fays,  **  fix  theatres  were  filled  every  night  with  thofe,  who,  fitting  clofe, 
•*  wanted  no  other  warmth,  and  cheated  hunger  by  help  of  amufe- 
*'  ment."  From  thefe  fccnes  Buonaparte  led  a  willing  number  of  wife 
men  deftined  to  make  obfervation  on  another  continent,  and  men  be- 
fore whofe  obfervation  the  face  oieurs  had  been  almoft  wholly  changed. 

A  faiitaftitk  lady  in  London,  fome  fifteen  years  ago,  faid  to  her  friend, 
<^  That  Ihe  had  always  found  geography  a  tedious  repetition  of  the  fame 
^*  thing :  becaufc,  in  fine,  it  is  only  fo  many  monarchies,  faid  Ihe,  and 
"  6)  many  republicks ;  I  am  tired  with  telling  them  over !" 

To  vary  lecflures  for  fuch  iludents,  France,  fincc  that  day,  flung  in- 
ch^ick  heaps,  the  empires,  kingdoms,  and  commonwealth  of  Europe ; 
and,  after  a  fafliion  fo  very  new  and  ftrange,  ran  them  all  oddly  one  into 
an<fther ;  that  uniformity  could  at  leaft  no  longer  be  complained  of,  and 
nothing  was  wanted  but  the  defiroyer^  with  his  quick  lime^  to  con- 
fume  all  at  once. 

Vol.  IL  3  X  ,  His 
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His  courfc  was  bent  towards  Afia,  where  our  ever  irreconcilcaWc 
enemy  Tippoo  Saib  waited  his  help  to  drive  us  from  pofleflions, 
greater  than  any  wc  poiTcircd  at  home ;  and  capable  of  caufmg  in 
the  Sultan  ofMyfbre's  dufky  bofbm,  envy  unquenched  even  by  th€ 
kindnefs  fhewn  to  his  dear-loved  children.  This  chief  had  fworn* 
ne\'cr  to  flecp  in  calico,  it  is  faid,  until  the  country  which  had  pro- 
duced Comwallis  fliould  be  humbled ;  and  Buonaparte,  for  his  purpofe, 
was  found  a  willing  tool.  To  efFe<fl  this  humiliation  every  artifice  wasf 
tried.  The  fon  of  Hyder  Ali  in  French  letters,  was  one  day  called  his 
highnefs,  and  in  one  refuge  of  all  the  world  \  according  to  the  ideas  they 
entertained  of  oriental  di^lion.  In  a  while  we  read  of  their  addrefling 
him  by  the  familiar  name  Citizen  Tippoo^  ^lyiog  with  vain  endeavour  to 
imbue  an  eaftem  defpot  with  their  new  philofophy,  and  the  doftrinc 
of 'equal  rights. 

That  the  plunderer  of  Rome,  by  whofe  comnmnd  the  long- venerated 
fanduary  of  Loretto  had  been  torn  in  pieces,  for  the  fake  of  carrying 
ofFthofc  treafures  it  contained;  (hould  hope  to  poffefs  Mecca  by  a  bold 
exertion  of  fimilar  principles  in  fimilar  pillage,  need  amaze  no  one  r 
but  the  Sultan  of  Myfore  faw  only  his  own  projeAs  ripening  by  Gallick 
heat,  and  heard,  of  courfe  with  horror,  how  his  great  ally  was  croffed 
and  thwarted  on  his  firft  arrival  in  Egypt,  **  That  key  of  earth  and  water 
too,"  as  Buonaparte  not  unjuftly  termed  it,  after  the  opinion  of  Au- 
guftus  Caefar,  delivered  not  lefs  than  eighteen  ccntures  ago ;  and  likelier 
now  than  ever  to  deferve  fiich  appellation,  when  Malta  and  her  knights 
tamely  refigned  the  ring  to  which  the  important  key  was  hung. 

Our  Nelfon  following  with  prefs  of  fail,  although  blown  forward  by 
all  England's  wiflies,  and  driven  along  by  his  own  martial  ardour,  over- 
took not  the  enemy's  fleet  till  anchored  fafe  at  Alexandria ;  where, 
having  adopted  the  fame  mode  of  placing  thcmfelves  which  had  made 
Harrington's  fquadron  impregnable  to  Monfieur  D'  Eftaing  in  a  former 
war,  their  captains  fate  them  down  in  full  fecurity,  and  one  friend  Vas 
employed  in  taking  another's  portrait,  when  the  bold  Goliah,  paffing  a 
head  of  their  van  ihip,  poured  into  her  a  moft  deftruftive  fire. 

Pliny 
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Pliny  in  his  thirty-fifth  book,  tenth  chapter,  tells  how  Protogencs 
painted  his  fincft  work  when  the  town  he  lived  in  was  nearly  taken  by 
aflault,  and  phixUfnh  gladto*  is  his  quaint  expreffion.  This  might  have 
applied  well  to  the  Gallick  artift,  but  a  lefs  claflick  jeft  exprefled  our 
triumph;  and  when  fon>e  foreigner  was  facing  afterwards  how  the 
French  admiral /v/Vy3»  caffe  at  the  lame  critical  inftant,  our  reply  was, 
that  Nclfbn  came  ioute-futte  with  the  chajfe-caffi .  He  did  indeed;  a 
vidlory  fo  won,  ^xidifuch  a  vicftor}^,  was  new  upon  the  annals  even  of 
Bridfli  fcamanfhip,  when  Egypt*s  echoes  anfwered  to  the  names  of 
Berry,  Ball,  and  Trowbridge ;  lefs  appropriate  perhaps  than  that  of 
Bellerophon  when  employed  againft  TOrient,  with  the.fuccefs  an- 
nexed to  that  old  appellation;  when  in  half  fabulous  times  we  read 
how  fell  Chimera  yielded  to  his  power.  Was  our  brave  leader  on  that 
glorious  day  ever  to  read  this  trifling  fummary,  he  might  condemn  me 
as  Canute  his  minftrel,  for  thus  compreffing  deeds  of  fuch  diftin- 
guiflied  merit  into  a  few  weak  lines;  but  how  elfe  muft  I  find  room 
to  notice  even  for  a  moment,  the  confcquent  recapture  of  Malta  by  our 
troops,  the  joy  of  Auftriaand  hopes  of  Italy,  reanimated  by  this  turn  in 
favour  of  princes  ill  combiqed  againft  the  power  of  France,  which  to 
oppofe  required  equal  exertion  among  a// the  allies;  and  it  was  found, 
only  on  England*s  part.  The  kings  of  Naples  and  Sardinia  fent  away 
for  fafety  to  their  infulate  dominions,  could  but  applaud :  the  plun- 
dered dukes  of  Modena  and  Parma  could  but  pray ;  and  Switzerland's 
brave,  but  thinly  fpread  inhabitants  Could  only  die  in  defence  of  a 
caufe,  which  rotting  at  the  core,  Ihewed  private  intereft  and  bafc 
intrigue  working  their  way  even  to  the  foftening  furface.  Among 
thofe  that  were  in  icrious  eameft,  let  us  however  ftop  to  celebrate  the 
Bernoifc  women,  fix  hundred  of  whom  at  leaft  wore  foldicrs  coats,  and 
fell  in  honour's  field;  felling  their  lives  dearly  in  that  difguife  to 
Frenchmen,  who  when  they  found  them  fpinning  in.  their  cottages, 

*  He  drew  hli  line  under  the  dagger'* t  folnt. 
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had  ftuck  their  infants  upon  points  of  fpears  ;  and  violated  their  free 
will  by  force  of  arms,  under  pretence  of  giving  them  liberty.  Ven- 
geance is  virtue  in  a  caufe  like  this;  but  life  muft  have  endured  fad 
change  in  Europe, 'when  female  honour  could  find  no  fecurity  favc 
from  a  mufket  in  a  female  hand.  Arts,  fcicnces,  and  commerce, 
profpered  we  muft  own  ;  while  princedoms,  virtue^,  powers  felt  decay. 
Manufadurers  in  our  own  realm  furprifmgly  enriched,  rofe  to  refpeAa- 
bility  and  juftly :  they  only  wondered  (when  they  bought  up  old  family 
eftates)  why  they  were  made  to  pay  fuch  price  for  labour :  nor  had  fir 
Richard  Arkwright  poflibly  ever  reflcfted  tliat  the  wonder  was,  why 
any  body  tilled  the  earth  at  all ;  vfhen  for  attendance  on  his  Ipinning* 
jennies,  a  man  might  gain  more  in  one  day,  than  he  could  carry  home 
for  toiling  at  a  plough  or  cartbeft  part  of  the  week,  in  many  an  Englifli 
county.  High  payment  for  provifions  was  moft  natural,  where  money 
flowing  in  with  every  tide,  augmented  in  a  degree  quite  unexampled 
the  circulating  medium ;  and  mouths  to  feed  increafed  beyond  imagina- 
tion under  a  mild  government  and  laws  prote<fting  every  indivi- 
dual againft  all  poflibility  of  oppreflion.  Union  was  next  in  confe- 
quencc  of  this  fame  gentle  fpirit,  offered  to  Irifhmen ;  at  length  ac- 
cepted, not  fuddenly,  or  without  much  of  that  hefitation  which  did 
but  little  flatter,  to  fay  true,  the  fpread  of  fuch  attradion:  but  they 
perhaps  thought,  that  as  touched  iron  lofes  all  its  magnetick  qualities 
when  once  bent  into  form  of  a  rlng^  the  marnage  might  be  found  lefs 
beneficial  thnn  'twas  at  firft  fuppofed.  Be  this  as  it  may,  France  muft 
have  fuffered  fome  mortification  furely,  when  flaewn  her  evil  influence 
recoiled  upon  herfelf ;  incapable  of  ftparating  the  Britifli  Ifles,  or  lef- 
iening  the  love  borne  to  their  exemplary  fovereign,  by  each  individual 
of  his  now  widely  extended  domain. 

Meanwhile  difcoveries  were  diligently  purfiied,  and  chriftianity  dif- 
feminatcd  in  places  where  it  appear  t  have  been  driven,  as  much  for 
the  accomplifliment  of  prophecy,  as  for  the  benefit  of  ignorance.  A 
Maroon  war,  as  it  was  not  ill  called,  againft  and 'among  the  chefnut 

*  Mar$n  is  French  for  chefnut — whence  marone  colour. 
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coloured  people,  defolated  our  Weft  Indies  indeed,  and  horrible  cruel- 
tics  were  perpetrated  there  by  wicked  chieftains:  characters  which,  as 
the  writer  pf  a  book  called  the  Purfuits  of  Literature  obferves,  arc 
better  left  for  ever  in  oblivion,  than  dragged  to  light  only  that  they 
may  be  execrated.  During  that  tirne  however,  Moravian  miffionariesh 
had  been  fuccefsful  in  countries  of  later  difcovcry,  and  the  fame  annual 
rcgifters  record  much  happinefs  as  weH  as  mifery  difFufed  over  the 
new  hemifphere. 

Whifft  the  northern  fhores  likewifc  of  Africa  fliook  with  the  cannon 
of  contending  Europeans,  Mungo  Parke  proceeded  filcntly  upon  his 
travels  eaftward,  hoping  to  reach  its  heart,  tracing  at  leaft  the  courfc 
of  the  majeftick  Yo/ibah,  which  appears  ftill  to  have  kept  that  Ethiopick 
name  among  its  natives,  reminding  us  of  the  Almighty's  thrcatenings 
againft  Jerufalcm,  when  for  her  love  of  their  idolatries,  Ezekid  was 
infpired  to  call  her  by  that  appellation,  faying,  "  Son-  of  man  !  wilt  thou 
judge  Aholah  and  AhoUhah^  and  declare  unto  them  their  abomi- 
nations/'* 

Names  have  endured  few  changes  in:  the  eaft^ :  a  parfcc,  native  of 
Ifpahan,  and  refident  in  London,  was  enquired  of  whether  his  countuy-^ 
men  remembered  ftill  the  viftorics  of  Alexander  the  Great.     "  Oh  ycs,"^ 
was  the  reply,  **  I  once  did  hear  about  a  Shtek  who  came  from  Mace- 
^  donia,  and  deftroyed  the  elephants  and  armies  of  our  Rajah  Pore^'  lb 
he  defcribed  King  Porus,  as  we  learned  to  call  him  from  the  Roman 
hiftorians.     But  Buonaparte  now  with  an  adroitneis  and  celerity  of 
which  no  ages  paft  afford  example,  and  moft  refembling  the  abrupt 
tranfrtions  found  in  this  ftiort  epitome  of  facfts,  returned  from  fcenes  of 
difcord  and  difmay  at  Cairo,  and  at  Alexandria,  to  Paris ;  whence  by  a 
fiidden  revolution,  beft  reprefented  in  mock-tragedies,  fuch'  as  our  duke 
of  Buckingham's  Rehearfal — he  drove  the  wonder-ftruck  direftory,  and 
yet  efcaped  as  if  by  miracle  himfelf,  from  that  fierce  fpirit  of  aflaflina- 
tion,  lately  deemed  the  duty  of  one  feA  of  Frenchmen,  and  ieemingly 

♦  See  23d  chapter  Ezckiel,  36th  verfc. 

tlic 


334  LAST  FOUR  YEARS  OF  THE  CENTURY.      [ch.  xxiv. 

the  favourite  amufement  of  them  alL     When  firmly  fixed  upon  the 
feat  of  power  :  to  which  he  neither  rofe  by  coaqueft,  nor  was  called 
by  elc6lion,  ftill  lefs  pretending  to  hereditary  right ;  his  firfl  care  fcems 
^o  have  been  the  reftoration  of  that  catholicifni  in  Europe,  the  very 
foundation  of  which  he  had  fought  in   other  continents   completely 
to   deflroy.     Having  by  publick  proclamation  told   the    Turks  that 
God  had  no  fon  or  aflbciate  in  his  kingdom  :  that  the  faith  of  MuiTul- 
nicn  had  his  peculiar  approbation,  and  that  his  bufmefs  among  them 
was  but  to  abolilh  the  tyranny  of  Mamclucks  and  Beys,  barons  of  the 
caft  in  fliort,  and  tributary  princes  trenching  on  the  Grand  Signor's 
authority,  his  firft  care  when  arrived  at  home  appears  to  have  been, 
making  the  Roman  ftatc  and  Romiih  fedlaries,  believe  him  tender  of 
Chrift's  vicar  here  on  earth ;  digging  up  Pius  fextus  from  the  garden 
plot  whitncr  fome  foldicrs  had  interred  the  body,  and  paying  it,  who 
can  guefs  why  ?  Funeral  honours.     Add  to  this  the  farce  of  not  appear- 
ing in  their  choice  of  a  new  pope,  near  coufin  to  poor  Brafchi,  whofe 
elcdlion   he   contrived,  encouraging  him  to  undertake   the  journey 
from  infultcd  Venice  where  he  was  chofen,  to  the  ftill  worfe-infulted 
capital  of  once  proud  Italy.     His  influence  over  the  fucceflbr  in  RuiTia, 
was  not   ib  carefully  concealed*     That  prince,  placed  on  his  tlirone, 
fliewed  figns  of  clofe  refcmblance  to  Czar  Peter,  his  anti-prcdeccflbr, 
hufband  to  cooler-headed  Catherine.  Paul  dug  his  corpfc  up^  Ihcwing  it 
extraordinary  veneration  ;  yet,  contrary  to  thofe  appearances  of  prefer* 
'Cnce,  purfued  his  mother's  fteps  in  many  things,  and  gave  the  coalition 
hopes,  that  her  lofs  would  not  be  felt  by  Europe.     The  habits  of  his 
private  life  indeed  grew  coarfer  after  the  queen  was  gone,  who  watch- 
ed and  who  controuled  them  ;  but  fuch  rough  manners  were  not  in- 
confiftent  with  his  apparent  predilci^on  for  a  general,  the  only  one 
which  the  world  was  in  humour  to  acknowlege  as  a  competitor  for 
Buonaparte  ;  his  rugged  charader,  his  conduA  at  IlhmaelofF  and  Ock- 
zackow  were  likely  enough  to  enfure  him  the  good  will  of  a  fovereign  de- 
termined upon  conqueft  and  renown :  for  if  men  were  to  wade  through 

blood 
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blood  of  enemies  to  fame,  no  man  lefs  feared  to  dip  his  foot  than 
SuwarrofF.  In  efFeft,  fuch  were  the  glories  of  his  firft  carhpaign  as 
to  draw  from  his  emperor  a  publick  letter,  cxpreffing  more  than  we  had 
ever  read  of  kindncfs  or  eftccm,  not  unlike  Pharaoh's  *  ample  grant  ta 
Hebrew  Jofcph,  when  he  had  favcd  the  realm  of  Egypt  for  his  maftcr,. 
*'  Only  in  the  throne  henceforth  will  I  be  greater  than  thou,"  but  vehe- 
mence, whether  exhibited  upon  occaiions  of  indulgence  or  feverity  is* 
without  difficulty  made  to  defeat  its  own  immediate  purpofe.  French  * 
diplomacy  knew  how  to  turn  fuch  tempers  to  advantage.  SuwarrofF 
received  a  check  in  Switzerland,  and  gained  no  confolation  from  his 
king.  In  a  few  months  this  veteran  commander,  wha  never  fpared- 
the  feelings  of  another,  expired  of  grief,  a  martyr  to  his  own.  The 
world's  pity  feldom  embalms  a  fallen  favourite  ;  he  died,  and  with  him 
died  the  hopes  of  the  whole  Bourbon  houlc. 

Meanwhile  the  ftrects  of  Naples  ftrcamed  with  blood,  where  Cham^ 
pionct,  amazed  he  coukl  rriake  no  impreflion  on  the  Lazaroni  but  by 
blows,  which  they  were  aftive  to  return  with  intereft,  after  a  four 
days  battle  in  the  town,  hit  on  the  way  to  cajole  ihcm  to  peace;  An 
elephant  will  lie  down  at  the  word  of  command,  'tis  faid,  can  you 
but  catch  hold  of  her  by  the  car,  and  fpeak  in  a  tone  of  authority.  By 
treachery  of  their  own  countryman,  the  youthful  prince  de  Moliterno,^ 
France  had  difeovered  thetr  vulnerable  part,  '*  RefpeA  St.  Januarius> 
**  and  be  ftill,"  cried  the  republican  General,  with  a  loud  voice.  The 
elephant  lay  down,  her  ear  was  caught,  and  Championet  calling  im- 
mediately for  the  archbifhop>  bid  him  prepare  his  popular  miracle-*— it 
lliould  be  done  dh'eftly.  **  'Tis  not  the  time  of  year,"  replied  the 
other.  ^*  Oh,  Sir,  you  know  not  Frenchmen,"  was  the  reply  ;  **  our 
*'  miracles  are  always  in  feafon.  Fetch  out  the  faint's  blood,  I  fay^ 
"  he  will  declare  in  favour  of  freedom:  and  let  it  Xiofjatiy  fam  phrafes; 
**  (without  hefitation)  or  your  head  (hall  anfwer  it."     The  phial  was 


*  See  4lftchapler  of  Genefis,  and  the  40th  verfe. 
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produced — the  fundlion  performed ;  and  the  oft-cheated  Neapolitans  * 
cried  out,  '*  Long  live  the  great  Republick,  long  live  St.  Januarius.'* 
Thofe  w  ho  believe  this  world  will  quickly  end,  muli  furely  think  its 
folly  at  the  full.  More  horrors  may  remain  for  future  exhibition,  but 
xnadnefs  and  fatuity  have  no  further  to  go  :  while  even  the  Turk  that 
expected  to  fee,  though  blind,  through  .an  eye  made  of  glafs,  could 
.  alone  match  fuch  imbecillity.  Poor  Selim  indeed,  needed  no  fpec- 
tacles  to  obfervc  his  once  enormous  power  giving  way.  Preffed  on 
4:very  iidc,  the  rebel  Baffas  hoped  to  drive  him  down  the  great  preci- 
pice prepared  for  princes  of  this  centxiry ;  and  among  many  foes,  all 
oinprovoked,  Paflwan  Oglou  had  for  fomc  years  led  the  way.  A  man 
of  a  myfterious  charafter  was  he  ;  his  ultimate  intentions  undifclolcd, 
we  vainly  ibught  to  find  them  in  his  conduiSl,  which  fhowed  him  one 
jnoment  as  if  attached  moft  powerfully  to  the  Mahometan  religion, 
and  breathing  vengeance  againft  every  one  whom  that  religion  deems 
an  infidel ;  though  underhand  it  has  been  much  believed  he  kept  a  fe- 
cret  correfpondencc  with  Greek  Chriflians,  and  was  perhaf^  a  diflant 
tool  to  France.  That  artful,  that  infidious  cabinet  managed  alike  the 
headlong  Mufca\Ttc  and  crafty  Oriental :  dark  hypocriiy  Ibews  plainer 
in  thiseu/fghtened  age  than  it  4id  in  the  femi-barbarous  centuries,  as 
maffcs  of  deep  fhadow  make  more  impreilion  on  minds  unprepared, 
viewed  among  Grecian,  than  old  Gothick  architecture.  Tippoo  Sul- 
tan, of  nobler  carriage,  and  a  foul  more  lofty,  fell,  in  the  lafl:  year  of 
ihe  century,  a  hloody  but  majeflick  facrifice  to  his  opinion  of  his  Pari** 
4mi  friends  ^nd/eUoyi^  citizens.  He  faw  not  how  the  fmma,  emblem 
jof  fbvereignty,  was  departing  from  earth,  no  more  to  hover  over  heads 
crowned  and  anointed 4 — a  bird  of  paradifc !  whofc  happy  region 
ought  firom  henceforth  to  bound  and  to  concentrate  all  royal  hopes 
and  cares.  The  florming  of  his  capital,  Seringapatam,  brought 
Tippoo  for  the  lafl  time  to  the  fidd  of  honour ;  and  though  obliged 
to  yield  where  Britifh  intrepidity  prefTcd  forward  in  the  warm  chace 
/)f  profit  and  renown^  hisfceptre  lofl,  he  grafpcd  the  truflier  fabrc  in 

bis 
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his  hand^  which,  faithful  to  fiis  valour,  was  found  clenched  in  it,  nor 
could  death  fuddenly  force  them  to  fcparate. 

The  Emperor  of  Germany  meanwhile,  merits  more  tendcmefs  and 
more  concern.  His  counfels  all  perplexed,  his  arms  betrayed,*  his  ho- 
nour fuffering,  and  his  metropolis  endangered  ;  obliged  to  make  peace, 
and  obliged  to  break  it ;  feeing  the  family  he  loves  too,  clinging  round 
him  for  fuccour  and  fupport  he  fcarce  can  give ;  and  looking  now  and 
then,  no  doubt,  on  Francis  with  fomcthing  not  very  unlike  reproach, 
to  find  their  great  name  nearly  periihing  under  his  care,  yet  for  a  mo- 
ment to  be  called  Imperial.  Misfortune  fcarcely  ever  comes  alone,  or 
from  the  quarter  whence  Ihc  has  been  expcded.  Vieima,  like  the  one- 
eyed  doc  in  i£ibp,  was  always  on  her  guard  againft  the  Ottomans :  but 
although 

Now  gliding  hx  off  on  the  veigc  of  the  iky, 
The  moon  half-extinA,  her  wan  crefant  di^lays, 

Where  lately  we  mark'd  how  majeltick  on  high, 
She  ihone  till  the  planets  were  loft  in  her  blaze. 

'Tis  infidelity  at  laft,  though  *tis  not  turcifm,  that  rains  the  once 
Chriitian,  and  once  hdy  Roman  empire.  The  year  1 680  told  thofe  who 
had  Icifure  for  liftcning  after  fuch  events,  that  having  caught  a  daring 

*  His  arms  were  perhaps  moft  appurtntiy  betrayed  at  Grenoa,  where  the  repub- 
lican general  Maflena,  plundered  the  hank;  after  which  reinforcement  of  their 
finances,  Melas,  with  1700  full-fed  Auftrians,  fafely  pofted  upon  a  high  hill  over 
the  town,  quietly  laid  down  their  arms  to  500  ftarving  Frenchmen,  unable  from 
weaknefii  to  walk  up  and  fetch  them.  It  had  been  fecretly  ftipulated,  however, 
that  the  gulled  emperor's  troops  ftiould  for  fix  days  remain  poffeflbrs  of  the  city, 
where  a  dog's  head  had,  during  the  fiege,  fold  for  five  fliillings  Englifh,  and  half  a 
cat,  I  think,  for  three  fhillings  and  fixpence.  So  miferably  too  had  Trance  Ihared 
in  the  woes  flie  had  caufed,  that  a  true  Briton  who  relates  the  anecdote,  was  himfelf 
called  upon  by  mere  humanity  to  keep  life  warm  in  (he  centinels  that  watched  his 
lioufe,  by  putting  bits  of  chocolate  into  their  mouths,  and  now  and  then  a  drop  of 
cordial,  ftolcn  by  iiimfelf  from  his  own  private  hoard,  which  they  were  not  unlikely 
to  betray.  • 

Vol.  II.  Ji  Y  athcift 
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athcift  in  Poland,  they  tied  him  to  a  cannon's  mouth  pointed  towards^ 
Tartary,  w  hether  they  meant,  'twas  faid,  to  ihoot  his  aihes.  A  change  of 
wind  perhaps,  blew  a  large  portion  of  them  into  Germany,  and  formed  a 
future  Welfhaupt.  Siberia's  wilds  remained  innocent  of  luch  diffemi*- 
natcd  mifchief ;  and  far  fouth-eaft  of  thefe  the  Afghan's  alfo,  mentioned 
by  Hanway,  and  fince  him  more  fully  by  Sir  William  Jones,  as  Jews 
fettled  remotely  in  a  region  littte  known,  a  difhmt  land,  the  Arfarctb 
of  Efdras,  13  th  chapter  and  45  th  verfe;  the  Hazeroth  of  modern  tra- 
vellers ;  fome  of  Whofe  books,  added  to  the  furprifing  fccncs  under  rc- 
\iewal,  have  led  innumerable  minds  of  late  towards  a  bclief>  that  the 
conclufion  now  is  hard  at  hand.  The  laft  aA  of  the  grand  drama, 
as  Dr.  Young  calls  it,  does  feem  indeed  begun,  perhaps  advanced: 
and  whilft  each  glowing  fancy  has  been  ftruck  by  ibme  peculiar  and 
unlooked-for  combination,  like  that  in  Pithaeana,*  one  hardly  can  help 
thinking  that  Baronius  had  fome  concealed  meaning  (more  than  was 
fuppofcdj  in  his  old  technical  verfes,  which*  explained  the  alphabet 
into  numerals,  as  it  fccmed  then  merely  for  the  amufement  of  young 
ftudents^     My  memory  juft  retains  the  firft  line  and  laft. 

Poffidet  j1  numeros  ^uingcnus  ordine  rcAo, 
Ultima  Z  tcnent,  fiaem  kis  mlU  tenebiU. 

The  cardinal  might  have  had  it  in  bk  head  perhaps,  although  a  better 
Latin  Scholar  than  a  Greek  one,  how  God  is  Alpha  and  Omega,  the 
beginning  and  the  end  ;  and  how  the  fathers  thought  it  probable^ 
that  when  his  milk  (two  thoufand  years)  were  paft  after  the  birth  of 

*  The  ftory  told  In  Pithaeana  is  of  an  old  ftone  found  when  they  were  repairing  a  church 
in  Lyons,  with  fome  infcription  in  obfolcte  French,  importing,  that  on  a  given  day  1794 
mafs  fhould  ceafc  to  he  fakl  there.  We  mud  recollefl  that  Monficur  dc  Pithou  read  the 
infcription  1557,  and  it  was  wearing  out  with  age  even  then.  To  pacify  the  people's 
fears  of  Turkiih  power,  frona  whence  this  odd  prediftion's  accompliftimcnt  was  expcflcd 
to  arrive,  he  and  his  brother  calculated,  till  having  difcovered  that  the  time  fell  out  on 
a  Good  tViday^  when  high  mafs  is  not  faid  ;  he  thought  fome  one  had  written  the  words 
and  buried  them  there  for  a  joke :  and  fo  the  matter  rcfted  till  qukc  lately. 

Chrift, 


J 


OT^xxir.]      FROM  A.  D.  ijgdy  TO  THE  YEAR  1800.  63^ 

Chrift,  he  would  rctura  again  and  judge  the  world.— — --Quhtgmtos  are 
alluded  to  in  an  abraxas  ftone  pofleiTed  as  I  believe  by  Mr,  Townley, 
notwithftanding  the  true  gem  ihould  be  whiter  and  ahra-fax  its  name; 
compofed  of  the  Pcrfick  word  for  fair,  and  the  Latin  word,  or  half 
Wt,  for  a^w.  Fifteen  had  nierit  as  a  myftick  number,  when  mean- 
ing was  attached  to  fuch  flrange  matters  three  hundred  years  ago. 

But  thefe  conjcftures  tire  my  readers'  patience :  Oh  !  let  them  then 
at  leaft  kindly  prefer  A  for  ah/oho,  in  the  Roman  mode,  to  C,  that 
meant  condemno :  for  whether  the  world's  end  be  coming  foon.  or  not, 
'tis  fure  the  laft  fliort  chapter  of  thisy^ww^ry  draws  towards  its  final  pe- 
riod. We  have  prefented  you  a  paffing  fhow ;  lefs  durable  than  pleaf- 
ing,  lefs  pleafing  than  uncommon ;  while  empires,  fciences,  opinions, 
ftates,  took  each  their  momentary  turn  and  vanilhed ;  as  in  the  ap- 
pearance now  and  then  exhibited  when  morning  dawns  on  Faro  di 
Meflina,  and  the  high  mountains  rifing  like  a  wall  behind  it,  give  to 
the  glafly  furface  of  the  fea^  powers  far  exceeding  that  of  any  mirror : 
reflecting  every  obje<^  for  an  inftant  to  him  who,  ftanding  with  his 
bad  turned  towards  the  eaft,  defires  to  enjoy  the  tranfient  Retro/pe^ion, 
iuppofed,  as  Mr.  Swinburne  fays,  by  the  near  refidents,  to  be  indeed 
a  fairy  viiion,  which  they  call  after  the  prefiding  fylph,  Fata  Morgana. 
An  Englilh  friend  told  me  the  other  day  he  once  had  feen  a  fight  of 
this  fame  kind  from  Falmouth.  But  whilft  each  image  on  Sici- 
lians ihores  pafled  rapidly  along  in  fweet  fucceflion,  melting  at  length 
and  mingling  with  pure  ether,  as  the  bright  fun  advancing  ftopt  the 
mind,  and  fixed  it  on  the  prefcnt  brilliant  moment;  our  Cornifli. 
appearance,  if  I  am  right,  efcaped  his  obfervation  lo/i  in  fiaze. — So  will 
this  book,  I  fear. — ^A  vaporous  veil  precludes  all  further  looking  on 
life's  ocean  ;  and 

What  thefe  awful  glooms  conceal 
Fancy's  giafs  can  ne'er  reveal. 

We  may  however  fafely  aflert,  that  fyftems,  fchemes ;  hopes,  hazards, 
and  hypothefes,  all  bred  of  heat  in  the  warm  regions  of  cbntroveri V, 
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will,  like  the  meteors  cither  of  a  troubled  or  a  fportive  atmofphere, 
flit  ofF  and  leave  no  trace  of  their  exiftcncc :  but  holy  writ,  eternal  and 
infpired,  fhall  fhine  the  full  perfeSion  of  His  Word  vrho  laid  the  firft 
foundations  of  the  earthi  and^  the  work  of  whofe  hand  is  the  heavens. 
^  They  fhall  perifh  (exclaims  his  iervant  David)  but  thou  ihalt  en<^ 
''  dure ;  yea  all  of  them  (hall  wax  old  as  doth  a^  garment,  and  as  a  vei^ 
<^  ture  fhalt  thou  chsmge  them,  and  they  Ihall  be  changed ;  but  dioii 
*<  art  the  fame,  and  thy  years  fhall  not  fiul/*^ 
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TWO  GRAND  IMPERIAL  TOPOGRAPHICAL 

MAPS 

OF   THE 

UNFILED  KINGDOM  OF  GRJEAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND; 

Oh  Forty^cight  large  Sheets  of  Adasr  Paper,  each  Sheet  tneafuring  two  Feet  two  Inches, 

by  two  Feet  ten  Inches. 

TO  BE  PUBLISHED  BY  SUBSCRIPTION. 

WLr  STOCKDALE  takes  the  liberty,  refpeafully  to  inform  the  Public,  that  he  has 
for  a  confiderable  time  paft  been  preparing,  undisr  xht  fandion  of 

HIS  MAJESTY, 

a  grand  M^p  of  Irekind;  oi^  thie  mod  extenfive  fcalc  hitherto  attempted  ;  alfo  a  Map 
of  Great  Britain,  even  of  ftHI  greater  magnitude. 

The  expenfe  of  the  two  will  not,,  it  is  conceived,  amount  to  lefs  than  20,000/. 
Should  the  patronage  equal  Mr.  Stockdale's  expedation,  it  is  his  intention  to  prefent 
ivitlMheMap  of  Ireland,  gratis,  or  at  a  fmall  price,  a  Hiftory  of  the  Union  between  the 
two  kingdoms,  in  one  volume  4to.  For  this  purpofe  Mr.  Stockdale  will  confider  him- 
felf  obliged  by  being  favoured  with  a  corrected  copy  of  every  publication  upon,  or  con« 
neded  with  this  fubjed,  whether  for  or  againd  the  meafure. 

The  coft  of  the  Map  of  Ireland  to  Subfcribers  fliall  not  exceed  Three  Guineas,  and 
that  of  Great  Britain,  Five.  Guineas. 

No  money  will  be  taken  until  the  delivery  of  the  Maps,  &c.  but  they  will  be  con- 
fiderably  advanced  in  price  to  Non-fubfcribers. 

A  Topographical  Account  of  the  United  Kingdoms  will  be  publiflied  about  the  fame 
time,  in  three  large  volumes  royal  4to.  with  Plates. 

The  above  Maps  will  form  one  lai^e  Atlas,  nearly  double  the  thickneis  of  Chau- 
chard's  Maps  ;  or  may  be  put  on  rollers  as  three  diftiaft  Maps  of  England  and  Wales, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland. 

Notwithftanding  the  fubfcription  is  only  juft  opened,  it  is  daily  filling  with  rapidity, 
and  will  certainly  foon  exceed  the  numerous  lift  for  the  Maps  by  Ghauchard,  which 
was,  by  much,  thelargeft  ever  known  in  England. 

The  Publifher  isr  confident  that  the  Subfcribers'  copies  in  the  firft  2000  impreflions 
willron  the  day  of  publication,  be  worth  double  the  fubfcription  price^  though  no  money 
is  taken  in  advance. 

A  lift  of  the  Subfcribers  will  be  printed. 

Piccadilly y  i  Jcmuary^  i8oi% . 
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HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  THE  DUKE  OF  KENT, 

HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  THE  DUKE  OF  CUMBERLAND, 

HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  PRINCE  ADOLPHUS  FREDERIC, 

HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  PRINCE  WILLIAM  FREDERIC  OF  GLOUCESTER 


Marquis  of  Salifbury 
Lord  Vifcount  Caftlereagh 
Robert  Marihmli,  cfq. 
Right  Hon.  Thomas  Pelham 
Nicholas  Gay,  efq. 
Rev.  William  Coxc 
John  Bagfliaw,  efq. 
Lord  LiUnore 
Sir  Henry  Lambert,  baft. 
Capt.  Towers 
Wogan  Browne,  efq. 

Mellrs  Hammerfley's  and  Co* 

Mr.  Benjamin  Lepard 

John  Weyland,  jun.  efq. 

Thomas  Afton  Coflin,  efq. 

Captain  William  Smith,  R.  N. 

Earl  of  Moiintnorres 

Hon.  and  Rev.  T.  J.  Twiilcion 

Earl  of  Kerry 

Hon.  Cropley  Afhtey 

William  Bell,  cfq. 

W.N.W.  Hcwctt,  efq. 

Sir  John  Ncuport,  bart. 


William  Hughes,  efq. 

Nathaniel  NichoHs,  cfq. 

Michael  Kcane,  efq.  two  copies 

Captain  Lethem 

General  Avarne 

John  Smyth,  efq. 

George  John  Legh,  efq. 

Major  W.  L.  Hughes 

F.  Jodrell,  efq. 

Jacob  Henry  Aftley,  efq. 

William  James  Atkinfon,  cfq. 

Lord  Midletoa 

William  Fowke,  cfq. 

Richard  Congrcve,  efq- 

Jackfon  Bar  wis,  efq. 

Robert  Chamlcy,  efq. 

John  Heath,  cfq. 

James  Rice,  efq. 

Samuel  Peploe,  efq. 

Thomas  Parker,  efq. 

S.  Doorne,  efq. 

iames  War  re,  efq.^ 
Lev.  John  Lcmpricrc 
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William  Thomas  St.  Qiiintin,  efq. 

Sir  John  Hawkins,  bart. 

George  Garrick,  cfq. 

Charles  Wolfclcy,  efq. 

Major  General  Cradocki  two  copies 

S.  N.  May,  cfq    two  copies  • 

Thomas  John  Parke^  efq. 

John  Parke,  cfq. 

Lord  Grey 

George  Glenny,  cfq. 

Capt.  F.  H.  Rodd 

Jofeph  Pringle,  cfq. 

George  Chalmers,  cfq*^ 

Richard  Borough,  efq. 

D.  H.  Price,  efq. 

T.  R.  Whitefoord,  efq. 

Mifs  Lawrence 

Mifs  Waller 

Lord  Rous 

Sir  John  Coghili,  bart. 

John  Sulivan,  efq. 

Thomas  Law  Hodges,  efq. 

Rev.  Edmund  Cartwrighi,jiin. 

Henry  Thompfon,  cfq. 

Samuel  Thornton,  cfq. 

Mr.  Douglas  Thompfon 

Lord  Chetwynd 

William  Young,  efq. 

M.  Jufticc  Downes 

Robert  Stcarne  Tighe,  cfq. 
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I,  elq. 
General  Sir  John  Adon,  bart. 
Lieut.  Col.  D.  Robertfon 
Major  Blcwit 
Thomas  Bacon,  cfq. 
Sir  Cecil  Wray,  bart. 
William  Goflip,  efq. 
Jofeph  Chearnley,  efq. 
Colonel  Thornton 
Rev.  Mr.  Becher 
Lord  Clonbrock 
Robert  Doyne,  cfq. 
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John  Price,  cfq. 
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Charles  Cole,  efq. 
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Rev.  Thomas  Harwood 
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Rev.  John  Dampter 
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Rev.  Charles  Baillie 

Rev.  Dr.  Marriott 

Sir  Richard  Colt  Hoare,  bart. 
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Rev.  John  Robert  Lloyd 

William  Owen,  efq. 

Mr.  J.  Parflec 

H.  N.  Jarrctt,  cfq. 

Read  Kemp,  cfq. 

H.  Banks,  efq. 

Rev.  John  Evans 

Royal  Exchange  Infurance  Company  of 

Dublin 
Mr.  Collins 

Sir  Frederick  Eden,  bart. 
Gabriel  Piozzi,  efq. 
W.  Upton  Gleddancs,  cfq. 

Jofeph  Labat,  cfq. 

Frederick  Thomas  Fofter,  cfq. 

Rev.  Thomas  Grinfield 

Rev.  Dr.  Beaufort 

Rev.  John  Holden 

Samuel  Shaw,  cfq. 

John  Yerbury,  cfq. 

Robert  Johnfon,  efq. 

William  Johnfon,  cfq. 

Charles  Oibornc,  cfq. 

Henry  Alexander,  efq. 

James  Du  Pre,  cfq. 

LordRolle 

Captain  Baldwin 

James  Mackintofli,  efq.      ^ 

Rev.  Dr.  Clarke 

Robert  Birch,  cfq. 

J.  Phillips,  cfq. 

Alexander  Ofborn,  cfq. ' 

J.  Woolfrcys,  cfq. 

Major  Frederick  William  Bailer 

Charles  Hurt,  cfq.    , 

Sir  Robert  Peel,  bart. 
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Hon.  Eld  ward  Spencer  Cowper 

John  Simpfoni  efq. 

Major  Bowen 

Hon.  S.  E.  Eardley 

George  Cherry i  efq. 

Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  Steele 

Rev.  George  Prefton 

Major  Keane 

John  Cobby  efq. 
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William  Minier,  efq. 

Henry  Jcrmyn,  efq. 
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Mrs.  I  arborough 

Lord  Craven 
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Lieut.  Alexander  Smith 
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General  Grinfield 
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William  Gumbleion^  efq. 
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